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FEATURED  ENDORSED  TOUR 


Oct  4-10  - River  of  Raptors  Conference  in  Xalapa,  Veracruz,  Mexico  — A convergence  of  migration  flyways  forms  a narrow  bottleneck  in 
central  Veracruz.  The  result  is  the  world’s  largest  concentration  of  migrating  raptors  and  we  plan  to  be  there  to  see  it!  This  area,  rich  in  di- 
versity, yields  40  species  of  warblers  & vireos,  plus  tanagers,  brush-finches,  saltators  and  orioles,  16  species  of  hummers,  7 different  wood- 
peckers, over  20  Tyrant  flycathers!  Registration  and  more  information  on  the  amazing  opportunity  to  view  fall  hawk  migration  and  great 
resident  and  endemic  birds  can  be  found  at  www.aba.org/mtgs/2009riverofraptors  or  call  (800)  850-2473  x230. 


Sep  15-24  - Trinidad  & Tobago  — - Enjoy  10  days  in  T&T  with  an  offi- 
cial list  of  457  species  and  acclaimed  to  be  the  best  place  in  the  New 
World  to  first  experience  the  splendor  of  tropical  birds.  Trip  repeated 
10/13, 11/10,  and  12/1.  Contact  Bill  Murphy,  www.trinidadbirding.com, 
billmurphy8@sbcglobal.net,  (317)  849-4868  or  (317)  407-0467 

Sep  21-Oct  1 - Costa  Rica  — Enjoy  ten  fabulous  days  in  this  beautiful 
country  that  boasts  850  species.  You’ll  bird  from  sea  to  sky  with  visits  to 
Savegre  Lodge,  Selva  Verde  Lodge,  the  Sarapiqui  area.  La  Paz  Waterfall 
Gardens,  and  the  Arenal  Hanging  Bridges.  Trip  also  runs  Oct  26-Nov  5, 
& Dec  7-17.  Contact  Rick  Houlk,  www.ocoeeadventuretravei.com, 
rick@bluemooncruises.org,  (888)  723-8622. 

Oct  1-4  - Veracruz  Endemics  — This  tour  will  target  specific  endemics 
that  are  unlikely  to  be  found  on  conference  field  trips.  Beginning  in  Ve- 
racruz City  and  ending  in  Xalapa,  we’ll  search  for  Tuxtia  Quail-Dove, 
Long-tailed  Sabrewing,  Sumichrast’s  Wren,  Bearded  Wood-Partridge, 
and  others.  Contact  Wildside  Nature  Tours,  www.wildsidetoursinc.com, 
binns@wildsidetoursinc.com,  (888)  875-9453. 

Oct  10-13  - Catemaco,  Mexico  — We  will  visit  lowland  rainforest  for 
Red-lored  Parrot  & White  Hawk,  cloud  forest  for  Emerald  Toucanet  & 
Eye-ringed  Flatbill,  savannah  for  Aplomado  Falcon  k Double-striped 
Thick-Knee,  and  a boat  trip  on  a scenic  coastal  lagoon.  Tour  begins  in 
Xalapa  and  ends  in  Veracruz  City.  Contact  Wildside  Nature  Tours, 
www.wildsidetoursinc.com,  binns@wildsidetoursinc.com,  (888)  875-9453. 

Oct  10-17  - Oaxaca  Valley,  Mexico  — View  pre-Columbian  Ruins  shel- 
tered by  towering  mountains  searching  for  Gray-breasted  Woodpecker 
and  Boucard’s  Wren,  as  well  as  Beautiful  Hummingbird  and  Ocellated 
Thrasher.  We’ll  also  visit  the  10,000’  high  Cerro  San  Felipe  for  Dwarf  Jay. 
Tour  begins  in  Xalapa  and  ends  in  Oaxaca  City.  Contact  Borderland 
Tours,  www.borderland-tours.com,  rtaylor@borderland-tours.com, 

(800)  525-7753. 

Dec  28-Jan  25  - Antarctic  Peninsula,  South  Georgia  and  Falkland 
Islands  — A spectacular  voyage  of  discovery  to  an  awe-inspiring  world 
devoted  to  nature,  wildlife,  science  and  peace.  Stunning  vistas,  busy 
penguin  rookeries,  seal  colonies,  nesting  Snow  Petrels,  whales  and 
plenty  of  seabirds.  Expect  many  of  the  world’s  species  of  albatross  dur- 
ing our  voyage,  pointed  out  by  the  many  expert  birding  leaders  aboard. 
Fourteen  experienced  Expedition  Staff  aboard  the  M/V  Polar  Star.  What 
a way  to  bring  in  the  New  Year!  Contact  Cheeseman’s  Ecology  Safaris, 
www.cheesemans.com,  info@cheesemans.com,  (800)  527-5330. 

Year-long  Birding  Opportunities 

Hawaii  — If  a trip  to  Hawaii  is  in  your  plans,  birding  with  Hawaii  For- 
est & Trail  guides  is  the  best  way  to  maximize  your  experience.  The 
Hakalau  Forest  National  Forest  Wildlife  Refuge  holds  many  endemics 
while  the  Rainforest  & Dryforest  Birdwatching  Adventure  on  Mauna  Kea 
offers  more.  Contact  Hawaii  Forest  & Trail,  www.hawaii-forest.com, 
info@hawaii-forest.com,  (800)  464-1993. 

South  Africa  — Do  you  have  target  birds  you  want  in  Africa,  and  don’t 
want  to  take  a standard  tour  as  the  birds  you  need  are  scattered  hither 
and  yon?  Contact  Avian  Leisure  for  custom  tours  as  you  like  it  - you 
pick  the  place  and  the  pace.  Avian  Leisure  Birding  & Wildlife  Safaris, 
www.avianleisure.com,  enquiries@avianleisure.com,  -i-27  21  786  1414. 


2010  Tours 

Jan  7-16  - Cuba’s  Wild  Western  Peninsula  --  includes  the  Western 
Mountains  and  Zapata  Peninsula  with  US  leader  and  local  guide  Ar- 
turo Kirkconnell.  join  the  limited  size  group  of  licensed  US  birders  and 
celebrate  their  15th  year  of  managing  conservation  and  birding  pro- 
grams, led  by  the  Cuba  Bird  Survey  with  The  Caribbean  Conservation 
Trust,  Inc.  Extension  options  available.  Contact  Gary  Markowski, 
Caribbean  Conservation  Trust,  Inc.,  cubirds@aol.com,  (860)  350-6752. 

Feb  26-Mar7  - Guyana  Birding  a new  frontier  in  birding,  with 
over  800  species  total  recorded  in  this  small  country!  Visit  all  three 
major  habitat  zones,  from  Georgetown  to  the  vast  interior  forests  of 
Iwokrama,  to  the  Atta  Rainforest  Lodge  and  the  Rupununi  Savannah 
for  maximum  birding  opportunities.  Fly  over  Kaieteur  Falls!  Post  ex- 
tension trip  to  Karanambu  Ranch.  Contact  Siemer  & Hand  Travel, 
www.siemerhand.com,  travel@siemerhand.com,  (800)  451-4321. 

Mar  18-29,  2010  - Copper  Canyon,  Mexico  — Mountain  Trogon,  Red- 
headed Tanager,  Spotted  Wren,  Military  Macaw,  Golden  Vireo,  Five- 
striped  Sparrow,  Flame-colored  Tanager,  Russet  Nightingale  Thrush, 
Rufous-capped  Brushfinch,  Hooded  Grosbeak,  Rufous-crowned  Mot- 
mot,  Blue  Mockingbird  and  Mexican  Parrotlet  were  highlights  of  the 
2009  trip.  Includes  magical  train  ride  down  the  canyon  to  El  Fuerte. 
Contact  Bill  West,  WestWings  Birding  Tours,  www.home.earthlink.net/ 
-wingswestnm.,  wingswestnm@earthlink.net,  (800)583-6928. 

Mar  22-29, 2010  - Israel  ~ Spring  Migration  on  the  Arava  Desert  Fly- 
way - This  is  the  ideal  time  to  visit  southern  Israel,  as  the  weather  is 
great,  the  desert  is  still  in  bloom,  and  the  prospect  of  rare  and  enig- 
matic species  is  real.  For  an  authentic  taste  of  Israeli  life,  lodging  will 
be  in  a kibbutz,  where  basic  accommodations  are  the  norm,  however 
the  location  is  spectacular.  Guides  Neil  Donaghy,  Ashley  Saunders  and 
several  days  with  top  Israeli  birder  Jonathan  Merav.  Contact  Celtic 
Birding  Tours,  http://celticbirdtours.com,  Birds@celtictours.org.uk, 

April  7-18  - Western  Mountains,  Zapata  Peninsula,  Northern  Archi- 
pelago and  Eastern  Endemic  Ranges  of  Cuba  — limited  to  14  partic- 
ipants with  US  leader  and  local  leader  William  Suarez.  Excellent  oppor- 
tunity to  see  the  treasures  of  Cuba.  Contact  Gary  Markowski,  Caribbean 
Conservation  Trust,  Inc.,  cubirds@aol.com,  (860)  350-6752. 

May  8-11, 2010  - Wrangell,  Alaska  — Stikine  River  Shorebird  Rende- 
vous  - Enjoy  the  magnificence  of  migration  along  the  Inside  Passage, 
and  discover  the  beauty  of  the  Stikine  River  Delta  and  the  surrounding 
glacier  country.  Land  and  boat  birding.  Contact  Jim  Leslie,  Alaska  Wa- 
ters, inc.,  www.alaskawaters.com,  jim-leslie@ 
alaskawaters.com,  (907)  874-2378. 

May  11-24,  2010  - North  Wales  & Norfolk:  Highlands  & Islands  — 

Join  Alan  Davies,  of  the  Biggest  Twitch  fame  and  popular  Corpus  Con- 
vention guide,  when  the  woodlands  are  full  of  bird  song,  and  the  mag- 
nificent cliffs  host  a plethora  of  seabirds.  The  wealth  of  species  to  be 
expected  probably  cannot  be  matched  anywhere  else  in  the  UK,  plus 
the  possibility  of  scarce  migrants.  Contact  Celtic  Birding  Tours, 
http://celticbirdtours.com,  Birds@celtictours.org.uk. 


Please  contact  tour  company  directly  for  information  and  reservations,  and  identify  yourself  as  an  ABA  member.  Tour  companies  pay  ABA  a commission  for  each  ABA  participant. 


ON  THE  COVER:  Florida's  first  breeding  Least  Grebes  fledged 
two  young  in  Palm  Beach  in  September  and  October  (here  12 
October)  2008.  Least  Grebes  also  seem  to  be  expanding  north- 
ward in  Texas,  and  one  remarkable  bird  was  documented  in 
Arkansas  in  autumn  2008.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  Florida's 
birds  came  from  the  West  Indies.  Photograph  by  Ron  Kern. 
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Figure  1 . The  Sungrebe  was  first  photographed  at  Bosque  del  Apache  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Socorro  County,  New  Mexico 
on  13  November  2008  (here)  but  was  not  identified  until  four  days  later.  Photograph  by  Sally  A.  King. 


Abstract 

This  paper  documents  the  occurrence  of  a 
Sungrebe  (Heliomis  fulica)  at  Bosque  del 
Apache  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  New 
Mexico,  a female  photographed  on  13  and 
18  November  2008,  which  represents  the 
first  of  its  species  and  family  for  the  United 
States.  We  summarize  available  informa- 
tion indicating  that  the  species  is  unknown 
in  captivity,  discuss  evidence  for  seasonal 
movements,  vagrancy,  and  possible  range 
expansion,  and  conclude  that  the  bird 
should  be  considered  a wild  vagrant  unless 
contrary  evidence  becomes  available. 

Introduction 

Sungrebe  (Heliomis  fulica)  is  a small, 
aquatic  species  of  tropical  America.  It  is 


not  a grebe  but  a member  of  the  finfoot 
family  Heliornithidae,  a pantropical  family 
with  three  species,  one  each  in  the  New 
World,  sub-Saharan  Africa,  and  southeast- 
ern Asia.  Invariably  referred  to  as  “little 
known,”  Heliornithidae  ranks  among  the 
most  poorly  understood  of  bird  families 
(Bertram  1996).  The  family  is  a member  of 
the  Gruiformes,  and  within  that  order  it  is 
typically  placed  adjacent  the  rail  family 
Rallidae  (A.O.U.  1998). 

Sungrebes  range  from  northeastern  Mex- 
ico south  through  Central  America  and 
most  of  northern  South  America  exclusive 
of  the  Andes  to  northern  Argentina.  The 
species  is  found  from  sea  level  up  to  about 
500  m (Russell  1964,  Edwards  1972,  Hilty 


and  Brown  1986)  but  is  most  frequently  en- 
countered below  about  200  m (e.g.,  Howell 
and  Webb  1995),  where  it  favors  coastal  la- 
goons, slow-moving  forested  rivers  and 
streams,  oxbows,  backwaters,  sloughs,  and 
small  lakes  and  ponds,  these  typically  with 
heavily  vegetated  banks  and  shorelines 
(Slud  1964,  Bertram  1996,  Hilty  2003). 
Sungrebes  feed  primarily  on  aquatic  insects 
(adults  and  larvae)  and  other  small  animal 
life  obtained  from  the  water’s  surface  or 
from  overhanging  vegetation  (Stiles  and 
Skutch  1989,  Bertram  1996). 

For  such  a little-known  species,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  contradictory  information  is 
scattered  through  the  literature.  It  is  usual- 
ly referred  to  as  resident  or  sedentary  where 
found,  but  some  evidence  suggests  limited 
movements  (see  below).  Information  on 
breeding  and  seasonal  cycles  is  fragmentary 
and  sometimes  equivocal,  but  nesting  tends 
to  occur  early  in  the  wet  season  (Stiles  and 
Skutch  1989),  which  for  Mexico  and  much 
of  Central  America  begins  more  or  less  in 
April  and  continues  into  October.  For  ex- 
ample, a nest  in  Chiapas,  Mexico,  was  ac- 
tive in  April  (Alvarez  del  Toro  1971),  and 
two  nests  in  Panama  were  active  in  June 
and  July  (Wetmore  1965).  The  species  is 
unique  am-ong  birds  in  that  the  male  has 
pockets  or  brood  pouches  beneath  the 
wings  in  which  the  young  can  be  carried  in 
flight  as  well  as  when  swimming,  yet  this 
remarkable  fact  was  only  confirmed  rela- 
tively recently  (Alvarez  del  Toro  1971). 

Such  a mysterious  Neotropical  species 
would  seem  an  unlikely  candidate  for  va- 
grancy to  the  United  States,  where  no  pre- 
vious report  of  Sungrebe  exists.  An  old 
mention  of  the  species  as  occurring  in  the 
“middle  [United]  states,”  apparently  dating 
from  the  early  1800s  (Ridgway  and  Fried- 
mann 1941),  lacks  specificity  as  to  location 
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Figures  2-S.  The  Sungrebe  was  relocated  at  Bosque  del  Apache  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  18  November  2008  (here),  where  it  was  seen  actively  feeding  on  insects  as  it  swam  along  a canal. 
The  buffy  cheeks  identify  it  as  a female.  Photographs  by  Jerry  If.  OMenette!  (Figures  2-4)  and  Stephen  M.  Fettig  (Figure  5,  lower  right). 


or  date  and  thus  is  not  credible.  Entirely 
unexpected,  therefore,  was  one  seen  and 
photographed  in  New  Mexico  on  13  and  18 
November  2008. 

Field  encounter  and  conditions 

On  13  November  2008,  King  and  a col- 
league were  photographing  wildlife  at 
Bosque  del  Apache  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  along  the  “Marsh  Loop”  road  south 
of  the  refuge  headquarters.  At  about  1100 
MST,  as  they  crossed  a small  east-west-ori- 
ented  canal,  King  saw  a small  waterbird 
swimming  in  the  canal.  Parking  the  car  and 
walking  back  to  the  canal,  she  began  pho- 
tographing the  bird,  which  by  that  time  was 
swimming  rapidly  away  (Figure  1).  As  the 
bird  continued  to  feed  farther  upstream 
along  the  canal,  she  returned  to  the  car  and 
continued  to  tour  the  refuge.  Realizing  she 
had  photographed  a species  unfamiliar  to 
her,  she  went  to  the  refuge  visitor  center 
that  afternoon  for  help  in  identification. 
Using  several  North  American  field  guides, 
it  was  concluded  the  mystery  bird  was  an 
immature  Red-necked  Grebe  (Podiceps 
grisegena);  copies  of  her  photographs  were 
left  with  the  refuge  staff. 

On  17  November,  King  emailed  photo- 
graphs of  the  bird  to  Fettig,  who,  upon  con- 
sulting Mexican  field  guides,  correctly  iden- 
tified the  bird  as  a Sungrebe  and  recognized 


the  significance  of  the  discovery.  By  that 
evening,  he  had  alerted  a number  of  New 
Mexico  Ornithological  Society  members  to 
the  discovery,  including  Oldenettel,  who 
confirmed  the  photographic  identification. 

On  18  November,  a small  group,  includ- 
ing Oldenettel  and  Fettig,  assembled  about 
0800  MST  at  the  site  where  the  Sungrebe 
had  been  photographed  five  days  earlier,  but 
after  some  two  hours  with  no  sign  of  the 
bird,  the  birders  began  to  search  farther 
afield.  From  that  point,  the  Marsh  Loop  con- 
tinues south  before  looping  back  to  the 
north,  and  Oldenettel  followed  that  route, 
eventually  to  where  the  road  begins  to  par- 
allel a small  north-south-oriented  canal, 
where  at  about  1000  MST  he  spotted  the 
Sungrebe  feeding  along  the  canal  bank.  He 
notified  others  of  the  find,  and  soon  a small 
group  converged  on  the  site  to  observe  and 
photograph  the  bird.  The  site  is  about  1.6 
km  northeast  of  the  13  November  site  and  is 
the  upstream  portion  of  the  same  canal,  af- 
ter it  makes  a right-angle  turn  to  the  north. 

The  Sungrebe  remained  under  observa- 
tion off  and  on  through  the  day,  as  it  moved 
upstream  and  then  downstream  along  the 
canal.  By  early  afternoon,  it  was  spending 
its  time  well  away  from  people,  along  the 
southernmost  portion  of  the  canal  visible 
from  the  road  but  was  some  200  m or  more 
into  a restricted  area,  where  it  would  be  lost 


from  view  for  considerable  periods.  It  was 
last  viewed  by  a group  including  Oldenet- 
tel, Parmeter,  and  J.  Nelson-Moore  from 
about  1630  MST  until  the  light  began  to 
fade.  During  the  day,  over  20  observers 
watched  the  Sungrebe,  and  several  hundred 
images  were  obtained  (Figures  2-5).  In  ad- 
dition, Oldenettel  and  Fettig  obtained 
video  of  the  bird. 

On  19  November,  an  ever-shifting  con- 
tingent of  birders  (including  Williams  and 
Oldenettel)  maintained  watch  along  the 
canal  from  dawn  to  dusk,  but  the  Sungrebe 
was  not  found  along  the  canal  or  anywhere 
else  on  the  public-access  portions  of  the 
refuge  that  day  or  any  day  thereafter.  Con- 
founding the  situation  was  lack  of  any  ac- 
cess to  restricted-access  portions  of  the 
refuge,  rigidly  enforced  by  refuge  person- 
nel, which  by  that  time  was  hosting  its  an- 
nual “Festival  of  the  Cranes.”  On  24  No- 
vember, the  refuge  allowed  limited  access 
to  the  restricted  area  along  the  canal,  but 
the  group  that  surveyed  the  area,  including 
Oldenettel,  did  not  find  the  bird.  Birders 
continued  to  search  for  the  Sungrebe 
through  November  and  beyond;  occasional 
rumors  of  rediscovery,  including  by  refuge 
personnel,  were  either  unconfirmed  or  de- 
termined to  be  Pied-billed  Grebes  (Podi- 
lymbus  podiceps). 

Most  observers  reported  the  bird  was 
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Figure  6.  The  Sungrebe  flew  easily  over  water  control  structures  as  it  fed  along  the  canall  8 November  2008. 
Photograph  by  Stephen  M.  Fettig. 


feeding  actively  as  it  moved  along  the  canal, 
covering  a distance  of  some  500  m,  picking 
flies  or  other  small  insects  from  the  water. 
It  swam  with  a jerky,  gallinule-type  motion, 
the  head  moving  forward  and  back.  When 
it  encountered  small  irrigation  structures, 
or  weirs,  it  flew  over  them  with  ease,  to 
continue  feeding  on  the  other  side  (Figure 
6).  The  white  band  on  the  trailing  edge  of 
the  tail  was  only  visible  when  in  flight.  The 
yellow  and  black  toes  were  visible  when  it 
climbed  over  driftwood.  Overall,  the  bird 
appeared  to  be  in  unworn  plumage,  was 
seemingly  healthy,  and  was  generally  wary; 
it  was  not  heard  to  vocalize.  It  was  clearly  a 
female,  with  a conspicuous  buffy  cheek 
patch.  Although  the  bill  was  reddish,  its  rel- 
ative dullness  (as  opposed  to  scarlet)  sug- 
gested the  bird  was  not  in  high  breeding 
condition  (Alvarez  del  Toro  1971). 

Bosque  del  Apache  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  (33°  48’  N,  106°  54’  W;  elevation 
1370  m)  is  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  in  So- 
corro County,  south-central  New  Mexico;  it 
is  intensively  managed  for  waterfowl,  with 
numerous  ponds,  marshes,  and  canals  of 
varying  sizes  adjacent  to  the  Rio  Grande. 
The  refuge  would  seem  to  provide  an  at- 
tractive locale  for  a Sungrebe,  and  the  same 
could  be  said  for  much  of  the  valley  south 
of  the  refuge  through  Sierra  County  and 
Dona  Ana  County,  including  Elephant 
Butte  Lake,  Caballo  Lake,  and  associated  ir- 
rigation networks,  south  to  El  Paso,  Texas. 
Beyond  El  Paso,  however,  as  the  river  bends 
eastward,  it  is  often  dry  for  long  stretches  as 
it  passes  through  a rocky  and  often  moun- 
tainous desert  landscape,  making  a “follow 
the  river”  scenario  difficult  to  imagine.  The 
refuge  lies  some  1370  km  northwest  of  the 


nearest  known  Sungrebe  population  in 
northern  Mexico. 

Autumn  2008  was  relatively  mild  in  New 
Mexico.  According  to  the  National  Weather 
Service  (<www.srh.noaa.gov>),  November 
was  drier  and  warmer  than  normal,  with 
the  period  11-19  November  noted  for 
“tranquil  weather”  and  above-normal  tem- 
peratures. At  the  refuge,  daily  high  temper- 
atures during  11-19  November  averaged 
21.6°  C;  lows  averaged  -4.5°  C,  with  the 
coldest  morning,  15  November,  registering 
-8.1°  C (D.  Perry,  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service,  in  litt.).  The  tranquil  weather  end- 
ed with  the  arrival  of  a strong  cold  front  19 
November  that  brought  colder  tempera- 
tures and  strong  winds,  including  to  the 
Rio  Grande  Valley.  Of  unknown  signifi- 
cance is  that  13  November,  the  date  of  dis- 
covery, coincided  with  the  full  moon. 

Sungrebes  in  captivity 

The  identification  of  the  New  Mexico  Sun- 
grebe was  not  in  question,  but  how  it  came 
to  be  in  the  state’s  Rio  Grande  Valley  gener- 
ated considerable  discussion,  with  the  pos- 
sibility that  the  bird  may  have  escaped  from 
captivity,  or  otherwise  arrived  with  human 
assistance,  receiving  much  attention.  We 
considered  several  possible  sources;  public 
and  private  zoos,  private  waterfowl  and 
game  bird  breeding  operations  and  similar 
bird  parks,  the  exotic  bird  trade,  and  im- 
portation for  scientific  research,  and  we 
sought  information  from  as  many  potential 
sources  as  we  could  identify.  In  addition, 
we  contacted  government  entities  for  infor- 
mation on  regulations  governing  importing 
and  keeping  such  species. 

In  the  United  States,  Sungrebe  is  not  pro- 


tected by  the  Migratory  Bird  Treaty  Act,  the 
Endangered  Species  Act,  or  the  Convention 
on  International  Trade  in  Endangered 
Species  (CITES);  hence  no  federal  permit  is 
needed  for  importation  (W.  H.  Howe,  U.  S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  in  litt.).  A Sun- 
grebe, whether  dead  or  alive,  upon  entry 
would  need  to  be  “declared”  to  the  U.  S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  but  because  it 
has  no  protection,  no  action  would  be  tak- 
en (it  would  not  be  confiscated)  nor  any 
formal  record  maintained.  Such  a species 
would  also  need  to  be  declared  to  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  which  for  vari- 
ous reasons  (e.g.,  disease  concerns)  could 
deny  its  importation  or  cause  it  to  be  quar- 
antined, but  we  found  no  database  where 
such  actions  are  stored  or  are  available  for 
retrieval.  Individual  states  may  require  im- 
portation permits  or  otherwise  restrict  pos- 
session; to  date,  we  have  found  no  record  of 
Sungrebe  importation  into  New  Mexico  or 
elsewhere. 

We  initially  contacted  local  and  regional 
zoos  for  information  on  captive  Sungrebes, 
but  the  search  quickly  expanded,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  zoo  community,  to  become 
international  in  scope.  A review  of  the  In- 
ternational Species  Information  System 
(ISIS),  a global  database  of  zoo  collections, 
found  no  Sungrebe  listed.  Although  ISIS  is 
not  mandatory,  and  not  all  zoos  yet  partici- 
pate, most  institutions  in  North  America 
and  Europe  are  very  good  at  keeping  their 
entries  up  to  date.  Curators  and  other  zoo 
personnel  who  responded  regarding  the 
Sungrebe  confirmed  that  their  zoos  had  no 
Sungrebe  and  that  they  knew  of  no  history 
of  Sungrebes  in  captivity.  All  rumors  of 
“captive  Sungrebes”  turned  out  to  be  Sun- 
bitterns  (Eurypyga  helias),  a popular 
species  in  collections,  with  at  least  87  in 
captivity  in  North  America.  Only  three 
Mexican  zoos  are  included  in  the  ISIS  com- 
pilation; one  of  those  missing  is  the  large 
zoo  at  Tuxtla  Gutierrez,  Chiapas  (founded 
by  M.  Alvarez  del  Toro),  but  when  visited  in 
2007  it  had  no  Sungrebe  (Parmeter,  Old- 
enettel,  pers.  obs.).  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva, 
a Mexican  ornithologist  with  broad  knowl- 
edge of  that  country’s  bird  life,  responded 
(in  litt.)  that  he  was  unaware  of  Sungrebes 
in  captivity  anywhere  in  Mexico. 

In  addition  to  zoos,  we  knew  that  water- 
fowl  fanciers  and  other  game  bird  breeders 
maintain  collections  of  live  birds  that  often 
are  worldwide  in  scope.  A colleague,  R Mc- 
Connell (in  litt.),  contacted  several  interna- 
tional, national,  and  regional  organizations 
for  information  on  possible  captive  Sun- 
grebes. The  replies  confirmed  that  none 
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had  any  knowledge  of  a Sungrebe  ever  hav- 
ing been  kept  in  captivity,  in  part,  it  was  be- 
lieved, because  sucb  a specialized  species 
would  be  extremely  difficult  to  care  for  or 
feed  and  would  likely  die  quickly.  Concern- 
ing exotic  waterfowl  generally,  New  Mexico 
is  no  stranger  to  exotic  ducks,  geese,  and 
swans,  with  those  popular  in  North  Ameri- 
can collections  being  the  ones  most  fre- 
quently encountered.  In  autumn  2008,  for 
instance,  seven  Ringed  Teal  (Anas  leu- 
cophrys),  a South  American  species,  were 
seen  at  El  Paso,  Texas,  on  26  November  Q- 
Kiseda,  in  litt.);  this  species  follows  the  pat- 
tern of  being  especially  common  in  zoos 
and  waterfowl  collections  throughout 
North  America  and  so  is  a likely  candidate 
for  escape. 

The  exotic  bird  trade  was  considered  as 
another  potential  source.  One  individual 
with  considerable  field  experience  with 
Mexican  birds  in  Mexico  (including  Sun- 
grebe)  wrote  that  he  had  had  significant 
dealings  in  the  exotic  bird  trade  for  many 
years  but  had  never  seen  a Sungrebe  adver- 
tised in  that  trade  (T.  Gallucci,  in  litt.). 

Finally,  we  considered  the  possibility 
that  a live  Sungrebe  may  have  been  import- 
ed into  the  United  States  for  research  and 
had  managed  to  escape,  even  though  the 
consensus  of  zoo  curators  and  others  that 
the  species  was  unknown  in  captivity  made 
this  seem  unlikely.  This  was  borne  out  in 
correspondence  with  P.  Houde  (in  litt.), 
who  recently  co-authored  a paper  on  genet- 
ic relationships  within  the  Gruiformes, 
with  an  emphasis  on  finfoots,  based  on 
DNA  sequencing  (Fain  et  al.  2007).  He  was 
unaware  of  Sungrebes  in  captivity  any- 
where in  the  world,  was  unaware  of  any 
ever  having  been  imported  live  into  the 
United  States  for  research,  and  had  experi- 
enced great  difficulty  in  obtaining  his  Sun- 
grebe samples,  which  came  from  two  birds 
collected  in  Peru. 

In  his  summary  of  the  family,  Bertram 
(1996)  states:  “As  far  as  is  known,  there  is  no 
finfoot  in  captivity  anywhere  in  the  world,” 
and  that  statement  appears  to  hold  true  as  of 
April  2009.  That  no  zoo  that  contributes  to 
ISIS  records  them,  that  the  zoo  literature 
does  not  report  the  keeping  of  them,  and  that 
others  who  conceivably  may  keep  them  re- 
port that  they  do  not,  together  make  a strong 
statement  that  a Sungrebe  would  be  a decid- 
edly unlikely  candidate  for  captivity.  The 
species  would  be  difficult  to  find,  capture, 
and  transport,  its  diet  may  be  a challenge  to 
duplicate  in  captivity,  and  its  secretive,  reclu- 
sive behavior  would  make  it  particularly  un- 
suitable for  display  (Bertram  1996). 


Sungrebes  as  dispersers 

Bertram  (1996)  notes:  “Finfoots  are  ...  at 
borne  ...  in  the  air,”  that  they  fly  “with 
steady,  fast  wing  beats,”  and  that  they 
“clearly  are  capable  of  long  aerial  jour- 
neys.” Sungrebe’s  ability  to  fly  easily  and 
strongly  has  been  attested  to  by  the  few  or- 
nithologists who  have  studied  the  species 
in  the  field.  Of  Sungrebes  in  southern  Ver- 
acruz, Wetmore  (1943)  writes  that  “they 
flew  rather  quickly,  being  able  to  rise  after 
four  or  five  strokes  of  the  feet  in  the  water. 
The  flight  was  quite  fast.”  Slud  (1964), 
writing  of  Sungrebes  in  Costa  Rica,  notes 
that  “the  species  undoubtedly  flies  suffi- 
ciently well  for  its  needs.  Indeed,  a bird  that 
I had  inadvertently  cornered  . . . rose  direct- 
ly from  the  water  with  the  lightness  of  a 
dove  to  fly  over  the  obstacle.”  Wetmore 
(1965)  writes  from  experiences  in  Panama 
that  “they  may  rise  a meter  or  two  in  the  air 
and  fly  swiftly,  like  a small  duck,  for  a hun- 
dred meters  or  more.”  He  also  saw  them 
take  flight  and  fly  with  ducks.  Sick  (1993) 
observed  the  species  in  Brazil  and  writes 
that  it  “takes  off  with  ease,  flying  close  to 
the  water’s  surface,  and  has  been  known  to 
fly  into  a wall  at  night,  showing  that  it  can 
undertake  long  flights,  like  the  rallids.” 

Although  it  is  generally  assumed  there  is 
no  regular  migration  by  any  of  the  three 
finfoot  species,  there  is  considerable  evi- 
dence of  these  birds  “moving  around  in 
search  of  new  habitat  in  which  to  settle” 
(Bertram  1996).  Specifically,  they  are  quick 
to  colonize  newly  created  habitat  within 
their  normal  ranges,  including  new  reser- 
voirs and  even  seasonal  roadside  ditches. 
Hilty  (1994),  in  fact,  included  Sungrebe 
among  a “set  of  short-distance  migrants” 
for  the  Manu  River  floodplain  in  Peru.  The 
apparent  absence  of  variation  between 
populations  of  Sungrebes  over  the  species’ 
large  range  also  may  imply  movement  and 
interchange  among  its  populations.  Sick’s 
(1993)  observations  indicate  that  some  of 
this  movement  occurs  at  night,  as  with 
rails. 

In  addition  to  movements  within  normal 
range,  there  is  evidence  of  vagrancy  by  Sun- 
grebes to  points  beyond  normal  range  or 
habitat.  Examples  include  a specimen  from 
the  high  paramo  zone  at  3600  m on  Lagu- 
na Mucubaji,  Venezuela,  in  October  1994 
(Hilty  2003)  and  another  at  2600  m near 
Bogota,  Colombia,  on  an  unspecified  date 
(Hilty  and  Brown  1986).  The  species  is  ac- 
cidental on  the  island  of  Trinidad  (A.O.U. 
1998),  at  its  closest  some  20  km  from  the 
mainland,  indicating  oversea  travel;  the 
two  specific  records  given  by  ffrench 


(1991)  were  one  collected  during  the  peri- 
od December  1862  through  March  1863 
and  a sighting  in  January  1966. 

Sungrebe  may  have  spread  northward  in 
eastern  Mexico  in  recent  decades.  Histori- 
cally known  only  as  far  north  as  southern 
Veracruz  (e.g.,  Ridgway  and  Friedmann 
1941,  this  based  on  records  of  F. 
Sumichrast  from  the  1800s),  it  was  first 
found  north  to  central  Veracruz  (Warner 
and  Mengel  1951,  Lowery  and  Dalquest 
1951)  and  eastern  San  Luis  Potosi  (Lowery 
and  Newman  1951)  only  in  the  early 
1940s,  but  whether  those  records  repre- 
sented expansion  or  merely  detection  of 
previously  unknown  populations  cannot 
be  determined.  Once  found,  however,  the 
species  continued  to  be  reported  from  east- 
ern San  Luis  Potosi  in  subsequent  years, 
e.g.,  December  1951  (Condor  54:  350),  De- 
cember 1981  (Ameiican  Birds  36:  769),  and 
December  1990  (American  Birds  45:  1007). 
To  the  north  in  Tamaulipas,  however,  evi- 
dence is  stronger  that  the  species  may  in- 
deed be  a recent  arrival.  Beginning  in  the 
1930s  and  continuing  through  the  1970s, 
the  state  of  Tamaulipas  was  visited  by  nu- 
merous ornithological  expeditions  (e.g., 
Sutton  and  Burleigh  1939,  Sutton  and  Pet- 
tingill  1942,  Eaton  and  Edwards  1948, 
Zimmerman  1957),  including  especially 
the  popular  Gomez  Farias  region  and  its 
Rio  Sabinas,  the  river  of  the  title  of  Sutton’s 
At  a Bend  in  a Mexican  River  (1972),  but 
with  no  record  of  Sungrebe  during  that  pe- 
riod. In  particular,  the  Gomez  Farias  area 
southwest  of  Ciudad  Victoria  and  the  Rio 
Corona  area  northeast  of  Ciudad  Victoria 
were  both  the  subject  of  avifaunal  analyses 
in  the  1970s  (Webster  1974,  Gehlbach  et 
al.  1976),  but  again  with  no  mention  of 
Sungrebe.  The  National  Audubon  Society’s 
Christmas  Bird  Count  (C.B.C.)  was  formal- 
ly extended  into  Mexico  in  the  winter  of 
1972-1973,  and  a count  was  established  at 
Gomez  Farias  (23°  09’  N,  99°  13’  W)  that 
year.  Although  not  covered  annually,  it  was 
not  until  31  December  1987  that  a Sun- 
grebe was  reported  (American  Birds  42: 
1145)  and  recognized  by  the  C.B.C.  re- 
gional editor,  Robert  S.  Ridgely,  as  a first  for 
Tamaulipas  and  the  northernmost  ever  for 
the  species  (American  Birds  42:  562);  the 
species  was  confirmed  for  the  state  when 
one  was  photographed  on  the  Gomez 
Farias  C.B.C.  1 January  1990  (G.  W.  Lasley 
in  litt.)  Even  farther  north,  a C.B.C.  was  es- 
tablished at  Rio  Corona  (23°  50’  N,  98°  50’ 
W)  in  the  winter  of  1978-1979,  to  include 
portions  of  the  Rio  Corona  and  the  Rio  Pu- 
rificacion.  Conducted  annually  over  the 
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next  18  years,  the  count  did  not  report  its 
first  Sungrebe  until  30  December  1996 
(Field  Notes  51:  653);  more  recently,  ac- 
cording to  C.B.C.  data  available  at  Bird- 
Source  (<www.birdsource.org>),  two  were 
reported  there  during  winter  2001-2002. 
Judging  from  numerous  photographs  and 
trip  reports  made  available  via  the  Internet, 
Sungrebes  have  been  found  in  Tamaulipas 
with  increasing  regularity  in  recent  years, 
from  the  vicinity  of  Ciudad  Mante  north  to 
the  Nacimiento  area,  the  Gomez  Farias  re- 
gion (including  the  Rio  Frio  and  the  Rio 
Sabinas),  and  the  Rio  Corona  area,  which 
suggests  not  only  increase  in  range  but 
possible  increase  in  numbers  as  well. 

Discussion 

Sungrebe  is  not  the  only  Neotropical 
gruiform  to  appear  unexpectedly  in  the 
United  States.  Well  known  examples  are 
Spotted  Rail  (Pardirallus  maadatus;  speci- 
mens from  Pennsylvania  12  November 
1976  and  Texas  9 August  1977;  Parkes  et 
al.  1978),  Paint-billed  Crake  (Neocrex  ery- 
throps;  specimens  from  Texas  17  February 
1972;  Arnold  1978;  and  Virginia  15  Dec 
1978;  Blem  1980),  and  Azure  Gallinule 
(Porphyria  flavirostris;  specimen  from  Long 
Island,  New  York  14  December  1986; 
Spencer  and  Kolodnicki  1988),  all  accept- 
ed as  valid  records  by  the  American  Or- 
nithologists’ Union  (A.O.U.  1998).  The 
Texas  Spotted  Rail  was  about  as  far  from 
known  range  as  was  the  New  Mexico  Sun- 
grebe, whereas  the  others  were  all  much 
farther  from  their  nearest  known  popula- 
tions. Remsen  and  Parker  (1990)  analyzed 
the  Azure  Gallinule  record  in  some  detail, 
including  noting  that  it,  as  well  as  the  rail 
and  crake  records,  occurred  during  the  au- 
tumn-winter period;  as  detailed  above, 
available  vagrant  Sungrebe  records,  includ- 
ing the  New  Mexico  bird,  also  occurred 
during  that  period.  Taking  seasonal  ecolo- 
gy, movements,  and  vagrancy  into  consid- 
eration, Remsen  and  Parker  (1990)  con- 
cluded that  extralimital  records  of  rails  and 
gallinules,  including  the  Azure  Gallinule, 
“should  be  regarded  in  general  as  repre- 
senting wild  vagrants  unless  there  is  some 
specific  reason  to  think  otherwise.”  As  it 
happened,  someone  subsequently  came 
forward  (anonymously),  claiming 
(through  a second  party)  to  have  lost  a 
captive  Azure  Gallinule  on  Long  Island  at 
about  the  time  the  specimen  was  obtained 
(Birding  31:  523-524),  thus  complicating 
universal  acceptance  of  that  record. 

The  ranges  of  several  Mexican  species 
seem  to  be  changing  rapidly,  some  much 


faster  than  published  literature  can  track. 
Among  land  birds.  Short-tailed  Hawk  (Bu- 
teo  brachyurus)  has  expanded  steadily 
northward  through  Mexico  to  Arizona, 
New  Mexico,  and  Texas  (Williams  et  al. 
2007),  Gray  Hawk  (Buteo  nitidus)  has  very 
recently  colonized  the  interior  northern 
Mexican  Plateau  (Williams  and  Krueper 
2008,  North  American  Birds  61:  647),  and 
Double-toothed  Kite  (Harpagus  bidentatus) 
has  seemingly  only  just  arrived  in  north- 
western Mexico,  first  in  the  Colima  area 
(Howell  and  Webb  1995)  and  then  north  to 
Nayarit  apparently  only  in  the  past  few 
years  (North  American  Birds  61:  334, 
Williams,  Oldenettel  et  al,  per  obs.,  ph.). 
Among  waterbirds,  another  gruiform, 
Limpkin  (Aramus  guarauna),  was  unknown 
in  western  Mexico  apparently  as  recently  as 
1995  (e.g.,  Howell  and  Webb  1995)  but  is 
now  readily  found  in  the  vicinity  of  San 
Bias,  Nayarit  (Iliff  and  Lovitch  2007; 
Williams,  Oldenettel  et  al.,  pers.  obs.,  ph), 
where  it  presumably  arrived  within  the  past 
decade.  Although  it  is  difficult  to  confirm 
range  expansion  in  a small,  quiet,  and 
reclusive  species  such  as  the  Sungrebe, 
available  evidence  suggests  recent  expan- 
sion north  into  Tamaulipas;  such  an  expan- 
sion presumably  would  be  accomplished  by 
pioneers  striking  out  for  new  habitat  be- 
yond historical  range. 

We  believe  the  New  Mexico  Sungrebe 
likely  represents  a natural  occurrence  and 
should  be  regarded  as  a wild  vagrant  unless 
solid  evidence  to  the  contrary  is  available. 
The  apparent  absence  of  the  Sungrebe  in 
captivity  anywhere,  together  with  docu- 
mentation of  movements  within  usual 
range,  vagrancy  beyond  normal  range  or 
habitat,  and  possible  northward  range  ex- 
pansion, all  support  this  view.  Persons  with 
substantive  information  pertaining  to  this 
record,  including  unreported  instances  of 
captivity  and  current  status  of  wild  popula- 
tions in  Mexico  and  elsewhere,  are  encour- 
aged to  contact  the  corresponding  author. 
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Figire  1.  This  image  of  the  White-crested  Eiaenia  at  South  Padre  Island  (all  fjhotographs  of  this  bird  in  this  article  were  taken  10  Feb- 
ruary 2008)  shows  the  wing  panel  and  structure  of  the  bill  to  good  advantage.  The  short,  mostly  dark  bill  has  a rather  deep  base  with 
dully  flesh  tones,  particularly  on  the  mandible.  The  greater  and  median  upperwing  coverts  have  broad  pale  tips  that  form  strong 
wingbars,  and  the  pale  edges  of  the  secondaries  also  stand  out  as  striking.  These  features  are  separated  by  dark,  almost  blackish 
bases  of  both  secondaries  and  coverts;  observers  commented  on  the  resemblance  of  this  stark  upperwing  pattern  to  that  of  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglet.  Photegmph  by  Erik  Breden. 


Abstract 

This  paper  reviews  the  occurrence  a White- 
crested  Eiaenia  (Eiaenia  albiceps)  at  South 
Padre  Island,  Cameron  County,  Texas  on  9-10 
February  2008,  including  an  analysis  of 
plumage  and  vocalizations  that  permit  identi- 
hcation  of  the  bird  as  subspecies  chilensis. 

Field  encounter 

On  9 February  2008  at  about  1515  CST,  Jones 
discovered  an  Eiaenia  species  at  the  Valley 
Land  Fund’s  Sheepshead  native  habitat  lot  on 
South  Padre  Island,  Cameron  County,  Texas 


(26.098673°  N,  97.167530°  W),  a half-acre 
site  covered  with  heavy  native  South  Texas 
brush  including  Mesquite  (Prosopis  glandu- 
losa),  Huisache  (Acacia  farnesiana),  Te- 
peguaje  (Leucaena  pulverulenta),  Retama 
(Parkinsonia  aculeata),  and  Texas  Lantana 
(Lantana  horrida).  The  bird  seemed  to  appear 
in  response  to  a whistled  imitation  of  Ferrug- 
inous Pygmy-Owl  (Glaucidium  brasilianum) . 
During  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon,  the 
bird  was  photographed  and  studied  by  several 
observers  on  both  the  northern  and  southern 
portions  of  the  Sheepshead  lot. 


After  photographs  were  posted  on  the  In- 
ternet that  evening,  Reid  tentatively  identified 
the  bird  as  a White-crested  Eiaenia  (Eiaenia 
albiceps)  of  the  subspecies  chilensis,  based  on 
his  prior  experience  with  this  taxon  in  south- 
ern Chile.  The  following  day,  the  bird  was 
studied  and  photographed  by  many  ob- 
servers, including  Reid,  who  also  obtained  the 
first  recordings  of  its  vocalizations  on  his 
video  camera.  Subsequently,  another  record- 
ing was  obtained  by  Lamont  Brown.  The  bird 
was  not  seen  after  10  February  2008,  despite 
a concerted  effort  by  many  to  relocate  it. 

Descriptiin 

In  a North  American  context,  the  eiaenia 
(Figures  1-8,  11)  was  proportioned  like  an 
Empidonax,  slightly  smaller  than  a nearby 
Eastern  Phoebe  (Sayomis  phoebe),  with  a 
short,  strongly  notched  tail,  medium-length 
primary  projection,  and  crested  occiput.  In 
profile,  the  shape  of  the  crest  was  intermedi- 
ate between  that  of  Northern  Beardless- 
Tyrannulet  (Camptostoma  imberbe)  and 
Hammond’s  Flycatcher  (Empidonax  ham- 
mondii).  Even  when  not  raised,  the  crest  was 
always  visible;  thus  at  no  time  did  the  head 
appear  rounded.  The  short  bill  was  unlike 
those  of  most  North  American  flycatchers  in 
that  it  was  rather  narrow  and  somewhat 
deeply  based,  tapering  to  a finer  tip.  The  bill 
was  mostly  dark  with  dull  fleshy  on  the  basal 
half  of  the  mandible.  The  legs  and  feet  were 
blackish.  Overall,  the  plumage  was  grayish 
olive  above,  with  slightly  more  gray  on  nape 
and  rump.  Two  prominent  straight  white 
wingbars  were  formed  by  broad,  pale  tips  to 
the  greater  and  median  wing  coverts;  no  pale 
tips  were  present  on  the  lesser  wing  coverts. 
The  tertials  were  cleanly  edged  off-white,  this 
edging  becoming  thicker  distally.  A pale 
greenish-white  panel  on  the  folded  secondar- 
ies, formed  by  their  pale  edges,  was  separated 
from  the  greater  coverts’  wingbar  by  an  al- 
most blackish  band  of  even  width — very  sim- 
ilar to  the  panel  on  the  wings  of 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  (Regulus  calendula), 
for  instance.  The  underparts  were  off-white 
with  a pale  gray  wash  to  the  breast  and  flanks, 
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Figures  2, 3.  The  White-crested  Elaenia  often  appeared  alert  or  agitated,  particularly  when  feeding  or  when  interacting  with  several  Eastern  Phoebes;  at  such  times,  it  tended  to  erect  the  head  feathers 
more  fully,  exposing  the  whitish  centra!  feathers  prominently.  Photographs  by  Daniel  Jones  (above  left)  and  Erik  Breden. 


Figures  4, 5.  When  the  White-crested  Elaenia  was  less  active,  it  tended  to  relax  the  crown  feathers  more,  but  both  the  crest  itself  and  the  white  of  the  central  crown  (coronal  patch)  were  visible  at  al! 
times.  Photographs  by  Steve  Bentsen  (above  left)  and  Erik  Breden. 


and  a very  light  pale  yellow  wash  to  the  lower 
flanks  and  undertail  coverts.  The  belly  and 
throat  were  a pale  grayish  white.  The  dark  eye 
was  prominent,  being  surrounded  by  a nar- 
row but  complete  pale  eye-ring,  plus  a dif- 
fusely pale  supraloral  area.  The  ear  coverts 
and  most  of  the  head  were  medium  olive.  The 
crown  was  slightly  darker,  with  an  always  vis- 
ible long,  wide  coronal  patch  of  pure  white. 


reaching  from  a few  millimeters  behind  the 
base  of  the  maxilla  through  to  the  rear  of  the 
crest.  These  white  crown  feathers  were 
slightly  shorter  than  the  olive  crest  feathers 
on  either  side,  which  effectively  split  the  crest 
longitudinally  in  two.  The  width  of  the  coro- 
nal stripe  was  more  than  a third  of  the  crown 
width  when  the  crest  was  raised  but  narrower 
when  it  was  relaxed. 


Vocalization 

The  call  was  described  by  observers  as  a soft, 
fairly  low-pitched  “wheoo,”  “pio,”  or  “feeoo” 
that  had  a slight  downward  inflection.  The 
spectrogram  prepared  by  Chris  Benesh  (Fig- 
ure 9)  compares  the  calls  of  an  Elaenia  albi- 
ceps  chilensis  recorded  by  Sjoerd  Mayer  in 
Bolivia  to  Reids  recording  of  the  bird  in  ques- 
tion. It  seemingly  is  a perfect  match  in  struc- 
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Figure  6.  In  optimal  light,  the  White-crested  Elaenla's  faintly  yellowish  sides  and  un- 
dertail coverts  were  visible,  though  this  photograph  is  one  of  few  that  shows  these 
features  clearly  (compare  Figure  5,  in  which  the  underparts  look  much  darker). 
Photograph  by  Fernando  Cerra. 


ture  and  pitch.  Other  taxa  of  White-crested 
Elaenia  have  calls  that  sound  similar  but  bur- 
rier;  good  comparisons  of  these  calls  are  avail- 
able online  (<http://www.xeno-canto.org/ 
browse.php?query=Elaenia-(-albiceps>). 

Behavior 

The  elaenia  first  seemed  to  appear  in  response 
to  a whistled  imitation  byjones  of  Eerruginous 
Pygmy-Owl.  The  bird  flew  within  hve  meters 
of  the  observer  with  its  crest  raised  and  ap- 
peared agitated.  Throughout  that  afternoon 
and  the  subsequent  day,  observers  reported 
that  the  bird  frequently  seemed  overly  alert, 
looking  in  all  directions  with  crest  raised.  This 


Habitat  and  range 

The  chilensis  subspecies  of 
Elaenia  albiceps  breeds  in 
forests  of  southern  beech 
(Nothofagus),  deciduous  wood- 
land borders,  shrubby  clear- 
ings, cultivated  areas,  and 
urban  areas  with  larger  trees  of 
central  to  southern  Chile  and  west  to  south- 
ernmost Argentina,  being  absent  from  the 
Patagonian  Steppe  (Ridgely  and  Tudor  1994; 
Eigure  11).  Chilensis  is  entirely  migratory, 
with  most  of  the  population  spending  austral 
winters  primarily  in  the  Andes  north  to  north- 
ern Peru  (Schulenberg  et  al.  2007)  and  smaller 
numbers  wintering  in  southern  and  eastern 
Brazil  (Kevin  Zimmer,  pers.  comm.).  A hand- 
ful of  records  exist  from  Amazonia  in  Peru 
(Thomas  Schulenberg,  pers.  comm.)  and 
Brazil  (Kevin  Zimmer,  pers.  comm.).  Ex- 
tralimital  records  include  three  from  Colom- 
bia (E  Gary  Stiles,  pers.  comm.),  two  from  the 
Ealkland  Islands,  and  one  seen  llying  south- 


happened during  feeding  forays 
when  the  bird  was  observed  tak- 
ing and  consuming  the  drupe- 
like fruits  of  Texas  Lantana  and 
of  Pigeon  Berry  (Rivina  humilis) 
and  also  upon  interaction  with 
two  Eastern  Phoebes.  At  times, 
the  bird  would  perch  high  in  the 
larger  bushes  with  crest  raised, 
but  more  frequently  it  would  sit 
quietly  in  the  understory  for 
several  minutes  at  a time.  It 
would  also  disappear  into  the 
thick  cover  for  minutes  at  a 
time. 


ward  offshore  half-way  to  the  Shetland  Islands 
off  Antarctica  (Ridgely  and  Tudor  1994).  The 
species’  normal  migration,  along  with  these 
extralimital  records,  indicate  that  chilensis  is 
an  accomplished  migrant  and  capable  of  long- 
distance flight,  perhaps  as  much  as  5500  kilo- 
meters between  nesting  and  wintering  areas 
(the  distance  from  Padre  Island,  Texas  to 
northern  Peru  is  about  4100  kilometers). 

Discussion 

The  huge  white  coronal  patch  in  an  obviously 
crested  medium-sized  flycatcher  eliminates 
all  tyrant  flycatchers  except  for  those  in  the 
genus  Elaenia.  Of  these,  Yellow-bellied  Elae- 
nia (E.  flavogaster)  is  a notably  larger,  longer- 
tailed  bird  that  has  a differently  patterned 
crest  that  is  also  different  in  shape  (“strag- 
glier”  at  the  rear),  with  most  of  the  white  con- 
centrated at  the  rear  of  the  crest.  That  species 
has  obvious  yellow  on  the  belly  and  different 
vocalizations.  There  are  but  three  Elaenia  taxa 
that  loosely  match  this  bird:  Small-billed  (E. 
panirosths) , Sierran  (E.  pallatangae) , and 
White-crested  (subspecies,  from  north  to 
south,  are:  griseigularis,  diversa,  unibambae, 
albiceps,  modesta,  and  chilensis).  All  other 
members  of  this  genus  can  be  ruled  out,  as 
they  lack  a prominent  crest  with  obvious 
white  center  and/or  strong  white  wing  bars. 
Of  these,  pallatangae  is  non-migratory  and  re- 
stricted to  mid-elevation  slopes  of  the  north- 
ern Andes.  Its  vocalizations  are  quite  similar 
to  chilensis  (per  Alvaro  Jaramillo,  these  two 
taxa  are  closely  related),  but  the  crest  is 
smaller,  with  the  white  center  narrow  and  of- 
ten obscured;  also  the  yellow  wash  on  the  un- 
derparts is  more  extensive,  and  the  wing  bars 
are  not  so  prominent.  E.  parvirostris  is  an  aus- 


Figures  7, 8.  To  observers  of  the  White-crested  Elaenia  at  South  Padre  Island,  it  seemed  proportioned  most  like  an  Empidonax,  with  a short,  strongly  notched  tail  and  medium-length  primary  projection, 
while  the  shape  of  the  crested  head  appeared  intermediate,  in  North  American  context,  between  that  of  Northern  Beardless-Tyrannulet  and  Hammond's  flycatcher.  Even  when  the  bird  was  at  rest,  its 
crest  was  clearly  visible,  and  so  it  never  appeared  round-headed.  Photographs  by  Steve  Bentsen. 
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Figure  9.  This  spectrogram  compares  the  call  notes  of  the  White-crested  Elaenia  at  South  Padre  Island  (recorded  10  February  2008 
[left]  by  Martin  Reid)  to  call  notes  of  a cMens/s  White-crested  Elaenia  recorded  in  Bolivia.  The  recording  device  used  to  capture  the 
Texas  audio  could  not  record  above  5 kHi.  Spectrogram  by  Chris  Benesh. 


Figure  10.  In  these  nine  Elaenia  specimens,  the  five  chilensis  (left)  are  clearly  larger  and  grayer  than  the  four  parvirostris  (right), 
which  appear  more  greenish  above.  The  Zoological  Museum  of  the  University  of  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil  (MZUSP)  graciously  granted  permis- 
sion to  photograph  these  specimens.  Photograph  by  Kevin  Zimmer. 


tral  migrant  and  a possible  candidate  for  oc- 
currence in  North  America;  however,  it  has  a 
much  smaller  crest  that  typically  is  not  visible 
when  not  deliberately  raised,  creating  a 
round-headed  look  with  the  white  center  not 
usually  visible.  Moreover,  parvirostris  lacks  a 
“pheeo”  call  similar  to  that  of  chilensis.  Illus- 
trations in  Schulenberg  et  al.  (2007)  and 
Ridgely  and  Greenfield  (2001),  plus  compar- 
ative photographs  of  specimens  from  Brazil 
(from  the  Zoological  Museum  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Sao  Paulo  [hereafter  MZUSP],  pro- 
vided by  Kevin  Zimmer;  Figure  10)  indicate 
that  parvirostris  is  smaller  than  chilensis,  is  a 
greener  olive  above,  with  a more  contrasting 
pale  throat,  slightly  shorter  wings,  and  longer 
tail.  In  addition,  this  species  often  shows  a 


third  white  wing  bar  on  the  tips  of  the  lesser 
coverts  (when  fresh). 

For  White-crested  Elaenia,  there  are  six 
subspecies  arranged  into  three  groups.  The 
albiceps  group  (including  griseigularis,  di- 
versa,  and  urubambae)  occurs  in  the  Andes 
from  southernmost  Colombia  through 
Ecuador  and  Peru  down  to  central  Bolivia  and 
is  considered  to  be  non-migratory.  These 
forms  have  a less-conspicuous  eye  ring  than 
chilensis,  as  well  as  narrower,  duller  wing  bars 
and  a different  call  note;  they  also  are  gener- 
ally drabber,  with  more  brownish  tones  to  the 
upperparts.  Recent  molecular  evidence  sug- 
gests that  White-crested  Elaenias  of  the  albi- 
ceps group  are  unrelated  to  chilensis,  and  the 
two  should  be  separated  as  different  species 


Figure  1 1 . The  migratory  subspecies  chilensis  of  White-crested 
Elaenia  has  a large  range  that  Is  not  fully  known.  It  breeds 
across  a large  portion  of  the  Southern  Cone  of  South  America  ex- 
cept for  the  Patagonian  Steppe  (red)  and  apparently  winters 
mostly  In  the  Andes  north  to  northern  Peru  (blue),  but  scattered 
records  from  Amazonia,  stretching  at  least  from  eastern  Peru  to 
southern  and  eastern  Brazil  (hatched  area),  suggest  that  its 
nonbreeding  range  may  be  far  more  extensive.  There  are  several 
extralimital  records  of  this  subspecies  (blue  dots):  from  the  Falk- 
lands  (two  records),  Colombia  (three  records),  and  at  sea  in  the 
Drake  Passage  (one  record).  Map  by  Mark  Lockwood. 

(Rheindt  et  al.  2009);  the  tnodesta  group  was 
not  sampled  in  that  work.  The  subspecies 
modesta  is  non-migratory  and  found  along  the 
coastal  areas  of  northern  Chile  and  Peru,  and 
while  the  voice  is  fairly  similar  to  chilensis,  it 
is  strikingly  different  in  appearance,  having 
virtually  no  wing  bars  or  tertial  edgings,  and 
no  kinglet-like  pattern  on  the  secondaries 
(Jaramillo  et  al.  2003;  Reid,  per.  obs.). 

The  subspecies  chilensis  is  the  brightest  of 
the  group,  having  the  strongest  eye  ring, 
thick,  even  whitish  wing  bars,  and  a distinc- 
tive soft  “fio”  call  that  is  often  repeated  for 
long  periods  (its  local  name  in  Chile  is  “Fio- 
fio”).  It  is  an  abundant  bird  in  the  southern 
part  of  its  range  and  is  strongly  migratory.  The 
breeding  season  runs  from  September  to 
March  (McGehee  and  Eitniear  2006),  and  it  is 
likely  that  the  latest-breeding  birds  are  those 
farthest  south  or  at  high  elevations  (as  cold 
conditions  linger  longest  there).  Thus  a likely 
scenario  is  that  part  of  the  population  in  the 
northern  and  central  part  of  the  breeding 
range  may  be  finished  with  breeding  by  the 
beginning  of  February,  and  some  of  them 
could  be  undertaking  a long  migratory  flight 
northward  in  early  February  (both  adults  and 
recently  fledged  birds).  Other  strong  austral 
migrants  have  been  found  in  North  America 
in  February,  such  as  Dark-billed  Cuckoo 
(Coccyzus  melacoryplms)  in  southern  Texas 
and  occasional  Fork-tailed  Flycatchers 
(Tyrannus  savana).  An  alternative  scenario 
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Figure  12.  In  this  photograph,  it  is  clear  that  the  tenth  (outermost)  primary  of  the  Texas 
White-crested  Elaenia  is  longer  than  the  fifth  primary,  which  accords  with  the  wing  formula 
for  cMens/s  established  by  Zimmer  (1941).  Photograph  by  Erik  Breden. 


might  be  that  this  bird  had  been  in  North 
America  for  some  time,  only  being  discovered 
when  it  appeared  at  South  Padre  Island. 

McGehee  and  Eitniear  (2006)  discuss  the 
use  of  Zimmer’s  (1941)  wing  formula  to  iden- 
tify chilensis  and  establish  that  the  outer  pri- 
mary is  longer  than  p5  on  this  taxon,  unlike 
its  less-migratory  relatives.  Erik  Breden  was 
able  to  obtain  a sharp  photograph  of  the  Texas 
elaenia  with  its  wing  outstretched  (Figure 
12),  revealing  the  primary  formula:  it  is  clear 
that  the  outer  primary  is  longer  than  p5,  as  in 
chilensis. 

Summary 

Detailed  photographs  and  sound  recordings 
of  the  South  Padre  Island  elaenia  indicate 
Elaenia  albiccps  chilensis,  a first  record  north 
of  South  America.  The  distribution  and  the 
migratory  behavior  of  the  subspecies  chilensis 
point  to  a natural  occurrence,  as  with  a num- 
ber of  other  vagrant  records  of  austral  migrant 
species  in  North  America. 
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After  two  decades  of  monitoring  weather  systems  and  Cave  Swallow  sightings— and  their  relationships — in  the  Northeast,  Nevrfoundland  birders  finally  connected  with  this  their  first  Cave  Swallow  near 
Cape  Race,  13-15  (here  14)  November  2008.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Mactavish. 


er  48  states  divided  about  at  Texas:  while  Cali- 
fornia had  its  tenth  warmest  September,  Texas 
had  its  tenth  coolest  and  the  Southeast  its 
eleventh  coolest  September,  about  2.6°  F below 
the  twentieth-century  mean.  October  tempera- 
tures stayed  warm  in  the  West  and  Southwest 
but  cooler  than  average  across  the  southern 
Great  Plains,  the  Southeast,  and  the  northeast- 
ern United  States,  In  fact,  the  western  United 
States  had  its  ninth  warmest  August-October 
period  on  record,  whereas  the  South  had  its 


Weather 

Lets  start  with  the  North  this  time.  Canadas 
weather  was  again  milder  than  average  in  fall 
2008  (Figure  1),  with  western  British  Colum- 
bia, southern  Yukon,  southern  Ontario,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  Baffin  Island  closer  to  the  norm, 
though  still  above  long-term  averages.  In  gen- 
eral, areas  farthest  north  experienced  the 
greatest  divergence  from  the  average;  the  ef- 
fects of  this  warmth  are  many,  but  for  birds,  it 
means,  among  other  things,  a delayed  freeze- 


up,  greater  persistence  of  mountain  pine  bee- 
tles and  other  insects  in  the  boreal  forest,  and 
generally  less  urgency  to  vacate  the  northern 
latitudes  than  in  past  decades. 

The  United  States  mainland  was  warm,  too, 
but  chiefly  in  the  West,  which  experienced  its 
fourth  warmest  August  on  record,  almost  3°  F 
warmer  than  the  twentieth-century  mean,  but 
in  the  eastern  half  the  of  the  United  States,  tem- 
peratures were  mostly  below  normal.  This  dis- 
parity continued  into  September,  with  the  Low- 
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Figure  1 . In  Canada,  the  average  temperature  for  autumn  (September  through  November)  2008  was  1 .4°  C above  normal — the  fifth 
warmest  autumn  since  nationwide  records  began  in  1948.  Much  of  the  country  experienced  more  than  a degree  Celcius  above  normal, 
and  the  Arctic  Islands  experienced  temperatures  conditions  in  excess  of  three  degrees  above  normal.  In  the  past  1 1 years,  only  the 
springs  of  2002  and  2004  in  Canada  have  had  temperatures  below  the  long-term  average — all  other  seasons  have  been  above  aver- 
age or  near  average.  Much  of  the  southern  part  of  the  country  enjoyed  an  "Indian  Summer"  well  into  early  October.  Image  courtesy 
and  © of  Environment  (anada/Emironnement  Canada. 


seventh  coolest  August-October  period.  The 
same  is  true  of  November,  which  was  the 
fourth  warmest  in  the  West  (the  eighth 
warmest  on  record  in  Colorado,  fifth  in 
Wyoming),  whereas  the  Southeast  was  much 
cooler  than  normal.  The  West  thus  had  a 
record  warm  June-November  period:  Cali- 
fornia set  a record  for  its  warmest  June- 
November,  while  both  Nevada  and  Utah  had 
their  fifth  warmest  June-November  period. 

While  the  summer  season  (including  Au- 
gust) across  the  contiguous  United  States  was 
overall  above  average  in  terms  of  precipitation 
(about  23  cm  above  average)  and  thus  about 
the  fifteenth  wettest  summer  since  1895,  Au- 
gust’s rank  was  ninth — quite  wet  in  some  ar- 
eas, especially  Colorado,  Georgia,  Texas, 
Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi  (all-time 
wettest),  Alabama,  and  Florida  (the  latter  two 
with  their  second-wettest  August).  Tropical 
Storm  Fay  reduced  some  rainfall  deficits 
along  the  Atlantic  coast,  significantly  in  some 
places,  while  Tropical  Storm  Edouard  eased 
the  southern  Texas  drought.  By  contrast,  sev- 
eral states  had  Augusts  much  drier  than  aver- 
age; Iowa,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Michi- 
gan, Wisconsin  (sixth  driest),  and  Delaware 
(driest  on  record). 

West  of  the  Rockies,  August  precipitation 
was  scattered  and  scarce,  and  the  same  held 
true  in  the  West  the  next  month,  where  Cali- 
fornia recorded  its  driest  September  ever.  In 
the  East,  local  dry  conditions  were  eased  by 
the  remnants  of  hurricanes  Gustav,  Hanna, 
and  Ike,  which  brought  heavy  rains  from 
Texas  and  Louisiana  to  Michigan  and  Ontario 
through  the  Northeast.  Even  Cimarron  Coun- 
ty, Oklahoma,  which  had  been  quite  dry,  en- 
joyed the  bounty  of  both  Gustav  and  Ike.  De- 
spite these  rains,  Kentucky,  Florida,  Georgia, 
and  Tennessee  still  had  one  of  their  driest 
Septembers  on  record,  and  extreme  drought 
conditions  persisted  in  southern  Appalachia 
and  environs,  from  northern  Georgia  to 
southeastern  Kentucky  (Figure  2).  Ten  states, 
most  of  them  in  the  paths  of  tropical  systems, 
recorded  one  of  their  top-ten  Septembers  for 
precipitation:  Arkansas,  Connecticut,  Illinois, 
Louisiana,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Michigan, 
Missouri,  New  Hampshire,  and  Rhode  Island. 

October  was  a different  story:  drier  than  av- 
erage across  much  of  the  West,  the  western 
Gulf  Coast  States,  and  the  mid-Atlantic  States, 
wetter  in  the  Great  Plains  from  the  Texas  pan- 
handle to  the  Dakotas,  west  to  Wyoming  and 


Montana  and  east  to  Minnesota.  In  fact,  it  was 
the  wettest  October  on  record  in  Nebraska, 
with  about  11.3  cm.  By  the  end  of  October, 
Nevada  marked  its  third  driest  Au- 
gust-October stretch,  Kentucky  its  fifth,  Ida- 
ho its  sixth,  and  Ohio  its  seventh. 

November  continued  to  see  above-normal 
precipitation  in  the  same  Montana-to-Min- 
nesota  tier,  but  the  South  and  middle  states 
were  drier  than  usual,  with  much  of  the  Mid- 
west receiving  rains  totaling  only  half  of  aver- 
age. Late  November  brought  chilly  tempera- 
tures and  the  first  heavy  snowfalls  across 
southern  Canada  and  the  northern  tier  of  the 
United  States,  south  to  Iowa  and  Appalachia. 
The  mountain  areas  of  North  Carolina  had 
their  snowiest  November  in  many  years.  As 
we  have  now  come  to  expect,  at  least  in  most 
seasons,  first  half  of  November  brought  a 
strong  low-pressure  system  originating  in  the 
Central  Plains  that  bore  western  and  central 


species  eastward,  from  Ontario  to  Newfound- 
land and  south  through  the  mid-Atlantic, 
among  them  Cave  Swallows  and  Franklin’s 
Gulls  in  some  numbers.  In  two  other  regions, 
we  read  consistently  in  the  autumn  reports 
about  relationships  between  weather  patterns 
and  bird  records:  the  central  Gulf  coast  and 
Alaska.  Greg  Jackson  notes  specific  dates  for 
“productive”  cold  fronts  in  Alabama  and  Mis- 
sissippi, while  Thede  Tobish  writes  that  Alas- 
ka’s “mild,  storm-free  season”  produced  few 
“rarities  from  either  northeastern  Asia  or 
North  America,  and  [...]  protracted  south- 
bound migration  and  limited  notable  concen- 
trations of  birds.”  Even  Alaskan  birding  can 
have  an  off  year,  it  seems,  though  St.  Paul  Is- 
land had  an  exceptional  snipe. 

Storm  birds 

It’s  a rare  autumn  indeed  in  which  records  of 
hurricane-displaced  birds  span  two-thirds  of 
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Figure  2.  As  these  graphics  from  the  beginning  (5  August,  above)  and  close  (25  November)  of  the  autumn  2008  season  indicate,  the 
barrage  of  landfalling  hurricanes  in  autumn  2008  did  manage  to  reduce  drought  conditions  in  Texas  and  the  Southeast  but  did  not 
eradicate  them.  Severe  drought  persisted  over  much  of  California's  Central  Valley  through  the  season.  By  the  end  of  November,  22 
percent  of  the  Lower  48  states'  expanse  suffered  moderate-to-exceptiona!  drought,  with  extreme-to-exceptional  drought  conditions 
in  the  western  Carolinas,  northeastern  Georgia,  eastern  Tennessee,  and  the  Hill  Country  of  Texas.  Images  courtesy  and  ©The  National 
Climatic  Data  Center,  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Association,  Asheville,  North  Carolina. 


the  continent,  from  Colorado  to  New  Jersey, 
north  to  Canada  and  south  to  the  Gulf  Coast 
and  Caribbean  islands.  The  2008  Atlantic  hur- 
ricane season  was  very  active  one:  the  Nation- 
al Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Association’s  Na- 


tional Hurricane  Center  identified  16  named 
storms,  eight  of  these  ranking  as  hurricanes 
and  five  of  those  as  major  hurricanes.  It  was 
the  fourth  most  active  storm  season  since  1944 
and  the  only  year  in  which  a major  Atlantic 


hurricane  existed  in  every  month  from  July 
through  November.  Ten  of  the  past  14  seasons 
have  been  well  above  average  in  storm  activity. 
We  struggle  to  keep  pace  with  the  increasing 
number  of  bird  records  submitted  in  connec- 
tion with  these  storms  and  continue  to  implore 
observers  to  bird  safely  in  foul  weather,  to 
make  good  notes  and  take  as  many  images  of 
birds  as  possible  (try  video-scoping  at  your  fa- 
vorite seawatch  or  lakewatch),  and,  with  prop- 
er permits,  to  salvage  as  many  specimens  of 
unusual  species  as  is  feasible.  We  learn  some- 
thing new  with  each  season  that  passes,  and 
with  the  increasing  volume  of  information,  we 
must  surely  turn  to  centralized  electronic 
archives  such  as  eBird  (<www.ebird.org>)  to 
synthesize  our  sightings. 

The  2009  season  stretched  from  late  May 
(the  early  Tropical  Storm  Arthur)  well  into 
November  (with  the  unusually  powerful  and 
late  Hurricane  Paloma)  and  ranked  as  the 
third  most  costly  on  record,  behind  only  the 
2004  and  2005  seasons,  with  over  $41  billion 
in  damage  overall.  Haiti  was  badly  damaged 
by  four  consecutive  storms  (Fay,  Gustav, 
Hanna,  and  Ike)-,  Ike  also  devastated  Cuba  and 
Galveston,  Texas.  Overall,  the  season  set  sev- 
eral ominous  new  records:  six  consecutive 
tropical  cyclones  (Dolly,  Edouard,  Fay,  Gus- 
tav, Hanna,  and  Ike)  hit  the  United  States 
mainland,  which  has  never  been  recorded 
previously;  and  in  Cuba,  a record  three  major 
hurricanes  (Gustav,  Ike,  and  Paloma)  made 
landfall,  some  in  multiple  locations.  Meteo- 
rologists note  lingering  La  Nina  effects,  such 
as  light  wind  shear,  and  continuing  warm  sea- 
water temperatures  over  the  tropical  At- 
lantic— an  average  of  1.0°  F above  normal — 
as  factors  in  this  active  and  deadly  season.  On 
the  positive  side  of  the  equation,  several  of 
the  storms  brought  much-needed  rain  to 
parched  parts  of  eastern  Texas  and  central 
Florida.  The  negative  side  of  the  ledger  would 
fill  a dozen  issues  of  this  journal,  but  suffice  it 
to  say  here  that  areas  of  Florida  and  Alabama 
barely  recovering  from  Hurricanes  Charlie 
(2004),  Ivan  (2004),  and  Wilma  (2005)  were 
set  back  severely,  while  the  Texas  and 
Louisiana  coasts,  still  reeling  from  recent 
storms,  were  aghast  at  their  damage.  For  yet 
another  year,  the  Upper  Texas  Coast’s  coastal 
woodlands,  including  so  many  areas  cher- 
ished by  birders  worldwide,  were  flooded  by 
salt  water  and  stripped  by  high  winds;  many 
of  these  areas  were  just  beginning  to  come 
back  from  damage  in  2005  (Katrina,  Rita)  and 
2007  (Humberto). 

For  those  who  are  fascinated  by  the  storms 
themselves,  or  curious  to  read  more  about  the 
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Table  1.  Selected  Atlantic  tropica!  cyclones  active  in  August  through  November  2008,  most  of 
these  noted  for  association  with  bird  records.’ 


Storm  iiamci  dates 

Mai.  wind 

Min.  pressure 

Strike(s) 

IS.  Edouard,  3-6  Aug 

65 

996 

Gilchrist,  TX 

IS.  foy,  15-27  Aug 

70 

986 

El  Cabo,  Dominican  Republic 

Gonave  1.,  Haiti 

Cabo  Cruz,  Cuba 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Key  West,  FL 

Cape  Romano,  FL 

Flagier  Beach,  FL 

Carabelie,  FL 

Gustav  (4),  25  Aug-4  Sep 

150 

941 

Jacmel,  Haiti 

Manchioneal,  Jamaica 

Lionel  Town,  Jamaica 

Little  Cayman  and  Cayman  Brae 

Isla  de  la  Juventud,  Cuba 

Los  Palacios,  Cuba 

Cocodrie,  LA 

Hanna  [I],  28  Aug-7  Sep 

85 

977 

Providenciales 

Inagua,  Bahamas 

Northern  Hispaniola 

Middle  Caicos,  Turks  & Caicos 

Myrtle  Beach,  SC 

Islip,  New  York 

Border  ofCT/RI 

/fe  (4),  1-14  Sep 

145 

935 

Grand  Turk  1. 

Inagua,  Bahamas 

Cabo  Lucrecia,  Cuba 

Punta  La  Capitana,  Cuba 

Galveston  l.,TX 

^y/e(1),  25-29  Sep 

85 

984 

Yarmouth,  NS 

Omar  [4),  13-18  Oct 

135 

958 

St.  Croix,  U.S.  Virgin  Is. 

Paloma  (4),  5-10  Nov 

145 

944 

Grand  Cayman  1. 

Little  Cayman  and  Cayman  Brae 

Cayman  Brae 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur,  Cuba 

’ Notes:  Tropical  storms  are  prefixed  with  "T.S.";  hurricane  names  are  followed  by  a number  in 
parentheses  indicating  the  maximum  Category  level  on  the  Saffir-Simpson  Scale  reached  by  the 
storm  during  its  activity  as  a tropical  cyclone.  Wind  intensity  is  given  in  miles  per  hour;  baro- 
metric pressure  is  given  as  millibars. 


effects  on  ecosystems,  we  suggest 
a few  hours  surfing  websites  de- 
voted to  hurricanes,  which  in  re- 
cent years  have  begun  to  offer  a 
dizzying  amount  of  detail  on  the 
characteristics  and  effects  of  each 
tropical  cyclone,  formerly  materi- 
al that  could  be  difficult  to  locate. 

We  must  save  our  pages  here  to 
devote  primarily  to  the  bird 
records  associated  with  selected 
autumn-season  storms,  whose  es- 
sential characteristics  and  landfall 
sites  are  provided  mostly  in  sum- 
mary here  (Table  1).  Of  interest 
to  us  in  this  table  is  that  while  the 
brunt  of  these  storms’  destruction 
is  often  borne  disproportionately 
by  residents  of  Mexico,  Central 
America,  and  the  Caribbean — at 
least  in  terms  of  loss  of  threat- 
ened habitats,  reduction  of  threat- 
ened/endemic bird  taxa,  and  hu- 
man life — the  dollar  figures  we 
read  that  gauge  the  “destructive- 
ness” of  these  storms  refer  dispro- 
portionately to  areas  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  mainland,  where  fewer 
people  are  killed  and  fewer  bird 
taxa  are  threatened  with  extinc- 
tion by  the  storms.  The  disparate 
concentration  of  wealth  in  the 
United  States  also  means  that 
leisure  activities  such  as  birding 
are  far  more  widespread  there, 
and  so  most  of  the  hurricane-bird 
records  received  by  this  journal 
come  from  areas  well  populated 
with  birders.  We  cannot  stress 
enough  in  this  column,  therefore, 
how  little  we  know  about  the  move- 
ment of  birds  around  and  through 
these  storms,  as  we  have  just  frag- 
ments of  data,  mostly  from  the 
end  of  the  storm’s  life  as  a tropical 
cyclone:  we  know  almost  nothing 
about  what  happens  to  birds  in 
these  storms  over,  say,  90%  of 
their  existence  and  very  little  in 
the  remaining  tenth. 

Before  we  plunge  into  the  par- 
ticulars, we  should  note  that  bird- 
ing activity  (“coverage”  as  we  like 
to  say)  of  sites  along  the  tracks  of  several  hur- 
ricanes was  especially  extensive  this  season, 
as  more  and  more  observers  become  aware  of 
the  potential  for  unusual  birds  transported  by, 
or  grounded  by,  these  weather  systems.  How- 
ever, it  is  worth  noting  that  huge  areas  tra- 


versed by  the  two  strongest  landfalling  Sep- 
tember storms  (Gustav  and  Ike) — including 
all  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky,  Michigan,  Ontario — 
recorded  virtually  no  birds  attributed  to  these 
storms,  even  though  birders  positioned  them- 


selves in  what  seemed  ideal  wind- 
ward sites  on  large  lakes  and 
reservoirs  for  finding  seabirds. 
The  respective  regional  reports 
dutifully  mention  this  hard-won 
“negative  data.” 

At  and  near  the  areas  of  land- 
fall, the  storms’  destructiveness 
made  birding  of  any  sort  impossi- 
ble, as  Steve  Cardiff  writes  in  the 
Arkansas  & Louisiana  regional 
report.  As  we  have  noted  in  past 
columns,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico’s 
pelagic  avifauna  mostly  lacks  the 
large  aggregations  of  tubenoses 
seen  in  the  Gulf  Stream  off  North 
Carolina,  for  instance,  so  there 
may  simply  be  fewer  seabirds  af- 
fected by  such  storms.  In  the 
enormous  geographic  area  that 
lies  between  the  lower  Midwest 
and  the  immediate  Gulf  coast, 
birders  are  comparatively  few,  but 
those  few  who  got  out  were 
sometimes  stunned  by  the 
seabirds  they  did  encounter.  And 
so  once  again  this  season,  one  les- 
son seems  to  be  that  most  birds 
recorded  in  the  storms  come  from 
areas  just  inland,  where  the  storm 
strength  has  begun  to  lessen — 
and  not  on  the  immediate  coast, 
which  is  typically  inaccessible 
until  well  after  the  effects  of  the 
storm  (and  the  birds)  have 
passed,  except  for  moribund  and 
dead  birds.  Another  lesson  is  that 
we  should  keep  our  eyes  open, 
assume  nothing,  and  keep  that 
camera  handy,  as  observers  in 
Oklahoma,  Arkansas,  and  Col- 
orado will  tell  you. 


FAY 

On  15  August,  the  day  Tropical 
Storm  Fay  was  named,  the  storm 
produced  heavy  rains  on  Hispan- 
iola. Over  the  next  several  days, 
Fay  crossed  Hispaniola,  Cuba, 
and  then  hit  southern  Florida  18 
August,  moving  northeastward 
across  the  peninsula  and  flooding 
parts  of  eastern  Florida.  After 
crossing  into  the  Atlantic,  Fay  turned  west- 
ward again  and  crossed  northern  Florida  22 
August.  It  became  the  first  storm  to  make 
landfall  in  Florida  four  times  (Table  1),  and  so 
hurricane  birds  were  strewn  from  Mississippi 
to  Georgia,  along  both  Gulf  and  Atlantic 
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shores  and  inland.  Fay  eventually  became  ex- 
tra-tropical on  27  August  over  Tennessee. 

Tubenoses  were  few  in  number  but  re- 
markably diverse  in  this  relatively  weak 
storm.  As  Fay  raked  the  Florida  Panhandle, 
hve  Greater  and  eight  Audubon’s  Shearwaters 
were  observed  flying  past  Pensacola  Beach, 
Escambia  County  24  August,  the  former 
species  still  considered  relatively  rare  in  the 
northern  Gulf.  Off  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet,  Volu- 
sia County,  Florida  a Sooty  Shearwater  was 
nearly  as  rare  19-20  August  (there  are  few  re- 
ports of  this  species  in  association  with  hurri- 
canes, as  most  have  moved  away  from  the 
Southeast  by  autumn).  Also  in  Florida,  a 
Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  found  dead  in 
Pinellas  County  22  August  and  a Leach’s 
Storm-Petrel  found  alive  100  km  inland  at 
Newnans  Lake,  Alachua  County  soon  there- 
after were  both  Fay  birds  and  the  only  ones  of 
their  genus  reported  in  the  storm. 

Surprisingly,  the  only  inland  Magnihcent 
Frigatebird  in  Fay  was  at  Newnan’s  Lake,  Flori- 
da 23  August,  though  there  were  four  in 
coastal  Georgia  the  day  before,  including  an 
impressive  three  at  Jekyll  Island.  A White- 
tailed Tropicbird  at  New  Smyrna,  Volusia 
County  23  August  was  thought  to  be  a Fay 
bird,  as  was  a Masked  Booby  in  Pinellas  Coun- 
ty and  another  at  Pensacola  Beach,  Escambia 
County,  both  Florida  and  both  24  August.  (See 
the  discussion  below  for  records  of  Brown  Boo- 
by during  the  season’s  storms).  Pelecaniforms 
are  usually  among  the  scarcest  of  birds  ob- 
served during  hurricanes,  probably  partly  be- 
cause they  are  not  numerous  in  adjacent  lit- 
toral and  pelagic  waters  in  the  Southeast. 

Brown  Noddies  and  Sooty  and  Bridled 
Terns  were  widely  reported  in  Florida  in  asso- 
ciation with  Fay,  though  no  noddies  were 


found  inland  (not  unusual),  and  the  regional 
report  did  not  tabulate  numbers  of  tropical 
terns  found  on  the  coasts.  Inland,  minimally 
123  total  Sooty  Terns  were  seen  between  six 
Florida  sites,  with  up  to  100  of  those  at  New- 
nans Lake  21-23  August;  six  Bridled  Terns 
were  at  Lake  Apopka  20-21  August,  where  all 
tropical  terns  (adults)  were  seen  passing 
northward,  against  a headwind,  and  clearly 
moving  with  the  storm,  as  none  were  noted 
after  it  had  passed.  Bruce  Anderson  and  Andy 
Bankert  comment  that  coastal  tern  species 
such  as  Royal  and  Sandwich  Terns  were,  per- 
haps surprisingly,  not  found  inland  in  appre- 
ciable numbers.  In  Georgia,  Fay  brought  ten 
Sooty  Terns  to  six  sites,  some  of  these  inland, 
while  nine  Bridled  Terns  were  seen  among 
three  locations  in  that  state.  Alabama  had 
three  booties  in  the  mountains  at  Lake  Oliver 
24  August  and  another  in  Henry  County  four 
days  later. 

A Fay  Black  Skimmer  at  Harpersville,  Shel- 
by County,  Alabama  26  August  was  the  only 
one  of  its  species  inland  reported  in  connec- 
tion with  the  storm. 

GUSTAV 

Tropical  Storm  Gustav  was  named  25  August 
and  by  tbe  next  day,  it  had  strengthened  into 
a hurricane,  striking  southwestern  Haiti  27 
August  and  then  Jamaica.  The  storm  strength- 
ened rapidly  after  clearing  these  areas  and  by 
30  August  was  rated  a Category  4 storm  with 
winds  of  150  m.p.h.  Gustav  made  landfall  in 
Cuba  on  the  island  of  Isla  de  la  Juventud  (Isle 
of  Youth)  and  next  near  Los  Palacios  in  Pinar 
del  Rio  Province;  damages  were  characterized 
as  catastrophic.  Entering  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
it  was  still  a Category  3 hurricane  with  winds 
of  115  m.p.h.,  and  Gustav  made  hnal  landfall 
as  a Category  2 in  Terre- 
bonne Parish,  Louisiana 
early  on  1 September.  Dam- 
age was  extensive  from 
Grand  Isle  to  Baton  Rouge. 
The  remnants  of  Gustav 
were  absorbed  by  a cold 
front  over  the  Ozarks  on  4 
September,  and  the  com- 
bined system  then  tracked 
northeastward  toward 
Michigan. 

Gustav's  birds  were  wide- 
spread both  in  geographic 
and  temporal  terms.  Terns, 
the  usual  suspects,  led  the 
list,  with  Sooty  Terns  re- 
ported from  Arkansas  (20+ 
birds,  2-9  September),  Mis- 


Figure 3.  Colorado's  first  Sooty  Tern  made  its  way  north  from  Lake  Holbrook,  Otero  County,  to 
Lake  Meredith,  Crowley  County,  where  it  lingered  for  the  remainder  of  12  September  2008 
(here)  and  the  following  morning  before  disappearing.  Hurricane  Custav  is  suspected  to  have 
been  the  benefactor,  at  least  from  the  observers'  perspective.  Photograph  by  Glenn  Walbek. 


sissippi  (16,  1-4  September),  Louisiana  (7,  1- 
6 September),  and  Alabama  (one,  7 Septem- 
ber). Two  Bridled  Terns  were  remarkably  far 
inland  in  Delta  County,  Texas  3 September, 
but  one  at  Millwood  Lake,  Arkansas  that  day 
was  the  first  documented  with  evidence  in  the 
state.  Both  Sooty  and  Bridled  Terns  were  seen 
on  Florida’s  Gulf  coast  in  unspecified  num- 
bers. Along  with  these  were  other  coastal 
terns  (single  Royals  in  inland  Louisiana  and 
Arkansas,  where  rare)  and  Black  Skimmers, 
two  in  Arkansas  and  a first  for  northern 
Louisiana,  3-7  September.  Six  frigatebirds,  ap- 
parently all  Magnificents,  were  recorded  be- 
tween Louisiana  (one),  Arkansas  (five!),  and 
the  farthest  flung,  by  far,  in  Vermilion  Coun- 
ty, Illinois  4 September,  “headed  for  the  Indi- 
ana border.” 

But  it  was  in  southeastern  Oklahoma  that 
the  storm  made  its  mark  in  history.  The  de- 
caying remains  of  Gustav  arrived  in  McCur- 
tain  County  3 September,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  it  rained  rarities  for  that  landlocked 
state:  a Cory’s  Shearwater,  a Magnificent 
Frigatebird,  a Royal  Tern,  and  ten  Sooty  Terns 
were  all  noted  at  Red  Slough  Wildlife  Man- 
agement Area  (many  of  these  new  for  the 
state),  along  with  locally  rare  birds  such  as  30 
Ruddy  Turnstones,  two  Red-necked 
Phalaropes,  three  Sabine’s  Gulls,  four  Laugh- 
ing Gulls,  and  a Parasitic  jaeger.  Not  far  away, 
at  Broken  Bow  Reservoir,  a Magnificent 
Frigatebird  and  two  Sooty  Terns  were  seen  the 
same  day,  the  terns  lingering  to  be  found  the 
next  day  as  well,  as  sometimes  happens. 

It  is  harder  still  to  fathom  an  adult  Sooty 
Tern  flying  around  Lake  Holbrook,  Otero 
County,  Colorado  on  12  September,  a bird  that 
was  relocated  in  the  next  county  on  that  and 
the  following  day  (Figure  3).  The  species  has 
reached  southern  Canada  following  large  Gulf 
storms  that  move  toward  the  Midwest,  but  Col- 
oradoans out  doing  their  Big  Day  that  morning 
certainly  had  no  inkling  they  would  be  looking 
at  a Gustav  bird:  the  state  has  no  other  con- 
firmed records  of  hurricane-related  birds. 

HANNA 

Hanna  was  born  28  August  near  the  northern 
Leeward  Islands  and  graded  a Category  1 hur- 
ricane on  1 September,  near  Mayaguana  Is- 
land in  the  Bahamas.  Hanna  moved  rapidly 
from  the  southeastern  Bahamas  along  the 
United  States’  East  Coast  as  a tropical  storm 
in  the  first  week  of  September,  exiting  off- 
shore at  Massachusetts  early  on  7 September. 

Relatively  few  birds  were  reported  in  asso- 
ciation with  the  storm  in  the  Caribbean  or 
Florida,  where  the  storm’s  center  passed  278 
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kilometers  offshore  of  northern  Florida.  A 
Magnificent  Frigatebird  inland  at  Newnan’s 
Lake  5 September  and  a White-tailed  Trop- 
icbird  at  Indialantic,  Brevard  County  2 Sep- 
tember were  notable  pelicaniforms  in  Florida; 
three  Sooty  Shearwaters  off  Crandon  Park, 
Miami-Dade  County  10  September  were 
harder  to  connect  with  the  storm.  A Magnifi- 
cent Frigatebird  at  Beaufort,  North  Carolina  6 
September,  one  on  Virginia’s  Eastern  Shore  7 
September,  another  on  Long  Island  that  day, 
and  one  at  Cape  May,  New  Jersey  the  next  day 
(the  latter  unidentified  to  species)  were  cer- 
tainly also  Hanna  birds. 

Like  Ernesto  of  early  September  2006,  Han- 
na was  a tern  storm  for  the  most  part,  though 
far  fewer  birds,  and  virtually  no  tubenoses 
(one  Cory’s  Shearwater  in  Maryland  on  the 
coast  excepted),  were  associated  with  Hanna, 
which  also  lacked  Ernesto’s  heavy  rains  and 
vnnd  (see  the  S.  A.  Box  in  the  Middle  Atlantic 
report).  Sooty  Terns,  with  52+  reported  north 
of  Florida,  dominated  the  tally  sheets  again, 
with  four  in  Georgia  5 September,  21  in  North 
Carolina  6-8  September,  19+  in  Maryland  6-7 
September,  three  in  Virginia  6 September,  two 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  6 September,  one 
in  Delaware  6 September,  and  two  in  New  Jer- 
sey 6-7  September.  Bridled  Terns,  always  the 
bridesmaids,  were  less  numerous — -just  eight 
in  North  Carolina  6 September,  one  in  Mary- 
land that  day,  and  singles  in  New  Jersey  and 
New  York  7 September.  Given  the  concentra- 
tions of  active,  astute  birders  between  the 
Carolinas  and  New  York,  it  is  likely  that  Han- 
na did  not  have  extensive  impact  on  seabird 
populations;  see  sections  below  on  terns  and 
other  sundries  for  the  rest  of  the  story. 

IKE 

A Cape  Verde-origin  cyclone,  Ike  was  named 
a tropical  storm  1 September  soon  after  it  had 
come  off  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  it  remained  a 
tropical  storm  until  3 September,  when  it  un- 
derwent explosive  intensification;  satellite- 
derived  data  suggest  that  it  strengthened  from 
a tropical  storm  to  a Category  4 hurricane  in 
twelve  hours,  with  an  estimated  pressure  drop 
of  43  millibars,  from  991  to  948  millibars. 
The  storm  shredded  Great  Inagua  Island  and 
Grand  Turk  Island,  where  most  of  the  build- 
ings were  destroyed.  Ike  crossed  Cuba  8 Sep- 
tember, moving  along  of  the  southern  coast  of 
Cuba  until  it  reached  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  the 
next  day,  where  it  grew  both  in  size  and 
strength.  It  made  landfall  on  Galveston  Island 
13  September  as  a strong  Category  2 hurri- 
cane, with  a monster  storm  surge  from  Galve- 
ston Island  into  southern  Louisiana. 


The  Bolivar  Peninsula,  Galveston  Island, 
and  the  Port  Arthur  areas  had  extensive  dam- 
age; surge  of  up  to  four  and  half  meters  inun- 
dated millions  of  acres  of  coastal  woodland 
and  prairie  habitats  vital  to  both  resident  and 
migrant  birds.  Mark  Lockwood  and  team  in 
Texas  write  that  “the  impact  on  the  birds  was 
dramatic,  with  most  of  these  areas  missing 
their  permanent  residents  in  the  weeks  after 
the  storm” — very  similar  to  the  aftermath  of 
Katrina  in  Louisiana.  It  was  Texas’s  worst  hur- 
ricane in  recorded  history  and  the  third  most 
destructive  U.S..  hurricane,  after  Katrina 
(2005)  and  Andrew  (1992).  The  surge  impact 
on  the  Louisiana  coast  was  higher  than  from 
Gustav  in  many  areas,  and  surge  in  southwest- 
ern Louisiana  was  even  worse  than  in  Rita  of 
2005,  largely  because  Ike  was  such  a large 
storm.  Steve  Cardiff  writes:  “In  terms  of  habi- 
tat damage,  [/fee’s]  unwanted  burst  of  coastal 
erosion  was  devastating  for  barrier  islands  and 
marshlands,  and  Gustav  caused  incredible  tree 
damage  deep  into  central  Louisiana.” 

We  who  watch  storms  closely  were,  in 
most  cases,  caught  off  guard  by  what  was 
deemed  “only  a Category  2”  storm.  We  had 
many  friends  and  colleagues,  and  favorite 
birding  areas,  in  the  path  of  this  hurricane, 
and  it  was  a dismaying  shock  to  see  yet  an- 
other catastrophic  strike  in  this  region.  The 
Saffir-Simpson  Hurricane  Scale,  which  defines 
these  categories,  is  not  the  most  refined  tool 
for  predicting  destructiveness.  Ike  also  had 
the  highest  Integrated  Kinetic  Energy  (IKE) 
of  any  Atlantic  storm  on  record.  IKE,  a meas- 
ure of  storm  surge’s  destructive  potential,  is 
more  complex  and  often  more  accurate  than 
Saffir-Simpson.  On  an  IKE  scale  that  ranges 
from  1 to  6,  with  6 being  highest  destructive 
potential.  Hurricane  Ike  earned  a 5.6.  The 
storm  also  had  the  highest  ACE  (Accumulat- 
ed Cyclone  Energy)  factor  of  any  storm  in 
2009,  a 39;  this  number  is  a measure  of  the 
power  of  the  hurricane  multiplied  by  the 
length  of  time  it  exists,  and  this  might  also  be 
relevant  for  careful  studies  of  birds  in  relation 
to  tropical  cyclones.  It  may  be  worthwhile  for 
us  to  look  at  these  numbers  as  storms  ap- 
proach in  the  future. 

Ike  moved  into  western  Arkansas  as  a weak 
tropical  storm  during  the  evening  of  the  13  th, 
passing  over  northwestern  Arkansas  early  on 
14  September.  As  the  storm  moved  inland  to- 
ward the  northeast,  it  brought  extensive 
flooding  and  wind  damage  throughout  the 
Midwest  and  as  far  north  and  east  as  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  western  Tennessee  and  Kentucky, 
and  up  the  Ohio  River  as  far  as  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  heavy  winds  (up  to  80  m.p.h.)  downed 


trees  by  the  thousands.  Observers  patiently 
scanned  from  key  points  on  the  eastern  Great 
Lakes  (the  storm  passed  directly  over  Point 
Pelee,  Ontario),  but  not  a single  storm  bird 
was  detected  north  of  Oklahoma  or  Arkansas 
....  unless  one  considers  the  frigatebirds. 

Steve  Cardiff  called  Hurricane  Ike  “a  south- 
ern Louisiana  ‘frigatebird  event’,”  but  unlike 
in  Gustav,  no  frigatebirds  were  seen  in 
Arkansas  during  or  after  Ike  at  all.  Highlights 
of  the  Ike  event  began  with  20  frigatebirds 
over  New  Orleans  11  September.  The  next 
day,  birders  found  over  550  frigatebirds  across 
the  southern  part  of  the  state,  with  68+  the 
following  day  (some  of  these  remaining  an- 
other day),  and  four  birds  noted  in  other  ar- 
eas 14  September.  Inland,  Cross  Lake  still  had 
a frigatebird  20  September.  In  adjacent  east- 
ern Texas,  dozens  of  frigatebirds  were  noted 
in  the  Pineywoods  as  far  north  as  Lake 
Tawakoni  and  west  to  Lake  Waco  (ten  coun- 
ties; numbers  not  specified).  Although  there 
is  no  way  to  prove  an  association  with  Ike, 
single  frigatebirds  reported  from  northeastern 
Ohio  16  September,  western  Maryland  19 
September,  northern  Michigan  and  eastern 
Pennsylvania  20  September,  upstate  New 
York  21  September  (Figure  4),  southwestern 
Michigan  26  September,  and  northern  Indi- 
ana 27  September  seem  very  likely  to  have 
moved  with  or  ahead  of  the  enormous  storm 
that  was  Ike. 

A comparison  with  a “frigatebird  storm” 
from  the  not-too-distant  past,  Hurricane 
Gilbert  of  1988  (Lehman  1989),  may  be  in- 
structive: Gilbert  displaced  dozens  of  frigate- 
birds,  with  records  extending  from  New  Mex- 
ico east  to  Virginia,  north  to  Minnesota  and 
Ontario.  Gilbert’s  breadth,  expressed  in  what 
meteorologists  call  “gale  diameter,”  was  the 
third  greatest  ever  recorded  at  landfall  in  the 
Atlantic,  at  925  kilometers  (or  500  miles). 
Hurricane  Ike  does  make  the  Top  Ten  list  in 
this  regard,  coming  in  at  #10  with  a diameter 
of  780  kilometers  (420  miles),  but  while  it 
was  still  offshore,  /fee’s  tropical  storm  and  hur- 
ricane force  winds  were  as  broad  as  965  and 
390  kilometers,  respectively — making  Ike  the 
largest  Atlantic  hurricane  known.  The  only 
other  Gulf  storm  on  the  list  to  make  compa- 
rable landfall,  Ivan  of  2004  (785  kilometers 
wide),  was  also  a frigatebird  storm,  although 
most  birds  were  displaced  east  (Florida)  and 
west  (Louisiana)  of  the  area  of  landfall  in  Al- 
abama (Pranty  2005,  Duncan  and  Duncan 
2005;  <http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/hurricane/ 
postivanphotos.htm>).  So  perhaps  in  our  at- 
tempts to  understand  relationships  between 
various  seabird  species  and  tropical  cyclones, 
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we  should  be  mindful  not  just  of  wind  inten- 
sity and  direction,  rainfall,  forward  speed,  and 
so  forth  but  also  gale  diameter.  A comparison 
of  lowest  central  pressure  may  also  be  in- 
structive: Gilbeifs  was  the  second  lowest  ever 
recorded  (888  mb,  second  only  to  Wilma  of 
2005,  with  882  mb);  Ivan’s  was  910  mb;  and 
Ike's  was  935  mb. 

We  should  say,  in  excursus,  that  it  is  a tale 
of  differing  trends  with  Magnificent  Frigate- 
birds  in  the  East  versus  the  West.  In  the  East, 
sightings  of  wandering  Magnihcents  that  are 
probably  or  dehnitely  unrelated  to  tropical 
storm  activity  have  increased  noticeably  dur- 
ing the  past  decade  along  the  Atlantic  coast. 
They  are  showing  up  almost  anytime  between 
May  and  mid-November,  and  this  seasons 
rogue  Man-o’-war  birds  came  from  New  Jer- 
sey 27  October,  from  Ontario  12  October,  and 
from  Nova  Scotia  25  August;  no  obvious  con- 
nection to  storms  in  these  dates.  However, 
frigatebirds  may  be  displaced  farther  out  from 
the  center  of  tropical  storms  than  most  other 
tropical  seabirds,  including  well  to  the  north 
and  west  of  the  storms  track  (unlike  most 
other  storm-blown  waifs.  Sooty  Tern  a weak 
exception);  and  individuals  discovered  two  or 
even  three  weeks  after  the  storms  passage 
may  still  be  related  to  that  event,  such  as  the 
October  birds  in  New  Jersey  and  Ontario. 
Thus,  many  of  the  interior  records  of  frigate- 
birds,  west  to  the  Great  Lakes,  may  be  storm- 
influenced,  even  if  such  a connection  is  not 
obvious.  Given  the  possibility  that  other 
species  of  frigatebirds  might  occur,  many  in- 
dividuals, if  not  closely  studied,  are  being  left 
unidentified,  as  “Fitgata  species.”  In  contrast, 
the  number  of  Magnihcents  turning  up  in 
California  (and  to  a lesser  extent  in  the  inte- 
rior Southwest)  has  crashed.  The  species  was 
formerly  an  annual  summer  wanderer  in 
small  numbers  from  western  Mexico  to 
southern  California,  both  along  the  coast  and, 
particularly,  inland  at  the  Salton  Sea  and  to 
southern  Arizona,  but  during  the  past  10-15 
years,  occurrences  have  dropped  to  an  aver- 
age of  perhaps  one  bird  per  year.  A likely  ex- 
planation is  the  reported  abandonment  of  the 
northernmost  nesting  colony  in  the  Sea  of 
Cortez.  Recent  records  in  California  of  both 
Great  and  Lesser  Frigatebirds,  combined  with 
Magnificent’s  substantial  decline,  has  resulted 
in  the  placement  of  the  latter  back  on  the  Cal- 
ifornia Bird  Records  Committee  review  list. 
Frigatebirds  seen  this  season  in  Alaska  and 
well  off  the  Oregon  coast  were  properly  left  as 
“frigatebird  sp.,”  as  were  almost  a third  of  ex- 
tralimital  records  in  the  East. 

Back  to  Ike.  Like  Gustav,  the  larger  storm 


was  keenly  attended  by  birders  in  the  interior, 
who  looked  for  another  Oklahoma  Miracle, 
but  in  fact  relatively  few  other  seabirds  were 
found  any  distance  (over  100  kilometers) 
from  coastal  areas,  though  eastern  Texans 
found  Brown  Pelicans  and  Laughing  Gulls  at 
many  reservoirs  and  had  first-county  records 
aplenty  for  Royal  Tern,  plus  a few  Sandwich 
Terns,  even  rarer  inland.  Arkansans  found  an- 
other Royal,  after  their  earlier  one  during 
Gustav,  and  16  made  news  in  interior 
Louisiana.  Sooty  Terns  turned  up  only  in 
Louisiana  (13  birds,  13-15  September),  Mis- 
sissippi (eight  birds,  14  September),  and 
again  Oklahoma  (three,  14  September),  but 
no  Bridled  Terns  were  reported.  However, 
Mississippi’s  seventh  Brown  Noddy  was  at 
Ocean  Springs  13  September,  the  only  one  of 
the  storm.  Ike-driven  Black  Skimmers  includ- 
ed 34  (a  huge  count)  in  interior  eastern  Texas 
and  Arkansas's  sixth  in  Pulaski  County  14 
September. 

EDOUARD  & PALOMA 
Tropical  Storm  Edouard  was  named  on  3 Au- 
gust. It  made  landfall  in  Texas  near  Port 
Arthur  on  the  morning  of  5 August  as  a strong 
tropical  storm,  weakening  into  a tropical  de- 
pression by  afternoon  as  it  passed  inland.  On 
6 November,  just  east  of  Nicaragua,  Hurri- 
cane Paloma  was  named,  a storm  that  eventu- 
ally became  a Category  3 major  hurricane — a 
rarity  in  the  month  of 
November  in  the  At- 
lantic. The  storm 
made  landfall  as  a Cat- 
egory 2 near  Santa 
Cruz  del  Stir,  Cuba. 

Damage  was  also  ex- 
tensive in  the  Cayman 
Islands.  We  include 
these  storms  here  to 
make  a point:  there 
are  no  bird  records 
mentioned  in  the  re- 
gional reports  in  asso- 
ciation with  them, 
though  surely  some 
birds  were  affected. 

Although  probably  no 
birders  were  present 
to  study  the  impact  of 
Paloma,  it  is  surprising  to  see  no  Texas 
records  as  a result  of  Edouard.  We  encourage 
observers  to  send  even  scant  or  negative  data 
to  regional  editors  and  to  eBird 
(<wvinv.ebird.org>);  there  are  surely  scientific 
papers  in  the  works  about  hurricanes  and 
birds,  and  every  checklist  counts! 


Flamingos  & other  loose  ends 

We  never  thought  the  day  would  come  when 
we  had  to  tabulate  records  of  American 
Elamingos  carefully  (Table  2)  in  order  to  con- 
sider their  relation  to  tropical  cyclones,  even 
though  the  records  of  the  mostly  distant  past 
(see  McNair  and  Gore  1998)  suggest  that 
these  striking  birds  are  subject  to  occasional 
displacement  by  these  storms,  both  on  the 
Gulf  and  more  rarely  on  the  East  Coast.  To 
save  a bit  of  space  here,  we  must  direct  the 
reader  to  large  S.  A.  Boxes  in  the  Alabama  & 
Mississippi  report  and  West  Indies  & Bermu- 
da report,  where  the  matter  of  hurricanes  and 
flamingos  is  taken  up  in  greater  detail.  The 
question,  ultimately,  is  a simple  one:  is  there 
any  way  to  connect  any  of  the  flamingos  re- 
ported to  tropical  cyclones?  We  have  seen  at 
least  a single  American  Flamingo,  in  compa- 
ny with  an  escaped  Greater,  roaming  the 
western  Gulf  coast  for  several  years  now,  and 
in  the  Mexico  report  this  season,  we  read  that 
documentation  for  at  least  four  American 
Flamingos  now  present  in  Tamaulipas  ex- 
tends back  to  December  2006!  This  area,  not 
far  south  of  Brownsville,  Texas,  could  be  the 
source  of  some  of  the  adult  flamingos  found 
in  Mississippi  (Figure  5)  and  Florida  24  Au- 
gust through  1 October.  Or  there  could  be 
other  wild  flamingos  along  the  coast  of  north- 
eastern Mexico  that  are  tending  to  disperse 
northward  in  the  Gulf,  possibly  birds  from  the 


Yucatan.  However,  it  seems  a bit  more  likely, 
given  the  storm  tracks  in  2008,  that  the  hur- 
ricanes that  passed  through  breeding  areas  of 
flamingos  in  Cuba,  Hispaniola,  and  the  Ba- 
hamas, then  came  directly  to  the  Gulf  coast 
(Fay,  Gustflv,  Ike),  were  responsible  for  dis- 
placing flamingos  to  the  United  States,  as  the 


Figure  4.  This  adult  male  Magnificent  Frigatebird  graced  Myers  Point  on  Cayuga  Lake  at  Lansing, 
New  York  21  September  2008,  probably  one  of  700  or  more  displaced  during  the  passage  of  Hurri- 
cane Ike.  The  species'  propensity  to  wander  outside  the  context  of  tropical  storms — and  its  ability 
to  wander  great  distances  inland  long  after  displacement  by  tropical  storms — makes  it  especially 
difficult  to  speculate  on  the  comings  and  goings  of  individual  birds.  Photograph  by  Tom  Johnson. 
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the  northern  Gulf  Coast  was  peppered  by  small  numbers  of  American  Flamingos,  including 
several  unprecedented  birds  in  Mississippi.  This  bird  was  at  Waveland,  Hancock  County, 
Mississippi  6-B  (here  8)  September  2008.  Of  the  several  dozen  reports  of  flamingos  north 
of  Florida  in  the  East  (1818-1 986),  relatively  few  (under  1 0)  records  can  be  conclusively 
linked  to  hurricane  activity.  Photograph  by  Claire  English. 


Table  2.  Flamingos  reported  in  Florida,  Mississippi,  and  Mexico,  September- 
December  2008,  with  possibly  associated  tropical  cyclones. 


Nyinber;  plumage 

Locatian 

Date(s) 

Stsrm? 

Eight  ads. 

Pascagoula,  Jackson  Co.,  MS 

24  Aug 

Fay 

Two  ads.' 

Long  Beach,  Harrison  Co.,  MS 

2 Sep  (1  on  3 Sep) 

6ustav 

One  ad.^ 

Waveland,  Hancock  Co.,  MS 

6 Sep 

Gustav 

One  ad. 

Destin,  Okaloosa  Co.,  FL 

5 Sep-1  Oct 

Gustav 

One  imm. 

Halifax  River,  Volusia  Co.,  FL 

11  Oct 

Ike 

Fourads.^ 

Altamira,  Tamaulipas,  Mexico 

14  Oct-18  Dec 

none 

Nates:  Lack  of  photographs  of  the  eight  birds  seen  24  August  prevents  identification  to 
species;  all  others  here  listed  have  been  confirmed  as  American  Flamingos.  'These  birds 
are  distinctly  different  from  the  bird  seen  17  kilometers  away  at  Waveland.  ^This  bird 
stoned  to  death  by  Iota!  boys  and  found  dead  1 3 September;  Figure  5.  ^These  birds  were 
accompanied  by  one  Greater  Flamingo  and  were  also  documented  to  have  been  present 

here  5 December  2006  and  in  October-November  2007. 

Figure  6.  This  Brown  Noddy  was  one  of  six  found  during  a pelagic  trip  off  the  coast  of  Georgia  on  1 4 September 
2008;  records  of  the  species  are  increasing  sharply  in  the  Southeast  in  recent  years,  as  is  also  true  of  Brown  Boo- 
by, making  it  difficult  to  tie  records  of  these  scarce  species  to  tropical  storm  activity,  as  is  true  of  other  species 
exploring  or  expanding  northward  outside  the  context  of  discrete  weather  events.  Photograph  by  David  Hollie. 


report  of  eight  flamingos  in  Mississippi  and 
one  juvenile  flamingo  in  Florida  suggest. 

But  in  truth  there  is  no  way  to  say  with  cer- 
tainty, and  the  same  is  true  of  many  species 
whose  tendency  toward  northward  dispersal 
appears  to  be  increasing  of  late,  whether  wad- 
ing birds  (egrets,  herons,  ibis,  storks,  includ- 
ing Jabiru)  or  seabirds,  such  as  frigatebirds, 
considered  above.  Six  Brown  Noddies  count- 
ed off  Tybee  Island,  Georgia  14  September 
(Figure  6)  were  attributed  to  Hanna  of  the 
previous  week — ^plausible,  surely,  but  records 
of  the  species  had  been  increasing  off  that 
state  in  recent  years,  even  during  quiet  peri- 
ods for  tropical  weather.  The  non-birders’  fa- 
vorite bird  name.  Brown  Booby,  seems  to  be 
popping  up  everywhere:  this  season’s  stars 
were  near  Jekyll  Island,  Georgia  30  August, 


one  at  Surfside  Beach,  South 
Carolina  6 September,  one 
off  New  Jersey  14  Septem- 
ber, and  some  13  resting  on 
the  Navy  towers  off  Georgia 
the  same  day.  In  Florida, 
where  also  increasing,  five 
were  seen  on  Atlantic 
beaches  and  two  in  the  Pan- 
handle 14-15  September.  As 
for  the  flamingos,  it  would 
be  possible  to  stitch  some 
storm  names  to  these 
records,  but  the  gradual  ex- 
pansion of  the  species 
northward  has  been  inde- 
pendent of  tropical  storms, 
it  seems.  And  how  does  one 
explain  the  adult  Brown 
Booby  found  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Virginia  at  Claytor  Lake,  Pulaski 
County  on  4-28  October?  Ikel  The  storm  was 
indeed  huge,  as  Mark  Adams  and  Matt  Hafn- 
er  write  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  regional  re- 
port, but  Ike's  main  weather  was  two  or  three 
states  away!  There  is  no  precedent  for  such  a 
record  as  far  as  we  know. 

It  is  always  important  to  keep  in  mind  that 
seabirds  make  bizarre  appearances  not  associ- 
ated with  storms,  such  as  the  Leach’s  Storm- 
seen  inland  at  Titusville,  Florida  6 October. 
Eleven  Cory’s  Shearwaters  found  dying  on 
Volusia  County  and  Brevard  County  beaches 
in  Florida  in  late  September  could  have  been 
birds  exhausted  by  tropical  storms,  particu- 
larly Ivan,  but  it  is  hard  to  say.  Some  seabirds 
and  shorebirds  observed  during  the  passage 
of  tropical  weather  systems  are  “locals” — pas- 


sage migrants  that  might  not  be  detected 
without  the  rain,  wind,  and  plummeting  pres- 
sure, or  might  not  be  detected  in  such  unusu- 
al settings  (ball  fields,  farm  fields,  small  lakes, 
etc.).  Some  seen  along  lakeshores  or  ocean 
coasts  are  merely  moved  a few  kilometers  in- 
shore, such  as  the  jaegers,  non-pelagic  terns, 
phalaropes  (many!),  Sabine’s  Gulls  (only  a 
few  this  season)  mentioned  in  many  reports. 

But  at  least  a few  species  do  appear  to  be  dis- 
placed some  distance:  hundreds  of  Black  Terns 
away  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  had  probably 
been  foraging  in  the  Gulf  just  prior  to  being 
found  inland  in  mid-September  after  Ike 
(numbers  were  also  elevated  at  Long  Island 
and  at  Chatham,  Massachusetts  after  Hanna). 
Often  remarkable  is  the  diversity  of  displaced 
terns  during  hurricanes:  highlights  of  this  sea- 
son, in  addition  to  the  Royal  and  Sandwich 
Terns  noted  above,  include  scattered  Least  and 
Common  Terns  in  odd  places  in  Louisiana  af- 
ter Gustav  and  Ibe;  150  Roseate  Terns  at  Mon- 
tauk  Point,  Long  Island  7 September  after  Han- 
na', an  Arctic  Tern  in  upstate  New  York  at  Ham- 
lin Beach  the  same  day;  a Gull-billed  Tern  at 
Jamestown,  Rhode  Island  7 September  after 
Hanna,  plus  Royals  into  southern  New  Eng- 
land after  that  storm.  (Marvelously  not  con- 
nected to  any  storm  that  we  can  discern,  a 
Sandwich  Tern  at  the  aptly  named  Cap-du- 
Bon-Desir,  Quebec  22  August  was  chased 
around  until  pinned  down  at  Tadoussac,  where 
observed  through  8 October,  a provincial  sec- 
ond.) We  direct  the  reader  to  the  fine  print  of 
the  Gulf  coast  states’  regional  reports  to  see  the 
even  more  diverse  panoply  of  shorebirds  put 
down  in  odd  places  and  high  numbers — there 
are  simply  too  many  to  digest  here! 
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Flights 

The  winner  of  the  2008  “most  notable  autumn 
flight”  award  was  hotly  contested  among  sev- 
eral species.  Many  birders  from  the  Northeast 
to  the  Great  Lakes  and  locally  to  the  south 
probably  voted  for  White -winged  Crossbill  or 
Pine  Siskin.  Crossbill  numbers  continued 
strongly  from  the  summer  season  in  Nova 
Scotia  and  Maine;  the  species  appeared  in 
Massachusetts  (and  a few  in  southern  On- 
tario) already  in  August  and  in  Connecticut  by 
early  September.  Large  numbers  were  found  in 
much  of  New  England  and  upstate  New  York 
in  November,  and  by  late  November  some 
were  south  to  northern  Virginia  and  west  from 
Ohio  and  Michigan  to  Iowa  and  Wisconsin. 
Farther  west,  there  were  lots  in  northeastern 
Minnesota  by  late  October,  and  a few  were  in 
the  Dakotas.  In  the  true  West,  summering 
White-wingeds  in  Utah  continued,  and  New 
Mexico  obtained  its  first-ever  specimen. 

Pine  Siskins  staged  a huge  flight  in  the 
Northeast  and  Mid-Atlantic,  with  good  num- 
bers also  found  east  to  the  Great  Lakes  and 
Central  South,  locally  farther  west  to  Missouri 
and  Iowa,  and  smaller  numbers  to  the  south  in 
Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Florida.  Coupled 
with  this  movement  were  large  numbers  of 
American  Goldfinches.  Few  other  winter 
finches  were  appreciably  on  the  move  this  sea- 
son, though  stray  Purple  and  Cassin’s  Finches 
were  recorded  in  unusual  places  in  Alaska. 
Most  montane  species  in  the  West  stayed  put, 
although  Pine  Grosbeaks  in  the  Pacific  North- 
west and  Steller’s  Jays  in  California’s  Central 
Valley  were  two  interesting  exceptions. 

Cave  Swallow — the  perennial  fall  favorite 
in  the  East — put  on  another  fine  show,  with 
excellent  numbers  discovered  yet  again  in  No- 
vember (a  few  as  early  as  late  October):  in  the 
Atlantic  Provinces  (17),  including  Newfound- 
land’s long-awaited  first  (Frontispiece),  plus 
nine  individuals  reported  from  eastern 
Quebec;  in  New  England  (ca.  200),  where  the 
peak  count  was  made  on  11  November  and 
where  one  was  found  far  inland  in  Vermont;  in 
the  Hudson-Delaware  region  (ca.  300,  includ- 
ing 200+  at  Cape  May  alone);  and  around  the 
eastern  Great  Lakes  region  to  Ontario  (37+) 
and  Ohio  (10).  Smaller  numbers  were  found 
in  Maryland  and  Virginia  (28)  and  in  Florida 
(7+).  A few  were  also  discovered  farther  west 
in  Indiana  and  Illinois  (the  latter  a first  record, 
and  unusually  early  in  September)  and  south 
to  Arkansas  and  along  the  Gulf  Coast  in 
Louisiana,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi. 

In  the  Northeast,  birders  have  discovered 
several  sewage-treatment  plants  that  do  not 
treat  the  effluent  with  certain  chemicals. 


which  allows  large  numbers  of  midges  to  ex- 
ist, even  after  the  weather  has  turned  very 
cold.  Two  such  facilities  are  located  in 
Philadelphia  and  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 
These  sites  hosted  not  only  numbers  of  late- 
season  Cave  Swallows  but  also  several  late 
Barn  Swallows — and  perhaps  most  surprising 
of  all,  moderate  numbers  (up  to  100+)  of 
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  that  in  sev- 
eral past  years  have  remained/survived  well  in 
to  the  early  winter  and  possibly  beyond. 
(Moderate  numbers  of  Rough-wingeds  have 
been  found  some  years  during  the  late  autumn 
along  the  Niagara  River  as  well.)  The  New 
Haven  site  also  hosted  an  impressive  array  of 
late-lingering  warblers  in  bordering  trees  and 
bushes,  much  like  a famous  warm-water 
sewage-effluent  outfall  channel  in  Chicago  did 
three  decades  ago.  This  is  a great  example  of  a 
unique  micro-habitat  that  is  worth  searching 
for  in  many  regions  through  the  Christmas 
Bird  Count  season  and  possibly  beyond. 

Honorable  mention  during  autumn  2008 
also  goes  to  Snowy  Owl,  which  staged  a no- 
table— and  early — irruption  in  the  eastern 
half  or  two-thirds  of  the  continent.  It  was  the 
largest  flight  in  years  in  the  Atlantic 
Provinces,  and  it  began  there  and  in  southern 
Quebec  and  Ontario  by  the  third  week  of  Oc- 
tober, quite  early.  One  had  already  made  it 
south  to  New  York  City  by  mid-October,  and 
another  was  south  to  Virginia  in  November. 
The  flight  also  commenced  earlier  than  usual 
in  the  Prairie  Provinces. 

Autumn  flights  by  other  species  included  a 
substantial  push  of  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers 
to  the  Atlantic  Provinces  and  northern  New 
England,  and  better-than-average  numbers  of 
Clay-colored  Sparrows,  Dickdssels,  and  per- 
haps Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  along  much  of 
the  East  Coast.  The  usual  “southern”  passer- 
ines were  in  average  numbers  north  to  the  At- 
lantic Provinces,  New  England,  and  the  Great 
Lakes.  A localized  flight  of  American  Three- 
toed and  especially  Black-backed  Woodpeck- 
ers took  place  in  the  western  Great  Lakes.  In 
contrast,  there  has  not  been  a notable  flight  of 
Black-backeds  into  the  northeastern  United 
States  since  the  early  1960s. 

We  do  not  usually  consider  “flights”  of 
Siberian  birds  in  the  same  breath  with  irrup- 
tive  species  that  nest  in  North  America,  but 
surely  many  of  the  same  forces — and  not  sim- 
ply weather  patterns — act  on  both  groups  to 
produce  years  of  many  “extralimital”  records 
versus  years  of  few  or  no  records.  In  recent 
years,  there  has  been  a good  correlation  be- 
tween the  numbers  of  Red-throated  and 
japonicus  (“Siberian”)  American  Pipits  found 


on  Bering  Sea  islands  (e.g.,  Gambell,  St. 
Lawrence  Island,  and  St.  Paul  Island)  in  Alas- 
ka during  late  August  and  September  and  the 
numbers  found  later  in  fall  farther  to  the 
southeast  along  the  Pacific  Coast,  particularly 
in  California  and  Baja  California.  For  exam- 
ple, 1992  and  2003  were  years  of  relatively 
high  abundance  in  both  regions.  The  autumn 
of  2008  was  also  a very  good  year  for  both 
species  in  western  Alaska,  and  Red-throateds 
subsequently  were  found  in  small  numbers  in 
south-central  and  southeastern  Alaska  (where 
casual),  and  good  counts  came  from  coastal 
California  and  in  Baja  California,  with  a few 
also  found  well  inland  in  the  Mojave  Desert, 
and  one  way  south  for  a first  in  Oaxaca,  Mex- 
ico. The  numbers  of  japonicus,  however,  to 
the  south  this  year  were  lower  than  expected, 
given  past  years’  patterns. 

Trends 

Fulvous  Whistling-Duck  population  trends 
appear  mostly  negative  inside  its  U.S.  range. 
But  one  area  with  positive  news  is  southeast- 
ern Arkansas  (including  local  nesting),  and  a 
hefty  2000  were  counted  at  one  site  in  south- 
western Louisiana. 

Much  has  been  written  about  the  long-term 
declines  in  many  gallinaceous  birds,  either 
throughout  their  ranges  or  at  least  in  large  re- 
gions. The  news  continues  to  be  generally  bad 
for  Lesser  Prairie-Chicken,  Ruffed  Grouse  (in 
parts  of  the  Northeast,  at  least),  and  Northern 
Bobwhite  (down  almost  everywhere,  though 
numbers  on  Cape  Cod  were  up). 

Brown  Booby  numbers  have  increased  in 
the  Southeast  but  also  along  the  coast  of  Cal- 
ifornia. A small  colony  has  been  established 
for  several  years  on  the  Los  Coronados  Is- 
lands just  south  of  the  border  off  Tijuana. 
Small  numbers  of  almost-resident  birds  have 
set  up  shop  for  months  on  end  on  small  islets 
off  one  or  two  of  the  California  Channel  Is- 
lands, as  well  as  to  the  north  on  the  Farallon 
Islands.  Reports  farther  north  are  increasing 
slightly  as  well,  with  a dead  bird  found  this 
period  in  Oregon. 

In  some  areas,  Cooper’s  Hawk  numbers  ap- 
pear to  be  rising  greatly,  with  Sharp-shinneds 
being  left  in  the  dust.  In  several  states,  Coop- 
er’s are  quickly  adapting  to  residential  neigh- 
borhoods, regularly  as  local  breeders.  Their 
habit  of  perching  in  the  open  in  areas  fre- 
quented by  observers  also  makes  them  much 
more  easily  detected.  Not  long  ago  in  many 
areas  south  of  the  Canadian  border,  Sharp- 
shinneds  and  Cooper’s  were  reported  in  about 
equal  numbers,  but  now  numbers  of  the  latter 
are  clearly  dominant,  perhaps  by  a factor  of 
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5:1  or  more.  During  autumn  2008,  one  Coop- 
er’s was  seen  killing  a vagrant  Burrowing  Owl 
in  Chicago. 

In  the  past,  vagrant  Mississippi  and  Swal- 
low-tailed Kites  east  of  the  Rockies  were  al- 
most always  spring  and  early  summer  over- 
shoots or  wanderers.  However,  during  the 
past  decade  the  number  of  late-summer  and 
early-autumn  records  has  skyrocketed,  rela- 
tively speaking.  This  increase  has  been  partic- 
ularly noticeable  from  New  England  and  the 
Mid-Atlantic  to  the  Great  Lakes,  and  it  con- 
tinued in  2008.  Three  pairs  of  nesting  Missis- 
sippi Kites  in  New  England  (two  nests  near 
each  other  in  New  Hampshire  and  one  in 
Connecticut)  helped  this  trend  along.  Two  in- 
dividuals in  Ontario  were  the  first  in  fall 
there.  Out  West,  most  records  of  Mississippi 
Kites  in  California  during  the  late  twentieth 
century  were  from  the  southeastern  deserts  in 
May  and  June;  but  during  the  past  few  years, 
small  numbers  of  these  birds  have  been  found 
in  both  the  northern  and  southern  parts  of  the 
state  in  fall. 

Populations  of  Sandhill  Crane  continue  to 
slowly  increase  in  the  East,  with  continuing 
nesting  noted  in  2008  in  Maine  and  Vermont. 

Hudsonian  Godwit  numbers  during  fall 
migration  along  the  East  Coast  seem  down 
substantially,  even  at  such  former  strongholds 
as  coastal  New  England.  In  contrast,  there  has 
been  a notable  increase  in  the  numbers  of 
Marbled  Godwits  in  the  East  since  the  1980s, 
so  much  so  that  in  places  such  as  New  Jersey 
(and  perhaps  even  Maine)  there  has  been  a re- 
versal of  their  relative  status.  Interestingly,  the 
number  of  Hudsonians  turning  up  this  au- 
tumn at  a number  of  interior  sites  actually 
seemed  up,  with  small  but  better-than-aver- 
age  numbers  around  some  of  the  Great  Lakes, 
in  North  Dakota,  and  south  to  Missouri  and 
Tennessee.  And  the  news  on  Upland  Sand- 
pipers continues  to  be  bad.  The  long-term  de- 
cline in  the  Northeast  is  well  known,  but  now 
we  hear  more  about  reduced  numbers  of  au- 
tumn migrants  in  the  Midwest  as  well. 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  numbers  seem  down  in 
many  areas  (sewage-treatment  modernization 
partly  to  blame?).  Possibly  related  are  the 
continuing  depressed  numbers  of  Little  Gulls, 
at  least  compared  to  their  peaks  in  the  1970s 
and  1980s.  The  New  England  region,  howev- 
er, reported  a healthy  (by  recent  standards)  32 
Little  Gulls  during  autumn  2008,  including 
12  on  Lake  Champlain.  The  numbers  of  Little 
Gulls  at  their  North  American  stronghold  on 
Lake  Erie,  where  Bonaparte’s  continue  strong, 
appear  to  have  shifted  slightly  over  the  past 
two  decades,  so  that  the  highest  numbers  are 


now  typically  found  at  Long  Point  and  Point 
Pelee.  The  news  on  Black  Terns — long  seen  as 
a declining  species  in  much  of  its  range  (only 
two  birds  were  seen  this  autumn  in  the  At- 
lantic Provinces) — actually  continues  to  im- 
prove in  some  regions  east  of  the  Rockies. 
Numbers  of  fall  migrants  have  been  on  the 
upswing  in  several  regions  the  past  several 
years,  and  large  numbers  were  found  in  2008 
immediately  following  the  passage  of  several 
tropical  storms,  as  is  usual. 

Compared  to  numbers  found  two  or  three 
or  four  decades  ago.  Western  Kingbirds  ap- 
pear to  have  declined  noticeably  as  a fall  visi- 
tor along  most  of  the  East  Coast  north  of 
Florida.  This  trend  seems  surprising  because 
coverage  during  late  fall — ^when  many  indi- 
viduals are  found — has  only  increased,  and 
we  have  heard  no  news  of  major  population 
declines  on  the  Great  Plains.  In  fact,  the 
breeding  range  of  this  species — along  with 
that  of  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher — has  been 
spreading  eastward  locally  as  far  as  the  Mis- 
sissippi River  Valley,  with  a few  scattered  pairs 
nesting  even  farther  to  the  east. 

Range  Eipansions,  Vagrants,  and 
Questions  of  Provenance 

Records  of  several  waterfowl  species  well  out 
of  range  continue  to  increase  markedly.  In 
most  cases,  these  birds  are  thought  to  be  nat- 
urally occurring  vagrants  or  pioneers  from 
expanding  populations.  But  every  once  in  a 
while  an  escaped  bird  or  two  gets  thrown  in 
to  the  mix,  giving  us  pause.  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  do  not  seem  far  behind 
Eurasian  Collared-Doves  and  Cave  Swallows 
in  the  sheer  numbers  and  breadth  of  distribu- 
tion east  of  the  Rockies. 

This  season,  individuals  and 
small  flocks  were  found 
north  to  the  northern  Great 
Plains  and  Great  Lakes  and 
east  to  the  Mississippi  River 
Valley  and  along  much  of 
the  Gulf  Coast,  with  single 
observations  in  a host  of 
other  eastern  states  and 
provinces.  Clearly,  this 
species  is  on  the  move.  But 
how  does  one  treat  a rather 
tame  bird  in  Delaware  in 
late  summer  about  ten  or  so 
years  ago,  when  the  species 
was  already  spreading?  Or  a 
bird,  also  tame,  that  has 
wintered  in  Delaware  into 
2009?  A recent  individual 
found  in  upstate  New  York 


was  also  rather  tame  and  found  to  have  a 
clipped  halux  (short  rear  toe),  indicative  of  a 
former  captive.  A known  escapee  was  found 
in  Connecticut  this  past  summer.  Thus,  not 
every  Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  seen  in 
“in  the  wild”  is  from  a wild  population,  de- 
spite the  context. 

Barnacle  Geese  have  been  documented  as 
showing  large  population  increases  in  eastern 
Greenland  since  at  least  the  early  1990s,  coin- 
cident with  the  recent  increase  in  sightings  in 
the  northeastern  quadrant  of  North  America 
between  mid-autumn  and  early  spring.  These 
patterns  would  seem  to  suggest  that  these  are 
movements  of  wild  birds  rather  than  a more 
“random  scatter”  of  escapees  (Hanson  2005, 
2008;  Sherony  2008).  At  least  two  birds  shot 
by  hunters  (Newfoundland  in  1981  and  east- 
ern Ontario  in  2005)  were  found  to  have  been 
banded  in  the  Old  World.  In  contrast,  how  do 
we  treat  rather  tame  birds  that  join  Canada 
Geese  in  more  urban  settings?  Other  species 
of  wild  geese  do  the  same  thing,  often  being 
“corrupted”  by  the  local,  semi-feral  geese  to 
become  tamer  than  usual.  How  important  in 
determining  provenance  is  “guilt  by  associa- 
tion,” be  it  a Barnacle  Goose  being  found  out 
in  rural  farm  fields  with  large  flocks  of  Cana- 
da Geese  containing  a few  Greenland  White- 
fronted,  Cackling,  or  Greenland-banded 
Canada  Geese  (as  was  the  case  with  a Barna- 
cle this  period  in  Connecticut,  Figure  7),  or  a 
bird  waddling  around  with  Canada  Geese  at  a 
more  urban  park  or  golf  course  with  some 
barnyard  mongrels  thrown  in?  What  if  the  lat- 
ter bird  is  found  in  late  fall  or  winter  and  it 
departs  by  early  spring?  Does  that  trump  its 
“marginal  surroundings”?  And  how  do  we 


Figure  7.  This  Barnacle  Goose  arrived  at  Wallingford,  Hew  Haven,  Connecticut  9 (here  14) 
November  2008  and  stayed  through  the  month's  end.  It  was  accompanied  by  a Greenland 
Greater  White-fronted  Goose  and  by  Canada  Geese  that  had  been  banded  and  neck-col- 
lared in  Greenland,  which  suggests  that  the  Barnacle  Goose  also  came  from  Greenland, 
the  species'  nearest  known  nesting  grounds.  Photograph  by  Mark  Smtyr. 
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Figure  8.  This  Crested  Caracara  visited  Fort  Fraser,  British  Coiumbia  an  15-16  August  2008 
(here  date  unknown),  part  of  a widespread  dispersal  of  the  species  over  the  West  and 
increasingly  to  other  parts  of  the  continent.  Photograph  by  Wayne  Ray. 


Figure  9.  Nevada's  first  Crested  Caracara  was  observed  20  (here)  throygh  26  September 
2008  at  the  Circle  L Ranch,  a privately  owned  cattle  ranch  near  Dyer,  in  the  Fishlake  Valley, 
Esmeralda  County.  The  area  serves  as  an  oasis  in  the  stark  Great  Basin  desert,  attracting 
birds  and  birders  alike  during  spring  and  fall  migration.  The  roster  of  vagrants  from  the 
ranch  is  remarkable,  and  fortunately,  the  owners  are  very  accommodating  and  aiiow  bird- 
ers open  access.  In  addition  to  the  caracara,  the  ranch  also  produced  records  of  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler,  Prothonotary  Warbler,  Painted  Bunting,  and  Bickcissel  in  2008. 
Photograph  by  Greg  Sqphers. 


treat  birds  found  over  the  years  farther  and 
farther  west  (including  many  older  reports 
from  well  before  the  recent  population  in- 
crease)—in  Ohio?  Michigan?  Tennessee?  Ala- 
bama? Illinois?  Oklahoma?  Texas?  Colorado? 
New  Mexico?  California?  (For  a summary  of 
pre-1994  reports,  see  Mlodinow  and  O’Brien 
[1996].) 

In  Europe,  Barnacle  Goose  is  primarily  a 
coastal  species,  not  wandering  great  distances 
inland.  Opinions  held  by  the  general  birding 
community  here  in  North  America,  and  by 
state  and  provincial  records  committees,  vary 
substantially.  Yes,  the  Greenland  population 
has  increased  greatly  and  almost  all  Barnacle 
Geese  found  in  North  America  during  the 


past  decade  have  occurred 
between  October  and 
March.  But  the  species  is 
kept  in  captivity.  Escaped 
waterfowl  and  other  species 
may  wander  great  distances. 
For  example,  Lehman  once 
saw  an  owner-banded 
White-cheeked  Pintail  on  a 
sewage  pond  many  miles 
from  anywhere  in  central 
Nevada.  Two  Red-breasted 
Geese  at  the  Salton  Sea  in 
California  many,  many  years 
ago  had  escaped  from  a zoo 
in  eastern  Canada  (G.  Mc- 
Caskie,  pers.  comm.)!  (A 
single  Red-breasted  Goose 
was  found  this  period  in 
Oregon.)  An  infamous  fami- 
ly group  of  Barnacle  Geese 
in  1990-1991  wandered 
from  a known  release-site  in 
Nova  Scotia  (where  they 
bred)  to  Cape  Cod  and  else- 
where in  New  England, 
then  back  to  Nova  Scotia. 
How  does  one  draw  lines 
between  acceptable  and 
questionable  records? 

What  is  going  on  with 
out-of-range  Crested  Cara- 
caras?  The  Texas  population 
appears  healthy  and  dynam- 
ic, with  decent  seasonal  and 
other  movements,  and  it  is 
the  likely  source  of  (at  least) 
the  birds  found  farther  to 
the  north  and  east,  on  the 
Great  Plains  and  western 
Gulf  Coast,  respectively. 
Neither  the  Florida  nor  the 
southern  Arizona  popula- 
tions are  showing  any  great  signs  of  increase, 
although  birds  in  Arizona  are  being  found  a 
relatively  short  distance  (up  to  160  kilometers 
or  so)  outside  their  normal  range  with  in- 
creasing frequency  the  past  ten  years.  Yet  there 
has  been  a major  surge  in  records  in  California 
(with  several  also  to  Oregon  and  Washing- 
ton), with  most  of  those  unexpectedly  from 
along  the  coast,  even  from  the  land  of  fog  and 
redwoods  along  the  state’s  northwestern 
shore,  and  British  Columbia  recorded  its  first 
this  season  (Figure  8),  as  did  Nevada  (Figure 
9).  Some  of  the  extralimital  Crested  Caracaras 
have  remained  for  well  over  a year.  A theory 
based  on  an  unlikely  surge  in  escaped  zoo  or 
falconers’  birds  makes  no  sense,  but  they  do 


escape  on  occasion.  One  from  the  Norfolk, 
Virginia  zoo  made  the  rounds  of  local  landfills 
in  1977,  and  in  2003,  one  showing  a distinct 
tattered  plumage  was  photographed  over  a rel- 
atively short  period  of  time,  first  near  Los  An- 
geles, then  in  Santa  Barbara,  and  finally  in 
Monterey!  A Yellow-headed  Caracara  (Milva- 
go  chimango),  a species  that  is  currently  ex- 
panding its  range  in  Central  America  (see  the 
regional  report  in  this  issue),  turned  up  in  ex- 
treme northwestern  California  in  July  2007 
and  was  still  present  in  March  2008;  it  has 
probably  introduced  some  additional  unwant- 
ed “noise”  into  this  discussion! 

Crested  Caracara  reports  are  also  up  in  the 
Great  Plains  north  of  its  Texas  base;  this  sea- 
son, South  Dakota  reported  its  second  ever. 
The  situation  is  murkier  again  in  the  North- 
east, where  single  (the  same?)  birds  were  in 
New  jersey  and  Massachusetts  in  May  2007. 
Given  the  increase  in  extralimital  reports  else- 
where in  North  America,  including  three 
records  from  Ontario  (all  from  July,  and  as  far 
north  as  James  Bay!)  and  one  from  New 
Brunswick,  the  Massachusetts  Avian  Records 
Committee  voted  to  accept  their  bird  (as  well 
as  a record  from  January  1999  which  previ- 
ously had  been  given  short  shrift),  whereas 
the  New  Jersey  committee  voted  that  state’s 
bird  on  to  their  “Origin  Uncertain”  supple- 
mental list.  Perhaps  time  will  tell  what  is  hap- 
pening with  this  species;  could  these  birds  be 
coming  northward  from  Mexico  rather  than 
U.S.  populations? 

The  ever-expanding  population  of  Eurasian 
Collared-Doves  (except  in  the  Northeast, 
where  the  spread  has  been  decidedly  slow  to 
materialize)  is  not  just  one  mass  of  birds 
spreading  out  from  the  original  introductions 
in  the  Bahamas  and  then  from  Florida.  Some 
local  populations  are  likely  or  definitely  the 
result  of  local  releases  or  escapees;  coastal 
southern  California  before  the  surge  arrived 
from  the  east,  south-central  British  Columbia, 
probably  southern  Delaware,  and  perhaps 
southern  Pennsylvania — to  name  some.  Some 
escaped/released  birds  are  noticeably  paler 
overall,  have  pale  undertail  coverts,  and  give 
two-syllabled  rather  than  three-syllabled 
calls;  these  domesticated  birds  are  now  usual- 
ly referred  to  as  African  Collared-Doves 
iStreptopelia  roseogrisea)  rather  than  true 
Eurasian  Collared-Doves  or  the  avicultural 
form  once  called  “Ringed  Turtle-Dove”  (S. 
“risoria”).  But  now  the  masses  of  colonizing 
Eurasians  in  many  areas  have  small  numbers 
of  noticeably  pale  individuals  mixed  in.  Such 
pale  birds  appear  to  be  even  more  numerous 
in  parts  of  Baja  California  (S.  Mlodinow,  pers. 
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comm.)  and  Puerto  Rico  (G.  Armistead,  pers. 
comm.),  where  Ringed  Turtle-Dove-like  indi- 
viduals are  locally  commonplace.  So  what  ex- 
actly is  going  on? 

Despite  their  close  taxonomic  relationship, 
the  acceptance  of  extralimital  records  of 
Northern  Cardinal  and  Pyrrhuloxia  appears  to 
be  heading  on  different  tracks.  Many  birders 
probably  think  of  both  as  non-migratory  per- 
manent residents,  although  there  is  some  lim- 
ited seasonal  movement  within  populations  of 
both.  Patten  (2006)  showed  that  there  is  a 
pattern  of  dispersal  in  Pyrrhuloxia  in  which 
some  (perhaps  mostly  eastern  sinuatus)  move 
northward  and  eastward  in  fall  and  winter, 
whereas  others  (mostly  western  julvescens) 
wander  to  the  west  in  spring  and  summer. 
Birds  deemed  wild  vagrants  to  the  north  and 
east  have  occurred  as  far  away  as  Montana, 
Colorado,  Kansas,  and  Oklahoma.  The  On- 
tario records  committee  deferred,  however,  on 
making  a decision  on  the  origin  of  a first-win- 
ter female  photographed  in  that  province  in 
winter  2004-2005.  During  autumn  2008,  a 
Pyrrhuloxia  turned  up  in  Oregon,  to  mostly 
positive  reviews.  In  contrast,  while  extralimi- 
tal Northern  Cardinals  thought  to  involve 
wild  birds  of  the  eastern  cardinalis  group  have 
been  found  north  to  Newfoundland  and  west 
to  northern  Utah,  Montana,  and  the  Prairie 
Provinces,  known  or  presumed  releases  and 
escapees  are  also  well  documented  in  many 
areas.  Such  escapees  and  introductions  in- 
volve both  cardinalis  and  southwestern  super- 
bus at  a variety  of  sites  in  California.  Several 
birds  were  found  in  Washington  state  during 
2005-2006;  one  near  the  coast  in  May  2005 
was  not  accepted  after  it  became  known  that  a 
person  was  releasing  cardinals  nearby  (Hamil- 
ton et  al.  2008),  and  two  more  were  near  that 
area  in  summer  2006,  whereas  an  October 
2006  bird  was  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state. 
Other  birds  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  region  in 
2008  also  have  been  met  with  less  than  full 
enthusiasm  by  most. 

Documentation  deficiencies: 
species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids 

Some  field-identifiable  subspecies  need  to  be 
better  documented  and  always  reported  at  the 
subspecies  level  in  many  regional  reports  if  at 
all  possible.  Shedding  additional  light  on  the 
likely  geographic  origins  of  these  birds  would 
be  helpful.  Examples:  Brant  in  the  interior 
West  and  Great  Plains  (e.g.,  two  birds  in 
Montana  this  fall),  Willets  just  a short  dis- 
tance inland  from  the  East  and  Gulf  Coasts 
and  late  in  the  season  along  those  coasts  (see 
below),  and  Winter  Wrens  (a  potential  split) 


throughout  the  West.  Just  recently,  there  has 
been  an  effort  to  more  carefully  delineate  be- 
tween eastern  and  western  Winter  Wrens  seen 
(and  heard!)  in  California,  Arizona,  Col- 
orado, and  New  Mexico  (where  both  western 
and  eastern  birds  are  being  found). 

Cackling  Geese 

What  is  the  true  status  of  Cackling  Geese  out- 
side their  normal  range?  Ever  since  Cackling 
was  split  from  Canada — and  even  well  before 
that — there  has  been  a fair  degree  of  confu- 
sion and  disagreement  as  to  where  to  draw 
the  line  between  the  two  species  and  how  to 
safely  identify  many  borderline  individuals  in 
the  field.  In  much  of  the  East,  the  biggest 
problems  arise  between  the  widespread 
hutchinsii  (“Richardson’s”)  Cackling  Geese 
and  some  individual  Canada  Geese  that  are 
noticeably  daintier  than  most  birds  in  a flock 
(perhaps  these  smaller  individuals  are  of  the 
variable  interior  or  even  canadensis  subspecies 
of  Canada  Goose,  are  intergrades,  or  perhaps 
are  vagrant  parvipes  from  farther  west).  In  the 
West,  the  situation  between  tavemeri  (“Tav- 
erner’s”) and  perhaps  hutchinsii  Cacklings 
versus  parvipes  (“Lesser”)  Canadas  is  compli- 
cated. A recent  and  helpful  attempt  at  clarify- 
ing this  muddied  situation  (Mlodinow  et  al. 
2008)  discusses  the  lively  taxonomic  history 
(at  both  the  species  and  subspecies  levels)  of 
these  birds  and  inserts  the  many  warranted 
caveats  concerning  field  identification.  In 
Lehman’s  experience  as  a recent  resident  of 
the  mid-Atlantic  region,  a fair  number  of  ob- 
servers are  incorrectly  identifying  smaller 
Canadas  in  flocks  of  “regular-sized”  Canadas 
as  Cackling  Geese.  We  think  this  has  inflated 
the  number  of  true  Cacklings  that  are  report- 
ed along  the  East  Coast  and  in  the  adjacent 
interior,  although  clearly  Cacklings  do  occur 
there  regularly  in  small — and  probably  in- 
creasing— numbers.  We  think  that  at  least 
some  of  the  geese  misidentified  as  Cackling 
Geese  are  parvipes,  whose  status  in  the  East 
also  bears  clarification. 

Cinnamon  and  Blue-winged  Teal 
Some  reports  of  Cinnamon  Teal  in  the  East 
actually  involve  Blue-winged  x Cinnamon  hy- 
brids (in  fact,  more  hybrids  than  pure  Cinna- 
mons have  been  found  in  recent  years  in 
Florida).  Others  reported  as  Cinnamons  in 
eclipse  plumage  in  late  summer  and  early  au- 
tumn may  in  fact  be  eclipse  Blue-wingeds 
with  a rusty  staining  to  their  body  plumage,  a 
color  we  have  seen  on  a small  but  regular 
number  of  Blue-wingeds  in  fall  (through 
October). 


Pacific  Loon 

What  is  the  true  status  of  Pacihc  Loon  in  the 
East?  Clearly  many  good  records  of  this 
species  have  been  documented  along  the 
Eastern  Seaboard  and  throughout  the  conti- 
nent’s interior,  and  this  number  has  increased 
during  the  past  two  decades.  Much  of  this 
change  can  be  attributed  to  increased  observ- 
er awareness:  better  identification  skills  and 
learning  when  and  where  Pacific  Loons  tend 
to  occur  (such  as  at  large  interior  reservoirs 
during  late  fall)  and  better  coverage  of  those 
sites.  There  has  also  been  a relatively  recent 
real  increase  in  the  number  of  birds  turning 
up  in  a number  of  eastern  regions,  such  as 
coastal  New  England  and  the  Mid-Atlantic. 
But  there  also  appear  to  be  regular  misidenti- 
fications,  not  only  involving  Common  Loons 
but  also  juvenile  Red-throated  Loons  showing 
strong  cap/face  contrast  and  a dusky  upper 
neck  that  might  be  misinterpreted  as  being  a 
chin  strap.  These  Red-throateds  (and  some 
Commons)  routinely  show  whitish  flanks  and 
have  been  mis-reported  as  Arctic  Loons  as 
well,  although  none  has  been  photographed. 

Gulls 

There  has  been  a well  publicized  and  variably 
documented  explosion  in  the  number  of  ex- 
tralimital gulls  being  found  in  all  corners  of 
North  America.  We’re  already  moving  past 
the  incredible  surge  in  coast-to-coasl  reports 
of  Slaty-backed  Gulls,  almost  shrugging  our 
shoulders  at  yet  more  and  more  reports  from 
areas  where  the  species’  occurrence  would 
have  been  unthinkable  just  ten  years  ago  (al- 
though some  paler-mantled  individuals  iden- 
tified as  “Slaty-backeds”  may  be  debatable). 
We  appear  now  to  be  entering  a veritable 
flood  of  reports  of  Vega  Gulls  in  many  re- 
gions, “European”  Herring  Gulls  along  the 
East  Coast,  Heuglin’s  Gulls  in  the  West,  Ice- 
land Gulls  in  the  West,  Kamchatka  Mew 
Gulls  in  the  East,  and  the  list  goes  on. 
Lehman  admits  that  lie  is  somewhat  of  a cur- 
mudgeon when  it  comes  to  a fair  number  of 
(but  certainly  not  all!)  such  reports,  particu- 
larly those  not  documented  with  a plethora  of 
photographs.  He  is  a great  fan  of  the  saying, 
“If  you  hear  hoof-beats,  think  horses,  not  ze- 
bras,” and  we  both  wonder  how  many  reports 
of  these  birds  might,  just  might,  be  something 
else.  Within  the  larger,  white-headed  gulls, 
there  is  of  course  a staggering  amount  of  vari- 
ation possible  within  a single  taxon  (e.g., 
Vega  Gull),  and  there  is  widespread  hy- 
bridization going  on.  We’d  use  the  term  ram- 
pant to  describe  some  levels  of  hybridization 
among  the  large  gull  species  in  the  Bering  Sea 
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and  North  Pacific  regions.  Indeed,  in  north- 
western Washington  there  are,  arguably,  more 
hybrid  large  gulls  (larger  than  California 
Gull)  than  pure  ones  from  at  least  November 
to  April,  if  not  all  year  round  (S.  Mlodinow, 
pers.  comm.).  It  has  been  shown  that  among 
Western  and  Glaucous-winged  Gulls  from 
southwestern  British  Columbia  through  Ore- 
gon, there  is  essentially  random  mating  and 
that  hybrids  are  superior  compared  to  pure 
birds  of  either  species  throughout  much  of 
the  hybrid  zone  (Price  2008)! 

Hybrid  versus  non-hybrid  sapsuckers 
In  the  West,  particularly  in  the  Southwest, 
one  of  the  major  identification  issues  involves 
reports  of  Red-breasted  Sapsuckers  well  east 
of  their  normal  range.  In  places  such  as 
southern  Nevada,  Utah,  southeastern  Califor- 
nia, Arizona,  and  New  Mexico,  many  reports 
of  Red-breasteds  turn  out  to  be — when  pho- 
tographs are  produced — Red-naped  Sapsuck- 
er  X Red-breasted  Sapsucker  hybrids.  In  fact, 
in  Arizona  and  probably  in  southeastern  Cal- 
ifornia, there  are  more  hybrids  documented 
than  there  are  pure  Red-breasteds.  This  is  a 
problem  that  should  be  carefully  assessed 
vAth  all  reports  of  extralimital  Red-breasted 
Sapsuckers.  For  more  information  on  these 
hybrids,  see  Johnson  and  Johnson  (1985).  In 
the  East,  reports  of  Red-naped  Sapsuckers 
seem  to  involve  birds  showing  most  charac- 
ters of  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  except  for 
reddish  nape  patches.  An  examination  of  a 
number  of  museum  collections  revealed  that 
the  occasional  male  Yellow-bellied  has  a few 
red  feathers  on  the  nape,  and  that  up  to  3 per- 
cent of  these  birds  show  sufficient  red  as  to  be 
evident  in  the  field  (Mlodinow  et  al.  2006). 
Whether  such  birds  being  found  in  the  East 
are  just  Yellow-bellieds  with  some  red  on  the 
nape  or  are  true  Yellow-bellied  x Red-naped 
hybrids  is  not  clear.  One  such  bird  was  seen 
this  period  in  Louisiana,  and  it  was  not  the 
first  there. 

Learning  Status  and  Distribution: 
the  value  for  accurate  field 
identification 

Many  misidentifications  result  from  observers 
being  unaware  of  or  misinterpreting  impor- 
tant plumage  characters.  But  almost  as  many 
problems  arise  when  observers  are  unaware  of 
the  correct  seasonal  status  and  distribution  of 
a species  in  an  area.  It  is  especially  important 
that  the  observer  know  at  the  time  of  the  ob- 
servation that  a given  species  is  out  of  range  or 
unseasonable.  Some  examples  are  well  known 
to  almost  all  readers:  Christmas  Bird  Count 


and  other  winter  reports  of  most  (but  not  all) 
Broad-winged  Hawks  (except  in  Florida  and 
south  Texas),  Black-chinned  Hummingbirds 
in  the  West,  Yellow-throated  Vireos  (most  are 
likely  Pine  Warblers),  Gray-cheeked  and 
Swainson’s  Thrushes,  and  Veeries,  to  name  a 
few.  But  there  are  also  a number  of  lesser- 
known  problem-species  being  reported  dur- 
ing the  autumn  period  as  well.  In  a recent  in- 
terview in  Birding  magazine,  Jon  Dunn  com- 
plained about  early  autumn  (before  late  Sep- 
tember) reports  of  Orange-crowned  Warbler 
in  the  East.  This  season,  an  early  Orange- 
crowned  Warbler  was  seen  in  Maryland  on  20 
September — just  about  the  earliest  of  the  east- 
ern reports.  There  is  just  a single  record  for  15 
September  from  Point  Pelee  (A.  Wormington, 
pers.  comm.).  How  many  other  reports  in  the 
East  before  20  September  exist  that  are  fully 
documented  and  seen  by  observers  who  were 
well  aware  of  the  seasonal  status  of  this 
species  at  the  time  of  the  sighting? 

Another  eastern  example  is  the  reporting 
of  Eastern  Kingbirds  after  the  beginning  of 
October.  When  Lehman  lived  for  many  years 
in  Cape  May,  New  Jersey,  there  were  a num- 
ber of  such  reports,  but  always  by  observers 
unaware  at  the  time  that  such  a sighting 
would  be  at  all  unusual.  His  gut  told  him  that 
most  of  these  birds  were  probably  Eastern 
Phoebes,  or  maybe  even  a vagrant  Gray  King- 
bird or  two.  Might  the  odd  lingering  Eastern 
Kingbird  be  found  casually  well  in  to  October 
and  possibly  even  November?  Certainly.  In 
2008,  one  sucb  individual  was  reported  in 
Chicago  in  mid-October.  But  the  point  is  that 
all  such  occurrences  need  to  be  properly  doc- 
umented by  observers  aware  of  how  unusual- 
ly late  such  a bird  is  at  the  time  of  the  observa- 
tion. Blue-headed  and  Philadelphia  Vireos  in 
the  western  United  States  in  late  August  are 
another  case  in  point.  The  Philadelphia  Vire- 
os reported  probably  involve  bright.  Western 
Warbling  Vireos,  which  are  greener  above 
and  more  yellowish  below  than  Eastern  War- 
blings  (Figure  12).  A common  problem  in 
the  Far  West  involves  Pine  Warblers  reported 
before  the  very  end  of  September — probably 
misidentified  Blackpoll  or  Bay-breasted  War- 
blers, although  valid  records  do  exist  as  far 
west  as  Colorado  and  Wyoming  as  early  as 
early  Septemher,  with  one  such  there  this  sea- 
son on  8 September.  Purple  Martins  reported 
after  early  October  should  throw  up  a red 
flag.  Although  there  are  now  a few  late  Octo- 
ber and  November  documented  records, 
there  are  also  a few  late-autumn  records  of 
Brown-chested  Martin  (New  Jersey,  Florida), 
and  several  late  purplish  martin  reports  have 


properly  ended  up  as  “martin  sp.”  This  sea- 
son, there  were  reports  of  Purple  Martins  in 
southern  Ontario  on  4 October  and  in  east- 
ern Texas  in  mid-October.  Distinguishing 
among  martin  species  in  the  Purple  Martin 
group  is  far  from  easy,  and  in  many  cases,  a 
specimen  may  be  the  only  way  to  confirm  an 
identification. 

Conventional  wisdom  is  sometimes  partly 
to  blame  for  such  incorrect  out-of-season  re- 
ports. The  hest-known  example  of  this  phe- 
nomenon was  the  regular  reporting  of  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers  in  the  United  States  in 
winter,  as  late  as  the  1970s.  Alan  R.  Phillips 
was  the  first  to  point  out  that  specimen  evi- 
dence for  wintering  Semipalmateds  was  total- 
ly lacking.  But  since  then,  a small  number  of 
documented  winter  records  (including  at 
least  one  specimen)  come  from  Florida.  This 
is  a great  example  of  having  conventional  wis- 
dom challenged,  forcing  observers  to  reassess 
the  true  status  of  a species,  and  having  a 
much  more  accurate  pattern  emerge.  We  offer 
just  three  more  examples: 

Willet 

It  appears  that  Eastern  Willets  totally  vacate 
the  United  States  in  winter.  In  fact,  they  de- 
part early  in  the  autumn,  with  very  few  docu- 
mented records  after  mid-September.  But 
there  may  be  records  of  a few  photographed 
later  in  the  season,  and  more  work  is  needed. 
Observers  need  to  carefully  document  the  de- 
parture timing  of  this  subspecies  from  its 
breeding  range.  Further,  the  status  of  Western 
Willet  in  the  Northeast  needs  to  be  more 
clearly  delineated.  This  season,  a total  of  49 
Western  Willets  in  Nova  Scotia  was  deemed 
very  high  so  far  north  along  the  Atlantic 
Coast,  but  what  subspecies  were  the  several 
reported  this  season  in  Quebec  and  from  inte- 
rior Florida? 

Cave  Swallow 

Some  observers  continue  to  report  a few  indi- 
viduals in  the  East  in  late  autumn  as  “proba- 
bly” of  Caribbean  origin.  Sometimes  this  is 
based  on  faulty  assumptions  because  their 
birds’  rumps  appeared  especially  dark.  How- 
ever, rump  color  in  Cave  Swallows  is  variable 
even  within  subspecies.  To  date,  all  of  the 
growing  number  of  autumn  specimens  from 
such  disparate  locations  as  Quebec,  Ontario, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  ’Virginia,  South  Caroli- 
na, Georgia,  and  elsewhere  east  of  the  Mis- 
souri River  are  of  the  southwestern  subspecies 
pallida  (pelodoma).  The  only  documented 
record  of  a Caribbean  bird  involves  a speci- 
men of  the  nominate  subspecies  group  on  7 


28 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


THE  CHANGING  SEASONS:  CORNUCOPIA 


Figure  10.  This  juvenile  Long-tailed  Jaeger  patrolled  waters  conveniently  close  to  the  dam 
at  McIntosh  Reservoir  in  Longmont,  Boulder  County,  Colorado  on  7 September  2008.  It 
was  also  seen  on  the  bike  path  atop  the  dam,  apparently  hunting  grasshoppers,  a behav- 
ior not  typical  of  Parasitic  or  Pomarine.  Photograph  by  kott  Severs. 


October  1977  in  Missouri  (Easterla  2008)  that 
predates  the  recent  large  expansion  in  the 
population  of  southwestern  Caves  and  their 
now-annual  late-autumn  incursions  into  the 
East.  It  also  pre-dates  the  known,  limited  col- 
onization of  south  Elorida  by  Caribbean  birds 
(nominate /ulva).  There  are  two  earlier  speci- 
mens of  Caribbean  Cave  Swallows  from  Nova 
Scotia,  in  June  1968  and  May  1971.  More  re- 
cent spring  reports  from  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey, Virginia,  and  North  Carolina  have  not 
been  assigned  to  subspecies. 

Before  the  late-autumn  occurrence  of  Cave 
Swallows  became  a regular  event- — ^and  com- 
mon knowledge — during  the  mid-1990s, 
there  had  been  several  sight  reports  of  Cliff 
Swallows  in  November.  There  are,  in  fact,  a 
number  of  documented  records  of  Cliffs  dur- 
ing that  month  since  the  mid-1990s,  but  bow 
many  of  those  earlier  birds  were  seen  by  ob- 
servers who  did  not  even  consider  Cave  Swal- 
low? These  reports  should  now  be  considered 
as  involving  only  “Petrochelidon  species.” 
There  also  have  been  reports  over  the  years  of 
Cliff  Swallows  during  November  and  Decem- 
ber in  the  West  that  were  not  critically  exam- 
ined at  the  time  and  should  be  demoted  to  the 
level  of  genus  as  well. 

Inland  jaegers 

This  is  another  case  in  which  conventional 
wisdom  appears  to  have  been  at  least  partly 
incorrect.  But  unlike  the  situation  with  win- 
tering Semipalmated  Sandpipers,  it  has  yet  to 
be  fully  corrected.  Many  observers  probably 
believe  that,  overall,  the  most  expected  fall 
jaeger  inland  is  Parasitic.  But  during  the  past 
30  years  or  so,  this  has  been  shown  to  be 
partly  in  error.  Parasitic  is  typically  the  most 
numerous  jaeger  in  fall  on  the  largest  inland 
water  bodies:  the  Great  Lakes,  Great  Salt 
Lake,  American  Ealls  Reservoir,  Lake  Mead, 


Lake  Havasu,  Salton  Sea, 
Lake  Tahoe,  etc.  But  at 
smaller  lakes,  sewage 
ponds,  glorified  puddles,  or 
where  there  is  no  water  at 
all,  then  Parasitic  may  well 
be  the  least  likely  of  the 
three  species  to  occur!  At  a 
small  pond  or  other  strange 
place  for  a jaeger.  Long- 
tailed, followed  by  Poma- 
rine, are  probably  the  most 
likely  species.  Also,  al- 
though Parasitics  begin  to 
appear  by  late  August, 
Long-taileds  peak  during 
August  and  early  September 
(Ligure  10),  which  increases  the  odds  that 
this  species  may  be  involved  early  in  the  sea- 
son. In  late  fall,  Pomarines  become  more 
likely  in  late  October  and  November,  where- 
as Parasitic  numbers — while  still  holding 
on — decline,  thus  improving  the  odds  that  an 
inland  jaeger  in  late  autumn  and  especially 
early  winter  is,  in  fact,  a Pomarine.  Some  in- 
land states  (e.g.,  Colorado)  have  begun  to  re- 
assess all  of  their  jaeger  records. 

Changes  in  some  peripheral  (and 
some  introduced)  populations 

Sometimes  we  birders  take  for  granted  what 
look  to  be  safely  established  populations.  But 
some  may  have  a reversal  of  fortune  and  dis- 
appear— sometimes  quite  rapidly.  Such 
changes  are  particularly  evident  in  peripheral 
and  introduced  populations — Crested  Myna 
in  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  for  example. 
Why  has  the  introduced  population  of  Spot- 
ted Doves — at  one  point  having  spread  over 
several  decades  in  southern  California  from 
Los  Angeles  west  to  Santa  Barbara  County 
and  north  to  Bakersfield,  south  to  northern 
San  Diego  (plus  a few  in  northern  Baja  Cali- 
fornia), and  east  almost  to  the  Salton  Sea — re- 
cently shown  a rapid  contraction  in  its  range 
to  the  point  that  it  is  almost  totally  gone?  This 
decline  largely  pre-dates  the  appearance  of 
Eurasian  Collared-Doves,  which  are  still  ab- 
sent from  much  of  Spotted  Dove’s  former  Cal- 
ifornia range.  What  effect  has  the  recent  in- 
crease in  the  numbers  of  nesting  Cooper’s 
Hawks  in  residential  areas  had?  Or  nest  pre- 
dation by  the  increasing  numbers  of  intro- 
duced squirrels  in  some  areas?  Disease  is  one 
fairly  likely  explanation.  House  Sparrow 
numbers  seem  to  be  on  the  decline  in  a num- 
ber of  regions.  Even  the  Christmas  Bird 
Count  trends  for  European  Starling  seem  to 
be  down  where  Lehman  currently  lives  in  San 


Diego.  Maybe  there’s  hope  yet!  Could  the 
same  happen  one  day  with  Eurasian  Collared- 
Doves?  It  doesn't  seem  likely  (New 
Brunswick  recorded  its  first  this  season,  one 
was  in  Quebec,  and  it  appears  to  be  spreading 
in  Mexico),  but  we  shouldn’t  make  assump- 
tions, either. 

As  for  a non-introduced  colonizing  species, 
Shiny  Cowbird  numbers  in  the  southeastern 
United  States  peaked  around  the  early  1990s. 
But  they  have  declined  substantially  since 
then,  although  we  continued  to  hear  many  a 
birder  talk  about  the  “expanding  Shiny  Cow- 
bird  population”  for  another  decade.  Some- 
times birders  are  slow  to  recognize  these  re- 
versals in  fortune.  Black-capped  Gnatcatchers 
are  currently  colonizing  southeastern  Arizona, 
but  we  would  rate  as  50-50  the  chances  that 
there  are  still  many  pairs  there  20  years  from 
now,  versus  the  chances  that  they  disappear, 
hollowing  a surge  in  the  autumn  and  winter 
numbers  of  Ruddy  Ground-Doves  throughout 
the  Southwest  beginning  in  the  mid-1980s — 
and  the  subsequent  localized  permanent  resi- 
dent status  and  several  nesting  records  in  both 
California  and  Arizona — their  numbers  have 
declined  in  most  areas  during  the  past  several 
years,  particularly  in  California,  although  the 
autumn  of  2008  saw  a slight  up-tick  in  Ari- 
zona, Such  are  the  pulses  and  contractions  in- 
herent in  many  pioneering  species.  Numbers 
of  vagrant  individuals  may  also  wax  and  wane 
substantially  across  the  years.  Will  the  recent 
surge  in  the  numbers  of  late-autumn  Cave 
Swallows  and  Ash-throated  Llycatchers  in  the 
East  be  maintained?  Why  was  there  a notable 
influx  of  vagrant  Worm-eating  Warblers  in 
late  2008  to  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  and  Cali- 
fornia? Weather  patterns?  A bumper  crop  of 
young  birds  raised  the  previous  summer?  Sin- 
gle-year and  even  multiple-year  surges  in  the 
number  of  vagrant  Yellow-throated,  Kentucky, 
and  Hooded  Warblers  occurred  in  California 
during  the  past  several  decades,  but  they  did 
not  persist.  There  are  many  such  examples 
from  throughout  North  America. 

Rarities 

Although  a quick  browsing  of  all  the  bold- 
faced species  in  the  regional  reports  will  pro- 
vide a good  overview  of  the  rarest  vagrants, 
the  highlights  below  stand  out  as  being  partic- 
ularly interesting,  some  even  mind-boggling. 

A compilation  of  most,  though  not  all,  first 
state  and  provincial  records  included  the  first 
United  States  record  of  Sinaloa  Wren  in  Ari- 
zona (although  the  species  is  known  to  nest 
less  than  160  kilometers  south  of  the  border), 
Wandering  Albatross  off  both  Oregon  and 
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Figure  1 1 . British  Columbia's  first,  and  Canada's  second,  this  Biack-capped 
Vireo  was  banded  27  September  2008  at  Vaseux  Lake  by  Doug  Brown.  Although 
this  species  has  wry  little  known  history  of  vagrancy,  conservationists'  work  to 
preserve  habitat  and  increase  breeding  success  has  led  to  population  increases, 
which  will  probably  result  irs  more  records  of  extralimital  birds  such  as  this  one. 
Phatograph  by  Dkk  Cannings. 


California  (possibly  same  individual),  Euro- 
pean Golden-Plover  in  Maine  (first  unequivo- 
cal record  for  Lower  48  States,  and  essentially 
unknown  as  a fall  vagrant  in  North  America), 
Variegated  Flycatcher  in  Washington  (fourth 
record  north  of  Mexico  and  first  for  the 
West),  Bluethroat  in  southern  California  (first 
for  Lower  48  States),  Yellow  or  Eastern  Yellow 
Wagtail  in  New  York  (first  Atlantic  coast 
record;  species  uncertain),  and  Lucy’s  Warbler 
in  Alberta  (first  for  Canada).  Honorable  men- 
tions could  be  conferred  on  Whooper  Swan  in 
Idaho;  Least  Grebe  in  Arkansas;  Greater 
Shearwater  and  Wood  Sandpiper  in  Oregon; 
Mountain  Plover  in  Illinois;  Terek  Sandpiper 
in  Virginia  (first  confirmed  East  Coast 
record);  Wilson’s  Phalarope  in  Nunavut; 
Black-headed  Gull  in  Louisiana  (overdue); 
Black-tailed  Gull  in  New  Mexico;  Iceland 
Gull  in  Utah;  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  in 
Montana  (way  overdue!);  Slaty-backed  Gull 
in  Connecticut;  Long-billed  Murrelel  in  Min- 
nesota; Black-capped  Vireo  in  British  Colum- 
bia (Figure  11);  Plumbeous  Vireo  and  Dusky 
Flycatcher  in  Alabama;  2 Northern  Wheat- 
ears,  Little  Bunting  (third  record  south  of 


Alaska),  Red-footed  Booby,  and 
Sprague’s  Pipit  (overdue)  in  Baja 
California;  Northern  Wheatear  in 
Panama  (first  for  Central  America); 
Hermit  Warbler  in  Maine;  Baird’s 
Sparrow  in  Nevada;  Smith’s 
Longspur  in  Idaho;  Hooded  Oriole 
in  Kentucky;  Bronzed  Cowbird  in 
South  Carolina;  and  Lesser 
Goldfinch  in  Delaware  (only  other 
records  in  East  are  from  Kentucky, 
Ontario,  Maine,  Pennsylvania,  and 
North  Carolina).  A credible  report 
of  a Greater  Pewee  in  Washington 
was  unfortunately  not  documented 
by  photographs;  the  previous  north- 
ernmost record  is  from  the  Bay  Area 
in  California. 

And  then  there’s  the  Sungrebe 
found  in  mid-November  at  Bosque 
del  Apache  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  New  Mexico.  This  species 
has  shown  some  dispersal  ability 
within  and  close  to  its  normal 
range,  colonizing  new  areas  and 
having  turned  up  on  at  least  one 
offshore  island.  But  it  would  have 
needed  to  travel  about  1400  kilo- 
meters from  the  nearest  point  in  its 
regular  range,  and  much  of  that  is 
over  desert.  A check  of  zoos  and 
other  collections  found  no  record 
of  any  Sungrebe  being  kept  any- 
where, and  no  one  in  the  zoo  community  can 
recall  one  ever  being  kept  (though  Sunbit- 
terns  are  commonly  kept  in  captivity).  How- 
ever, some  very  strange  species  are  kept  or 
smuggled  by  equally  strange  individuals  who 
have  little  interest  in  reporting  their  holdings. 
One  classic  example  is  the  Double-striped 
Thick-knee  that  turned  up  on  a golf  course  in 
Yuma,  Arizona,  during  the  late  1980s,  a bird 
that  was  seen  by  many  birders.  The  golf 
course  habitat  and  the  fact  that  it  was  fairly 
tame  set  off  a few  alarm  bells,  but  no  zoos  or 
other  collections  were  found  to  be  missing 
any  birds.  Yet  it  was  later  discovered  and  ful- 
ly confirmed  that  it  had  been  smuggled  to 
Yuma  by  a Guatemalan  resident.  So  to  bal- 
ance out  our  willingness  to  imagine  all  man- 
ner of  subtropical  and  tropical  species  pio- 
neering range  extensions  into  the  United 
States,  we  should  keep  in  mind  that  even 
thorough  scrutiny  of  zoos  and  other  collec- 
tions of  captive  birds  may  not  provide  us 
with  sufficient  context  to  decide  whether  a 
singular  vagrant  arrived  under  its  own  steam. 
Certainly,  in  worldwide  context,  finfoots  are 
known  to  move  around,  much  like  their 


nearest  relatives  the  rails,  in  search  of  new 
habitats,  but  they  are  also  among  the  least- 
studied  of  bird  families.  And  so  it  may  be  ap- 
propriate to  reserve  judgment  on  the  New 
Mexico  bird,  and  in  the  mean  time,  we 
should  search  little-birded  wetland  habitats 
in  northern  Mexico  carefully  for  this  elusive 
bird,  to  determine  the  northern  limits  of  its 
current  range — and  also  keep  an  eye  out  in 
the  remote  resacas  and  rivers  and  swamps  of 
southern  Texas. 

Additional  exceptional  rarities  in  autumn 
2008  included  Black-tailed  Gull  in  Massachu- 
setts; Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  and  Red-necked 
Stint  together  in  New  York  (with  another  Red- 
necked in  New  Jersey);  Western  Meadowlark 
in  Maryland;  an  inland  Great  Cormorant  in 
Georgia;  nesting  Least  Grebes,  White  Wagtail 
(second  state  record,  and  thought  to  be  M.  a. 
ocularis),  and  beached  Northern  Fulmar  (two) 
and  Thick-billed  Murre  in  Florida;  Manx 
Shearwater  inland  in  Ontario  (the  province’s 
third  record);  Common  Ground-Dove  in  On- 
tario (also  third  record);  a good  candidate  for 
Western  Warbling  Vireo  photographed  in 
mid-November  in  Ohio  (Figure  12);  Ancient 
Murrelet  in  Michigan;  Jabiru  in  Texas  (and 
one  just  prior  in  northern  Tamaulipas);  Mag- 
nificent Hummingbird  in  eastern  Texas, 
Williamson’s  Sapsucker  in  southern  Texas, 
and  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  in  western  Texas; 
Western  Bluebird  in  southwestern  Kansas 
(this  species  migrates  and  wanders  much  less 
than  the  other  two  bluebird  species); 
Henslow’s  Sparrow  in  Colorado;  two  Pygmy 
Nuthatches  in  Alberta;  Sulphur-bellied  Fly- 
catcher in  eastern  New  Mexico;  juvenile 
Northern  Jagana  and  Nutting’s  Flycatcher  in 
Arizona;  Chestnut-backed  Chickadee  and 
Nashville  Warbler  in  Yukon;  hepatic-morph 
Common  Cuckoo  in  northern  Alaska  (excep- 
tional on  the  mainland,  plus  all  previous  au- 
tumn records  of  Cuculus  cuckoos  in  the  state 
apparently  have  involved  Oriental  Cuckoo  or 
Cuculus  sp.);  Bell’s  Vireo  in  Washington;  Jack 
Snipe  in  Oregon  (third  state  record);  Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbirds  in  Oregon  and  north- 
ern California;  a November  Petrochelidon 
swallow  in  Washington  not  identified  to 
species;  Eastern  Yellow  Wagtail  in  Oregon  and 
southern  California;  Smith’s  Longspur  in  Ore- 
gon; Wedge-tailed  Shearwater  in  northern 
California;  Red-footed  Booby  and  Cerulean 
Warbler  in  southern  California;  Nelson’s 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  in  Baja  California;  Com- 
mon Snipe  in  Hawaii;  continuing  Gray  Gull 
on  the  Yucatan  Peninsula;  Ross’s  Goose  on 
Bermuda;  Black  Kites  on  Barbados  and  Guade- 
loupe; and  Golden-cheeked  Warbler  in  Belize. 
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Figure  12.  This  vireo  was  initially  identified  as  a Philadelphia  Vireo,  owing  in  part  to  the 
green  back  that  contrasts  with  a rich  gray  crown.  On  closer  examination  of  several  images, 
the  bill  structure,  relatively  faint  eye-line,  and  lack  of  yellow  in  the  underparts  identify  it 
as  a Warbling  Vireo.  This  bird  was  present  17-25  (here  23)  November  2008  in  the  backyard 
of  Ronnie  Maeko  and  Shari  Jackson  and  was  one  two  November  Warbling  Vireos  in  the 
Eastern  Highlands  & Upper  Ohio  River  Valley  region  this  season  (and  the  third  in  the  past 
five  years).  Warbling  Vireos  that  nest  in  Ohio  show  much  more  uniformly  gray-brown 
upperparts  that  contrast  little  with  an  only  slightly  darker  crown.  The  combination  of 
characters  in  this  bird  strongly  suggest  a Warbling  Vireo  of  a western  subspecies,  which 
would  be  a first  for  Ohio.  Photograph  by  Renee  Tressler. 


Western  hummingbirds  in  the  East  are  now 
standard  fare.  As  mentioned  in  several  previ- 
ous Changing  Seasons  essays,  we  have  long 
since  ceased  to  be  amazed  by  the  numbers  of 
Rufous  and  even  Black-chinned  Humming- 
birds found  there  in  fall  and  winter.  Calliopes 
are  equally  in  the  “expected”  category  (Vir- 
ginia finally  verified  its  first,  and  an  adult  male 


Figure  1 3.  In  Barbados,  three  Eurasian  Spoonbills  were  discovered  1 7 November  2008 — 
two  in  St.  Lucy  Parish  (here  22  November)  and  another  in  St.  Philip  Parish;  these  two  re- 
mained at  least  into  January  2009.  In  the  New  World,  all  other  records  of  this  species  are 
also  from  islands:  Itilleq,  Nanortalik,  Greenland  (4  October  1936),  Buccoo,  Tobago  (3  No- 
vember 1986),  Fernando  de  Noronha,  off  Brazil  (ianuary-February  1999),  St.  Lucia 
(through  20  April  2008;  see  video  at  <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ltW1bd8oSlo>), 
and  Antigua  (25  February  2009  into  spring;  possibly  the  third  bird  from  Barbados).  Iceland 
has  multiple  records  of  the  species:  five  records  between  30  September  and  8 October 
(1945, 1956, 1972, 1998,  and  2005),  but  then  a run  in  fall  2008  of  at  least  three  and  as 
many  as  six  birds  1 0 October-1  December.  After  Hurricane  Andrew  in  August  1 992,  a 
Eurasian  Spoonbill  escaped  captivity  from  the  Metro  Zoo  in  Miami-Dade  County,  Florida 
and  was  relocated  in  Pinellas  County  in  October  1993.  Photograph  by  Eddie  Massiah. 


was  a particularly  unusual 
age-class  to  turn  up  in  Mas- 
sachusetts). We  wonder 
where  the  next  Broad-tailed, 
Allen’s  (state  first  in  Mis- 
souri), Anna’s  (state  first  in 
South  Dakota),  Green  Vio- 
letear  (first  in  Quebec,  belat- 
ed state  first  in  Tennessee, 
fourth  for  Michigan),  and 
even  Buff-bellied  or  Green- 
breasted Mango  might  turn 
up.  This  season’s  Broad- 
billed Hummingbirds  were 
found  in  Arkansas,  Con- 
necticut, Massachusetts,  and 
North  Carolina,  the  latter 
having  been  banded  the  pre- 
vious winter  in  South  Car- 
olina! Also  check  out  the 
surprising  totals  of  hum- 
mers in  the  Trans-Pecos  re- 
gion of  western  Texas. 

There  is  something  about 
islands  and  peninsular  tips 
at  the  continental  end-of-the-line — both  east 
and  west — that  concentrates  the  vagrants. 
Check  out  the  Atlantic  Provinces  report  and 
the  “typical”  excellent  autumn  haul  of  way- 
ward strays.  The  Farallon  Islands  off  San 
Francisco  saw  the  arrival  of  a Gray-tailed  Tat- 
tler, two  Baird’s  Sparrows,  and  a likely  Orien- 
tal Greenfinch.  Western  Alaska  outposts, 
specifically  Cambell  and  St. 
Paul,  had  a relatively  slow 
fall  in  2008  but  nonetheless 
did  attract  a Solitary  Snipe 
(first  North  American 
record).  Black-tailed  Gull, 
Brown  Shrike,  Stonechat, 
and  several  species  that  are 
proving  to  be  annual  at  this 
season:  Willow  Warbler 
(two).  Dusky  Warbler  (a 
record  six,  with  two  later  in 
the  season  in  northern  Cali- 
fornia), Pechora  Pipit  (two), 
and  Siberian  Accentor 
(one).  Some  of  the  least-ex- 
pected birds  to  occur  regu- 
larly in  autumn  on  the 
Bering  Sea  islands  are,  in 
fact.  North  American 
strays — whether  reverse-  or 
mirror-image  vagrants  or 
just  random  wanderers — 
from  as  far  away  as  southern 
British  Columbia  or  farther. 
Wood  Storks  and  Roseate 


Spoonbills  were  especially  widespread  in  the 
lower  Mississippi  and  Missouri  River  Valleys, 
with  some  found  as  far  north  to  Ohio,  Illinois, 
and  Missouri.  Records  of  Old  World  ardeids 
in  the  eastern  West  Indies  (especially  on  Bar- 
bados) continue  to  amaze;  this  season,  Barba- 
dos logged  its  third  Purple  Heron  and  three 
Eurasian  Spoonbills  (Figure  13).  Should  these 
birds  move  to  the  north  and  west  at  some 
point,  birders  in  the  East  and  on  the  Gulf 
coast  should  be  mindful  of  these  species,  just 
as  we  stay  alert  for  Little  Egret,  Western  Reef- 
Heron — and  just  as  birders  in  the  middle 
twentieth  century  watched  for  Cattle  Egrets. 
Indeed,  the  black-billed  Great  Egret  from  the 
Old  World  (nicknamed  “Great  White  Egret” 
by  local  birders)  in  Virginia,  which  was  relo- 
cated in  August,  may  well  have  made  first 
New  World  landfall  in  the  Caribbean  some- 
where. 

Many  vagrants  are  found  after  the  peak  sea- 
son for  regular  migrants.  Most  eastern  passer- 
ines peak  along  the  West  Coast  in  spring  be- 
tween mid-May  and  mid-June,  with  a few 
found  as  late  as  early  July,  and  the  best  month 
in  autumn  for  many  western  vagrants  in  the 
East  is  November,  But  a few  western  strays 
may  occur  in  the  East  as  early  as  August,  in- 
cluding Townsend’s  and  Black-throated  Gray 
Warblers  and  Western  Tanager.  This  season,  a 
Townsend’s  was  in  Ontario  already  in  early 
August,  and  there  are  multiple  September 
records  of  these  western  species  in  New  York 
and  adjacent  states. 

High  counts 

Some  exceptional  single-day  concentrations 
noted  during  the  autumn  2008  season  includ- 
ed 100,000  Common  Eiders  in  Maine;  10,000 
Common  Mergansers  in  southern  Quebec; 
tens  of  thousands  of  Western  Grebes  on  Fort 
Peck  Reservoir,  Montana;  50,000  shearwaters 
off  the  Avalon  Peninsula  of  Newfoundland; 
6000  Fork-tailed  Storm-Petrels  off  Newport, 
Oregon;  80  American  Bitterns  heading  out  at 
dusk  at  Cape  May,  New  Jersey;  90-100+  Swal- 
low-tailed Kites  at  a roost  in  Georgia;  255,641 
Broad-winged  Hawks  over  Detroit  (a  known 
concentration  point);  638  Peregrine  Falcons 
at  a hawkwatch  in  Florida;  8000  American 
Golden-Plovers  at  Salt  Plains,  Oklahoma; 
400,000  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at  Lake  Albert, 
eastern  Oregon  (add  that  site  to  the  Great  Salt 
Lake  and  Mono  Lake  as  major  staging  areas 
for  this  species),  plus  10,000  Red-necked 
Phalaropes;  5000  Eastern  Kingbirds  at  Red 
Slough,  Oklahoma;  a roost  of  550,000  Barn 
Swallows  at  a single  site  in  Oregon;  and 
36,648  Common  Redpolls  at  Tadoussac, 


VOLUME  63  (2009)  • NUMBER  1 


31 


|THE  changing  SEASONS:  CORNUCOPIA 


Quebec  22-24  October.  Monitoring  programs 
also  had  several  remarkable  multi-day  tallies, 
including  811  Alder  Flycatchers  banded  dur- 
ing the  season  at  Teslin  Lake  and  202  banded 
at  Albert  Creek,  Yukon  and  200  of  the  declin- 
ing Loggerhead  Shrike  in  southeastern  Ore- 
gon during  four  days  in  August. 

in  brief 

• Interesting  hybrids  found  in  fall  2008  in- 
cluded single  Dunlin  x White-rumped  Sand- 
pipers in  both  Massachusetts  and  Ontario  and 
a Boreal  Chickadee  x Mountain  Chickadee  in 
the  Yukon. 

• Following  what  seemed  to  be  a strong  trend 
of  ever-increasing  numbers  of  fall  Sabine’s 
Gulls  inland,  the  species  seemed  to  be  in  re- 
duced numbers  across  much  of  the  interior  this 
season,  with  above-average  counts  noted  only 
in  eastern  California,  Nevada,  and  Arizona. 

• Los  Angeles  became  the  first  county  in  the 
United  States  to  reach  the  500  species  mile- 
stone with  the  appearance  of  a Barrow’s  Gold- 
eneye in  November. 

• Yet  another  outbreak  of  avian  botulism  on 
several  of  the  Great  Lakes  was  thought  to  be 
moderate  rather  than  extreme  this  year. 

• A particularly  impressive  flight  of  Golden 
Eagles  was  recorded  from  Ontario  eastward. 
Large  numbers  of  Franklin’s  Gulls — almost 
certainly  related  to  a strong  low-pressure  sys- 
tem from  the  central  Great  Plains — turned  up 
in  Ontario,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  in  ear- 
ly November.  The  same  period  saw  a number 
of  interesting  Great  Plains  waterbirds  and 
landbirds  at  Point  Pelee  and  other  sites  in 
southwestern  Ontario. 

• A House  Crow  (Corvus  splendens)  was 
found  in  Norfolk,  Virginia,  undoubtedly  a 
ship-assisted  bird  that  arrived  at  the  large 
naval  base  and  commercial  port  located  a mile 
or  so  away.  An  individual  showing  evidence 
of  confinement  turned  up  in  Louisiana  last 
spring.  This  species,  found  from  southern 
Asia  to  the  Middle  East,  is  known  to  ride 
ships  and  to  colonize  port  cities  well  outside 
its  normal  range. 

• Studies  using  radio-tagged  birds  are  making 
a staggering  number  of  fascinating  discover- 
ies. A Golden  Eagle  in  western  Virginia  in 
March  2008  was  tracked  to  Maine  and  the  At- 
lantic Provinces  during  the  summer,  and  then 
back  to  western  Virginia  in  early  October  and 
then  into  West  Virginia  in  early  November.  A 
Whimbrel  was  followed  from  Washington 
state  almost  due  east  to  Wisconsin,  where  it 
perished,  while  another  tagged  Whimbrel  left 
Virginia  17  August  and  arrived  on  Mayaguana 
Island,  Bahamas  3 September,  where  it  re- 


mained until  26  September — surviving  Hurri- 
canes Hanna  and  Ike — and  arrived  in  Guyana 
30  September.  Two  Marbled  Godwits  were 
tracked  from  the  isolated  nesting  area  on 
Akimiski  Island  in  southern  James  Bay  to 
southeastern  Colorado. 

Final  Thoughts 

Much  has  been  written  during  the  past  year  or 
two  (e.g..  Irons  and  Fix  2008)  on  the  effects — 
both  positive  and  negative — of  the  Internet  on 
our  birding  culture,  rare-bird  documentation, 
the  recording,  submission,  and  storage  of  avian 
data,  and  on  the  future  of  printed  journals 
such  as  North  American  Birds.  The  explosions 
in  Internet  use  and  in  digital  photography  are 
combining  to  cause  a substantial  decline  (as  a 
relative  percent,  and  probably  as  an  absolute 
number)  in  the  written  reports  and  documen- 
tation being  received  directly  by  many  region- 
al editors  of  North  American  Birds  and  by  many 
of  the  state  and  provincial  bird  records  com- 
mittees. A major  goal  of  all  birders  should  be 
to  see  that  we  gather  and  publish  (in  several 
possible  forms)  accurate,  vetted  sightings  in  a 
user-friendly  way  and  in  a thoughtful  regional 
and  historical  perspective.  The  debate  will 
continue  as  to  what  extent  online  sightings 
posted  on  various  listservs  should  be  included 
in  the  North  American  Birds  database.  Clearly, 
there  is  a lot  of  chaff  in  all  the  wheat  out  there 
on  the  Internet.  But  if  one  simply  ignores  all 
such  indirect  reports,  then  today’s  published 
records  in  North  American  Birds  will  be  woe- 
fully incomplete.  As  many  observers  as  possi- 
ble need  to  understand  the  value  of  vetted  ma- 
terial. Hopefully,  birders  in  the  twenty-first 
century  care  enough  to  see  this  process  main- 
tained. Regional  editors  and  others  can  help  by 
writing  to  those  very  same  listservs,  making 
the  case  that  such  vetted  material  in  a careful- 
ly edited  published  form  is  extremely  valuable. 
The  regional  editors  also  need  to  make  the  re- 
porting mechanism  as  user-friendly  as  possi- 
ble. One  little  thing  that  makes  a huge  differ- 
ence is  to  always  acknowledge  receipt  of  mate- 
rial received — something  that  is  so  easy  to  do 
by  email.  Such  a response  also  helps  to  double- 
check that  reports  are  indeed  received,  but 
more  importantly  it  generates  untold  amounts 
of  good  will. 
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Audubon  VideoGuide 
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“A  skillful  irdx  of  \ideri  ajici  stills  limi 
will  delight  and  infof  mf’ 

New  York  Times 
“Not  only  authoiitalive,  b^i!  also  Htevai-.s 
witty  and  full  of  interestiiig  facts,” 

Library  Journal 

‘An  iinpoftanl  addition  to  prinicd  ludd 
guides.  ” Philadelphia  Inquirer 

Audubon’s  VideoGuide  to  505  Birds 
of  North  America  on  Two  DVD  is 
the  ideal  application  of  DVD  tech- 
nolosf  to  a reference  source.  Beauti- 
ful moving  footage  and  stills,  bird 
calls  and  sounds,  annotated  visuals, 
authoritative  narration  and  range 
maps  help  users  quickly  and  pre- 
cisely locate  any  of  247  bird  species 
in  DVD  I,  258  species  in  DVD  II,  or 
all  505  species  in  the  two-disk  set,  at 
the  touch  of  a button. 

By  using  your  DVD  player's  remote 
control  you  can  repeat  a segment,  a 
shot  or  any  part  of  a bird’s  descrip- 
tion as  often  as  you  like,  or  even 
study  footage  in  slow  motion.  DVD 
puts  you  in  control. 

Use  a laptop  or  portable  DVD  player 
and  you  can  easily  bring  this  unique 
reference  into  the  field  for  easy  on- 
site identification.  Also  included  in 
each  DVD  package  is  the  informative 
64-page  Mini  FieldGuide  to  505  Birds 
of  North  America^  which  will  help  you 
find  birds  on  disk  and  in  the  field.. 

6 Hours  $69.95 
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New  Audubon  DVD  Release 
Available  September  2008 
Orders  Accepted  Now 


Audubon’s  VideoGuide  to  Butterflies 
Common  and  Endangered  contains 
extremely  rare,  never  before  seen  mov- 
ing footage  of  21  of  the  22  U.S.  endan- 
gered and  threatened  butterflies — the 
lone  exception,  the  Lotis  Blue,  has  not 
been  seen  by  anyone  in  its  Northern 
California  habitat  since  1994  and  may 
be  extinct — and  tells  the  stories  of 
how  they  came  to  be  at  risk. 

This  companion  to  the  classic 
Audubon  Society's  VideoGuide  to  505 
Birds  of  North  America,  is  also  the 
first  field  video  guide  to  common  North 
American  butterflies,  the  kind  found 
in  backyards  across  the  continent.  It 
features  beautiful  video,  range  maps, 
and  informative  narration  about  more 
than  70  common  butterflies  in  their 
native  habitat. 

The  VideoGuide  was  written  by  Dr. 
Paul  Opler,  author  of  the  Peterson 
Field  Guides  to  Eastern  and  Western 
Butterflies,  and  Jim  Ebner,  director  of 
Audubon  Butterfly  Essentials  for  Be- 
ginners and  Gardeners. 

2 Hours  $39.95 
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Audubon  Butterfly  DVD  Essentials 
for  Beginners  and  Gardeners  has 
everything  the  budding  lepidopterist 
needs  to  begin  identifying  the  common 
butterflies  found  across  the  United 
States.  Included  is  an  easy-to- 
understand  introduction  to  butterfly  bi- 
ology, butterfly  lifecycles  and  behavior, 
as  well  as  identification  sections  on  30 
of  our  most  common  species. 


Each  butterfly  species  has  its  own  fa- 
vorite foods  and  habitat  which  can  help 
attract  them  to  your  backyard  garden. 
Essentials  contains  all  the  information 
you'll  need  to  turn  your  garden  into  a 
butteifly  paradise,  plus  in  depth  looks 
at  25  favorite  butterfly  plants  and  many 
of  the  butteiilies  they  attract. 


The  beautiful  video  of  favorite  and  sur- 
prising butterflies  is  sure  to  delight. 
Essentials  for  Beginners  and  Garden- 
ers was  written  by  Paul  A.  Opler,  author 
of  the  Peterson  Field  Guides  to  East- 
ern and  Western  Butterflies,  and  di- 
rector Jim  Ebner. 

2 Hours  30  Mins  $39.95 


MORE  INFO  OR  ORDER  AT  iTiastervision.com  or  800-876-0091  xl03  money  back  guaranteed! 

Or  send  check  or  money  order  to  Mastervision,  Dept.  103,  PO  Box  48,  Howell  MI  48844-0048.  Add  $5  S&H  per  order. 
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Thank  You! 

Once  again,  and  despite  the  often  grim  eco- 
nomic headlines,  our  Friends  have  come 
through  with  generous  donations  to  support 
the  publication  of  more  color  photographs  (a 
record  number  in  this  issue!),  more  articles 
and  features,  more  data-rich,  well-ilustrated 
regional  reports,  and — beginning  modestly 
with  this  issue  but  hopefully  expanding  in  the 
near  future — the  addition  of  the  enigmatic, 
neglected,  fascinating  island  of  Greenland  to 
our  reporting  regions.  As  birding  expands  in 
so  many  ways  (who  ever  dreamed  that  ad- 
vances in  digital  photography  would  give  us 
rank  amateurs  such  professional  results?),  we 
find  new  frontiers,  and  travel  in  Greenland 
has  become  increasingly  common,  particular- 
ly through  Iceland.  Encountering  a great  di- 
versity of  wildlife  in  Greenland,  however,  has 
become  increasingly  difficult,  as  hunting 
pressure,  climate  change,  and  other  problems 
reduce  both  the  numbers  of  birds  and  other 
animals  and  their  accessibility.  Hopefully, 
with  more  attention  from  naturalists  around 
the  world,  and  more  pressure  from  conserva- 
tion groups  and  world  governments,  Green- 
landers will  come  to  embrace  their  natural 
heritage  in  new  and  constructive  ways. 

Editorial  migrations  ^ corrigenda 

We  are  delighted  to  announce  here  that  Dan 
Svingen,  brother  to  Regional  Editor  Peder 
Svingen  of  the  Western  Great  Lakes,  has  re- 
turned after  about  15  years  to  help  edit  the 
Northern  Great  Plains  winter  season  report, 
joining  Ron  Martin.  Welcome  back,  Dan! 
Adam  Byrne,  also  Regional  Editor  for  the 
Western  Great  Lakes,  has  agreed  to  come  on 
board  as  Associate  Editor,  working  on  manu- 
scripts instead  of  finding  new  birds  for  his 
home  state  of  Michigan — how  did  we  get  him 
to  agree  to  that?  The  winter  season  for  the  At- 
lantic Provinces  & St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  re- 
gion will  now  be  in  the  capable  hands  of 
Blake  Maybank,  who  takes  over  for  Brian 
Dalzell  after  winter  2008-2009.  Thanks  to 
Brian  for  his  fine  editing  over  the  past  ten 
years!  The  Florida  report  will  now  be  co-edit- 
ed  by  Andy  Bankert  and  Bruce  Anderson, 
who  have  taken  over  the  migration  seasons’ 
reports  from  Bill  Pranty.  Thanks  also  to  Bill 
for  his  outstanding  work  in  this  region  for  ten 
years!  Bill  continues  as  Chair  of  the  American 
Birding  Association’s  Checklist  Committee. 
Readers  will  notice  that  we  are  in  search  of 
editorial  help  in  the  British  Columbia  region. 


The  Friends  of 
North  American  Birds 

$1500 

Steve  Mlodinow 

$500 

Robert  0.  Paxton 

$200-300 
Deborah  Allen 
Paul  Baicich 
George  Bing 
Hal  Opperman 
Erika  Wilson 

$150 

Carol  Selvey 

$50-100 

William  Blakeslee 
William  Carter 
Alan  Contreras 

Daphne  Gemmill 
Mary  Hardie 
Robert  Hilton 
David  P.  Muth 
Blair  Nikula 
Richard  Saval 

Paul  W.  Sykes,  Jr. 

D.  W.  Verser 

which  lacks  a report  for  autumn  2008;  we 
hope  to  locate  an  editor  in  coming  weeks. 

In  the  previous  issue  (North  American 
Birds  62:  602-603),  several  photographic  cap- 
tions from  the  Alaska  regional  report  were  in- 
correct. The  Lazuli  Bunting  photograph  was 
in  fact  taken  by  Patty  Rose,  the  Mew  Gull  by 
Paul  M.  Suchanek,  and  the  Eurasian  Col- 
lared-Dove  by  Steve  Heinl.  We  are  very  sorry 
for  these  misattributions  and  apologize  to  all 
three  photographers.  Also  in  the  previous  is- 


sue, the  article  on  the  Crowned  Slaty-Fly- 
catcher in  Louisiana  (62:  638-639)  men- 
tioned United  States  records  of  Variegated 
Flycatcher  but  inadvertently  omitted  men- 
tion of  Canada’s  record  of  Variegated,  at 
Toronto  7 October  through  6 November 
1993  (American  Birds  48:  106,  161).  As  Alan 
Wormington  points  out,  it  was  “seen  by 
about  a million  people.” 

And  we  thought  gulls 
were  difficult .... 

Over  the  past  three  decades,  many  of  us  have 
worked  hard  to  come  to  grips  with  the  iden- 
tification and  taxonomy  of  larger  gulls — 
Thayer’s/Iceland,  the  Lesser  Biack-backed 
group,  Slaty-backed,  the  Yellow-legged 
group,  and  more  recently  the  Mew  complex 
and  the  pink-legged  Herring  Gull  group,  in- 
cluding European,  American,  Vega,  and 
probably  others.  On  the  Pacific  coasts,  where 
hybrids  abound  but  messy  landfills  are  fewer, 
discussions  are  often  carefully  hedged  with 
qualifiers  and  identifications  frequently  ten- 
tative, acknowledging  the  variation  within 
species  and  the  limits  of  our  knowledge.  Our 
era  has  been  unprecedented  for  the  flow  of 
photographs  and  correspondence  ’with  gull 
enthusiasts  around  the  world,  not  just  in  Eu- 
rope but  also  in  Asia  and  Australia. 

For  the  most  part,  large  gulls  spend  a fair 
amount  of  time  on  land,  where  they  can  be 
studied.  This  is  not  true  of  tubenoses,  which 
are  mostly  pelagic  and  have  breeding  areas 
difficult  of  access.  Nevertheless,  North  Amer- 
ican birders  on  all  coasts  have  made  great 
strides  in  the  identification  of  this  group  as 
well,  adding  over  20  new  species  to  the 
North  American  list  in  the  past  35  years,  in- 
cluding one  record  (North  American  Birds  58: 
468-473)  that  occasioned  the  American  split 
of  Cory’s  Shearwater  (Calonectris  diomedea) 
into  two  species:  Cory’s  (C.  diomedea)  and 
Cape  Verde  Shearwater  (C.  edwardsii). 

The  recent  publication  of  Petrels  Night  and 
Day:  A Sound  Approach  Guide  (2008) , a book 
that  covers  the  tubenoses  of  the  eastern 
North  Atlantic  Ocean  and  Mediterranean 
Sea,  suggests  that  we  are  still  in  the  infancy  of 
learning  which  taxa  of  tubenoses  occur  off 
our  own  Atlantic  coasts.  This  marvelously 
unorthodox,  richly  illustrated  book  is  a guide 
to  the  natural  history  and  vocalizations  (two 
CDs  are  included)  of  about  20  taxa  of 
tubenoses,  and  the  team  that  produced  the 
book — including  Magnus  Robb,  Killian 
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Mullarney,  Arnoud  van  den  Berg,  Mark  Con- 
stantine, Rene  Pop,  and  others — also  pro- 
vides a wealth  of  information  on  tubenose 
identification,  albeit  largely  by  vocalizations 
heard  only  on  the  breeding  grounds. 

Birders  who  have  become  enchanted  with 
this  group  will  be  interested  in  spending 
quality  time  with  the  book,  not  least  because 
it  advances  the  proposals  for  numerous  splits 
in  “species”  that  we  have  only  recently  come 
to  feel  comfortable  identifying  at  sea  in  North 
America.  Among  many  other  effects  of  this 
book  is  to  erase  this  sense  of  comfort — ^which 
permits  us  to  look  at  these  seabirds  with 
fresh  eyes,  open  minds,  and  ready  cameras. 
Some  of  these  proposed  splits  have  become 
rather  settled  on  European  shores,  for  in- 
stance, the  recognition  of  Yelkouan  Shearwa- 
ter (Puffinus  yelkouan)  and  Balearic  Shearwa- 
ter (P  mauretanicus)  as  distinct  species  in  the 
“Mediterranean  Shearwater”  group.  Howev- 
er, for  many  readers,  some  of  the  splits  pro- 
posed are  essentially  new  with  the  publica- 
tion of  this  book.  European  bird  records 
committees  have  not  fully  reviewed  these 
proposals,  though  the  Dutch  committee  has 
ratified  several;  some  of  them  have  only  re- 
cently been  proposed  formally  in  the  scien- 
tific literature,  and  others  have  yet  to  be  de- 
scribed in  the  literature. 

In  the  Petrels  book,  among  the  larger 
tubenoses,  what  our  field  guides  call  Cory’s 
Shearwater  is  split  three  ways:  into  Cape 
Verde  Shearwater  (C.  edwardsii)  of  the  Cape 
Verde  Islands,  Cory’s  Shearwater  (C.  borealis) 
of  Macaronesian  islands,  south  to  the  Canary 
Islands  (with  a small  colony  in  Spain’s  Ter- 
reros  Islands  in  the  Mediterranean),  and 
Scopoli’s  Shearwater  (C.  diomedea)  of  the 
Mediterranean  (and  a site  on  the  Atlantic 
coast  of  France),  the  latter  named  for  the 
Austrian-ltalian  doctor  Giovanni  Antonio 
Scopoli,  who  described  the  Mediterranean- 
nesting birds  in  1769.  All  three  have  been 
confirmed  in  North  American  waters,  vAth 
borealis  by  far  the  most  numerous,  as  would 
be  expected,  as  its  nesting  islands  are  closest 
to  North  American  waters.  Although  dio- 
medea is  known  from  multiple  specimens  in 
North  America,  field  identification  is  very 
difficult  without  excellent  comparative  stud- 
ies (and  photographs)  of  Scopoli’s  with 
Cory’s  and  may  not  be  possible  in  many  cas- 
es (see  also  Howell  and  Patteson.  2008. 
Variation  in  Cory’s  and  Scopoli’s  Shearwaters. 
Alula  14:  12-21). 

Little  Shearwater  in  the  North  Atlantic  is 
split  into  Boyd’s  Shearwater  (Puffinis  boydi) 
of  the  Cape  Verde  Islands,  which  has  not 


been  documented  in  the  western  North  At- 
lantic, and  Barolo’s  Shearwater  (P.  baroli), 
which  nests  in  Macaronesia  from  the  Canary 
Islands  northward.  (In  North  American  Birds 
61:  205,  we  misspelled  this  species’  potential 
English  name,  which  honors  the  Italian  Car- 
lo Tancredi  Falletti,  Marchese  di  Barolo,  born 
in  1782,  and/or  his  French  wife  Juliette  Vic- 
turine  Colbert  di  Maulevrier,  born  in  1786. 
Because  a noble  estate  is  marked  with  “di 
Barolo,”  the  name  Barolo  Shearwater  would 
be  preferable.)  The  taxon  baroli  is  the  one  as- 
sociated with  the  recent  Massachusetts 
record  (North  American  Birds  62:  190)  and 
the  Sable  Island,  Nova  Scotia  specimen  from 
September  1896.  Although  these  two  can 
look  similar,  a much  greater  difficulty  lies  in 
distinguishing  Boyd’s  from  Audubon’s  Shear- 
water (P  Iherminieri) , which  is  regrettably 
not  treated  in  the  book. 

The  bird  we  in  North  America  now  call 
Fea’s  Petrel  (Pterodroma  feae) , recognized  by 
the  early  1990s  as  specifically  distinct  from 
the  smaller  Zino’s  Petrel  (R  madeira)  of 
Madeira,  is  further  split  into  Desertas  Petrel 
(R  deserta)  of  Bugio  Island  (near  Madeira,  in 
the  Desertas  Islands)  and  the  little-studied 
Fea’s  Petrel  proper  (P.  feae)  of  the  Cape  Verde 
Islands.  The  gadfly  petrels  captured  in  the 
Azores  thus  far  appear  most  similar  to  Deser- 
tas Petrels.  If  the  debate  over  the  field  identi- 
fication of  Fea’s  and  Zino’s  Petrels  has  not 
been  sufficiently  invigorating  for  the  gentle 
reader,  then  the  Fea’s  vs.  Desertas  discussion 
should  provide  even  more  opportunity  for 
spirited  exchanges,  hopefully  ones  that  are 
based  firmly  on  birds  of  known  identity.  At 
this  point,  it  is  not  clear  that  feae  and  deserta 
are  distinguishable  in  the  field.  Because  we 
have  no  specimen  of  any  petrel  of  this  group 
for  North  America,  it  is  unclear  precisely 
which  ones  have  occurred  off  our  Atlantic 
coasts  May  through  September;  however, 
when  asked  to  speculate  (after  some  fine 
Barolo  wine),  those  most  familiar  with  these 
taxa  now  opine  that  the  majority  of  records 
may  refer  not  to  the  very  heavy-billed  Deser- 
tas Petrel  but  rather  to  the  more  numerous, 
slightly  smaller-billed  Fea's  Petrel  (cf.  Binding 
36:  592).  The  daintier-billed  Zino's  Petrel  has 
not  been  clearly  documented  in  North  Amer- 
ica, but  images  of  interest  have  been  pub- 
lished (see  North  American  Birds  59:  527  and 
61:  672  and  Binding  36:  593;  see  also  a North 
Carolina  record  from  September  1995  at 
<www.seabirding.com>). 

Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  (Oceanodroma 
castro),  long  considered  ripe  for  splitting  by 
many  ornithologists,  is  divided  into  four 


EDITOR'S  NOTEBOOK 


North  Atlantic  species  in  the  Petrels  book, 
which  does  not  hyphenate  “storm-petrel,”  as 
we  do  in  North  America.  The  proposed 
names  for  these  four  species,  with  hyphens, 
are:  Madeiran  Storm-Petrel  (0.  castro),  Cape 
Verde  Storm-Petrel  (0.  jabejabe),  Grant’s 
Storm-Petrel,  and  Monteiro’s  Storm-Petrel. 
The  latter  two  were  not  given  scientific  names 
in  the  book;  their  proposed  English  names 
honor  twentieth-century  ornithologists  Peter 
Grant  and  Luis  Monteiro.  Grant’s  breeds  in 
the  Azores,  Berlengas,  Selvagens,  Canary  Is- 
lands, and  Madeiran  archipelago  in  the  cool 
season  (August  through  March);  Monteiro’s 
breeds  in  the  Azores  during  the  warm  season 
(March  through  September);  Madeiran  breeds 
in  the  Madeiran  archipelago  and  Selvagens, 
with  a few  in  the  Canary  Islands,  in  the  warm 
season  (late  March  through  October);  and 
Cape  Verde  breeds  in  the  Cape  Verde  Islands 
in  the  cool  season  (October  through  June). 
Late  in  2008,  after  the  publication  of  Petrels, 
Monteiro’s  Storm-Petrel  was  formally  de- 
scribed by  Mark  Bolton  and  colleagues  as 
Oceanodroma  monteiroi  (Ibis  150:  717-727). 
Grant’s  has  not  yet  been  described. 

Observers  off  North  Carolina  have  been 
carefully  studying  structure  and  molt  pat- 
terns and  timing  of  the  “Band-rumped” 
storm-petrels  seen  there.  May  through  early 
September,  for  the  past  several  seasons  (see 
Howell.  2008.  Great  expectations?  Binding 
41:  50-52).  The  observations  have  generated 
much  speculation  on  the  taxa  involved,  but 
these  should  be  taken  as  provisional  and 
possibly  not  correct.  Grant’s  appears  to  be 
the  predominant  large  “Band-rumped”-type 
here;  it  recalls  Leach’s  in  size  but  usually 
lacks  any  semblance  of  fork  or  notch  in  the 
tail.  Cape  Verde,  another  cool-season  breed- 
er, could  also  be  present,  although  it  is  not 
clear  at  present  whether  it  can  be  distin- 
guished from  Grant’s  when  seen  at  sea.  Mon- 
teiro’s may  also  occur — the  few  birds  ob- 
served with  distinctly  forked  tails  may  be 
this  taxon.  And  Madeiran  Storm-Petrels  may 
also  occur;  the  very  smallest  “Band- 
rumpeds,”  which  can  sometimes  be  passed 
off  for  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels  (Oceanites 
oceanicus),  may  in  fact  be  Madeirans — small 
birds  have  occasioned  more  than  a little  con- 
fusion and  disagreement  on  pelagic  trips 
over  the  years  (we  managed  to  get  these  two 
dissimilar  species  reversed  in  a recent  cap- 
tion: Figure  11  on  page  517  of  the  previous 
issue!).  These  taxa  apparently  also  differ  in 
several  other  features  of  plumage,  but  these 
require  further  study  of  breeding  birds.  The 
North  American  specimen  record  of  Band- 
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rumped  Storm-Petrel  has  yet  to  be  fully  in- 
vestigated, but  a thorough  study  could  shed 
more  light  on  this  intriguing  set  of  questions. 
The  only  banding  return  of  a Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrel  in  the  United  States  comes  from 
Florida  (Woolfenden,  G.  E.,  L.  R.  Monteiro, 
and  R.  A.  Duncan.  2001.  Recovery  from  the 
northeastern  Gulf  of  Mexico  of  a Band- 
rumped  Storm-Petrel  banded  in  the  Azores. 
Journal  of  Field  Ornithology  72:  62-65) — thus 
apparently  a Grant’s  Storm-Petrel. 

For  those  of  us  who  have  puzzled  for  years 
over  what  we  have  perceived  as  incongruous 
“variations”  in  size,  structure,  bill  shape, 
width  of  the  “band”  (white  tail  coverts), 
shape/extent  of  carpal  bar,  and  degree  of  tail 
fork  in  this  “species”  off  the  Carolinas,  it  is 
some  relief  to  read  that  we  have  probably 
been  encountering  multiple  taxa,  whatever 
their  ultimate  disposition  on  avifaunal  lists.  It 
is  worth  an  aside  here  that  Band-rumpeds 
breeding  in  the  Galapagos  and  Leach’s  Storm- 
Petrels  in  the  North  Pacific  have  also  been  the 
subject  of  proposed  splits,  and  Black-capped 
Petrel  also  appears  to  show  variation  sugges- 
tive of  multiple  taxa  (see  Howell  and  Patte- 
son.  2008.  Variation  in  the  Black-capped  Pe- 
trel— one  species  or  more?  Alula  14:  70-83). 

The  other  proposed  split,  possibly  subtler 
still,  is  of  what  we  in  North  America  call  Eu- 
ropean Storm-Petrel  (Hydrobates  pelagicus) 
into  Mediterranean  Storm-Petrel  (H.  meliten- 
sis)  of  the  Mediterranean  islands  and  British 
Storm-Petrel  (H.  pelagicus)  of  the  Atlantic,  the 
latter  name  somewhat  unfortunate,  given  this 
taxon’s  abundance  as  a breeder  in  Iceland.  As 
the  recent  article  in  North  American  Birds  (62: 
512-517)  suggests,  the  slender-billed  birds  off 
North  Carolina  are  more  likely  to  be  pelagicus 
than  inelitensis,  as  would  be  expected,  given 
the  breeding  ranges  of  these  taxa.  As  yet, 
there  is  no  specimen  for  North  Am.erica,  and 
the  single  bird  captured  by  hand  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia (Auk  88:  671-672)  was  measured  with  to- 
tal length  152  mm,  wing  121  mm,  tail  51  mm, 
culmen  11  mm,  tarsus  21  mm,  and  mid-toe 
and  claw  20  mm;  some  of  these  measure- 
ments suggest  the  smaller  pelagicus. 

We  should  point  out  that  it  is  possible  that 
none  of  these  proposed  splits  may  be  adopted 
on  our  side  of  the  Atlantic,  but  they  give  us 
food  for  thought  and  reason  to  look  ever  more 
closely  at  the  birds  we  do  observe  and  photo- 
graph here — and  abundant  reason  to  salvage 
(with  proper  permit)  seabirds  we  find  dead  on 
beaches  or  inland  after  hurricanes.  There 
seems  to  be  no  end  to  new  discoveries  in  this 
group. 


STANDARD 
ABBREVIATIONS  AND 
SYMBOLS  USED  IN  THE 
REGIONAL  REPORTS 


* 

specimen  collected 

+ 

bird(s)  seen  through  end  of  period 

t 

written  details  oil  file 

A.F.B. 

Air  Force  Base 

acc. 

accepted  by  records  committee 

AM. 

Avian  Records  Committee 

b. 

banded 

B.B.S. 

Breeding  Bird  Survey 

B.O. 

Bird  Observatory 

B.R.C 

Bird  Records  Committee 

C.A. 

Conservation  Area 

C.B.C 

Christmas  Bird  Count 

CP. 

Coonty  Park 

cm 

centimeter(s) 

Cr. 

Creek 

Ft. 

Fort 

G.C 

Golf  Course 

G.P. 

Game  Preserve 

Hwy. 

Highway 

!.(ls.) 

island(s),  lsie{s) 

imm.  (Imms.) 

immature(s) 

Jet. 

Junction 

juv.  (juvs.) 

juvenal  [plumage];  juveiiile(s) 

km 

kilometer(s) 

L, 

Lake 

mm 

mi!iimeter(s) 

m.ob. 

many  (or  multiple)  observers 

Mt.  (Mts.) 

Mount/Mountain  (Mountains) 

N.A. 

Nature  Area,  Natural  Area 

N.F. 

National  Forest 

N.M. 

National  Monument 

N.P. 

National  Park 

N.S. 

National  Seashore 

N.W.R. 

National  Wildlife  Refuge 

p.a. 

pending  acceptance 

P.P. 

Provincial  Park 

Pen. 

Peninsula 

ph. 

photographed  (by  + initials) 

Pt. 

Point  (not  Port) 

R. 

River 

R.A. 

Recreatiofi(al)  Area 

R.B.A. 

Rare  Bird  Alert 

R.P. 

Regional  Park 

R,S. 

Regional  Shoreline 

Res. 

Reservoir 

Rte. 

Route 

S.B. 

State  Beach 

S.F. 

State  Forest 

S.G.A. 

State  Game  Area 

S.P. 

State  Park 

S.R.A. 

State  Recreation  Area 

S.R. 

State  Reserve 

S.W.A. 

State  Wildlife  Area 

S.T.P. 

Sewage  Treatment  Plant/Pond 

subad.  (subads.) 

subadult(s) 

Twp. 

Township 

y.r. 

voice  recording  (by  + initials) 

vt. 

videotape  (by  -t-  initials) 

W.A. 

Wildlife  Area 

W.M.A. 

Wildlife  Management  Area 

W.T.P. 

(Waste)water  Treatment  Plant/Pond 

Italics  indicate  name  of  county,  parish,  or  municipality. 
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Bob  Pyle  was  truly  one  of  us,  and  one  of 
the  very  best.  A Regional  Editor  for 
American  Birds,  Field  Notes,  and  North 
American  Birds  ever  since  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
Region  was  formally  brought  on  board  in 
1977 — and  keeper  of  the  official  list  of  Hawai- 
ian birds  back  as  far  as  1954 — Bob  was  one  of 
the  most  affable,  prompt,  and  knowledgeable 
correspondents  any  of  the  chief  editors  of  this 
journal  have  had  the  pleasure  to  work  with. 
After  a year  of  correspondence  with  Bob’s 
many  admirers,  spanning  from  Hawaii  to  New 
York  to  Europe,  it  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  re- 
port that  this  esteem  and  affection  for  him 
were  universal.  Volume  67,  Number  7 of  the 
Hawaiian  Audubon  Society’s  ‘Elepaio  brims 
with  reminiscences  of  friends  and  colleagues 
who  clearly  cherished  him  at  least  as  much  as 
his  North  American  Birds  family.  He  was  that 
rare  person  who  connected  birding  and  or- 
nithological communities  with  a sense  of  com- 
mon purpose — to  keep  dutiful,  accurate 
records  on  all  the  birds  found  in  Hawaii.  And 
his  upbeat  persona  and  enthusiasm  for  birds 
and  wildlife  was  obviously  infectious;  not  only 
did  he  encourage  and  exhort  thousands  of  peo- 
ple to  take  up  an  interest  in  Hawaii’s  avifauna, 
he  managed  to  convert  his  entire  family  to  the 
arts  and  sciences  of  the  natural  world,  as  their 
deep  professional  and  personal  interests  in 
ichthyology,  botany,  ecology,  and  ornithology 
attest. 

Bob  was  born  and  raised  in  Wilmington, 
Delaware.  While  still  a youngster,  he  watched 
birds  at  his  grandparents'  feeders  in  Baltimore 
and  Washington,  D.C.  As  a student  at  Swarth- 
more  College  he  recorded  his  first  daily  check- 
list of  the  species  and  numbers  of  birds  he  saw 
on  7 April  1941.  After  two  years  at  Swarthmore, 
he  transferred  to  New  York  University  to  com- 
plete his  undergraduate  degree  in  meteorology, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  United  States  Army 
for  service  in  World  War  II.  After  the  war,  he  re- 
turned to  meteorology  studies,  completing  his 
Masters  at  UCLA  and  his  Ph.D.  at  the  Universi- 
ty of  Washington.  Part  of  his  dissertation  work 
was  done  on  Maui  between  1953  and  1956,  and 
it  was  there  was  Bob  was  first  introduced  to  the 
wonders  of  the  Hawaiian  landscape  and  culture. 
He  joined  the  Hawaii  Audubon  Society  in  1953, 
as  well  as  the  Hawaii  Trail  and  Mountain  Club, 
where  he  met  his  wife-to-be,  Leilani,  on  a hike 
through  the  Mokule'ia  Forest  Reserve.  They 
were  married  for  53  years. 


In  Memoriam 


Robert  Lawrence  Pyle 

27  August  1923 -29  July  2007 
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Although  Bob’s  career  was  in  meteorology, 
his  avocation  in  ornithology  sometimes  pre- 
dominated, as  during  1966-1969,  when  he 
took  leave  from  the  Weather  Service  to  work 
alongside  professional  ornithologists  from  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  conducting  the  Pacific 
Ocean  Seabird  Project.  In  spare  moments,  he 
produced  many  sundry  publications  on  birds 
in  Hawaii,  beginning  modestly  in  1954  with 
Hawaii’s  “Green”  field  checklist.  After  being 
transferred  to  the  Washington,  D.C.  area  for  six 
years.  Bob  returned  to  Hawaii  in  1975  to  man- 
age the  Weather  Satellite  Field  Station  at  the 
Honolulu  Airport,  the  first  of  its  kind.  In  1984, 
when  he  retired.  Bob  took  on  part-time  work  in 
the  Vertebrate  Zoology  Division  at  the  Bishop 
Museum,  where  he  spearheaded  construction 
of  a database  of  bird  records  in  the  Hawaiian  Is- 
lands, now  including  well  over  100,000  entries, 
and  an  archive  of  photographs  of  rare  birds  as 
well.  His  grand  project,  a monograph  on  the 
status  and  distribution  of  all  Hawaiian  birds, 
was  not  quite  finished  at  the  end  of  his  life,  but 
his  family  and  friends,  and  particularly  his  son 
Peter  Pyle,  a noted  ornithologist,  have  taken  up 
the  work,  which  should  be  completed  and  pub- 
lished in  the  near  future. 

Over  six  decades  of  birding  across  the  Pacific 
Basin  gave  Bob  an  opportunity  to  study,  closely 
and  repeatedly,  many  Pacific  islands’  bird  popu- 
lations, but  he  also  found  time  to  bird  in  Japan, 


Europe,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Madagascar, 
Antarctica,  and  South  America,  as  well  as  in  all 
fifty  United  States.  The  rarest  of  birds  he  en- 
countered were  Hawaiian  native  birds  now  pre- 
sumed extinct,  including  the  'O'o  and  ‘O'u  on 
Kauai  and  the  Po'ouli  on  Maui.  He  was  a metic- 
ulous record-keeper,  maintaining  an  American 
Birding  Association  region  list  as  well  as  a world 
list  and  a special  state  list  for  Hawaii,  for  which 
he  was  the  first  person  to  observe  200  species. 
He  participated  in  his  first  Christmas  Bird 
Count  in  California  in  1944,  after  which  he 
missed  only  a few  seasons,  and  he  participated 
in  up  to  eight  counts  per  year,  through  Decem- 
ber 2006,  the  year  before  he  died. 

His  work  as  an  educator  and  enthusiastic 
hobbyist  touched  countless  people  in  Hawaii 
and  beyond,  but  he  also  worked  tirelessly  be- 
hind the  scenes,  serving  as  President  of  the 
Hawaii  Audubon  Society  on  four  occasions 
between  1955  and  1983  and  on  its  Board  of 
Directors  on  five  occasions.  In  1995,  the  Soci- 
ety gave  Bob  its  Lifetime  Achievement  Award 
and  awarded  him  an  Honorary  Life  Member- 
ship in  2001.  He  held  a bird-banding  permit 
from  the  U.S.  Fish  and  "Wildlife  service  from 
1950  through  2001,  during  which  time  he 
participated  in  various  banding  projects,  and 
he  was  president  of  the  Eastern  Bird-Banding 
Association  for  a stretch  in  the  1960s.  In  Jan- 
uary 2009,  he  was  posthumously  awarded  the 
President’s  Volunteer  Service  Award,  given  by 
the  United  States  President’s  Council  on  Serv- 
ice and  Civic  Participation. 

Bob  is  survived  by  his  wife  Leilani,  his 
daughter  Ellen,  his  sons  Peter  and  Richard, 
and  five  grandchildren:  Rio,  Zephyr,  Cara, 
Anna,  and  Owen.  We  should  add,  too,  that 
his  family  at  North  American  Birds  survives 
him,  and  misses  him  immensely.  Bob’s  work 
as  Regional  Editor  has  been  taken  on  full-time 
by  Peter  Donaldson,  who  co-edited  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  report  with  Bob  from  Win- 
ter 1999-2000  to  Summer  2007. 

Aloha  e Bob. 

— Edward  S.  Brinkley 


The  American  Birding  Association  encourages  those  who  appreciated  Bob's  many  reports  and  many  years  of  service  to  send  do- 
nations in  his  memory  to  a fund  that  has  been  established  in  his  honor  at  the  Bernice  P.  Bishop  Museum.  To  donate,  please  send 
a check,  earmarked  in  the  memo  space  for  the  "Pyle  Fund,"  to:  The  Hawaii  Biological  Survey,  Bishop  Museum,  1 525  Bernice 
Street,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96817.  The  fund  will  be  used  in  part  toward  publication  of  Bob's  monograph  on  Hawaiian  birds. 
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I Atlantic  Provinces  & St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon 
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You  could  call  it  a bog-standard  autumn 
of  birding  across  the  Region.  We’ve 
come  to  expect  the  unexpected  during 
autumn  migration,  and  we  got  exactly  that.  A 
bog-standard  autumn  migration  in  this  Re- 
gion is  anything  but  humdrum:  this  autumn’s 
catch  of  goodies  included  three  Painted 
Buntings,  two  Black-headed  Grosbeaks,  three 
Western  Tanagers,  two  Fork-tailed  Flycatch- 
ers, a Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher,  a Pacific  Loon 
in  breeding  plumage,  a frigatebird,  Cave 
Swallows  in  three  provinces,  a Lark  Bunting, 
and  a Northern  Lapwing.  Nova  Scotia’s  Her- 
mit Warbler  was  the  single  most  unusual 
species  of  the  autumn.  There  was  a huge  in- 
flux of  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers,  massive 
numbers  of  some  finches,  and  the  largest  in- 
flux of  Snowy  Owls  in  years — bog-standard 
birds  but  much  enjoyed.  Reporting  was  light 
from  New  Brunswick  and  absent  from  Prince 
Edward  Island. 

Abbreviations:  C.S.I.  (Cape  Sable  I.);  C.B.I. 
(Cape  Breton  1.);  G.M.l.  (Grand  Manan  I.); 
NF  (the  island  of  Newfoundland). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Sightings  of  different  individual  Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  near  Truro,  NS  were  30 
Sep  (fide  JB)  and  19  Nov  (EM),  the  latter 
thought  to  be  of  a North  American  subspecies. 
Cackling  Geese  were  identified  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia, with  one  at  Port  Joli  5 Oct  (CSs)  and  4 at 
Central  Onslow  19  Nov  (EM).  Six  sightings 
totaling  8 Eurasian  Wigeons  in  Nova  Scotia 
was  above  average,  and  the  usual  dozen  or  so 
were  at  St.  John’s,  NF.  Two  Redheads  at 
Miquelon,  SPM  10  Oct  furnished  just  the  2nd 
record  of  the  species  for  the  French  Islands 
(DD).  There  were  11  Tufted  Ducks  at  St.John’s 
by  2 Nov  (BMt).  Large  autumn  flocks  of 


Hooded  Mergansers  in  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick  have  become  the  norm  in  the  last 
decade  or  so,  but  a flock  of  220  at  Halibutton 
Gut,  Pictou,  NS  1 Nov  was  impressive  ((KM). 
Despite  a poor  showing  of  Ruddy  Duck  in  the 
Region,  e.g.,  only  3 in  Nova  Scotia,  2 showed 
up  at  the  e.  extremity  at  St.  John’s,  NF  23  Nov 
and  stayed  a month  (KK). 

An  ad.  Pacific  Loon  in  faded  breeding 
plumage  was  found  at  White  Head  I.,  NB  9 
Oct,  nearly  the  same  date  and  location  as  a 
2004  sighting  (|im  Edsall,  JWi).  The  annual 
shearwater  feeding  spectacle  off  the  s.  Avalon 
Pen.,  NF  peaked  in  Aug.  High  counts  were 
50,000  shearwaters  (80%  Greater,  20%  Sooty) 
sitting  on  a calm  sea  off  St.  Shotts  2 Aug 
(BMt)  and  36,000  (5%  Greater,  95%  Sooty) 
flying  past  Portugal  Cove  South  17  Aug  (DS). 
There  were  still  5000  shearwaters  off  Portugal 
Cove  South  on  30  Aug,  but  none  by  1 Sep  or 
any  day  after  (BMt).  A female  frigatebird  ob- 
served at  Glace  Bay,  C.B.I.,  NS  25  Aug  was 
most  likely  a Magnificent  but  was  not  posi- 
tively identified  to  species  (S.  Mason,  L. 
Mackenzie).  Stray  Least  Bitterns  were  on 
Sable  I.,  NS  15-18  Aug  (ZL)  and  at  St.  Pierre, 
SPM3&5  0ct  (PA,LJ,ph.). 

There  were  9 Great  Egrets  in 
Nova  Scotia  for  the  season. 

Cattle  Egrets  put  on  a bit  of 
a show  in  Nova  Scotia,  with 
eight  sightings  totaling  10 
individuals  30  Oct-10  Nov 
(fide  UH).  There  were  also  2 
at  Miquelon,  SPM  6 Nov 
(RE)  and  one  hop-scotching 
around  between  Cape  Race 
and  Kilbride,  NF  9-15  Nov 
(m.ob.).  Snowy  Egret  seems 
to  be  declining  as  a vagrant 
in  the  Region,  with  a single 
at  West  Dublin,  NS  in  early 
Nov  OH  et  al.)  and  one  at 
sea  300  km  e.  of  St.  John’s, 

NF  28  Sep  (BMt).  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Heron  occurrences  remain  fairly  consistent 
over  the  years,  with  a few  typically  found  in 
late  summer.  This  season,  there  were  4 imms. 
in  Nova  Scotia  and  2 ads.  and  an  imm.  in  se. 
Newfoundland.  The  only  Black  Vulture  re- 
ported was  from  Canso,  NS  during  Oct  (TK). 
A count  of  100+  Turkey  Vultures  at  Brier  I., 
NS  12  Oct  was  a probably  a record-high  one- 
day  count  for  the  Region  (EM). 

SHOREilRDS 

Newfoundland’s  nearly  annual  late  fall  North- 
ern Lapwing  was  at  Portugal  Cove  South  in 
the  se.  corner  of  the  province  29  Nov-6  Dec 
(Richard  Thomas  et  al.).  There  was  a nice 
count  of  300  American  Golden-Plovers  and 


130  Whimbrels  feeding  on  the  crowberry  bar- 
rens near  Cape  Race,  NF  1 Sep  (BMt,  JWe). 
The  last  of  the  breeding  American  Oyster- 
catchers,  an  ad.  and  young  of  the  year,  left 
Cape  Sable  L,  NS  5 Oct,  about  three  weeks 
later  than  normal  departure  (MN).  Single 
American  Avocets  were  near  Mary’s  Pt.,  NB  29 
Oct-18  Nov  (DC  et  al.),  Pinkney  Pt., 
Yarmouth,  NS  10-22  Aug  (MN  et  al),  and 
Miquelon,  SPM  14-22  Nov  (BL,  MB),  the  lat- 
ter a 2nd  sighting  for  the  French  Islands. 
Forty-nine  Western  Willets  identified  in  Nova 
Scotia  in  Aug-Sep  seems  like  an  amazing  to- 
tal for  this  Region  (IM  et  al).  An  Upland 
Sandpiper  was  well  photographed  by  the 
lighthouse  keeper  at  Cape  Race,  NF  on  the 
extraordinarily  late  date  of  4 Nov  (CD).  Two 
Marbled  Godwits  were  at  C.S.I.,  NS  29  Aug 
(MN  et  al).  A huge  fallout  of  shorebirds  at 
C.S.I. , NS  22  Oct  included  800  Red  Knots, 
3150  Sanderlings,  3000  Dunlins,  and  an  ex- 
ceptional 15  Western  Sandpipers  (MN  et  al). 
It  was  considered  a good  year  for  Baird’s  Sand- 
piper in  Nova  Scotia,  with  30  reported  (fide 
SM)  but  just  average  in  Newfoundland  and  St. 
Pierre  et  Miquelon,  with  totals  of  3 each. 


i. .. 


Franklin's  Gull  are  rarely  seen  in  first-cycle  plumage  in  Atlantic  Canada,  and  there 
are  few  records  as  late  as  this  bird  at  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  which  lingered  28 
November  through  7 (here  1 ) December  2008.  Photograph  by  Jared  Clarke, 

There  were  4 Curlew  Sandpipers  across  the 
Region:  ads.  at  River  Bourgeois,  Richmond,  NS 
24  Aug  (RV),  Conrads  L,  Lunenburg,  NS  6 Sep 
OH),  and  at  Grand  Desert,  NS  11  Sep  (CSj, 
CSs),  plus  a rare  juv.  at  Biscay  Bay,  NF  1 1 Sep 
(DS).  It  was  a mediocre  season  for  Stilt  Sand- 
piper, with  only  13  Regionwide.  It  was  anoth- 
er good  year  for  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper:  19 
in  Nova  Scotia  and  14  in  Newfoundland.  Sin- 
gle Ruffs  were  at  C.S.I.,  NS  2 Aug  (MN)  and 
Spaniard’s  Bay,  NF  2 Sep  (PW).  Two  juv. 
Long-billed  Dowitchers  were  nicely  described 
at  Cole  Harbour,  NS  on  the  typical  date  of  17 
Nov  (EM,  IM).  There  were  only  single  Wil- 
son’s Phalaropes  in  Nova  Scotia  and  New- 
foundland, but  3 in  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  in- 
cluded a late  bird  29  Oct-2  Nov  (fide  RE). 
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ATLANTIC  PROVINCES  & ST.  PIERRE  ET  MIQUELON 


Newfoundland's  second  record  of  Black-headed  Grosbeak  was  a crowd  pleaser  in  St.  John's  4-9 
(here  4)  November  2008.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Mactavish. 


Brier  I.,  Nova  Scotia  is  the 
hotspot  for  Red  Phalarope, 
where  there  were  counts  of  5600 
on  1 Aug  (R.  Hunnewell)  and 
30,000  on  23  Aug  (FL).  An  un- 
precedented inshore  feeding  as- 
semblage of  Red  Phalaropes  on 
the  se.  corner  of  Newfoundland 
included  counts  of  2000  at  Cape 
Race  (BMt,  KK)  and  several 
thousand  off  St.  Shotts  23  Aug 
(DB). 

GULLS  THROUGH  AUKS 

A first-cycle  Franklin’s  Gull  at  St. 

John’s  28  Nov-7  Dec  was  excep- 
tionally late  and  of  an  unusual 
age  class  for  the  Region,  except- 
ing waifs  from  Hurricane  Wilma 
of  2005  (PW  et  al.).  There  were 
no  Laughing  Gulls  reported.  There  was  a Lit- 
tle Gull  at  Black  Point  Centre,  Pictou,  NS  2 
Nov  (KM,  SV),  and  an  ad.  and  first-cycle  Lit- 
tle Gulls  were  among  the  swarm  of  seabirds 
feeding  on  capelin  near  Portugal  Cove  South, 
NF  24  Aug  (BMt).  A juv.  Black-headed  Gull 
feeding  at  Bellevue  Beach,  NF  with  8 ads.  on 
4 Aug  was  at  a site  where  occasional  nesting 
has  long  been  suspected  but  so  far  not  proven 
(BMt).  A first-cycle  Mew  Gull  (of  the  expect- 
ed nominate  subspecies)  appeared  at  St. 
John’s,  NF  2 Nov  and  remained  until  the  end 
of  the  reporting  period  (BMt).  There  were  2 
ad.  Yellow-legged  Gulls  at  St.  John’s  during 
Nov  (BMt  et  al.).  Single  Sabine’s  Gulls  were 
ads.  with  gray  heads  in  Newfoundland  at 
Cape  Race  23  Aug  (KK,  BMt)  and  Portugal 
Cove  South  24  Aug  (BMt)  and  an  imm.  off 
Canso,  NS  20  Sep  (CSj).  Confirmed  South  Po- 
lar Skuas  have  been  fleeting  in  the  Bay  of 
Fundy,  but  this  season,  there  were  three  sight- 
ings supported  by  photographs:  one  at  Brier 
L,  NS  14  Aug  OS)  and  singles  off  Grand  Man- 
an  L,  NS  on  22  Aug  and  16  Sep  (Dl).  A pelag- 
ic trip  off  Canso,  NS  20  Sep  produced  21  Po- 
marine  and  2 Parasitic  Jaegers  (CSj  et  al.). 
Black  Tern  has  turned  into  a true  rarity  in  the 
Region,  with  singles  in  Nova  Scotia  at  Big  L, 
Pictou  30-31  Aug  (KM)  and  Hartlens  Pt.  16 
Sep  (MK). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

New  Brunswick’s  first  Eurasian  Collared- 
Dove  arrived  at  a Harvey  Bank  feeder  in  the 
upper  Bay  of  Fundy  15  Nov  and  stayed  into 
winter  (m.ob.).  Single  White-winged  Doves 
were  at  Sable  L,  NS  11-13  (ZL)  and  in  Marys- 
town,  NF  24  Aug,  the  3rd  since  Jun  in  that 
province  (Tryphena  Hanrahan).  It  was  not  a 
big  year  for  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo,  with  totals 
of  7 in  Nova  Scotia,  3 in  St.  Pierre  et 


Miquelon,  and  2 in  Newfoundland.  It  was  the 
biggest  Snowy  Owl  flight  in  years.  First  ar- 
rivals were  one  near  Halifax,  NS  25  Oct  and  2 
at  Cape  Race,  NF  2 Nov.  There  were  numer- 
ous sightings  of  singles  at  various  locations 
across  the  Region.  Highest  counts  as  usual 
were  at  capes  and  peninsulas,  with  maximum 
counts  of  9 at  C.S.L,  NS  18  Nov  QN),  10  at  St. 
Pierre  et  Miquelon  in  2nd  week  of  Nov  (RE  et 
al),  8 at  Cape  Bonavista,  NF  23  Nov  (JJ),  and 
25  at  Cape  Race  15  Nov  (BMt  et  al.).  A North- 
ern Hawk  Owl  on  an  oil  rig  near  Sable  L,  NS 
2 Nov  was  out  of  habitat  (fide  IM).  A Boreal 
Owl  at  Fairmont,  Antigonish,  NS  during  Nov 
made  a rare  provincial  record  (RL). 

There  were  2 Red-headed  Woodpeckers  re- 
ported, singles  at  Shubenacadie,  NS  4 Nov 
(Bea  Levy)  and  New  Waterford,  C.B.L,  NS 
during  last  two  weeks  of  Nov  (CM,  AM).  A 
phenomenal  influx  of  Red-bellied  Woodpeck- 
ers reached  the  s.  half  of  the  Region  mid- 
Oct-t-.  A staggering  total  of  at  least  90  was  tal- 
lied in  Nova  Scotia,  including  14  on  Seal  1.  5- 
24  Oct  (FL  et  al).  One  reached  Bishop’s  Falls, 
NF  22-30  Nov,  providing  just  the  5th  provin- 
cial record  (Don  Hayward).  Single  Western 
Kingbirds  were  found  at  Sable  L,  NS  22  Sep 
(ZL)  and  Cape  Sable  1.  16  Oct  (JN  et  al). 
Stray  Great  Crested  Flycatchers  were  one  at 
St.  Pierre,  SPM  7 Oct  QD,  PH)  and  one  at  St. 
John’s,  NF  29  Oct  QWe  et  al).  Nova  Scotia 
had  2 Fork-tailed  Flycatchers.  One  first  ob- 
served on  Bon  Portage  1.  23  Sep  (LB  et  al.) 
flew  10  km  e.  to  Daniel’s  Head,  C.S.L,  where 
it  was  present  24  Sep-8  Oct  (MN  et  al.).  The 
other  was  photographed  at  Southwest  Marga- 
ree,  C.B.L  11-12  Oct  (G.  & K.  Glenryan).  A 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  appeared  at  the 
same  location  as  a Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  at 
Daniel’s  Head,  C.S.L  31  Oct  QN). 

There  was  an  above-average  autumn  move- 


ment of  Northern  Shrikes  noted 
across  the  Region.  Both  White- 
eyed Vireo  sightings  were  from 
Nova  Scotia:  one  at  Duncan’s 
Cove  6 Oct  (HT)  and  one  at 
Harllen  Pt.  1-2  Nov  (TP  et  al.). 
St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon's  5th  Yel- 
low-throated Vireo  was  at  St. 
Pierre  5 Oct  (LJ),  while  Nova 
Scotia  had  singles  at  Herring 
Cove  10  Sep  (SB)  and  Hartlen  Pt. 
both  4 Oct  (fide  KM)  and  1 Nov 
(TP).  A Warbling  Vireo  was  out 
of  range  and  habitat  at  Cape 
Race,  NF  28  Sep  (KK).  A male 
Purple  Martin  was  lost  at  Re- 
news, NF  16  Aug  (TB). 

Northern  Wheatear  reports 
included  singles  in  Nova  Scotia 
at  Big  L,  Pictou  30-31  Aug  (KM) 
and  Cole  Harbour  19-21  Sep  (SM  et  al.)  and 
in  Newfoundland  at  Plum  Pt.  5 Sep  QG)  and 
Bonavista  11  Sep  OJ)-  There  was  a moderate 
movement  of  Bohemian  Waxwings  in  Nov.  A 
huge  movement  totaling  3000  observed  al 
Port  Morien,  C.B.L  16  Nov  stood  out  from  all 
other  reports  (CM,  AM). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Average  numbers  of  southern  warblers  were 
found  ibis  season.  Single  Blue-winged  War- 
blers were  at  Port  Clyde,  NS  15  Aug  QH). 
Schooner  Pond,  C.B.L,  NS  1 Oct  (CM,  AM), 
and  Cappahayden  1 Sep  (BMt,  JWe).  Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  was  represented  by  records 
from  C.S.L,  NS  16  Oct  (fide  KM),  Hartlen  Pt., 
NS  25  Oct  (TP),  Stanford,  Yannouth  26-30  Oct 
Qennifer  Buckler),  Port  Medway,  Queens  15- 
20  Nov  (CSs),  St.  Jobn’s,  NF  11-20  Oct 
(m.ob.),  and  Cape  Broyle,  NF  15  Nov  (JC). 
Prairie  Warbler  totals  were  21  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  8 in  Newfoundland.  A Cerulean  Warbler 
was  very  nicely  described  in  Dartmoutb,  NS 
on  the  extremely  late  date  of  30  Oct  (DCu).  A 
Prothonotary  Warbler,  always  a highlight,  vis- 
ited Daniel’s  Head,  C.S.L,  NS  30  Aug-1  Sep 

Cave  Swallows  have  become  an  annual  event  in 
the  Northeast  during  Nov.  They  have  to  go  the 
"extra  mile"  to  reach  this  Region,  where  the  species  is  still 
very  rare.  This  fall  marked  the  largest  autumn  influx  so  far, 
with  15  in  New  Brunswick  10-13  Nov:  5 at  Mary's  Point 
(DC  et  al.)  and  others  at  White  Head  I.,  Point  Lepreau,  She- 
mogue,  Cormierville,  and  Inkerman  (ST,  JWi  et  al.).  Sur- 
prisingly, Nova  Scotia  reported  only  one,  at  Florence,  C.B.L 
on  11  Nov  (DM).  Newfoundland's  anticipated  first  Cave 
Swallow  finally  appeared  at  exactly  the  place  it  was  pre- 
dicted, a fly-infested  kelp  bed  at  Long  Beach,  near  Cape 
Race  13-15  Nov  (CD  etal.). 
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(MN  et  al.),  and  2 were  at  Langlade,  SPM  12 
Sep — a first  for  the  French  islands  (MB). 
Hooded  Warbler  singles  visited  Saint  John,  NB 
4 Sep  (MC),  Deep  Cove,  NB  6-7  Oct 

(DI  et  ah),  Sable  I.,  NS  1 Sep  (ZL),  and 
Langlade,  SPM  4-5  Oct  (PA,  JD);  2 were  on 
Seal  I.,  NS  mid-Sep  (FL).  Yellow-breasted  Chat 
totals  were  26  in  Nova  Scotia  and  one  each  in 
St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  and  Newfoundland. 
The  rarest  warbler  of  the  season  came  from 
the  West:  a Hermit  Warbler  at  Halifax,  NS  27 
Nov-5  Dec  (AH  et  al).  Photographs  showed  it 
to  be  pure  and  not  a hybrid.  There  are  several 
previous  autumn  records  for  the  Region. 

There  were  3 Summer  Tanagers  reported, 
singles  at  Bay  St.  Lawrence,  Victoria,  NS  15- 
29  Nov  (fide  IM),  at  St.  John’s,  NF  19  Oct 
(Otto  Warren),  and  at  St.  Lawrence,  NF  18 
Nov-19  Dec  {fide  JC;  ph.).  A surprising  3 
Western  Tanagers  were  all  in  Nova  Scotia: 
one  male  at  Canso  29  Oct  (TK);  one  at  Dun- 
can’s Cove  1 Nov  (FL);  and  one  male  at  Bar- 
rington Passage  24  Nov  (fide  IM).  Lark  Spar- 
row totals  were  7 in  Nova  Scotia,  4 in  St. 
Pierre  et  Miquelon,  and  2 in  Newfoundland, 
most  occurring  mid-Sep-mid-Oct.  The  first 
Regional  Lark  Bunting  in  years  was  at  C.S.I., 
NS  19  Sep  (MN).  A Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow  was  near  Cape  Race,  NF  11  Oct;  Nel- 
son’s is  becoming  an  annual  autumn  rarity  in 


that  province  (BMt).  Grasshopper  Sparrow,  a 
regular  stray,  reached  Nova  Scotia  (3)  and 
Newfoundland  (2),  all  between  19  Oct  and  29 
Nov.  Photographed  Black-headed  Grosbeaks 
were  at  feeders  at  Lower  Kingsburg,  NS  in 
early  Nov  (A.  & D.  Falvey)  and  St.  John’s,  NF 
4-9  Nov  (m.ob.).  Surprisingly,  the  Blue  Gros- 
beak at  'Voglers  Cove,  Lunenburg,  NS  31  Oct-2 
Nov  was  the  only  individual  reported  (CS  et 
al.).  Male  Painted  Buntings  were  at  C.S.I.,  NS 
12  Oct  (MN),  at  a feeder  in  Dartmouth,  NS 
21-30  Nov  (Gayle  MacLean),  and  at  a feeder 
at  North  Head,  G.M.I.,  NB  29  Nov-i-  (Bessie 
Bass  et  al).  There  appeared  to  be  an  above-av- 
erage flight  of  the  under-reported  Dickcissel, 
with  minimal  totals  of  25  in  Nova  Scotia,  4 in 
St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon,  and  10  in  Newfound- 
land. Seven  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds,  all  sin- 
gles in  Nova  Scotia  between  20  Sep  and  25 
Nov,  made  an  above-average  autumn  total  for 
the  entire  Region.  Seemingly  rarer  in  autumn 
than  in  the  past,  single  Orchard  Orioles  were 
at  Seal  I.,  NS  13  Sep  (FL)  and  at  Fraserville, 
Cumberland,  NS  30  Oct-7  Nov  (fide  IM),  the 
latter  extraordinarily  late.  Late  orioles  that  ap- 
pear to  be  Orchards  should  be  very  carefully 
scrutinized  for  Hooded  or  other  w.  species. 

Nova  Scotia  showed  the  strongest  finch 
numbers.  White-winged  Crossbills  were 
widespread  and  abundant.  Young  were  being 


fed  in  mid-Sep  in  some  locations.  Pine  Siskins  | 
swarmed  coastal  sites  that  focus  migrants:  I 

spectacular  counts  of  2000  came  from  Seal  I.  * 
11  Oct  (m.ob.)  and  10,000  from  Brier  I.  12  ! 

Oct  (EM).  I 
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Much  of  Quebec  experienced  tem- 
peratures more  than  one  degree 
Celsius  above  normal  in  autumn 
2008,  with  the  largest  deviation  occurring 
in  central  Quebec.  Wetter-than-normal  ar- 
eas included  the  Gaspe  Peninsula  and 
northern  Quebec.  Several  days  of  heavy 
rainfall  in  early  August  caused  toxic  red  al- 
gae to  proliferate  around  the  mouth  of  the 
Saguenay  River.  The  “red  tide”  moved  to- 
ward Rimouski,  leaving  in  its  wake  carcass- 
es of  Harbor  Porpoises,  Belugas,  seals,  and 
thousands  of  seabirds,  mostly  represented 
by  Black-legged  Kittiwakes.  Despite  this 
tragic  event,  the  Tadoussac  area  was  once 
again  this  fall  one  of  the  province’s  most 
productive  areas  for  bird  records  of  interest. 


WATEiFOWL  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

For  the  2nd  consecutive  year,  a Pink-footed 
Goose  was  shot  by  a hunter,  this  time  at  La 
Pocatiere  6 Oct  (ph.  P.  Dupuis).  A group  of  7 
Ross’s  Geese  at  Barraute  27  Sep-14  Oct  was 
very  unusual  for  this  location  (ph.  B.  Major  et 
al.).  Single  Mute  Swans  were  at  Maple  Grove  2 
Oct-7  Dec  (ME  Christophe,  I.  Bourget),  Saint- 
Aime-du-Lac-des-iles  8-13  Nov  (E  Carriere), 
and  Alma  13  Nov-21  Dec  (SBo  et  al).  Two 
tagged  Trumpeter  Swans  were  reported  near 
Duparquet  9 Sep  at  the  same  spot  where  they 
had  been  reported  last  spring  (ph.  J.  Lapointe, 
G.  Trepanier,  E Fournier).  A pair  of  Tundra 
Swans  with  2 young  at  Deception  Bay  (62°  06’ 
9.97"  N,  74°  33'  05.06"  W),  Nunavik  in  late 
summer  provided  the  eastermost  breeding 
record  in  the  Region  (JFP).  Migrant  Tundra 
Swans  included  one  at  Aylmer  18-19  Oct 
(Club  des  ornithologues  de  I’Outaouais),  2 at 
Masson  20-23  Oct  (BC  et  al),  and  one  at 
Hebertville  29  Nov-7  Dec  (M.  Tremblay).  Re- 
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ports  of  Eurasian  Wigeon  included  one  at  Ca- 
couna  7 Sep  (G.  Gendron),  2 at  Lachenaie  14 
Oct  (G.  Cyr  et  al.),  2 at  Plaisance  19-27  Oct 
(R.  Schryer  et  al),  and  one  at  lie  des  ScEurs  29 
Oct  (S.  Duval).  A female  Northern  Pintail  ac- 
companied by  3 young  at  Deception  Bay  in 
late  summer  would  represent  the  northern- 
most breeding  record  in  the  Region  OFP)-  The 
only  Canvasback  of  the  season  was  at  Yamas- 
ka  Park  13  Nov  (M.  Berlinguette,  M.  Maheu). 
Normally  undetected  in  early  fall,  King  Eiders 
were  widely  reported  in  e.  Quebec,  including 
7-8  on  the  lower  North  Shore  between  Aug 
and  Oct  (fide  OB,  SD)  and  one  on  the  Gaspe 
Peninsula.  The  10,000  Common  Mergansers 
estimated  at  Philipsburg  27  Nov  (JGP)  repre- 
sented by  far  the  species’  largest  concentration 
in  fall,  in  fact  five  times  higher  than  the  previ- 
ous count  of  2000  at  the  same  place  26  Nov 
2005  (A.  Lacasse,  E.  Samson).  A flock  of  9 
Wild  Turkeys  at  Saint-Martin  30  Nov  contin- 
ued a recent  trend  in  the  Beauce  region  (N. 
Nolin,  P.  Rodrigue). 

Northern  Fulmars  were  regular  on  the 
North  Shore,  as  far  w.  as  Tadoussac  from  early 
Aug  through  Oct;  one  even  strayed  farther  w. 
to  Riviere-Ouelle  along  the  s.  shore  6 Aug 
(JFR).  A Sooty  Shearwater  at  Tadoussac  19  Sep 
was  very  unusual  so  far  upriver  (SD,  OB,  SBe). 
Single  Manx  Shearwaters  were  located  in  the 
Tadoussac  area  30  Aug-5  Sep  (RP,  MM,  m.ob.), 
at  Saint- Vallier  14  Sep  (G.  Lord),  and  at  Trois- 
Pistoles  20  Sep  (JP.  Rebel  et  al).  Out-of-range 
Northern  Gannets  included  2 at  Trois-Rivieres 
7 Aug  (fide  RBa),  one  at  Sainte-Anne-de-Belle- 
vue  7 Sep  (G.  Gruner,  M.  Gahbauer),  and  an 
imm.  at  Chambly  4 Nov  (L.  d’Amours).  The 
only  American  White  Pelican  turned  up  at 
Plaisance  22-26  Aug  QE  Houle,  ME.  Lessard). 

Up  to  4 Great  Egrets  strayed  to  the  Gaspe 
Pen.  in  Aug  (fide  PP),  and  one  stopped  at 
Longue-Rive  5 Oct  (YR).  Two  Snotvy  Egrets 
showed  up  at  Becancour  1 Sep  (B.  & R.  Mar- 
tin), and  one  was  at  Nicolet  15  Sep  (L. 
Jacques).  An  imm.  Little  Blue  Heron  was 
identified  at  Masson  20  Oct  (BC  et  al).  Single 
Cattle  Egrets  were  late  at  Port-Daniel  6-12 
Nov  (YC,  AC)  and  at  Grande-Riviere  12  Nov 
Q.  Quesnel).  An  ad.  Yellow-crovraed  Night- 
Heron  at  Deschenes  5 Aug  was  a good  find 
(RL.  Dubois).  Single  Plegadis  ibis  at  L.  Leton- 
dal  near  Parent  1 Aug  (S.  Lasalle),  Saint- 
Georges-de-Beauce  21  Aug  (A.  Gilbert,  Jide  L. 
Legare),  and  Neuville  14  Oct  (A.  Couture,  B. 
Bare)  were  most  probably  Glossies.  A Black 
Vulture  was  photographed  at  Gaspe  26-27 
Nov  (J.  Roberts).  The  199  Bald  Eagles  record- 
ed at  Tadoussac  established  a new  record- 
high  fall  flight  (SBe,  SD).  Less  encouraging, 
the  801  American  Kestrels  represented  about 
half  of  that  species’  average  flight. 


Rare  in  Abitibi,  a Yellow  Rail  was  calling  at 
LaMotte  1 Aug  (N.  Tanguay).  A group  of  300- 
400  American  Golden-Plovers  at  Baie-du- 
Febvre  26  Oct  was  the  most  reported  in  the 
Region  in  the  past  decade  (RBa,  J.  Brunelle). 
An  American  Avocet  at  Cap  Tourmente  28 
Sep-19  Oct  delighted  many  observers  (ph.  J. 
Normandeau,  C.  Vachon,  N.  Caron).  Single 
Willets  appeared  at  Yamachiche  26  Aug-14 
Sep  (J.  Gdinas,  m.ob.),  at  Rimouski  28  Aug 
(YG  et  al.),  and  at  Carleton  9 Sep  (C. 
Lamarre).  A Marbled  Godwit  was  detected  at 
LaBaie  30  Aug,  a first  fall  report  for  Sague- 
nay-Lac-Saint-Jean  (M.  Tremblay,  S.  Trem- 
blay). Only  6 Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  were 
reported,  lower  than  average  for  fall.  The 
same  was  true  of  Long-billed  Dowitcher,  with 
only  three  reports:  an  ad.  at  Saint-Simeon  17 
Aug  (AC  et  al.),  one  at  lie  Nue  de  Mingan  22- 
25  Aug  (CB,  YR),  and  a juv.  at  Montmagny 
19-27  Oct  (M.  Lavoie). 

GULLS  THROUGH  CUCKOOS 

There  was  an  unexpected  late  summer  irrup- 
tion of  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  inland,  with 
single  birds  appearing  at  various  sewage  la- 
goons in  early  Aug,  notably  2 at  the  Piedmont 
sewage  lagoon  9 Aug  (Y.  Payette),  and  up  to  10 
birds  at  the  Beauharnois  dam  for  several  weeks 
(R.  Fortin,  m.ob.).  It  is  quite  possible  that  the 
red  algae  infestation  in  the  St.  Lawrence  estu- 
ary triggered  orientation  problems  among 
some  of  these  birds  and  caused  them  to  dis- 
perse inland.  Finally,  one  at  Saint-Hubert  18 
Nov  was  not  totally  unexpected  (RBe).  For  the 
2nd  consecutive  year,  there  was  a major  irrup- 
tion of  Sabine’s  Gulls  in  the  Tadoussac  area, 
where  the  species  was  noted  frequently,  and  a 
maximum  count  of  9 birds  was  set  4 Sep  (RP 
et  al.).  Most  were  juvs.,  but  a few  ads.  were 
also  found.  Single  birds  were  also  spotted  at  a 
few  other  locations.  The  latest  sighting  at  Ta- 
doussac came  28  Oct  (RP).  A concentration  of 
2000  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at  Philipsburg  11  Nov 
represented  a local  high  count  QGP).  Black- 
headed Gulls  included  3 in  the  Gaspe  Pen. 
(fide  PP)  and  one  or  2 at  Tadoussac  4 Oct-7 
Nov  (RP  et  al).  The  only  Laughing  Gull  visit- 
ed Victoriaville  20  Sep  (CR).  Franklin’s  Gulls 
included  singles  at  Rimouski  5 Aug  OP-  Ouel- 
let),  Longue-Rive  30  Aug  (SD,  SBe), 
Metabetchouan  17  Oct  (SBo),  Victoriaville  19- 
24  Oct  (CR  et  al),  and  Saint-Charles-de-Belle- 
chasse  24  Oct  (G.  Lemelin).  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  was  reported  from  several  loca- 
tions, including  an  ad.  at  Val  d’Or  6 Sep-10 
Oct  (ph.,  C.  Siano,  R.  Ladurantaye  et  al). 

A Forster’s  Tern  was  a prize  find  at  Tadous- 
sac 26  Sep  (SD,  OB,  SBe).  A molting  ad.  Sand- 
wich Tern  was  convincingly  described  at 
Cap-du-Bon-Desir  22  Aug  (SBe).  Most  proba- 


bly, the  same  bird  was  well  seen  and  sketched 
out  at  nearby  Les  Escoumins  1 Sep  (D.  Gag- 
ne, Y.  Hamel).  Finally,  this  bird  was  rediscov- 
ered by  many  and  photographed  at  Tadoussac 
26  Sep  (RP  et  al.).  It  was  seen  again  3 & 8 Oct 
at  Tadoussac  (RP).  This  provided  the  2nd 
record  for  the  Region  and  the  first  confirmed 
with  a photograph.  A dark-morph  juv.  Long- 
tailed Jaeger  was  rather  far  upstream  at  Riv- 
iere-Ouelie  25  Aug  QFR)  A few  Dovekies  ap- 
peared at  Tadoussac  in  Oct,  but  there  was  no 
sign  of  a major  irruption  (RP  et  al).  A Thick- 
billed Murre  was  at  Bergeronnes  10  Aug  (RP, 
MM).  The  same  or  another  was  seen  4 Oct 
(OB).  An  Atlantic  Puffin  at  Riviere-Ouelle  21 
Sep-11  Oct  was  out  of  range  (CA,  CG). 

A Eurasian  Collared-Dove  reappeared  21 
Aug  at  Saint-Anselme,  where  one  spent  last 
winter  (S.  Audet,  R.  Labadie).  A nest  of  Yel- 
low-billed Cuckoo  containing  young  was 
found  between  Granby  and  Farnham  4 Aug 
(ph.  G.  Landry),  and  the  same  observer  locat- 
ed a single  bird  between  Iberville  and  Farn- 
ham in  mid-Aug.  Finally,  singles  were  at  near- 
by Saint-Athanase  13  Sep  (P.  Laporte,  S. 
Matthieu)  and  at  Boucherville  16-18  Sep  (Y. 
Drouin  et  al).  One  was  very  late  at  Perce  30 
Oct-1  Nov  (M.  Chapdeleine). 

OWLS  THROUGH  CHICKADEES 

An  unusually  large  movement  of  Snowy  Owls 
was  noted  along  the  St.  Lawrence  R.  corridor, 
with  a surprisingly  early  start  in  the  3rd  week 
of  Oct.  Over  40  birds  had  already  been  noted 
by  the  end  of  the  month,  including  high 
counts  of  12  at  the  Mingan  Archipelago  19 
Oct  (CB,  YR)  and  10  at  Anticosti  1.  22  Oct  (G. 
Laprise).  A stunning  count  of  14  came  from 
Baie-Sainte-Catherine  9 Nov  at  high  tide 
(SD).  Many  of  the  owls  observed  were  hatch- 
year  birds,  and  several  of  these  were  found  in 
an  emaciated  condition  and  did  not  survive. 
Northern  Hawk  Owls  started  showing  up  s.  of 
the  boreal  forest  by  early  Nov,  with  a total  of 
at  least  40  individuals  by  the  end  of  the  peri- 
od. Diurnal  migration  of  single  birds  was  not- 
ed on  a few  occasions  at  Tadoussac  in  Nov 
(SD,  SBe)  and  once  at  Saint-Gedeon  12  Nov 
(SBo).  Boreal  Owls  staged  an  expected  irrup- 
tion, keeping  the  four-year  cycle  first  detected 
at  the  Observatoire  d’Oiseaux  de  Tadoussac 
(OOT),  with  178  banded  at  the  latter  loca- 
tion, with  a majority  of  these  being  second- 
year  birds  (A.  Benard,  M.  Tremblay).  A new 
project  of  the  OOT  aimed  at  counting  migrant 
Common  Nighthawks  yielded  a total  of  1907 
birds  22  Jul-22  Aug  between  count  sites  at 
Bergeronnes  and  Sacre-Coeur.  An  excellent 
description  of  a Green  Violet-ear  visiting  a 
Saint-Hyacinthe  garden  1 1 Oct  was  accompa- 
nied by  a poor  but  diagnostic  photograph,  es- 
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tablishing  a provincial  first — and  Quebec’s 
4th  species  of  hummingbird  (R.  Buteau,  L. 
Robert,  ph.  O.  Buteau). 

Three  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  were 
found  this  fall,  split  between  Neuville  25  Sep 
(J.  Lanctil),  Metabetchouan  26  Oct  (C. 
Potvin),  and  Saint-Joseph-de-la-Rive  15  Nov 
(imm.;  SD).  It  was  also  a fine  fall  for  Red-bel- 
lied Woodpecker,  with  a total  of  5 birds  in- 
cluding singles  at  Metabetchouan  3-14  Nov 
(R  Plourde  et  al.)  and  Bic  9-11  Nov  (R.  Pel- 
letier, R.  Pitre).  White-eyed  Vireos  were  spot- 
ted at  Saint-Barnabe-Sud  13  Sep  (D.  Ouel- 
lette), and  a record-late  bird  was  enjoyed  by 
many  at  the  Mount-Royal  Cemetery  1-10  Nov 
(ph.,  N.  Soucy,  M.  Isabelle  et  ah). 

The  widespread  irruption  of  Cave  Swal- 
lows in  the  Northeast  was  of  such  magnitude 
that  it  was  detected  all  the  way  to  e.  Quebec. 
Two  birds  were  at  Tadoussac  7 Nov  (SD),  2 at 
Rimouski  9 Nov  (R.  Saint-Laurent,  D.  Ruest), 
3 at  Brompton  L.  10  Nov  (Y.  Charrette,/ide  J. 
Turgeon),  and  finally  2 at  La  Malbaie  11  Nov 
(RP,  V.  Laplante).  The  province  had  only  two 
previous  records  of  this  species.  Boreal  Chick- 
adees staged  a major  irruption  this  fall,  at  least 
young  birds  did:  96%  of  those  banded  at  the 
Observatoire  d’Oiseaux  de  Tadoussac  (OB) 
were  hatch-year  birds;  4331  birds  were  record- 
ed for  the  season  there.  However,  it  seems  the 
Saguenay  fjord  may  represent  a strong  geo- 
graphical barrier  for  this  weak  flier,  as  num- 
bers at  Saint-Fulgence  were  much  higher  than 
at  Tadoussac.  From  10  Sep  through  27  Oct, 
16,056  chickadees  had  been  counted  migrat- 
ing through  Saint-Fulgence,  all  flying  west- 
ward along  the  Saguenay  R.,  with  a daily  max- 
imum of  2403  8 Oct  (C.  Cormier,  GS). 

WRENSTHROUGH  FINCHES 

Carolina  Wrens  were  fairly  numerous  this  fall, 
the  easternmost  being  at  Bonaventure  16-28 
Nov  (D.  Gauthier),  Rimouski  13  Oct  (GP,  F 
Therrien-Proulx),  and  La  Pocatiere  23  Aug-12 
Oct  (C.  Auchu,  C.  Girard).  At  least  one  Marsh 
Wren  was  far  out  of  range  at  Sept-lles  7-15 
Nov  (JE  Laporte  et  al).  Wayward  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers  were  reported  from  Sept-lles  30 
Sep  (H.  Hamel,  G.  Hamelin,  B.  Duchesne),  Ta- 
doussac 1-4  Oct  (OB,  SBe,  SD),  Chandler  12 
Oct  (DM,  AC,  YC),  and  a rare  showing  in 


Beauce-Appalaches  at  Sainte-Sabine  28  Oct  (E 
Chabot).  Northern  Wheatears  had  a strong 
fall,  with  singles  reported  at  Saint-David  d’Ya- 
maska  1 Sep  (Y.  Roy),  Rimouski  13-18  Sep 
(ph.  GP,  M.  Therriault,  m.ob.),  Sainte-Foy  IS- 
IS Sep  (C.  Marcotte  et  al.,  m.ob.).  Oka  16  Sep 
(S.  Vanier,  G.  Papillon),  Riviere-au-Renard  28 
Sep  (D.  Jalbert),  and  Nicolet  14-17  Oct  (ph.  Y. 
Dugre,  m.ob.).  Of  interest,  half  of  the  birds 
seen  this  fall  were  w.  of  Quebec  City,  where  the 
species  is  very  rarely  reported.  The  fall’s  only 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  was  at  Tadoussac  29 
Oct-4  Nov  (RP).  A hatch-year  Bicknell’s 
Thrush  was  banded  at  the  McGill  B.O.  at 
Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue  6 Oct,  only  the  2nd 
to  be  banded  in  the  history  of  this  station  (B. 
Frei,  ph.  J.  Junda).  A Varied  Thrush  was  at 
Charron  I.,  Montreal  23  Oct  (YG,J.  Heneault). 

A Brown  Thrasher  was  at  the  Magpie  R. 
cays  26  Oct  (YR,  CB).  A record  tally  of  7643 
Bohemian  Waxwings  was  recorded  by  the  end 
of  Nov  at  Tadoussac  (SD,  SBe);  an  estimated 
10,000  were  at  Perce  23  Nov  (L.  Lagueux,  J. 
Wiseman).  Yellow-throated  Warblers  were  at 
Longue-Pointe-de-Mingan  20-26  Oct  (DJ. 
Ward,  S.  Tremblay)  and  Baie-Comeau  25  Oct 
(ph.  JP  Barry),  the  3rd  and  4th  for  the  North 
Shore.  Female  Prairie  Warblers  were  noted  at 
Forillon  Park  11  Sep  (G.  Lachaine,  E. 
Presseau)  and  at  Bonaventure  1.  5 Oct  (DM, 
PP  et  al.).  A Northern  Waterthrush  at 
Chateau-Richer  9 Nov  was  record  late  (OB, 
M.  Raymond).  Migrant  Connecticut  Warblers 
were  spied  at  Saint-Hubert  28  Aug  (RBe)  and 
Quebec  City  7 Oct  (R.  Dion,  E Dion).  A Yel- 
low-breasted Chat  was  photographed  in  a gar- 
den at  Sainte-Therese-de-Blainville  17-19  Oct 
(ph.  L.  Beaulieu,  B.  Leduc). 

A Summer  Tanager  at  Sherbrooke  was  cap- 
tured 30  Oct  and  taken  into  captivity  in  a 
weakened  condition  (S.  Deshaies).  A very  late 
male  Scarlet  Tanager  was  at  Robertsonville  22 
Nov  (ph.  G.  Routhier,  H.  Jacques).  Eastern 
Towhees  were  reported  quite  widely  in  Oct, 
especially  in,  but  not  limited  to,  the  e.  half  of 
the  Region.  Single  Clay-colored  Sparrows 
were  at  Tadoussac  10-18  Oct  (B.  Maybank  et 
al).  Cap  Tourmente  17  Oct  (M.  Breton),  and 
Bergeronnes  19  Oct  (SD,  OB).  Lark  Sparrows 
were  reported  from  Sainte-Therese-de-Gaspe 
15  Sep  (ph.  AC)  and  Tadoussac  22-26  Sep 


(RP).  A female  Lark  Bunting  was  a surprising 
visitor  at  a Sainte-Fdicite  feeder  9-11  Sep  0- 
Deschenes,  ph.,  J.  Larivee).  A migrant  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrow  was  intercepted  at  an  unusu- 
al location  and  date  at  Baskatong  Res.  18  Oct 
(MA.  Montpetit,  A.  Crepeau). 

Six  Dickcissels  were  reported  in  the  e.  tier 
of  the  Region  late  Sep-late  Oct;  in  addition,  3 
singles  flying  southwestward  were  detected  by 
flight  call  over  Tadoussac  in  Oct  (SBe,  OB).  A 
female  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  well  de- 
scribed from  Cap  Tourmente  23  Aug  (P. 
Cabard,  fide  R.  Baeta).  A short  but  powerful 
influx  of  36,648  Common  Redpolls  was  noted 
at  Tadoussac  in  a three-day  span  22-24  Oct. 
The  final  count  for  the  season  was  47,989  (SD, 
SBe).  The  fall  total  of  Pine  Siskins  at  the  same 
location  was  of  30,788  birds,  with  a daily  max- 
imum of  6118  birds  1 Oct  (SD,  SBe),  although 
some  of  these  may  have  been  double-counted, 
as  the  dispersal  movement  was  in  a northeast- 
erly direction  in  late  Sep  before  shifting  to  the 
expected  southwesterly  flow  in  early  Oct. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
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Proulx,  A.  Richard  (Magdalen  Is.),  Y.  Rochep- 
ault  (North  Shore),  JE  Rousseau,  C.  Roy 
(Bois-Francs),  G.  Savard  (Saguenay-Lac- 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


New  England  [j 


Walter  G.  Ellisc 
Nancy  L.  Marti 


Autumn  2008  New  England  weather 
was  wet — record  wet  in  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire — with  mostly  aver- 
age temperatures.  Major  avian  events  of  the 
season  were  good  numbers  of  Cory’s  Shear- 
waters entering  the  Gulf  of  Maine;  the  suc- 
cessful fledging  of  at  least  three  Mississippi 
Kites  from  three  nests  in  the  Region  during 
August  and  September;  a very  heavy  Novem- 
ber Cave  Swallow  invasion;  high  numbers  of 
several  annual  low-density 
migrants  such  as  Clay-col- 
ored Sparrow,  Lark  Sparrow, 
and  Dickcissel;  and  some 
strong  flights  of  irruptive 
species,  particularly  Snowy 
Owl,  White-winged  Cross- 
bill, and  Pine  Siskin.  Rarities 
were  sprinkled  among  the 
more-or  less-annual  trove  of 
interesting  birds,  among 
them,  a European  Golden- 
Plover  and  a Broad-billed 
Hummingbird,  both  firsts 
for  the  Region,  Connecti- 
cut’s first  Slaty-backed  Gull, 
three  Calliope  Humming- 
birds, and  Maine’s  first  Her- 
mit Warbler. 


Pt.  (Provincetown,  Barnstable,  MA);  S.  Beach 
(South  Beach  I.,  Chatham,  Barnstable,  MA). 

WATERFOWL 

Common  geese  continue  numerous,  and  rare 
geese  continue  to  increase.  Twenty  Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  were  reported  from  four 
of  six  states;  the  first  detected,  25  Aug  in  Frye- 
burg  Harbor,  ME  (B.  Crowley  et  al.),  may  have 
summered  in  or  near  the  Region.  A new  one- 
day  record  high  count  for  New  England  of  7 
Greater  White-fronteds  was  set  18  Oct  in 
Aroostook,  ME,  with  5 on  Puddleduck  Pond, 
Fort  Fairfield  and  2 in  Limestone  (BS).  Ross’s 
Goose  reports  came  only  from  Vermont,  6-23 
Oct,  with  a maximum  of  6,  plus  5 Snow  x 
Ross’s  hybrids,  13  Oct  (TGM,  CP).  At  least  3 
Barnacle  Geese  were  found:  one  in  N. 
Yarmouth,  Cumberland,  ME  6 Oct-1  Nov,  with 
a reappearance  or  a new  bird  19-26  Nov  (DL 
et  al.);  another  in  Wallingford,  New  Haven,  CT 
9 Nov-i-  was  accompanied  at  various  times  by 
Greenland-banded  Canada  Geese,  a Cackling 
Goose,  and  a Greater  White-fronted  Goose 
(W.  Schultz  et  al.);  and  another  in  Exeter, 
Washington,  RI  5-8  Nov  (R.  Miller).  Reports  of 
16  Cackling  Geese  came  from  four  states;  the 
first  arrived  30  Sep  in  Hatfield,  Hampshire,  MA 
OPS),  and  high  counts  were  3 in  Charlotte,  VT 
8 Nov  (TF-H  et  al.)  and  5 in  N.  Yarmouth,  ME 
26  Nov  (DL  et  al.). 


Abbreviations:  A.P.  (An- 
drew’s Pt.,  Rockport,  Essex, 

MA);  Block  I.  (Washington, 

RI);  Charlotte  (L.  Champlain  shore,  Charlotte, 
Chittenden,  VT);  Cousin’s  1.  (Yarmouth,  Cum- 
berland, ME);  D.C.W.M.A.  (Dead  Creek 
W.M.A.,  Addison  and  Panton,  Addison,  VT); 
Lighthouse  Pt.  (New  Haven,  New  Haven,  CT); 
Monhegan  (Monhegan  I.,  Lincoln,  ME);  Plum 
1.  (Plum  I.,  Newbury/Rowley,  Essex,  MA);  Race 


The  first  of  four  Bamade  Geese  found  in  New  England  in  autumn  2008  joined  a Greenland  Greater  White- 
fronted  Goose  and  Cackling  Geese  among  Canada  Goose  flocks  at  Thornhurst  Farm,  North  Yarmouth,  Cum- 
berland County,  Maine  6 (here  10)  October  through  1 November.  The  same  or  another  individual  reappeared 
at  the  same  location  1 9-26  November.  Photograph  by  Derek  Lovitch. 


Eurasian  Wigeons  numbered  10  this  sea- 
son, the  first  16-30  Aug  on  Plum  I.  (m.ob.), 
and  most  were  found  in  Nov.  Northern  Pintail 
appeared  more  numerous,  including  an  excel- 
lent count  of  332  at  Plum  1.  8 Nov  (C.  Caron 
et  al.).  An  inland  King  Eider  hen  was  shot  by 
a hunter  on  L.  Champlain,  Orwell,  Addison, 


VT  19  Nov  (ph.  H.  Fish,_/ide  TGM),  and  an- 
other was  well  within  Long  Island  Sound  at 
Milford  Pt.,  New  Haven,  CT  27  Nov  (NB).  An 
impressive  staging  concentration  of  100,000 
Common  Eiders  was  tallied  in  Frenchman’s 
Bay,  Hancock,  ME  25  Oct  (M.A.B.A.).  An  ex- 
cellent scoter  flight  17  Oct  at  the  traditional 
Manomet  Pt.,  Manomet,  Plymouth,  MA  sea- 
watch  site  (not  seawatched  regularly  in  recent 
years)  included  8102  Surf,  7128  White- 
winged, and  1925  Black  Scoters  (I.  Davies). 
There  was  also  a record  inland  flight  of  Black 
Scoter  on  L.  Champlain,  with  1200  passing 
Charlotte  6 Oct  (H.  Kastner).  Large  inland 
fallouts  of  Black  Scoters  in  rainy  weather  are 
regular  in  n.  New  England  but  seldom  ob- 
served in  s.  New  England,  so  multiple  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut  reports  17  Oct  co- 
inciding with  the  Manomet  flight  on  the  coast 
were  of  interest.  There  was  also  a fallout  1 
Nov,  with  400  Black  Scoters  on  Great  Bay, 
Rockingham,  NH  (S&JM)  and  220  on  Quab- 
bin  Res.,  MA  (ph.  JPS).  Barrow’s  Goldeneye 
records  included  singles  inland  in  e.  Massa- 
chusetts at  Wachusett  Res.,  Worcester  15-16 
Nov  (ML  et  al.)  and  at  Lakeville,  Plymouth  16 
Nov  (E  Gilmore). 

QUAIL  THROUGH  (BIS 

Northern  Bobwhite  are  now  largely  restricted 
to  the  outer  Massachusetts  coast  in  New  Eng- 
land and  spottily  distributed 
there,  so  a count  of  30  at 
Eastham,  Barnstable  12  Oct 
was  heartening  (M.  Faherty). 
Locally  high  counts  of  mi- 
grating Red-throated  Loons 
included  488  in  Rye,  Rock- 
ingham, NH  19  Oct  (S&JM) 
and  151  at  Charlotte  on  L. 
Champlain  18  Nov  (TGM, 
RBL  et  al.).  Pacific  Loons 
were  widely  reported:  the 
earliest  at  A.P  19  Oct  (RH) 
was  followed  by  others  at 
Block  1.  7 Nov  (S.  Mitra), 
Colchester,  Chittenden,  VT  8 
Nov  (tTF-H),  Belfast  Bay, 
Waldo,  ME  18  Nov,  and 
Ogunquit,  York,  ME  22  Nov 
(both  M.A.B.A.).  There  was 
an  impressive  high  count  of 
235  Red-necked  Grebes  at 
Deer  Isle,  Penobscot  Bay, 
Hancock,  ME  13  Nov  (CM).  Reports  of  Eared 
Grebe  included  an  early  one  in  alternate 
plumage  at  Crystal  Pond,  Eastford,  Windham, 
CT  17  Aug  (D.  Tripp),  and  one  at  the  familiar 
venue  of  Trustom  Pond  N.W.R.,  S.  Kingstown, 
Washington,  RI  16  Oct  0-  St.  Jean).  The  lack  of 
a report  from  Gloucester,  MA  this  fall  ends  the 
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This  juvenile  White  Ibis  made  itself  at  home  among  the  Bullhead  Lilies  of  Fourteen 
Acre  Pond,  Norwalk,  Fairfield  County,  Connecticut  from  19  (here  21)  August  through 
13  September  2008.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Finnan. 


long  run  of  the  wintering  bird  there  at  13 
years.  There  was  a good  nor’easter  flight  of 
Northern  Fulmars  at  A.P.  28  Oct,  with  390 
passing  (RH).  Unprecedented  numbers  of 
Cory’s  Shearwaters  in  the  Gulf  of  Maine  in- 
cluded counts  of  17  on  the  New  Hampshire 
part  of  Jeffrey’s  Ledge  9 Aug  (tD.  Donsker,  DA, 
M.  Resell)  and  35  at  the  n.  end  of  Jeffrey’s 
Ledge  in  Maine  waters  11  Sep  (DA);  the  maxi- 
mum of  475  on  Stellwagen  Bank  came  11  Aug 
(m.ob.),  and  the  last  were  2 seen  from  Race  Pt. 
28  Nov  (Gd'E  et  al).  There  was  also  a late 
Sooty  Shearwater  at  Race  Pt.  the  same  day 
(Gd’E  et  al.).  Eour  Audubon’s  Shearwaters 
were  seen  at  Veatch  Canyon  23  Aug  (RH  et 
al.).  Single  American  White  Pelicans  were  seen 
at  Barrington,  Bristol,  RI  and  Swansea,  Bristol, 
MA  18  Sep  (B.  Lombard);  at  Ninigret  Pond, 
Charlestown,  Washington,  RI  4 Oct  (fide  CR); 
and  at  Stamford,  Fairfield,  CT  11  Oct  (P. 
Dugan).  The  best  count  of  American  Bittern 
was  of  5 at  Fort  Hill,  Eastham,  MA  26  Nov  Q. 
Trimble  et  al.) — a “roadside  rest  effect”  benefit 
of  the  Mountain  Bluebird  found  there.  Least 
Bittern  continues  very  scarce,  with  6 reported 
13  Aug-16  Sep  in  Rhode  Island  and  Massa- 
chusetts. A Great  Egret  was  very  late  in  'Ver- 
mont’s Champlain  Valley  at  Ferrisburgh,  Addi- 
son 29-30  Nov  (M.  Kim,  G.  Askew).  Only  one 
Tricolored  Heron  was  reported,  on  the  rather 
late  date  of  12  Oct  at  Plum  1.  (T.  Wetmore).  A 
long-staying  young  White  Ibis  was  at  Fourteen 
Acre  Pond,  Norwalk,  Fairfield,  CT  19  Aug-13 
Sep  (L.  Flynn  et  al,  ph.  B.  Finnan).  Glossy  Ibis 
straying  far  inland  to  w.  Vermont  were  2 at 
Danby  Pond,  Danby,  Rutland  23  Aug  (N. 
Brown)  and  another  at  Shoreham,  Addison  14- 
16  Sep  (N.  Brown,  CP). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Black  Vultures  are  established,  although  local, 
now  in  s.  New  England,  and  they  were  re- 


ported from  all  three  n.  New 
England  states  this  autumn: 
one  along  1-295  between 
Freeport  and  Brunswick, 
Cumberland,  ME  6 Oct  Q- 
Briggs);  one  in  Brattleboro, 
Windham,  VT  14  Oct  (fide 
VC.E.);  2 in  n.  Vermont  at 
Bristol,  Addison  24-28  Oct 
(B.  Pfeiffer  et  al.,  tTGM); 
one  in  Nashua,  Flills- 
borough,  NH  25  Oct  (C. 
Sheridan);  and  one  over 
Greens  1.  near  Vinalhaven, 
Knox,  ME  19  Nov  (fide 
M.A.B.A.).  Mississippi  Kite 
reports  were  all  related  to 
the  unprecedented  nestings 
in  New  England  this  sum- 
mer. There  were  two  nests  in  Newmarket, 
Rockingham,  NH,  the  hrst  found  during  sum- 
mer and  the  other  found  about  2.6  km  away, 
with  one  young  about  to  fledge,  3 Sep  (ph.  D. 
Stahre);  the  high  count  for  the  season  was  6, 
including  fledged  juvs.,  on  7 Sep  (S&JM),  and 
the  last  report  was  9 Sep  (MS).  In  Connecti- 
cut, the  nesting  pair  in  Simsbury,  Flartford  was 
seen  with  their  single  fledgling  until  17  Sep  (J. 
Weeks  et  al).  Broad-winged  Hawks  peaked  in 
mid-Sep;  as  usual,  the  Champlain  Valley  main 
flight  was  distinct  from  the 
flight  in  e.  New  England, 
with  1247  at  Mt.  Philo, 

Charlotte  10  Sep  (M.  Cos- 
grove, TGM  et  al).  To  the 
east,  the  peak  was  16-18 
Sep,  with  the  largest  num- 
bers seen  on  the  last  date, 
including  5132  at  Mt. 

Watatic,  Worcester,  MA  (T. 

Pirro)  and  13,025  at  Quak- 
er Ridge,  Greenwich,  Fair- 
field,  CT  (B.  Bielfelt  et  al). 

The  lone  Swainson’s  Hawk 
of  the  season  was  a dark 
morph  at  Quaker  Ridge  19 
Sep  (R.  MacLean).  Golden 
Eagle  numbers  were  very 
good,  with  47  total  from  17 
Aug+,  including  a maxi- 
mum of  6 over  Quaker 
Ridge  30  Oct  (B.  Bielfelt  et 
al).  A dark  Gyrfalcon  was  reported  from 
Plum  I.  27  Nov  (ID.  Chickering). 

King  Rails  were  reported  from  their  Re- 
gional breeding  outpost  on  Plum  1.  until  19 
Aug  (m.ob.).  Common  Moorhens  still  nest 
widely  in  the  Champlain  Valley,  and  the  sea- 
sonal high  count  came  from  there  with  a fam- 
ily group  of  6 at  D.C.W.M.A.  11  Sep  at 

least  6 were  reported  from  four  of  the  hve  oth- 


er states,  including  a late  one  at  W.  Barnstable, 
Barnstable,  MA  29  Nov  (K.  Miller).  As  Sand- 
hill Cranes  shift  from  rare  visitors  in  the  Re- 
gion to  scarce  breeders,  autumn  reports  con- 
tinue to  increase.  Vermont's  nesting  pair  and 
2 fledged  colts  were  seen  until  30  Oct  on  their 
Bristol  territory  (m.ob.);  two  pairs  nested 
near  Messalonskee  L.,  Kennebec,  ME,  and  sev- 
eral others  were  observed  in  Maine,  including 
4 in  Aroostook  well  n.  of  the  known  local  nest- 
ing population  (BS).  Only  one  was  found  in 
Massachusetts,  on  Nantucket  1.  3 Sep  (ER  et 
al),  and  at  least  8 were  seen  in  Connecticut, 
including  4 migrants  at  Wilton,  Fairfield  8 
Oct  (L.  Tiller). 

SHOREBIRDS 

Shorebird  migration  this  season  was  largely 
unremarkable,  as  it  lacked  many  rarities  or 
unusual  numbers  and  had  no  inland  bonan- 
zas via  drought,  fallout,  or  drainage  of  any  in- 
land lakes  or  impoundments.  By  far  the  best 
shorebird  of  the  season  and  one  of  the  sea- 
son’s top  birds  was  the  Region’s  first  European 
Golden-Plover,  an  ad.  that  kept  company 
with  2 juv.  American  Golden-Plovers  at  Scar- 
borough Marsh,  Cumberland,  ME  9-11  Oct.  It 
was  well  photographed  both  in  comparison  to 
the  American  Golden-Plovers  and  in  flight, 
showing  the  diagnostic  white  underwing 


(p.a.,  R.  Lambert,  ph.  L.  Brinker,  ph.  DL,  PV 
et  al).  Two  Black-necked  Stilts  were  found  in 
Eastham,  MA  30  Sep  (M.  & D.  Rupp).  Amer- 
ican Avocets  were  all  singles:  in  Rhode  Island 
at  Charlestown  Breachway  19-21  Aug  (DF  et 
al.)  and  at  Sachuest  Pt.,  Middletown,  Newport 
21  Sep  (m.ob.),  and  in  Maine  at  Popham 
Beach,  Phippsburg,  Sagadahoc  8-12  Sep 
(m.ob.).  A late  Spotted  Sandpiper  was  report- 


A species  long  anticipated  in  New  England,  given  the  large  spring  flights  of  the 
species  to  Newfoundland,  this  European  Golden-Plover  kept  company  with  two 
American  Golden-Plovers  at  Scarborough  Marsh,  Cumberland  County,  Maine  9 
through  11  (here)  October  2008.  Photograph  by  Derek  Lovitch. 
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Connecticut's  first  Slaty-backed  Gull  was  seen  at  the  Windsor-Bloomfield  landfill  near 
the  Connecticut  River  in  Windsor  from  28  November  2008,  when  this  photograph  was 
taken,  through  1 December.  Wing  pattern  and  structure  are  consistent  with  the  identifi- 
cation, but  some  who  viewed  the  images  on  the  Internet  found  the  mantle  color  pale. 
Photograph  by  Mark  Szantyr. 


ed  close  to  Thanksgiving  for  a 2nd  straight 
year,  this  one  at  Owls  Head,  Knox,  ME  27  Nov 
(FM).  Upland  Sandpipers  remain  scarce,  with 
just  17  reported,  the  best  count  being  9 at 
Pease  Tradeport,  Newington,  Rockingham, 
NH  9 Aug  (R.  Frechette,  S.  Spangenberg,  F 
Doyle);  and  the  last  was  notably  late  at  W. 
Roxbury,  MA  9 Oct  (M.  Kaufman).  Inland 
Whimbrels  were  found  atop  Pack  Monadnock 
Mt.,  Peterborough,  Hillsborough,  NH  17  Aug 
(G.  Coffey)  and  seen  in  a cut-over  hayfield  at 
St.  Albans,  Franklin,  VT  19  Aug  (RBL).  The 
maximum  count  of  Hudsonian  Godwits  at  S. 
Beach  was  just  70  on  7 Aug  (BN);  a count  of 
10  at  Sandy  Pt.,  W.  Haven,  New  Haven,  CT  30 
Aug  was  very  good  for  Long  Island  Sound  (M. 
Aronson);  and  2 were  very  late  and  far  inland 
at  D.C.W.M.A.  17  Nov  (RBL,  DA),  South 
Beach  hosted  the  Regional  high  count  of  Mar- 
bled Godwit  again,  with  4 on  several  dates  7 
Aug  through  20  Sep  (BN  et  al.);  sightings  n.  of 
Massachusetts  included  up  to  2 at  Stratton  L, 
Saco,  York,  ME  7-11  Aug  (LS  et  al.),  one  at 
Biddeford  Pool,  York.  ME  7 Sep  (C.  Wood,  J. 
Barry,  fide  LS),  and  one  at  Hampton,  Rocking- 
ham, NH  on  21  Sep  (SM);  one  was  notably 
late  at  Plum  1.  1-2  Nov  (SG  et  al).  The  1050 
Red  Knots  at  S.  Beach  7 Aug  (BN)  was  a good 
recent  count  for  this  declining  shorebird; 
however,  autumn  high  counts  often  exceeded 
2000  a quarter  century  ago.  A White-rumped 
Sandpiper  x Dunlin  hybrid  was  seen  at  S. 
Beach  for  a 2nd  straight  autumn  migration  22 


Aug  (NB).  The  total  of  47  Baird’s  Sandpipers 
was  a high  average  total  but  low  in  compari- 
son to  good  autumn  flights  in  2006  and  2007; 
reports  came  from  all  six  states.  Purple  Sand- 


pipers continue  to  mi- 
grate sparsely  on  the  n. 
shores  of  L.  Champlain, 
with  three  reports  featur- 
ing an  impressive  high 
count  of  19  on  the  South 
Hero-Colchester  cause- 
way, Chittenden  11  Nov 
(JMe,  M.  Ward).  A rather 
early  Dunlin  on  S.  Beach 
22  Aug  had  characteris- 
tics attributed  to  the  ne. 

Greenland  subspecies 
arctica  (NB).  Stilt  Sand- 
pipers lingered  late,  with 
the  last  a record-late  bird 
for  the  Granite  State  at 
Hampton  14-15  Nov  (tT. 

Bronson,  SM).  A high  av- 
erage tally  of  48  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  was 
recorded,  with  a single- 
site high  count  of  6 at 
Pease  Tradeport,  NH  7 
Sep  (LM  et  al.)  and  2 each 
at  inland  sites  Addison,  Addison,  VT  13  Sep 
(CP,  TGM  et  al.)  and  Hatfield,  Hampshire,  MA 
30  Sep  OPS).  A very  late  one  was  at  Bristol, 
Bristol,  RI  5 Nov  (DF).  Seven  Wilson's 
Phalaropes  distributed  among  Vermont  (1), 
New  Hampshire  (1),  Maine  (3),  and  Rhode 
Island  (2)  between  17  Aug  and  23  Sep  was  an 
average  tally  for  recent  years.  Several  Red- 
necked Phalaropes  were  found 
inland,  including  6 at  Char- 
lotte 17  Aug  (TGM)  and  3 on 
Squam  L.,  Moullonborough, 
Carroll,  NH  31  Aug  (RR,  phj. 
Loomis).  A good  count  of  5200 
Red  Phalaropes  was  recorded 
on  a cruise  in  the  Gulf  of 
Maine  14  Sep  (E.  Hynes  et  al.). 

SKUAS  THROUGH 
ALCIDS 

Two  South  Polar  Skuas  made  a 
rare  inshore  appearance  at  A.P. 
7 Sep  (RH).  About  two-dozen 
jaegers  were  reported  from  L. 
Champlain:  Pomarines  were 
reported  6 Sep-1  Nov,  with  a 
maximum  of  4 al  Charlotte  16 
Sep  0-  Osborne);  Parasitics  oc- 
curred from  6-21  Sep,  with  a 
maximum  of  3 on  the  former 
date;  and  Long-taileds  reports 
included  1-2  juvs.  6-7  Sep  at 
Grand  Isle,  Grand  Isle  (DJH)  and  Charlotte 
(TTGM),  plus  another  juv.  at  Charlotte  17  Sep 
(tTGM,  tJMe).  Coastal  sightings  of  Long- 
tailed Jaegers  included  2 at  Race  Pt.  and  one 


on  Stellwagen  Bank  9 Aug  (BN)  and  one  at 
First  Encounter  Beach,  Eastham,  MA  7 Sep 
(BN).  A first-cycle  Franklin’s  Gull  at  Plum  1. 
was  photographed  15  Nov  (RH  et  al).  Thirty- 
two  Little  Gulls  were  found,  including  about 
12  on  L.  Champlain  3 Aug-26  Oct  (m.ob.),  5 
in  Maine,  3 in  New  Hampshire,  and  12  in 
Massachusetts,  with  a high  count  of  3 on  4 
Nov,  part  of  a week-long  twelve-species  gull 
bonanza  al  Herring  Cove,  Provincetown, 
Barnstable  produced  by  a mass  die-off  of 
mysid  shrimp  cast  up  in  wind-rows  on  the 
beach  (RH  et  al).  Black-headed  Gulls  num- 
bered 22,  with  2 on  L.  Champlain  25-27  Aug 
(DJH,  TJMe),  2 al  Pine  Pt.,  Scarborough, 
Cumberland,  ME  17  Oct  and  21  Nov 
(M.A.B.A.),  one  at  E.  Providence,  Providerrce, 
RI  22  Nov  (DF),  and  at  least  17  in  the  Bay 
State,  with  a high  count  of  4 at  Provincetown 

4 Nov  (RH  et  al.).  Excellent  counts  of  Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  included  7540  at  the  Province- 
town  shrimp  die-off  5 Nov  0-  Offerman)  and 
5000-r  at  Passamaquoddy  Bay,  Eastport,  Wcisli- 
irrgton,  ME  26  Nov  (WT).  Attracting  birders 
to  record  the  gull  show  in  Provincetown  was 
Cape  Cod’s  first  Black-tailed  Gull,  present  1- 

5 Nov  and  first  found  by  Nikula.  A first-cycle 
Thayer’s  Gull  was  found  at  the  Rochester 
W.T.P.,  Strafford,  NH  24  Nov  (BG;  ph.,  TSM). 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  continue  to  bur- 
geon along  New  England’s  coast,  with  a stun- 
ning high  count  of  181  at  Nantucket  16  Nov 
(ER).  Slaty-backed  Gulls  have  gone  from 
zero  to  eight  Regional  records  in  less  than  half 
a decade.  Connecticut  had  its  first,  and  the 
Region’s  first  in  autumn,  28  Nov-1  Dec  at  the 


Two  Broad-billed  Hummingbirds  were  recorded  in  New  England  in  autumn  2008, 
the  New  England  region's  first  records.  This  bird  briefly  visited  an  Oakdale,  New 
London  County,  Connecticut  yard  on  13  August  2008,  just  long  enough  to  be  pho- 
tographed. The  second  arrived  ten  days  later  In  Dennis,  on  Cape  Cod  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Photograph  by  Samantha  Seddon. 
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Vermont's  first  Cave  Swallow  spent  two  days  successfully  foraging  for  insects  at  Charlotte  Town  Beach,  Charlotte,  Chittenden 
County  1 5 and  (here)  1 6 November  2008.  The  presence  of  two  unmolted  outer  primaries  indicates  that  this  was  a hatch-year 
bird,  as  adults  complete  their  primary  molt  in  September.  Photograph  by  TedMurin. 


Windsor-Bloomfield  Landfill,  Windsor,  Hart- 
ford (p.a.,  NB,  ph.  MSz,  m.ob.).  This  birds 
mantle  color  seemed  pale  to  some  who  dis- 
cussed it  on  the  Internet,  but  it  is  unclear  if 
the  species  is  variable  in  mantle  color,  shows 


geographic  variation  (with  southerly  breeding 
birds  being  paler),  or  whether  paler  birds 
might  be  hybrids  with  other  North  Pacific 
gulls,  as  many  have  opined.  Sabines  Gulls 
had  another  exceptional  autumn,  with  the  14 
reported  exceeding  last  year’s  1 1 -year-high. 


Three  were  inland  on  L.  Champlain:  6 Sep  at 
Charlotte  (TGM  et  al.)  and  19  Oct  in  Grand 
Isle  (DJH),  with  2 young  birds  on  the  latter 
date.  Coastal  birds  ranged  from  24  Aug  in 
Eastport,  ME  (M.A.B.A.)  to  1 Nov  at  A.P. 

(EN),  with  an  exceptional 
high  count  of  4 on  Stell- 
wagen  Bank  14  Sep  (W. 
Petersen  et  ah).  There  was 
a sustained  early  flight  of 
juv.  Black-legged  Kitti- 
wakes  on  L.  Champlain  5 
Aug-13  Sep,  with  15-20 
individuals  reported. 

The  only  Gull-billed 
Tern  of  the  season  was 
found  after  the  passage  of 
the  remnants  of  Tropical 
Storm  Hanna  at  James- 
town, Newport,  R1  7 Sep 
(p.a.,  W.  Munns).  Among 
the  hordes  of  gulls  at  Her- 
ring Cove,  Provincetown  6 
Nov  were  2 extremely 
tardy  juv.  Roseate  Terns 
(JPS).  Also  tardy  was  an 
Arctic  Tern  at  Seabrook, 
Rockingham,  NH  30  Sep 
(ph.  S&jM).  Noteworthy 
Forster’s  Terns  included  an 
impressive  count  of  37  n. 
of  Massachusetts  at  Hampton  and  Seabrook, 
NH  19  Sep  (S&JM  et  al.),  a count  of  86  at  First 
Encounter  Beach  20  Oct  (BN),  and  the  first  in 
many  years  on  L.  Champlain,  notably  late  at 
Grand  Isle  1 Nov  (tDJH).  Five  Royal  Terns 
were  found  in  Aug,  with  3 n.  to  New  Hamp- 


shire and  6-7  reported  on  Long  Island  Sound, 
including  5-6  at  Hammonasset,  Madison,  New 
Haven  6 Sep  in  the  wake  of  Hanna  (m.ob.). 
Also  in  the  wake  of  Hanna  were  350  Black 
Terns  on  S.  Beach  7 Sep  (BN).  Dovekies  ar- 
rived early  again,  with  singles  at  A.P.  28  Oct 
(RH)  and  Rye,  NH  29  Oct  (E.  Masterson). 
Three  hundred  forty  passed  A.P.  25  Nov  (RH), 
and  an  offshore  trip  from  Rhode  Island  record- 
ed 72  at  Cox’s  Ledge  29  Nov  (S.  Tsgarakis). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Two  White-winged  Doves  reached  New  Eng- 
land this  season:  one  was  reported  from  Nan- 
tucket 8 Sep  (VE),  and  another  made  sporadic 
appearances  at  a Portland,  Cumberland,  ME 
feeder  3 Oct-r  (ph.  N.  Lund,  E Paul  et  ah). 
Connecticut  observers  encountered  3 Barn 
Owls,  one  in  early  Aug  in  Torrington,  Litch- 
field (T.  Leenders),  one  pre-dawn  at  the  Mil- 
ford Pt.  Big  Sit  12  Oct  (E  Gallo  et  al),  and  an- 
other at  Lighthouse  Pt.  23  Oct  (D.  Morgan). 
About  60  Snowy  Owls  reported  was  equiva- 
lent to  the  last  big  flight  in  2001.  The  first, 
and  not  surprisingly  farthest  n.,  in  Woodland, 
Aroostook,  ME  19  Oct  (B.  Sheehan)  was 
quickly  followed  by  others  at  traditional 
coastal  locations,  plus  about  5 in  Vermont. 
The  seldom-encountered  Eong-eared  Owl  ap- 
peared at  Acadia  N.P,  Hancock,  ME  25  Oct 
and  in  Newburyport,  MA  9 Nov.  Short-eared 
Owls  put  on  their  best  showing  since  2003, 
with  24  across  the  Region,  including  7 in  Ad- 
dison, VT  9 Nov  OMe)-  The  first  documented 
autumn  Boreal  Owl  since  the  surprising  nest- 
ing record  in  2001  was  photographed  in  Bass 
Harbor,  on  Mt.  Desert  L,  Hancock,  ME  22  Nov 
(S.  Grierson,  fide  WT).  Common  Nighthawk 
migration  was  lackluster  this  season,  with 
high  counts  of  only  554  at  S.  Quabbin,  Hamp- 
shire, MA  23  Aug  (L.  Therrien)  and  500+  in 
Hamden,  New  Haven,  CT  30  Aug  0-  Zipp). 

Readers  may  draw  their  own  conclusions 
about  the  relationship  between  the  Region’s 
first  Broad-billed  Hummingbirds.  The  first 
was  photographed  at  a feeder  in  Oakdale, 
New  London,  CT  13  Aug  (ph.  S.  & K.  Sed- 
don),  and  the  next  was  banded  and  pho- 
tographed in  Dennis,  Barnstable,  MA,  where  it 
entertained  visitors  23  Aug  into  Dec  (R.  & M. 
Murphy,  m.ob.).  Observers  at  Lighthouse  Pt. 
tallied  their  second-ever  triple-digit  Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbird  day  15  Sep,  with  a to- 
tal of  270  migrants  (GH).  At  least  3 Calliope 
Hummingbirds  appeared  this  season:  the  first 
(Massachusett’s  5th  overall)  was  an  ad.  male 
photographed  in  Deerfield,  Franklin  1-2  Aug 
(R.  Ranney-Blake);  the  season’s  and  Connecti- 
cut’s 2nd  lingered  at  a Simsbury  feeder  mid- 
Oct+  0-  Kaplan,  ph.  MSz,  m.ob.);  and  the  last 
spent  23  Oct-1  Nov  in  Blue  Hill,  Hancock, 


+ . - Jjf , v" 

In  fall  2008,  three  Northern  Wheatears  were  found  in  the  usual  mid-  to  late  September 
window  in  New  England.  This  one  was  found  at  a Gray,  Cumberland  County,  Maine 
blueberry  barren  on  18  September,  when  this  photograph  was  taken,  and  remained 
only  until  19  September.  Photograph  by  Derek  Lovitch. 
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ME  (L.  Clapp,  PV,  m.ob.).  The  now-expected 
Rufous  Hummingbird  was  represented  by  ad. 
males  in  Antrim,  Hillsborough  and  Plaistow, 
Rockingham,  NH,  S.  Yarmouth,  Barnstable, 
MA,  and  Middle  Haddam,  Middlesex,  CT.  An 
additional  Selasphoms  eluded  specific  identi- 
fication in  Leicester,  Worcester,  MA  8 Oct  (ph. 
M.  Rowden).  Only  6 Red-headed  Woodpeck- 
ers were  reported  this  season,  in  contrast  to 
the  abundance  of  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers, 
which  spread  northward  after  mid-Oct,  per- 
haps as  a result  of  the  combination  of  a sum- 
mer cicada  emergence  and  high  acorn  pro- 
duction. Over  80  were  tallied  in  New  Hamp- 
shire n.  to  Hanover,  Grafton  and  Sandwich, 
Carroll,  and  observers  in  Maine  compared  the 
irruption  there  to  that  of  2004.  The  high 
count  from  Massachusetts  was  14  in  Hingham 
24  Nov  (S.  Williams),  and  the  flight  was  not- 
ed offshore  as  well,  with  6 on  Block  1.  4 Oct 
(DF). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WRENS 

The  value  of  photographs  in  the  identification 
of  small  late-season  flycatchers  is  illustrated 
by  the  season’s  latest  Least  Flycatcher,  en- 
countered on  Plum  I.  2 Nov  (SG  et  al.).  How- 
ever, photographs  don’t  always  clinch  an  iden- 
tification; a flycatcher  photographed  at  Moon- 
stone Beach,  S.  Kingstown,  Washington,  RI  10 
Nov  (N.  Conway)  was  variously  identified  as 
Empidonax  or  Elaenia;  after  some  debate  on- 
line, several  veteran  observers  thought  that  it 
looked  most  like  an  Empidonax.  High  counts 
for  common  flycatchers  seldom  make  these 
pages,  but  a tally  of  73  Eastern  Phoebes  at  the 
Ware  River  Important  Bird  Area,  Worcester, 
MA  20  Sep  (ML  et  al.)  was  impressive.  For  the 
2nd  year  in  a row,  2 Say’s  Phoebes  were  docu- 
mented, one  at  Race  Pt.  11  Sep  (P  Champlin 
et  al.)  and  the  other  on  Plum  I.  2-3  Oct  (S. 
Stanton,  m.ob.).  A Myiarchus  flycatcher  de- 
scribed as  “pale  with  little  rufous”  in 
Rochester,  NH  13  Nov  (tD.  Hubbard)  eluded 
further  identification.  Observers  encountered 
only  3 Western  Kingbirds,  one  inland  at  Con- 
cord, NH  13  Oct  (tPH,  R.  Quinn)  and  2 on 
the  Massachusetts  coast. 

1mm.  White-eyed  Vireos  made  it  n.  to  New 
Hampshire  and  Maine  in  early  Oct;  in  Massa- 
chusetts, where  small  numbers  nest,  tardy 
birds  were  banded  in  Brewster,  Barnstable  3 
Nov  (SF)  and  seen  at  Halibut  Pt.,  Rockport  8- 
9 Nov  (P  & F Vale,  m.ob.).  A Yellow-throat- 
ed Vireo  sang  and  caught  insects  in  Nau- 
gatuck, New  Haven  on  the  Connecticut- 
record-late  date  of  21  Nov  (P.  DeGennaro). 
Thirty-two  Blue-headed  Vireos  were  among  a 
fallout  of  migrants  at  Cousin’s  1.,  Yarmouth, 
ME  6 Oct  (DL);  the  species  was  found  in  high 
numbers  elsewhere,  and  at  least  4 lingered 


into  Nov.  Three  Red-eyed  Vireos  also  lingered 
into  late  Nov,  and  the  high  count  of  57  in 
Windsor,  Berkshire,  MA  13  Sep  (ML  et  al.) 
was  well  inland.  Vermont’s  tiny  nesting  pop- 
ulation of  Fish  Crows  was  represented  by  a 
family  group  in  Burlington,  Chittenden  21 
Aug  (S.  Schwenk),  and  one  in  Concord,  NH 
1 Sep  was  at  their  n.  limit  on  the  Merrimack 
R.  (R.  Suomala).  An  impressive  count  of  520 
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  was  made 
in  W.  Roxbury,  Suffolk,  MA  17  Sep  (M.  J. 
Iliff).  A Bank  Swallow  was  tardy  at  Grand 
Isle,  VT  9 Oct  (DJH).  Connecticut  continues 
to  be  the  focal  point  of  the  annual  Cave  Swal- 
low invasion  of  New  England  in  Nov,  al- 
though sightings  were  documented  in  every 
New  England  state  this  season.  The  first  were 
10  in  Stratford,  Fairfield,  CT  and  4 in  Wester- 
ly, Washington,  RI  8 Nov;  one  reached  New 
Hampshire  the  next  day,  followed  by  a major 
push  on  11  Nov,  with  as  many  as  56  in  Con- 
necticut, 30  in  Rhode  Island,  17  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  one  north  to  Scarborough,  ME. 
Swallows  continued  to  disperse  along  the 
coast  over  the  next  week,  and  one  reaching 
Vermont’s  “west  coast”  at  Charlotte  15-16 
Nov  (H.  Rich,  CP,  ph.  tTGM,  m.ob.)  became 
that  state’s  first  documented  record.  The  last 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  reports 
came  19  Nov,  while  a flock  of  up  to  20  found 
refuge  and  food  at  a New  Haven,  CT  sewage 
plant  to  the  end  of  the  season.  The  total  num- 
ber of  birds  involved  is  difficult  to  determine 
but  may  have  been  close  to  200.  In  spite  of  a 
major  movement  of  Boreal  Chickadees  in 
Quebec,  only  one  was  found  out  of  range  in 
New  England,  at  Pack  Monadnock,  Peterbor- 
ough, NH  23  Oct  0-  Tilden).  Sedge  Wrens 
made  only  later-season  appearances  this  year, 
on  Nantucket  29  Sep  (VL),  in  Brunswick, 
Cumberland,  ME  18-19  Oct  (S.  Walker,  M. 
Fahay),  and  in  Stratham,  Rockingham,  NH  28 
Nov  (ph.,  tS.  Young). 

KINGLETS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Counts  of  155  Golden-crowned  and  471 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  at  Cousin’s  1.  6 Oct 
were  both  record  highs  for  the  location  (DL). 
Three  Northern  Wheatears  were  well  dis- 
persed but  followed  the  usual  mid-Sep  tim- 
ing; the  first  was  at  Rocky  Hill,  Hartford,  CT 
10  Sep  (S.  Fox);  the  next  found  a N. 
Kingstown,  Washington,  RI  sod  farm  to  it  lik- 
ing 15-29  Sep  0-  & R-  LEtoile,  ph.  P.  LEtoile, 
m.ob.);  and  the  last  graced  a blueberry  barren 
in  Gray,  Cumberland,  ME  18-19  Sep  (B.  Han- 
cock, ph.  DL,  ph.  LS).  Acton,  Middlesex,  MA 
saw  a gathering  of  100  Eastern  Bluebirds  12 
Oct  (B.  Porter).  A female  Mountain  Bluebird 
discovered  at  Fort  Hill,  Eastham,  MA  delight- 
ed visiting  birders  23-29  Nov  (B.  Parker, 


m.ob.).  An  estimated  100,000  American 
Robins  were  part  of  an  avian  spectacle  that  in- 
cluded 300,000  mixed  blackbirds  at  the 
Methuen,  Essex,  MA  roost  2 Nov  (M.A.S.,  D. 
Larson).  An  imm.  Varied  Thrush  was  pho- 
tographed on  Cape  Ann,  MA  26  Oct  (RH  et 
al),  but  one  reported  at  Deer  Isle,  Hancock, 
ME  18  Nov  (CM)  was  not  relocated. 

Bohemian  Waxwings  showed  signs  of  a re- 
peat of  last  year’s  irruption  into  the  Region.  A 
very  early  individual  appeared  on  Monhegan 
12-13  Sep  (M.A.B.A.),  and  another  reached 
Lighthouse  Pt.  with  a Cedar  Waxwing  flock 
31  Oct  (D.  Campbell),  but  numbers  did  not 
build  substantially  until  the  winter  season. 
However,  Cedar  Waxwing  numbers,  in  Ply- 
mouth, Grafton,  NH  at  least,  were  remark- 
able: flocks  totaling  7000  birds  covered  “every 
tree,  ground,  and  rooftop”  at  Plymouth  State 
University  30  Nov  (BG).  A scattering  of  Blue- 
winged Warblers  across  the  Region  was 
capped  by  a state-record  late  bird  at  Boothe 
Park,  Stratford,  CT  4 Nov  (C.  Barnard).  Ver- 
mont’s lone  Golden-winged  Warbler  report 
came  from  early  Aug,  while  singles  in  New 
Hampshire,  Maine,  and  Massachusetts  were 
sighted  in  early  Oct.  Rounding  out  the 
“winged  warbler”  collection  were  Brewster’s 
Warblers  in  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  and  a 
Lawrence's  Warbler  banded  coincidentally  in 
Brewster,  MA  (SF).  Reports  of  the  now-scarce 
Tennessee  Warbler  included  several  Nov  re- 
ports from  East  Shore  Park,  New  Haven,  CT, 
the  last  29  Nov  Q-  Workman).  The  same  park 
also  sheltered  Northern  Parula,  Nashville, 
Chestnut-sided,  Blackpoll,  Black-and-white, 
and  Wilson’s  Warblers,  and  American  Red- 
starts in  mid-  through  late  Nov.  The  Nashville 
Warbler  high  count  of  9 came  on  the  more  ex- 
pected date  of  30  Aug  in  Nelson,  Cheshire, 
NH  (R  Brown).  Regional  birders  tallied  over 
100  Orange-crowned  Warblers  in  Sep-Nov, 
the  list  of  one-  or  two-at-a-time  sightings  was 
broken  by  a report  of  3 at  Plum  1.  19  Oct  (T. 
Spahr).  A number  of  notable  warbler  high 
counts  came  from  Cousin’s  I.  this  season:  44 
Northern  Parulas  16  Sep,  and  40  Yellows,  50 
Magnolias,  and  213  American  Redstarts  27 
Aug  (all  DL).  Other  respectable  high  counts 
included  41  Pine  Warblers  in  Penacook,  Mer- 
rimack, NH  13  Sep  (PH)  and  286  Blackpoll 
Warblers  in  the  Ware  River  Important  Bird 
Area,  MA  20  Sep  (ML  et  al).  Early  season  mi- 
grants found  well  outside  of  expected  dates 
included  a Yellow  Warbler  in  Arlington,  Mid- 
dlesex, MA  23  Nov  (C.  Thrope)  and  a Mourn- 
ing Warbler  in  Winchester,  Middlesex,  MA  2 
Nov  (R  Devaney).  The  latest  Prairie  Warbler 
in  Massachusetts  was  photographed  in 
Acoaxet,  Bristol  27  Nov  (EN),  one  of  3 re- 
ported in  that  month.  New  Hampshire  ob- 
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servers  were  surprised  to  discover  3 tardy 
Blackpoll  Warblers  in  late  Nov,  including  a 
male  in  alternate  plumage  at  the  Seabrook 
W.T.P.  23  Nov  (S&JM);  even  later  was  one  in 
E.  Boston,  MA  30  Nov  (S.  Walker  et  al.). 
Western  and  southern  warbler  vagrants  put  in 
their  usual  appearances:  an  Audubon’s  War- 
bler found  at  Cape  Elizabeth,  Cumberland, 
ME  30  Nov  stayed  into  Dec  (ph.  D.  Hitchcox 
et  al.),  and  Maine’s  first  Hermit  Warbler  spent 
28  Sep-1  Oct  on  Monhegan  (K.  Lindquist,  S. 
Surner,  V.  Miller,  ph.  B.  Marvil,  p.a.).  The  first 
Yellow-throated  Warbler  at  Marblehead  Neck 
Wildlife  Sanctuary,  Essex,  MA  1 Sep  (D.  No- 
ble) was  followed  by  others  at  Plum  I.  4 Sep 
(B.  Murphy),  S.  Burlington,  VT  7 Sep  (S.  Mor- 
rical),  Little  Compton,  Newport,  RI  8 Oct  (G. 
Dennis),  and  Vinalhaven  1.  in  Penobscot  Bay, 
ME  2 Nov  (M.A.B.A.).  Three  Cerulean  War- 
blers at  Marblehead  Neck  Wildlife  Sanctuary, 
MA  13  Aug  (D.  Noble  et  al.)  preceded  singles 
at  Plum  I.  16-17  Aug  (J.  Nelson  et  al.)  and 
Dover,  Strafford,  NH  3 Oct  (tL.  Kras,  D.  Bur- 
dick et  al).  Connecticut  had  the  only  Pro- 
thonotary  Warbler  of  the  season,  but  Worm- 
eating Warblers  were  dispersed  across  Maine 

(1) ,  New  Hampshire  (2),  and  Massachusetts 

(2) .  Kentucky  Warblers  showed  up  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut.  A Hooded  Warbler 
was  banded  on  Appledore  1.,  York,  ME  18  Aug 
(M.A.B.A.),  and  5 others  were  in  Massachu- 
setts, mostly  in  Oct.  The  seasonal  total  of 
about  37  Connecticut  Warblers  (2  in  Rhode 
Island,  3 in  New  Hampshire,  6 in  Connecti- 
cut, and  the  balance  in  the  Bay  State)  was 
slightly  above  average  for  the  past  15  years. 
An  ad.  male  MacGillivray’s  Warbler  in  Lex- 
ington, Middlesex,  MA  6 Sep  (MR)  was  the 
3rd  representative  of  its  species  in  the  Region 
in  the  past  four  autumns.  The  farthest  n.  of 
about  50  Yellow-breasted  Chats  in  the  Region 
was  just  over  the  line  in  Cape  Neddick,  York, 
ME  (DL),  and  the  high  count  of  8 came  from 
Falmouth,  Barnstable,  MA  18  Nov  (RH). 

TANAGERS THROUGH  FINCHES 

Two  early-season  Massachusetts  Summer 
Tanagers  were  found  at  Hamilton,  Essex  17 
Aug  OB)  and  Chatham,  Barnstable  8 Sep  (A. 
Curtis);  another  made  it  well  up  the  Maine 
coast  to  be  photographed  at  Blue  Hill,  Han- 
cock 30  Nov,  where  it  lingered  through  at  least 
2 Dec  (M.A.B.A.).  The  annual  Western  Tan- 
ager  was  in  Eastham,  MA  4 Oct  (Gd’E  et  al.). 
A Scarlet  Tanager  found  dead  in  Bozrah,  New 
London,  CT  27  Nov  (fide  B.  O’Toole)  matched 
the  late  date  of  one  in  Maine  in  2004.  A nice 
selection  of  low-density  migrant  and  vagrant 
sparrows  in  the  Region  was  headed  up  by  at 
least  59  Clay-colored  Sparrows,  which 
matched  last  year’s  best-ever  seasonal  total. 


Massachusetts  garnered  the  most,  as  usual, 
but  others  were  distributed  in  New  Hamp- 
shire (2),  Rhode  Island  (2),  Connecticut  (7), 
and  Maine  (ll-i-),  where  up  to  4 at  a time  were 
seen  on  Monhegan,  along  with  an  apparent 
Clay-colored  x Chipping  Sparrow  hybrid  28 
Sep  (D&JL).  Twenty-three  Lark  Sparrows  21 
Aug-19  Oct  was  the  best  seasonal  total  in 
about  30  years.  All  were  on  the  immediate 
coast  from  Islesboro,  Waldo,  ME  to  Stamford, 
Fairfield,  CT  except  for  one  in  Keene, 
Cheshire,  NH  7 Sep  (K.  Klapper).  An  imm. 
Lark  Bunting  was  thoroughly  photographed 
near  the  N.  Hampton/Rye  town  line  in  coastal 
New  Hampshire  11  Oct  (ph.  tLM,  ph. 
TS&JM,  ph  J.  Lambert  et  al).  The  only  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrow  of  the  season  was  found  in  a 
cut-over  cornfield  along  the  Saco  R.  in  Con- 
way, Carroll  in  New  Hampshire’s  White  Mts. 
(tT.  Vazzano,  tRR).  Among  the  collection  of 
Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  were  singles 
inland  at  D.C.W.M.A.  4 Oct  (tTGM)  and  in 
Concord,  NH  11  Oct  (MS,  R.  Woodward  et 
al).  A Seaside  Sparrow  at  Popham  Beach, 
Sacadahoc,  ME  21  Oct  was  nearly  50  km  far- 
ther n.  than  the  species’  usual  vagrancy  limit. 
Rounding  out  the  season’s  wandering  spar- 
rows were  2 young  Gambel’s  White-crowned 
Sparrows  in  N.  Eastham,  MA  12  Oct  (RH). 

It  was  a relatively  slow  year  for  Blue  Gros- 
beak vagrants,  with  only  singles  at  Monhegan 
and  Block  I.  in  early  Oct  and  a total  of  11  in 
Massachusetts  8 Sep-27  Oct.  It  was  a good 
Syear  for  Indigo  Buntings  in  the  Concord,  NH 
area,  with  three  counts  of  50  or  more,  in- 
cluding 55  in  Penacook  13  Sep  (PH);  the  lat- 
est one  reported  was  in  Milton,  Norfolk,  MA 
24  Nov  (R  Peterson).  This  was  the  best  Dick- 
cissel  autumn  in  34  years  of  records  compiled 
by  these  editors:  over  120  were  tallied  20 
Aug-24  Nov,  with  a maximum  of  7 on  Mon- 
hegan 26  Sep  (B.  Schutsky).  A birder  in 
Northampton,  Hampshire,  MA  intercepted  a 
major  flight  of  1747  Bobolinks  26  Aug  (T. 
Gagnon),  significantly  higher  than  any  total 
published  in  these  pages  in  recent  years;  one 
at  Seapoint,  Kittery,  York,  ME  15  Nov  (E  Au- 
gusta) was  notably  tardy.  Rhode  Island  bird- 
ers encountered  more  than  usual  numbers  of 
Eastern  Meadowlarks,  including  a maximum 
of  25  in  Perryville,  S.  Kingstown  1 Nov  (fide 
RF).  Two  of  4 Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  were 
offshore  on  Star  I.,  Rockingham,  NH  4 Sep  (J. 
Picker,  tA.  Pike  et  al.)  and  Block  I.  30  Sep 
(DF);  the  mainland  finds  were  in  Middlebor- 
ough,  Plymouth  and  Concord,  MA.  The  num- 
ber of  Rusty  Blackbirds  reported  continues  its 
worrisome  trend,  with  only  three  counts  over 
100  (to  125)  submitted  by  Massachusetts 
birders.  A record  count  of  40+  Boat-tailed 
Crackles  was  made  at  their  traditional  Strat- 


ford, CT  roost  27  Aug  (FM). 

After  last  autumn’s  big  flight,  only  a handful 
of  Pine  Grosbeaks  reached  the  three  n.  states 
this  season.  Red  Crossbill  numbers  were  simi- 
larly low,  although  a few  reached  Massachu- 
setts. White-winged  Crossbills  on  the  other 
hand  staged  a major  incursion  to  and  through 
New  England.  The  first  flocks  appeared  as  far 
s.  as  Massachusetts  in  Aug,  topped  by  a count 
of  200  at  Penobscot,  Hancock,  ME  (22  Aug 
bird  alert,  exact  date  not  specified;  M.A.B.A.). 
They  were  reported  in  Connecticut  by  8 Sep, 
and  flocks  of  up  to  18  were  found  there  in 
Nov,  about  the  time  a flock  of  75  was  tallied  in 
Stoddard,  Cheshire,  NH  (L.  Tanino),  and  they 
became  “amazingly  abundant”  in  Maine  (DL). 
There  was  also  a modest  but  widespread  flight 
of  Common  Redpolls,  commencing  with  the 
first  2 on  Vinalhaven  1.,  ME  on  the  early  date 
of  20  Oct  (N.  Famous).  A few  had  reached 
Hartford,  CT  by  28  Nov  (P.  Cianfaglione). 
Record-breaking  numbers  of  Pine  Siskins 
moved  through  New  England  in  mid- 
Oct-Nov.  Flocks  of  several  hundred  were  reg- 
ular at  several  hawkwatches  and  other  obser- 
vation sites  such  as  Napatree  Pt.,  Westerly, 
Wflsliingtofi,  Rl,  where  4400  were  counted  10 
Nov  (CR).  To  the  west.  Lighthouse  Pt.  tallied 
5900  the  same  day  and  concluded  the  season 
with  an  astounding  23,400  (GH  et  al).  Amer- 
ican Goldfinches  were  also  numerous  as  mi- 
grants along  the  New  Hampshire  coast,  with 
an  unprecedented  tally  of  2531  at  Hampton  9 
Nov  (S&JM);  the  10  Nov  flight  at  Lighthouse 
Pt.  also  included  an  estimated  1800  goldfinch- 
es (GH  et  al). 
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Fall  2008  was  memorable  for  record 
rainfall  in  August  and  September, 
while  October  and  November  were  dri- 
er than  normal.  Tropical  Storm  Hanna 
brushed  the  Region  6-7  September,  bringing 
rain,  2 frigatebirds,  and  Sooty  and  Bridled 
Terns.  Substantial  incursions  of  White- 
winged Crossbills,  Pine  Siskins,  and  Ameri- 
can Goldfinches  appeared  later,  mostly  in  Oc- 
tober and  November. 

Though  the  season  was  lackluster  for  vol- 
ume of  both  terrestrial  and  aquatic  migrants, 
there  was  no  shortage  of  rarer  species.  Lesser 
Goldfinch  was  new  for  the  Region,  and  a 
member  of  the  Yellow  Wagtail  complex  was  a 
Regional  second.  While  numbers  of  most  mi- 
grant shorebirds  were  at  or  below  recent  aver- 
ages, a Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  and  Red- 
necked Stint  appeared  together  at  Jamaica 
Bay,  and  fair  numbers  of  Buff-breasted  Sand- 
pipers appeared  following  a record  fall  flight 
last  year.  Other  vagrants  of  note  included  two 
Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks,  four  frigate- 
birds,  a White-faced  Storm-Petrel,  Swallow- 
tailed and  Mississippi  Kites,  Swainson’s 
Hawk,  a California  Gull,  10  Selasphorus  hum- 
minghirds,  a Say’s  Phoebe,  yet  another  inun- 
dation of  Cave  Swallows,  a Northern 
Wheatear,  and  a Lark  Bunting. 

Abbreviations:  Amherst  S.P.  (Amherst,  Erie, 
NY);  Avalon  (Avalon  Seawatch,  Avalon,  Cape 
May,  NJ);  Batavia  (Batavia  W.T.P,  Genesee, 
NY);  Braddock  Bay  (Braddock  Bay  B.O., 
Rochester,  NY);  Brigantine  (Forsyth  N.W.R., 
Atlantic,  NJ);  Bishop  Road  Hawkwatch  (Rich- 
land, Oswego,  NY);  Bombay  Hook  (Bombay 
Hook  N.W.R.,  Kent,  DE);  Captree  (Captree 
S.P.,  Suffolk,  Long  1.,  NY);  Chazy  (Chazy  R. 
mouth,  L.  Champlain,  Clinton,  NY);  Democ- 
rat Pt.  (Fire  Island  Inlet,  s.  shore  of  Long  1., 
NY);  Derby  Hill  (Derby  Hill  Hawkwatch,  Os- 


wego, NY);  Fire  1.  (Robert  Moses  S.P,  Suffolk, 
Long  L,  NY);  Hamburg  (Hamburg  Hawk- 
watch, near  Buffalo,  NY);  Hamlin  Beach 
(Hamlin  Beach  S.P.,  near  Rochester,  NY); 
Howland  I.  (Howland  Island  W.M.A.,  Cayuga, 
NY);  Iroquois  (Iroquois  N.W.R.,  Gene- 
see/Orleans, NY)  Jamaica  Bay  (Jamaica  Bay 
W.R.,  Gateway  National  Park,  New  York 
City);  Jones  Beach  (Jones  Beach  S.P,  s.  shore 
of  Long  L,  NY);  Moriches  (Moriches  Bay  and 
Inlet,  Suffolk,  Long  I.,  NY);  Little  Creek,  (Lit- 
tle Creek  W.M.A.,  Kent,  DE);  Mannington 
(Mannington  Marsh,  Salem,  NJ);  Montauk 
(Montauk  Pt.,  Suffolk,  Long  I,,  NY);  Mon- 
tezuma (Montezuma  N.W.R.,  Seneca,  NY); 
Palmyra  Cove  (Burlington,  NJ);  Pike’s  Beach 
(Moriches  Bay,  Suffolk,  Long  I.,  NY);  Prime 
Hook  (Prime  Hook  N.W.R.,  Sussex,  DE);  Riis 
Oacob  Riis  Park,  Queens,  NYC);  Ripley  (Rip- 
ley Hawkwatch,  Chautauqua,  NY); 
Sagaponack  (Sagaponack  Pond,  Bridgehamp- 
ton.  Long  I.,  NY);  Sandy  Hook  (Sandy  Hook 
Unit/Gateway  National  Recreation  Area,  Mon- 
mouth, NJ);  Shinnecock  (Shinnecock  Bay  and 
Inlet,  Suffolk,  Long  1.,  NY);  Ted  Harvey  (Ted 
Harvey  C.A./Logan  Lane  Tract,  Kent,  DE); 
Tonawanda  (Tonawanda 
W.M.A.,  Genesee  and  Niaga- 
ra, NY). 

WATERFOWL 
THROUGH 
PELICANS 

Two  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  were  at  Prime  Hook 
N.W.R.,  Sussex  in  mid-Jun 
for  the  5th  state  record.  An- 
other was  seen  at  Thousand 
Acre  Marsh,  New  Castle,  DE 
15-20  Aug  (Lin  Just),  and 
one  visited  Silver  L.,  Sussex, 

DE  23  Nov+  (MG,  Calton 
Groff).  Twelve  Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  were 
found  in  the  Region,  includ- 
ing an  early  one  11  Aug  at 
Montezuma  (m.ob.).  Two  of 
the  Greenland  subspecies  flavirostris  were  at 
Hamlin  Beach  24  Oct-9  Nov  (DT,  RSp).  A 
Snow  Goose  in  the  Niagara  area  10  Sep 
(WW)  was  the  earliest  ever  there  in  fall; 
maxima  included  25,000  at  Prime  Hook  23 
Nov  (MG)  and  4590  at  Brigantine  25  Nov 
(GQ),  average  for  recent  years.  About  18 
Ross’s  Geese  reported  included  9 at  Mon- 
tezuma 24  Oct  (CW);  a high  Regional  total 
of  140  Cackling  Geese  included  a record 
flock  of  73  at  Hamlin  Beach  24  Oct  (DT). 
The  southbound  movement  of  Brant  peaked 
in  late  Oct,  with  6135  and  3450  at  Derby  Hill 
21  & 29  Oct  (BPu),  respectively,  281  at 


Hamlin  Beach  28  Oct  (RSp),  and  13,770  at 
Brigantine  30  Oct.  Two  Black  Brant  were 
found  in  Nov  at  the  now  traditional  sites  at 
Cape  May  and  South  Amboy  (A.  Laquidara, 
MO’B).  Three  Barnacle  Geese,  likely  all  re- 
turning birds,  were  at  JEK  Park,  Burlington, 
NJ  6 Oct  (V.  Koezurik),  Califon,  Hunterdon, 
NJ  29  Nov-i-  (m.ob.),  and  St.  Charles  Ceme- 
tery, Suffolk,  Long  1.  29-30  Nov  (B.  Fogarty  et 
al.).  Eighteen  hundred  Tundra  Swans  were  at 
Montezuma  15  Nov  (KCG),  and  350  were  at 
Brigantine  20  Nov  (SF).  The  New  York 
Trumpeter  Swan  population  continues  to 
grow  and  expand,  as  18  were  at  Montezuma 
15  Nov  (KCG),  and  a failed  nesting  attempt 
was  recorded  in  Chautauqua. 

Fifteen  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  found,  with 
a peak  of  6 at  Montezuma  24  Oct  (TJ).  Eleven 
hundred  Blue-winged  Teal  at  Brigantine  22 
Sep  (MW)  was  a substantial  count,  as  the 
maximum  for  New  Jersey  is  2000.  At  Brigan- 
tine, 2500  Northern  Pintails  and  5325  Green- 
winged Teal  were  counted  10  Nov  (MN,  I 
Davies),  also  significant  counts.  Six  thousand 
Ring-necked  Ducks  at  Montezuma  17  Oct 
(MJl,  TJ)  is  a near-record  concentration,  the 


highest  count  on  record  for  New  York  being 
8000.  Two  Common  Eiders  at  Cape  Hen- 
lopen,  DE  29  Sep  (BGP)  were  early,  and  1000 
at  Montauk  16  Nov  (SSM)  was  the  largest 
number  found  this  season.  A slightly  above- 
average  total  of  15  King  Eiders  included  a fe- 
male at  Hamlin  Beach  1 Nov  (RSp),  another 
at  Piermont,  Rockland,  NY  25-29  Nov  (M. 
Lester,  m.ob.),  6 counted  past  the  Avalon  Sea- 
watch  25  Oct+,  and  one  at  Indian  River  Inlet 
21-22  Nov  (FRo).  Twenty-three  Harlequin 
Ducks  were  at  their  regular  haunt  at  Barnegat 
Inlet  25  Nov  (GQ),  and  a single  one  was  at 
Fowler’s  Beach,  Sussex,  DE  27  Nov  (BGP). 


One  of  three  records  in  the  Hudson-Delaware  region  in  fall  2008,  this  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck  visited  Rehoboth  Beach,  Delaware  23  November  2008  (here)  and 
remained  into  spring  2009.  Photograph  by  Steve  Collins. 
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This  adult  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  at  Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge,  New  York  3-4  (here  4) 
August  2008  was  the  first  to  visit  this  site  since  1981.  Photograph  by  Doug  Gorhfeid. 


Avalon  Seawatch  peak  counts  of  29,017  Surf 
and  35,087  Black  Scoters  18  Oct  (SF)  were  a 
bit  above  average.  Long-tailed  Duck  migra- 
tion along  the  Great  Lakes  seems  to  peak  in 
late  Oct:  757  flew  past  Derby  Hill  29  Oct 
(BPu),  and  782  passed  Hamlin  Beach  30  Oct 
(RSp).  A Bufflehead  at  Noblewood  Park,  Es- 
sex, NY  23  Aug  (MDM)  was  record  early  for 
that  location.  The  only  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes 
reported  this  fall  were  single  males  at  Noble- 
wood  Park,  Essex,  NY  8 Nov  (MDM)  and  at 
Pt.  Breeze,  Orleans,  NY  26-27  Nov  (DT,JP).  A 
single  locality  count  of  596  Hooded  Mer- 
gansers at  Chautauqua  L.,  Chautauqua,  NY 
(]P,  DN)  illustrates  how  dramatically  that 
species  has  increased.  Seven  hundred  forty 
Common  Mergansers  were  at  Dorchester 
Park,  Broome,  NY  21  Nov  (MJI),  and  8000 
Red-breasted  Mergansers  were  along  the  West 
Lakeshore  near  Rochester  19  Nov  (KCG,  GL). 

An  ad.  Pacific  Loon  at  Long  Pt.,  Cayuga  L., 
Cayuga,  NY  1-2  Nov  was  well  photographed 
(Ryan  Douglas,  TJ).  A Pied-billed  Grebe  with 
3 chicks  at  Chatsworth,  Burlington,  NJ  24 
Aug  (Dave  Larsen)  was  rather  late  for  this 
uncommon  breeder,  and  2-3  Eared  Grebes 
were  at  their  regular  migration  stop  at  Batavia 
10  Sep-r  (m.ob.).  Single  Northern  Fulmars 
were  seen  from  shore,  where  rare,  24  Oct  at 
Fire  Island  Inlet  (Larry  Merryman)  and  1 
Nov  at  Montauk  (AB).  Pelagic  trips  went  out 
from  Belmar,  NJ  24  Aug  and  Lewes,  DE  16  & 
22-23  Aug  (PAG  et  al.).  The  24  Aug  Belmar 
trip  had  134  Cory’s  and  33  Greater  Shearwa- 
ters, and  Audubon’s  Shearwaters  were  seen 
on  all  three  trips:  3 out  of  Lewes  and  2 out  of 
Belmar.  The  only  Sooty  Shearwater  reported 
was  one  on  the  late  date  of  19  Oct  from  Smith 
Pt.,  Suffolk,  Long  1.  (CS).  A White-faced 
Storm-Petrel  was  photographed  in  Delaware 
waters  on  the  pelagic  trip  from  Lewes  22-23 
Aug  (PAG,  MF). 


An  imm.  Brown  Booby 
was  photographed  sitting 
on  a buoy  19  km  off  Here- 
ford Inlet,  NJ  14  Sep 
(MFr),  adding  to  the  in- 
creasing number  of 
records  for  this  species  in 
the  Northeast.  A large  sin- 
gle-day count  of  16,946 
Northern  Gannets  was 
made  at  Avalon  11  Nov 
(SF);  1000  were  at  Fire  1. 
1 Nov  (SSM);  and  5 were 
seen  on  L.  Ontario  1-14 
Nov.  An  American  White 
Pelican  that  appeared  at 
Brigantine  5 Jul  remained 
through  Aug  (m.ob.),  and 
another  was  seen  flying 
over  Manhattan,  NY  7 Sep  (TF).  Great  Cor- 
morants at  the  edges  of  their  distribution  in- 
cluded 2 at  Indian  River  Inlet  26  Oct-t-  (m.ob.) 
and  one  at  Hamlin  Beach  14  Nov  (AG,  RSp). 
Four  frigatebirds  were  seen,  2 of  these  unam- 
biguously ad.  male  Magnificents:  one  was  at 
Shinnecock  7 Sep  (AnW,  m.ob.)  and  a one  at 
Cayuga  L.  21  Sep  (TJ,  Sean  Billerman).  A juv. 
frigatebird  was  seen  at  the  Montclair  Hawk- 
watch  27  Oct  0-  Bosler);  another,  apparently 
an  ad.  female,  was  seen  at  Cape  May  8 Sep 
(Lesley  Coley,  JGu,  m.ob.).  The  birds  on  7-8 
Sep  likely  traveled  northward  with  Tropical 
Storm  Hanna,  but  the  others  were  not  defi- 
nitely storm-related  and  possibly  represent 
this  species’  increasing  tendency  to  wander 
northward,  even  rather  late  into  the  autumn. 

HERONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

An  astonishing  count  of  80  American  Bit- 
terns was  made  at  dawn  at  Cape  May  5 Oct, 
along  with  200  Green  Herons  and  300  Black- 
crowned  Night-Herons  (MO’B).  Peak  counts 
of  egrets  included  324  Greats  and  193 
Snowies  at  Bombay  Hook  15-16  Aug  0- 
Bosler,  K.  GrafO,  and  524  Greats  and  350 
Snowies  at  Brigantine  24  Aug  (Al  Martens, 
MH).  Seventeen  Little  Blue  and  19  Tricolored 
Herons  flew  by  the  Avalon  Seawatch  7 Oct 
(SF).  Thirteen  Cattle  Egrets  were  at  Bombay 
Hook  30  Aug  (WE);  a total  of  8 was  found  in 
New  Jersey;  and  others  were  seen  n.  to  Staten 
1.  1 Nov  (2  birds;  HF)  and  Long  1.  8 Sep-19 
Oct  (PJL,  SSM).  Following  a moderate  inva- 
sion during  the  summer,  5 imm.  White  Ibis 
were  found  15  Aug-13  Sep,  the  northern- 
most being  at  the  DeKorte  Park,  Bergen,  NJ 
26  Aug-13  Sep  (RD,  MBr,  m.ob.).  Peak 
counts  of  Glossy  Ibis  were  232  at  Bombay 
Hook  15  Aug  OBo)  and  132  at  Brigantine  21 
Aug  (Al  Martens),  and  a White-faced  Ibis  was 
at  Jamaica  Bay  16-19  Aug  (DGo,  SSM).  The 


northernmost  Black  Vultures  were  at  Perin-  il 
ton,  Monroe,  NY  14  Sep  (DT)  and  ' 

Williamsville,  Erie,  NY  13  Sep  (Richard  ■ 

Salembier);  a high  count  of  migrant  Turkey 
Vultures  was  1093  at  the  Bishop  Road  Hawk- 
watch  17  Oct.  Single  Swallow- tailed  Kites 
were  well  documented  at  Millsboro,  Sussex, 

DE  6 Sep  (Steve  Cardano),  Stokes  S.E,  Sussex, 

NJ  17  Sep  (Giselle  Smisko  et  a!.),  and  Cape  | 
May  4 Oct  (m.ob.),  and  up  to  2 Mississippi 
Kites  were  at  Cape  May  29  Sep-5  Oct  (Pat 
Sutton,  m.ob.).  The  weakness  of  the  fall  mi-  i 
gration  was  underscored  by  the  feeble  accip-  : 
iter  counts:  a peak  of  only  400  Sharp- 
shinneds  at  Cape  May  30  Sep  and  4 Oct 
(compare  the  maximum  day  count  there  of 
11,000  in  1977!)  and  150  Cooper’s  Hawks  | 
there  3 Oct  (DGo).  Thirty-seven  Northern  | 
Goshawks  were  reported,  a bit  above  the  past 
two  falls’  counts.  Thirty-three  Red-shoul-  ' 
dered  Hawks  passed  the  Ashland  Hawk- 
watch,  New  Castle,  DE  19  Nov  (Matt  Sileo), 
and  3318  Broad-winged  Hawks  were  over 
Merrill  Creek  Res.  18  Sep  (TV).  A year-old 
Swainson’s  Hawk  was  at  Cape  May  23-30  Sep 
(CJV  et  al.),  and  another,  a light-morph  ad., 
was  at  Cape  Henlopen  17  Oct  (FRo),  poten- 
tially a first  for  Delaware.  Six  hundred  thirty- 
four  Red-tailed  Hawks  at  Braddock  Bay  18  I 
Aug  illustrate  the  peculiar  early  fall  move-  ; 
ments  of  imms.  along  the  L.  Ontario 
lakeshore  (DT).  About  30  Rough-legged  , 
Hawks  were  reported  10  Oct+.  A one-day  to- 
tal of  36  Golden  Eagles  1 Nov  at  Franklin 
Mountain  Hawkwatch,  Delaware,  NY  is  in- 
dicative of  this  species’  continuing  increase; 
on  the  other  hand,  a maximum  count  of  300 
American  Kestrels  at  Cape  May  29  Sep  QGu) 
is  one-tenth  of  the  daily  totals  of  the  1980s. 

RAILS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Forty-five  Common  Moorhens  were  at  Mon- 
tezuma 6 Aug  (TL),  and  one  was  at  Braddock 
Bay  3 Oct  (KCG).  Higher  counts  of  our  ex- 
panding Sandhill  Crane  population  included 
44  at  the  Savannnah  Mucklands,  Wayne,  NY  i 
23-29  Nov  (AG  et  al.)  and  12  at  Husted  Land-  : 
ing,  Cumberland,  NJ  28  Nov  (James  Blumen-  ' 
stein).  Peak  counts  of  migrant  shorebirds 
were  mostly  below  average:  1240  Black-bel- 
lied Plovers  at  Brigantine  11  Oct  (MH);  3700 
Semipalmated  Plovers  at  Brigantine  4 Sep  ' 
(MH);  a 122  American  Golden-Plovers  at  | 
Cuylerville,  Livingston,  NY  17  Sep  (a  relative-  ^ 
ly  high  count  for  recent  years;  JK);  340  j 
Killdeer  at  East  Barre,  Orleans,  NY  23  Oct 
(DT);  450  American  Oystercatchers  at  Stone 
Harbor,  Cape  May,  NJ  24  Sep  (TL,  MJI);  475 
American  Avocets  at  Bombay  Hook  15  Aug 
QBo);  800  Greater  Yellowlegs  (including  15 
juvs.)  at  Brigantine  22  Oct  (TL);  326  Lesser  j 
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Yellowlegs  at  Bombay  Hook  15  Aug  OBo);  20 
Marbled  Godwits  at  Absecon,  Ocean,  NJ  16 
Nov  (JMcD);  200  Ruddy  Turnstones  at 
Barnegat  25  Nov  (GQ);  400  Red  Knots  at 
Stone  Harbor  8 Nov  (MN);  2500  Sanderlings 
at  Breezy  Pt.,  Queens,  NY  15  Aug  (KM); 
10,000  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  at  Brigan- 
tine 2 Aug  (WK);  400  Western  Sandpipers  at 
Stone  Harbor  7 Sep  (MO’B);  and  10,000  Dun- 
lins at  Brigantine  17  Nov  O^u).  Many  of 
these  counts  were  entered  into  eBird. 

The  Regional  total  of  10  Hudsonian  God- 
wits  was  low,  but  a flock  of  5 at  Montezuma 
28  Aug  (Mike  Powers)  was  notable,  as  was 
one  on  the  late  date  of  29  Nov  at  Brigantine 
(TBa  et  al).  Single  ad.  Red-necked  Stints 
were  at  Jamaica  Bay  1-4  Aug  (DGo,  RJ,  SB 
m.ob.)  and  Cape  May  30  Aug  (RC  et  al); 
there  are  now  about  13  Regional  records,  all 
of  ads.  in  alternate  plumage  and  all  during  fall 
migration.  There  was  a rather  low  Regional 
total  of  30  Baird’s  Sandpipers,  and  higher 
counts  of  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  just  70  at 
Montezuma  5 Oct  (TJ)  and  30  at  Cape  May  7 
Sep  (CJV).  An  ad.  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper 
was  at  Jamaica  Bay  3-4  Aug  (TWB,  GB,  DGo, 
RJK  et  al.)  for  a 5th  Regional  record  and  the 
2nd  for  Jamaica  Bay.  A Curlew  Sandpiper  at 
Chazy,  Clinton,  NY  (BK,  CM)  furnishes  only 
the  3rd  inland  record  for  New  York,  while  one 
at  Bombay  Hook  17  Aug  (David  Wilton)  was 
a bit  more  expected.  One  hundred  ninety-five 
Stilt  Sandpipers  at  Bombay  Hook  6 Aug  QBo) 
and  60+  at  Brigantine  30  Aug  (TB)  were 
rather  low  peaks.  A total  of  about  50  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  was  found;  this  was  less 
than  half  the  record  total  found  last  fall  but 
still  above  average  for  the  Region.  Larger 
flocks  were  12  at  the  Johnson  Sod  Farms, 
Cumberland,  NJ  7 Sep  OMcD),  10  at  Santa  Fe 
Way,  Middlesex,  NJ  14  Sep  (V  Koczurik),  and 
7 at  Brigantine  30  Aug  0-  Workman).  The 
only  Ruff  was  one  at  Brigantine  1-8  Oct 
(MO’B  et  al).  Short-billed  Dowitchers  peaked 
in  early  Aug,  with  1268  at  Brigantine  4 Aug 
(MH)  and  1375  at  Jamaica  Bay  1 Aug  (DGo). 
A juv.  Long-billed  Dowitcher  at  Jamaica  Bay  2 
Sep  (RJK)  was  at  the  early  end  of  their  normal 
occurrence.  Ten  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  were 
found  at  the  coast,  and  one  was  inland  at 
Marten’s  Tract,  Wayne,  NY  6 Oct  (E  Morlock). 
Small  groups  (10  or  fewer)  of  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  were  seen  on  the  pelagic  trips,  5 
were  at  Brigantine  throughout  Aug,  and  about 
10  were  seen  in  upstate  New  York.  The  only 
Red  Phalaropes  reported  were  singles  at  Buf- 
falo 28-29  Oct  QP  et  ah)  and  Hamlin  Beach 
30  Oct  (RSp). 

A juv.  Black-legged  Kittiwake  at  Mecox  14 
Sep  (John  Shemilt)  was  a bit  early,  and  2 were 
seen  along  the  L.  Ontario  shoreline  in  Nov. 


About  20  Little  Gulls  included  3 migrants 
past  Derby  Hill;  a rather  low  total  of  6 Black- 
headed Gulls  included  one  at  Noblewood 
Park,  Essex,  NY  26  Aug  (MDM).  There  were 
25,000  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  on  the  Niagara  R.  16 
Nov  (RSp)  and  1400  at  Manasquan  Inlet  17 
Nov  (SB).  About  10,000  Laughing  Gulls  were 
at  Montauk  2 Nov  (PJL,  SSM).  Two  first-cycle 
Franklin’s  Gulls  were  at  Braddock  Bay  30  Sep 
(GL),  and  another,  also  a first-cycle  bird,  was 
at  Montauk  16  Nov  (AnW).  A second-cycle 
California  Gull  was  at  Niagara  23-30  Nov 
(WD’A,  BPo  et  al),  where  they  have  been  ap- 
pearing almost  annually  since  1990.  There 
were  22  Iceland  and  5 Glaucous  Gulls  report- 
ed, one  of  the  latter  at  Brigantine  through  the 
summer  until  14  Aug  (MW  et  al).  One  hun- 
dred fifty-five  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  at 
Merrill  Creek  Res.,  Watren,  NJ  13  Sep  (TV) 
probably  included  both  migrants  and  sum- 
mering birds;  21  at  Cape  May  were  present 
May-7  Aug  (CJV).  Three 
juv.  Sabine’s  Gulls  were  in 
the  Niagara  area  27  Oct-9 
Nov;  one  was  at  Noble- 
wood  Park,  Essex,  NY  6 
Sep  (MM);  and  another 
was  at  Braddock  Bay  29 
Nov  (KCG). 

Two  Sooty  Terns  were 
at  Cape  May  6-7  Sep  (VE) 
and  another  on  Broadkill 
Beach  Rd.,  Sussex,  DE  6 
Sep  (ES),  associated  with 
Tropical  Storm  Hanna. 

Single  Bridled  Terns  were 
also  seen  7 Sep  at  Cape 
May  (KL)  and  Democrat 
Pt.  (DEu).  Non-storm  re- 
lated Bridleds  included 
one  off  Belmar  16-17  Aug 
and  3 off  Lewes  24  Aug 
(PAG  et  al.).  A juv.  Gull- 
billed Tern  at  Mecox  15- 
27  Sep  (HM  et  al.)  was 
consistent  with  recent 
eastward  dispersal,  and 
67  were  counted  at  their  traditional  inland 
haunt  at  Chatsworth,  Burlington,  NJ  (TB). 
Seventy  Black  Terns  were  at  Montauk  7 Sep 
(PJL,  SSM),  probably  somewhat  influenced  by 
Hanna,  but  there  have  been  increasing  num- 
bers in  the  past  few  years.  Similarly,  150 
Roseate  Terns  were  at  Montauk  7 Sep,  and 
one  was  there  as  late  as  28  Sep  (PJL,  SSM). 
Eleven  hundred  Forster’s  Terns  were  at  Cape 
May  4 Oct;  3 were  in  the  Oneida  Lake  Basin; 
and  5 were  at  Hamlin  Beach,  the  latest  of 
these  5 Oct  (RSp,  BPu).  A juv.  Arctic  Tern  was 
seen  at  Hamlin  Beach  7 Sep  (WS,  DT),  possi- 
bly displaced,  or  forced  down,  by  Hanna. 


There  is  only  one  other  fall  record  of  Arctic 
Tern  from  inland  New  York,  in  Nov  1989. 
Eighty-seven  Royal  Terns  were  at  Pike’s  Beach 
7 Sep,  and  single  Sandwich  Terns  were  at 
Cape  May  22  Sep  (Glen  Davis)  and  Avalon  1 
Oct  (CW).  Larger  concentrations  of  Black 
Skimmers  were  1062  at  Cape  May  17  Sep 
(MH)  and  720  at  Breezy  Pt.,  Queens,  NY  17 
Aug  (KM).  Eight  Pomarine  Jaegers  were 
found,  including  4 from  Derby  Hill  and  Ham- 
lin Beach  through  16  Nov,  and  30  Parasitics 
included  8 inland  birds  through  22  Nov.  Nine 
unidentified  jaegers  were  seen  from  Derby 
Hill  6 Sep.  A juv.  Long-tailedjaeger  was  close- 
ly watched  by  many  at  Cape  May  28  Aug  as  it 
chased  Least  Terns  and  a Great  Black-backed 
Gull  (CJV  et  al);  2 were  seen  on  the  Belmar 
pelagic  24  Aug  (PAG  et  al);  and  4 singles 
were  seen  from  Hamlin  Beach  12  Aug-4  Sep 
(RSp,  DS).  A Thick-billed  Murre  was  seen  at 
Cape  May  7 Nov  (L.  Kenny,  TL,  Bob  Eogg). 


DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A Eurasian  Collared-Dove  was  at  Cape  May 
27  Sep  (KL,  SG),  and  another  was  at  Parma, 
Monroe,  NY  1 Sep-16  Nov  (DT  et  al).  The 
species  has  been  slow  to  expand  northward 
along  the  East  Coast.  Two  White-winged 
Doves  at  a feeder  in  Cape  May  28  Sep  (Bev 
Linn)  were  the  only  ones  reported.  A count  of 
75  Monk  Parakeets  in  the  Greenwood  Ceme- 
tery, Brooklyn,  NY  28  Nov  suggests  that  the 
population  there  may  be  growing.  The  begin- 
ning of  a Snowy  Owl  incursion  was  evident; 
35  were  reported,  as  far  s.  as  Liberty  Park, 
Hudson,  NY  and  Staten  1.,  the  latter  on  the 


Unexpected  in  late  autumn  in  the  Hudson-Delaware  region,  this  Least  Flycatcher  was 
carefully  identified  at  Mount  Loretto,  Staten  Island,  New  York  15-18  (here  16)  November 
2008.  Photograph  by  Scott  Whittle. 
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Another  mid-continental  species  increasingly  reported  in  extralimital  settings  in  recent  years  is  Lark  Bunting,  here  at  Fire  Is- 
land, New  York  17-22  (here  16)  September  2008.  Photograph  byShaiMitra. 


early  date  of  13  Oct  (Cliff  Hagen).  Six  Long- 
eared Owls  were  reported  from  12  Oct-r,  and 
a Regional  total  of  31  Short-eared  Owls  in- 
cluded 16  at  Cape  Vincent,  St.  Lawrence,  NY 
28  Nov,  6 at  DeKorte  Park,  Bergen,  NJ  29  Nov 
(RD),  and  7 at  Van  Dyne  Spoor  Rd.,  Wayne, 
NY  29  Nov  (Leona  Lauster).  The  largest 
counts  of  Common  Nighthawks  were  48  at 
Cape  May  16  Sep  OGu)  and  40  at  Passaic  16 
Sep  (MBr),  highlighting  a serious  decline. 
High  counts  of  Chimney  Swifts  were  740  at 
York,  Monroe,  NY  1 Sep  (JK)  and  504  in  Or- 
leans, NY  12  Sep  (C.  Morien).  A Ruby-throat- 
ed Hummingbird  at  Orchard  Park,  Erie,  NY  7 
Nov  was  the  latest  ever  for  that  locality 
(Kathy  Kroldart,  m.ob.),  and  other  late  dehn- 
itive  Ruby-throateds  were  at  Cape  May  8 & 
22  Nov  (RC,  KL  et  ah).  Ten  Selasphoms  hum- 
mingbirds were  reported  in  the  Region,  3 of 
these  captured  and  identihed  as  Rufous  (RRV, 
TB  et  ah).  One  Rufous/Allens  was  at  North- 
port,  Suffolk,  Long  1.  9-11  Nov  (Norm  Klein, 
m.ob.),  and  the  rest  were  in  Newjersey  where 
one  was  a flyby  at  Cape  May  14  Aug  (T.  Reed) 
and  the  rest  were  at  feeders  3 Nov-r.  Red-bel- 
lied Woodpeckers  were  unusually  far  n.  at  Ft. 
Drum,  Jefferson,  NY  OSB)  and  Chazy,  Clinton 
20  Nov-i-  (Donna  Fletcher).  Twenty  Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsuckers  were  at  Cape  May  on  both 
30  Sep  and  6 Oct  (CJV,  JGu),  and  high  counts 
of  Northern  Flickers  were  all  rather  low:  590 
at  Cape  May  30  Sep  (SG  et  al.)  and  200  at  Fire 
1.  5 Oct  (SSM). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
WAXWINGS 

Thirteen  Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers  were 
banded  at  Braddock  Bay  1-16  Sep,  and  4 Aca- 


dian Flycatchers  were  at  Bombay  Hook  16 
Aug  (KG).  Ten  Alder  Flycatchers  were  seen  2 
Aug  along  French  Rd.,  Lewis,  NY  (T.  Magari- 
an).  A Say’s  Phoebe  was  reported  22  Oct  at 
Batavia  (Brad  Carlson)  for  about  a 30th  Re- 
gional record.  Only  2 Ash-throated  Flycatch- 
ers were  reported,  both  on  29  Nov,  following  a 
record  total  last  fall.  One  was  at  Cape  May 
(Lin  & Jim  Thist),  the  other  at  Thompson 
Park,  Monmouth,  NJ  (Wendy  & Stuart 
Malmid,  L.  Mack  et  al).  An  ad.  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  was  at  Shawangunk  Grasslands, 
Ulster,  NY  17  Aug  (RG,  Alison  van  Keuren), 
and  another,  an  ad.  male,  was  at  Moravia, 
Cayuga,  NY  (TL,  m.ob.).  Only  4 Western 
Kingbirds  were  found  17  Aug-5  Oct,  all  at  the 
coast.  About  28  Northern  Shrikes  were  found 
14  Oct-r,  with  one  s.  to  CumbcrlaruJ,  NJ  16 
Nov  (KJ).  A White-eyed  Vireos  in  Wilson,  Ni- 
agara, NY  24-28  Oct  (WD’A,  BPo)  was  far 
north.  Philadelphia  Vireos  seemed  especially 
common  this  fall,  especially  in  contrast  to  the 
generally  poor  passerine  flight:  higher  counts 
were  7 each  at  Ripley,  Chautauqua,  NY  and 
Howland  L,  Cayuga,  NY  13  Sep  OR  BPu),  plus 
several  coastal  counts  of  3-4  birds  per  locality. 
The  only  sizeable  Blue  Jay  flight  reported  was 
of  a (low)  1074  at  Bishop  Road  Hawkwatch  23 
Sep  (BPu),  and  5200  American  Crows  were 


counted  at  the  same  place  1 Nov  (BPu).  Eight 
Common  Ravens  were  found  outside  their 
current  breeding  range  in  Erie,  Chautauqua, 
and  Genesee,  NY  27  Sep-6  Nov,  and  2 or  more 
birds  were  present  most  of  the  fall  at  Staten  L, 
NY  (HF,  SW  et  al.),  where  very  rare. 

Five  hundred  or  more  Purple  Martins 
congregated  at  one  of  their  traditional  sites 
at  Chatsworth,  Burlington,  NJ  17  Aug  (TB), 
and  204  passed  the  Ripley  Hawkwatch  7 Sep 
OP).  No  longer  unusual,  about  300  total 
Cave  Swallows  were  noted  22  Oct-18  Nov, 
peaking  at  200  at  Cape  May  16-17  Nov 
(MO’B  et  al.).  Three  reports  were  made  3 
Nov — one  at  Cape  May,  14-22  in  the  Niaga- 
ra area  (WD’A),  and  13  at  Hamlin  Beach 
(RSp  et  al.) — and  three  reports  11  Nov:  50  at 
Cape  May  (CJV),  8 at  Breezy  Pt.,  Queens, 
NY  (DGo),  and  7 at  Fairhaven,  Cayuga,  NY 
(BPu).  Some  37  were  recorded  in  Delaware 
8-14  Nov  (FR,  BGR  FRo,  ES).  Ten  Sedge 
Wrens  included  7 at  Fort  Drum,  Jefferson, 
NY  (where  they  nest)  8 Sep  QSB)  and  singles 
at  Cumberland  Head,  Clinton,  NY  22  Aug 
(BK),  Hogan  Pt.,  Greece,  Monroe,  NY  1 
Sep-14  Oct  (m.ob.),  and  Higbee  Beach, 
Cape  May  throughout  Nov  (BF).  Sixty  Gold- 
en-crowned Kinglets  were  at  Fire  1.  11  Oct 
(SSM),  and  a Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  was  late 
at  Fredonia,  Chautauqua,  NY  29  Oct  Ooanne 
Goetz).  Three  Northern  Wheatears  were 
found:  one  at  Cape  May  19-25  Sep  (MO’B, 
AH  et  al.),  one  on  Garret  Mt.  3 Oct  (MBr  et 
al.),  and  another  in  a Lowville,  St.  Lawrence, 
NY  yard  15  Oct  (T.  Magarian,  m.ob.).  Twen- 
ty-one Veeries  were  in  Central  Park  8 Sep 
QBa,  CW),  20  were  heard  overhead  at  night 
16  Sep  in  Tompkins,  NY  (KR),  and  16  were 
seen  at  Jones  Beach  8 Sep  (Ken  & Sue 
Feustel).  Counts  of  migrant  thrushes  sug- 
gest a proportional  increase  of  Gray- 
cheekeds:  10  were  seen  13  Sep-18  Oct  in  St. 
Lawrence,  NY;  10  were  heard  overhead  at 
night  in  Tompkins,  NY  5 Oct  (KR);  and  65 
were  banded  at  Braddock  Bay  16-30  Sep. 
Twenty-one  Bicknell’s  Thrushes  were  also 
banded  at  Braddock  Bay  13-30  Sep,  and  tbe 
totals  for  Swainson’s  Thrushes  banded  there 
were  86  in  Sep  and  6 in  Oct.  In  addition,  62 
Swainson’s  were  heard  at  Tonawonda  15  Sep 
(Paul  Hess)  and  100  on  the  same  night  in 
Tompkins,  NY  (KR);  40  Wood  Thrushes 


^ A A member  of  the  Yellow  Wagtail  complex  discovered  at  Plum  Beach,  Brooklyn,  NY  7 Sep  (ph.  DGo),  a young  bird, 
represents  the  3rd  record  for  any  member  of  this  complex  in  e.  North  America,  there  being  sight  records  from  Ala- 
bama 29  Sep  2003  and  Clinton,  NY  13  Sep  2005  (not  acc.).  The  complex  has  recently  been  split  by  the  American  Ornitholo- 
gists' Union  into  Yellow  Wagtail  [Motacilla  flam)  and  Eastern  Yellow  Wagtail  (M.  tschutschensis).  The  two  species,  or  groups, 
may  not  be  distinguishable  in  juvenal  and  first-winter  plumages,  but  tschutschensis  does  tend  to  be  less  yellowish  than,  and 
to  lack  the  whitish  malar  streak  of,  many  flava,  and  the  Plum  Beach  bird  resembled  tschutschensis  in  these  respects. 
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were  also  heard  over  Tompkins,  NY  that 
night  (KR).  The  largest  total  of  American 
Robins  was  a feeble  2050  at  Fire  I.  17  Nov 
(SSM).  Six  Bohemian  Waxwings  were  a faint 
echo  of  last  winter’s  flight:  one  was  at  Aus- 
able  Pt.,  Clinton,  NY  19  Nov  (BK),  3 were  at 
Hamlin  Beach  24  Nov  (DT),  one  was  at  Du- 
rand-Eastman,  Monroe,  NY  25  Nov  (K. 
Frisch),  and  another  was  at  Lakeside  Beach, 
Orleans,  NY  29  Nov  (CW). 

WARBLERS 

Ten  Golden-winged  Warblers  were  found  at 
coastal  locations  5 Aug-19  Sep,  and  a Brew- 
ster’s Warbler  was  at  Cape  May  4 Oct  Qoyce 
Harden).  Numbers  of  migrant  passerines 
were  low,  so  the  warbler  counts  that  follow 
should  be  interpreted  in  that  light.  Ten 
Nashvilles  were  at  Dreier-Offerman  Park, 
Brooklyn,  NY  4 Oct  (AlW),  and  15  were  at  Al- 
ley Pond  Park,  Queens,  NY  5 Oct  (Corey  Fin- 
ger). Twenty-five  Northern  Parulas  were  in 
Prospect  Park  19  & 28  Sep  (DGo,  BG),  and 
45  Yellow  Warblers  were  at  Braddock  Bay  13 
Aug  (GL).  On  16  Sep,  60  Magnolia  Warblers 
were  banded  at  Braddock  Bay,  and  40  were 
seen  in  Central  Park  (DA).  Twenty-two  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warblers  were  in  Westchester  6 
Oct  and  25  Black-throated  Green  Warblers 
there  16  Sep  (both  Evan  Edelbaum).  Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler  counts  were  very  low:  peaks 
were  250  at  Fire  I.  12  Oct  (SSM)  and  350  at 
Plum  Beach  17  Oct  (DGo).  A Black-throated 
Gray  Warbler  was  seen  by  many  at  Central 
Park  21  Sep  (David  Speiser,  Cal  Vornberger, 
m.ob.)  for  about  a 30th  Regional  record.  A 
Yellow-throated  Warbler  at  Fort  Tilden, 
Queens,  NY  4 Oct  (SA)  was  the  only  one  re- 
ported this  fall.  One  hundred  Palm  Warblers 
at  Dreier-Offerman  Park  18  Oct  and  35  Black- 
poll  Warblers  at  Owls  Head  Park,  Brooklyn, 
NY  (AlW)  were  characteristically  modest  to- 
tals for  the  fall,  but  50  Blackpolls  at  Arm- 
strong Mt.,  Essex,  NY  21  Sep  (Diane  Demers) 
made  a local  record.  Two  Cerulean  Warblers 
were  seen  in  upstate  New  York,  2 & 13  Sep 
(KCG;  R.  Douglas),  and  one  was  at  Prime 
Hook  21  Sep  (BGP).  Fifty  American  Redstarts 
were  at  Prospect  Park  27  Aug,  52  at  Central 
Park  8 Sep  (AlW,  JBa,  CW),  and  450+  at  Cape 
May  17  Aug  (SG  et  al).  A Prothonotary  War- 
bler at  Montauk  13  Sep  (HM)  was  the  only 
one  reported,  and  about  10  Worm-eating 
Warblers  were  in  the  New  York  City  area  15 
Aug-12  Sep.  A Louisiana  Waterthrush  was  at 
Chestnut  Ridge  Park,  Erie,  NY  9 Aug  MMo). 
Nineteen  Connecticut  Warblers  were  found  1 
Sep-13  Oct  and  27  Mourning  Warblers  2 
Aug-29  Sep.  Single  Kentucky  Warblers  were 
in  Central  Park  20  Aug  Qack  Meyer  et  al.) 
and  Staten  1.  11  Oct  (TPW). 


TAIAGERS THROUGH  DICKOSSEL 

Five  Summer  Tanagers  were  reported  n.  of 
known  breeding  areas,  including  one  at  Buffa- 
lo, Erie  on  the  late  date  of  11  Nov  (Darrell 
Stevens).  A Western  Tanager  was  at  Higbee 
Beach,  Cape  May  1 Nov  (Bob  Fogg,  S.  Ziegler, 
J.  Kerr).  Two  thousand  Chipping  Sparrows  at 
Greenwoood  Cemetery,  Brooklyn,  NY  29  Oct 
(RJ)  was  a substantial  aggregation,  and  about 
25  total  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  found  1 1 
Aug-27  Nov.  About  18  Lark  Sparrows  were 
found,  all  but  2 on  the  coast,  near  average  for 
recent  autumns.  A Lark  Bunting  was  at  Fire  1. 
17-22  Sep  (DFu,  m.ob.),  adding  to  an  in- 
creasing number  of  recent  records  following 
their  relative  scarcity  in  the  1980s-1990s.  A 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  was  at  Higbee  Beach, 
Cape  May  24  Oct  (Gunnar  Numme),  and  sin- 
gle Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  were  at  Plum  Beach 
(DGo  et  al.)  and  Sandy  Hook  (SB),  both  8 
Oct.  The  migration  of  White-throated  Spar- 
rows was  abysmally  weak,  with  peak  counts 
of  200  at  Staten  I.  11  Oct  (HF)  and  40  at  Fire 
I.  5 Oct  (SSM);  oddly,  extremely  early  mi- 
grants were  at  Staten  1.  9-14  Aug  (RRV)  and  at 
St.  Jones  River,  Kent,  DE  12  Aug  (Karen  Ben- 
nett). A Harris’s  Sparrow  was  at  Brandywine 
Creek  S.P.,  New  Castle,  DE  11  Oct-7  Nov 
(APE  et  al.)  for  a 3rd  Delaware  and  about 
65th  Regional  record.  Nine  Blue  Grosbeaks 
were  found  on  Long  I.  and  in  New  York  City 
6 Sep-16  Oct,  a low  total  by  recent  standards, 
and  a female  Painted  Bunting  was  at  Cape 
May  27  Oct  (jerry  Dewaghe  et  al.).  About  20 
Dickcissels  were  found  at  the  coast,  a below- 
average  count. 

BLACKBIRDS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Twelve  hundred  Bobolinks  were  at  Montezu- 
ma 19  Aug  (TL),  and  235,000  Red-winged 
Blackbirds  were  there  11  Aug  QBa,  CW). 
There  were  3 Yellow-headed  Blackbirds:  sin- 
gles at  Cape  May  20  Aug  and  29  Sep  (m.ob.) 
and  one  at  Montauk  22-24  Sep  (Vicki  Busta- 
mente).  Larger  flocks  of  the  declining  Rusty 
Blackbird  included  270  at  Potsdam,  St. 
Lawrence,  NY  and  250  at  Upper  and  Lower 
Lakes  W.M.A.,  St  Lawrence,  NY  22  Oct  OSB). 
Eight  Baltimore  Orioles  at  Cape  May  22  Nov 
(m.ob.)  was  late  for  so  many. 

“Winter  finches”  irrupted  widely  through 
the  season,  especially  White-winged  Cross- 
bills, Pine  Siskins,  and  American  Goldfinch- 
es. Six  Pine  Grosbeaks  were  at  Upper  and 
Lower  Lakes  W.M.A.,  St.  Lawrence,  NY  11 
Nov  QSB),  and  6 others  were  seen  in  upstate 
New  York  in  late  Nov.  About  50  Red  Cross- 
bills were  seen  in  upstate  New  York  in  Nov, 
but  White-winged  Crossbills  made  big  news: 
about  4500  were  found  in  New  York.  In  the 
period  3-8  Nov,  about  2500  were  found  in  the 


Tug  Hill  area,  with  a maximum  of  1660  at 
Martinsburg,  Lewis,  NY  3 Nov  (TM).  Nesting 
was  suspected  in  the  Tug  Hill  area  during  the 
fall.  Later  in  the  month,  maxima  included 
1785  at  Hamlin  Beach  24  Nov  (DT),  300  at 
Schroeppel,  Oswego,  NY  (BPu),  250  in 
Chenango,  NY  28  Nov,  and  250  in  the  Niaga- 
ra area  3 Nov+.  About  30  birds  made  it  to 
Long  1.  18  Oct+.  These  are  some  of  the  largest 
counts  ever  recorded  in  most  of  these  report- 
ing regions  of  New  York.  Only  a few  Com- 
mon Redpolls  were  found,  the  largest  flock 
being  25  at  Canton,  St.  Lawrence,  NY  OSB). 
Unlike  the  crossbills,  a major  movement  of 
Pine  Siskins  that  materialized  around  L.  On- 
tario in  Oct  quickly  extended  southward  to 
Long  I.  by  Nov.  About  2500  passed  Hamlin 
Beach  24  Nov  (DT),  1000  were  in  the  Niaga- 
ra area  6 Oct+  (MMo),  and  a record-breaking 
6520  were  counted  flying  over  Fire  1.  10  Nov 
(PJL,  SSM).  American  Goldfinches  also 
staged  a major  southward  movement:  maxi- 
mum counts  were  4000  at  Fire  1.  18  Nov 
(PJL,  SSM),  3320  at  Fort  Tilden,  Queens,  NY 
16  Nov  (KM),  and  1420  at  Derby  Hill  5 Nov 
(BPu).  A first  for  the  Region,  and  one  of  few 
recorded  in  the  East,  a black-backed  male 
Lesser  Goldfinch  attended  a feeder  in  Wilm- 
ington, New  Castle,  DE  3 Aug  (Maria  Mc- 
Crutcheon  et  al.);  the  species  is  expanding  its 
breeding  range,  with  vagrants  recorded  in 
Pennsylvania,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  and 
Maine.  Fourteen  Evening  Grosbeaks  were  at 
Ohio,  Herkimer,  NY  6 Aug  (BPu). 

Observers  (subregional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): Deborah  Allen  (Central  Park),  Seth 
Ausubel,  Andy  Baldelli,  Scott  Barnes  (North 
Coast  Region,  NJ:  P.O.  Box  553,  Ft.  Hancock, 
NJ  07732),  Tom  Bailey,  Jessie  Barry,  Gail  Ben- 
son, Shane  Blodgett,  Michael  Bochnik  (Hud- 
son-Delaware,  NY:  86  Empire  St.,  Yonkers, 
NY  10704),  Jeffrey  S.  Bolsinger  (St. 
Lawrence  region,  NY,  98  State  St.,  Canton, 
NY  13617),  Justin  Bosler,  Tom  Boyle  (TBo), 
Michael  Britt,  Tom  Brown,  Thomas  W. 
Burke  (New  York  Rare  Bird  Alert),  Barbara 
Butler  (Dutchess  County,  NY),  Judy 
Cinquina,  Richard  Crossley  Willie  D’Anna, 
Ray  Duffy,  Vince  Elia  (South  Coast  and 
Delaware  Bay  Regions,  NJ:  CMBO  R&E  Cen- 
ter, 600  Rte  47  North,  Cape  May  Court- 
house, NJ  08120),  Walter  Ellison,  Andrew  R 
Ednie,  Ken  Feustel,  Tom  Fiore,  Howie  Fisch- 
er, Sean  Fitzgerald,  Brendan  Fogarty,  M. 
Frail,  Valerie  Freer,  Don  Freiday  (Cape 
May),  Mike  Fritz,  Doug  Futuyma,  Sam  Gal- 
ick,  Mark  Garland,  Dick  Gershon  (NYC 
Parks),  John  Gluth  QGl),  Bob  Gochfeld, 
Doug  Gochfeld,  Kevin  C.  Griffith  (Genesee 
Region,  NY:  61  Grandview  Lane,  Rochester, 
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NY  14612),  Jason  Guerarcl,  Paul  A.  Guris, 
Andy  Guthrie,  Rich  Guthrie,  Mary  Harper, 
Bill  Hubick,  Marshall  J.  Iliff,  Rob  Jett,  Karen 
Johnson,  Tom  Johnson,  William  Keim,  J. 
Kimball,  Bill  Krueger,  Robert  J.  Kurtz,  Laurie 
Larson  (New  Jersey),  Greg  Lawrence,  Tim 
Lenz,  Tony  Leukering,  Patricia  J.  Lindsay 
(Long  1.  and  New  York  City;  PO.  Box  142, 
Brightwaters,  NY  11718),  Karl  Lukens, 
Theodore  Mack,  J.  McDevit,  Hugh  McGui- 
ness  (Eastern  Long  1.,  NY:  RO.  Box  3005, 
Southampton,  NY  11969),  Matthew  D. 
Medler,  Keith  Michael,  Charles  Mitchell, 
Shai  S.  Mitra  (Long  1.  and  New  York  City; 
P.O.  Box  142,  Brightwaters,  NY  11718), 
Mike  Morgante  (MMo)  (Niagara  Frontier  re- 


gion, NY:  59  Briar  Hill  Road,  Orchard  Park, 
NY  14127),  L .J.  Myers,  Dave  Neveu, 
Michael  Newlon,  Michael  O’Brien,  Sean 
O’Brien,  Jim  Osterlund,  Bill  Ostrander  (Fin- 
ger Lakes  region,  NY:  80  Westmont  Ave., 
Elmira,  NY  14904),  Jim  Pawlicki,  Bruce  G. 
Peterjohn,  John  M.  C.  Peterson  (Adiron- 
dack-Champlain  region,  NY:  477  County 
Rte.  8,  Elizabethtown,  NY  12932),  Betsy  Pot- 
ter, Bill  Purcell  (BPu)  (Oneida  Lake  Basin, 
NY:  281  Baum  Road,  Hastings,  NY  13076), 
Gallus  Quigley,  Tom  Reed,  Ken  Rosenberg, 
Forrest  Rowland,  Karen  Rubinstein,  Barbara 
Rubinstein,  Richard  Salembier,  Dominic 
Sherony,  Ed  Sigda,  Andrew  Sigerson,  Robert 
& Susan  Spahn  (RSp)  (Genesee  Ornitholog- 
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Fall  temperatures  averaged  near  normal 
for  the  season,  though  September  and 
the  hrst  half  of  November  were  warmer, 
and  a sharp  change  to  much  colder  conditions 
occurred  in  mid-November  that  persisted 
through  the  season’s  end.  Precipitation  deficits 
generally  decreased  across  the  Region  during 
the  autumn.  The  remnants  of  Tropical  Storm 
Fay  brought  beneficial  rainfall  to  many  areas 
26-28  August.  Tropical  Storm  Flanna  quickly 
swept  across  the  Region  on  5-6  September, 
with  an  asymmetrical  rainfall  pattern:  most  of 
the  precipitation  fell  on  the  storm’s  western 
side,  west  of  Chesapeake  Bay  in  Virginia,  in 
Northern  Virginia  (where  20  cm  fell),  and 
across  the  eastern  half  of  Maryland.  A coastal 
northeaster  25-28  September  delivered  much- 
needed  rain  across  a wide  area. 

Two  of  the  rarest  birds  ever  recorded  in  the 
Region — a Terek  Sandpiper  and  a Great  Egret 
of  one  of  the  Old  World  subspecies — were 
documented  in  Virginia  this  season,  along 


with  several  rare  westerners  with 
only  a few  previous  reports  (West- 
ern Meadowlark,  Calliope  Hum- 
mingbirds) and  a continentally  un- 
precedented montane  Brown  Booby 
at  Claytor  Lake  in  Pulaski  County, 
Virginia,  a site  that  also  hosted 
Wood  Stork,  Great  White  Heron, 
and  Laughing  Gull  this  season. 

In  addition  to  this  report’s  many 
individual  contributors,  we  thank 
Todd  Day,  Adam  D’Onofrio,  Linda 
Fields,  YuLee  Lamer,  Roger  and  Lin- 
da Mayhorn,  Robert  E Ringler,  Alan  Schreck, 
John  Spahr,  and  Bill  Williams  for  their  assis- 
tance in  compiling  and  interpreting  the  sea- 
son’s records. 

Abbreviations:  Assat.  (Assateague  1.,  Worces- 
ter, MD);  Back  Bay  (Back  Bay  N.W.R.,  Virginia 
Beach,  VA);  Bay  (Chesapeake  Bay);  C.B.B.T. 
(Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel,  linking 
Northampton  and  Virginia  Beach,  VA);  Chine. 
(Chincoteague  N.W.R.,  Accomack,  VA); 
Craney  (Craney  1.,  Portsmouth,  VA);  D.C. 
(District  of  Columbia);  Foreman’s  Branch 
(Foreman’s  Branch  B.O.,  Queene  Anne’s,  MD); 
Hart  (Hart  Miller  L,  Baltimore,  MD);  Kipt. 
(Kiptopeke  S.P.,  Northampton);  Poplar 
(Poplar  I.,  Talbot,  MD). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

An  uncommon  transient  and  winter  visitor,  2 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  at  Picker- 
ing Creek,  Talbot,  MD  31  Oct+  (KF  et  al);  an- 
other was  at  Bloomfield,  Talbot  28  Nov  (LR); 
and  a hunter  shot  one  at  Chestertown,  Kent, 
MD  22  Nov  (fide  AS).  Two  Ross’s  Geese  were 


ical  Society),  Lloyd  Spitalnik,  Carl  Starace, 
William  Symonds,  David  Tetlow,  Christo- 
pher J.  Vogel,  Tom  Vouglas,  William  Watson, 
Matt  Webster,  Timothy  P.  White,  Alex  Wil- 
son (AlW),  Angus  Wilson  (AnW),  Seth  Ian 
Wollney,  Chris  Wood,  Will  Yandik  (Hudson- 
Mohawk  NY:  269  Schneider  Road,  Hudson, 
NY  12534),  Louise  Zemaitis.  O 
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in  e.  Henrico,  VA  8 Nov  (ph.  ABr).  A Brant 
along  the  New  R.,  Pulaski,  VA  2 Nov  (CK) 
provided  just  the  3rd  record  for  the  Moun- 
tains & Valleys  and  first  since  1985.  An  im- 
pressive 25  Brant  were  at  Terrapin  Park, 
Queen  Anne’s,  MD  15  Nov  (LWa).  Three  Cack- 
ling Geese  were  at  Verona,  Augusta,  VA  30 
Nov  (AL);  8 birds  of  the  expected  hutchinsii 
subspecies  were  in  e.  Henrico  19  Oct  (ph. 
ABr);  and  4 Cackling  Geese  were  on  Hunting 
Creek  Bay,  Faiifax,  VA  22  Nov  (KG).  In  Mary- 
land, wing-tagged  Trumpeter  Swans  persisted 
through  the  season,  with  #960  at  Oxbow  L., 
Anne  Anmdel  and  #962  at  Schoolhouse  Pond, 
Prince  George’s  (m.ob.).  A Tundra  Swan  sum- 
mered in  Chester,  Chesteifield,  VA  through  24 
Aug  (ph.  RE),  only  the  3rd  such  record  for  the 
Virginia  Piedmont. 

A Gadwall  in  Staunton,  Augusta  28  Aug 
was  early  (AL).  Single  Eurasian  Wigeons  were 
at  Back  Bay  16  Nov  (EE),  Hart  8 Nov  (EJS, 
MW),  Bayside  Development  Pond,  Worcester, 
MD  16  Nov  QBr,  ML),  and  Chine.  28  Nov 
(MAK,  GK).  At  Back  Bay  after  Tropical  Storm 
Hanna,  188  Blue-winged  Teal  were  counted 
15  Sep  OG);  one  at  Piney  Res.,  Garrett,  MD  1 
Nov  was  late  for  the  Allegany  Plateau  (DY).  A 
Canvasback  at  the  Chesapeake  Bay  Environ- 
mental Center,  Queen  Anne’s  4 Aug  (MTa, 
BWe)  probably  summered.  Four  Lesser  Scaup 
summered  on  Belmont  Bay,  Prince  William, 
VA  (KG).  An  imm.  male  King  Eider  was  at 
Ocean  City  inlet,  Worcester  28  Nov  (MHo  et 
al);  2 Common  Eiders  were  at  the  same  loca- 
tion 15  Nov,  with  one  imm.  male  remaining 
through  30  Nov  (TF  et  al).  A surprising  21 
Surf  Scoters  apparently  summered  at  Poplar, 
noted  9 Aug  QR)-  The  New  R.,  Pulaski  hosted 
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Woed  Sterk  is  a very  rare  summer  visitor  to  the  Virginia  Mountains  & Valleys  re- 
gion, where  there  are  about  1 1 previous  records.  This  cooperative  immature  was 
at  Ciaytor  Lake,  Pulaski  County  16  September  2008.  Photegraph  by  Stan  Bentley. 


an  imm.  Surf  Scoter  15  Oct-5  Nov  (CK,  BAr, 
MP).  Rare  away  from  the  lower  Bay  and 
ocean,  a female  White-winged  Scoter  was  at 
Shirley  Plantation,  Charles  City,  VA  31  Oct-8 
Nov  (ph.  ABo,  ABr).  Another  at  Poplar  9 Aug 
(JR)  almost  certainly  summered  there,  but 
one  at  Triadelphia,  Montgomery/Howard,  MD 
26  Aug  (BHi)  had  not  been  seen  there  earlier. 
An  imm.  Black  Scoter  was  on  the  New  R.,  Pu- 
laski 15  Oct-5  Nov  (CK,  BAr,  MP),  just  the 
3rd  fall  Mountains  and  Valleys  record  for  the 
state.  Two  Black  Scoters  were  at  Poplar  9 Aug 
OR)  and  on  the  Potomac  R.,  D.C.  2 Nov  (PP). 
Thirty-seven  Long-tailed  Ducks  made  a no- 
table inland  record  at  Triadelphia  10  Nov 
(BHi).  A Red-breasted  Merganser  at  Poplar 
16-30  Aug  QR)  apparently  spent  the  summer. 
An  Eared  Grebe  was  unexpected  30  Nov  at 
Washington  County  Park,  Washington,  VA  30 
Nov  (RBi).  Pelagic  trips  out  of  Worcester,  MD 
16  & 22  Aug  were  productive;  the  latter  yield- 
ed 56  Cory’s  Shearwaters,  21  Greater  Shear- 
waters, 19  Audubon’s  Shearwaters,  486  Wil- 
son’s Storm-Petrels,  and  2 White-faced  Storm- 
Petrels  (PC  et  al). 


Twenty-four  American 
White  Pelicans  at  Fort  Story, 
Virginia  Beach  17  Nov  (KB)  es- 
tablished a new  state  high 
count.  Four  were  at  Blackwa- 
ter  N.W.R.,  Dorchester,  MD  30 
Nov  (HTA),  now  a regular 
wintering  ground  for  this 
species.  A single  Brown  Peli- 
can at  King  William,  VA  2 Nov 
(FA)  was  unusual.  Single  Great 
Cormorants  at  Black  Walnut 
Pt.,  Talbot  23  Sep  QLS  et  al.) 
and  Fisherman’s  Island 
N.W.R.,  Northampton,  VA  8 
Oct  (BW)  were  early  arrivals. 
Rare  in  D.C.,  a Great  Cor- 
morant was  on  the  Potomac  R. 
1 Nov  (GA,  FH).  An  Anhinga 
flew  past  Rockfish  Gap,  Augus- 
ta 26  Oct  (VL)  for  a 2nd  county  record.  The 
Anhinga  at  L.  Maury,  Newport  News,  VA  con- 
tinued from  the  summer 
through  30  Aug  (NF);  one 
at  reliable  Stumpy  L.,  Vir- 
ginia Beach  9 Aug  (EE) 
was  likely  the  same  bird  as 
reported  in  Jul.  An 
unidentified  frigatebird 
flew  over  Hagerstown, 

Washington,  MD  19  Sep 
(AMi,  SRa). 

A Great  White  Heron, 
currently  designated  the 
occidentalis  subspecies  of 
Great  Blue  Heron,  was  at 
Ciaytor  L.,  Pulaski  11 
Oct-1  Nov  (ph.  SBe, 

MM);  remarkably,  there 
are  at  least  three  previous 
records  from  sw.  Virginia. 

A Great  Egret  was  very  late  at  Rosedale,  Rus- 
sell, VA  26  Nov  (E&HM).  A bird  that  came  to 
be  called  a Great  White  Egret — one  of  the 
Old  World  taxa  of  Great  Egret,  probably  Eu- 


ropean or  African — was  at  False  Cape  S.R, 
Virginia  Beach  4-24  Aug  (]G,  DLH,  ph.  ESB), 
almost  certainly  the  same  bird  that  frequent- 
ed Chine,  in  the  spring.  Other  than  a few 
Alaska  records  of  e.  Asian  modesta,  there  are 
no  reports  of  black-billed  Great  Egrets  from 
the  New  World.  A Green  Heron  at  Green 
Springs,  James  City,  VA  17  Nov  (BW)  sur- 
passed the  previous  local  late  date  by  15  days. 
An  imm.  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  at 
Kipt.  26  Oct  OR)  was  similarly  late. 

Impressive  White  Ibis  counts  included  139 
birds  at  Back  Bay  5 Sep  OG)  and  175  birds  at 
Bull’s  Landing,  Northampton  1 Oct  (HTA). 
Sixteen  juv.  White  Ibis  were  at  Hog  Island 
W.M.A.,  Suny,  VA  2 Aug  (AD,  TT);  one  lin- 
gered through  3 Oct  (ph.  RE);  and  one  was 
notable  at  Hughes  Hollow,  Montgomeiy  15-31 
Aug  (DG  et  al).  Clearly  the  hotspot  for  Vir- 
ginia birding  this  season,  Ciaytor  L.,  Pulaski 
hosted  an  imm.  Wood  Stork  16  Sep  (ph.  SBe), 
only  the  4th  record  for  the  Virginia  Moun- 


tains & Valleys  since  1985.  Two  Glossy  Ibis 
were  seen  13  Aug  at  Piney  Run,  Carroll,  MD 
QGre  et  al.),  where  the  species  is  very  rare. 

An  ad.  and  juv.  Mississippi  Kite  continued 
from  summer  at  Salisbury,  Wicomico,  MD  9 
Aug  (EP);  the  4 birds  at  Piscataway  Park, 
Prince  George’s  continued  through  24  Aug 
(m.ob.).  A Mississippi  Kite  flew  over  Rockfish 
Gap,  Augusta  19  Sep  (VL),  only  the  4th  fall 
county  record.  A relatively  rare  and  irregular 
fall  migrant  and  winter  visitor,  single  North- 
ern Goshawks  were  seen  over  Rockfish  Gap 
29  Sep  (VL)  and  18  Oct  (BTe,  VL);  another 
was  over  Harvey’s  Knob,  Botetourt/Bedford,  VA 
18  Nov  (BGi).  One  was  banded  at  Kipt.  3 Nov 
(RK,  fide  BT),  and  other  singles  included  an 
early  imm.  female  at  Bull’s  Landing, 
Northampton  1 Oct  (HTA),  one  at  Chine.  10 
Nov  (SB),  and  an  imm.  at  Rum  Pointe  G.C., 
Worcester  28  Nov  (MBu,  MJl  et  al.).  An  imm. 


r A One  of  the  season's  highlights  was  an  ad.  Brswn  Baoby  discovered  by  Ben  Simpson  while  kayaking  on  Ciaytor  L.,  Pu- 
•)  fl  Ml  4 Oct.  Like  the  imm.  Brown  Booby  that  visited  Fort  Story,  Virginia  Beach,  VA  5-9  Aug  2006,  it  was  "twitchable," 
and  birders  from  several  states  documented  this  bird  through  28  Oct.  in  addition  to  furnishing  only  the  7th  Virginia  report 
(and  3rd  with  evidence)  for  this  pantropical  sulid,  this  was  oniy  the  2nd  inland  record  of  any  booby  for  the  United  States  away 
from  the  Southwest.  The  first  such  record  was  the  imm.  Biue-footed  Booby  that  roosted  at  Granite  Shoals,  Bumet/Llam,  TX  2 
Jun  1993-6  Oct  1994  and  reappeared  at  L.  Bastrop,  Bastrop,  Tt  10  Dec  1994-12  Apr  1995. 

It  is  tempting  to  theorize  that  powerful  Hurricane  Ike,  the  3rd  most  destructive  hurricane  ever  to  make  landfall  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  brought  this  booby  inland,  and  this  possibility  cannot  be  ruled  out.  Ike  made  landfall  around  0200  on  12  Sep  at 
Galveston,  TX  and  by  midnight  of  14  Sep  had  crossed  the  Midwest  and  the  Canadian  border.  The  storm's  decaying  center  was 
thus  never  near  Ciaytor  L,  though  the  storm  ms  relatively  broad,  and  certainly,  storm-displaced  birds  may  turn  up  virtually 
anywhere  as  they  attempt  to  return  toward  maritime  environments.  But  in  the  anoais  of  tropical-storm-displaced  birds,  there 
are  very  few  reports  of  sulids  at  all:  most  are  of  exhausted  birds  found  on  beaches  from  the  adjacent  ocean  or  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
So  the  reasons  for  this  bird's  appearance  remaiii  a mystery. 


This  guil  frequented  the  Patuxent  River  in  Prince  George's  County,  Maryland  11-22 
(here  13)  August  2008;  it  showed  characteristics  of  both  Black-headed  Gull  and  Ring- 
billed Gull  and  was  probably  a hybrid  of  these  species.  Photograph  by  Fred  Shaffer. 
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Probably  an  annual  autumn  visitor  to  Virginia  in  small  numbers,  this  Franklin's 
Gull  at  Cape  Charles  beach,  Northampton  County  28  November  2008  is  one  of  very 
few  documented  by  photograph  in  the  state.  Photograph  by  Edward  S.  Brinkley. 


Broad-winged  Hawk  at  Blackwater  N.W.R., 
Dorchester  9 Nov  (PNo,  JBo)  was  quite  late.  A 
dark-morph  Swainsons  Hawk  was  a nice  find 
at  Bull’s  Landing,  Northampton  1 Oct  (HTA, 
SR)  and  again  at  Fisherman’s  Island  N.W.R. 
the  next  day  (B'W).  One  was  at  Cromwell  Val- 
ley Park,  Baltimore,  MD  23  Nov  (p.a.,  ASm, 
RN),  and  another  at  Kipt.  18  Oct  (BT)  in- 
creased the  species  total  for  that  site  to  33 
birds  since  1995,  when  full-time  monitoring 
commenced.  Three  Rough-legged  Hawks  at 
Kipt.  this  season  increased  the  site’s  total  for 
this  species  to  28  birds  (fide  HTA).  One  at 
Dulles  Airport,  Loudon,  VA  20  Nov  (MR)  was 
unexpected;  another  over  King  George,  VA  23 
Nov  (FA)  made  a first  county  record.  The 
third-year  female  Golden  Eagle  fitted  with  a 
radio  telemetry  collar  in  Highland,  VA  in  Mar 
2008  departed  the  Mountains  & Valleys  in 
Apr,  summered  in  the  Canadian  Maritimes 
and  Maine,  returned  to  Virginia  in  early  Oct, 
wandering  between  Highland,  Grayson,  and 
Augusta  before  flying  into  West  Virginia  9 Nov. 

RAILS  THROUGH  SKIMMERS 

A Black  Rail  flushed  at  Blackwater  N.W.R. , 
Dorchester  30  Oct  (ME,  fide  HTA)  during  a 
Nutria  control  program  was  a nice  discovery. 
A Clapper  Rail  was  found  dead  below  a build- 
ing in  Baltimore,  Baltimore  City,  MD  9 Sep 
(WO),  only  the  2nd  city  record;  the  first  was 
17  May  1893,  when  3 birds  were  shot  in  the 
city’s  Patapsco  marshes.  Four  King  Rails  at 
Occoquan  N.W.R.,  Prince  William  27  Sep  (MR 
et  al.)  were  at  a reliable  site  for  this  very  local 
species.  A Virginia  Rail  at  960  m elevation  was 
unexpected  in  Highland  20  Aug  (ABr).  Com- 
mon Moorhens  successfully  bred  at  Henricus 
Park,  Chesterfield,  VA;  an  ad.  and  an  imm. 
were  reported  4-17  Sep  (ph.  BH,  JK).  Twenty- 
three  American  Coots  with  3 young  were  a 
surprise  at  Hart  16  Aug  (EJS,  MW).  A Sand- 
hill Crane  at  Cromwell  Valley  Park,  Baltimore 
25  Nov  (MSc)  provided  the  season’s  sole 
crane  report. 


Late  American  Golden- 
Plover  reports  included  2 birds 
each  at  Logtown  Rd.,  Worcester 
9 Nov  (ML)  and  at  Hurlock, 
Dorchester  11  Nov  0LS>  MBu). 
Two  Semipalmated  Plovers  at 
Felgates  Creek,  York,  VA  22 
Nov  (BW)  represented  only  the 
2nd  local  Nov  record  and  the 
first  since  1949.  Concentra- 
tions totaling  220  Semipalmat- 
ed Plovers  were  at  Rumbly  Pt. 
(PB,  MRo)  and  Deal  Island 
W.M.A.,  Somerset,  MD  24  Aug 
(BHu  et  al).  Uncommon  away 
from  Chine,  and  Assat.,  single 
Piping  Plovers  were  nice  finds  at  Grandview 
Beach  Park,  Hampton,  VA  7 Sep  (MN),  at  Hart 

8 Sep  (EJS  et  al.),  and  at  Ocean  City,  Worcester 

9 Sep  (RFR).  One  at  Assat.  15  Nov  QBr,  ML) 
was  late.  Thirty-one  American  Avocets  repre- 
sented the  high  fall  count  at  Craney  4 Sep 
(NF);  28  were  at  Hart  2 Aug,  with  at 
least  one  remaining  27  Oct  (EJS  et 
al.).  Spotted  Sandpipers  lingered 
unusually  late  at  Magotha  Rd.,  W 
Northampton  2 & 9 Nov  (ABo,  SB) 
and  Newport  News,  VA  14-28  Nov 
(NF).  A Solitary  Sandpiper  at  Fore- 
man’s Branch  14  Oct  was  late  (JGr). 

The  21  Western  Willets  at  Poplar  2 
Aug  QR)  represented  a high  count 
away  from  the  coast.  Chesapeake 
Bay  Environmental  Center,  Queen 
Anne's  hosted  140  Lesser  Yellowlegs 
23  Sep  (RFR).  Regrettably  consis- 
tent with  a long  decline  in  the  Re- 
gion, only  16  Upland  Sandpipers 
were  reported  3-16  Aug  at  Salisbury 
Airport,  Wicomico,  and  maximum 
daily  counts  were  just  5 birds  on  5 & 16  Aug 
(SHD).  Rather  late  Upland  Sandpipers  were  at 
Craney  13  Sep  (DC,  RyB,  AM),  at  Hurlock, 
Dorchester  1 Sep  (MHo),  and  at  Charles  City  1 
Sep  (ph.  ABr).  A Whimbrel  transmitter-tagged 
by  the  Center  for  Conservation  Biology  near 


Brownsville,  Northampton  14  Aug  flew  from 
the  Eastern  Shore  into  two  hurricanes  in  the 
Bahamas  before  stopping  in  Guyana,  where  it 
remained  through  season’s  end  (fide  FS).  A 
Long-billed  Curlew  returned,  presumably  to 
winter,  at  the  n.  end  of  the  Elkins  Marsh, 
Northampton  by  16  Nov  (AW,  BTr).  Typically 
scarce  in  recent  years,  a lone  Hudsonian  God- 
wit  was  at  Poplar  9 Aug  QR);  one  or  2 were  at 
Craney  31  Aug-12  Sep  (MA  et  al,  BW,  NF, 
MB);  and  2 were  at  Poplar  16-23  Aug  QR)- 
Two  Marbled  Godwits  were  at  Ocean  City, 
Worcester  20  Aug-7  Sep  (DP  et  al.)  and  Eagle’s 
Nest  Campground,  Worcester  9 Nov  (ML, 
MWa).  Four  Ruddy  Turnstones  at  North 
Branch,  Allegany,  MD  28  Aug  (ML  et  al.)  were 
unusually  far  inland;  one  remained  through  10 
Sep.  The  season’s  meager  total  of  six  Red  Knot 
reports  spanned  19  Aug-17  Nov;  the  highest 
count  for  this  drastically  declining  species  was 
just  3 at  Ocean  City,  Worcester  7 Sep  (W&LS  et 
al.).  Two  Sanderlings  at  Youghiogheny  Res., 


Garrett  11-13  Sep  (ML)  was  a nice  inland 
record.  Five  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  at  Hart 
27  Oct  (EJS  et  al.)  were  unusually  late.  A 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  at  Leonard’s  Pond, 
Rockingham,  VA  11-16  Oct  (ph.  GM,  WL,  AL) 
was  a rare  inland  record;  another  at  Logtown 


^ A Ben  Copeland,  Michael  Lowry,  Jane  Frigo,  James  Harrison,  and  Marc  Nichols  visited  Craney  9 Aug  and  made  an  ex- 
traordinary  discovery  among  the  thousands  of  migrant  shorebirds:  a Terek  Sandpiper.  The  bird  was  first  noted  by 
Copeland  at  0815  on  a sand  and  gravel  beach  on  Craney's  w.  side  and  was  scrutinized  by  the  group  for  30  minutes  as  it  for- 
aged alone  in  moist  sand  at  the  water's  edge.  At  1 230,  just  prior  to  their  departure  from  Craney,  Copeland  and  crew  relocat- 
ed the  bird  very  near  where  they  had  found  it.  Unfortunately,  it  was  not  relocated  by  others  who  searched  later  in  the  day 
and  on  succeeding  days. 

This  Palearctic  breeder  nests  primarily  in  the  taiga  of  northern  Russia  and  winters  along  the  tropical  coasts  of  Africa,  In- 
dia, the  Malayan  peninsula,  and  Australia.  It  is  a very  rare  migrant  to  western  Europe  and  the  outer  Aleutians  and  has  been 
recorded  once  each  in  British  Columbia,  Manitoba,  California,  and  Mexico  (Galindo  et  a!.,  2004.  North  American  Birds  58: 454- 
455).  Vagrants  have  also  been  recorded  from  Trinidad,  Barbados,  and  French  Guiana  and  two  times  each  from  Brazil  and  Ar- 
gentina. The  only  previous  record  for  this  species  in  e.  North  America  was  of  an  ad.  in  breeding  plumage  23  Jun  1990  at  Plum 
I.,  MA  (0.  Stemple  et  al.,  1 991 . American  Birds  45;  397-398). 


Maryland's  sixth  White-winged  Dove  was  only  present  for  a few  minutes 
on  17  August  2008  at  Truitt's  Landing,  Worcester  County.  Photograph  by 
James  L Stasz. 
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Rd.,  Worcester  9 Nov  (ML)  was  notably  late.  A 
Purple  Sandpiper  at  Bayside  Campground, 
Worcester  5 Nov  (RG,  DBr)  was  surprising 
away  from  Ocean  City  Inlet,  and  3 at  Thomas 
Pt.,  Anne  Arundel  29  Nov  (MJl)  were  extraor- 
dinary. A Dunlin  in  the  Region  in  Jul  or  Aug  is 
a good  find,  so  one  in  alternate  plumage  at 
Hart  2 Aug  (EJS  et  al.)  was  intriguing  (possi- 
bly of  a Palearctic  subspecies?).  A Curlew 
Sandpiper  in  basic  plumage  was  at  Hart  13  Sep 
(SC).  A rare  fall  transient  in  the  Piedmont,  a 
Stilt  Sandpiper  was  at  Mill  Creek  L.,  Amherst, 
VA  19  Aug  (MJ). 

A lone  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  in  flooded 
fields  near  Stuarts  Draft,  Augusta  27  Sep  pro- 
vided a first  county  record  (BTe);  3 at  Mor- 
gantown, Charles,  MD  31  Aug  (GJ,  GB,  JH) 
represented  a county  high  count.  A juv.  Ruff  at 
Melitota,  Kent,  MD  18  Oct  ODe,  KGr)  was  the 
season’s  only  report  for  this  species.  Wilson’s 
and  Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  reported 
from  multiple  locations.  The  most  unexpected 
were  a Wilson’s  Phalarope  among  Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs  at  Shirley  Plantation,  Charles  City,  VA 
26  Aug  (ph.  AD)  and  a Red-necked  Phalarope 
at  Trout  Run,  Garrett,  MD  29  Aug  (ML). 

A rare  but  increasingly  regular  visitor  to 
Virginia’s  Mountains  & Valleys,  a Laughing 
Gull  was  at  Claytor  L.,  Pulaski  19  Oct  (KD, 
MS).  An  ad.  Franklin’s  Gull  in  basic  plumage 
visited  Cape  Charles,  Northampton  28  Nov 
(ph.  FSB),  one  of  few  documented  by  photo- 
graph in  the  state.  The  second-cycle 
Franklin’s  Gull  at  Hart  23  Aug  (FJS  et  al.) 
continued  from  the  summer.  An  imm. 
Franklin’s  Gull  was  at  Havre  de  Grace,  Har- 
ford, MD  18  Oct  (EB,  JLS),  and  an  ad.  was  at 
Roaring  Pt.,  Wicomico  23  Nov  (ML  et  al).  An 
ad.  Black-headed  Gull  at  Trueman  Pt.,  Prince 
George’s  11  Aug-1  Sep  (FSh  et  al.)  furnished  a 
first  Aug  record  for  Maryland;  a probable 
Black-headed  x Ring-billed  Gull  hybrid  ac- 
companied this  bird  11-22  Aug  (ph.  FSh  et 
al.).  A first-cycle  California  Gull  at  Cape 
Charles,  Northampton  1 Oct  (FSB)  was  only 
the  2nd  Virginia  Eastern  Shore  record,  al- 
though several  more  records  come  from 
C.B.B.T.  First-cycle  Thayer’s  Gulls  were  at  Sal- 
isbury, Wicomico  21  Nov+  (ML  et  al.)  and 
Schoolhouse  Pond,  Prince  George’s  25-26  Nov 
(FSh,  JLS).  A first-cycle  Iceland  Gull  on  the 
Appomattox  R.  at  Hopewell,  VA  15-27  Nov 
(ph.  ABo  & ABr)  was  a nice  find;  another  at 
Salisbury,  Wicomico  21  Nov  (ML  et  al.)  made 
one  of  few  Nov  records  for  this  species  in 
Maryland.  An  impressive  248  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  at  Back  Bay  and  False  Cape  S.R 
15  Oct  (DLH,  JG)  crushed  the  previous  state 
high  count.  A first-cycle  Glaucous  Gull  at 
Schoolhouse  Pond,  Prince  George’s  26  Nov 
QHa)  was  a good  find. 


Thirteen  Bridled  Terns  seen  on  a 22  Aug 
pelagic  out  of  Worcester  established  a new 
high  count  for  Maryland  (PG  et  al.).  A Gull- 
billed Tern  at  Hart  9 Aug  (KGr  et  al.)  was  no- 
table, as  the  species  is  rare  outside  Worcester. 
An  inland  Caspian  Tern  was  at  Mill  Creek  L., 
Amherst  16  Sep  (MJ);  the  latest  Caspian  Terns 
were  2 at  Assat.  16  Nov  (MHo  et  al.).  A juv. 


Sandwich  Tern  at  Tyaskin  Park,  Wicomico  19 
Aug  (CB)  was  unexpected.  A Black  Tern  at 
Stuart’s  Draft,  Augusta  28  Aug  (AL)  provided 
an  uncommon  w.  Virginia  record,  and  2 
Forster’s  Terns  at  Bell’s  Lane,  Staunton,  Augus- 
ta 30  Nov  established  a new  late  fall  date  for 
the  county  (AL).  The  highest  count  for  Black 
Skimmer,  a species  declining  in  Maryland, 


C A Birders  who  remembered  the  diversity  and  numbers  of  seabirds  brought  to  the  Region  by  Tropical  Depression 
D r\  Ernesto  in  Sep  2006  had  similar  hopes  for  Tropical  Storm  Hanna  in  early  Sep  2008,  but  though  the  birding  cover- 
age was  extensive,  far  fewer  individuals  and  species  were  noted.  Hanna  was  fairly  weak  as  it  crossed  the  Region,  bring- 
ing much  less  rain  and  wind  than  Ernesto,  and  the  wind  "switch" from  southeasterly  to  westerly  occurred  in  the  lower  Bay 
only  toward  nightfall  on  6 Sep — which  meant  that  normally  productive  sites  like  C.B.B.T.  and  Sunset  Beach,  Horthamp- 
ton,  VA  were  utterly  unproductive.  Large  inland  lakes  along  the  North  Carolina/Virginia  border  were  not  covered  during 
the  passage  of  the  storm,  but  these  sites  may  have  held  a few  storm  birds,  if  the  past  is  any  guide.  The  most  productive 
areas  turned  out  to  be  along  the  narrow  track  of  higher  winds  and  especially  rainbands,  from  the  sw.  Bay  tributaries 
through  e.  Maryland  (Table  1) — perhaps  more  indication  that  storm-entrainment  of  these  birds  occurs  very  patchily, 
mostly  in  areas  of  disturbed  weather,  rather  than  across  the  breadth  of  the  storm's  circulation.  However,  some  of  the  birds 
observed  at  Ocean  City  appear  to  have  come  off  the  ocean,  rather  than  from  the  west,  so  that  one  wonders  what  birds 
might  have  been  observed  at  a seawatch  in  Virginia  Beach  on  the  oceanfront,  an  area  not  covered  during  Hanna. 


Table  1.  Birds  reported  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  District  of  Columbia  in  association  with  the  passage  of  Tropical 
Storm  Hanna,  6-9  September  2008. 


Species 

# 

Date 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Notes 

Cory's  Shearwater 

1 

6 Sep 

Ocean  City  Inlet,  Worcester,  MD 

MJIetal. 

unidentified  procellariid 

1 

6 Sep 

College  Creek,  James  City,  VA 

BT 

brief  view  of  distant  bird 

Northern  Gannet 

1 

6 Sep 

C.B.B.T. 

ESB 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

1 

7 Sep 

Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  N.W.R. 

BL,GW 

Purple  Gallinule 

1 

6 Sep 

Rte.  13  near  Townsend,  Northampton,  VA 

RC 

imm. 

Black-bellied  Plover 

1 

6 Sep 

North  Branch,  Allegany,  MD 

JBC,  DY 

Black-bellied  Plover 

1 

6 Sep 

New  Design  Rd.,  Frederick,  MD 

JLSetal. 

Black-bellied  Plover 

1 

6 Sep 

East  Potomac  Park,  D.C. 

PP  etal. 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

1 

6 Sep 

Hagerstown,  Washington,  MD 

JLSetal. 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

1 

6 Sep 

Fort  Smallwood,  Anne  Arundel,  MD 

FSh 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

2 

7 Sep 

C.B.B.T. 

ESB 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

4 

6 Sep 

Ocean  City  Inlet,  MD 

MJl  et  al. 

also  13  jaeger  sp. 

ParasiticJaeger 

1 

7 Sep 

C.B.B.T. 

DSc  et  al. 

Long-tailed  Jaeger 

1 

7 Sep 

C.B.B.T. 

ESB 

also  1 jaeger  sp. 

Sabine's  Gull 

1 

6 Sep 

Sandy  ?t.,  Anne  Arundel,  Ub 

LW 

Royal  Tern 

2 

6 Sep 

Jug  Bay,  Prince  George's/ Anne  Arundel,  MD 

JSh 

rare  far  up  the  Patuxent  R. 

Sandwich  Tern 

1 

6 Sep 

Solomons,  Calvert,  MD 

TB,JKo 

Sandwich  Tern 

2 

7 Sep 

Point  Lookout  S.P.,  Sf.  Mary's,  MD 

PC,MTi 

Common  Tern 

12 

6-9  Sep 

Carvin's  Cove,  Botetourt, 

MP 

well  inland 

Bridled  Tern 

1 

6 Sep 

Ocean  City  Inlet,  MD 

MJIetal. 

Sooty  Tern 

2 

6 Sep 

Hains  Point,  D.C. 

DCz,  PP  et  al. 

adults 

Sooty  Tern 

6 

6 Sep 

Ocean  City  Inlet,  MD 

MJIetal. 

4adults,2juvs. 

Sooty  Tern 

1 

6 Sep 

Rum  Pointe  G.C.,  Worcester,  MD 

MJl 

juv. 

Sooty  Tern 

2 

6 Sep 

Fort  Washington,  Prince  George's,  MD 

JD,JA 

1 adult,  1 juv. 

Sooty  Tern 

1 

6 Sep 

Riley's  Lock,  Montgomery,  MD 

EPa 

Sooty  Tern 

7 

6 Sep 

Sandy  Pt.,  MD 

HW,LD 

Sooty  Tern 

1 

6 Sep 

L.  Anna,  Louisa,  VA 

JB 

Sooty  Tern 

2 

6 Sep 

Nansemond  R.,  Suffolk,  VA 

LWi 

1 adult,  1 juv. 

Sooty  Tern 

2+ 

7 Sep 

Point  Lookout  S.P.,MD 

PC,  MTi 

adults 

Black  Tern 

32 

6 Sep 

Susquehanna  Flats,  Harford,  MD 

DZ 

Black  Tern 

47 

6 Sep 

Rappahannock  R.,  Westmoreland,  VA 

FA 

Black  Tern 

66 

6 Sep 

Black  Walnut  Pt.,  Talbot,  MU 

JR 
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A "Rarity  Roundup"  In  Worcester  County,  Maryland  1 5 Movember  2008  pro- 
duced this  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  in  Ocean  City.  This  represents  the  third 
record  of  the  species  for  this  coastal  county,  the  first  having  been  found  on  the 
first"Rarity  Roundup"  on  11  November  2000.  Photograph  by  Tom  FeU. 


was  8 at  Ocean  City,  Worcester  9 Sep  (RFR). 
Rare  outside  Worcester  in  Maryland,  a Black 
Skimmer  at  Poplar  20  Nov  was  late  and  out  of 
place  (KGr  et  al).  The  highest  reported  Black 
Skimmer  count  in  Virginia  was  450  birds  at 
Fisherman  Island  N.W.R.  16  Oct  (RLA). 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continued  to  ex- 
pand their  range  and  numbers  in  the  Region. 
In  Virginia,  the  lower  Northampton  popula- 
tion included  17  birds  on  10  Oct  (HFD,  MP); 
an  impressive  18  were  near  the  New  River 
Valley  Airport,  Pulaski  17  Nov  (SBe);  and  one 
was  at  Faughts  Rd.,  Rockingham  10  Aug  (ph. 
J&BJL),  a new  location.  In  Maryland,  2 con- 
tinued through  the  season  at  South  Pt., 
Worcester  (m.ob.).  The  season’s  only  White- 
winged Dove  was  at  Truitt’s  Landing,  Worces- 
ter 17  Aug  (ph.  JLS),  Maryland’s  6th  record. 

Among  9 Eastern  Screech-Owls  captured  in 
Northampton  was  a bird  that  had  been  banded 
Oct  2000  (SE).  The  season’s  first  Snowy  Owl 
was  at  Assat.  7 Nov+  (m.ob.),  and  another  ar- 
rived at  Poplar  10  Nov-^  (m.ob.).  A Snowy 
Owl  was  seen  briefly  in  the  1-81  median  s.  of 
Winchester,  Frederick,  VA  23  Nov  (fide  CBu); 
and  one  that  had  been  hit  by  a car  was  admit- 
ted to  Wildlife  Response,  Inc.  in  Chesapeake, 
VA  28  Nov  but  perished  (CS,  LB).  The  15th 
annual  Center  for  Conservation  Biology 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  migration  study 
commenced  25  Oct.  Captures  through  30  Nov 
included  55  new  birds  and  8 that  had  been 
banded  elsewhere,  including  one  in  the  Cana- 
dian province  of  Prince  Edward  Island  (SE). 

Virginia’s  first  verified  Calliope  Humming- 
bird, a hatch-year  male,  visited  a feeder  just 
outside  the  Lynchburg  limits,  Bedford  mid- 


Oct-h  (MP  & JM,  m.ob.).  Its  iden- 
tification was  first  determined  by 
Bruce  Peterjohn,  who  banded  the 
bird  6 Dec.  The  Morrises,  who 
kindly  hosted  the  bird  and  hun- 
dreds of  birders  over  the  winter, 
observed  the  Calliope  through  13 
Feb.  Another  Calliope  was  re- 
ported at  North  Beach,  Calvert  9 
Oct  (JLS),  the  2nd  for  this  loca- 
tion and  the  4th  Maryland 
record.  The  latest  photographi- 
cally documented  Rufous  Hum- 
mingbirds were  at  Churchville, 
Augusta  14-24  Nov  (FSl,_/ide  YL) 
and  Waynesboro,  VA  21-22  Nov 
(DW,  fide  YL);  a female  present 
10  Nov+  was  banded  at  Lynch- 
burg 6 Dec  (fide  TDa).  Some 
1512  Northern  Flickers  flew  past 
Kipt.  30  Sep  (HTA),  a good  count 
by  recent  standards. 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  at  Sunset  Beach, 
Northampton  3 Sep  (HTA)  was  locally  rare, 
and  an  unidentified  wood-pewee  at  Assat.  16 
Nov  (JLS)  was  very  late.  A Yellow-bellied  Fly- 
catcher at  Caney  Island  Branch,  Buchanan,  VA 
14  Sep  (MT)  was  possibly  a county  first.  An 
Ash-throated  Flycatcher  at  Ocean  City, 
Worcester  15  Nov  continued  this  species’  pat- 
tern of  late  fall  visits  to  the  Region  (ph.  TF,JL, 
PNo).  Five  Western  Kingbirds  were  reported 
from  across  the  Region  23  Aug-26  Nov,  all 
one-day  records  other  than  a bird  at  Eastern 
Neck  N.W.R.,  Kent  23-26  Nov  (PD  et  al). 
Loggerhead  Shrike  was  noted 
in  Virginia  at  Baywood, 

Grayson  28  Sep-12  Oct 
(B&MD);  Sky  Meadows  S.P., 

Fauquier  10  Nov  (ph.  DM); 

Little  River  Farm,  Fairfax  11 
Nov  (LWe);  and  Grassdale  Rd., 

Fauquier  7 Oct  (TD).  An  ad. 

Northern  Shrike  was  at  Chino 
Farms,  Queen  Anne’s  4 Nov-t 
(MG,  DSm),  near  where  one 
spent  last  winter. 

A White-eyed  Vireo  at  Stan- 
ton Woods  Park,  Fairfax  21 
Nov  (’WB)  was  notably  late  for 
n.  Virginia.  The  9 Warbling 
Vireos  banded  at  Foreman’s 
Branch  17  Aug-11  Sep  QGr) 
was  an  impressive  number  of 
this  scarce  migrant  for  the  Maryland  Eastern 
Shore.  One  at  Mariner’s  Museum  Park,  New- 
port News  18  Sep  (NF)  was  also  a good  find. 
A 15-year  high  of  5 Philadelphia  Vireos  was 
banded  at  Kipt.  17  Sep-1  Oct  OR)-  Late  Red- 
eyed Vireos  visited  Turkey  Pt.,  Cecil,  MD  1 
Nov  (S&EA)  and  Great  Falls,  Fairfax  4 Nov 


(RW).  A House  Crow  (Corvus  splendens) 
along  Terminal  Blvd.  in  Norfolk,  VA  13  Aug 
(ESB)  was  observed  being  attacked  by  Ameri- 
can Crows.  The  bird  was  certainly  of  ship-as- 
sisted provenance,  given  its  proximity  to  a 
large  naval  base  and  commercial  port.  This 
species,  native  to  s.  Asia,  frequently  hitches 
rides  on  ships  and  has  colonized  port  cities 
well  outside  its  range;  other  North  American 
records  are  from  South  Carolina  and 
Louisiana.  A Common  Raven  at  Queenstown, 
Queen  Anne’s  21  Aug  (JLS)  furnished  a 2nd 
modern  Maryland  Eastern  Shore  record. 

A spectacular  roost  of  about  10,000  Purple 
Martins  was  along  the  Pamunkey  R.,  New 
Kent,  VA  in  early  Aug  (SH,  JFi).  Two  Purple 
Martins  at  Lake  Shore,  Anne  Arundel  29  Sep 
(MGr)  were  late.  Small  numbers  of  Cave 
Swallows  penetrated  the  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land Eastern  Shore:  up  to  8 were  at  Bull’s 
Landing,  Northampton  11-12  Nov  (HTA, 
RLA);  another  8 were  at  Kipt.  12  Nov  (HTA); 
up  to  2 were  at  Berlin,  Worcester  15-17  Nov 
(BHu  et  al);  and  a lone  bird  was  at  Chester- 
town,  Kent  29  Nov  (HH).  Fall  Cave  Swallows 
are  rare  away  from  the  Eastern  Shore  in  fall, 
so  6 with  Tree  Swallows  near  Shirley  Planta- 
tion, Charles  City  30  Oct  (ph.  ABr)  were  no- 
table, as  were  the  3 Cave  Swallows  that  fed 
over  Mainland  Farm,  James  City  17  Nov 
(BW).  Single  Barn  Swallows  at  Kipt.  12  Nov 
(HTA),  at  New  Point  Comfort,  Mathews,  VA 
16  Nov  (ABo),  and  at  Chestertown,  Kent  29 
Nov  (HH)  were  late. 

A Brown-headed  Nuthatch  at  Fairy  Stone 


S.P.,  Patrick,  VA  31  Aug-1  Sep  (SBa)  was  at  w. 
edge  of  range  in  the  state,  aside  from  the  pop- 
ulation in  Pulaski.  A Winter  Wren  at  Finzel 
Swamp,  Garrett  2 Sep  (DY)  was  surprising,  as 
this  is  not  a known  breeding  location.  Two 
Sedge  Wrens  at  Kenilworth  Park,  D.C.  13  Oct 
(PP  et  al.)  were  notable,  as  were  singles  at  Oc- 


Representing  Virginia's  third  report  but  first  accepted  record,  this  hatch-year  male  -ji 
Calliope  Hummingbird  was  loyal  to  a Bedford  County  feeder  from  mid-October  2008 
through  13  February  2009  (here  6 December).  Photograph  by  Mary  Pat  Morris. 
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coquan  N.W.R.  12  Oct  (MR),  Layhill  Park, 
Montgomery  23  Oct  (GMa,  BCo),  and  Sky 
Meadows  S.P.,  Fauquier  10  Aug  (SBa).  A 
Marsh  Wren  at  Lilypons,  Frederick,  MD  23 
Nov  (CH)  was  a rare,  late  find  on  the  Pied- 
mont; and  3 Marsh  Wrens  at  Eastern  Neck 
N.W.R.,  Kent  26  Nov  (ML)  were  impressive 
for  the  upper  Bay.  The  2 Swainson’s  Thrushes 
at  Millington  W.M.A.,  Kent  8 Nov  (MSt, 
WW),  plus  Swainson’s  Thrushes  banded  at 
Foreman’s  Branch  13  Nov  OGf)  and  Kipt.  5 
Nov  QR),  are  among  the  few  documented 
Nov  records  for  Maryland  and  Virginia.  A 
Wood  Thrush  at  Queenstown,  Queen  Anne’s 
29  Oct  QW)  was  tardy. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Blue-winged  Warbler  was  late  at  Lothian, 
Anne  Arundel  2 Oct  (ML).  Single  Golden- 
winged Warblers  were  at  American  Chestnut 
Land  Trust,  Calvert,  MD  19  Sep  QT)  and  at 
Hughes  Hollows,  Montgomery  21  Sep  QN); 
the  only  Brewster’s  Warbler  reported  was  at 
Great  Falls,  Fairfax  31  Aug  (RW).  A Ten- 
nessee Warbler  at  L.  Shenandoah,  Rockingham 
8 Nov  was  late  and  unexpected  (WL).  An  Or- 
ange-crovmed  Warbler  at  Taylor’s  L,  Dorch- 
ester 20  Sep  (WBe,  AS)  arrived  early.  Nashville 
Warblers  in  Virginia  Beach  26  Nov  (DS)  and 
at  Ben  Brenman  Park,  Alexandria,  VA  28  Nov 
(MBo)  were  very  late.  A Northern  Parula  at 
Perryville,  Cecil  1 Nov  was  notable  (S&EA). 
Single  Yellow  Warblers  at  Berlin,  Worcester  16 
Nov  (ph.  MHo)  and  Occoquan  Bay  N.W.R.  22 
Nov  (MR  et  al.)  were  the  latest  Regional 
records  this  season.  A Magnolia  Warbler  at 
Leesville  L.,  Campbell,  VA  23  Oct  (TDa)  set  a 
new  late  date  for  the  Piedmont.  An  Audubon’s 
Warbler  was  seen  twice  in  w.  Henrico  in  late 
Nov  (ABr);  there  are  only  hve  previous 
records  of  this  w.  subspecies  in  the  Virginia 
Coastal  Plain  and  Piedmont  regions.  An  ad. 
female  Audubon’s  at  Assat.  9 Nov  QLS  et  al.) 
and  another  at  West  Ocean  City,  Worcester  15 
Nov  (ph.  BHu)  were  more  expected.  A well- 
described  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  at 
Kinder  Farm  Park,  Anne  Arundel  13  Oct  (TC) 
was  perhaps  the  season’s  most  unexpected 
warbler.  A Yellow-throated  Warbler,  D.  d.  al- 
bilora,  was  at  Maxwell  Hall,  Charles,  MD  7 
Sep  (BHu  et  al.);  there  are  very  few  Maryland 
records  of  this  subspecies  in  migration.  An- 
other Yellow-throated  Warbler,  D.  d.  albilora, 
was  at  LBJ  Grove,  D.C.  27  Nov+  (PP  et  al.).  A 
Yellow-throated  Warbler  at  Roosevelt  L,  D.C. 
24  Oct  (GA)  was  a very  late  migrant.  A Prairie 
Warbler  at  Assat.  1-8  Nov  was  late  (ph.  DHa). 
A Bay-breasted  Warbler  banded  at  Kipt.  29 
Aug  OR)  was  only  the  6th  here  since  2001. 
The  latest  lingering  Blackpoll  Warbler  was  at 
Hopewell  8 Nov  (ABr).  The  138  Black-and- 


white  Warblers  banded  at  Kipt.  represented  a 
15-year  high  QR)-  Two  at  Charles  City  22 
Nov+  were  very  late  (ABr,  ABo),  as  was  a bird 
at  Hopewell  27  Nov  (ABr).  A late  Ovenbird 
was  at  Rockwood  Park,  Chesteifield  30  Oct 
(DB).  A Mourning  Warbler  at  Elkhorn  Garden 
Plots,  Howard  1-17  Oct  OWi)  was  quite  late.  A 
Common  Yellowthroat  lingered  in  the  marsh 
at  Henricus  Park,  Chestetfield  28-29  Nov  (ph. 
ABr,  AD,  TT,  ABo)  and  at  Anacostia  Park, 
D.C.  28  Nov  (PP).  A Hooded  Warbler  at 
Breaks  Interstate  Park,  Buchanan  14  Oct  (DR) 
established  a new  county  late  date.  A fairly 
rare  transient  and  rare  winter  visitor,  a male 
Wilson’s  Warbler  lingered  in  Charles  City  11 
Oct-29  Nov  (ph.  ABr).  Another  joined  House 
Sparrows  in  a yard  in  Springheld,  Faiifax,  VA 
25  Nov+  (BHo).  A Canada  Warbler  at  Font 
Hill,  Howard,  MD  5 Oct 
QTv,  BS)  was  late.  A Yellow- 
breasted Chat  was  caught  at 
Foreman’s  Branch  3 Nov 
OGr). 

A Summer  Tanager  in  Au- 
gusta 18  Oct  was  late  (AL). 

Male  and  female  Scarlet 
Tanagers  were  surprises  at 
Pocahontas  S.P,  Chesterfield 
7 Nov  (RE).  Nine  Clay-col- 
ored Sparrows  were  report- 
ed 30  Sep-9  Nov,  all  in  the 
Region’s  e.  and  n.  counties 
other  than  a bird  at  Spruce 
Creek  Park,  Nelson,  VA  17 
Oct  (TH).  Vesper  Sparrows 
were  at  Charles  City  9-15 
Nov  (ph.  ABr,  ABo,  J&KM) 
and  Mainland  Farm,  James  City  17  Nov  (BW). 
Lark  Sparrows  were  at  Vessey’s  Orchard,  Som- 
erset 11  Nov+  (JLS  et  al.)  and  Charles  City  9 
Nov  (ABr);  other  singles  were  at  Sunset  Beach 
3 Sep  (HTA)  and  at  Chine.  6 (DS,  AG)  & 7 
Sep  (P  & BO).  A Grasshopper  Sparrow  at  As- 
sat. 16  Nov  QLS  et  al.)  was  particularly  late, 
and  this  species  is  rare  at  this  site.  With  only 
four  previous  Piedmont  records,  a Le  Conte’s 
Sparrow  at  Old  Trail,  Albemarle,  VA  4-5  Nov 
(LS  et  al,  ph.  SMi)  was  an  excellent  and  well- 
documented  find.  Coastal  marsh  sparrow 
studies  in  lower  Northampton  produced  a Le 
Conte’s  Sparrow  29  Nov,  as  well  as  both  al- 
terus  and  subvirgatus  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrows  (FS).  The  2 Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrows  at  Poplar  23  Aug  QR)  were  unex- 
pected, as  this  is  not  a known  breeding  loca- 
tion. The  Fox  Sparrow  at  Finzel  Swamp,  Gar- 
rett 17  Oct  (DY,  CKa)  was  early.  Of  the  23  Fox 
Sparrows  banded  at  Kipt.  this  season,  8 were 
captured  21  Nov  QR)-  An  egg  in  a Song  Spar- 
row nest  at  Fincastle,  Botetourt  27  Aug  (ZT) 
established  a late  nesting  record.  A juv.  Song 


Sparrow  was  in  this  nest  7 Sep  but  was  found 
dead  the  next  day.  A Lincoln’s  Sparrow  at 
Rocky  Gap,  Allegany  3 Sep  was  notably  early 
QGre,  HP);  the  latest  was  at  Eastern  Neck 
.N.W.R.,  Kent  26  Nov  (KJ).  White-throated 
Sparrows  arrived  early  at  Middle  Patuxent 
Environmental  Area,  Howard  (KS)  and  Finzel 
Swamp,  Garrett  1 Sep  (RO).  A White- 
crowned  Sparrow  banded  at  Kipt.  30  Sep  QR) 
was  well  ahead  of  the  species’  average  10  Oct 
arrival,  as  was  another  at  Mill  Creek  L., 
Amherst  (MJ).  A well-observed  Gambel’s 
White-crowned  Sparrow  was  at  Milltown 
Landing,  Prince  George’s  1 Nov  (BHu,  JBr). 

A Snow  Bunting  at  Kipt.  fishing  pier  26-29 
Oct  (JFr,  RLA,  JR  et  al.)  was  early  for  the  Vir- 
ginia Coastal  Plain.  Single  Snow  Buntings 
were  on  Reddish  Knob,  Augusta  31  Oct  QB) 


and  at  the  King  Family  Vineyards,  Albemarle 
4 Nov  (PBr).  Five  Snow  Buntings  flew  over 
the  Prince  William  County  Sanitary  Landfill 
29  Nov  (KG),  and  4 were  at  Hughlett  Pt., 
Northumberland,  VA  16  Nov  (ABo,  TS).  Dick- 
cissels  were  observed  widely;  the  latest  was  at 
Assat.  18  Nov  (GB,  GJ,  DHa).  The  Bobolink  at 
West  Ocean  City,  Worcester  15  Nov  (SC,  MBu) 
represented  Maryland’s  latest  fall  record, 
though  there  is  one  C.B.C.  record. 

An  impressive  323  Eastern  Meadowlarks, 
including  several  large  flocks  moving  at  alti- 
tude and  many  singing  birds,  were  part  of  a 
large  movement  observed  near  Kipt.  8 Nov 
(ESB).  An  ad.  Western  Meadowlark  at  Hur- 
lock,  Dorchester  31  Aug-8  Sep  (BHu,  ML,  JBr, 
RG  et  al.)  was  an  exceptional  find  that  was 
well  documented  with  video  and  audio;  Vir- 
ginia has  no  report  of  the  species.  A female 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  found  at  Kipt.  8 
Nov  (AL,  PN);  an  imm.  male  at  Berlin,  Worces- 
ter 29  Aug  (EB)  was  early.  A single  Rusty 
Blackbird  at  Stuart’s  Draft,  Augusta  18  Oct 
(AL)  set  an  early  fall  date  for  the  county  for 


Just  the  fifth  fall  record  for  Virginia's  Piedmont  region,  this  Le  Conte's  Sparrow 
skulked  in  tall  grass  bordering  a golf  course  pond  at  Old  Trail,  Albemarle  County  4 
and  (here)  5 November  2008.  Photograph  by  Stauffer  Miller. 
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this  declining  species.  An  impressive  flock  of 
40  Rusty  Blackbirds  was  over  Rockfish  Gap, 
Augusta  9 Nov  (VL,  BTe,  MJ),  and  more  than  a 
dozen  were  at  Independence,  Grayson  23  Nov 
(SJR).  Single  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were  at 
Berlin,  Worcester  15  Nov  (ph.  BHu  et  al.)  and 
Blackwater  N.W.R.,  Dorchester  30  Nov  (HTA 
et  al.).  An  active  Baltimore  Oriole  nest  with 
young  in  the  Shenandoah  N.E,  Rockingham  1 
Sep  (WL)  established  a late  breeding  record. 
At  least  5 Baltimore  Orioles  lingered  through 
the  season  at  locations  across  the  Region. 

A Red  Crossbill  at  Assat.  16  Nov  OLS)  was 
unusual.  A highly  irruptive  species  that  is  ab- 
sent or  extremely  rare  most  years,  White- 
winged Crossbills  arrived  in  the  Region’s  n. 
areas  in  mid-Nov:  one  to  2 birds  were  at 
Turkey  Pt.,  Cecil  11  & 22  Nov  (SM,JH,  BHu); 
a “flock”  was  reported  at  Salisbury,  Wicomico 
23  Nov  (CB);  and  2 birds  were  at  each  of 
Parkview  Trail,  Baltimore  26  Nov  (FJ),  East- 
ern Neck  N.W.R.,  Kent  29  Nov  (JBr,  BHu), 
and  Snicker’s  Gap,  Loudoun/Clarke,  VA  22 
Nov  (TD).  The  Region  witnessed  a major 
Pine  Siskin  invasion,  beginning  with  3 birds 
at  Assat.  12  Oct  (JLS,  JBr  et  al).  Numbers 
quickly  escalated,  with  30-t  Pine  Siskins  at 
Newport  News  18  Oct  (NF,  JF,  JBre)  and 
“hundreds”  in  Loudoun  18  Oct  (TD,  IT).  Pine 
Siskin  reports  in  Nov  included  large  flocks, 
such  as  400  birds  at  Finzel  Swamp,  Garrett  12 
Nov  (ML).  The  only  Evening  Grosbeak  report 
came  from  Harvey’s  Knob,  Botetourt/Bedford, 
where  30  flew  over  5 Nov  (BG,  fide  MP). 
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Fall  was  an  active  season,  both  in  or- 
nithological and  meteorological  terms. 
Severe  drought  conditions  were  briefly 
alleviated  by  heavy  rains  in  late  August  but 
persisted  throughout  the  period  in  the  west- 
ern Carolinas  and  northeastern  Georgia. 
Weather  was  drier  and  cooler  than  average 
across  the  Region,  and  the  mountains  of 
North  Carolina  experienced  their  snowiest 
November  in  decades.  Tropical  Storm  Fay  de- 
livered much-needed  rain  and  several  inter- 
esting species  to  Georgia,  while  Tropical 
Storm  Hanna  deposited  many  birds  in  coastal 
areas  of  the  Carolinas.  The  latter  system  also 
displaced  a number  of  seabirds,  possibly  in- 
cluding several  surprises  during  a September 
pelagic  trip  to  Georgia’s  offshore  waters. 

Abbreviations:  C.M.  (The  Charleston  Muse- 
um, SC);  C.R.N.R.A.  (Cochran  Shoals  Unit, 
Chattahoochee  River  National  Recreation 
Area,  GA);  H.B.S.P.  (Huntington  Beach  S.F, 
Georgetown,  SC);  L.W.EG.  (Lake  Walter  E 
George,  Clay,  GA);  N.C.M.N.S.  (North  Car- 
olina Museum  of  Natural  Sciences);  S.S.S. 
(Savannah  Spoil  Site,  Jasper,  SC). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  WADERS 

The  highest  count  of  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  was  68  at  Altamaha  W.M.A.,  GA  24 
Nov,  a known  breeding  site  QSp).  A flock  of 
63  migrating  Snow  Geese  was  notable  off 
Wassaw  Island  N.W.R.,  GA  5 Nov  (SC,  PRa). 
Single  Ross’s  Geese  were  found  15  Nov  in 
Henry,  GA  (EB)  and  Clarke,  GA  ON),  while  4 
were  at  Pungo  N.W.R.,  NC  23  Nov  (RD).  A 
single  Brant  was  somewhat  early  at  Pea  I.,  NC 
26  Oct  (RD);  2 were  present  there  9 Nov  QL); 
and  2 were  near  Pelican  1.,  NC  8 Nov  (BB). 
Four  Cackling  Geese  were  spotted  at  L.  Mat- 
tamuskeet,  NC  11  Nov  (CN).  A Tundra  Swan 
was  a good  inland  find  in  Chatham,  NC  19 
Nov  (NA).  Eurasian  Wigeon  is  regular  at  Pea 
1.,  NC,  where  the  first  was  observed  22  Oct 
QL)  and  up  to  3 were  noted  7-9  Nov  (fide JL)-, 
another  male  was  at  New  Bern,  NC  25  Nov-h 


(AG).  Two  Mottled  Ducks  returned  to  Twin 
Lakes,  Sunset  Beach,  NC  20  Sep  QE  et  al.), 
presumably  the  same  pair  that  provided  the 
state’s  2nd  documented  record  last  fall. 

A raft  of  510  Canvasbacks  was  a typical 
count  at  the  important  wintering  site  at  L. 
Seminole,  GA  24  Nov  (KB,  NF).  A slightly  in- 
jured male  Redhead  that  summered  at  Rivers 
I.,  NC  was  present  through  the  period  (JF).  A 
female  Common  Eider  seen  briefly  at  New  R. 
Inlet,  NC  5 Aug  (GM)  was  very  unusual  for 
the  date.  An  inland  White-winged  Scoter  was 
spotted  at  L.  Hickory,  NC  19  Nov  (DM).  Very 
early  were  16  Black  Scoters  at  New  River  In- 
let, NC  5 Aug  (GM  et  al).  Single  Long-tailed 
Ducks  were  at  Jordan  L.,  NC  19-26  Nov  (NA) 


and  Oregon  Inlet,  NC  9 Nov  (RD).  At 
L.W.EG.,  10  Common  Goldeneyes  were  a 
nice  find  17  Nov  (EB).  An  impressive  2495 
Hooded  Mergansers  were  present  at  the  S.S.S. 
12  Nov  (SC),  while  a female  Common  Mer- 
ganser was  at  L.  Gaston,  NC  22  Nov  (RD). 
Three  inland  Red-throated  Loons  were  typical 
of  North  Carolina  in  Nov,  but  a Pacific  Loon 
at  L.  Townsend,  NC  18-30  Nov  was  quite  a 
rarity  (acc.,  HL  et  al).  Among  several  reports 
of  Eared  Grebe  were  high  counts  of  5 at  L. 
Lanier,  GA  22  Nov  (]S  et  al.)  and  7 at  the 
S.S.S.  26  Nov  (SC).  A Red-necked  Grebe  at 
Folly  Pier,  SC  1 Nov  (CSn)  was  the  only  re- 
port of  the  period. 

Pelagic  birding  was  slow  off  Hatteras,  NC 
in  early  Aug  due  to  adverse  wind  conditions 
and  a late  Jul  Gulf  Stream  shift;  conditions 
and  bird  diversity  improved  Aug-Sep. 
Records  of  Herald  Petrel  were  provided  by  a 
dark  morph  25  Aug  and  a “dark  light  morph” 
21  Sep  off  Hatteras  (BPl).  Shearwaters  were 
well  represented  in  the  Region  late  Aug-Sep, 
including  high  counts  of  114  Cory’s  Shearwa- 
ters on  a seabirding  trip  out  of  Tybee  I.,  GA  14 
Sep  (BL  et  al.)  and  102  Greater  Shearwaters 
23  Aug  off  Hatteras  (BPI).  Also  off  Hatteras,  a 


single  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  was  observed  21 
Sep,  and  the  last  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel 
was  recorded  24  Aug,  which  is  about  average 
(BPI).  A single  Red-billed  Tropicbird  ob- 
served off  Hatteras  7 Oct  was  notably  late  for 
the  species  (BPI).  Single  Masked  Boobies 
were  recorded  off  Hatteras  23  Aug  (BPI)  and 
off  Tybee  I.  14  Sep  (BL  et  al).  Notable  was  a 
juv.  Brown  Booby  near  Jekyll  L,  GA  30  Aug 
(B&TD),  but  stunning  was  the  discovery  of 
13  birds  on  the  offshore  Navy  towers  off  Ty- 
bee I.,  GA  14  Sep  (BL  et  al.) — a new  state  high 
count  and  the  9th  state  record  overall.  An  in- 
jured bird  at  Surfside  Beach,  SC  6 Sep  (fide 
CH)  provided  the  6th  state  record  and  had 
been  banded  as  a chick  2 Mar  2003  in  the  U.S. 

Virgin  Islands!  The  latter  two 
records  may  have  been  tied  to 
the  passage  of  Harma. 

A group  of  10  American 
White  Pelicans  in  the  Pamlico 
R.,  NC  4 Aug  was  interesting 
for  the  date  (fide  AM);  inland 
flocks  of  this  species  are  occa- 
sionally spotted  on  lower  Chat- 
tahoochee R.  reservoirs,  thus 
100+  birds  soaring  over 
L.W.EG.  16  Nov  were  notable 
(EB).  A single  Brown  Pelican 
was  at  L.W.EG.  28  Aug+  OFD 
and  may  have  been  the  same 
individual  as  discovered  here 
in  Jun.  A Great  Cormorant 
was  an  excellent  discovery  at 
L.W.EG.  17  Nov+  (EB,  m.ob.),  providing  only 
the  2nd  inland  state  record  and  7th  overall  for 
the  state.  Other  inland  sightings  included  sin- 
gles at  L.  Mattamuskeet  2 Sep  (ph.  JL),  in 
Stanly,  NC  21  Oct  (fide  NA),  and  at  Falls  L., 
NC  26  Nov  (BB).  Anhingas  found  in  the  Pied- 


This  Brown  Booby  photographed  on  14  September  2008  dur- 
ing a post-Tropicai  Storm  Fay  pelagic  trip  to  Georgia's  off- 
shore waters  was  one  of  B found  the  same  day,  easily  estab- 
lishing a new  state  high  count.  Photograph  by  David  Hollie. 


Good  fishing  at  Lake  Walter  F.  George  kept  this  Great  Cormorant  well  fed  from  17 
(here  18)  November  2008  through  month's  end.  This  represented  the  seventh 
documented  Georgia  record  and  remarkably  the  second  inland.  Photograph  by 
Darlene  Moore. 


VOLUME  63  (2009)  • NUMBER  1 


61 


SOUTHERN  ATLANTIC 


Feasting  on  a massire  hatch  of  june  bugs,  this  elegant  Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  part  of  an  amazing  flock  of  64  birds  obserwd 
over  a single  field  on  16  August  2008  in  Long  County,  Georgia.  Photograph  by  Rachel  Cass. 


mont  region  included  2 in  Barrow,  GA  17  Aug 
(JFl)  and  singles  4 Aug  in  Guilford,  NC  (HL) 
and  1 Sep  in  Henry,  GA  (PR),  providing  fur- 
ther evidence  of  inland  expansion.  Tropical 
Storm  Fay  produced  four  late  Aug  sightings 
of  Magnificent  Frigatebirds  in  coastal  Geor- 
gia, including  3 on  Jekyll  I.  22  Aug  (fide  LT). 
Tropical  Storm  Hanna  delivered  a single  bird 
to  Beaufort,  NC  6 Sep  (AGo).  A Great  White 
Fleron  was  hundreds  of  miles  out  of  range  in 
Asheville,  NC  7 Aug  QO);  what  may  have 
been  the  same  bird  was  observed  sporadically 
in  Avery,  NC  as  late  as  7 Oct  (ph.  CSm).  Out 
of  the  ordinary  was  a Tricolored  Heron  far  in- 
land in  Cabarrus,  NC  14  Aug  (ph.  AK). 
Among  many  reports  during  post-breeding 
dispersal,  4 Reddish  Egrets  provided  an  excel- 
lent count  at  Shackleford  Banks,  NC  1 Sep 
(WFu);  a rare  white  morph  graced  Little  St. 
Simons  1.,  GA  15  Oct  (TD);  and  a bird  on 
Portsmouth  I.,  NC  11  Nov  (MJ)  was  quite  far 
n.  for  such  a late  date.  An  impressive  500-i- 
Cattle  Egrets  were  observed  in  Robeson,  NC 
18  Sep  (HL).  A late  juv.  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  was  present  30  Nov  in  Carteret, 
NC  0F)>  3nd  a count  of  136  Black-crowned 
Night-Herons  was  notable  at  the  S.S.S.  26 
Nov  (SC).  The  highest  count  of  Roseate 
Spoonbills  was  a remarkable  78  at  the  S.S.S.  8 
Aug  (SC).  Interesting  reports  of  post-breeding 
Wood  Storks  included  a large  inland  group  of 
62  birds  in  Laurens,  SC  31  Aug  QB)  and  4 that 
remained  in  Henry,  GA  1 Oct  (PR),  notably 
late  for  the  Piedmont. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH MEGERS 

An  incredible  sight  to  behold  were  two  flocks 
of  Swallow-tailed  Kites  totaling  90-100+  indi- 
viduals in  Long,  GA  14  Aug  (GW,  PM);  by  16 
Aug,  one  flock  had  “diminished”  to  64  birds 
hawking  insects  over  a single  field  (GW, 
m.ob.).  Significant  for  the  nw.  Piedmont,  2 
were  in  Lincoln,  NC  9-12  Aug  (m.ob.).  The 
highest  count  of  post-breeding-dispersal  Mis- 
sissippi Kites  was  75  in  Muscogee,  GA  17  Aug 


(TT).  Intriguing  were  single  Northern 
Goshawks  reported  on  consecutive  days  in 
Georgia,  at  Eufaula  N.W.R.  21  Oct  (WC)  and 
at  the  C.R.N.R.A.  22  Oct  (CS);  an  imm.  was 
observed  in  Durham,  NC  15  Oct  (MT);  and  an 
ad.  was  a backyard  surprise  in  Beaufort,  NC 
28  Nov  (R&SBb  An  astonishing  6269  migrat- 
ing Broad-winged  Hawks  passed  over  Caesars 
Head,  SC  21  Sep,  establishing  a new  state  high 
count  (]C  et  al.).  Rare  visitors  to  the  Region 
were  a Swainson’s  Hawk  soaring  over  Wilm- 
ington, NC  25  Oct  (SCo)  and  single  light- 
morph  Rough-legged  Hawks  over  Carteret, 
NC  26  Oct  (JF  et  al.)  and  Gordon,  GA  29  Oct 
(JSp).  Among  a number  of  Golden  Eagle  sight- 
ings were  several  away  from  strongholds  in 
nw.  North  Carolina;  singles  were  seen  over 
Caesars  Head,  SC  20  Sep 
QC  et  al.),  at  Sneads  Fer- 
ry, NC  19  Oct  (GG),  at 
Botany  Bay  W.M.A.,  SC 
19  Oct  (MB),  on  James  I., 

SC  28  Oct  (DF),and  at  L. 

Mattamuskeet,  NC  23 
Nov  (RD). 

A Yellow  Rail  was  seen 
in  flight  in  a rice  field  in 
Washington,  NC  11  Oct 
(DR);  3 Black  Rails  were 
at  the  regular  site  in  n. 

Greene,  GA  10  Aug 
(PWS).  Far  n.  of  its  typi- 
cal range  was  a Purple 
Gallinule  in  Tyrrell,  NC 
17  Aug  (fide  JP),  while 
the  high  count  was  20  birds  at  Savannah 
N.W.R.,  SC  16  Aug  (SB  et  al).  American  Gold- 
en-Plovers were  widely  reported  this  fall,  in- 
cluding high  counts  of  6 at  L.  Mattamuskeet 
31  Aug  (RD)  and  4 in  Bartow,  GA  19  Sep,  one 
still  sporting  breeding  attire  (KB,  NF).  Pre- 
sumably the  same  Snowy  Plovers  from  sum- 
mer were  again  reported  in  North  Carolina, 
one  at  Hammocks  Beach  S.E  22-28  Sep  (acc., 
AH,  m.ob.)  and  one  at  Ocracoke  Inlet  17  Sep 


(acc.,  ph.  SM).  An  inland  Piping  Plover  in 
Washington,  GA  23  Aug  (JFl)  was  one  of  sev- 
eral atypical  shorebird  sightings  associated 
vrith  the  passage  of  Fay.  A Black-necked  Stilt 
in  Bartow,  GA  31  Aug  represented  the  farthest 
inland  record  in  the  state  (KB  et  al).  Highly 
unusual  was  a group  of  14  American  Avocets 
that  took  refuge  at  a pond  in  the  Appalachians 
in  Union,  GA  25  Aug  (BBe  et  al);  an  extraor- 
dinary non-storm-related  count  of  1120  birds 
was  recorded  at  the  S.S.S.  12  Nov  (SC).  Single 
inland  Willets  were  spotted  in  Bartow,  GA  25 
Aug  (KB)  and  in  Peach,  GA  26  Aug  (WC).  Up- 
land Sandpiper  sightings  were  relatively 
sparse,  the  highest  count  being  only  8 in 
Carteret,  NC  17  Aug  QF  et  al).  Single  Hud- 
sonian  Godwits  were  present  at  L.  Mattamus- 
keet 31  Aug-28  Sep  (RD)  and  in  Bladen,  NC  6 
Sep  (GM),  while  3 separate  birds — all  with  in- 
jured legs — were  present  at  different  locations 
on  the  Outer  Banks,  NC  1-9  Nov  (m.ob.). 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  were  noted  across 
the  Region,  the  highest  count  being  22  at  L. 
Mattamuskeet,  NC  31  Aug  (RD).  There  were 
about  a dozen  sightings  of  Baird’s  Sandpipers, 
with  3 at  Falls  L.,  NC  26  Aug  (DL)  the  most 
noteworthy.  A very  early  Purple  Sandpiper 
was  at  H.B.S.P  2 Oct  (ph.  D&SD),  while  23 
were  tallied  at  Tybee  I.,  GA  28  Nov  (BZ).  Buff- 
breasted  Sandpiper  sightings  were  below  aver- 
age, with  a high  count  of  7 in  jasper,  SC  21 
Sep  (RH).  Typical  of  late  summer  birds,  a Ruff 
with  vestiges  of  breeding  plumage  was  discov- 


ered at  the  S.S.S.  1 Aug  (ph.  SC);  presumably 
the  same  bird  was  relocated  27  Aug  (SC).  In- 
teresting was  a good  count  of  207  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  at  Kiawah  I.,  SC  13  Sep  (ND),  but 
unprecedented  was  a new  fall  high  count  of 
555  Long-billed  Dowitchers  at  the  S.S.S.  29 
Oct  (SC);  notably,  a historic  Regional  high 
count  of  910  was  recorded  there  27  Apr  2003 
(unpubl,  SC).  Tropical  Storm  Fay  delivered 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes  to  Peach,  GA  24  Aug 


Typical  of  late  summer  birds,  this  Ruff  was  still  molting  when  photographed  at  the 
Savannah  Spoil  Site,  South  Caroiina  1 August  2008.  What  was  presumably  the  same 
bird  was  still  present  on  27  August.  Photograph  by  Steve  Calver. 
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This  juvenile  Sabine's  Gull  discovered  on  12  September  2008  at  Lake  Norman,  North  Carolina  provided 
the  third  record  of  the  species  in  Mecklenburg  County  in  the  past  13  years.  Photograph  by  Jeff  Lemons. 


(TM)  and  Henderson,  NC  26 
Aug  (WF),  while  23  v/ere  typi- 
cal at  the  S.S.S.  15  Aug  (SC); 

Fay  was  also  the  likely  source  of 
3 inland  Georgia  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  23-27  Aug.  Also 
among  Hanna-related  reports 
were  counts  of  51  Red-necked 
and  2 Red  Phalaropes  at  Buck- 
hom  Res.,  NC  6 Sep  (RD)  and 
41  of  the  former  and  one  of  the 
latter  species  at  L.  Waccamaw, 

NC  the  same  day  (CM  et  al.). 

A first-year  Sabine’s  Gull  was 
found  on  L.  Norman,  NC  12  Sep 
(DW  et  al),  the  3rd  record  of 
this  rarity  for  the  area!  An  imm. 

Black-headed  Gull  was  an  excel- 
lent find  in  Goldsboro,  NC  1-3 
Nov  (ED,  GH),  and  represented 
only  the  2nd  inland  record  for 
the  state.  A new  state  high  count  was  provided 
by  6050  Laughing  Gulls  at  Jekyll  I.,  GA  12  Oct 
(PWS),  while  30+  birds  at  L.WEG.  28  Aug 
were  likely  Fay  leftovers.  Single  Franklin’s 
Gulls  were  noted  at  Buckhorn  Res.,  NC  14  Oct 
(RD)  and  at  L.WEG.  9 (MMc)  & 24  Nov 
(MMc,  MM);  7 cruising  over  L.  Junaluska,  NC 
9 Nov  (ph.  C&SW)  were  quite  unusual  and  es- 
tablished a new  state  high  count.  Inland  Less- 
er Black-backed  Gulls  were  found  at  L. 
Hartwell,  GA  2 Sep  OFl)  and  at  West  Point  L., 
GA  8 Oct  (WC).  A third- winter 
Glaucous  Gull  was  present  in 
Brunswick,  GA  9-18  Nov  (NF, 
m.ob.),  the  state’s  first  since 
2005  and  nearly  two  months 
earlier  than  any  previous  record. 

An  inland  Great  Black-backed 
Gull  visited  Falls  L.,  NC  26-28 
Nov  (BB). 

Another  remarkable  discov- 
ery off  Tybee  L,  GA  14  Sep  was 
a new  state  high  count  of  6 
Brown  Noddies  (BL  et  al.),  pos- 
sibly brought  in  by  Tropical 
Storm  Hanna.  Sooty  Terns  asso- 
ciated with  Fay  were  an  ex- 
hausted bird  at  Jekyll  I.,  GA  22 
Aug  (LT),  one  at  Little  St.  Si- 
mons 1.,  GA  22-23  Aug  (TD),  3 
at  L.  Oliver,  GA  24  Aug  (WC),  2 
at  L.WEG.  28  Aug  0^1).  one  at 
West  Point  L.,  GA  2 Sep  (WC)  and  2 at  J. 
Strom  Thurmond  L.,  GA  2 Sep  (IFl).  Hanna 
also  brought  Sooty  Terns  to  the  Region,  with  4 
over  jekyll  I.,  GA  5 Sep  (GK)  and  many  in 
North  Carolina  6 Sep,  including  12  at  Atlantic 
Beach  QF),  3 at  Jordan  L.  (MS  et  al),  3 at 
Buckhorn  Res.  (RD),  an  injured  bird  at  Sneads 
Ferry  (GG),  a juv.  at  Hubert  (BBy),  and  a 


moribund  juv.  at  Calabash  8 Sep  (MER, 
*NCMNS).  Storm-blown  Bridled  Tern  sight- 
ings included  7 at  Jekyll  I.,  GA  22  Aug  (LT),  a 
moribund  bird  there  23  Aug  (ph.  SS)  that  suc- 
cumbed the  following  day  0^0,  and  one  at 
Bald  Head  1.,  NC  27  Aug  (ph.  MD);  in  North 
Carolina  6 Sep  were  2 at  Jordan  L.  (MS  et  al.), 
3 at  Atlantic  Beach  QF),  and  3 at  L.  Wacca- 
maw (GM  et  al).  A group  of  9 Caspian  Terns 
was  interesting  at  Carter’s  L.,  GA  26  Aug 
QSp).  Notable  sightings  of  Black  Terns  includ- 


ed 477  at  the  S.S.S.  27  Aug  (SC),  130  at  L. 
Seminole,  GA  28  Aug  QFl),  50+  at  West  Point 
L.,  GA  2 Sep  (WC),  and  391  at  Buckhorn  Res., 
NC  6 Sep  (RD).  A single  Black  Skimmer  was 
deposited  by  Hanna  in  Goldsboro,  NC  (GH  et 
al.).  There  were  a number  of  Long-tailed 
Jaeger  sightings  in  the  Region,  with  one  bird 
26  Aug  and  2 on  21  Sep  off  Hatteras  (BPl),  a 


juv.  at  L.  Seminole,  GA  28  Aug 
(JFl),  a moribund  imm.  bird  on 
Kiawah  I.,  SC  30  Aug  (ND; 
*CM),  the  state’s  first  specimen, 
and  an  imm.  bird  off  Tybee  1.14 
Sep  (ph.  BZ). 

D0¥ES THROUGH 
FINCHES 

White-winged  Doves  have  been 
slowly  increasing  in  recent  years 
along  the  s.  Atlantic  coast,  illus- 
trated this  season  by  singles  on 
N.  Topsail  Beach,  NC  1 Aug 
(CSh),  Jekyll  I.,  GA  17  Aug 
(MMc  et  al),  and  at  Ft.  Fisher, 
NC  29  Oct-1  Nov  (DC).  A 
Monk  Parakeet  was  at  a nest  in 
Davie,  NC  6 Aug  (PD,  RM). 
Normally  a scarce  and  elusive 
species,  5 Black-billed  Cuckoos 
were  observed  10  Aug  in  Piney  Creek,  NC 
(JCo);  also  feasting  on  a webworm  infestation 
that  day  were  an  impressive  17  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos.  A male  Broad-billed  Hummingbird 
returned  to  the  Region  in  New  Bern,  NC  1 
Aug+  (SCa)  for  a 3rd  state  record,  after  winter- 
ing last  year  in  Charleston,  SC!  Among  several 
returning  Rufous  Hummingbirds  was  a male  in 
Dawson,  GA  7 Aug+  (GS)  for  his  3rd  consecu- 
tive year  in  the  state.  Rare  and  notoriously  dif- 
ficult to  identify  when  not  vocalizing,  an  Alder 
Flycatcher  was  in  Habersham, 
GA  1 Sep  (ph.  JFl),  and  one  was 
reported  at  West  Point  L.,  GA  6 
Oct  (EB).  An  Ash-throated  Fly- 
catcher was  a nice  find  at  L. 
Mattamuskeet,  NC  11  Nov 
(CN).  Single  Western  Kingbirds 
were  spotted  in  Tyrrell,  NC  19 
Oct  (DC)  and  Charleston,  SC  27 
Oct  (ND),  while  2 were  in  Fair- 
field,  NC  7 Nov  (ph.  BC).  Gray 
Kingbirds  were  reported  from 
several  annual  breeding  sites  in 
Georgia,  including  a high  count 
of  8 in  Glynn,  GA  13  Aug  (BBr); 
a single  bird  at  Bear  Island 
W.M.A.,  SC  30  Aug  (ND)  was 
notable  for  that  site. 

A Bell’s  Vireo  at  Ft.  Fisher, 
NC  1 Oct  provided  the  4th  state 
record  (ph.  JPa),  and  another 
on  Jekyll  1.,  GA  5 Oct  (b.,  CP)  was  only  the 
3rd  documented  in  that  state.  Philadelphia 
Vireos  were  reported  in  good  numbers  across 
the  Region,  with  counts  of  6 at  Carter’s  Lake, 
GA  27  Sep  (RW),  5 at  C.R.N.R.A.  28  Sep  (KB 
et  al),  and  6 at  Jackson  Park,  NC  30  Sep 
(WF).  Common  Ravens  have  been  increasing 
locally  in  recent  years  e.  of  the  North  Carolina 


The  first  for  Georgia  in  several  years,  this  third-cycle  Glaucous  Gulf  was  present  in  Brunswick  9-18 
(here  14)  November  2008.  Photograph  by  Bill  Flatau. 
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mts.,  including  evidence  of  nesting.  Sightings 
in  the  Piedmont  this  fall  included  a pair  in 
Davie,  NC  13  Sep  (HL  et  al.)  and  one  in  Hick- 
ory, NC  19  Sep  (DM).  Cave  Swallows  again 
roamed  the  Region,  with  singles  at  James  1., 
SC  27  Oct  (DF),  at  Altamaha  W.M.A.,  GA  30 
Oct  OG)  and  24  OSp)  & 25  Nov  QS),  at  Eu- 
faula  N.W.R.,  GA  1 Nov  0F1)>  and  at  the  S.S.S. 
26  Nov  (SC  et  al);  2 were  at  Cape  Hatteras, 
NC  6 Nov  (BB);  3 were  at  both  Figure  Eight  I., 
NC  30  Oct  (DC)  and  at  Pine  Knoll  Shores,  NC 

11  Nov  (]F);  and  a high  count  of  12  came 
from  Wfls/iiiigton,  NC  5 Nov  (RD),  Vagrants  of 
the  sw.  subspecies  pallida  (pelodoma)  have 
been  increasing  in  recent  years  in  late  fall;  as  is 
true  in  the  Midwest,  Northeast,  and  Mid-At- 
lantic states,  these  autumn  visitors  frequently 
succumb  to  cold  weather  in  this  Region,  ex- 
emplihed  19  Nov  by  a group  of  6 at  Ft.  Macon, 
NC,  which  roosted  piled  upon  one  another  in 
freezing  temperatures:  2 had  succumbed  be- 
fore morning  and  were  taken  as  specimens 
(RN,  *NCMNS).  A Bicknells  Thrush  passing 
through  Weymouth  Woods,  NC  3 Oct  (b., 
SCa)  provided  the  state’s  3rd  documented 
record;  notably,  this  species  is  an  annual  mi- 
grant in  the  Region  but  virtually  impossible  to 
identify  when  not  singing  unless  captured  and 
measured.  A Sprague’s  Pipit  was  an  unexpect- 
ed rare  hnd  at  the  S.S.S.  29  Oct  (ph.  SC). 

Warbler  migration  was  generally  reported 
to  be  quite  productive  this  fall,  with  many  lo- 
cal hotspots  hosting  a good  diversity  of  birds 
and  a few  sought-after  rarities.  A major  move- 
ment of  Tennessee  Warblers  lasted  several 
days  at  Henderson  Park,  GA,  with  a new  state 
high  count  of  112  established  5 Oct  (HG);  a 
count  of  4 Nashville  Warblers  was  notable 
there  4 Oct  (PB).  Quite  impressive  were  212 
Yellow  Warblers  tallied  at  the  S.S.S.  8 Aug 
(SC).  A late  Cape  May  Warbler  was  found  in 
Browns  Summit,  NC  22  Nov  (ph.  JM).  A Kirt- 
land’s  Warbler  was  an  exciting  discovery  in 
Transylvania,  NC  1 Oct  and  represented  the 
4th  state  record  (acc.,  N&BS).  Sightings  of 
Blackpoll  Warblers,  rare  in  fall  s.  of  North 
Carolina’s  Outer  Banks,  included  singles  at 
Myrtle  Beach  S.P,  SC  29  Sep  QP^)-  Jekyll  I., 
GA  4 Oct  (SW),  and  Little  St.  Simons  1.,  GA 

12  Oct  (CS  et  al).  Both  very  late  and  very  rare 
for  the  coast  was  a Cerulean  Warbler  spotted 
on  St.  Catherine’s  I.,  GA  27  Sep  (fide  GK). 
Rarely  detected  in  the  fall  season,  a Swain- 
son’s  Warbler  was  still  singing  in  Muscogee, 
GA  3 Sep  (WC).  Connecticut  Warblers  were 
reported  at  Henderson  Park,  GA  3 Oct  (TH) 
and  Greensboro,  NC  10  Oct  (HL);  the  former 
sighting  was  very  unusual,  given  that  most 
birds  likely  depart  from  the  middle  Atlantic 
coast  on  a direct  flight  to  S.  America.  There 
were  seven  sightings  of  Mourning  Warblers 


Tropical  Storm  Fay  displaced  many  seabirds  in  August  2008,  some  of  which  turned  up  on  Georgia's  beaches.  This  exhausted 
Bridled  Tern  was  found  on  Jekyli  Island  on  23  August.  Photograph  by  Steve  Stokes. 


Representing  the  third  state  record,  this  adult  male  Broad-billed  Hummingbird  present  throughout  the  period  in  New  Bern, 
North  Carolina  had  wintered  (and  been  banded)  in  South  Carolina  the  previous  year!  Photograph  by  John  Ennis. 
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This  Bronzed  Cowbird  was  present  on  22-23  (here  23)  November  2008  and  again  on  1 December  in 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  representing  a first  state  record.  Photograph  by  Nathan  Dias. 


This  Sprague's  Pipit  was  a very  rare  find  at  the  Savannah  Spoil  Site,  South  Carolina 
on  29  October  2008.  Photograph  by  Steve  Calver. 

across  the  Region,  5 of  which  occurred  at 
Jackson  Park,  NC  9 Aug-21  Sep  (fide  WF). 

Very  early  Canada  Warblers  were  reported  at 
Henderson  Park,  GA  1 Aug  QS)  and  in  Musco- 
gee, GA  3 Aug  (WC),  the  former  establishing 
a new  fall  arrival  record. 

There  were  three  sightings  of  Western  Tan- 
agers,  including  2 in  the  field  20  Sep  at  N.  Fol- 
ly Beach,  SC  (fide  ND)  and  at  Carolina  Beach 
S.P.  3 Oct  (ph.  LW),  along  with  a more  typical 
feeder  appearance  in  Conway,  SC  12  Nov 
(GP).  There  were  eight  reports  of  Clay-colored 
Sparrows,  including  3 at  Pocosin  Lakes 
N.W.R.,  NC  9 Nov  (RD),  a semi-annual  win- 
tering site.  Lark  Sparrow  sightings  included 
singles  in  Carteret,  NC  17  Aug  QF),  Southport, 

NC  30  Aug  (HLe),  New  Bern,  NC  20  Sep  (AG 
et  ah),  N.  Augusta,  SC  27  Sep  (LS),  and  Pea  1., 

NC  23  Oct  (ph.  JL);  2 birds  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  SC 
28  Sep  (ND);  and  3 at  Daniel  1.,  SC  3 Oct  (SH). 

Rare  migrant  Henslow’s  Sparrows  included  one 
in  Catoosa,  GA  7 Oct  (DH),  one  or  2 at  the 
C.R.N.R.A.  18-25  Oct  (m.ob.),  and  a juv.  at  L. 

Mattamuskeet,  NC  11  Nov  (CN).  Single  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrows  were  reported  from  the  regu- 
lar wintering  grounds  at  Eufaula  N.W.R.,  GA 
23  (MMc  et  al.)  & 30  Nov  (TM).  Over  the  past 
decade,  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  have  been  increas- 
ing in  the  Region,  both  during  migration  and 
in  winter,  a trend  typified  this  fall  by  23  sepa- 
rate sightings  (12  in  Georgia  and  11  from  the 
Carolinas).  Snow  Bunting  reports  included 


one  at  Alligator  River 
N.W.R.,  NC  6-8  Nov  (DC, 
m.ob.),  2 at  Pelican  1.  8 Nov 
(BB),  and  one  at  H.B.S.P  12 
Nov  QCa).  Three  Indigo 
Buntings  were  late  at  L. 
Seminole,  GA  16  Nov  (EB), 
as  was  a Dickcissel  on 
Roanoke  1.,  NC  7 Nov  OU; 
one  of  the  latter  species  in 
Henderson,  NC  12-14  Oct 
(MW)  and  2 at  the 
C.R.N.R.A.  19-27  Oct  (ph. 
SCh,  m.ob.)  were  rare  for  their  respective  loca- 
tions. A high  count  of  900  Bobolinks  came 
from  Alligator  River  N.W.R.,  NC  30  Aug  QL). 
A female  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  spotted 
in  Hatteras,  NC  25  Sep  (DSm),  while  a male 
was  in  Colleton,  SC  1 1 Oct  (ND);  2 were  in  the 
latter  location  18  Oct  (ND).  A Brewer’s  Black- 
bird at  Pea  L,  NC  7-8  Nov  (JE)  was  most  un- 
usual, but  a Bronzed  Cowbird  in  Charleston, 
SC  22-23  Nov  and  1 Dec  (ph.  ND)  represented 
a first  state  record  and  was  the  first  well-docu- 
mented sighting  in  the  Region.  More  records  of 
this  primarily  w.  blackbird  can  be  expected,  as 
it  appears  to  be  expanding  as  a breeder  and  vis- 
itor in  Elorida  and  elsewhere.  An  Orchard  Ori- 
ole was  extremely  late  at  L.  Mattamuskeet,  NC 
22  Nov  (ph.  JL).  Purple  Finches  trickled  into 
the  Region  early  Nov-i-  with  no  indicators  of  a 
major  event.  In  stark  contrast  was  a massive 
surge  of  Pine  Siskins  late  Oct-i-  which  was  like- 
ly the  beginning  of  an  unprecedented  irrup- 
tion. Notable  sightings  related  to  this  event  in- 
cluded early  arrivals  at  Pea  I.,  NC  12  Oct  OL) 
and  in  Maxeys,  GA  3 Oct  (LB);  fiocks  of  75- 
100+  birds  were  observed  in  Chattooga,  GA  14 
Nov  (DB)  and  Catoosa,  GA  15  Nov  (DH), 
while  150  birds  were  at  Pee  Dee  N.W.R.,  NC  23 
Nov  (RC).  The  species  was  commonly  report- 
ed at  feeders  s.  to  the  upper  Coastal  Plain  and 
barrier  islands  of  Georgia,  where  3 were  just  a 
few  miles  n.  of  the  Florida  border  at  Crooked 
River  S.P  25  Nov  (KB). 
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Four  major  tropical  weather  systems 
tracked  through,  or  near,  Florida.  Trop- 
ical Storm  Fay  (18-24  August)  was 
unique,  as  it  made  landfall  four  times  while 
zig-zagging  through  Florida.  Fay  brought 
storm  warnings  to  the  state’s  entire  coastline 
and  temporary  drought  relief  to  parts  of  the 
east-central  peninsula,  with  up  to  63.5  cm  of 
rain.  This  storm  grounded  many  tropical  terns 
along  the  Atlantic  beaches  of  the  northern  and 
central  peninsula  and  forced  numbers  of  Sooty 
Terns  as  well  as  two  jaegers  and  a Magnificent 
Frigatebird  inland.  Tropical  Storm  Hanna  (5-6 
September)  came  out  of  the  Bahamas  and  trav- 
eled northward  in  the  Atlantic,  the  cen- 
ter coming  to  within  278  km  of  north- 
ern Florida.  The  storm  eroded  beaches 
and  brought  seabirds  close  to  shore,  as 
well  as  another  Magnificent  Frigatebird 
inland.  Hurricanes  Gustav  (30  August-1 
September)  and  Ike  (9-12  September) 
brought  tropical-storm-force  winds  to 
the  lower  keys,  southeastern  peninsula, 
and  panhandle,  as  the  storms  exited 
western  Cuba  and  traveled  through  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Louisiana  and  Texas, 
respectively.  Winds  and  turbulent  wa- 
ters forced  sand  into  lagoons  and  estu- 
aries in  the  southwestern  peninsula, 
where  the  landscape  was  just  beginning 
to  show  signs  of  recovery  following 
Hurricanes  Charlie  (2004)  and  Wilma 
(2005).  In  the  panhandle,  Gustav  pro- 
duced Sooty  and  Bridled  Terns  and  was 
the  probable  transporter  of  an  American 
Flamingo  (on  easterly  and  southeasterly 
winds  of  20-35  knots),  while  Ike 
brought  only  a few  Magnificent  Frigate- 
birds  to  the  same  area. 


The  only  tropical  land  bird  va- 
grants were  a La  Sagra’s  Flycatch- 
er and  a Bananaquit  in  the  south- 
eastern peninsula.  An  early  win- 
ter weather  pattern  commenced 
in  October,  bringing  tempera- 
tures in  the  single  digits  Celsius 
as  far  south  as  Orlando  and  freez- 
ing temperatures  to  northern 
Florida  by  the  end  of  that  month. 
Early  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
and  higher-than-usual  numbers 
of  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  were 
noted  during  these  waves  of  cold 
weather,  which  were  possibly 
also  responsible  for  bringing 
Florida’s  second  and  third  records 
of  Northern  Fulmar  and  third 
record  of  Thick-billed  Murre. 

Abbreviations/definitions:  FIT  (Florida  Insti- 
tute of  Technology,  Melbourne);  Ft.  Walton 
Beach  S.E  (Ft.  Walton  Beach  Spray  Fields, 
Okaloosa);  L.  Apopka  (L.  Apopka  Restoration 
Area,  Orange);  record  (only  those  reports  veri- 
fiable from  photograph,  videotape,  or  specimen 
evidence);  report  (any  observation);  S.T.A.  5 
(Stormwater  Treatment  Area  5,  Hendry);  UCF 
(University  of  Central  Florida,  Orlando);  UF 
(Florida  State  Museum,  Gainesville). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

In  the  big  bend  and  peninsula,  reports  of 
geese  included  an  early  Greater  White-front- 
ed at  Tallahassee,  Leon  31  Aug  (AW);  25+ 
Snows,  including  one  s.  to  Dump  Marsh,  Mi- 


ami-Dade 28  Nov+  (Stephen  Paez);  2 Ross’s  at 
Merritt  Island  N.W.R.,  Brevard  24  Nov+  (ph. 
DBa);  and  2 Brant  at  Snake  Bight,  Everglades 
N.P.,  Monroe  30  Nov  (Chris  Newton,  JT).  Ca- 
sual in  Florida,  a Tundra  Swan  was  pho- 
tographed at  Oak  Hill,  Volusia  24  Nov  (TD), 
and  a probable  Tundra  visited  Myakka  River 
S.E,  Sarasota  22  Nov  (OC).  Two  Eurasian 
Wigeons  at  Merritt  Island  N.W.R.,  Brevard  21 
Nov+  (Adam  Betuel),  and  single  Cinnamon 
Teal  at  Brandon,  Hillsborough  4 Oct+  (EK) 
and  L.  Apopka  29  Oct  (HR)  were  rare  for  the 
state,  while  a Mottled  Duck  at  Ft.  Walton 
Beach  S.E  22  Aug  (DWa)  was  rare  for  the  pan- 
handle. Unusual  inland  were  a Surf  Scoter  20 
Nov  and  a Long-tailed  Duck  30  Oct-4  Nov  at 
Ft.  Walton  Beach  S.E  (RAD  et  ah). 

Florida’s  first  breeding  Least  Grebes 
fledged  2 young  at  Yamato  Scrub  Natural 
Area,  an  88-ha  green  space  in  heavily  popu- 
lated Boca  Raton,  Palm  Beach;  furnishing  only 
the  8th  report  for  Florida,  the  ads.  were  dis- 
covered 21  Sep  (Lee  Hasse,  ph.  m.ob.)  while 
still  on  eggs.  Presumed  wild  American 
Flamingos  included  an  ad.  originally  found  at 
Destin,  Okaloosa  following  Hurricane  Gustav 
5 Sep  that  roamed  the  panhandle’s  coast  until 
1 Oct  (fide  LD),  plus  a brightly  colored  imm. 
at  Halifax  R.,  Volusia  11  Oct  (DR  ph.  MBr)  not 
directly  associated  with  any  specific  tropical 
storm  system  but  possibly  displaced  as  a re- 
sult of  the  busy  hurricane  season.  In  Florida 
Bay,  Monroe,  where  flamingos  are  rare  and  lo- 
cal, 2 were  at  Curry  Hammock  S.P.  3 Nov 
(JEa)  and  up  to  14  at  Snake  Bight  throughout 
the  season  (LaM).  A drab-colored  American 
Flamingo  at  Cutler  Wetlands,  Miami- 
Dade  13  Oct-9  Nov  (Amy  Roda)  may 
have  originated  from  the  semi-captive 
population  at  Hialeah,  Miami-Dade. 

Florida’s  2nd  and  3rd  Northern  Ful- 
mars were  a moribund  light-morph 
bird  at  Boca  Raton  6 Oct  (ph.  Greg 
Adler)  and  a depredated  dark  morph  at 
Canaveral  National  Seashore,  Brevard 
16  Oct  (Mitchell  Harris,  *UCF).  Cory’s 
Shearwaters  are  rarely  seen  from  beach- 
es, so  it  was  surprising  to  find  a total  of 
11  moribund  on  Volusia  and  Brevard 
beaches  22  Sep+  (MBr,  *UCF,  AB,  *FIT, 
’^UF),  possibly  individuals  exhausted 
by  tropical  storms.  Casual  in  the  pan- 
handle, 5 Greater  and  8 Audubon’s 
Shearwaters  flew  past  Pensacola  Beach, 
Escambia  24  Aug  (L&RAD),  following 
Tropical  Storm  Fay,  and  another 
Greater  was  there  22  Sep  (ph.  Patrick 
James).  Sooty  Shearwaters  were  found 
at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet,  Volusia  19-20 
Aug  (1;  MBr)  during  Tropical  Storm 
Fay  and  off  Crandon  Park,  Miami-Dade 


Table  1.  Total  numbers  of  displaced  seabirds  reported  from  Florida's  coasts  and 
interior  during  and  after  the  passing  of  Tropical  Storms  Hanna  and  fo/and 
Hurricanes  feteirarid  Ike:  15  August-15  September. 


Species 

Gulf  ceast 

Inland 

Atlantic  coast 

Greater  Shearwater 

5 

Sooty  Shearwater 

4 

Audubon's  Shearwater 

8 

2 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

1 

Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel 

1 

White-tailed  Tropicbird 

2 

Masked  Booby 

2 

Brown  Booby 

2 

3 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

V 

2 

V 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

6 

205 

Red  Phalarope 

65 

1 

Brown  Noddy 

2 

29 

Sooty  Tern 

21 

130+ 

135+ 

Bridled  Tern 

6 

180+ 

Common  Tern 

V 

52 

V 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

2 

Long-tailed  Jaeger 

1 (p.a.) 

2 

EglinAFB 

Fort 

brt  Walton 

hens  Bea^ 
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Two  Northern  Fulmars,  a light  morph  in  Palm  Beach  6 October  2008  (right)  and  a dark  morph  in  Brevard  1 6 October  2008,  repre- 
sent Florida's  second  and  third  records.  Photographs  by  Mitchell  Harris  (left)  and  Greg  Adler  (right). 


10  Sep  (3;  RD,  RT),  four  days  after  Tropical 
Storm  Hanna  passed.  A Band-rumped  Storm- 
Petrel  was  found  dead  in  Pinellas  22  Aug  (fide 
SP),  a probable  victim  of  Tropical  Storm  Fay, 
as  was  a Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  found  alive  100 
km  inland  at  Newnans  L.,  Alachua  (BW).  A 
Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  at  Titusville,  Brevard  6 
Oct  (ph.  TD)  was  15  km  inland,  far  from 
pelagic  waters;  there  had  been  no  tropical 
storm  activity  for  several  weeks  prior.  A late, 
moribund  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel  at  Perdido 
Key,  Escambia  23  Sep  (Sue  Yates)  was  like- 
wise apparently  not  associated  with  any 
storm.  Single  moribund  White-tailed  Trop- 
icbirds  were  stranded  on  beaches  at  New 
Smyrna,  Volusia  23  Aug  (MBr,  *UCF)  and  In- 
dialantic,  Brevard  2 Sep  (fide  AK,  *UF),  per- 
haps results  of  Tropical  Storm  Fay  and  Han- 
na. Another  was  at  Sebastian  Inlet  S.P,  Indian 
River  22  Sep  (Niki  Desjardin,  *UCF).  Storms 
in  the  Gulf  brought  imm.  Masked  Boobies 
ashore  in  Pinellas  (fide  SP)  and  at  Pensacola 
Beach,  Escambia  (L&RAD)  24  Aug.  Five 
imm.  Brown  Boobies  were  reported  on  the 
Atlantic  beaches  in  Duval  21  Aug  (BW)  and 
17  Sep  (2;  Pete  Johnson),  New  Smyrna  Beach 
6 Sep  (Laura  Smith,  *UCF),  and  Port 
Canaveral  9 Sep  (ph.  DBa),  and  2 were  in  the 
panhandle  in  Escambia  at  Pensacola  Beach 
and  Ft.  Pickens,  14  & 15  Sep  respectively 
(fide  L&RAD).  Turbulent  weather  of  the  trop- 
ical storm  systems  increased  Magnificent 
Frigatebird  numbers  on  both  coasts,  and 
Tropical  Storm  Fay  and  Hanna  brought  sin- 
gles inland  to  Newnans  L.  23  Aug  (GZ)  and  5 
Sep  (Lloyd  Davis).  Single  White-faced  Ibis 
were  photographed  at  St.  Marks  N.W.R., 
Wakulla  28  Oct  (AW)  and  Hague,  Alachua  17 
Nov  Qohn  Killian),  the  two  most  reliable  lo- 
cations for  this  rare  but  annual  species. 
Rarely  documented,  an  imm.  Golden  Eagle 
was  photographed  at  Big  Cypress  Indian 
Reservation,  Broward  30  Oct  (Linda  Billie). 
An  amazing  638  Peregrine  Falcons  passed 
over  Curry  Hammocks  S.P.  11  Oct,  setting  a 
single-day  record  (KR,  RaS,  JEa). 


PLOVERS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Less  rare  than  usual,  at  least  14  of  the  more 
than  20  American  Golden-Plovers  scattered 
throughout  the  e.  peninsula  this  season  were 
associated  with  the  two  tropical  storms;  there 
was  a high  count  of  5 at  Viera  Wetlands,  Bre- 
vard 13  Sep  (KL,  BP).  Rare  along  Florida’s  At- 
lantic coast  and  Florida  Bay,  Snowy  Plovers 
strayed  to  Curry  Hammocks  S.P.  20  Oct 
OEa),  Crandon  Park  30  Oct-r  (LaM),  and  Tal- 
bot L,  Duval  9 Nov  (PL)  where  Snowy 
Plovers  have  been  found  every  fall  since 
1999.  Following  Tropical  Storm  Fay,  the 


fields  at  L.  Apopka  were  flooded,  attracting 
shorebirds;  a Wilson’s  Plover  there  10  Sep 
(HR)  was  only  the  5th  report  inland  in  the 
state.  Also  likely  associated  with  Tropical 
Storm  Fay.  lone  Willets,  only  occasional  in- 
land, were  found  at  L.  Apopka  22  Aug  (HR) 
and  Tallahassee  26  Aug  (GM),  while  another 


at  L.  Seminole,  Jackson  7 Oct  (ph.  AW) 
marked  this  county’s  first  record.  Lone  Mar- 
bled Godwits  paused  inland  at  L.  Apopka  3 
& 5 Sep  (HR)  and  S.T.A.  5 on  20  Sep  (ME  et 
al.).  Other  sandpipers  that  are  rare  inland  in- 
cluded Ruddy  Turnstones  at  Bunnell,  Flagler 
6 Sep  (1;  DF),  L.  Apopka  7 Sep  (4;  HR),  Tal- 
lahassee 11  Sep  (1;  GM),  and  Viera  Wetlands 
12  Sep  (2;  AB)  and  single  Sanderlings  in  Tal- 
lahassee 26  Aug  (MF),  11  Sep,  and  2 (GM)  & 
9 (AW)  Oct.  High  counts  of  Red  Knots  in- 
cluded 350  at  Caledisi  Island  S.P,  Pinellas  19 
Sep  (EK);  1200  at  Ft.  De  Soto  Park  25-26  Oct 
(RoS,  MH);  and  200  at  Merritt  Island  N.W.R. 
21  Oct  (TD).  A Semipalmated  Sandpiper  lin- 
gered until  16  Nov  at  Paynes  Prairie  Preserve 
S.P,  Alachua  (ph.  Angela  Luzader).  White- 
rumped,  Baird’s,  and  Buff-breasted  Sand- 
pipers were  in  greater  numbers  than  usual. 
Mostly  in  ones  or  twos,  about  20  of  the  more 
than  30  White-rumpeds  reported  were  in  the 
e.  peninsula,  and  most  dates  fall  within  the 
passing  of  the  two  tropical  storms.  Similarly, 
15  Buff-breasteds  were  scattered  in  10  coun- 
ties in  the  e.  peninsula.  Unprecedented  num- 
bers of  Baird’s  included  2 at  Ft.  Walton  Beach 
S.E  14  Aug,  4 at  Ft.  Pickens  27  Aug  (3)  and 
4 Sep  (L&RAD),  and  singles  at  Frog  Pond 


W.M.A.,  Miami-Dadc  9 Aug  (LaM),  near  Avon 
Park,  Polk  17  Aug  (DR),  L.  Apopka  23  Aug 
(HR),  Honeymoon  Island  S.P,  Pinellas  4-6 
Sep  (ph.  DG,  BHA  et  al.),  and  Opal  Beach, 
Santa  Rosa  20  Sep  (ph.  AH).  Tropical  Storm 
Fay  “rained”  phalaropcs;  Wilson’s  Phalaropes 
came  through  in  force,  with  a high  count  of 


Casual  in  Florida  away  from  Florida  Bay  were  two  single  American  Flamingos,  presumably  of  wild  provenance,  in  autumn 
2008;  one  visited  the  Panhandle  on  the  Gulf  5 September  through  1 October  (left;  here  in  Okaloosa  County  28  September), 
and  one  was  discovered  in  Volusia  County  on  the  Atlantic  coast  1 1 October  (right).  Photographs  by  Lucy  Duncan  (left)  and 
Michael  Brothers  (right). 
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Catching  a ride  in  the  back  seat  of  Bankert's  car,  this  Brown  Noddy  in  Brevard  County, 
Florida  20  August  20Q8  was  one  of  many  grounded  by  Tropical  Storm  Fay.  After  rest- 
ing and  drying  off  on  Bankert's  porch,  the  tern  took  flight  for  parts  unknown.  Pho- 
tograph by  Andy  Bankert. 


15  at  Everglades  Agricultural  Area,  Palm 
Beach  17  Aug  (Brian  Hope,  MBe);  185  Red- 
neckeds  were  at  Ft.  George  Inlet,  Duval  21 
Aug  (BW);  one  Red-necked  was  at  L.  Weir, 
Marion  (MH)  and  5 at  L.  Apopka  22  Aug 
(HR);  30  Red-neckeds  and  one  Red  were  on  a 
flooded  soccer  field  at  Fernandina  Beach, 
Nassau  (ph.  PL);  and  65  Reds  were  on  New- 
nans  L.  22  Aug  (ph.  BW).  A single  Red 
Phalarope  at  Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  22  Sep 
(ph.  Joyce  Stefancic)  was  not  associated  with 
any  apparent  storm. 

More  than  25  Franklin’s  Gulls  moved 
through  Florida  this  season,  with  a high 
count  of  10  at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  11  Nov 
(MBr)  and  singles  inland  at  Clewiston, 
Hendry  10  Nov  (EK)  and  Myakka  River  S.P. 
20-24  Nov  (ph.  OC).  Although  a few  summer 
in  Florida,  up  to  53  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
at  Key  Biscayne  4-18  Aug  (RD)  was  a large 
number  so  early  in  the  season.  Rare  on  the 
Gulf,  a Great  Black-backed  Gull  was  at  Ft. 
Pickens  13  Nov  (Sally  Shultz),  as  was  an  ear- 
ly Glaucous  Gull  14  Nov  (ph.  Kirsten 
Dahlen).  The  tropical  storm  systems  brought 
Brown  Noddies  and  Sooty  and  Bridled  Terns 
to  beaches  of  the  w.  panhandle,  the  Atlantic 
coast,  and  inland  (except  for  noddies).  In- 
land, Sooty  Terns  were  seen  at  L.  Seminole  (3; 
AW),  L.  Weir  (5,  MH),  Hontoon  1.,  Volusia 
(fide  MBr,  *UCF),  L.  Apopka  (16;  HR),  and 
Viera  Wetlands  (AB),  with  up  to  100  at  New- 
nans  L.  21-23  Aug  (AK).  The  only  Bridleds 
reported  inland  were  up  to  6 at  L.  Apopka  20- 
21  Aug  (HR).  Robinson  noted  that  as  Tropical 
Storm  Fay  passed  through  L.  Apopka,  most  of 
the  Sooty  and  Bridled  Terns  (all  ads.)  flew 
northward,  heading  into  the  wind;  none  re- 
mained in  the  area  following  the  passing  of 


the  storm.  While  numbers 
of  pelagic  Sooty  Terns  were 
driven  inland,  it  was  inter- 
esting that  few  of  the  com- 
mon coastal  Royal  (16)  and 
Sandwich  (15)  Terns  were 
found.  Single  Parasitic 
Jaegers  added  to  the  pelagic 
show  at  L.  Apopka  20  Aug 
(HR)  and  Newnans  L.  23-24 
Aug  (BW,  GZ).  Single  Long- 
tailed Jaegers  were  reported 
from  the  Atlantic  at  Ponce 
de  Leon  Inlet  20  Aug  (MBr) 
and  Ft.  George  Inlet  22-24 
Aug  (BW).  A jaeger  at  L. 
Seminole  28  Aug  (]F)  was 
tentatively  identified  as 
Long-tailed.  Florida’s  3rd 
record  of  Thick-billed 
Murre  was  of  one  found 
dead  at  Sebastian  Inlet  S.P, 
Brevard  16  Nov  (Terese  Harber,  *UF). 

ANIS  THROUGH  WAXWll^GS 

Rare  and  endangered  in  Florida,  Smooth- 
billed Anis  were  reported  in  Miami,  Miami- 
Dade  29  Sep  (Bob  Showier  et  al.),  at  Loxa- 
hatchee  N.W.R.,  Palm  Beach  2 Oct  (2;  Kevin 
Hatcher),  and  on  Old  Griffin  Rd.  at  Dania 
Beach,  Broward  26  Nov  (7;  LaM).  Rarely  seen 
in  migration,  a Lesser  Nighthawk  at  Semi- 
nole, Pinellas  was  captured  and  released  18 
Nov  (ph.  SP).  Fred  Basset  banded  humming- 
birds in  the  panhandle  and  n.  peninsula,  in- 
cluding 2 Buff-bellieds  at 
Tallahassee,  one  at  Mims, 

Brevard  (2nd  for  county), 
and  another  a recapture 
from  the  previous  year  at 
Panama  City,  Bay;  a 
Black-chinned  was  recap- 
tured at  Pensacola  for  the 
5th  year;  and  a Calliope 
was  banded  in  Tallahas- 
see. A male  Rufous  was 
far  s.  at  Castellow  Ham- 
mock Park,  Miami-Dade 
9 Nov  (JHB),  while  far- 
ther n.,  a banded  female 
returned  to  Valrico,  Hills- 
borough 15  Aug  for  a 6th  year  (Steve  Backes)! 

Casual  in  the  peninsula,  an  Olive-sided  Fly- 
catcher was  found  at  Green  Swamp  W.M.A., 
Pasco  17  Aug  (ph.  BP,  Eve  Dupuis).  A Say’s 
Phoebe  returned  18  Nov+  to  Lake  pastureland 
near  Astatula,  where  one  wintered  last  season 
(AV,  m.ob.).  Lone  Vermilion  Flycatchers  were 
reported  at  Ft.  Walton  Beach  S.F  23  Oct-29 
Nov  (RAD  et  al),  on  U.S.  19  near  1-10,  Jeffer- 
son 6 Nov  (JoH  et  al.),  and  at  L.  Apopka  21 


Nov  (HR).  The  earliest  Ash-throated  Flycatch- 
er arrived  at  L.  Apopka,  where  they  are  annu-  ( 
al,  17  Oct,  and  the  high  count  there  was  of  4 , 

on  23  Nov  (HR).  Other  Ash-throateds  report-  ; 
ed  were  at  Bald  Pt.,  Franklin  9-11  Nov  (JM, 
ph.  AW)  and  Pelican  Island  N.W.R.,  Indian  j 
River  28  Nov+  QF,  ph.  DBa,  m.ob.).  Pale 
Myiarchus  at  St.  Marks  N.W.R.  28  Oct  (Bill  j 
Phelan)  and  Dump  Marsh  8 Nov  (MBe)  were 
tentatively  identified  as  Ash-throateds.  Brown- 
crested  Flycatchers  were  at  two  locations 
where  they  are  fairly  reliable;  L.  Apopka  29 
Oct  and  28  Nov  (HR)  and  Mosier  Hammock, 
Everglades  N.P.,  Miami-Dade  1 & 27  Nov  J 
(JHB).  A La  Sagra’s  Flycatcher  was  pho- 
tographed at  No  Name  Key,  Monroe  9 Oct 
(Henry  Detwiler).  A silent  Tropical/Couch’s 
Kingbird  in  Santa  Rosa  2 Aug  furnished  the  | 
9th  report  of  this  species  pair  for  the  w.  pan-  ■ 
handle  (L&RAD).  A Tropical  Kingbird  was  a 
one-day  wonder  at  Ft.  De  Soto  Park  1 Nov 
(RoS),  but  up  to  2 were  very  vocal  at  Dump 
Marsh  8 Nov+  (ph.,  v.r.,  LaM  et  al).  Single  ■ 
Cassin’s  Kingbirds  were  identified  at  Jack- 
sonville,  Duval  10  Oct  (ph.  Laura  Johannsen)  ' 
and  S.T.A.  5,  Hendry  29  Nov  (ME  et  al.)  for  the  . ! 
2nd  year.  A male  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  at  Pel-  i 
ican  Island  N.W.R.  25  Nov+  (ph.  DBa,  Joanna 
Webb,  m.ob.)  was  the  2nd  for  Indian  River.  j 
Two  Bell’s  Vireos  were  in  Miami-Dade  at  F 
Frog  Pond  W.M.A.  (JHB,  ph.  DBa  et  al.)  and  ' 
Southern  Glades  Wildlife  and  Environmental  ' ! 
Area  (RD)  12  Oct+;  elsewhere,  this  rare 
species  was  reported  at  Mead  Garden,  Winter  ,1 
Park,  Orange  4 Oct  (2;  ph.  Reinhard  Geisler)  ' 


and  Sugden  Park,  Naples,  Collier  3 Nov 
(AM).  Even  rarer,  single  Warbling  Vireos  were 
at  Gulf  Breeze,  Santa  Rosa  1 & 10  Oct 
(L&RAD),  Mead  Garden  4,  16,  & 28-29  Oct 
(DR,  AV,  BHA  et  al),  and  Mims  23  Oct  (Doug 
Stuckey).  Between  26  Sep  and  27  Oct,  an  un- 
precedented 24  Philadelphia  Vireos  were 
found  in  13  counties,  with  a high  of  8 at  St. 
George  L,  Franklin  18  Oct  QM,  RS).  Unex- 
pected was  an  ad.  Horned  Lark  near  Frog 


This  Thick-billed  Murre  salvaged  in  Bre¥ard  County  on  16  November  2608  provided  Flori- 
da's third  record.  Photograph  by  Terese  Harber. 
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This  albino  House  Vtfren  remained  at  Altamonte  Springs,  Seminole  County,  Florida 
29  October  (here)  through  8 November  2008.  Photograph  by  Paul  Hueber. 


Pond  W.M.A.  10  Aug-6  Sep  (ph.  LaM,  m.ob.), 
Florida’s  earliest  by  two  months.  Florida’s 
breeding  Cave  Swallows,  P.  /.  julva,  are  rarely 
found  far  from  their  Miami-Dade  colonies; 
Caves  at  Tallahassee  17,  24,  & 30  Oct  (up  to 
3;  GM),  L.  Apopka  1 Oct  (HR),  Viera  Wet- 
lands 18  Nov  (David  Freeland),  S.T.A.  5 on  29 
Nov  (2;  ME  et  al.),  and  Key  West,  Monroe  30 
Oct  (25;  CG,  JEa)  were  identified  as  Pf.  pall- 
ida. Early  strong  cold  fronts  may  have  been 
responsible  for  2 early  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  near  Ft.  Walton  Beach  8 Oct 
(Nathan  Farnau,  fide  Ken  Blankenship);  a 
Brown  Creeper  in  Franklin  16  Nov  OM);  ^ 
Winter  Wren  s.  in  Alachua  24  Oct  QoH);  and 
more  than  12  reports  of  Golden-crowned 
Kinglets  across  the  big  bend  and  n.  peninsula 
s.  to  Ocala  N.E,  Marion  15  Nov  (2;  DS)  and  L. 
Apopka,  Lake  24  Nov  (Bob  Sanders).  An  albi- 
no House  Wren  in  Seminole  remained  29 
Oct-8  Nov  (ph.  PH).  Early  by  about  one 
month  was  a Gray  Catbird  at  L.  Apopka  20 
Aug  (HR).  Florida’s  2nd  White  Wagtail,  an 
apparent  M.  a.  ocularis,  was  a one-day  wonder 
at  the  Florida  Keys  Marathon  Airport,  Monroe 
28  Oct  (JEa,  RaS,  ph.  KR,  LaM).  Two  Cedar 
Waxwings  were  early  at  Melbourne  Beach, 
Brevard  20  Sep  (AB). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FIHCHES 

Good  counts  of  12  Blue-winged  and  10  Gold- 
en-winged Warblers  and  2 hybrids  were  re- 
ported from  the  big  bend  and  the  peninsula, 
including  2 male  Golden-wingeds  (26  Sep  and 
6 Oct)  and  a Brewster’s  (22  Oct;  ph.  RD)  that 
were  banded  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  S.E, 
Miami-Dade  (RD,  MD,  LG).  A Lawrence’s 
Warbler  was  a surprise  at  Pinecraft  Park,  Sara- 
sota 29  Sep  (Rick  Greenspun,  Jeanne  Dubi  et 
al.).  Nashville,  Cerulean,  Wilson’s,  and  Cana- 


da Warblers  are  rare  migrants 
in  Florida  and  were  in  near- 
normal numbers.  Swainson’s 
Warblers  caught  at  banding 
operations  included  15  at  Bill 
Baggs  Cape  Florida  S.P.  30 
Aug-18  Oct  (RD,  MD,  LG)  and 
one  at  Tomoka  S.P,  Volusia  17 
Sep  (MW).  The  season’s  only 
Mourning  Warbler  was  identi- 
fied at  Jacksonville  2 Oct  Qulie 
Cocke).  There  are  about  45  Ba- 
nanaquit  reports  for  Florida;  a 
juv.  banded  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape 
Florida  S.P.  15  Sep  (ph.  RD, 
MD,  LG)  was  the  first  Ba- 
nanaquit  to  be  banded  in  the 
continental  United  States. 

Nine  Western  Tanagers,  a 
high  number  for  fall,  were 
found  in  seven  counties  from 
Gulf  Breeze  28  Sep  (L&RAD,  Betsy  Tetlow)  to 
Cutler  Bay,  Miami-Dade  29  Sep-16  Oct  (RT). 
Ten  Clay-colored  Sparrows  in  seven  counties 
and  18  Lark  Sparrows  in  10  counties  were 
above  average  for  the  season.  Another  one- 
day  wonder  was  a female  Lark  Bunting  at  Al- 
ligator Pt.  13  Sep  (ph.  JM),  the  10th  report  for 
Florida  and  the  3rd  for  that  location.  Always 
of  interest  on  the  Gulf 
coast,  a Saltmarsh 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 
was  at  Ft.  De  Soto  Park 
11  Nov-t  (RoS,  BAh  et 
al.).  A Dark-eyed  Junco 
was  early  and  far  s.  at 
Ft.  De  Soto  Park  20  Oct 
(Curtis  Manly,  fide 
Chuck  Geanangel). 

Yellow-headed  Black- 
birds put  in  appear- 
ances at  Hague  16  Nov 
(RR,  Sarah  Rowan),  L. 

Apopka  19-23  Nov 
(HR),  and  Frog  Pond 
W.M.A.  27  Nov  (ph. 

JHB).  Unexpected  were 
60  early  Rusty  Black- 
birds at  Eglin  A.EB.,  Okaloosa  10  Nov  and  one 
far  s.  at  Everglades  N.P.,  Miami-Dade  14-16 
Nov  (ph.  LaM,  JHB).  Single  Shiny  Cowbirds 
were  at  opposite  ends  of  the  state  at  Ft.  Wal- 
ton Beach  S.E  17  Nov  (DWa)  and  Flamingo, 
Everglades  N.P.,  Monroe  2 Oct  (BAh),  with  an- 
other at  Green  Key,  Pasco  8 Oct  (KT).  Away 
from  s.  Florida,  where  they  are  apparently 
breeding,  single  Bronzed  Cowbirds  were  at  Joe 
Overstreet  Landing,  Osceola  16  Sep  (DS)  and 
Cedar  Key,  Levy  23  Nov  (RR,  ph.  Phil  Laipis). 
House  Finches  have  yet  to  completely  colo- 
nize Florida:  on  the  e.  coast,  they  are  gaining 


numbers  in  Brevard,  where  they  were  reported 
at  three  locations  (AB);  an  isolated  population 
in  Broward  may  be  responsible  for  one  seen  at 
Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  S.E  15  Sep  (RD).  Pine 
Siskins  invaded  the  state,  mostly  in  ones  and 
twos,  but  with  a high  count  of  36  at  St.  Joe 
Peninsula  S.P,  Gulf  25  Nov  (AW);  reports 
came  from  eight  counties  as  far  s.  as  Honey- 
moon Island  S.P.  (DG,  KT),  L.  Apopka,  Lake 
(AV),  and  Ft.  Pierce  Inlet  S.E,  St.  Lucie  (DS). 
One  very  early  American  Goldfinch  appeared 
in  Altamonte  Springs  31  Aug  (PH). 
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Andy  Bankert,  365  Spoonbill  Lane 
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1 his  Lark  Bunting  in  Franklin  County  1 3 September  2008  was  Florida's  tenth  and  the  third 
at  Alligator  Point.  Photograph  by  John  Murphy. 
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The  weather  over  most  of  the  province 
was  pleasantly  unremarkable  this  fall, 
with  few  extreme  events  except  in  the 
southwest,  where  in  mid-September  the  rem- 
nants of  Hurricane  Ike  passed  directly  over 
Point  Pelee,  bringing  torrential  rain  and  high 
winds  but  no  hurricane-related  birds.  In  the 
first  half  of  November,  also  in  the  southwest 
of  the  province,  a strong  low-pressure  system 
originating  in  the  Central  Plains  brought  in 
several  western  species,  including  American 
Avocets,  Franklins  Gulls,  Cave  Swallows,  and 
a Spotted  Towhee.  Temperatures  remained 
somewhat  above  average  in  most  areas  until 
mid-November,  though  Ottawa  experienced  a 
brief,  early  snowstorm  in  the  last  days  of  Oc- 
tober. The  second  half  of  November,  however, 
brought  bitterly  cold  north  winds  and  the  ear- 
ly arrival  of  significant  snow  depth  in  many 
areas.  As  usual  in  recent  years,  some  bird 
species  were  recorded  later  than  ever  before. 

Water  levels  in  Lake  Ontario  and  the  Ot- 
tawa River  remained  high  until  late  in  the  sea- 
son, forcing  migrant  shorebirds  to  seek  suit- 
able feeding  areas  elsewhere.  Avian  botulism 
claimed  a number  of  victims  among  ducks, 
loons,  grebes,  and  cormorants  on  the  Great 
Lakes  but  was  not  nearly  as  devastating  as 
during  the  fall  of  2007. 

Raptor  migration  was  mainly  notable  for 
good  numbers  of  Broad-winged  Hawks  and 
an  excellent,  unprecedented  flight  of  Golden 
Eagles.  Hundreds  of  Golden  Eagles  must  have 
passed  through  southern  Ontario  in  October 
and  November.  A remarkable  day  at  Prince 
Edward  Point  on  eastern  Lake  Ontario,  far 
from  the  usual  flight  paths,  saw  an  amazing 
61  Golden  Eagles  fly  through  in  one  day  in 
late  October, 

Flocks  of  White-winged  Crossbills,  easily 
seen  and  heard  by  early  October,  were  indica- 
tive of  a large  movement  through  southern 
Ontario.  Redpolls  and  Pine  Siskins  followed 


but  were  not  as  numerous.  Pine  Grosbeaks, 
Red  Crossbills,  and  Evening  Grosbeaks 
seemed  in  short  supply  in  most  areas  of  the 
province. 

Outstanding  rarities  included  Ontario’s 
third  Manx  Shearwater,  fifth  frigatebird, 
eighth  Ferruginous  Hawk,  and  third  Com- 
mon Ground-Dove,  as  well  as  northern  On- 
tario’s first  Townsend’s  Warbler.  Additional 
significant  rarities  included  a Great  Cor- 
morant, two  Mississippi  Kites,  a Curlew 
Sandpiper,  a White-winged  Dove,  two  Fork- 
tailed Flycatchers,  several  Cave  Swallows,  a 
Rock  Wren,  a Black-throated  Gray  Warbler, 
and  a Spotted  Towhee. 

Abbreviations:  H.B.M.O.  (Holiday  Beach  Mi- 
gration Observatory,  Essex):  H.C.H,  (Hawk 
Cliff  Hawkwatch,  Port  Stanley,  Elgin):  K.FN. 
(Kingston  Field  Naturalists);  L.PB.O.  (Long 
Point  B.O.,  Noifolk):  L.S.S.  (Leslie  Street  Spit, 
Toronto);  T.C.B.O.  (Thunder  Cape  B.O., 
Thunder  Bay):  V.W.B.  (Van  Wagners  Beach, 
Hamilton).  Place  names  in  italics  refer  to  coun- 
ties, districts,  and  regional  municipalities. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBES 

Only  a few  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were 
reported,  all  singles,  including  an  ad.  in  the 
Moodie  Drive  quarry  pond,  Nepean,  Ottawa 
18-24  Sep  (RC,  m.ob.),  one  at  Prince  Edward 


Pt.,  Prince  Edward  3 Oct  (fide  RTS),  one  at 
Cranberry  Marsh,  Whitby,  Durham  17  Oct 
(JHF),  an  ad.  in  Andrew  Haydon  Park,  Ot- 
tawa 18-26  Oct  (RW,  m.ob.),  and  another  in 
Wilfrid  Bog,  Durham  6-10  Nov  (MLH,  ALK). 
The  number  of  Ross’s  Geese  was  much  more 
remarkable,  with  the  largest  group  a family  of 
5 (2  ads.,  3 juvs.)  at  Wildwood  L.,  Oxford  28 
Sep-23  Oct  (PM,  m.ob.).  These  birds  repre- 
sented only  the  3rd  record  of  the  species  for 
the  county,  the  first  two  both  in  fall  2007.  Sin- 
gle ad.  Ross’s  Geese  were  at  Reesor  Rd.  pond, 
York  13  Oct  00.  River  Canard,  Essex  14 
Oct-30  Nov  (RAH,  m.ob.),  in  Thunder  Bay 


city  17  Oct  (AE),  at  Alfred,  Prescott-Russell  24 
Oct  (PWH,  JH),  and  on  Wolfe  1.,  Frontenac  30 
Nov  (K.F.N.);  a juv.  was  at  Pinehurst, 
Chatham-Kent  27  Nov  (IW),  joined  by  2 ads. 
the  next  day  (CA).  A lone  Brant  at  the  Tip  of 
Point  Pelee  9 Nov  was  very  unusual  for  the 
area  (AW,  RPC).  Cackling  Geese  were  widely 
reported  in  the  s.,  mostly  in  small  numbers, 
but  there  were  10  at  Reesor  Rd.  pond  4 Oct 
(WP,  RBHS),  10  at  Sturgeon  Creek,  Essex  7-8 
Oct  (KAM  et  al),  and  11  on  the  Ottawa  R.  at 
Andrew  Haydon  Park  26  Oct  (TFMB). 

Single  male  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  at 
Long  Sauk,  Stormont,  Dundas,  and  Glengarry 
22-27  Oct  (HvdZ)  and  Kingston  18  Oct-30 
Nov+  (K.FN.).  A female  King  Eider  was  at 
Kettle  Pt.,  Lambton  23-30  Nov+  (AHR,  ph.), 
another  was  on  L.  Ontario  off  Stoney  Cr., 
Hamilton  8-28  Nov  (BRH),  and  there  were  3 
there  29-30  Nov+  (BSC,  m.ob).  A female  Har- 
lequin Duck  was  off  Stoney  Cr.  20  Oct  (RZD), 
and  2 were  observed  briefly  at  T.C.B.O.  22 
Oct  QMW  et  al.);  on  18  Nov,  there  was  a male 
at  Humber  Bay  Park,  Toronto  (AK)  and  a fe- 
male at  Ben  Machree  Park,  Peel  QC,  GC);  and 
a female  lingered  at  Kettle  Pt.,  Lambton  8-28 
Nov  (AHR).  Fifty  Black  Scoters  at  Fort  Erie, 
Niagara  25  Oct  (MLJ,  TAS)  was  a good  count. 
Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  are  annual  in  late  fall 
and  winter  in  the  Ottawa  area:  a male  was  on 
the  Remic  Rapids  on  the  Ottawa  R.  19-30 


Oct+  (m.ob.),  a male  was  on  the  nearby 
Rideau  R.  18-20  Nov  (NvM,  SB),  and  there 
were  2 there  27  Nov  (NvM). 

There  was  a good  fall  passage  of  Red- 
throated  Loons  on  L.  Erie  and  L.  Ontario, 
with  high  counts  of  54  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt. 
8 Nov  (L.P.B.O.)  and  95  off  VW.B.  15  Nov 
(KAM,  BRH).  Single  Pacific  Loons  were  re- 
ported off  Pinery  P.P.,  Lambton  1 Nov  (MPA) 
and  at  Prince  Edward  Pt.  2 Nov  (K.FN.).  A 
breeding-plumaged  Horned  Grebe  at  Embrun 
sewage  lagoon,  Prescott-Russell  24  May-31 
Aug  m.ob.)  was  most  unusual  for  the 

Ottawa  area.  There  were  150  Red-necked 


This  family  group  of  two  adult  and  three  juvenile  Ross's  Geese,  an  unusually  high  number  for  southern  Ontario,  was  enjoyed 
by  many  at  Wildwood  Lake,  Oxford  County  28  September  (here)  through  23  October  2008.  Photograph  by  Peeter Miista. 
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Ontario's  fifth  frigatebird  was  photographed  soaring  over 
plowed  fields  near  Colchester,  Essex  County  on  the  north 
shore  of  Lake  Erie  1 2 October  2008.  Photograph  by  Paul  Pratt. 


Grebes  off  Rattray  Marsh,  Peel  13  Sep  (DEP), 
A Western  Grebe  at  Prince  Edward  Pt.  2 Nov 
(BAKR,  JHE,  RDW  et  al.)  was  a county  first 
and  also  new  for  the  Kingston  region. 


SHEARWATERS 
THROUGH  RAPTORS 


A Manx  Shearwater  off  VW.B.  1 Nov  (DRS) 
was  the  2nd  for  the  Hamilton  Birding  Area 
and  the  3rd  for  the  province.  The  only  North- 
ern Gannets  reported  were  single  juvs.  on  L. 
Ontario  between  Eifty  Pt.  and  VW.B.  9-12 
Nov  (BRH,  m.ob.)  and  at  Ft.  Erie,  Niagara  13 
Nov  (JMP).  Away  from  the  nw.  of  the 
province,  single  American  White  Pelicans 
were  seen  in  Hamilton  harbor  7-16  Aug  (BSC, 
m.ob.),  at  the  Moodie  Drive  quarry  pond  11- 
28  Aug  (TFMB,  m.ob.),  and  at  Port  Colborne, 
Niagara  12  Aug  (MLJ,  TAS).  An  ad.  Great 
Cormorant  was  carefully  identified  from  a 
fishing  boat  off  Deseronto,  Hastings  18  Oct 
QD).  Perhaps  the  most  exciting  hnd  of  the 
season  was  an  ad.  male  frigatebird,  likely  a 
Magnificent  Frigatebird,  circling  fishing  boats 
on  L.  Erie  3 km  s.  of  Colchester,  Essex  12  Oct 
(KO,  DO,  BS,  BWi);  the  frigatebird  was  found 
again  and  photographed  later  the  same  day 
(GTH,  PDP),  lazily  soaring  over  farm  fields 
just  w.  of  the  town,  but  not  seen  subsequent- 
ly. This  marks  the  5th  record  of  the  genus  for 
the  province. 

A dawn  survey  of  the  Great  Egret  roost  at 
Luther  Marsh,  Wellington  16  Sep  (DVCW, 
LML)  tallied  227  egrets  leaving  the  roost 
0645-0710  EDT;  outside  the  main  range,  the 
Ottawa  area  had  six  reports  of  Great  Egrets  in 


ones  and  twos  29  Jul-19  Oct  (m.ob.),  and  sin- 
gles were  n.  to  Port  Sydney,  Muskoka  12-30 
Aug  (CMD,  m.ob.),  Wingfield  Basin,  Bruce  7 
Sep  (SM),  and  Bayfield  Sound,  Manitoulin  18- 
19  Sep  QM,  m.ob.).  A Cattle  Egret  frequented 
farm  fields  near  Port  Rowan,  Norfolk  4-17 
Nov  (Pfi  m.ob.),  and  there  were  2 at  Erie 
Beach,  Chatham-Kent  5 Nov  (JTB).  Ajuv.  Yel- 
low-crowned Night-Heron  was  photographed 
at  Grimsby,  Niagara  24  Aug  (RJB). 

A Black  Vulture  flew  southward  with 
Turkey  Vultures  over  Victoria  Harbour,  Sim- 
coe  1 Oct  OPC)-  Ontario’s  first  Mississippi 
Kites  in  fall  were  a juv.  9 Sep  at  Port  Stanley, 
Elgin  (MO,  DRB  et  al.)  and  another  10  Sep  at 
Brooklin,  Durham  (ALA,  HK).  Bald  Eagles 
were  in  good  numbers,  with  the  high  season 
count  of  266  at  H.C.H.  above  average  but  not 
a record.  The  Atikokan  town  dump  support- 
ed 57  Bald  Eagles  in  mid-Nov  (TN).  A juv. 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  was  record  late  for  Al- 
gonquin Park  at  Brewer  L.  2 Nov  (EH). 
Broad-winged  Hawks  moved  in  excellent 
numbers,  but  several  hawkwatches  were  by- 
passed by  them,  owing  to  unfavorable  winds. 
Even  so,  H.C.H.  tallied  a record  season  total 
of  100,354  Broad-wingeds,  with  a one-day 
record  of  81,814  on  16  Sep  achieved 
by  spotters  scrambling  to  the  auxil- 
iary site  at  Sparta  Ridge,  10  km  n.  of 
the  main  site,  where  Broad-wingeds 
were  streaming  over  in  a narrow 
band,  with  several  of  the  biggest  ket- 
tles exceeding  5000  birds.  A juv. 
Swainson’s  Hawk  soared  with  Turkey 
Vultures  over  Oliphant,  Bruce  11  Sep 
(TB),  and  a light-morph  bird  was 
identified  at  H.C.H.  2 Nov  (m.ob.).  A 
juv.  dark-morph  Ferruginous  Hawk 
was  ne.  of  Desbarats,  Algonui  17  Oct 
(RZD).  The  biggest  delight  of  the 
season  was  the  huge  number  of  mi- 
grating Golden  Eagles,  setting  all 
sorts  of  records  for  one-day  flights. 
H.B.M.O.  had  a season  total  of  133, 
with  a one-day  record  of  50  on  1 
Nov;  H.C.H.  produced  a record  sea- 
son total  of  220,  with  three  record- 
breaking  day  counts:  30  on  28  Oct, 

31  on  30  Oct,  and  an  amazing  65  on  1 Nov. 
Much  farther  e..  Prince  Edward  Point  B.O. 
could  hardly  believe  the  61  Golden  Eagles  tal- 
lied 29  Oct,  as  this  peninsula  jutting  into  L. 
Ontario  usually  sees  very  few  Golden  Eagles 
at  all.  Six  Golden  Eagles  traveling  together 
over  Brighton  30  Oct  (RDM)  represented  a 
new  high  count  for  Northumberland.  Sank  Ste. 
Marie  had  a gray-morph  Gyrfalcon  6 Nov 
(TW),  and  a dark  gray  Gyrfalcon  hunted  High 
Bluff  L,  Presqu’ile  PR,  Northumberland  12 
Nov  (FMH,  m.ob.). 


RAILS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A King  Rail  at  the  beaver  pond  in  Komoka 
P.P,  Middlesex  3 Aug  (MC)  was  rare  for  the 
county,  while  an  ad.  at  Hillman  Marsh,  Essex 
14  Aug  (CAC)  was  presumably  a breeding 
bird.  The  74  American  Coots  in  a rice-filled 
bay  near  Atikokan  11  Oct  (DHE)  were  a good 
count  for  Raiity  River.  Much  effort  was  put 
into  surveying  Sandhill  Cranes  on  Manitoulin 
1.  (fide  CTB);  the  cranes  were  very  flighty  this 
year,  changing  feeding  areas  and  roosting 
lakes  as  the  season  progressed,  but  three  one- 
day  counts  exceeded  the  previous  record  of 
3024  set  1 1 Oct  2007,  with  the  official  survey 
16  Oct  2008  tallying  a record  6272  birds.  In 
the  s.,  a fiock  of  100  Sandhill  Cranes  over 
Rockton  18  Nov  (TT)  provided  a record-high 
count  for  the  Hamilton  Birding  Area. 

A Piping  Plover  11  Sep  at  Sandbanks  PE, 
Prince  Edward  (CC  et  al.)  was  the  only  one  re- 
ported. Three  American  Avocets  were  seen  at 
Fish  Pt.,  Pelee  L,  Essex  5 Aug  (ACP).  A juv. 
male  American  Avocet  was  at  Sturgeon  Creek, 
Essex  28  Sep-9  Oct  (STR  m.ob.),  and  one  was 
at  VW.B.  3 Oct  (BRH);  there  were  2 juv.  males 
at  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee  9 Nov  (RPC,  AW), 
while  a female  at  the  mouth  of  Duffin’s  Creek, 


Durham  16-30  Nov-r  (SK,  m.ob.)  was  enjoyed 
by  many  as  it  lingered  into  early  winter. 
Blenheim  Sewage  Lagoon  held  a Willet  7 Aug 
(BAM).  At  Long  Point,  there  was  a Willet  at 
the  Tip  24  Aug,  joined  by  another  the  next 
day,  with  at  least  one  staying  through  14  Sep 
(L.P.B.O.);  another  Willet  was  at  Presqu'ile  PR 
6 Sep  (L&WW).  Single  Hudsonian  Godwits 
were  reported  from  several  locations,  but  a 
spectacular  and  quite  unexpected  24  were 
photographed  in  flight  at  Fanshawe,  Middle- 
sex 4 Aug  (DT);  the  Mitchell  Sewage  Lagoon, 


This  female  American  Avocet  lingered  very  late  at  the  mouth  of  Duffin's 
Creek  in  the  Durham  Region  of  Ontario  1 6 (here)  through  30  November 
2008  and  into  early  winter.  Photograph  by  Carol  Horner. 
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A spectacularly  large  group  of  24  Hudsonian  Godwits  over  Fanshawe  Conservation  Area,  Middlesex  County,  Ontario  4 August 
2008  was  most  unusual  for  the  area.  Photograph  by  Donald  Taylor. 


Perth  had  a group  of  6 on  30  Aug  (ST).  A juv. 
Red  Knot  was  record  late  for  Point  Pelee  at 
Sturgeon  Creek  6 Nov  (AW,  KAM).  There  was 
a Western  Sandpiper  at  Owen  Pt.,  Presqu’ile 
PP  2-9  Sep  (MR,  m.ob.),  and  other  singles 
were  at  Hillman  Marsh  5 Sep  (AW)  and  Pelee 
Marsh,  Essex  28  Sep  (STP).  A very  interesting 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  x Dunlin  hybrid 
was  well  studied  at  Rock  Point  P.P,  Halclimanci 
17-23  Aug  OEB,  DRS,  m.ob.).  A juv.  Curlew 
Sandpiper  was  enjoyed  by  many  during  its 
stay  at  Jaeger  Rocks,  Ft.  Erie  28  Sep-14  Oct 
(PY,  m.ob.).  The  only  notable  number  of  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  this  fall  was  9 at  Gore 
Bay  Airport,  Manitoulin  11  Sep  (CTB,  RT). 
The  15  Long-billed  Dowitchers  at  West  Cran- 
berry Pond  made  a record-high  fall  count  for 
Point  Pelee  (STP,  BL).  The  15  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  off  YWB.  26  Aug  (RZD  et  al.)  also 
made  a record-high  count  for  the  Hamilton 
Birding  Area. 

GULLS  THROUGH  OWLS 

The  Ottawa  area  saw  juv.  Black-legged  Kitti- 
wakes  unusually  early  this  fall,  with  2 at  the 
Moodie  Drive  quarry  pond  5-13  Aug  (GP, 
m.ob.)  and  3 there  8 Aug  QMT,  JMB);  one  was 
at  the  Deschenes  Rapids  on  the  Ottawa  R.  5 
Aug  OS);  and  another  was  at  the  St.  Albert 
Sewage  Lagoon,  Prescott-Russcll  9 Aug  0MB). 
One  photographed  in  Hamilton  harbor  10-11 
Aug  furnished  the  second-earliest  Hamilton 
record  (PM,  m.ob.).  More  expected  was  the  to- 
tal of  4juvs.  off  YWB.  22  Scp-30  Nov  (RZD  ct 


al),  but  there  was  also  an  ad.  there  30  Nov 
(RZD  et  al.).  Feeding  frenzies  of  thousands  of 
gulls  at  Presqu’ile  PP.  3-6  Nov  attracted  at  least 
3 different  juv.  kittiwakes  (MR,  RDM,  m.ob.), 
as  photographs  were  able  to  conhrm;  a juv.  at 
Erieau,  Chatbenn-Keirt  9-12  Nov  (BAM)  was 
rare  for  the  area,  and  another  was  seen  13  Nov 
at  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee  (GTH).  Twelve 
Sabine’s  Gulls  visited  YWB.  27  Aug-12  Nov 
(RZD,  m.ob.);  a juv.  was 
record-early  for  Point 
Pelee  at  the  Tip  28  Aug 
(AW),  where  2 juvs.  were 
noted  8 Sep  (AW,  MBR);  a 
juv.  was  seen  at  Ft.  Erie  27 
Oct-2  Nov  (BW,  m.ob.); 
and  another  hew  with 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  in  the 
outer  harbor  at  Port  Stan- 
ley 11-15  Nov  (CH, 
m.ob.).  The  1200  Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  flying  past 
Cobourg  harbor,  North- 
umberland 31  Oct  (MjCB) 
were  the  most  tallied  for 
the  county  for  several 
years;  25,000  were  on  the 
Niagara  R.  16  Nov  (RS). 

Two  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at 
Hurkett,  Thunder  Bay  15  Nov  (AGH)  were 
very  late  for  L.  Superior.  Long  Point  had  a high 
count  of  6 Little  Gulls  24  Oct  (L.P.B.O.).  A 
compact  flock  of  22  Eranklin’s  Gulls,  mostly 
hrst-cycle  birds,  flew  se.  off  the  Tip  at  Point 


Pelee  8 Nov  (AW,  KAM,  BAM),  with  one  seen 
there  9 Nov  (AW,  STP,  RPC);  a first-cycle  bird 
was  at  Erieau  9 Nov  (BAM),  and  another  was 
in  helds  n.  of  Wheatley  Harbour, 
Chalham-Kent  15  Nov  (AW).  California  Gulls 
included  single  first-cycle  birds  at  the  Thunder 
Bay  city  landfill  10  Oct  (BRH),  at  Old  Woman 
E.,  Eake  Superior  P.P.,  Algoma  16  Oct  (RZD), 
and  at  the  Orillia  landfill,  Simcoe  1-4  Nov 
(KZ);  ads.  were  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Point  10 
Nov  (SAM)  and  at  Port  Stanley,  Elgin  19  Nov 
(MPA);  and  a second-cycle  bird  was  on  the 
lower  Niagara  R.,  viewed  from  the  Adam  Beck 
overlook  23-30  Nov+  (WDA,  BP,  m.ob.).  Less- 
er Black-backed  Gulls  were  in  good  numbers 
at  Niagara,  with  7 above  the  Falls  1 Nov  OMP, 
BW)  and  7 seen  from  Adam  Beck  30  Nov 
(RGT,  Jl);  a juv.  at  Thunder  Bay  city  landfill 
10-13  Oct  (BRH,  m.ob.)  was  unusual  for  L.  Su- 
perior. An  ad.  Glaucous  Gull  at  the  Tip  of 
Point  Pelee  29  Aug  (AW)  was  considered  a 
very  early  fall  migrant. 

There  were  2 juv.  Arctic  Terns  off  YWB.  27 
Sep  (RZD).  A light-morph  juv.  Pomarine 
Jaeger  was  very  early  at  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee 
14  Sep  (AW,  BAM,  JMT);  one  was  observed  at 
the  Tip  of  Long  Point  9 Nov  (L.P.B.O.);  2 juvs 
were  at  Erieau  13  Nov  (JL);  and  one  was  pho- 
tographed at  Pt.  Edward,  Larnbton  15  Nov 
(BAM).  Eake  watchers  at  YWB.  tallied  a total 
of  3 Pomarine  Jaegers  9-15  Nov  (RZD  et  al.) 
and  17  Parasitic  Jaegers  25  Aug-16  Nov  (BRH 
et  ah).  Two  juv.  Parasitic  Jaegers  were  at  Pt. 
Edward  16  Oct  (KRO)  and  3 at  the  Tip  of 
Long  Point  26  Oct  (L.P.B.O.),  while  the  3 
dark-morph  juvs.  off  Cobourg  19  Nov  (RPp, 


MJCB)  made  an  exceptional  count  for 
Northumberland.  A total  of  11  Long-tailed 
Jaegers  flew  by  YWB.  25  Aug-27  Sep  (BRH, 
m.ob.),  a juv.  was  found  dead  at  the  Tip  of 
Long  Point  28  Sep  (SAM,  R’WW),  and  a late 


Juvenile  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  appeared  unusually  early  in  southern  Ontario  in  au- 
tumn 2008,  including  this  one  in  Hamilton  harbor  on  Lake  Ontario  10  and  (here)  11  Au- 
gust 2008.  Photograph  by  Peeter  Musta. 
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ara  Falls  1 Nov  QMP,  BW).  Cave  Swallows 
staged  a minor  passage  along  the  n.  shores  of 
L.  Erie  and  L.  Ontario,  with  8 in  three  small 
groups  at  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee  8 Nov  (AW, 
KAM,  BAM)  and  2 singles  there  the  next  day 
(RPC,  STP  AW,  GTH);  3 were  at  Pt.  Edward  8 
Nov  (TS);  and  2 juvs.  were  at  Erieau  9 Nov 
(IW):  one  was  taken  by  a feral  cat,  but  the 
survivor  was  still  present  and  photographed 
the  next  day  (MJN).  At  the  Tip  of  Long  Point, 
there  were  12  birds  9 Nov,  with  2 banded  that 
day  and  4 more  banded  10  Nov  (L.P.B.O.);  on 
9 Nov,  there  were  3 at  Turkey  Pt.,  Noifolk 
QGB,  KGB)  and  one  at  Old  Cut  (YSA).  A 
Cave  Swallow  was  above  Niagara  Palls  10 
Nov  OEh,  DRS),  with  3 later  that  day  (BP), 
and  one  at  Prince  Edward  Pt.  10  & 17  Nov 
(BER),  the  hrst  for  the  Kingston  region,  occa- 
sionally rested  in  abandoned  Cliff  Swallow 
nests  under  the  eaves  of  the  lighthouse  where 
it  was  foraging;  down  the  St.  Lawrence  R.,  3 
Cave  Swallows  flew  around  and  entered  large 
grain  elevators  at  Johnstown,  Leeds  & 
Grenville  13  Nov  (BDL).  A late  imm.  Barn 
Swallow  flew  off  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee  8 Nov 
(AW,  BAM,  KAM). 

A Rock  Wren  at  Wolf  Camp  L.,  w.  of 
Marathon,  Thunder  Bay  15  Nov  (GS,  MA,  CV) 


This  Cave  Swallow  took  shelter  in  abandoned  Cliff  Swallow  nests  on  the 
lighthouse  at  Prince  Edward  Point,  Prince  Edward  County  10  and  (here) 

1 7 November  2008 — the  first  for  the  Kingston,  Ontario  birding  area. 
Photograph  by  Bruce  Ripley. 

could  not  be  relocated  the  next  day.  A Caroli- 
na Wren  was  unexpected  at  Pumpkin  Pt.,  s.  of 
Echo  Bay,  Algoma  13  Oct  (RZD).  Two  Sedge 
Wrens  were  found  in  a field  on  Mission  1., 
Thunder  Bay  3 Aug  (BM).  In  Algoma.  single 
Townsends  Solitaires  were  at  Elliot  L.  15  Nov 


Nov  (RWW).  A Boreal 
Owl  was  found  in  Alta 
Vista,  Ottawa  6 Nov 
(S&ED,  RAB,  CAL),  and 
one  was  on  the  L.S.S.  9- 
12  Nov  (m.ob.) . At 
Hilliardton  Marsh, 
Timiskaming,  15  Boreal 
Owls  were  banded  in  ear- 
ly Nov  (BDM),  the  hrst 
seen  there  since  fall  2004. 
There  was  a light  passage 
of  Northern  Saw-whet 
Owls,  with  Prince  Ed- 
ward Point  B.O.  banding 
a total  of  715  birds  20 
Sep-31  Oct  (DO)  com- 
pared with  their  record 
1519  in  fall  2007. 


One  of  two  first-year  Fork-tailed  Flycatchers  straying  to  southern  Ontario  in  October 
2008,  this  bird  delighted  many  observers  in  the  Onion  Fields  at  Point  Pelee  22  October 
2008.  Photograph  by  Steve  Pike. 


SWIFTS  THROUGH 
THRUSHES 

The  annual  Chimney 


ad.  was  at  Kettle  Pt.  28  Oct  (AHR);  the  Tip  of 
Point  Pelee  had  individual  juvs.  on  5 (AW), 
20  (AW,JMT),  & 30  Sep  (AW,  MBR).  A total 
of  27  jaegers  off  VW.B.  25  Aug-7  Oct  (BRH, 
m.ob.)  could  not  be  assigned  to  species. 

A White-winged  Dove  visited  feeders  in  St. 
Catharines,  Niagara  21  Jul-18  Oct  (PEC, 
SJHC,  m.ob.).  A late  Mourning  Dove  nest  at 
Oliphant  produced  2 newly  fledged  young  5 
Oct  OWJ).  An  imm.  female  Common 
Ground-Dove  was  discovered  and  pho- 
tographed in  a remote  area  on  Long  Point  1 
Nov  (SAM,  RWW),  the  hrst  record  for  the 
L.RB.O.  and  s.  Ontario  and  only  the  3rd  for 
the  province.  A Barn  Owl,  probably  a migrant, 
called  three  times  as  it  hew  w.  over  Holiday 
Beach  12  Oct  (GTH).  A large  influx  of  Snowy 
Owls  into  s.  Ontario  began  mid-Oct,  the  hrst 
at  Cobourg  harbor  19  Oct  (MJCB),  the  second 
earliest  for  Northumberland.  A good  vole  pop- 
ulation on  Amherst  I.  nourished  several 
Snowies  (m.ob.),  but  elsewhere,  some  were 
emaciated  or  found  dead,  suggesting  ad- 
vanced starvation,  perhaps  from  a crash  of  ro- 
dent prey  on  breeding  grounds  following  an 
unusually  successful  breeding  season,  A 
Northern  Hawk  Owl  was  actively  hunting  at 
Oxford  Station,  Leeds  & Grenville  5 Nov  (RP), 
one  was  near  Shirley’s  Bay,  Ottawa  7 Nov  (fide 
LN),  and  one  was  on  the  L.S.S,  8-9  Nov  (ALA, 
m.ob.).  There  was  a peak  count  of  26  Short- 
eared Owls  on  Amherst  I,  2 Nov  (BDL).  A Bo- 
real Owl  was  banded  at  Innis  Point  B.O., 
Shirley’s  Bay  29  Sep  {fide  DB);  a hatch-year  fe- 
male was  banded  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Point  1 
Nov,  the  hrst  ever  Boreal  Owl  for  L.RB.O. , and 
one  was  also  seen  at  Old  Cut,  Long  Roint  29 


Swift  watch  in  London, 
Middlesex  yielded  a high  count  of  285  birds 
coming  in  to  roost  in  one  chimney  late  Sep 
(PAR);  the  100  swifts  over  downtown 
Cobourg  4 Aug  (CEG)  made  the  highest 
count  since  1995.  A late  imm.  Red- 
headed Woodpecker  was  at  Cabot 
Head,  Bruce  through  at  least  5 Nov 
(SM),  one  was  at  the  Tip  of  Long 
Point  through  the  end  of  the  period 
(YSA,  SAM),  and  another  was  in 
Kingston  26-30  Nov  (VPM,  JHE). 
Lingering  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers 
were  n.  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  where 
there  were  four  sightings  in  Nov  (fide 
KMl),  and  Wawa,  Algoma  in  late  Nov 
(fide  NGE). 

A molting  ad.  Western  Kingbird 
was  photographed  at  Port  Colborne 
30  Aug  (ALA),  and  one  was  at  Stoney 
Creek  1 Sep  (GL).  A hrst-year  Fork- 
tailed Flycatcher  caused  a sensation 
at  Prince  Edward  Pt.  5 Oct  (DO, 
m.ob.)  as  it  hawked  from  treetops  for 
wasps  and  moths;  another  first-year 
Pork-tailed  was  a one-day  wonder  at 
the  Onion  Pields  at  Point  Pelee  22 
Oct  (BMO,  m.ob.).  These  birds  were 
the  10th  and  11th  for  Ontario,  and 
both  appeared  to  be  of  the  expected 
nominate  subspecies.  A White-eyed 
Vireo  at  Bronte  Creek  PR,  Halton  22 
Nov  (MWJ)  was  record  late  for  the  Hamilton 
Birding  Area.  There  was  a late  Blue-headed 
Vireo  at  Chippawa,  Niagara  30  Nov  (BDL). 
Two  Purple  Martins  lingered  at  Hillman 
Marsh  through  4 Oct  (NR),  There  were  21 
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  over  Niag- 
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A beautiful  adult  male  Townsend's  Warbler,  banded  at  Thunder  Cape  Bird  Observatory 
i August  2008,  was  the  first  for  Thunder  Bay  Region  and  for  northern  Ontario. 
Photograph  by  John  Woodcock. 


and  Blind  River  22  Nov  {fide  EM).  There  were 
several  reports  of  Varied  Thrushes.  A female 
was  at  Presqu’ile  FR  2 Oct  (FMH,  m.ob),  the 
first  ever  for  Presqu'ile;  a male  was  at  a feeder 
near  Little  Pike  Bay,  Bruce  18-26  Nov  (AR); 
and  an  ad.  male  was  at  a feeder  in  Deep  River, 
Renfrew  28-30  Nov-r  (H&CM,  LH). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  imm.  female  Blue-winged  Warbler  was 
well  n.  of  its  usual  range  at  Rainbow  Falls  P.P., 
Rossport,  Thunder  Bay  15  Oct  (RZD).  A fe- 
male Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  frequented 
La  Salle  Park,  Aldershot,  Halton  23-30  Nov-i- 
(RvT,  m.ob.).  Rare  fall  warblers  included  an 
ad.  male  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  in  Ron- 
deau PR,  Chatham-Kent  23-30  Nov-r  QTB, 
BAM,  m.ob.),  first  record  for  the  Rondeau 
area,  and  an  ad.  male  Townsend’s  Warbler 
banded  at  Thunder  Cape  3 Aug  (JMW,  MW), 
a first  for  Thunder  Bay  and  for  n.  Ontario.  Late 
Pine  Warblers  at  feeders  included  one  at 
Grand  Bend,  Huron  14-16  Nov  (MPA)  and  a 
very  bright  male  at  Presqu’ile  RP.  19-27  Nov 
(FMH,  m.ob.).  A Blackpoll  Warbler  was  late 
at  Fifty  Point  C.A.  3 Nov  (CEE),  and  an 
American  Redstart  photographed  in  snow 
along  the  Thames  R.  in  London  20-23  Nov 
(SI)  was  the  latest  record  for  Middlesex. 

There  were  single  female-type  Summer 
Tanagers  on  Amherst  I.  20  Sep  (AKBR,  JHE) 
and  at  Thunder  Bay  city  25  Oct  (LG)  and  26 
Nov  (TC);  an  imm.  male  Summer  Tanager 
was  photographed  during  its  stay  at  feeders  in 
Richmond  Hill,  York  20-23  Nov  (GEL, 
m.ob.).  An  ad.  male  Spotted  Towhee  of  sub- 
species arcticus  frequented  the  Tip  of  Point 
Pelee  11-30  Nov+  (AW,  m.ob.),  the  3rd  record 
for  the  area.  Two  out-of-range  Eastern 
Towhees  were  in  Thunder  Bay:  a male  at  Ross- 
port 6-14  Nov  (HGS),  and  a female  at  Nip- 
igon 23-30  Nov+  (GJL).  A very  tardy  Clay- 
colored  Sparrow  in  the  Onion  Fields  at  Point 


Pelee  23  Nov  (AW)  was 
record  late  for  Point  Pelee 
by  38  days  and  record 
late  for  Ontario.  Single 
Lark  Sparrows  were  seen 
on  the  West  Beach  at 
Point  Pelee  11  Oct 
(MAK)  and  in  Sudbury 
17  Nov  (MAT).  Le  Con- 
te’s Sparrow  sightings  in- 
cluded an  ad.  near  Carp, 
Ottawa  27  Sep  (PWH) 
and  one  at  Trent  Univer- 
sity, Peterborough  8 Oct 
(MCF).  Several  Nelson’s 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrows 
were  seen  as  usual  in 
Dundas  Marsh,  Hamilton 
late  Sep-mid-Oct  (m.ob,);  there  were  2 in  Ft. 
Erie  10  Oct  (WDA,  TBJ);  2 were  in  L.  Traverse 
Marsh,  Algonquin  Park  14  Oct  (CB  et  ah); 
and  on  Amherst  1.,  a total  of  20  birds  was  tal- 
lied 22  Sep-13  Oct  (BLR  et  al.). 

A male  Northern  Cardinal  returned  to  a 
feeder  at  Rossport  for  the  3rd  year  in  a row 
(DS).  An  imm.  male  Indigo  Bunting  was  n.  to 
Longlac,  Thunder  Bay  29-30  Oct  (GE).  A 
Dickcissel  was  observed  at  Breakwater,  Long 
Point  25  Aug  (L.P.B.O.),  one  was  nearby  at 
the  Tip  29  Oct  QEC, 

ERA),  and  a female 
was  on  the  Thunder 
Bay  city  waterfront  2 
Oct  (BM).  A Western 
Meadowlark  was  heard 
and  seen  at  the  Long 
Point  Tip  7 Nov 
(RWW).  Single  Brew- 
er’s Blackbirds  were  at 
La  ke-on-the-Mo  un- 
tain,  Prince  Edward  23 
Oct  (RTS)  and  at  the 
Tip  of  Long  Point  27 
Oct  and  9 Nov 
(L.P.B.O.),  and  there 
were  3 in  the  Onion 
Fields  at  Point  Pelee  16 
Nov  (AW). 

White-winged  Crossbills  appeared  in  many 
areas  in  early  Aug,  usually  flying  high  above 
the  canopy  or  feeding  in  spruce.  The  25  near 
Campbellville,  Halton  8 Aug  (LM)  provided  a 
record-early  fall  date  for  the  Hamilton  Birding 
Area,  but  then  almost  none  were  seen  until 
early  Nov,  when  they  became  widespread.  At 
Long  Point,  flocks  of  up  to  150  were  observed 
at  several  locations  in  Nov  (fide  YSA),  and 
flocks  at  Rondeau  RP.  and  in  Lambton  through 
Nov  conhrmed  a large  movement  through  s. 
Ontario  (fide  BAM).  Common  Redpolls  ap- 
peared in  Algonquin  Park  late  Oct,  with  many 


small  flocks  and  a few  larger  groups  seen 
through  Nov  (fide  RGT),  but  few  ventured 
farther  southward.  Pine  Siskins  were  widely 
reported  in  low  numbers  Aug-late  Sep;  num- 
bers increased  through  Oct,  to  drop  again  in 
Nov  as  birds  appeared  to  move  southward 
(m.ob.).  A few  small  groups  of  Evening  Gros- 
beaks were  observed  from  time  to  time  in  Al- 
gonquin Park  (fide  RGT)  and  elsewhere,  but 
total  numbers  remained  a fraction  of  those 
seen  a decade  or  so  ago  (m.ob.). 

Corrigendum:  The  correct  dates  for  the 
Green-tailed  Towhee  banded  at  Thunder 
Cape  B.O.  in  fall  2007  are  19-22  Sep  2007. 

Subregional  editors  (boldface)  and  cited  ob- 
servers; Alfred  L.  Adamo,  Martha  Allen,  Craig 
Anderson,  Maris  R Apse,  Yousif  S.  Attia,  Mar- 
garet J.  C.  Bain,  Raymond].  Barlow,  Tony  L 
M.  Beck,  Chris  T.  Bell,  John  E.  Black,  Tom 
Bolohan,  Chris  Boettger,  Jacques  M.  Bouvier, 
Robert  A,  Bracken,  David  Britton,  Suzanne 
Britton,  David  R.  Brown,  James  T.  Burk,  James 

G.  Burrell,  Kenneth  G.  Burrell,  Richard  P 
Carr,  Taina  Chahal,  Paul  E.  Chapman,  SueJ. 

H.  Chapman,  Cherise  A.  Charron,  Jean-Pierre 
Cheff,  Barry  S.  Cherriere,  Glenn  Coady,  Joe  E. 
Cockram,  James  R Coey,  Rick  Collins,  Mary 


Carnahan,  John  Crawford,  Charles  Crowe, 
Willie  D'Anna,  Joanne  Dewey,  Bruce  Di  Labio, 
Rob  Z.  Dobos,  Susan  & Elijah  Doern,  Cheryl 
E.  Edgecombe,  David  H.  Elder,  Joel  H.  Ellis, 
Gary  Emms,  Aarre  Ertolahti,  Nicholas  G.  Es- 
cort, James  H.  Fairchild,  Myles  C.  Falconer, 
Pat  Finney,  Brett  Fried,  Len  Godwin,  Clive  E. 
Goodwin,  Peter  W.  Hall,  Lynn  Hardy,  Allan  G. 
Harris,  Jeff  Harrison,  Fred  M.  Helleiner,  G. 
Tom  Hince,  Clive  Hodder,  Brandon  R.  Hold- 
en, Matthew  L.  Holder,  Robert  A.  Horvath, 
Ethan  Huner,  Stuart  Immonen,  Jean  Iron, 
Marcia  L.  Jacklin,  Anita  Jacobsen,  Mark  W. 


This  adult  male  Spotted  Towhee  frequented  deep  cover  at  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee  11-30  (here 

12)  November  2008  and  into  winter.  Photograph  by  Steve  Pike. 
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Jennings,  Carl  & Becky  Johnson,  Joseph  W. 
Johnson,  Tom  B.  Johnson,  Andrew  Keaveney, 
Michael  A.  Kielb,  Sheila  King,  Andrea  L. 
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Lewis,  Christy  MacDonald,  Stuart  A. 
Mackenzie,  V Paul  Mackenzie,  Nicholas  von 
Maltzahn,  Blake  A.  Mann,  Lou  Marsh,  Eric  A. 
Martinez,  Harold  & Connie  McCall,  Ken 
Mcllwrick  (KMI),  Kevin  A.  McLaughlin,  Lin- 
da McLearn  (LML),  R.  Doug  McRae,  Erwin 
Meissner,  Stephane  Menu,  David  J.  Milsom, 
Brian  Moore,  Joyce  Morrell,  Bruce  D.  Mur- 
phy, Peeter  Musta,  Tom  Nash,  Larry  Neily 


Michael  J.  Nelson,  Dana  Ogglesby  Ken  Og- 
glesby  David  Okines,  Ontbirds  (Listserve  of 
the  Ontario  Field  Ornithologists),  Matt  Os- 
wald, Brad  M.  Ouellette,  Karl  R.  Overman, 
Martin  J.  Parker,  Jim  M.  Pawlicki,  Donald  E. 
Perks,  Justin  Peter,  Gerard  Phillips,  Mike 
Pickup,  Stephen  T.  Pike,  Adam  C.  Pinch, 
Winnie  Poon,  Richard  Pope  (RPp),  Betsy  Pot- 
ter, Richard  Poulin  (RPl),  Paul  D.  Pratt,  Ray- 
field  R.  Pye,  Alfred  Raab,  Peter  A.  Read,  Mar- 
ianne B.  Reid,  Wayne  Renaud,  Alf  H.  Rider, 
Maureen  Riggs,  Bruce  E.  Ripley,  Nancy  Rob- 
son, A.  K.  Bud  Rowe,  Dan  R.  Salisbury, 
Jacques  Savard,  Tim  A.  Sebum,  Brad  Smith, 
Harold  G.  Smith,  Roy  B.  H.  Smith,  Timothy 


Snieder,  Robert  Spahn,  Dave  Speer,  R.  Terry 
Sprague,  Greg  Stroud,  J.  Michael  Tate,  Bar- 
bara Taylor,  Donald  Taylor,  Tom  Thomas, 
Rod  Thompson,  Steve  Thorpe,  Mick  A. 
Throssel,  Ronald  G.  Tozer,  Rohan  van  Twest, 
Christine  Vance,  Richard  Waters,  Bill  Watson, 
Ronald  D.  Weir,  Lori  & William  Wensley 
D.Y  Chip  Weseloh,  Bob  Wickett  (BWi),  Teri 
Winter,  Ross  W.  Wood,  John  M.  Woodcock, 
Maureen  Woodcock,  Irene  Woods,  Alan 
Wormington,  Dave  Worthington,  Peter  Yoerg, 
Kirk  Zufelt,  Hans  van  der  Zweep.  © 
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It  was  a cool  and  often  blustery  autumn 
with  dry  beginnings.  The  dryness  was 
eased  by  an  excess  of  precipitation  in  Sep- 
tember, partly  courtesy  of  another  hurricane 
season,  one  likely  responsible  for  several  va- 
grants. Neotropical  songbird  migration  was 
poorly  documented,  with  few  concentrations 
drawing  comment,  yet  many  early  and  late 
dates  were  established.  Waterfowl  were  unre- 
markable but  for  a curious  early  influx  of  div- 
ing ducks.  Sentiment  was  mixed  over  the 
shorebird  flight,  as  high  water  and  plant  suc- 
cession affected  traditional  sites  on  Lake  Erie. 
Birders  enjoyed  a strong  siskin  flight,  an 
above-average  number  of  jaegers  and  Snowy 
Owls,  and  a movement  of  Franklin’s  Gulls 
into  the  western  portions  of  the  Region  remi- 
niscent of  the  1998  invasion.  A sprinkling  of 
late-season  songbirds  rounded  out  the  season 
at  its  close,  with  just  a hint  of  the  White- 
winged Crossbill  drama  to  come. 

Abbreviations:  Bellevue  wetlands  (flooded 
karst  region  of  Sandusky/Seneca,  OH); 
B.S.B.O.  (Black  Swamp  B.O.);  Buck  Creek 


(Buck  Creek  S.R,  Clark,  OH);  Caesar  Creek 
(Caesar  Creek  S.R,  WarrenIGreene,  OH);  Con- 
neaut  (Conneaut  Harbor  and  Marsh,  Ashtabu- 
la, OH);  Green  Bottom  (Green  Bottom 
W.M.A.,  Mason/Cabell,  WV);  H.M.S.  (Hawk 
Mountain  Sanctuary,  Berks,  PA);  Headlands 
(Headlands  Beach  S.R,  Headlands  State  Na- 
ture Rreserve,  and  Mentor  Marsh/Lagoons, 
Lake,  OH);  Hoover  (Hoover  Res.,  Delaware 
and  Franklin,  OH);  O.S.U.  (Ohio  State  Uni- 
versity); Ottawa  (Ottawa  N.W.R.,  Lucas/ 
Ottawa,  OH);  Rresque  Isle  (Rresque  Isle  S.R, 
Erie,  RA);  R.W.M.A.  (Rymatuning  W.M.A., 
Crawford,  RA);  Byrd  Dam 
(Robert  C.  Byrd  Lock  & 

Dam,  Mason,  WV); 

S.R.C.E  (Susquehanna  R./ 

Conejohela  Flats,  Lancast- 
er, FA);  Y.C.S.F.  (Yellow 
Creek  S.R,  Indiana,  RA). 

WATERFOWL 
THROUGH 
FRIGATEBIRD 

A Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Duck  was  captured  in  a 
duck  trap  at  R.W.M.A.  31 
Aug,  the  5 th  record  for  the 
state  (ph.  K.  Jacobs).  Sin- 
gle Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  were  late  arrivals  in 
Mahoning,  OH  19  Nov 
(CH),  in  Ross,  OH  25  Nov 
(RF),  and  in  Summit,  OH  27  Nov  (RTr).  A 
flock  of  7 was  seen  over  Holmes,  OH  27  Nov 
(ES).  A wave  of  early  Snow  Geese  in  ne.  Ohio 
left  singles  in  Lorain  17  Sep  (M.  Sandy),  at 
Conneaut  18  Sep  (S.  Isaaco),  and  in  Portage 


21  Sep  (GCu).  The  first  w.  flyway  arrivals 
were  reported  26  Oct  in  Hancock,  OH,  fol- 
lowed by  a flock  of  75  over  Wood,  OH  1 Nov 
(AS,  BSs),  contributing  to  a modest  w.  total  of 
135  birds.  Two  were  over  Preston,  WV  30  Oct 
(G.  Felton).  Single  Ross’s  Geese  appeared  24 
Oct  at  RW.M.A.,  Coatsville  Res.,  Chester,  PA 
(L.  Lewis),  and  L.  Buckhorn,  Holmes,  OH  27- 
28  Nov,  where  seen  to  fly  into  Coshocton  for  a 
first  county  record  Q-  E-  Yoder).  The  3-5 
Cackling  Geese  at  Acton  L.  Preble,  OH  21-26 
Oct  (D.  Russell,  ph.  JL)  were  the  first  among 
25  in  Ohio,  led  by  a flock  of  1 1 in  Summit  27 


Nov  (RTr).  Eight  Cackling  Geese  over  Little 
Gap,  Northampton,  PA  17  Oct  (RW)  and  9 at 
Edinburg  L.,  Lawrence,  PA  22  Nov  (MV,  GM) 
were  strong  numbers  for  the  e.  highlands.  The 
150  Brant  past  Bake  Oven  Knob,  Lehigh  22 


Pennsylvania's  third  Brown  Pelican,  a juvenile,  was  found  dead  on  5 November  2008  at 
Raystown  Lake,  Huntingdon  County;  it  that  had  been  banded  as  a nestling  in  Maryland. 
Photograph  by  Bill  Weaver. 
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Many  prior  Ohio  records  of  Wood  Stork  have  been  one-day  wonders  seen  by  a few  observers.  These  three  allowed  close  study 
for  a great  many  26  August  through  8 (here  6)  September  2008.  Photograph  by  Renee  Tressler. 


Oct  (fide  SK)  made  a good  count.  Of  only  2 
Brant  along  L.  Erie,  one  in  Cuyahoga,  OH  31 
Oct  was  the  earliest  (JBr).  Staging  before  their 
winter  dispersal  at  East  Harbor  S.P.,  Ottawa, 
OH  were  a state-record  220  Mute  Swans  29 
Nov  (TB,  P.  Bartlett).  The  flight  of  Tundra 
Swans  over  the  West  Virginia  mts.  was  well 
documented,  with  180  over  Berkeley  10  Nov 
(RB),  75  over  Jefferson  16  Nov  (E. 
Kirschbaum),  and  40  over  Tucker  23  Nov 
(RB).  Another  50  were  at  Snake  Hill  W.M.A., 
Monongalia  21  Nov  (SO).  Peak  flights  in 
Pennsylvania  came  11  Nov,  with  460  at 
Y.C.S.P  (MH),  and  670  at  Stone  Mt.  hawk- 
watch,  Huntington  (GG). 

The  summering  Redhead  at  Blendon 
Woods  Metropark,  Columbus,  OH  remained 
through  21  Oct  (S.  Townsend,  m.ob.),  while 
one  at  S.RC.E  30  Aug  QB,  BS)  was  early.  A fe- 
male Greater  Scaup  at  Conneaut  9 Sep  (CH) 
was  early.  An  estimated  16,900  scaup  passed 
Presque  Isle  in  just  90  minutes  26  Nov,  fol- 
lowed by  over  15,000  in  just  30  minutes  on 

28  Nov  QM).  Nothing  of  this  movement  was 
detected  farther  west.  A Bufflehead  at  the 
Bellevue  wetlands,  Sandusky  31  Aug-2  Sep 
(CP  C.  Caldwell)  was  likely  one  seen  there 
through  Jun.  The  150  on  Cheat  L.,  Monon- 
galia, WV  21  Nov  (SO,  M.  Peters)  was  an  ex- 
cellent count  for  the  s.  mts.,  as  was  370  at  L. 
Ontelaunee,  Berks,  PA  17  Nov  (RK).  A female 
Common  Goldeneye  on  the  Scioto  R., 
Franklin  30  Aug  (P  North)  was  likely  the 
same  bird  found  there  15  Sep  (j.  Tinianow). 
There  are  no  prior  fall  Ohio  records  away 
from  L.  Erie  before  Oct.  Equally  astonishing 
was  a 25  Aug  Long-tailed  Duck  at  Headlands 
(RH).  One  s.  to  Deer  Creek  L.,  Pickaway,  OH 

29  Oct  (R.  Royse)  was  unexpected,  while  an- 
other settled  in  at  a Columbus  metropark  4- 
16  Nov  to  the  delight  of  many  (fide  A.  Shaw, 


RLy,  m.ob.).  High  counts  in  Pennsylvania 
were  17  at  Presque  Isle  19  & 23  Nov  QM). 
Single  Black  Scoters  in  Pickaway,  OH  30  Oct 
(RLy)  and  Clennont,  OH  18  Oct  (AS,  BSs) 
were  early  for  s.  Ohio.  One  on  the  Shenan- 
doah R.,  Jefferson,  WV  2 Nov  and  2 there  11 
Nov  (MO)  were  exceptional  for  the  Eastern 
Panhandle.  The  passage  of  scoters  along  the 
Central  Basin  in  Nov  was 
average,  with  about  58  Surf 
and  60  Black  Scoters.  An- 
other 15  Surf  Scoters  were 
found  on  inland  Ohio  wa- 
ters. The  26  White-winged 
Scoters  tallied  at  Presque 
Isle  19  Nov  (JM)  was  the 
largest  Regional  concentra- 
tion in  many  years.  At  least 
2,  possibly  4,  Harlequin 
Ducks  were  found  within 
the  Central  Basin  from  16 
Nov  QP)  into  Dec.  A Harle- 
quin Duck  was  at  Keystone 
S.P,  Westmoreland,  PA  19 
Nov  (fide  D.  Byers). 

Relatively  few  Red- 
throated  Loons  were  found 
on  L.  Erie,  although  14  were 
tallied  at  P.l.S.P.  29  Nov 
OM).  Singles  were  inland  to 
Caesar  Creek  2 & 23  Nov 
(LG,  RA)  and  Rocky  Fork 
S.P,  Highland  (RA),  with  a 
high  count  of  5 at  L.  Nock- 
amixon,  Bucks,  PA  18  Nov  0-  Horn).  The 
main  Common  Loon  flight  took  place  with 
800  over  Headlands  17  Nov  (RH,  JT)  and  175 
over  H.M.S.  18  Nov  (LGo).  An  ad.  Horned 
Grebe  at  S.R.C.E  8-17  Aug  QB,  DB,  BS)  was 
very  early.  Within  a small  Horned  Grebe  flight 
of  119  birds  in  Lake,  OH  15  Nov  were  2 Red- 


necked Grebes  and  an  Eared  Grebe  QP)-  The 
only  Ohio  inland  report  of  Red-necked  Grebe 
came  from  Buck  Creek  30  Oct  (BSs).  Two 
Eared  Grebes  at  Findlay  Res.,  Hancock,  OH  1 
Nov  (AS,  BSs)  were  joined  by  another  30  Nov 
(RSs).  Singles  were  at  Rocky  Fork  S.P,  High- 
land, OH  9 Nov  and  at  Caesar  Creek  23  Nov 
(both  RA).  Two  Eared  Grebes  at  S.R.C.E  12- 
31  Oct  represent  a 2nd  local  record  (BS  et  al.). 
A juv.  Northern  Gannet  in  Lake,  OH  13-15 
Nov  (RH,  JT)  and  one  in  Lorain,  OH  16  Nov 
QBr,  P.  Chaon,  GL)  may  have  been  the  same 
bird.  Another  sighting  from  the  Ohio  heart- 
land came  3 Oct  with  one  circling  over  a 
Fredericksburg,  Holmes  farm  Qoseph  & 
Wilma  Miller).  An  American  White  Pelican 
was  at  Buck  Creek  2-3  Aug  (DO),  and  3 were 
in  Preble  22  Sep  0-  & S.  Michael).  A flock  of 
6 was  noted  at  Grand  L.,  Auglaize/Mercer,  OH 
21  Aug  0-  Bowers),  while  5 appeared  at 
Hoover  31  Aug  through  2 Oct  (C.  Waldron, 
RTh,  CB,  m.ob.),  with  one  remaining  30  Oct 
(CB).  Two  more  were  near  Bakersville,  Tus- 
carawas, OH  31  Aug  (Robert  Miller).  A juv. 
Brown  Pelican  found  dead  5 Nov  at  Raystown 
L.,  Huntingdon,  PA,  represents  a 3rd  state 
record  (fide  GG,  ph  B.  Weaver);  it  had  been 
banded  previously  in  Maryland.  A Great  Cor- 
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Rare  but  regular  In  Ohio,  Marbled  Godwits  staged  a widespread  flight  in  autumn 
2008,  affording  rare  opportunities  for  photography.  This  bird  was  present  in  Sandusky 
County  28  (here  30)  August  through  1 September.  Photograph  by  Renee  Tressler. 

morant  at  Peach  Bottom,  Lattcaster,  PA  8 Nov 
was  unusual  for  that  location  (BS,  TA).  The 
19,000+  Double-crested  Cormorants  over 
Kelleys  1.,  Erie,  OH  14  Nov  (TB)  is  becoming 
an  annual  event.  Single  ad.  female  or  juv.  An- 
hingas  rose  on  thermals  over  H.M.S.  10  Sep 
(RK)  and  17  Oct  (C.  Funes,  RK,  AK).  A group 
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In  2008,  two  Red  Phalaropes  appeared  19-26  (here  19)  September  on  the  opposite 
bank  along  the  Huntington,  West  Virginia  riverfront.  There  are  few  records  of  the 
species  for  the  Mountain  State.  Photograph  by  Simon  Collier. 


of  3 Anhingas  passed  over  H.M.S.  20  Sep  (K. 
Bildstein,  C.  Funes).  Another  Anhinga  was 
reported  over  Doylestown,  Bucks,  PA  7 Sep  Q- 
Tramontano).  An  Anhinga  in  flight  over 
Hocking,  OH  16  Sep  (J.  Fry,  Stephen 
Williams)  and  a Magnificent  Frigatebird  over 
Stark  the  same  day  (G.  Hochstetler)  were  co- 
incident with  the  passage  of  Hurricane  Ike 
through  the  Region.  A Magnificent  Frigate- 
bird  was  seen  at  Blue  Marsh  L.,  Berks,  PA  20 
Sep  (L.  Frederick,  R.  & K.  Wagner,  JS),  and 
possibly  the  same  bird  was  seen  later  that 
same  day  at  Militia  Hill  hawkwatch,  Mont- 
gomery, PA  (ph.  G.  Layne). 

HERONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Single  Green  Herons  remained  in  Cuyahoga, 
OH  17  Nov  (ph.  M.  Ward  Piros),  in  Wood, 
WV  14  Nov  0.  Esker,  m.ob.),  and  Chester,  PA 
10  Nov  (D.  Kendall).  A cooperative  Tricol- 
ored Heron  at  Medusa  Marsh,  Erie,  OH  24 
Aug-5  Sep  (LR,  JBr,  DS,  m.ob.)  may  have 
been  the  same  bird  seen  a few  miles  e.  at  Shel- 
don Marsh  State  Nature  Preserve  9 Sep  (LRk). 
A Snowy  Egret  was  a rare  visitor  to  s.-cen. 
Ohio  at  Deer  Creek  W.A.,  Pickaway  1 Aug 
(RA);  another  tarried  in  Chester,  PA  25-28 
Oct  (NP,  LL).  The  20  at  Medusa  Marsh,  Erie, 
OH  30  Aug  (BSs)  was  representative  of  the  lo- 
cal Sandusky  Bay  population.  An  excellent 
count  of  141  Great  Egrets  came  from  S.R.C.E 
2 Aug  (DB,  BS).  Nice  counts  of  Little  Blue 
Herons  included  5 at  Octoraro  Res.,  Lancast- 
er, PA  12  Aug  (T.  Raub)  and  5 at  S.R.C.E  2 
Aug  (DB,  BS).  Apart  from  the  4 Little  Blue 
Herons  in  the  Western  Basin  through  early 
Sep  (S.  Young,  J.  McIntyre,  m.ob.),  one  was 
present  in  Hamilton  11  Aug  (RF).  Singles  vis- 
ited Presque  Isle  7 Aug  (MV)  and  20  Sep  (Ron 
Leberman).  Late  Cattle  Egrets  in  Ohio  includ- 
ed singles  in  Holmes  13  Nov  (ph.  BG)  and  in 


Geauga  10  Nov  (ph.  1. 
Schmidt).  Singles  in  Penn- 
sylvania were  in  Delaware  2 
Aug  (F.  Windfelder),  at 
S.R.C.E  2 Aug  (BS,  DB),  and 
in  Franklin  21  Oct  (C.  Gar- 
ner, D.  Gearhart).  Rare  away 
from  known  breeding  sites, 
a juv.  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  was  at  Blue 
Marsh  L.,  Berks,  PA  25 
Aug-6  Sep  (JS).  Imm.  White 
Ibis  explored  Pennsylvania: 
one  (an  individual  different 
from  a summer  bird)  ap- 
peared at  S.R.C.E  2 Aug  (BS, 
DB),  while  another  was  at 
Middle  Creek  W.M.A.,  Lan- 
caster/Lebanon from  Jul 
through  24  Aug  Qb),  and 
another  was  along  the  Schuykill  R.,  at  Valley 
Forge,  Montgomery  14  Aug  (M.  Bertram,  K. 
King,  fide  K.  Crilley).  A Glossy  Ibis  visited 
the  Williamstown  wetlands,  Wood,  WV  22 
Sep-14  Oct  (R.  Esker,  Pat  Collins,  ph.  MO, 
RTm,  m.ob.),  and  another  was  at  Byrd  Dam  3 
& 9 Oct  (D.  Beutler,  DP).  These  represent  the 
4th  and  5th  records  for  West  Virginia,  four 
coming  in  the  past  18  months.  Two  Glossy 
Ibis  were  in  Mahoning,  OH  2-9  Oct  (ph.  BJo  et 
al.).  The  19  Glossy  Ibis  at  L.  Nockamixon, 
Bucks,  PA  18  Sep  made  an  excellent  count  (B. 
Friedermann).  Three  young  Wood  Storks  in 
Coshocton,  OH  26  Aug-8  Sep  (R.  Schlabach, 
T.  Hochstetler,  BS,  ph.  RTr,  m.ob.)  were  seen 
by  many.  It  was  only  four  years  ago  that  we 
considered  a record  flight  of  800  Turkey  Vul- 
tures over  Toledo,  OH  to  be  outstanding.  That 
record  was  shattered  by  2935  over  Toledo  16 
Oct  (BG).  Later  that  day,  due  s.  over  Hancock, 
J.  Loughman  tallied  583,  within  which  a sin- 
gle Black  Vulture  was  found.  Remarkably,  this 
flight  was  followed  the  18th  with  1621  over 
Whitehouse,  Lucas,  OH  (MA).  Clearly,  greater 
numbers  must  summer  n.  of  the  Region. 
Black  Vultures  continue  to  explore  sw.  West 
Virginia,  where  2 were  seen  in  Putnam  24  Aug 
(GR)  and  5 in  Cabell  18  Nov  (TI).  One  hun- 
dred in  Harper’s  Ferry,  Jefferson,  WV  10  Nov 
(D.  Sylvester)  was  a significant  concentration 
for  the  Eastern  Panhandle. 

A Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  reported  at  Tyler 
Arboretum,  Delaware,  PA  24  Sep  (S.  Tuttle), 


and  another  was  near  Chambersburg, 
Franklin,  PA  20  Sep  (B.  Gerke,  fide  S.  Saffier). 
Single  Mississippi  Kites  were  reported  at 
H.M.S.  7 Sep  (M.  Wlasniewski)  and  in  Bern 
Twp.,  Berks  6 Oct  QS)-  Another  early  cen. 
Ohio  Golden  Eagle  appeared  over  Dublin, 
Franklin  16  Sep  (P.  McSweeny).  The  7483 
Broad-winged  Hawks  over  the  Buckingham 
hawkwatch,  Bucks,  PA  17  Sep  (G.  Rowe)  rep- 
resented a good  count  for  the  e.  highlands.  A 
count  of  7296  Broad-winged  Hawks  over  Tole- 
do 19  Sep  is  among  the  highest  for  Ohio  (BG 
et  al.).  Two  days  earlier,  farther  s.  on  the  same 
flight  line  over  Xenia,  Greene,  OH,  700  were 
tallied  (D.  Malas).  A Swainson’s  Hawk  was  re- 
ported at  Rose  Tree  Park  hawkwatch, 
Delaware,  PA  13  Oct  0-  Lockyer).  Continuing 
a trend  of  the  past  12  years.  Merlins  appeared 
s.  to  Mason,  WV  1 Aug  (WA),  Montgomery,  OH 
2 Aug  (RA),  and  Pickeringion  Ponds  8 Aug 
(RTh).  The  capture  and  banding  of  an  imm. 
gray-morph  Gyrfalcon  at  Little  Gap  Raptor 
Banding  Station,  Northampton,  PA  26  Nov  (G. 
Yoder)  ranks  among  the  more  exciting  finds 
for  the  Region.  A King  Rail  in  Hardin,  OH  29 
Aug  (RC)  and  3 at  Winous  Pt.,  Sandusky,  OH 
5-7  Aug  (TB,  TKr)  were  all  that  were  noted. 
Staging  Sandhill  Cranes  at  Funk  Bottoms, 
Wayne  numbered  a record  112  birds  28  Nov 
(SS).  Migration  through  w.  Ohio  picked  up  18 
Nov,  with  1000+  detected  through  the  end  of 
the  period;  these  reports  were  led  by  400+  over 
Bryan,  Williams  28  Nov  (L.  Ohman).  A flock  of 
16  over  Kingwood,  Preston,  WV  23  Nov  (fide 
GF)  was  unexpected.  A Sandhill  Crane  at 
S.R.C.E  reported  in  Jul  remained  through  the 
fall  QB,  BS),  and  12  were  at  Pymatuning  L., 
Crawford,  PA  23  Nov  (J.  Christman). 

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH  DOVES 

A late  Piping  Plover  was  found  at  Ottawa  7-10 
Oct  (M.  Bolton,  j.  Szanto,  SD).  Staging 
Killdeer  at  Englewood  Metropark,  Mont- 
gomery, OH  24  Aug  peaked  at  662  (RA).  Late 
concentrations  included  300  in  Randolph,  WV 
16  Nov  (RTm)  and  140  at  Hoover  14  Nov 
(RTh).  The  50  American  Golden-Plovers  in 
Lebanon,  PA  27  Sep  Q-  Heller)  led  all  Region- 
al reports.  One  at  Greenlick  Run  L.,  West- 
moreland/Fayette, PA  18  Nov  was  late  (W.  &. 
D.  Shaffer).  Four  Black-necked  Stilts  at  Ot- 
tawa 12  Aug  (fide  BWh)  led  to  speculation 
that  they  were  the  same  4 last  seen  at  the 


A Despite  volunteer  efforts  to  increase  their  populations  with  nesting  box  projects  in  many  areas  (e.g.,  200+  boxes  in 
JitiNonhampm,  PA,  fide  RW),  American  Kestrels  continue  to  decline  in  numbers  at  hawkwatches  in  Pennsylvania.  Only 
273  were  recorded  at  Waggoner's  Gap,  Cumkrlmd  {fide  D.  Grove),  and  the  294  at  Hawk  Mountain  Sanctuary  was  44%  below 
the  10-year  average  (LG,  fide  RK).  Only  143  were  recorded  at  Rose  Tree  Park  hawkwatch,  Deimore,  where  the  10-year  aver- 
age is  305  {fide  DE).  In  addition,  only  45  were  recorded  at  Stone  Ml  hawkwatch,  Huntingdon,  where  the  average  from 
1995-2007  was  118 — making  the  2008  total  just  38%  of  the  average  {fide  GG). 
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western  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio  9-10  (here  9)  Noyember  2008.  Photograph  by  Gate  Leidy. 


Bellevue  wetlands,  Sandusky,  OH  3 Aug  OBr), 
but  what  of  one  at  Winous  Pt.,  Sandusky,  OH 
23  Aug  (TB,  TKr)?  Up  to  7 American  Avocets 
were  reported  from  the  Central  Basin  4-25 
Aug  (RL,  JBr,  CH,  RH)  and  2 in  the  Western 
Basin  30  Sep  and  28  Oct  (B.S.B.O.);  2 on  the 
Scioto  R.  in  Columbus  14  Aug  Q-  Davis)  were 
unexpected.  Two  were  at  Huntsdale,  Cumber- 
land, PA  18  Sep  (R.  Koury).  A Spotted  Sand- 
piper at  Sanderson  Falls,  Raleigh/Summers, 
WV  28  Nov  OJP)  was  very  late  for  the  s.  high- 
lands. The  11  Willets  at  Hoover  22  Sep  (CB) 
was  an  exceptional  double-digit  count  from 
the  Ohio  interior.  The  species  was  otherwise 
detected  as  singles  in  Ohio  in  Ashtabula,  Ot- 
tawa, Mahoning,  Wayne,  and  Franklin,  and  in 
Pennsylvania  in  Washington  and  Erie  1 
Aug-26  Oct  (MV,  GS,  RTh,  SW,  A.  Berchin).  It 
was  a good  season  for  Lesser  Yellowlegs  in 
Ohio,  where  -widespread  flocks  were  led  by 
480  at  the  Bellevue  wetlands  22  Aug  (KK) 
and  200  at  Medusa  Marsh,  Erie  24  Aug  (LR, 
JBr).  Two  lingered  at  Ottawa  27  Nov  (JP).  An 
Upland  Sandpiper  in  Berks,  PA  9 Aug  (K.  & 
D.  Grim)  and  2 in  Bucks,  PA  15-17  Aug  (R. 
Smith,  G.  Johnson)  were  unexpected.  Nine 
Whimbrels  were  detected  in  the  Central  Basin 
2-31  Aug  (WSh,  CH,  GL,  m.ob.),  with  singles 
at  S.R.C.F.  19-29  Aug  (BS  et  al.)  and  at 
Presque  Isle  7 Aug  (MV),  where  2 were  noted 
13-15  Sep  (]M,  D.  Snyder).  A scattering  of 
Marbled  Godwits  to  the  Ohio  interior  includ- 
ed singles  at  Glacier  Ridge  Metropark,  Union 
22-28  Aug  (ph.  B.  Baron,  ph.  J.  Maass,  m.ob.), 
Bellevue  wetlands,  Sandusky  28  Aug-1  Sep 
(BH,  T.  Colborn,  ph.  RT,  m.ob.),  O’Shaugh- 
nessy  Nature  Reserve,  Delaware  29  Aug-16 
Sep  (AB,  SJ,  m.ob.).  Hoover  16  Sep-6  Oct 
(RL,  BH,  CB,  m.ob.),  and  in  Mahoning  30 


Aug-5  Sep  (BJo,  RL). 
L.  Erie  reports  were 
limited  to  5 at  Ottawa 
28  Aug  (TB),  with  3 re- 
maining 4 Sep,  plus  2 
or  3 at  Conneaut  2-19 
Aug  (WSh,  My  m.ob.). 
Most  unusual  was  a 
flock  of  18  Hudsonian 
Godwits  over  Pitts- 
burgh, Allegheny,  PA 
28  Oct  (D.  Yagusic,/ide 
D.  Wilton).  Single 
Hudsonian  Godwits 
were  at  S.R.C.F  28  Aug 
(DW,  JB,  BS)  and 
Northumberland,  PA  25 
Sep  (L.  Shaffer).  Two 
Hudsonian  Godwits 
were  at  Hoover  26  Oct 
(CB).  A tagged  male, 
one  of  25  banded  on 
the  breeding  grounds  in  Churchill,  MB  during 
the  summer  (fide  SJ),  fueled  up  at  Big  Island 
W.A.,  Marion,  OH  5-13  Oct  (SW,  JkS,  GS, 
m.ob.).  One  was  at  Ottawa  27  Aug  (TB),  -with 
2 there  12  Oct  (B.S.B.O.). 

The  remnants  of  Hurricane  Ike  downed  41 
Red  Knots  at  Conneaut  15  Sep  0?)  and  4 at 
nearby  Presque  Isle  (D.  Snyder).  The  accom- 
panying 13  White-rumped 
Sandpipers  led  reports  of  the 
species  on  L.  Erie  in  the  Cen- 
tral Basin,  while  8 at  Ottawa 
30  Sep  (B.S.B.O.)  topped 
Western  Basin  counts.  Up  to  8 
were  found  at  Shartlesville, 

Berks,  PA  22  Aug  (M.  Wlas- 
niewski).  A late  White- 
rumped  Sandpiper  was  in  Ma- 
honing, OH  9-11  Nov  (GB, 

CH).  The  15  Western  Sand- 
pipers in  Pennsylvania  5 
Aug-31  Oct  (m.ob.)  was  an 
excellent  showing.  Ohioans 
tallied  an  above-average  40 
widely  scattered  birds,  among 
them  6 in  Montgomery  22  Aug 
(RA)  and  4 in  Franklin  13  Oct 
(BSs).  A late  record  came  from 
Ottawa  29  Nov  (B.S.B.O.). 

One  Western  and  3 Baird’s 
Sandpipers  were  at  Byrd  Dam 
29-30  Aug  (MO,  m.ob.).  An 
above-average  Ohio  flight  of 
Baird’s  saw  35  along  L.  Erie  and  34  inland, 
with  7 at  Ottawa  6 Nov  (B.S.B.O.)  the  largest 
Nov  flock  for  the  Region.  Sizeable  flocks  of 
Least  Sandpipers  in  Ohio  included  680  at  Ot- 
tawa 25  Aug  (B.S.B.O.)  and  150  at  the  Belle- 
vue wetlands  14-22  Aug  (KK),  while  500  in 


Bucks  28  Aug  (DF)  topped  Pennsylvania 
counts.  Late  concentrations  included  an  as- 
tounding 50  in  Mahoning,  OH  29  Oct  (BJo).  j 
Although  the  species  was  once  exceptional 
after  Oct  in  Ohio,  27  birds  were  widely  noted  \ 
in  Nov,  including  8 at  Hoover  10  Nov  (CB),  4 
in  Clinton  15  Nov  (RA),  and  2 in  Clermont  27 
Nov  (G.  Fantetti).  Early  Ohio  Dunlins  in- 
cluded 2 at  Ottawa  8 Aug  (TB)  and  one  at  ^ 
Winous  Pt.,  Sandusky  17-23  Aug  (TB,  TKr);  a 
flight  of  287  past  Headlands  28  Oct  (RH)  was 
notable  for  the  Central  Basin.  The  peak  West-  ’ 
em  Basin  count  6 Nov  numbered  4040  Dun- 
lins (B.S.B.O.),  and  record  numbers  of  linger- 
ing birds  in  Ohio  included  flocks  of  30  at 
Hoover  14  Nov  (RTh),  25  in  Wyandot  16  Nov  ■ 
(DO),  and  263  at  Ottawa  29  Nov  (B.S.B.O.). 

A modest  passage  of  Pectoral  Sandpiper  was  , 
highlighted  by  flocks  of  300  at  the  Bellevue  '' 
wetlands  22  Aug  (KK)  and  200  at  Medusa 
Marsh  24  Aug  (LR,  JBr).  The  500  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers  in  Bucks,  PA  16  Aug  ; 
(DF)  was  a good  count.  Of  1600  peep  at  Ot-  7 
tawa  28  Jul-5  Aug,  60%  were  estimated  to  be 
Least,  with  the  remaining  40%  Semipalmated 
Sandpipers  (TB  et  al).  The  108  Stilt  Sand- 
pipers  at  Bellevue  22  Aug  (KK)  was  a good 
count;  a late  bird  was  at  Y.C.S.P.  21-25  Oct  ' 
(MH  et  al.).  Two  Purple  Sandpipers  were  at  j 
Headlands  19-20  Nov  (RH,  JT,  m.ob.).  An  av-  : 


erage  flight  of  34  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  in 
Ohio  14  Aug-22  Sep  was  led  by  flocks  of  12 
at  Bellevue  wetlands  5 Sep  (DS)  and  10  at 
Berlin  Res.  8 Sep  (B.  Morrison).  Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers  in  Pennsylvania  included  2 at 
S.R.C.F  14  Sep  (BS)  and  singles  at  S.R.C.F  27 


This  Cave  Swallow  was  one  of  three  present  at  the  ftortheast  Sewage  Treatment 
Plant  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylrania  11-30  (here  23}  November  2008,  where  it  fed 
on  midges  with  a flock  of  150-200  Northern  Roiigh-winged  Swallows,  the  only 
known  wintering  flock  sf  this  species  in  the  East.  This  represents  the  first  record 
of  Cave  Swallow  for  Philadelphia.  Photograph  byRkk  Wiltmul 
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Aug  OB,  DW),  Forty  Fort,  Luzerne  6 Sep  (K. 
Ripka),  and  Kennett  Square,  Chester  14  Sep 
(A.  Dudley).  A juv.  Long-billed  Dowitcher  at 
Martins  Creek  PPL  flyash  basin,  Northamp- 
ton, PA  22-26  Sep  furnished  a 2nd  county 
record  (ph.  RW),  and  5 were  at  Y.C.S.E  18 
Nov  (MH,  L.  Carnahan).  A flock  of  73  Long- 
billeds  at  Ottawa  22  Aug  (B.S.B.O.),  likely 
representing  ads.,  was  the  largest  Aug  flock  in 
recent  years.  Ohio’s  16  Wilson’s  Phalaropes 
included  10  inland  records.  Eleven  Red- 
necked Phalaropes  in  Ohio  11  Aug-21  Sep 
were  scattered  across  Ashtabula,  Lake,  Lorain, 
Hardin,  and  Sandusky.  A late  bird  appeared  at 
Ottawa  24  Oct  (B.S.B.O.).  The  only  Red- 
necked Phalarope  in  Pennsylvania  was  one  at 
Green  Lane  Res.,  Montgomery  29  Sep  (H.  Es- 
kin).  Two  Red  Phalaropes,  an  ad.  and  an 
imm.,  took  in  the  sights  of  the  Huntington, 
Cabell,  WV  riverfront  22-26  Sep  (ph.  S.  Col- 
lier, WA,  ph.  MO,  m.ob.),  with  one  remaining 
27  Sep  (GF).  Single  Red  Phalaropes  were  at 
Headlands  28  Oct  (RH)  and  at  Conneaut  28 
Sep  (JP).  One  at  Winous  Pt.,  Sandusky  17 
Aug  (TB,  TKr)  represents  the  earliest  fall  re- 
port for  Ohio. 

A first-cycle  Laughing  Gull  was  at  Pleasant 
Hill  L.,  Ashland/Richland,  OH  21  Sep-4  Oct  (J. 
Herman,  SS);  an  ad.  dropped  in  at  Conneaut 
15  Sep  OP)-  The  13  Little  Gulls  in  the  Central 
Basin  from  7 Oct+  (CH)  included  5 at  Head- 
lands 28  Nov  (GCu,  m.ob.).  Singles  in  Penn- 
sylvania were  at  Peach  Bottom,  Lancaster  15 
Nov  (BS,  TA)  and  at  Presque  Isle  16  Oct  QM). 
Multiple  sightings  of  imm.  and  ad.  Black- 
headed Gulls  in  Lake,  OH  11-28  Nov  (RH,  JT, 
GCu,  m.ob.)  involved  3,  possibly  4 birds.  A 
Black-headed  Gull  was  at  L.  Arthur,  Butler,  PA 
27-30  Nov  (Debra  & Dave  Darney  et  al.),  and 
a juv.  Sabine’s  Gull  was  there  12  Sep  (Debra 
Darney,  ph.  GM).  An  ad.  Sabine’s  took  shelter 
from  Hurricane  Ike  leftovers  at  Conneaut  15 
Sep  QP)-  Two  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  were 
found  in  Lake  OH  10-16  Nov  OR  R-  Steiner). 
All  but  one  of  Ohio’s  23  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  on  L.  Erie  were  in  the  Central  Basin 

In  the  fall  of  1998,  a late-season  invasion  of 
Franklin's  Gulls  brought  at  least  200  birds  to  the 
w.  portion  of  Ohio,  led  by  a then  record  85  at  Kiildeer 
Plains  W.A.,  Marion.  This  season  repeated  the  event,  with 
156  birds  accounted  for.  The  bulk  of  these,  120,  were 
recorded  8-9  Nov,  including  a new  state  record  90  at  Buck 
Creek  (DO  et  al).  Elsewhere,  15  were  at  Caesar  Creek  (LG, 
RA)  and  5 at  Rocky  Fork  L,  Highland  (RA).  An  earlier  pulse 
saw  21  at  Hoover  26  Oct  (JkS,  SW).  Another  15  were 
recorded  as  one  or  2 birds  across  Ashtabula  (CH),  Lake  (JP 
et  al.),  Lorain  (BSp  et  al.,  GB),  Richland/Morrow  (GC),  Cler- 
mont (BSt  et  al.),  and  Auglaiie  (J.  Bowers). 


from  29  Sep+  (RH).  Inland  reports  came  from 
Mahoning  13  Oct  (CH)  and  Hancock  30  Nov 
(RSs),  with  3 in  Richland/AsMand  24  Sep,  6- 

17  Oct,  and  16  Nov  (GC).  Single  Glaucous 
Gulls  in  Lake,  OH  16  Nov  QP),  Erie,  OH  8 
Nov  (fide  VF),  and  at  Presque  Isle  23  & 28 
Nov  OM)  were  the  lone  L.  Erie  reports.  One 
on  the  Ohio  R.  at  Pittsburgh,  Allegheny,  PA 
was  rare  for  sw.  Pennsyvlania  QF)-  A second- 
cycle  bird  in  sw.  Ohio  at  East  Fork  L.,  Cler- 
mont 21  Nov-Dec  (BSt,  ph.  DM,  m.ob.)  was 
exceptional.  Two  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  at 
Findlay  Res.,  Hancock  30  Nov  (RSs)  were  un- 
usual, but  one  there  25  Aug  (RSs)  may  repre- 
sent the  earliest  fall  Ohio  record  away  from  L. 
Erie.  An  Iceland  Gull  in  Lorain,  OH  28  Nov 
was  early  (JBr).  A Thayer’s  Gull  was  in  Lorain 

18  Nov  (KK). 

Common  Terns  lingered  on  L.  Erie  in  Lucas, 
OH  30  Nov  (RSh),  in  Lorain  18  Nov  (KK),  and 
at  Conneaut  16  Nov  (CH).  Late  Forster’s  Terns 
through  15  Nov  were  at  Kelleys  1.,  Erie  (TB  et 
al.)  and  in  Lorain,  OH  (2  birds;  BSs  et  al).  A 
flock  of  30  remained  at  Peach  Bottom,  Lan- 
caster, PA  8 Nov  (BS,  TA),  and  one  was  late  in 
Bradford,  McKean,  PA  26  Nov  QF).  Jaeger  re- 
ports with  details  included  11  Pomarines  13- 
30  Nov  (RH,JT,  KK,  JBr,  ES,  m.ob.)  and  7 Par- 
asitics  18  Oct-27  Nov  OR  ES,  RH,  JT,  m.ob.). 
Up  to  5 Pomarines  were  in  Lorain  14  Nov 
(GL),  and  up  to  3 Parasitics  were  in  both  Lake 
13-27  Nov  (RH,  JT,  K.  Miller, 
m.ob.)  and  Erie  24  Nov  (SA, 

AB,  m.ob.).  A Long-tailed 
Jaeger  at  Tullytown,  Bucks,  PA 
6-7  Sep  represented  a 3rd  state 
record  (ph.  DF). 

A minor  Snowy  Owl  irrup- 
tion involved  12  birds:  in 
Ohio,  2 each  were  in  Cuya- 
hoga from  23  Nov  OBr,  m.ob.) 
and  Lucas  5 & 27  Nov  (SD, 

JP),  and  singles  were  in  Wood 
1 Nov  (fide  G.  Links),  in  Lo- 
rain 22-27  Nov  (LRk),  at  San- 
dusky Bay,  Ottawa/Erie  29 
Nov  (TB),  and  s.  to  Fayette  22 
Nov  0-  Holbrook)  and  Preble 
29  Nov-Dec.  (P.  McCarthy, 
m.ob.);  in  Pennsylvania,  sin- 
gles were  at  Strasburg,  Lan- 
caster 2 Nov  (fide  TR),  at  Eng- 
lish Center,  Lycoming  1-8  Nov 
(fide  D.  Ferry),  and  in  Juniata 
23  Nov  (fide  C.  Kauffman).  A 
strong  Northern  Saw-whet 
Owl  flight  saw  24  caught  at 
Ohio  banding  stations  during 
early  sampling  18-22  Oct  (TT, 

TB,  D.  Hess),  and  32  were 
caught  at  Skytop,  Monroe,  PA 


17-19  Oct  (D.  Speicher).  A Chuck-will’s-wid- 
ow  at  Winous  Pt.,  Sandusky  26  Aug  (TB,  TKr) 
constitutes  the  first  fall  record  from  the  West- 
ern Basin  marshes  and  n.  Ohio.  A good  flight 
of  700-900  Common  Nighthawks  at  Militia 
hill  hawkwatch,  Montgomery,  PA  7 Sep  (fide 
SK)  was  not  reciprocated  in  the  Ohio  R.  Val- 
ley. A late  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  in  Al- 
legheny, PA  5 Nov  (M.  Bowers),  one  of  many 
species  late  or  lingering  this  season  (Table  1). 
The  summering  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  in 
Coshocton,  OH  was  reported  through  20  Oct 
(D.  Troyer),  and  others  were  relocated  in  Fort 
Seneca,  Seneca,  OH  12  Aug  (VF)  and  in 
Springboro,  Crawford,  PA  14  Aug  (C.  Nicolls, 
fide  AT).  An  ad.  female  Rufous  Hummingbird 
(banded)  was  present  in  Franklin,  OH  17 
Oct-16  Nov  (Jide  JMc).  Another  Rufous  was 
banded  in  Hamilton,  OH  24  Nov  (TT).  Rufous 
Hummingbirds  in  Pennsylvania  included  sin- 
gles in  Franklin,  Montgomery,  Allegheny,  Per- 
ry, Clarion,  and  Tioga  early  Aug-30  Nov  (fide 
R.  Protz),  of  which  5 were  banded  (S.  Wei- 
densaul,  W.  Laubscher,  R.  Leberman,  R.  Mul- 
vihill).  Additional  Selasphorus  included  sin- 
gles in  Lycoming,  Dauphin,  Cumberland,  and 
Franklin,  PA  1 Oct-30  Nov  (fide  R.  Protz).  A 
late  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  was  in 
Franklin,  PA  5-16  Nov  (B.  & T.  Oyler),  and 
another  remained  through  4 Nov  in  Holmes, 
OH  (ph.  Leon  Miller). 


Table  1.  Record  of  Regionally  late  passerines,  fall  season  2008. 

Species 

Location 

Date(s) 

Qbsewer 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

Ottawa,  OH 

9 Nov 

B.S.B.O.  (banded) 

White-eyed  Vireo 

Ottawa,  OH 

9 Nov 

B.S.B.O.  (banded) 

White-eyed  Vireo 

Berks,  PA 

29  Nov 

S.  Fordyce 

Warbling  Vireo 

Lucas,  OH 

1 Nov 

KK 

Warbling  Vireo 

Wetzel, m 

6 Nov 

W.  Jarrell 

(Western)  Warbling  Vireo 

Stark,  OH 

17-25  Nov 

RM,SJ,m.ob. 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

Montgomery,  PA 

25  Nov 

P.  O'Donnell 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

Wood,  OH 

11  Nov 

P.  Chad 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

Wayne,  OH 

9-10  Nov 

Andy  & Marty  Troyer 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

Ashland,  OH 

22  Nov 

SS,  GC 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

Bucks,  PA 

26  Nov-i- 

G.  Dewaghe 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

Centre,  PA 

27  Nov 

JV 

Nashville  Warbler 

Lancaster,  PA 

18Nov-f 

BS 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 

Bucks,  PA 

12  Nov 

B.  Hoehne 

Western  Palm  Warbler 

Jefferson,  W 

29  Nov 

MO 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

Delaware,  OH 

2 Nov 

S.  Wolfe 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

Berks,  PA 

12  Nov 

J.  Silagy 

Prairie  Warbler 

Centre,  PA 

1 Nov 

JV 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

Beaver,  PA 

22  Sep 

B.  Smith 

Connecticut  Warbler 

Bucks,  PA 

25  Oct 

G.  Johnson 

Connecticut  Warbler 

Hamilton,  OH 

15  Oct 

D.  Brinkman 

Connecticut  Warbler 

Hancock,  OH 

13  Oct 

RSs 

Wilson's  Warbler 

Perry,  PA 

25  Nov 

A.  Stuckert,  CR 
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Identification  of  migrant  wood-pewees  is  problematic.  This  bird,  captured  for  banding  at  Black  Swamp  Bird  Observatory,  Ot- 
tawa County,  Ohio  9 November  2008,  established  a new  late  fall  record  of  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  for  Ohio.  Photograph  by  Julie 
Shieldcastle. 


FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

No  fewer  than  three  single-observer  sightings 
of  Western  Kingbird  were  received  from  sw. 
Ohio  27  Aug-15  Sep;  however,  none  were  ac- 
companied by  documentation.  Northern 
Shrikes  visited  nine  Ohio  and  six  Pennsylva- 
nia counties  through  Nov,  suggesting  a strong 
echo  flight  of  the  previous  year.  Single  Log- 
gerhead Shrikes  were  in  Jefferson,  WV  1-12 
Nov  (MO)  and  at  Chambersburg,  Franklin, 
PA  19  Oct  (C.  Lensbower).  One  of  3 recorded 
in  Nov,  a late  Warbling  in  ne.  Stark  is  likely 
Ohio’s  first  Western  Warbling  Vireo  17-25 
Nov  (RM,  SJ,  JBR,  ph.  RTr,  m.ob.).  This  sea- 
son’s Cave  Swallow  flight  had  6 at  Bradstreet 
Landing,  Cuyahoga,  OH  9 Nov  (L.  Richard- 
son, ph.  GL,  m.ob.),  with  one  remaining  the 
next  day  Q-  McCarty).  Ohio’s  first  record 
away  from  L.  Erie  involved  4 birds  at  Rocky 
Fork  L.,  Highland  16  Nov  (ph.  JL,  J.  Habig, 
RA)  accompanied  by  a late  Tree  Swallow  and 
a Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow.  In  the  e. 
highlands,  a Cave  Swallow  was  found  and  lat- 
er died  near  Homer  City,  Indiana,  PA  10  Nov 
(fide  M.  Higbee),  and  3 were  present  at  the 
Northeast  Sewage  Treatment  Plant,  Philadel- 
phia, PA  11-30  Nov  (F  Windfelder  et  ah,  ph. 
RW)  with  up  to  160  Rough-wingeds  21  Nov 
(RW).  Four  Clifl/Cave  Swallows  over  Secrest 
Arboretum,  Wayne,  OH  8 Nov  (SS,  W. 
Brubaker,  GC)  were  suspected  of  being  the 
latter  species.  A late  Barn  Swallow  was  at 
Buck  Creek  9 Nov  (DO).  Staging  flocks  14 
Aug  of  4000  Purple  Martins  in  Summit  (L. 
Hunter)  and  1500  in  Hamilton,  OH  (RF)  were 
encouraging,  as  was  an  estimated  50,000  at 
Presque  Isle  17  Aug  (MV). 


A Carolina  Chickadee  at  Jacobsburg  Envi- 
ronmental Education,  Northampton  19  Nov 
was  at  its  n.  limit  in  e.  Pennsylvania  (RW).  A 
late  House  Wren  was  found  at  the  O.S.U.  wet- 
lands, Franklin,  OH  29  Nov  (D.  Slager).  A Bo- 
hemian Waxwing  at  H.M.S.  21  Sep  was  ex- 
ceptionally early  (D.  Hughes,  B.  Swarzentru- 
ber  et.  aL,fide  LG):  it  represented  a 7th  record 
for  Berks  (fide  RK).  A total  of  5996  Cedar 
Waxwings  was  recorded  at  H.M.S.  during  the 
season  (LG).  A Tennessee  Warbler  in  Preston, 
"WV  18  Aug  (GF)  was  early,  as  was  a Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler  in  Summers,  WV  19  Aug 
(JJP).  Two  Yellow  Palm 
Warblers  were  reported  in 
Ohio;  one  20  Sep  at  Magee 
Marsh  W.A.,  Lucas  (M.  War- 
ren) was  early,  while  one  at 
East  Fork  L.,  Clermont  22 
Nov  (DM)  was  rare  for  the 
sw.  portion  of  the  state.  An- 
other was  at  Green  Bottom 
25  Oct  (WA,  DP,  MG)  for  a 
rare  sw.  West  Virginia  re- 
port. A Yellow-throated 
Warbler  at  State  College, 

Centre,  PA  17  Sep  QV)  was 
unexpected,  while  one  in 
Hamilton,  OH  5 Oct  (L. 

Brumbaugh)  was  late.  A 
Prothonotary  Warbler  7 Sep 
(MO)  represented  a late  record  for  the  Eastern 
Panhandle.  An  early  Connecticut  Warbler  at 
Headlands  23  Aug  (RH)  was  part  of  a pro- 
tracted migration  Regionally.  A 13  Sep  Ken- 
tucky Warbler  in  Hamilton,  OH  (J.  Morris,  A. 
Scruggs)  and  another  3 Sep  (AM,  M.  Homel, 


B.  Shaffer  et  al.)  add  to  the  few  Regional  fall 
records  of  this  inconspicuous  migrant.  Local- 
ly rare,  single  Summer  Tanagers  were  in  Al- 
legheny, PA  18  Aug  (GM),  and  in  Washington,  ' 
PA  20  Aug-2  Sep  (A.  Berchin). 

The  lone  Clay-colored  Sparrow  in  Ohio 
was  found  on  Kelleys  I.,  Erie  19  Oct  (TB). 
Three  Clay-coloreds  were  in  Pennsylvania  30 
Sep-10  Oct  (P.  & S.  Lynch,  DD,  D.  Welch). 
The  late-season  range  of  Chipping  Sparrow 
appears  to  be  shifting  northward  in  Ohio,  as 
flocks  such  as  7 at  Greenlawn  Cemetery  in  i 
Columbus  30  Nov  (RTh)  are  no  longer  sur- 
prising. The  Ammodramus  Internet  network 
in  Ohio  detected  24  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrows  19  Sep-6  Nov  and  8 Le  Conte’s 
Sparrows  4 Oct-6  Nov.  Another  Le  Conte’s  in 
Hamilton  27-30  Nov  (E.  Ehrman,  E.  Burk- 
holder) was  exceptionally  late.  Eleven  Nel- 
son’s were  along  the  L.  Erie  shoreline,  as  were 
6 of  the  Le  Conte’s.  West  Virginia  birders 
were  treated  to  an  ad.  and  an  imm.  Nelson’s 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  at  the  Ashton  wetlands. 
Mason  12-15  Oct  (WA,  ph.  MO,  GR,  J. 
Triplett  et  al.)  and  one  at  Green  Bottom  25 
Oct  (WA,  DP,  MG).  A Fox  Sparrow  at  Canaan 
Valley  N.W.R.,  Tucker,  WV  11  Aug  (CRr  et 
al.)  further  astonished  onlookers  as  it  broke 
into  song.  Oregon  Juncos  were  reported  in 
Potter,  PA  26  Oct  (C.  Chalfant)  and  Erie,  PA 
17+  Nov  (M.  Franz,  ph.  JM).  Three  Dickcis- 
sels  in  Williams  Twp.,  Northampton,  PA  11 
Oct  was  a good  tally  (A.  Koch);  an  imm.  fe- 
male was  found  in  Holmes,  OH  26-29  Nov  (J. 
Beechy).  A Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  still 
in  Hancock,  OH  2 Nov  (SA),  and  a young 
male  was  in  Mercer,  WV  12  Nov  (A.  McRae). 


An  ad.  and  2 imm.  Blue  Grosbeaks  at  a breed- 
ing site  in  Montgomery  13  Oct  (E.  Neubauer) 
were  very  late  for  Ohio.  A pair  of  Blue  Gros- 
beaks with  2 young  in  Lehigh,  PA  2 Aug  rep- 
resented only  the  2nd  breeding  for  the  coun- 
ty (B.  Hoopes).  A female  Yellow-headed 


Of  casual  occurrence  within  the  prairie  peninsula  of  western  Ohio,  Brewer's  Black- 
birds are  rarely  well  documented  there.  This  bird  was  one  of  two  males  present  31 
October  2008  in  Champaign  County,  Ohio.  Photograph  by  Aaron  Boone. 
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Blackbird  visited  the  Bellevue  wetlands  22 
Aug  (KK).  A Brewer’s  Blackbird  at  Killdeer 
Plains  W.A.,  Wyandot,  OH  16  Nov  (DO)  was 
preceded  by  2 in  Champaign,  OH  31  Oct  (ph. 
AB,  SA).  The  500  Snow  Buntings  at  Head- 
lands 17  Nov  (RH,  JT)  indicated  a strong 
push  into  the  Region,  one  that  brought  6+ 
birds  to  the  Canaan  Valley,  Tucker,  WV  15 
Nov  (B.  Sargent). 


Table  2.  Representative  counts  tracking  the  Pine  Siskin  in- 
vasion of  2008. 

Date 

Ciunt 

Locatieii 

Observer 

18  Oct 

210 

w.  Cuyahoga,  OH 

D.  Dvorak 

18  Oct 

50 

Pocahontas,  W 

DP 

21  Oct 

164 

Delaware,  OH 

SW 

22  Oct 

895 

Bake  Oven  Knob,  Lehigh,  PA 

firfeSK 

11  Nov 

1435 

H.M.S.,fierfe,PA 

LGo 

23  Nov 

300 

Me,  OH 

JP 

29  Nov 

100 

Hamilton,  OH 

L.  Gardella 

Also  clearly  underway  was  one  of  the  great 
Pine  Siskin  invasions  of  the  Region.  From  28 
Sep  in  Lorain,  OH  QBr),  they  spread  over  13 
Ohio  counties  by  the  end  of  Oct,  this  move- 
ment tripling  in  scope  in  Nov,  yet  this  paled  in 
comparison  to  the  flocks  streaming  down  the 
Kitta tinny  Ridge  of  the  e.  highlands  in  Penn- 
sylvania. An  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
flight  was  noted  at  H.M.S.,  where  13,165 
were  tallied  by  mid-Dec.  The  average  there 
over  the  past  17  years  was  251  (fide  LGo).  At 
the  other  end  of  the  spectrum.  Pine  Siskins 
fledged  young  3 Aug  in  Dry  Fork,  Tucker,  WV 
(CRr).  Other  than  the  siskins,  most  finches 
were  seen  in  average  or  below-average  num- 
bers in  Nov.  The  only  Ohio  Common  Redpoll 
was  on  Kelleys  I.,  Erie  22  Nov  (ph.  TB),  al- 
though the  species  was  well  s.  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, with  13  at  Fox  Chapel,  Allegheny  19  Nov 
(B.  Shema)  and  15  at  H.M.S.  19  Nov  (LGo). 
Six  Red  Crossbills  passed  through  Ohio  12 
Oct-29  Nov  (MA,  GL,JP,JMc,  P.  King).  In  the 
waning  days  of  the  season.  White-winged 
Crossbills  hinted  at  things  to  come  with  the 
discovery  of  115  in  Cuyahoga,  OH  29-30  Nov 
(JBr,  GL,  CP),  43  in  Wyandot,  OH  30  Nov  (R. 
Counts),  and  32  at  H.M.S.  20  Nov  (LGo).  The 
vanguard  was  first  noticed  at  H.M.S.  25  Aug 
(RK).  A count  of  50  Evening  Grosbeaks  at 
Nolo,  Indiana,  PA  22  Nov  (L.  Larkin, /ide  MH) 
was  unexpected  in  a non-invasion  year. 

Addenda;  Late  Winous  Pt.,  Sandusky,  OH  re- 
ports include  8 Green-winged  Teal  20  Jul,  a 
Dunlin  18  Jul,  and  7 Wilson’s  Phalaropes  21 
Jul  (TB).  A Prothonotary  Warbler  nest  box 
program  in  cen.  Ohio  had  185  territories  oc- 
cupied around  Hoover  (CB).  A Yellow-throat- 
ed Warbler  was  at  Unionville,  Centre,  PA  6 


Jun  (D.  Ombalski).  A Red  Crossbill  was  at 
Ludlow,  McKean,  PA  18  Jun  (ph.  A.  Wilson). 
A Pine  Siskin  was  present  Jun-12  jul  at  Black 
Forest,  Lycoming,  PA  (N.  Bolgiano). 

Observers  (sub-regional  compilers  boldfaced; 
OHIO;  Scott  Albaugh  (SA),  Matt  Anderson 
(MA),  Rick  Asamoto  (RA),  Tom  Bartlett  (TB), 
Greg  Bennett  (GB),  Charlie  Bombaci  (CB), 
Aaron  Boone  (AB),  Jenny  Brumfield  QBr), 
Gary  Cowell  (GC),  Greg  Cudworth  (GCu), 
Sherrie  Duris  (SD),  Victor  Fazio  (VF),  Robert 
Foppe  (RF),  Larry  Gara  (LG),  Bruce  Glick 
(BG),  Bill  Heck  (BH),  Craig  Holt  (CH),  Ray 
Hannikman  (RH),  Shari  Jackson  (SJ),  Bill 
Jones  (BJo),  Steve  Jones  (SJ),  Tom  Kashmer 
(TKr),  Kenn  Kaufman  (KK),  Ned  Keller, 
Robert  Lane  (RL),  Jay  Lehman  QL),  Gabe  Lei- 
dy  (GL),  Rob  Lowry  (RLy),  Ronnie  Macko 
(RM),  Donald  Morse,  Jr.  (DM),  Jim  McCor- 
mac  QMc),  Doug  Overacker  (DO),  Chris 
Pierce  (CP),  John  Pogacnik  (JP),  Lisa  Roma- 
niuk  (LRk),  Larry  Rosche  (LR),  Robert  Sams 
(RSs),  Dan  Sanders  (DS),  Ed  Schlabach  (ES), 
Andy  Sewell  (AS),  Walter  Shaffer  (WSh), 
Randy  Shonkwiler  (RSh),  Su  Snyder  (SS), 
Brad  Sparks  (BSs),  Bill  Stanley  (BSt),  Gene 
Stauffer  (GS),  Jack  Stenger  QkS),  Jerry  Talk- 
ington  (jT),  Rob  Thorn  (RTh),  Tim  Tolford 
(TT),  Renee  Tressler  (RTr),  Bill  Whan  (BWh), 
Sean  Williams  (SW).  PENNSYLVANIA;  Tom 
Amico  (TA).  Devin  Bosler,  Justin  Rosier,  Dave 
DeReamus  [Eastern  PA  Birdline],  David  Eber- 
ly  (DE),  Devich  Farbotnik  (DF),  John  Fedak 
QF),  Greg  Grove  (GG),  Laurie  Goodrich 
(LGo),  Brian  Hardiman  (BH),  Paul  Hess 
(PH),  Margaret  Higbee  (MH),  Steve  Kacir 
[Delaware  Valley  RBA]  (SK),  Rudy  Keller 
(RK),  Arlene  Koch  (AK),  Larry  Lewis  (LL), 
Geoff  Malosh  (GM),  Mark  McConaughy 
[Central  PA  Birdline]  (MM),  Jerry 
McWilliams  QM),  August  Mirabella  (AM), 
Nick  Pulcinella  (NP),  Tom  Raub  (TR), 
Cameron  Rutt  (CR),  Bob  Schutsky  (BS),  Mark 
Vass  (MV),  Amy  Taracido  [RBA  western  PA] 
(AT),  Mark  Joan  Silagy  OS),  Mark  Vass  (MV), 
Joe  Verica  QV),  Drew  Weber  (DW),  Rick 
Wiltraut  (RW).  WEST  VIRGINIA;  Wendell 
Argabrite  (WA),  R.  Bartgis  (RB),  Jeanette  Es- 
ker,  Gary  Felton  (GF),  Mike  Griffith  (MG), 
Tom  Igou  (TI),  Sue  Olcott  (SO),  Matt  Orsie 
(MO),  David  Patick  (DP),  Jim  &Judy  Phillips 
OJP),  Gary  Rankin  (GR),  Casey  Rucker 
(CRr),  Rob  Tallman  (RTm).  Cr 


Wctor  W.  Fazio,  III,  18722  Newell  Road,  Floor  2 
Shaker  Heights,  Ohio  44122,  (bcvireo(®sbcglobal.net) 
Rick  Wiltraut 

Jacobsburg  Environmental  Education  Center 

835  Jacobsburg  Road,  Wind  Gap,  Pennsylvania  18091 

(rwiitraut@state.pa.us) 
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INDIANA  LAKEFRONT: 

A = Hammond  Lakefront  Sanctuary 
B = Miller  Beach 
C = Dunes  SP  & Beverly  Shores 
D = Mich.  City  Harbor 


NDIANA 


James  D.  Hengeveld 
Keith  A.  MclVIullen 
Geoffrey  A.  Williamson 


The  fall  was  slightly  drier  and  cooler 
than  average,  particularly  at  the  begin- 
ning and  end  of  the  period.  The  rem- 
nants of  Hurricane  Ike  passed  through  the  Re- 
gion between  13  and  15  September,  bringing 
much  precipitation  but  little  avian  cargo. 
However,  several  rarities  were  among  the 
many  birds  brought  by  a strong  cold  front  that 
pushed  through  the  Region  in  mid-November. 

Unusual  was  a second  consecutive  fall  in- 
vasion by  winter  finches,  particularly  White- 
winged Crossbills;  Snowy  Owls  irrupted  for 
the  first  time  in  seven  years.  The  season’s  nu- 
merous rarities  included  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck,  Brant,  Magnificent  Frigate- 
bird,  Roseate  Spoonbill,  Swallow-tailed  Kite, 
Gyrfalcon,  Mountain  Plover,  Curlew  Sand- 
piper, Burrowing  Owl,  and  Cave  Swallow. 

Abbreviations:  Bev.  Sh.  (Beverly  Shores, 
Porter,  IN);  Carl.  L.  (Carlyle  L.,  s.  IL); 
C.B.C.M.  (Chicago  Bird  Collision  Monitors); 
Dunes  (Dunes  S.E,  Porter,  IN);  Eagle  Cr.  (Ea- 
gle Creek  Park,  Indianapolis);  FMNH  (Field 
Museum  of  Natural  History);  Goose  Pond 
(Goose  Pond  Fish  and  Wildlife  Area,  Greene, 
IN);  Greene  Valley  (Greene  Valley  Forest  Pre- 
serve, DuPage,  IL);  I.B.S.P.  (Illinois  Beach  S.P.); 
Mich.  City  (Michigan  City  Harbor,  La  Porte, 
IN);  Miller  (Miller  Beach,  Lake,  IN);  Monroe 
(L.  Monroe,  Monroe,  IN);  Montrose  (Montrose 
Point  in  Chicago’s  Lincoln  Park). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  PELICANS 

The  Region  experienced  a good  waterfowl 
flight.  The  Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck 
found  in  the  summer  at  Goose  Pond  re- 
mained there  through  29  Oct,  when  it  was 
shot  by  a hunter  (fide  LWS).  An  amazing  15 
were  reported  9 Nov  from  Mason,  IL;  5 of 
these  were  shot  (ph.  JSf).  An  ad.  Greater 


White-fronted  Goose  at  Forsythe  Park,  Lake, 
IN  13  Sep  provided  the  state’s  earliest  record 
(KJB,  SRB,  JKC,  JCK),  and  two  days  later,  3 at 
Miller  (JKC,  JJM,  JCK,  KJB)  represented  only 
the  3rd  Sep  record  for  Indiana.  Excellent 
numbers  of  Cackling  Geese  moved  through 
Illinois,  highlighted  by  an  impressive  7500 
tallied  26  Nov  in  Ogle  (DFS).  Causing  quite  a 
stir  was  a juv.  hrota  Brant  first  sighted  26  Oct 
at  Chicago’s  Calumet  Park  (tWJM)  and  ob- 
served and  photographed  by  many  at  several 
Chicago  lakefront  locations  into  Dec.  At  least 
7 Harlequin  Ducks  occurred  along  L.  Michi- 
gan, including  a cooperative  female  25 
Oct-16  Nov  at  Waukegan  (DW,  AFS,  RE  et 
al.)  and  an  amazing  4 flying  past  Wilmette,  IL 
30  Nov  (RDH  et  al.).  A remarkable  state-high 
181  Black  Scoters  were  tallied  between  Miller 
andjeorse  Park,  East  Chicago,  IN  1 Nov  (KJB, 
JKC,  JJM  et  al);  3 were  inland  at  Monroe  14 
Nov  (DRW).  A fine  count  of 
15  Black  Scoters  was  made  8 
Nov  from  I.B.S.P.  (RDH).  Surf 
and  White-winged  Scoters 
were  reported  in  fair  numbers, 
nearly  all  from  lakefront  loca- 
tions. Part  of  a fine  flight  of 
Long-tailed  Ducks,  3 were 
seen  at  I.B.S.P.  1 Nov  (RDH), 
and  11  were  at  Portage  Lake- 
front  Park,  Porter,  IN  27  Nov 
OJM);  single  inland  birds  were 
seen  in  Indiana  on  Morse  Res., 

Hamilton  9 Nov  (DG),  on  L. 

Lemon,  Brown  10-11  Nov 
(EMH,  JDH),  and  at  Brookville 
Res.,  Union  13  Nov  (WHB), 
and  in  Illinois  in  Carroll  10 
Nov  (AS)  and  at  Carl.  L.  27 
Nov  (DMK,  MS). 

Only  a single  Ruffed  Grouse 
was  reported  in  Indiana  during 
the  period.  A record-high  total 
of  Red-throated  Loons  in  Indi- 
ana included  a flyby  at  Miller  1 
Oct  (JCK)  that  was  the  earliest 
ever  reported  for  fall  and  a to- 
tal of  58  between  Dunes  and 
Bev.  Sh.  29  Nov  OJM);  8 were 
tallied  in  Lake,  IL  27  Nov 
(AFS,  DFS).  Inland  birds  included  singles  at 
Carl.  L.  11  Nov  (DMK),  at  Eagle  Cr.  16  Nov 
(LP),  at  Brookville  Res.,  Franklin,  IN  26  Nov 
OyS  et  al),  and  on  Monroe  29  Nov  (DRW). 
Two  Pacific  Loons  were  reported  this  season: 
at  Carl.  L.  24-31  Oct  (REF,  DMK,  MS,  KAM) 
and  at  Clinton  L.  13-15  Nov  (KBR,  GSL  et 
al).  An  early  Common  Loon  flew  past  Miller 
6 Sep  (RJP,  JKC),  and  a large  aggregation  of 
1200  was  detected  from  Bev.  Sh.  12  Nov 
(JCK).  Two  Horned  Grebes  at  Miller  6 Sep 


(BJG)  were  record  early  for  the  Indiana  lake-  ] 
front.  Two  Red-necked  Grebes  flew  in  during  i 
a Miller  lakewatch  1 Nov  (EMH,  JKC,  JJM,  |! 
KJB  et  al);  single  Red-neckeds  were  reported  ' 
at  Bev.  Sh.  1 (BJG)  & 29  Nov  OJM,  JCK).  An 
Eared  Grebe  in  basic  plumage  was  at  Miller  ! 
13  Sep  OKC,  SRB,  JCK,  KJB),  and  a tardy  in-  j 
dividual  was  spotted  18  Oct  at  the  O’Fallon  i 
S.T.P.,  St.  Clair,  IL  (KAM,  DMK,  MS). 

Two  Magnificent  Frigatebirds  graced  the 
Region.  The  first  was  photographed  4 Sep  in 
Vemilion,  IL  (MFC),  headed  for  the  Indiana 
border,  while  an  ad.  male  seen  flying  eastward 
at  the  Port  of  Indiana,  Porter  27  Sep  (PBG)  lat-  , 
er  passed  a group  at  Mich.  City  who  had  been  ' 
alerted  to  the  bird’s  approach  (BJG,  KJB,  JKC, 

LP  et  al).  Large  numbers  of  American  White 
Pelicans  continue  to  move  along  the  major 
river  systems  in  Illinois;  reports  from  three 
different  Indiana  locations  were  noteworthy. 


HIROHS THROUGH CRAHES 

The  11  American  Bitterns  tallied  at  TNG 
Kankakee  Sands,  Newton  2 Aug  QBH)  were 
part  of  a record  fall  total  for  Indiana.  Quite 
impressive  were  5500  Great  Egrets  reported 
20  Sep  in  Jackson,  IL  (CAT,  TLK).  A Snowy 
Egret  26  Oct  at  Montrose  (VP,  JDW,  ph.  NL) 
provided  the  latest  fall  record  for  n.  Illinois. 
An  incredible  count  of  1480  Cattle  Egrets  was 
made  17  Aug  at  Moredock  L.,  Monroe,  IL 
(EWW,  WSS).  Quite  tardy  were  singles  noted 


Representing  Indiana's  first  inland  record  for  the  month  of  August,  this  third-cy- 
cle Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  remained  on  Lake  .Monroe  southeast  of  Bloomington 
17-24  (here  24}  August  2008.  Photograph  by  Michael  S.  Brown. 
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7 Nov  at  Miller  (KM)  and  9 Nov  at  Lock  and 
Dam  13,  Whiteside,  IL  (EWW).  A Tricolored 
Heron  was  found  in  Monroe,  IL  16  Aug  (JWE, 
MS,  DMK).  Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons 
were  reported  in  record-high  numbers  in  In- 
diana, a juv.  in  Anderson  25  Aug  (GP)  estab- 
lishing a first  record  for  Madison.  Two  imm. 
White  Ibis  were  found  in  Illinois  this  season: 
3-10  Aug  at  Horseshoe  L.,  Madison  (FRH, 
JPZ,  ph.  BRu,  m.ob.)  and  6 Sep  at  East  Cape 
Girardeau,  Alexander  (MS,  APS,  BH,  ph. 
KAM).  White-faced  Ibis  reports  included  a 
single  31  Oct-4  Nov  at  Spring  L.,  Carroll,  IL 
(AS,  CAT,  TLK,  m.ob.)  and  2 birds  5-18  Oct 
at  Two  Rivers  N.W.R.,  Calhoun,  IL  (DMK,  MS, 
KAM,  EWW).  A Plegadis  ibis  found  at  Goose 
Pond  24  Sep  (DRW  et  al.)  might  have  been 
the  same  bird  as  a definitive  ad.  White-faced 
Ibis  that  was  photographed  there  3-5  Oct  (ph. 
JS,  ph.  MRB,  JDH,  SEH).  Three  other  Plegadis 
were  reported  in  the  Region,  including  a late 
bird  in  nw.  Monroe  from  3 (RW)  through  13 
Nov  (SRE),  producing  the  2nd  latest  Indiana 
record.  A Roseate  Spoonbill  brightened  the 
day  5 Sep  in  Union,  IL  (DK,  ph.  DMK),  while 
3 more  joined  the  fun  6-28  Sep  near  the  orig- 
inal location  (KAM,  MS,  APS,  BH,  m.ob.), 
providing  Illinois’s  2nd  record. 

A visiting  birder  from  Colorado  found  2 
Swallow-tailed  Kites  near  Carbondale,  Jack- 
son,  IL.  They  stayed  23-25  Aug  (RMR,  ph. 
TAM,  ph.  KAM,  m.ob.).  High  numbers  of 
Mississippi  Kites  were  noted  in  their  usual  s. 
Illinois  breeding  range,  and  sightings  from 
Illinois’s  n.  tier,  where  they  are  rare,  included 
singles  3 Oct  at  Greene  Valley  (REF,  KDF)  and 
29  Sep  in  Rockford  (DTW)  that  provided  Illi- 
nois’s 3rd  and  4th  latest  records,  and  one  17 
Sep  in  Lake  Forest  (JOS).  Eagle  Cr.  registered 
its  first  record  of  Mississippi  Kite  when  an 
imm.  was  seen  9-10  Aug  (tRL-S,  ph.  HG). 
Only  one  Northern  Goshawk  was  reported  in 
Indiana,  while  15+  were  seen  in  Illinois,  high- 
lighted by  3 at  the  I.B.S.P.  hawkwatch  9 Oct 
(PWS  et  al).  Broad-winged  Hawks  staged  a 
decent  movement  through  the  Region,  as  evi- 
denced by  1695  tallied  at  the  hawkwatch 
from  Greene  Valley  17  Sep  (REF,  KDF)  and 
410  at  Brookville  Res.,  Union,  IN  20  Sep 
(WHB).  Two  Swainson’s  Hawks  were  record- 
ed: 20  Sep  at  I.B.S.P.  (SJH,  VB  et  al.)  and  25 
Oct  at  Carl.  L.  (CLH  et  al).  It  was  an  excel- 
lent season  for  Golden  Eagles  in  the  Region, 
with  37  individuals  reported  including  11  and 
10,  respectively,  at  the  hawkwatches  at  I.B.S.P 
and  Greene  Valley.  A Gyrfakon  at  I.B.S.P.  10 
Nov  was  a most  pleasant  first-time  addition  to 
the  hawkwatch  list  there  (tJPL,  tJSw).  Prairie 
Falcons  were  reported  9 Oct  from  the  I.B.S.P 
hawkwatch  (PWS  et  al.)  and  Prairie  Ridge 
State  Natural  Area,  Jasper,  IL  (RES),  and  for 
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the  4th  consecutive  year,  one  was  at 
Hawthorn  Mine,  Sullivan,  IN,  first  found  17 
Nov  (DRW,  BW). 

Only  4 Yellow  Rails  were  reported  for  the 
season,  al!  from  Illinois.  A Black  Rail  was 
heard  16  Aug  at  Emiquon,  Fulton,  IL  (EWW, 
WSS),  and  one  was  at  Ca- 
hokia  Mounds  S.P.,  St.  Clair, 

IL  15-16  Oct  (BRu,  DMK). 

An  excellent  count  of  at  least 
100  Soras  was  made  26  Aug 
at  Goose  Pond  (TC,  DKr). 

No  doubt  a group  of  12,413 
Sandhill  Cranes  tallied  17 
Nov  over  Greene  Valley  was 
headed  to  Jasper-Pulaski 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Area  in  nw. 

Indiana  (REF,  KDF). 

SHOREBIRDS 

The  203  American  Golden- 
Plovers  logged  in  Lake  and 
St.  Joseph  18  Sep  (DS,  PM  et 
al.)  constituted  Indiana’s  2nd 
highest  fall  total  ever.  An  inland  Piping  Plover 
at  Goose  Pond  30  Aug  QID)  was  the  first  for 
that  site,  and  one  at  Dunes  5 Sep  (BB)  was  the 
first  for  that  site  since  1937;  the  same  bird 
(verified  by  color-bands)  was  at  Miller  the  fol- 
lowing day  (ph.  JCK,  KJB  et  al).  Two  Piping 
Plovers  were  reported  from  Carl.  L.:  one  6 Sep 
(DMK)  and  a very  late  bird  19-26  Oct  (ph. 
DMK,  m.ob.).  Illinois’s  first  Mountain  Plover 
was  discovered  13  Sep  at  sod  farms  near  Mo- 
mence,  Kankakee  (ph.  JBH).  Though  it 
proved  elusive  for  many  birders,  it  was  seen 
again  there  14  (DTW,  tGN,  RLS)  & 18  Sep 
(ph.  JBH).  Proof  of  a highly  successful  breed- 
ing season  for  Black-necked  Stilts  were  counts 
of  147  over  four  s.  Illinois  counties  17  Aug 
(EWW,  WSS)  and  120  at  East  Cape  Gi- 
rardeau, Alexander,  IL  9 Aug  (TAM).  Ameri- 
can Avocets  moved  through  the  Region  in 
above-normal  numbers.  A flock  of  26  at  L. 
Shelbyville,  Shelby,  IL  8 Nov  (TAM)  and  23  at 
Carl.  L.  7 Sep  were  noteworthy  (DMK,  MS, 
ph.  KAM).  Late  American  Avocets  in  Indiana 
included  3 at  Whiting  Park,  Lake  8 Nov 
(CAM)  and  one  in  LaGrange  10  Nov  (JS,Jide 
DS).  A late  Lesser  Yellowlegs  was  also  at 
Goose  Pond  23  Nov  (LWS,  DG,  jC).  Numbers 
of  Upland  Sandpipers  have  been  plunging  dis- 
turbingly. The  sole  Indiana  report  this  fall  was 
of  a bird  atop  the  USX  breakwall  at  Miller  6 
Sep  (BJG),  the  first  Sep  and  an  all-time  late 
record  for  the  Indiana  lakefront;  11  were  re- 
ported from  Illinois,  the  latest  18  Sep  from 
Prairie  Ridge  State  Natural  Area,  Marion 
(CLH). 

Twelve  Whimbrels  were  reported  along 
the  lakefront  between  30  Aug  and  8 Sep.  At 


the  Momence,  IL  sod  farms,  7 Hudsonian 
Godwits  were  counted  19  Sep  OBH,  APS, 
m.ob.).  Remarkable  was  a migrating  flock  of 
9 Hudsonians  at  Miller  20  Oct  QCK)  that 
provided  the  Indiana  lakefront’s  latest  record 
and  the  state’s  highest  ever  count  for  Oct.  A 


total  of  9 Marbled  Godwits  was  reported  in 
the  Region. 

At  Brookville  Res.,  Union,  IN  a stunning  to- 
tal of  10  Ruddy  Turnstones  was  noted  on  5 
Sep  (RWi,  Jide  WHB).  One  of  6 Red  Knots  re- 
ported in  Indiana  during  the  period  was  in- 
land, a juv.  at  Brookville  Res.  9 Sep  (WHB). 
Just  2 Red  Knots  were  reported  from  Illinois: 
6 Sep  at  Winthrop  Harbor  (SJH)  and  7 Sep  at 
Waukegan  QSo).  A White-rumped  Sandpiper 
28  Nov  at  Rend  L.  (EWW)  was  exceptionally 
late,  perhaps  the  latest  on  record  for  Illinois. 
A Purple  Sandpiper  lingered  at  Waukegan  6- 
16  Nov  (MJB,  ph.  NL,  m.ob.),  while  the  first 
Purple  Sandpiper  at  Mich.  City  in  four  years 
was  found  8 Nov  (AE,  BB  et  al).  A first-year 
bird  was  found  at  the  same  site  29  Nov 
SRB,  CM,  RJP  et  al.).  Exciting  was  a one-day 
wonder  Curlew  Sandpiper,  Illinois’s  10th,  at 
Greene  Valley  23  Aug  (MAM,  ph.  NL,  m.ob.). 
Unexpected  was  a Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  in 
e.  Monroe,  IN  25  Aug  (DRW).  Numerous 
American  Woodcocks  were  victims  of  build- 
ing collisions  in  Chicago,  with  43  and  32 
found  dead  8 & 9 Nov,  respectively  (*FMNH; 
C.B.C.M.).  Of  the  record-high  11  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  reported  in  Indiana,  one  was  an 
early  juv.  at  Wakarusa  Wastewater  Treatment 
Facility,  Elkhart  4 Aug  (GC,  JKC,  LS),  and  5 
were  juvs.  seen  at  Pine  Creek  Gamebird  Habi- 
tat Area,  Benton,  IN  24  Aug  (MLR,  MCH),  the 
latter  record  tying  the  all-time  state  high 
count.  Four  Red  Phalaropes  were  encoun- 
tered this  season:  20  Sep  at  Carl.  L.  (KAM, 
lOS),  at  Prairie  Creek  Res.,  Delaware,  IN  8 
Nov  (BG),  at  Rend  L.  12  Nov  (LSt),  and  at 
Dunes  28  Nov  QCK  et  al). 


California  Gulls  are  rare  along  the  Indiana  lakefront  in  autumn,  in  2008,  two  were 
found  at  the  lakefront,  this  adult  appearing  at  Michigan  City  Harbor  on  17  November. 
Photograph  by  John  K.  Cassady. 
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In  a plumage  rarely  seen  in  the  Illinois  & Indiana  region,  this  first-cycle  Laughing 
Gull  (molting  out  of  juvenal  plumage)  was  on  Lake  Monroe,  Monroe  County, 
Indiana  21-24  (here  24)  August  2008.  Photograph  by  Susan  E.  Hengeveld. 


GULLS  THOUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Two  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  were  at  Gillson 
Park,  Cook,  IL  30  Nov  (AFS,  RDH,  m.ob.).  A 
juv.  Sabines  Gull  flew  past  Miller  3 Sep  OCK, 
KJB),  and  3 others  were  seen  there  6 Sep 
(BJG,  JCK);  3 were  at  Carl.  L (DMK,  MS)  16 
Sep.  A late  juv.  was  discovered  at  Dunes  9 Nov 
(REF  et  al.).  Single  first-cycle  Little  Gulls 
were  seen  at  Miller  27  Oct  OJM,  JCK),  9 Nov 
(REF  et  al.),  and  15  Nov  OJM,  JKC  et  al.).  At 
least  1 0 Laughing  Gulls  were  reported  in  the 
Region,  including  4 different  birds  from  Carl. 
L.  8 Aug-23  Nov  (DMK,  m.  oh)  and  2 juvs.  at 
Monroe  21  Aug  (DRW).  A major  movement 
of  Franklin’s  Gulls  8 Nov  included  a lake- 
front-record  598  at  Miller  (KJB,  SRB,  PBG, 
JCK  et  al.)  and  156  at  L.  Decatur,  Macon.  IL 
(TAM),  followed  the  next  day  by  110  in 
Kankakee.  IL  OBH).  Ad.  California  Gulls  were 
at  Miller  15  Nov  OJM,  JKO,  Winthrop  Har- 
bor, Lake.  IL  8-22  Nov  (ph.  RDH,  m.ob,),  and 
at  Mich.  City  17  Nov  QKC,  JJM,  BB,  KJB), 
while  a first-cycle  bird  was  noted  23-28  Nov 
at  Carl.  L.  (DMK,  MS).  Indiana’s  first  inland 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  for  Aug,  a third-cy- 
cle bird,  was  found  at  Monroe  17  Aug  (DD) 
and  remained  until  24  Aug  (ph.  SRE,  ph. 
MRB).  An  ad.  at  Salamonie  Res.,  Wabash  16 
Sep  OJM)  was  only  the  3rd  for  ne.  Indiana. 

On  15  Nov,  2 Pomarine  Jaegers,  an  ad.  and 
a juv,  were  seen  during  a lakewatch  at  Miller 
OJM,  JKC,  RDH,  KJB  et  al.).  There  was  a 
strong  flight  of  Parasitic  Jaegers  in  Indiana, 
with  20  birds  reported.  The  only  jaegers  re- 
ported from  Illinois  were  juv.  Parasitics  seen  7 
Sep  (KAM)  and  2 Nov  (DMK,  MS,  EWW)  at 
Carl.  L.  An  ad.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  at  Miller 
3 Sep  (ph.  MT),  and  a juv,  was  there  28  Sep 


(tMLR,  MCH,  tGAW,  CLW). 
The  strong  summer  presence 
in  Illinois  of  Least  Terns  spilled 
into  the  fall  season,  with  20  at 
East  Cape  Girardeau  9 Aug 
(TAM,  DMK,  KAM)  and  15  in 
Wabash  10  Aug  (CLH).  Unusu- 
al for  n.  Illinois,  and  also  late, 
were  2 Least  Terns  at  Winthrop 
Harbor,  Lake  7 Sep  (EWW). 

An  Indiana  record  58 
Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were 
logged  in  Whiting,  Lake  1 Nov 
OKC,  JJM,  KJB,  TH  et  al.).  A 
White-winged  Dove  at  Door 
Village,  LaPorte  1 Sep  (BJG) 
produced  Indiana’s  first  Sep 
and  2nd  fall  record.  At  least  6 
Snowy  Owls  were  reported 
from  Indiana  and  12  from  Illi- 
nois. One  in  Goshen,  Elkhart, 
IN  4 Nov  (ph.  J&VK)  might 
have  been  the  same  bird  that 
was  taken  to  a rehabilitator  14  Nov  (fide  RT). 
At  Hawthorn  Mine,  Sullivan,  IN,  a fine  count 
of  47  Short-eared  Owls  was  made  21  Nov 
(RLH,  WH,  THu,  AR).  A Burrowing  Owl 
made  news  29  Oct  with  a one-day  appearance 
at  Montrose  (RDH,  ph.  BV,  tGAW,  m.ob.)  be- 
fore being  taken  by  a Cooper’s  Hawk!  A total 
of  4 Northern  Saw-whet  Owls,  2 per  evening 
at  different  sites,  was  recorded  on  consecutive 
nights  8-9  Nov  in  Frattklin,  IL  (LSt). 

Part  of  an  impressive  Regionwide  flight, 
1376  Common  Nighthawks  were  seen  in 
Kankakee,  IL  6 Sep  OBH).  A phenomenal  to- 
tal of  120  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  visit- 
ed feeders  in  Posey  22  Sep  (SSo),  marking  the 
highest  count  ever  for  Indiana.  A Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbird  29  Oct  in  Rockford 
(DTW)  tied  the  2nd  latest  n,  Illinois  date  for 
this  species.  One  Rufous  Hummingbird  was 
reported,  an  imm.  male  3 Nov  at  Glenview, 
Cook,  IL  (ph.  GL), 

FLYCATCHERS 
THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A very  tardy  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  was 
studied  18-19  Oct  at  Montrose  (tGAW,  PKD, 
ph.  NL,  ph.  CMd),  Two  Western  Kingbirds 
were  reported:  5 Sep  at  Montrose  (RDH, 
m.ob.)  and  23  Sep  at  Chinook  Mine,  Vigo.  IN 
(KR,  ph.  JS,  ph.  MJ).  Eastern  Kingbirds 
moved  through  in  good  numbers;  80  were 
counted  22  Aug  at  Carl.  L.  (KAM).  An  East- 
ern Kingbird  16  Oct  at  Montrose  (KH)  was 
one  of  the  latest  on  record  for  Illinois.  An  ad. 
White-eyed  Vireo  feeding  a fledged  young  in 
Delaware,  IN  1 1 Sep  represented  a ver)'  late 
nesting  by  this  species  (BG).  In  a very  good 
season  for  Bell’s  Vireo,  the  tally  of  43  birds  at 


Hawthorn  Mine,  Sullivan  15  Aug  (DRW)  rep- 
resented the  highest-ever  fall  count  for  Indi- 
ana. The  male  of  a territorial  pair  at  Fox  Is- 
land County  Park,  Allen,  IN  remained 
through  the  late  date  of  16  Sep  QAH,  DR, 
MW).  In  a continuing  downward  trend,  only 
one  Loggerhead  Shrike  was  reported  in  Indi- 
ana (8  in  Illinois),  while  29  Northern  Shrikes 
were  reported  across  the  Region. 

Cliff  Swallow  numbers  in  Illinois  were 
above  normal,  with  2000  in  Randolph  18  Aug 
(KAM).  On  10  Nov  in  Monroe,  a single  Cave 
Swallow  was  reported  at  L.  Lemon  0DH)> 
and  2 were  reported  from  Monroe  (DRW), 
representing  Indiana’s  2nd  and  3rd  records 
(p.a.).  Cave  Swallows  in  Illinois  included  the 
state’s  first  accepted  record  13  Sep  at  Carl.  L. 
(ph.  DMK,  ph.  MS),  plus  a building-strike  ca- 
sualty retrieved  10  Nov  in  Chicago  (*FMNH; 
DEW,  MH)  and  one  15-16  Nov  at  E.  Fork  L., 
Richland  (tCLH,  ph.  RES).  The  total  of  83 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  reported  in  Indiana 
and  the  peak  Illinois  count  of  29  at  the  Mor- 
ton Arboretum,  DuPage  23  Nov  (DFS)  were 
high  for  an  even-numbered  year,  given  the 
species’  two-year  cycle.  The  only  Townsend’s 
Solitaire  reported  was  at  Montrose  31  Oct 
(RDH,  m.ob.). 

A tardy  Tennessee  Warbler  was  at  Mus- 
catatuck  N.W.R.,  Jennings,  IN  17  Nov  (ph. 
DLL).  Two  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  at  Eagle 
Cr.  27  Aug  (LP)  provided  just  the  3rd  Aug 
record  for  cen.  Indiana.  A Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  27  Nov  in  Chicago  (ph.  GS)  provid- 
ed Illinois’s  record-late  date,  while  Indiana 
recorded  its  latest-ever  Black-throated  Green 
Warbler  23  Nov  in  Montgomery  (JDP).  Also 
tardy  were  a Blackburnian  Warbler  at  Mus- 
catatuck  N.W.R.  25  Oct  (T&CB)  and  a Black- 
and-white  Warbler  in  Marion.  IN  1 Nov  (RL- 
S.fide  LP).  The  Swainson’s  Warblers  noted  in 
summer  near  Thebes,  IL  were  seen  there  9 
(TAM,  ph.  DMK)  & 27  Aug  (REF  et  al).  For 
the  2nd  straight  year,  a Northern  Waterthrush 
lingered  at  Chicago’s  Lincoln  Park  Zoo,  being 
seen  12  Nov+  (ph.  GN),  and  a Hooded  War- 
bler at  Carl.  L.  1-4  Oct  (KAM,  DMK,  MS)  was 
also  quite  late. 

SPARROWS 
THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  amazing  350  Chipping  Sparrows  were 
counted  in  Indianapolis  1 Sep  (LV,  KF),  more 
than  twice  the  previous  Indiana  maximum.  A 
record  1 1 Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  report- 
ed in  Indiana,  including  a very  early  bird  at 
Monroe  24  Aug  (ph.  SRE,  JL)  and  an  ad.  at 
Dunes  20  Sep  QKC,  m.ob.).  The  total  of  177 
Savannah  Sparrows  at  Goose  Pond  22  Oct 
constituted  Indiana’s  3rd  highest  count 
(LWS).  An  impressive  15  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows 
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were  noted  19  Oct  at  Horseshoe  L.,  Madison, 
IL  (FRH),  while  at  least  a dozen  were  report- 
ed in  Indiana.  There  was  a fairly  decent  show- 
ing of  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  this  sea- 
son; the  maximum  tally  of  5 came  from 
Northerly  I.,  Cook,  IL  30  Sep  (KM),  and  mul- 
tiple birds  were  at  five  other  Illinois  locations. 
Two  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  reported  from  Illi- 
nois, the  latest  14  Nov  in  McDonough  (LLH). 
The  Indiana  lakefront  enjoyed  a record  flight 
of  Snow  Buntings.  Peak  daily  flights  included 
400  at  Bev.  Sh.  16  Nov  (BJG)  and  525  at 
Portage  Lakefront  Park,  Porter  17  Nov 
JJM,  PBG,  KJB).  An  ad.  female  Blue  Grosbeak 
was  discovered  on  the  w.  side  of  Evansville  1 1 
Oct  (TG),  providing  a new  late  date  for  Indi- 
ana. A Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  in  Chicago  12 
Nov  was  tardy  (GAW),  as  was  a Dickcissel  27 
Nov  at  Carl.  L.  (DMK,  MS). 

Both  crossbill  species  stole  the  show  this 
season.  A calling  Red  Crossbill  was  seen  at 
Willow  Slough,  Newton  24  Aug  (BR),  provid- 
ing just  the  2nd  Aug  record  for  Indiana.  On  31 
Oct,  2 flew  past  Dunes  QJM,  BB,  JKC,  JCK), 
and  another  was  at  West  Beach,  Porter  (BB). 
On  22  Nov,  13  flybys  were  seen  at  West  Beach, 
and  7 more  were  at  Dunes  (SRB,  JCK,  JJM,  RJP, 
KJB  et  al).  Twelve  Reds  were  noted  at  Spoon 
L,  Knox,  IL  18  Nov  (MJB),  10  at  Sand  Ridge 
S.E  22  Nov  (TW),  and  6 at  I.B.S.P.  9 Nov 
(AFS).  Hundreds  of  White-winged  Crossbills 
were  noted  17  Nov  at  Lyons  Woods,  Lake,  IL 
(SDB,  m.ob.),  and  102  were  tallied  22  Nov  at 
I.B.S.P.  (DBJ,  JSo,  m.ob.).  Morton  Arboretum 
hosted  30  White-wingeds  23  Nov  (DFS).  The 
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18  White-wingeds  in  Furnessville,  Porter  24 
Nov  QCK,  BB,  PBG)  provided  the  Indiana 
lakefront’s  highest-ever  tally;  6 were  found  in 
Steubm  29  Nov  (JAH,  SS).  An  excellent  flight 
of  366  Pine  Siskins  at  Dunes  24  Oct  OCK, 
DG)  provided  Indiana’s  4th  highest  count. 

Contributors  cited  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Susan  R.  Bagby  Steven  D.  Bailey, 
Michael  J.  Baum,  Tom  & Colleen  Becker,  Vic 
Berardi,  Kenneth  J.  Brock  (Indiana),  Michael 
R.  Brown,  Brad  Bumgardner,  William  H. 
Buskirk,  John  K.  Cassady,  Gary  Chupp,  Tom 
Cooper,  Janet  Creamer,  Marilyn  E Campbell, 
David  Daniels,  Paul  K.  Doughty,  Jerry  1. 
Downs,  Joseph  W.  Fades,  Amber  Edwards, 
Robert  Erickson,  Scott  R.  Evans,  Kathy  Feld- 
man, Karen  D.  Fisher,  Robert  E.  Fisher, 
Howard  Glass,  Don  Gorney,  Tim  Griffith, 
Brendan  J.  Grube,  Peter  B.  Grube,  Bill  Grum- 
mer,  Matthew  C.  Hale,  Travis  Harris,  C.  Leroy 
Harrison,  James  A.  Haw,  Roger  L.  Hedge, 
Bruce  Heimer,  James  D.  Hengeveld,  Susan  E. 
Hengeveld,  Mary  Hennen,  Jed  B.  Hertz,  Kanae 
Hirabayashi,  Frank  R.  Holmes,  Wes  Homoya, 
Larry  L.  Hood,  Edward  M.  Hopkins,  Steven  J. 
Huggins,  Robert  D.  Hughes,  Tom  Hulver- 
shorn  (THu),  David  B.  Johnson,  Marty  Jones, 
John  & Verna  Kantner,  Dan  M.  Kassebaum, 
Dave  Kvernes,  John  C.  Kendall,  David  Kre- 
mentz  (DKr),  Tim  L.  Kuesel,  George  LaClaire, 
Gregory  S.  Lambeth,  Nolan  Lameka,  John 
Lawrence,  John  P Leonard,  David  L.  Lindsey, 
Rebecca  Lomax-Sumner,  Michael  A.  Madsen, 
Travis  A.  Mahan,  Karen  Mansfield,  Walter  J. 


Marcisz,  Carolyn  A.  Marsh,  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy, 
Keith  A.  McMullen,  Cathy  Meyer,  Craig  Mil- 
lard (CMd),  Perry  Miller,  Greg  Neise,  Greg 
Page,  Randy  J.  Pals,  Larry  Peavler,  Vitor  Pia- 
centini,  J.  D.  Phillips,  Bronson  Ratcliff, 
Michael  L.  Retter,  Kevin  B.  Richmond,  Doug 
Rood,  Kirk  Roth,  Rhonda  M.  Rothrock,  Al 
Roush,  Bill  Rudden  (BRu),  Gail  Sadock, 
Sandy  Schacht,  Mark  Seiffert,  Wesley  S.  Ser- 
afin,  Leland  Shaum,  Robert  E.  Shelby,  Randy 
L.  Shonkwiler,  Timothy  Shrock,  Andrew  P. 
Sigler,  Jim  Solum  QSo),  Sharon  Sorenson 
(SSo),  Josh  Stafford  0^0,  Leonard  Stanley 
(LSt),  Jay  Stenger  QyS),  Lee  W.  Sterrenburg, 
Alan  E Stokie,  Anne  Straight,  Dan  Stoltzfus, 
Douglas  F.  Stotz  (Illinois),  Jeffrey  O.  Sund- 
berg,  Jim  Sullivan,  Janice  Sweet  OSw),  Paul 
W.  Sweet,  Craig  A.  Taylor,  Michael  Topp,  Ray 
Troyer,  Bob  Vogelzang,  Laurie  Voss,  Eric  W. 
Walters,  Tony  Ward,  Jason  D.  Weckstein, 
Dave  Wiechers,  Betsy  Whitehead,  Donald  R. 
Whitehead,  David  E.  Willard,  Daniel  T. 
Williams,  Ron  Williams  (RWi),  Christine  L. 
Williamson,  Geoffrey  A.  Williamson,  Marisa 
Windell,  Robert  Winebrinner  and  James  P. 
Ziebol.  Many  others  submitted  observations 
but  could  not  be  personally  acknowledged;  all 
have  our  thanks  for  their  contributions. 


James  D.  Hengeveld,  6354  Southshore  Drive 
Unionville,  Indiana  47468,  (jhengeve@indiana.edu) 

Keith  L McMullen,  1405  DeSoto 
O'Fallon,  Illinois  62269,  (warbler7@sbcglobal.net) 
Geoffrey  A.  Williamson,  4046  North  Clark  Street,  Unit  K 
Chicago,  Illinois  60613,  (geoffrey.williamson@comcast.net) 


Western  Great  Lakes 


Peder  H.  Svingen 


Most  of  the  Region  experienced  be- 
low-normal  precipitation  and  near- 
normal temperatures  until  Novem- 
ber, when  it  became  cold.  Though  punctuat- 
ed by  frigatebirds  and  alcids,  fall  migration 
was  uninspiring. 

Abbreviations:  Agassiz  (Agassiz  N.W.R.,  Mar- 
shall, MN);  Hawk  Ridge  (Hawk  Ridge  Nature 
Reserve,  Duluth,  MN);  Horicon  (Horicon 
Marsh  State  W.A.,  Dodge,  WI);  M.B.R.C. 
(Michigan  B.R.C.);  North  Shore  (n.  Shore  of 
L.  Superior,  ne.  Minnesota);  Pte.  Mouillee 
(Pointe  Mouillee  State  Game  Area,  Monroe, 
MI);  Shiawassee  (Shiawassee  N.W.R.,  Sagi- 
naw, MI);  U.P  (Upper  Peninsula,  MI);  White- 
fish  Pt.  (Whitefish  Point  B.O.,  Chippewa,  Ml). 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
FRIGATEBIRDS 

Michigan’s  2nd  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Duck  showed  up  at  Shiawassee  29  Sep-1  Oct 
(DPe,  DPo).  In  Wisconsin,  one  from  summer 
lingered  through  2 Aug  in  Sauk,  and  another 
or  possibly  the  same  bird  appeared  at  Bay 
Beach  Sanctuary,  Brown  mid-Nov  (TyB). 
Ross’s  Geese  in  1 1 Minnesota  and  six  Wiscon- 
sin counties  were  less  widespread  than  usual, 
while  no  fewer  than  9 birds  in  four  Michigan 
locations  will  be  reviewed  by  the  M.B.R.C. 
Challenging  the  conventional  wisdom  that 
the  highest  number  of  Cackling  Geese  pass 
through  w.  Minnesota  was  a total  of  1071  at 
Hawk  Ridge  27  Sep  (KJB).  Casual  waterfowl 
included  a Brant  in  Ottawa,  Ml  1 Nov  (CF),  a 
drake  Eurasian  Wigeon  in  Hennepin,  MN  2-8 
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A species  reported  increasingly  often  in  Minnesota,  this  Barrow's  Goldeneye  visited  Lake 
Ripley,  Meeker  County  1 7-1 9 {here  1 7)  November  2008.  Photograph  by  Robert  W.  Schroeder. 


Nov  (PEJ,  m.ob.),  and  single  King  Eiders  in 
Wayne,  MI  21-22  Nov  (NC)  and  Manitowoc, 
WI  29  Nov  (TW).  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin 
each  reported  5 Harlequin  Ducks.  Above-av- 
erage numbers  of  Surf  Scoters  surfaced  in  14 
Wisconsin  counties,  but  White-winged  Scot- 
ers were  scarce.  Away  from  L.  Superior  in 
Minnesota  were  Surf  Scoters  in  six  counties, 
and  Black  Scoters  in  five  counties  as  far  s.  as 
Blue  Earth  9 Nov  (ChH).  A flock  of  4000 
Long-tailed  Ducks  in  Manitowoc,  WI  20  Nov 
(CS)  must  have  been  entertaining!  In  Min- 
nesota, drake  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  visited 
Duluth  1-11  Nov-i-  (PHS,  MLH),  Meeker  17- 
19  Nov  (DMF,  ph.  RWS),  and  Houston  22  Nov 
(PEJ,  DFN). 

Normally  a very  rare  fall  migrant  in  Min- 
nesota, but  continuing  the  trend  noted  earlier 
this  year  were  up  to  8 Red-throated  Loons  at 
Duluth;  farther  up  the  North  Shore  was  one  at 
Two  Harbors  1-2  Nov  (KRE  et  ah).  Wisconsin 
had  seven  reports  of  Red-throateds  in  five 
Great  Lakes  counties.  Four  Pacific  Loons  in 
Minnesota  and  2 in  Wisconsin  were  all  on  L. 
Superior;  Michigan  reported  one  in  Baraga  31 
Oct  (p.a.,  MHe).  An  Eared  Grebe  in  Dane,  WI 
29  Nov  (QY)  was  very  late.  Wisconsin  wel- 
comed Western  Grebes  in  Douglas  12  Oct 
(EB)  and  Waukesha  22-25  Nov  (DG).  Michi- 
gan had  an  Aechmophorus  grebe  in  Marquette 
29  Nov  (p.a.,  GG).  Providing  Michigan’s  3rd 
certain  record  was  a male  Magnificent 
Frigatebird  in  Berrien  26  Sep  (MHy);  an 
unidentified  frigatebird  in  Leelanau  20  Sep 
(SBu)  was  the  Wolverine  State’s  6th  Fregata. 

HERONS  THROUGH  CRAf^ES 

All  three  states  reported  Snowy  Egrets  and 
Cattle  Egrets  but  no  Little  Blue  Herons.  Most 
unusual  were  a Cattle  Egret  perched  on  a rock 
in  L.  Superior  at  Duluth,  MN  8 Oct  (ph.  KRE) 
and  4 late  Cattle  Egrets  in  Marquette,  MI  4-8 


Nov  (DPa,  SH,  GC, 
MHu,  JH).  Wisconsin 
reported  a Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Heron 
in  Manitowoc  8 Aug 
(BD).  For  the  2nd  con- 
secutive fall,  a juv.  Yel- 
low-crowned was 
found  in  Hennepin, 
MN  4 Sep  (DDo). 
Unidentified  Plegadis 
ibis  were  found  in  all 
three  states;  most  un- 
usual were  one  at 
Agassiz  7 Sep  (ph.  JMJ, 
ph.  GK),  6 in  Douglas, 
WI  24  Sep  (SLa),  and 
tardy  singles  in 
Dakota,  MN  11  Nov 
0PM)  and  Allegan,  MI  15  Nov  (SM).  Fur- 
nishing the  18th  and  19th  Michigan  records 
were  single  Black  Vultures  in  Wayne  14  Oct 
(LC,  PC)  and  Houghton  17  Oct-17  Nov  (GD, 
MHi,  JK).  Wisconsin  had  a Black  Vulture 
feeding  on  roadkill  in  Waukesha  29  Aug  QB). 

Michigan’s  6th  Swallow-tailed  Kite  in  On- 
tonagon 18  Aug  was  the  first  for  the  U.P. 
(NW).  Another  visited  Van  Buren,  MI  21  Aug 
(p.a.,  MW).  Minnesota  attracted  a Swallow- 
tailed Kite  in  Watonwan  22-28  Aug  (ph.  MTr, 
ph.  LCa,  ADS,  BTS,  ph.  JPM);  late  Aug  is  ap- 
parently a good  time  to  look  for  this  species. 
Single  Mississippi  Kites  were  reported  at 
Hawk  Ridge  8 & 9 Sep  (KJB,  ABL),  and  one 
soared  over  Ramsey,  MN  17  Sep  (AXH).  The 
Detroit  River  Hawkwatch  (formerly  Southeast 
Michigan  Raptor  Research,  Wayne,  MI) 
recorded  an  astonishing  255,641  Broad- 
winged Hawks  18  Sep  (CB),  its  2nd  highest 
daily  count,  plus  5 Swainson’s  Hawks  for  the 
season.  Detroit  River’s  peak  of  35  Golden  Ea- 
gles 1 Nov  (CB)  was  eclipsed  by  a record  high 
53  at  Hawk  Ridge  31  Oct  (KJB).  Three  Prairie 
Falcons  in  w.  Minnesota  were  much  more  ex- 
pected than  one  in  Manitowoc,  WI  7 Oct  (p.a., 
CS).  Rarely  detected  in  fall.  Yellow  Rail  was 
found  in  all  three  states;  most  unusual  was 
one  found  dead  under  a Peregrine  Falcon 
roost  in  Washtmaw,  MI  13  Oct  QBr). 

SHOREBIRDS 

A Piping  Plover  in  Brown,  MN  7 Sep  (BTS) 
was  late.  Breeding  Black-necked  Stilts  lin- 
gered at  Horicon  through  26  Aug  (AP,  SF)  and 
Pte.  Mouillee  through  30  Aug  (m.ob.).  All 
three  states  reported  small  numbers  of  Amer- 
ican Avocets;  most  noteworthy  were  Michi- 
gan’s tardy  avocets  in  Bay  (SFr)  and  Midland 
QZ)  9 Nov.  Record  late  for  Minnesota  was  a 
Willet  in  Anoka  28  Oct  (ph.  AXH).  A radio- 
collared  Whimbrel  expired  on  the  Apostle  Is., 


Ashland,  WI  26  Aug  after  flying  more  than  i 
2560  km  from  Willapa  Bay,  WA  (fide  RSB).  f 
Late  Oct  godwits  almost  always  prove  to  be  j 
Hudsonians;  one  in  Wilkin,  MN  19  Oct 
(RMD)  was  no  exception.  Twenty-one  Mar- 
bled Godwits  at  Duluth,  MN  1 Aug  (KJB)  was 
an  unusual  location  for  a flock  of  this  size.  I 
Four  Red  Knots  were  more  than  usual  for  ' 
Wisconsin.  A record-setting  356  Sanderlings 
were  at  Park  Pt.,  Duluth,  MN  4 Sep  (PHS). 
Now  considered  casual  in  Michigan,  juv.  ■ 
Western  Sandpipers  were  confirmed  at  Pte. 
Mouillee  31  Aug  (BB)  and  6-15  Sep  (AMB,  i 
BM,  CP).  Seven  Western  Sandpipers  were  I 
documented  in  Manitowoc,  WI  6 Sep  (CS).  I 
Lack  of  shorebird  habitat  in  w.  Minnesota  re- 
duced peak  counts  of  peeps  to  884  Semi-  , 
palmated  Sandpipers  at  Agassiz  24  Aug  (PHS, 
JMJ)  and  851  Least  Sandpipers  in  Lac  Qui  Par- 
le 30  Aug  (PCC,  PHS).  One  day  shy  of  the 
Wisconsin  record  was  a Least  Sandpiper  in 
lowfl  17  Nov  (AH).  Three  Purple  Sandpipers 
were  found  in  Michigan  in  Nov.  Wisconsin’s 
only  Purple  Sandpiper  visited  Racine  24  Nov 
(RF).  Stilt  Sandpiper  peaked  at  996  in  Lac  Qui 
Park,  MN  30  Aug  (PCC,  PHS).  Wisconsin  re- 
ported another  good  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 
migration,  with  12  reports  from  nine  coun- 
ties, but  the  Minnesota  total  of  115-t  birds  in 
21  counties  was  relatively  low  for  the  6th  con- 


A welcame  trend  in  the  Western  Great  Lakes  regien  is  the 
increase  in  records  of  Swailew-tailed  Kite.  Furnishing  Min- 
nesota's fifth  record  in  ten  years  was  this  bird  near  Madelia, 
Watonwan  County  22-28  (here  28)  August  2008.  Photo- 
gmph  by  James  P.  Mattson. 

secutive  fall.  A cooperative  Ruff  delighted  ob- 
servers at  Pte.  Mouillee  19-23  Aug  (ATC,  RE, 
DF,  LH).  Long-billed  Dowitcher  peaked  at 
162  in  Lac  Qui  Parle,  MN  18  Oct  (PHS). 
Michigan  reported  more  Long-billeds  than 
usual,  including  up  to  10  at  Pte.  Mouillee  6- 
20  Sep  (AMB)  and  as  many  as  21  at  Shi- 
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Estabiishing  Minnesota's  sixteenth  record  was  this  juwnile 
Red  Phaiarope  at  Two  Harbors  22  October  2008.  The  state's 
first  record  was  also  in  Lake  County,  on  17  October  1963. 
Photagmph  by  Shavm  C Herman. 

awassee  11-19  Sep  (DPe).  Michigan  congre- 
gated 142  Wilson’s  Snipe  in  Jackson  3 Nov 
(DH,  RHe).  Wisconsin  reported  exceptional 
numbers  of  Red-necked  Phalaropes,  with  21 
reports  from  12  counties,  but  Minnesota’s  to- 
tal of  276  birds  in  30  counties  was  less  than 
half  of  the  last  two  fall  migrations.  Single  Red 
Phalaropes  graced  Whitefish  Pt.  5 Oct  (p.a., 
TB,  K&RC,  CN),  Two  Harbors,  MN  22  Oct 
(ph.  SCZ),  and  Pte.  Mouillee  26  Nova-  (p.a., 
AMB,  GB,  PCC,  BM). 

GULLS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Wisconsin  had  three  reports  of  Sabine’s  Gulls 
including  an  “inland”  bird  in  Dane  25  Oct 
(ST).  Minnesota’s  only  documented  records 
were  2 juvs.  in  Cass  7 Sep  (DAY)  and  one  in 
Brown  12-13  Sep  (ph.  LS,  m.ob.).  Michigan 
had  an  ad.  Black-headed  Gull  in  Allegan  20 
Oct  (p.a.,  RBr).  Wisconsin  reported  Little 
Gulls  in  Douglas  17  Sep  (TP)  and  Vernon  17 
Nov  (AP).  Minnesota’s  only  Little  Gull  away 
from  Duluth  was  an  ad.  in  Beltrami  14-15  Sep 
(DPJ).  An  influx  of  Franklin’s  Gulls  into  nine 
Michigan  counties  included  17  birds  in  Alle- 
gan, at  least  11  in  Berrien,  and  up  to  18  in  In- 
gham. Wisconsin  birders  found  Franklin’s  in 
seven  counties.  Possibly  related  to  this  influx 
was  a high  count  of  75,0004-  Franklin’s  Gulls 
at  Pelican  L.,  MN  1 Oct  (BWF).  A Mew  Gull 
passed  through  Milwaukee,  WI  15  Sep  (DG). 
Casual  in  Michigan,  a California  Gull  strayed 
to  Berrien  24  Nov  (p.a.,  TB).  Minnesota  re- 
ported 4-6  Iceland  Gulls,  and  Wisconsin  had 
singles  in  Dane  21  Nov  (ST)  and  Douglas  30 
Nov  (PHS).  At  least  4 Parasitic  Jaegers  were 


documented  at  Wisconsin  Pt.  16-24  Sep 
(m.ob.),  some  of  which  were  among  the  3 
Parasitics  and  5 unidentified  jaegers  at  Du- 
luth, MN  this  fall. 

Providing  Minnesota’s  first  record  was  a 
Long-billed  Murrelet  at  Duluth  4 Nov  (PHS, 
ph.  AXH,  ph.  MSS,  DOK).  This  species  was  al- 
ready on  the  hypothetical  list  for  Wisconsin 
based  on  two  sight  records,  so  it  represented 
the  first  confirmed  record  for  the  Region.  An 
Ancient  Murrelet  at  Whitefish  Pt.  31  Oct 
(p.a.,  DJ)  was  followed  by  an  unidentified 
murrelet  5 Nov  (p.a.,  CN).  Furnishing  Michi- 
gan’s 13th  and  14th  records  of  White-winged 
Dove  were  singles  in  Mackinac  7 Sep  (B&JB) 
and  Lapeer  29  Oct  (MC).  Snowy  Owls  in  12 
Minnesota,  10  Wisconsin,  and  13  Michigan 
counties  clearly  signaled  an  invasion,  with 
35+  individuals  in  the  U.P.  At  least  11  North- 
ern Hawk  Owls  were  found  in  Minnesota,  and 
Michigan  reported  singles  in  Houghton  25  Nov 
(NA,  TA)  and  Chippewa  30  Nov+  (JN).  High 
numbers  of  Boreal  Owls  banded  along  the 
North  Shore  (FJN)  were  harbingers  of  anoth- 
er winter  irruption.  Michigan’s  4th  Green  Vio- 
letear  lingered  in  Kent  18-28  Oct  (SN).  Three 
Rufous  Hummingbirds  were  reported:  ad. 
male  in  Ottawa,  MI  7 Nov+  (NG,  m.ob.),  ad. 
female  in  Saginaw,  MI  12-28  Nov  (p.a.,  ATC), 
and  imm.  male  in  Dane,  WI  15-30  Nov  (AP). 

WOODPECKERS 
THROUGH  FINCHES 

Three  American  Three-toed  Woodpeckers  in 
ne.  Minnesota  and  one  in  Marquette,  MI  5 Oct 
(RB)  closed  the  books  on  the  recent  irruption 
of  this  species.  However,  a total  of  43  Black- 
backed  Woodpeckers  migrated  past  Hawk 
Ridge  this  fall  (KJB),  and 
some  reached  s.  Minnesota 
in  Sherburne  18  Oct+  (2  or  3 
birds,  SLo,  m.ob.),  Dakota 
29  Oct  (females  in  two  loca- 
tions, ADS,  OSM),  and 
Anoka  19  Nov  (BRL).  An 
optimistic  Acadian  Fly- 
catcher was  digitally  record- 
ed calling  on  territory  in 
Waukesha,  WI  23  Sep  (ASz). 

Obligingly  crossing  the 
county  line  was  a Say’s 
Phoebe  at  Arnheim,  Bara- 
ga/Houghton, MI  29  Sep 
(MHe).  Houghton  also  at- 
tracted a Western  Kingbird  6 Sep  (MHe).  Wis- 
consin welcomed  Western  Kingbirds  in  Dodge 
9 Sep  (DT)  and  Kewaunee  17  Oct  (PS). 

In  Minnesota,  the  White-eyed  Vireo  from 
Jul  was  still  present  in  Scott  7 Sep  (BAF, 
D&BM),  and  a juv.  showed  up  in  Nicollet  14- 
17  Nov  (ph.  RMD).  In  Wisconsin,  a White- 


eyed Vireo  lingered  in  Grant  until  30  Sep  (ASt, 
LD).  Wisconsin  had  18  reports  of  Gray  Jays 
from  eight  counties,  including  one  as  far  s.  as 
Eau  Claire  27  Sep  (SBe).  Multiple  reports  of 
Boreal  Chickadees  in  six  Wisconsin  counties 
were  the  most  in  decades  for  the  Badger  State. 
In  Minnesota,  Rock  Wrens  warmed  the  cock- 
les of  birders’  hearts  at  Inspiration  Peak  19  Sep 
(ph.  D&ST)  and  Grand  Marais  25  Sep-2  Oct 
(SC,  m.ob.).  Away  from  its  usual  se.  Minneso- 
ta haunts  were  Carolina  V/rens  in  Otter  Tail  21 
Oct-23  Nov  (ph.  D&ST)  and  Itasca  2-18  Nov 
(ph.  K&BZ).  Extremely  late  for  Michigan  was 
a Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  in  Wayne  28  Nov 
(RD).  A Mountain  Bluebird  migrating  past 
Hawk  Ridge  27  Oct  (KJB)  was  only  the  2nd 
Minnesota  report  for  2008.  A Townsend’s  Soli- 
taire in  Ashland,  WI  12  Nov  (RSB)  and  3 in 
Minnesota  were  fewer  than  normal.  Varied 
Thrush  was  also  scarce,  with  6 in  Minnesota, 
3 in  Wisconsin,  and  one  in  Michigan  for  a 2nd 
Washtenaw  record  22  Nov+  (m.ob.). 

Fall  warbler  migration  was  anemic,  with 
few  highlights  apart  from  lingering  individu- 
als. Tardy  for  Michigan  were  a Nashville  War- 
bler in  Alger  15  Nov  (SCH),  a Northern  Paru- 
la  in  Bay  20  Oct  (GP,  EP),  and  a Chestnut- 
sided Warbler  in  Delta  22  Nov  (DPa,  SH). 
Minnesota  reported  Black-throated  Blues  in 
seven  s.  counties,  including  the  first  for  Pope 
20  Sep  (D&BM).  Wisconsin  chimed  in  with  a 
late  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  in  Milwau- 
kee 25  Oct  (ASz).  A Yellow-throated  Warbler 
at  Duluth  9 Sep  O&LK)  was  the  first  for  ne. 
Minnesota,  while  one  in  Delta  1 Nov  (SH, 
MHe)  was  late  and  unusual  for  the  U.P  Also 
late  for  Michigan  were  a Palm  Warbler  in 
Marquette  19  Nov  (ZG,  JH,  MHu),  a Worm- 


eating Warbler  in  Ontonagon  for  two  weeks 
through  20  Nov  (BC),  and  a Northern  Wa- 
terthrush  in  Oakland  20  Oct-2  Nov  (MT, 
KO);  the  latter  took  up  residence  in  the  bird 
seed  aisle  of  a Lowe’s  store!  Out  of  range  was 
a Hooded  Warbler  at  Duluth,  MN  13  Sep 
(K&CR).  Hooded  Warblers  lingered  until  7 


Representing  the  first  confirmed  record  for  the  Western  Great  Lakes  region  and  a 
first  for  Minnesota  was  this  Long-billed  Murrelet  at  Duluth  4 November  2008.  Pho- 
tograph by  Mark  Stemaas. 
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Oct  in  Waukesha,  W1  (ASz)  and  22  Oct  in 
Berrien,  MI  (BRA). 

A female  Summer  Tanager  was  found  along 
the  North  Shore  in  Lake  30  Oct-2  Nov  (JWL, 
KRE  et  al.).  Even  later  were  Summer  Tanagers 
in  Oakland,  MI  19  Nov  (NMB)  and  Waukesha, 
WI  22  Nov  (fide  HB),  and  a Scarlet  Tanager  in 
St.  Clair,  MI  7 Nov  (DM).  Easterly  was  the 
Western  Tanager  in  Sauk,  WI  15  Aug  (ALD). 
Fitting  the  expected  pattern  of  late  Sep-Oct 
occurrences  in  w.  Minnesota  was  a Spotted 
Towhee  in  Clay  24-27  Sep  (RHO).  Single  Lark 
Sparrows  at  Whitefish  Ft.  2 Sep  (TB)  and  2-3 
Nov  (CN)  will  both  be  reviewed  by  M.B.R.C. 
Migrant  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  were 
found  in  only  two  Minnesota  and  four  Wis- 
consin locations,  making  Michigan’s  report  of 
2 in  Berrien  11  Sep  (p.a.,  TB,  m.ob.)  all  the 
more  remarkable.  Harris’s  Sparrow  was  inex- 
plicably scarce  throughout  the  Region.  Fur- 
nishing the  5th  Minnesota  record  was  an  imm. 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow  on  an  island  in 
Leech  L.,  Cass  16-18  Oct  (ph.  KRE,  ph.  DAC, 
ph.  BAW  et  al).  Single  Smith’s  Longspurs  were 
at  three  Minnesota  locations  along  the  North 
Shore,  and  2 wandered  farther  e.  to  Alger,  MI 
12  Sep  (p.a.,  SCH,  DPa).  A record-high  count 
of  103  Great-tailed  Grackles  came  from  Jack- 
son,  MN  12  Oct  OWH).  Early  signs  of  a win- 
ter irruption  of  White-winged  Crossbills  were 
present  in  all  three  states,  but  none  were  as 
dramatic  as  the  total  of  3691  for  the  season  at 
Hawk  Ridge,  including  a record-high  count  of 
744  on  21  Oct  (KJB). 


Corrigenda:  For  fall  2007  in  Minnesota,  the 
record  high  count  at  Murphy-Hanrehan  2 
Aug  was  61  Solitary  Sandpipers,  not  Spotted 
Sandpipers  as  published. 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface);  Bradley  R.  Anderson,  Nancy  Auer, 
Tom  Auer,  Tim  Baerwald,  Rick  Baetson,  Karl 
J.  Bardon,  Ty  Baumann  (TyB),  Giff  Beaton, 
Steve  Betchkal  (SBe),  Harlow  Bielefeldt,  John 
Bielefeldt,  Bruce  Bowman,  Ryan  S.  Brady, 
Calvin  Brennan,  Rick  Brigham  (RBr),  Barb  & 
Jeff  Brockway  (B&JB),  Joseph  Brown  (jBr), 
Nancy  M.  Brown,  Eric  Bruhnke,  Paul  E.  Bud- 
de  (Minnesota),  Steve  Burke  (SBu),  Adam 
M.  Byrne  (Michigan),  David  A.  Cahlander, 
Leah  Carlson  (LCa),  Betty  Carmichael,  Mike 
Champagne,  Allen  T.  Chattier,  Philip  C. 
Chu,  Lathe  Claflin,  Greg  Cleary,  Karen  & 
Randy  Conat  (K&RC),  Shawn  Conrad, 
Nathan  Crawford,  Paul  Cypher,  Luke 
Dahlber,  Alyssa  L.  DeRubeis,  Greg  Desort, 
Bob  Domagalski,  Diana  Doyle  (DDo),  Robert 
M.  Dunlap,  Ryan  Dziedzic,  Kim  R.  Eckert, 
Robert  Epstein,  Bruce  A.  Fall,  Rick  Fare, 
Sean  Fitzgerald,  Dan  M.  Floren,  Chip 
Francke,  Darlene  Friedman,  Ben  W.  Fricht- 
man,  Steve  Frye  (SFr),  Zach  Gayk,  Nancy 
Gillis,  Dennis  Gustafson,  Skye  Haas,  Lyle 
Hamilton,  Chad  Heins  (ChH),  Michael  L. 
Hendrickson,  Don  Henise,  Robyn  Henise 
(RHe),  Max  Henschell  (MHe),  Anthony  X. 
Hertzel,  Scott  C.  Hickman,  Mary  Hindelang 
(MHi),  John  W.  Hockema,  Randy  Hoffman 


(Wisconsin),  Aaron  Holschbach,  Joanie 
Hubinger,  Mark  Hubinger  (MHu),  Matt  Hy- 
sell  (MHy),  Paul  E.  Jantscher,  Donjennette, 
Douglas  P.  Johnson,  Jeanie  M.  Joppru,  Joe 
Kaplan,  Don  O.  Kienholz,  Gregg  Knutsen, 
Jan  and  Larry  Kraemer  O&LK),  Steve  La  Val- 
ley (SLa),  James  W.  Lind,  Bill  R.  Litkey,  An- 
drew B.  Longtin,  Scott  Loss  (SLo),  Dennis  & 
Barbara  Martin  (D&BM),  James  E Mattsson, 
Owen  S.  McMurtrey,  Dan  Miller,  Sena  Mul- 
der, Brad  Murphy,  Joe  Nault,  David  F. 
Neitzei,  Sheryl  Nelson,  Chris  Neri,  Frank]. 
Nicoletti,  Robert  H.  O’Connor,  Karl  Over- 
man, Andy  Paulios,  David  Pavlik  (DPa), 
David  Peters  (DPe),  Ellen  Peterson,  Glenn 
Peterson,  Donald  Poppe  (DPo),  Tom  Prestby, 
Caleb  Putnam,  Kim  & Cindy  Risen 
(K&CR),  Paul  Schilke,  Robert  W.  Schroeder, 
Andrew  D.  Smith,  Brian  T.  Smith,  Charles 
Sontag,  Linda  Sparling,  Alex  Stark  (ASt), 
Mark  “Sparky”  Stensaas,  Peder  H.  Svingen, 
Andrea  Szymczak  (ASz),  Daryl  Tessen,  Steve 
Thiessen,  Dan  & Sandy  Thimgan  (D&ST), 
Molly  Tranel  (MTr),  Mary  Trombley  (MT), 
Mindy  Walker,  Nancy  Warren,  Ben  A. 
Wieland,  Tom  Wood,  Dale  A.  Yerger, 
Quentin  Yoerger,  Jerry  Ziarno,  Shawn  C. 
Zierman,  Ken  & Barbara  Zimmer  (K&BZ). 
We  offer  sincere  thanks  to  the  hundreds  of 
contributors  who  could  not  be  cited  here  in- 
dividually. © 


Pgder  H.  Stingen,  2602  East  4th  Street 
Duiuth,  Minnesota  55812,  (psvingen@d.unin.edu) 


Iowa  & Missouri 


Bill  Eddleman 


Weather  and  birds  seemed  unexcep- 
tional this  fall  in  Iowa.  There  were 
few  extremes,  no  heat  waves,  av- 
erage precipitation,  and  the  season  ended  a 
bit  cool,  with  early  snow.  Missouri,  on  the 
other  hand,  had  average  to  above-average  pre- 
cipitation over  much  of  the  state,  especially  in 
the  north  and  east.  Southwestern  Missouri 
was  dry,  however,  and  some  isolated  pockets 
in  the  Missouri  Bootheel  received  essentially 
no  rain.  The  passage  of  two  hurricanes 
through  Missouri  (Gustav  on  3 September 
and  Ike  on  14  September)  resulted  in  no  con- 
firmed rarities.  August  was  slightly  cooler 
than  normal  and  much  drier  than  normal  in 
Iowa  but  wetter  in  Missouri.  Severe  weather 
occurred  only  twice  in  Iowa  in  August,  over 
the  eastern  two-thirds  of  the  state  4-5  August, 


and  in  the  northwest  on  13  August.  Septem- 
ber saw  rainfall  extremes,  from  Mason  City’s 
mere  3.5  cm  of  rain  for  the  month,  to  18  cm 
that  fell  in  one  event  in  the  southeast  in  mid- 
September;  however,  precipitation  ended  av- 
erage in  Iowa,  somewhat  above  average  in 
Missouri.  Temperatures  leveled  out  after  the 
first  few  days  and  stayed  even  and  cool 
through  most  of  October.  Killing  freezes  came 
very  late  this  year  in  Iowa,  with  the  northern 
half  of  the  state  holding  out  until  21  October 
and  southern  Iowa  until  28  October.  The  only 
heavy  rains  of  October  were  in  the  west.  On 
26  October,  the  first  snow  fell  across  the 
northeast.  November  temperatures  steadily 
sank,  and  more  snow  fell  in  the  north  on  6-7 
and  11  November.  Most  of  the  western  Iowa 
counties  saw  more  snow  on  22  November, 
and  then  the  entire  state  was  blanketed  on  29- 
30  November. 
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The  results  of  this  weather  combination 
were  flooding  in  many  areas  of  Iowa  and 
northern  Missouri,  providing  a good  habitat 
for  shorebirds  and  some  waterfowl  but  water 
that  was  too  deep  in  many  traditional  migra- 
tion areas.  Another  positive  aspect  of  the 
above-average  rainfall  in  Missouri  was  abun- 
dant acorns,  nuts,  berries,  and  seeds.  Mild 
temperatures  and  few  good  cold  fronts  com- 
bined to  delay  migration  this  fall,  and  migra- 
tion did  not  really  begin  until  mid-September. 
The  highlights  of  this  rather  unexceptional 
season  were  a Barrow’s  Goldeneye,  Glossy 
Ibis,  and  Bullock’s  Oriole  in  Iowa  and  a defin- 
itive Allen’s  Hummingbird  for  a first  state 
record  in  Missouri. 

Abbreviations:  B.K.L.  (B.  K.  Leach  Conserva- 
tion Area,  Lincoln,  MO);  C.C.R.  (Clarence 
Cannon  N.'W.R.,  Lincoln,  MO);Grammar 
(Grammar  Grove,  Marshall,  lA);  Hitchcock 
(Hitchcock  W.M.A.  hawkwatch,  Pottawat- 
tamie, lA);  R.M.B.S.  (Riverlands  Migratory 
Bird  Sanctuary,  St.  Charles,  MO);  Saylorville 
(Saylorville  Res.,  Polk,  lA);  S.C.R.  (Squaw 
Creek  N.'W.R.,  Holt,  MO);  S.R.  (Smithville 
Res.,  Clay/Clinton,  MO);  T.G.P.  (Tower  Grove 
Park,  St.  Louis,  MO);  T.R.W.  (Thompson  Riv- 
er Wetlands,  Livingston,  MO). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  STORKS 

Up  to  10  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  were 
at  Otter  Slough  C.A.,  Stoddard,  MO  7-16  Aug 
(BJ,  CB,  DWh,  GM;  acc.).  The  goose  flight 
was  the  best  in  many  years  in  Iowa.  Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  peaked  at  5000  in  Fre- 
mont, lA  12  Oct  (KD),  the  highest  fall  con- 
centration in  modern  records.  Snow  Goose 
numbers  topped  a half-million  birds  in  sever- 
al peaks  in  Iowa,  including  a single  flight  of 
326,500  in  Pottawattamie  14  Nov  (MO). 
Ross’s  Geese  arrived  near  record  early  in  Polk, 
lA  16  Sep  QG).  A highlight  of  the  season  in 
Iowa  was  2 juv.  Brant  (subspecies  hrota)  in 
Cerro  Gordo  20-27  Nov  (tPH,  tRG,  tCE, 
tCF).  Cackling  Geese  arrived  in  late  Sep 
(SJD)  and  peaked  at  2100  14  Nov  in  Cerro 
Gordo,  lA  (PH).  Trumpeter  Swan  numbers 
continue  to  increase;  of  54  at  Union  Slough 
N.W.R.  in  Kossuth,  lA  2 Nov,  only  6 wore  neck 
collars  (PH).  Tundra  Swans  along  the  Missis- 
sippi R.  peaked  at  5800  at  Pool  #9,  Allamakee, 
lA  18  Nov  (Iowa  Department  of  Natural  Re- 
sources). 

Dabbling  duck  numbers  were  generally 
low  this  season,  not  surprising,  given  the 
deep  water  and  delayed  migration.  The  first 
major  cold  front  to  push  diving  ducks 
through  Iowa  occurred  20-21  Oct,  bringing 
Black  Scoters  in  the  east  (BSc)  and  Surf  Scot- 
ers in  the  cen.  part  of  the  state  (SJD).  Total 


numbers  of  these  two  species  were  good  this 
season  in  Iowa,  with  at  least  23  Surf  and  22 
Blacks,  but  there  were  fewer  sightings  in  Mis- 
souri: one  Surf  and  5 Black  Scoters.  There  was 
only  one  report  of  White-winged  Scoter  in 
each  state.  There  were  2 ad.  male  Barrow’s 
Goldeneyes  in  Iowa:  one  in  Woodbury  16-22 
Nov  (tTL,  tGV,  TDB,  tPR)  and  one  in  Polk  30 
Nov  (tSJD).  A Ruddy  Duck  continued  from  a 
nesting  at  Little  Creve  Coeur  L.,  St.  Louis 
through  20  Aug  (Rob 
Meade;  acc.). 

Northern  Bobwhite  were 
reported  from  only  three 
Iowa  counties,  and  Aug 
roadside  surveys  showed 
numbers  were  27%  below 
the  10-year  average  (Iowa 
Department  of  Natural  Re- 
sources). Similarly,  Gray 
Partridge  counts  were  54% 
below  the  10-year  average. 

Seventeen  Western  Grebes 
at  Union  Slough  N.W.R. , 

Kossuth,  lA  13  Aug  (MCK) 
was  unusual  and  presum- 
ably comprised  of  several 
family  groups;  there  was  an- 
other group  of  10  at  Spirit  L. 
in  Dickinson,  lA  16  Oct 
(ET).  Single  late  Western  Grebes  were  at  Fel- 
lows L,  Greene,  MO  20  Nov  (GS)  and  S.C.R. 
28  Nov  (DW). 

HERONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Great  Egrets  were  abundant  in  the  floodwa- 
ters  at  several  Missouri  sites  this  fall,  includ- 
ing 3000  at  C.C.R.  24  Aug  (BR),  1000+  at 
C.C.R.  30  Aug  (BR),  and  55  remaining  at 
Swan  Lake  N.W.R,,  Chariton  21  Oct  (SK).  A 
Snowy  Egret  at  Christopherson  Slough,  Dick- 
inson 11  Oct  (PH)  was  late  for  n.  Iowa.  The 
220  Snovs^  Egrets  at  Columbia  Bottom  C.A., 
St.  Louis,  MO  7 Sep  was  a high  count  for  this 
species  (BR).  A juv.  Little  Blue  Heron  was  one 
day  from  record  late  at  B.K.L.  4 Oct  (tMT).  A 
late  Cattle  Egret  lingered  at  Otter  Slough 
C.A.,  Stoddard,  MO  8 Nov  (CB).  The  only  re- 
port of  White  Ibis  was  a juv.  at  Pool  26,  Otter 
Slough  C.A.,  Stoddard,  MO  9 Aug  (CB;  acc.). 
A Glossy  Ibis  was  at  Forney  L.  in  Fremont,  lA 
7-10  Aug  (KD),  after  having  been  document- 
ed there  during  the  summer.  White-faced  Ibis 
also  nested  there  during  summer,  and  as 
many  as  91  were  counted  15  Aug  (KD),  a 
spectacular  number  for  Iowa.  Roseate  Spoon- 
bill reports  included  one  over  Otter  L.,  Otter 
Slough  C.A.,  Stoddard,  MO  1 Sep  (CB;  acc.), 
and  up  to  4 on  Grand  Tower  I.,  Perry,  MO  7- 
28  Sep  (PM,  JSm,  TR,  RR;  acc.) 

An  ad.  Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  on  the  Mis- 


sissippi R.  in  Mississippi,  MO  5 Sep  (ph.  BPB, 
EH,  acc.).  Both  of  Iowa’s  hawkwatches  had 
uneventful  seasons — no  casual  or  accidental 
species,  and  many  low  counts.  The  season  to- 
tal of  164  Swainson’s  Hawks  at  Hitchcock  was 
the  lowest  ever  (MO).  On  the  other  hand, 
Hitchcock  did  have  record  season  totals  of 
Merlin  (54)  and  Peregrine  Falcon  (56)  (MO). 
At  Grammar,  hawkwatchers  also  tied  their 
record  for  Peregrines  (MP)  and  had  2nd  best 


flights  of  Golden  Eagles  and  Turkey  Vultures. 

Migrating  Yellow  Rails  were  reported  from 
six  Iowa  locations  28  Sep-19  Oct,  including  4 
flushed  in  Decatur  5 Oct  ORL.  NM).  Single 
Yellow  Rails  were  at  Swan  Lake  N.W.R., 
Chariton,  MO  24  Sep  (fide  TR)  and  at  B.K.L. 
24  Sep  OP)’  The  only  King  Rail  report  was  of 
one  at  Heron  Pond,  R.M.B.S.  9 Sep  (CA). 
Family  groups  of  Common  Moorhens  were  at 
Errington  Marsh,  Polk,  lA  9 Aug  (DT)  and  at 
Snake  Creek  Marsh,  Greene,  lA  24  Aug  (LD). 
American  Coots  peaked  at  110,575  at  Spirit 
L.,  Dickinson,  lA  16  Oct  (ET).  Sandhill  Cranes 
were  reported  from  nine  Iowa  locations,  with 
the  most  being  14  in  Allamakee  28  Nov  (ph. 
JG).  Three  Sandhill  Cranes  were  3 km  w.  of 
Advance,  Stoddard,  MO  28  Nov,  unusual  for 
this  late  (fide  Mike  Kahle). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  TERNS 

High  water  left  from  the  summer  flooding  was 
a problem  in  many  traditional  shorebird  ar- 
eas, and  good  habitat  was  hard  to  find.  Most 
shorebird  peaks  were  far  below  traditional 
levels,  although  shorebird  migration  was 
spectacular  in  the  St.  Louis  area.  Diamond  L. 
in  Dickinson,  lA  underwent  an  intentional 
draining  of  the  primary  lakebed,  producing 
statewide  high  counts  of  45  American  Gold- 
en-Plovers 11  Oct  (PH)  and  38  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  27  Aug  (LAS).  A Snowy  Plover 


These  cooperative  juvenile  Brant  lingered  in  Mason  City,  Cerro  Gordo  County  in  late 
(here  20)  November  2008;  the  species  is  a casual  migrant  in  Iowa.  Photograph  by 
Paul  Hertzel. 
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This  stunning  adult  Black-legged  Kittlwake,  a plumage  rarely  seen  in  fowa,  accempa- 
nied  a juyenile  in  the  Saylorville  Reservoir  tailwaters  in  Polk  County  31  October  2008. 
Photograph  by  Jay  Gilliam. 


was  at  Hawkeye  W.M.A.,  Johnson  3 Sep 
(tBSc).  Black-necked  Stilts  occurred  farther 
n.  than  in  the  past  in  Missouri.  An  ad.  with 
young  was  at  Columbia  Bottom  C.A.,  St. 
Louis,  MO  20  Aug  (BRu),  and  the  high  count 
was  16  at  C.C.R.  26  Aug  (DR).  Record-late 
American  Avocets  were  found  in  both  states, 
singles  in  Lee,  lA  15  Nov  (JWR)  and  at  Swan 
Lake  N.W.R.,  Chariton,  MO  24  Nov  (SK,  MC, 
DF).  There  were  many  Hudsonian  Godwits 
in  Missouri.  The  earliest  were  3 Sep:  5-6  at  the 
Hayford  Road  Duck  Club,  St.  Charles  (CM; 
acc.)  and  2 at  R.M.B.S.  (TB;  acc.,  CM,  DR, 
m.ob.).  A single  was  at  Otter  Slough  C.A., 
Stoddard  4 Sep  (CB;  acc.),  and  3 were  at 
C.C.R.  7 Sep  OPU;  acc.).  A Ruddy  Turnstone 
at  B.K.L.  19  Oct  was  the  2nd  latest  on  record 
(DR).  A high  of  700  Least  Sandpipers  was 
counted  at  Sandy  Slough  C.A.,  Lincoln,  MO  2 
Nov — a late  date  for  so  many  (DR).  The  only 
species  occurring  in  concentrations  over  a 
few  hundred  birds  in  Iowa  were  Pectoral 
Sandpipers,  which  peaked  at  3147  at  Say- 
lorville  28  Aug  (SJD,  AB).  Impressive  num- 
bers of  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  also  tallied 
this  fall  at  C.C.R.,  including  800  on  17  Aug, 
500  on  23  Aug,  and  1500  on  30  Aug  (DR).  A 
Short-billed  Dowitcher  was  record  late  in  Sto- 
ry, lA  25  Sep  (SJD).  This  was  a banner  year 
for  Red-necked  Phalaropes  in  Missouri,  with 
four  reports,  the  latest  at  C.C.R.  19  Oct  (DR). 
Two  Red  Phalaropes  were  found  in  Iowa  this 
fall:  one  at  Saylorville  26  Sep  (tSJD),  the  oth- 
er at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  lA  25  Oct  (tJG). 

Single  Sabine’s  Gulls  included  one  at  Table 
Rock  L.,  Taney,  MO  6 Sep  QWE,  GS)  and  an 
imm.  at  S.R.  13  Sep  (DW).  Two  Laughing 
Gulls  were  found  in  Iowa,  one  along  the  Mis- 
sissippi R.  in  Lee  14  Aug  (tJWR)  and  another 
at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion  18  Oct  (TAB).  There 
were  2 California  Gulls  in  Iowa:  an  ad.  at 
Saylorville  2 Aug  (tSJD),  and  another  ad.  at  L. 
Manawa,  Pottawattamie  23  Oct  (tKD).  A sin- 
gle Glaucous  Gull  was  found  at  W.  Okoboji 


L.,  Dickinson,  lA  21  Nov 
(ET).  A California  Gull 
was  at  Little  Platte  Mari- 
na, S.R.  14  Sep  (RF;  acc.). 
The  annual  Dickinson,  lA 
Black-headed  Gull,  first 
noticed  in  late  summer, 
was  last  seen  at  the  n.  end 
of  Spirit  L.  25  Oct  (KVS). 
There  were  3 Black- 
legged Kittiwakes  this 
fall  in  Iowa:  an  ad.  and  a 
juv.  at  Saylorville  30 
Oct-5  Nov  (TAB,  tJB, 
tJM,  tPR)  and  a juv.  at 
Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion, 
lA  8 Nov  (tJG). 

D0¥iS  THROUGH  PiPITS 

A White-winged  Dove  was  at  Springfield, 
Greene,  MO  21  Nov  (CN,  BN).  A Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo  was  in  Decatur,  lA  1 Nov  QoL), 
the  state’s  2nd  latest.  Six  Snowy  Owls  were 
the  most  in  fall  since  1993  in  Iowa,  the  earli- 
est in  Plymouth  24  Oct  (PR,  TL,  GV).  A 2nd 
latest  Common  Nighthawk  was  in  Pottawat- 
tamie, lA  30  Oct  (MO).  The  highlight  of  the 
season  for  Missouri  was  a definitive  state 
record  Allen’s  Humming- 
bird. The  imm.  male  ap- 
peared at  a feeder  Fenton, 

St.  Louis,  MO  27  Nov,  was 
captured,  banded,  and  iden- 
tified as  an  Allen’s  (LC;  acc., 
m.ob.).  A record  880  Red- 
headed Woodpeckers  were 
migrating  past  Hitchcock  26 
Sep  (MO). 

A Least  Flycatcher  was  at 
Columbia  Bottom  C.A.,  St. 

Louis,  MO  17  Aug  (BR),  and 
a very  late  individual  was 
banded  at  Missouri  Western 
State  University,  Buchanan, 

MO  6 Oct  OH).  All  indica- 
tions were  that  this  year  was 
going  to  be  another  Northern  Shrike  invasion 
year  in  Missouri.  There  were  six  reports  of 
single  birds  from  n.  Missouri,  where  the 
species  is  rare  but  expected.  In  addition,  4 
were  found  s.  of  the  “normal”  winter  range  in 
Missouri:  one  near  Thomas  Hill  Res.,  Macon 
27  Oct  (AD;  acc.);  an  ad.  near  Thomas  Hill 
Res.,  Randolph  8 Nov  (JWE;  acc.);  an  imm.  at 
Columbia  Bottom  C.A.,  St.  Louis,  MO  12-23 
Nov  (PL;  BR,  acc.);  and  one  in  Dade  29  Nov 
(CBu;  LB,  acc.). 

Relatively  few  vireos  were  banded  at  Mis- 
souri Western  State  University,  Buchanan,  MO 
this  fall  OH).  A Warbling  Vireo  was  Iowa’s 
2nd  latest  in  Polk  29  Sep  (DA).  A high  count 


of  2265  Blue  Jays  was  tallied  at  Hitchcock  29  |' 

Sep  (MO).  A late  Fish  Crow  was  at  Montrose,  f' 
Henry,  MO  12  Nov  (MR).  An  estimated  [' 
12,000  Tree  Swallows  were  staging  at  Say-  j 
lorville  40ct(SJD),  and  a straggler  was  just  s.  ■ 

of  there  along  the  Des  Moines  R.  28  Nov  QS),  i 
the  state’s  2nd  latest.  Two  Townsend’s  Soli-  ' 
taires  were  together  near  the  Hitchcock  lodge 
31  Oct  (MO).  A single  Sprague’s  Pipit  was  in 
Decatur,  lA  28  Oct  (tBB). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Warbler  numbers  seemed  delayed  and  low  this  I' 
season  in  both  states,  but  diversity  was  good,  t 
with  30  species  in  Iowa.  Fallouts  of  migrants,  !■ 
including  warblers,  were  reported  at  T.G.E  25  [ 

Sep  (CA)  and  3 Oct  (DS).  Four  species  were 
record  late  in  Iowa — a Nashville  Warbler  30 
Nov  (PR),  a Black-and-white  Warbler  25  Nov 
(MW),  an  Ovenbird  15  Nov  (ph.  PH),  and  a 
Prothonotary  Warblers  8 Oct  in  Des  Moines 
(tBN),  the  2nd  of  2 this  season.  Six  Tennessee 
Warblers  were  late  at  Big  Spring,  Carter,  MO 
18  Oct  (MR).  The  banding  total  for  Orange- 
crowned  Warbler  at  Missouri  Western  State  I 
University,  Buchanan,  MO  was  49  (JH).  Two  at 
Otter  Slough  C.A.,  Stoddard,  MO  8 Nov  were 
on  the  late  side  (CB).  A total  113  Nashville 


Warblers  was  banded  at  Missouri  Western 
State  University,  Buchanan,  MO  QH).  A Yellow 
Warbler  was  at  Columbia  Bottom  C.A.,  St. 
Louis,  MO  2 Nov  (BR;  acc.),  the  2nd  latest  on 
record.  The  abundant  berry  crop  over  much  of 
the  state  likely  resulted  in  numerous  Yellow- 
rumped  Warblers  remaining  through  fall  in 
Missouri  (LF,  BE).  A Prairie  Warbler  was  in 
Webster,  lA  6 Sep  (ph.,  tSJD).  One  of  the  few 
high  banding  totals  at  the  station  at  Missouri 
Western  State  University,  Buchanan,  MO  this 
fall  was  12  Ovenbirds  OH). 

An  American  Tree  Sparrow  was  record  ear- 
ly in  Warren,  lA  4 Oct  QS)-  Fewer  sparrows 
than  usual  were  banded  at  Missouri  Western 


Prairie  Warbler  is  casual  in  Iowa,  and  there  are  very  few  autumn  records  of  the 
species  in  the  state.  This  individual  was  thus  notable  in  Webster  County  on  6 Sep- 
tember 2008.  Photograph  by  Stephen  J.  Dimmore. 
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Iowa's  fourth  Bullock's  Oriole  lingered  for  several  days  in  September  (here  8 September) 
2098  at  a feeder  in  Story  County.  Phatagrsph  by  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore. 


State  University,  Buchanan,  MO,  especially  for 
Song  Sparrow  (7)  and  Dark-eyed  Junco  (4), 
although  White-throated  Sparrow  was  near- 
normal (65)  OH)-  The  earliest  Lincoln’s  Spar- 
row was  one  at  T.R.W.  29  Sep  (SK).  A season- 
al total  of  18  was  banded  at  Missouri  Western 
State  University,  Buchanan,  MO  QH).  Three 
sparrow  species  lingered  to  their  3rd  latest 
dates  in  Iowa:  a Lark  Sparrow  16  Sep  in  Mus- 
catine (SSP),  a Grasshopper  Sparrow  31  Oct 
in  Decatur  (NM),  and  a Henslow’s  Sparrow  29 
Oct  in  Decatur  (NM).  The  83  Swamp  Spar- 
rows at  T.R.W.  29  Sep  made  an  exceptionally 


high  count  (SK).  An 
amazing  5000  Lapland 
Longspurs  was  in 
Howard,  lA  7 Nov  (KD). 

An  imm.  male  Dickcis- 
sel  in  Conway,  Laclede, 
MO  20  Nov  was  late  (ph. 
Rose  Carlton,  acc.),  as 
was  an  ad.  male  Baltimore 
Oriole  in  Gladstone,  Clay, 
MO  23  Nov  (ph.  Dennis 
Garrison;  acc.).  A Bul- 
lock’s Oriole  visited  a jel- 
ly feeder  in  an  Ames,  Sto- 
ry, lA  8-15  Sep  (tAC, 
tSJD,  tJG).  Winter  finch- 
es appeared  early  and  often.  There  were  five  re- 
ports of  Red  Crossbill  (DA,  DB,  ET,  PH  JS), 
two  of  White- winged  Crossbill  (DA,  JF),  and 
four  of  Common  Redpoll  (DA,  DB,  DC,  TL)  in 
Iowa,  only  the  4th  fall  in  the  last  20  years  to 
have  had  all  three.  Pine  Siskins  were  the  most 
abundant  of  the  winter  finches,  with  28  reports 
from  Iowa,  including  72  birds  in  Boone  30  Nov 
(LD),  plus  widespread  reports  in  Missouri. 

Contributors  cited  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Danny  Akers,  Connie  Alwood,  Ben 
Baldwin,  Chris  Barrigar,  Torrey  Berger,  Dick 


Bierman,  John  Bissell,  Aaron  Brees,  Charles 
Burwick,  Myrna  Carolton,  Dennis  Carter, 
Lanny  Chambers,  Art  Check,  Larry  Dau, 
Stephen  J.  Dinsmore,  Anne  Downing,  Keith 
Dyche,  Joseph  W.  Fades,  Bill  Eddleman  (Mis- 
souri), Chris  Edwards,  Carolyn  Fischer, 
Robert  Fisher,  Doris  Fitchett,  Jim  Forde,  Lin- 
da Frederick,  Jay  Gilliam,  Rita  Goranson, 
Paul  Hertze!  (Iowa),  Jack  Hilsabeck,  Eddie 
Huber,  Brad  Jacobs,  Matt  C.  Kenne,  Steve 
Kinder,  Jeff  R.  Livingston,  Pat  Lueders,  Tuck- 
er Lutter,  Charlene  Malone,  Gene  McDonald, 
Nathan  Miller,  Jim  Moreland,  Pete  Moxon, 
Charlie  Noble,  Bonnie  Noble,  Mark  Orsag, 
Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Shane  S.  Patterson,  Joel 
Porath,  Mark  Proescholdt,  Mark  Robbins, 
Tommie  Rogers,  David  Rogles,  Paul  Roisen, 
Rhonda  Rothrock,  Bill  Rowe,  Bill  Rudden 
(BRu),  John  W.  Rutenbeck,  Bill  Scheible 
(BSc),  David  Scheu,  Lee  A.  Schoenewe,  Jim 
Sinclair,  Jeff  Smith  QSm),  Greg  Swick,  Ed 
Thelen,  Mike  Thelen,  Dennis  Thompson, 
Joshua  P.  Uffman,  Karen  Viste-Sparkman, 
Gerald  VonEhwegen,  Dennis  Wheeler  (DWh), 
Doug  Willis,  Mark  Widrlechner.  ^ 


Bill  Eddleman,  1831  Ricardo  Drive 
Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri  63701 
(eddlemanw@sbcgiobai.net) 
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Chris  Sloan 

Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


The  fall  2008  season  overall  was 
warmer  and  drier  than  normal.  Al- 
though conditions  were  not  as  dry  as 
the  same  period  during  the  previous  year, 
much  of  the  Region  was  in  slight  to  moderate 
drought  during  August  and  September.  Only 
the  eastern  portions  of  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky remained  closer  to  normal  than  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Region.  Temperatures  from 


August  through  October  were 
warmer  than  normal  across  most  of 
the  Region,  if  slightly  cooler  than 
normal  during  November.  Al- 
though the  entire  four-month  peri- 
od was  drier  than  normal  across 
most  of  the  Region,  October  precip- 
itation was  near  normal  in  some  ar- 
eas and  slightly  greater  than  normal 
in  southern  Kentucky  and  much  of 
Tennessee.  The  most  noteworthy 
weather  event  of  the  season  was  the 
passage  of  the  remnants  of  Hurri- 
cane Ike,  which  breezed  through  during  14 
September.  Several  hours  of  sustained  winds 
of  greater  than  50  m.ph.  and  peak  wind  gusts 
of  75-80  m.ph.  caused  a great  deal  of  destruc- 
tion to  trees,  primarily  in  extreme  northwest- 
ern Tennessee  and  western  Kentucky,  north- 
east along  the  Ohio  River  corridor  toward 
Cincinnati,  OH. 

Rarity  highlights  included  Mottled  Duck, 
Tricolored  Heron,  a flock  of  Wood  Storks, 
Swallow-tailed  Kite,  two  Western  Kingbirds, 
Clay-colored  Sparrow,  and  a potential  first  state 


record  Hooded  Oriole  in  Kentucky,  and  contin- 
uing Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks,  Northern 
Goshawk,  two  Long-tailed  Jaegers,  a state-first 
Green  Violetear,  Calliope  Hummingbird,  and 
Varied  Thrush  in  Tennessee.  Boreal  species 
were  limited  to  a relatively  widespread  move- 
ment of  Pine  Siskins  into  the  Region  by  late 
Oct.  Shrub  and  tree  fruit  crops  were  abundant 
in  2008;  these  included  those  of  Eastern  Red- 
cedar,  Hackberry,  Sugarberry  Poison  Ivy,  White 
Oak,  and  American  Beech.  The  abundance  of 
fruits  this  year  may  have  been  a response  to  the 
near  absence  of  fruits  the  previous  year  that  re- 
sulted from  the  April  2007  freeze. 

Abbreviations:  Barren  River  L.  (Allen/Barren, 
KY);  Ensley  (Ensley  Bottoms,  including  the 
EARTH  Complex,  in  sw.  Shelby,  TN);  Falls  of 
the  Ohio  (Jefferson,  KY);  Lake  No.  9 (Fulton, 
KY);  Sauerheber  (Sauerheber  Unit  Sloughs 
W.M.A.,  Henderson,  KY);  Standifer  Gap  (Stan- 
difer  Gap  Marsh,  Hamilton  , TN). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  STORKS 

An  ad.  and  5 imm.  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
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Mottled  Ducks  continue  to  be  reported  occasionally  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky 
region,  almost  exclusively  in  the  extreme  western  portion.  This  bird  was  present  in 
western  Fulton  County,  Kentucky  4-5  (here  4)  September  2008.  Photograph  by 

Braimrd  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


As  is  true  of  the  species  in  most  of  the  interior  eastern  and  central  United  States, 
Brown  Pelican  is  an  extremely  rare  vagrant  to  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region.  This 
one  was  photographed  over  McKellar  Lake,  Shelby  County,  Tennessee  on  the  rather 
late  date  of  2 November  2008.  Photograph  by  Jeff  R.  Wilson. 


Ducks  were  at  Ensley  13  Sep  (ph.  JRW);  an- 
other ad.  with  12  imms.  appeared  there  4 Oct 
QRW).  Cackling  Geese  were  reported  as  fol- 
lows: 4 at  Shelby  Farms,  Shelby,  TN  26  Nov 
QRW);  3 at  Lauderdale  Waterfowl  Refuge, 
Lauderdale,  TN  28  Nov  (JRW);  and  4 at  Brit- 
ton Ford  29  Nov  QRW).  A tally  of  ca.  3500 
Gadwalls  in  the  Land  Between  the  Lakes  area, 
Trigg,  KY  23  Nov  (DR)  was  exceptional.  A 
Mottled  Duck  present  at  Lake  No.  9 on  4-5 
Sep  (ph.  DR  et  al.)  will  represent  Kentucky’s 
2nd  confirmed  record;  one  was  also  at  McKel- 
lar L.,  Shelby,  TN  12  Nov  QRW).  Four  sum- 
mering Ring-necked  Ducks  were  in  Union,  KY 
through  Sep  (BP  et  al.).  It  was  not  a notewor- 
thy season  for  migrant  scoters.  Only  one  to  5 
Surf  Scoters  were  reported  at  five  Kentucky 
and  seven  Tennessee  locales  21  Oct-30  Nov; 
in  Tennessee,  all  but  3 were  in  the  ne.  part  of 
the  state.  There  were  only  four  reports  of 
Black  Scoter:  one  on  Barren  River  L.  29  Oct 
(DR),  one  on  the  Mississippi  R.,  Shelby,  TN 
14  Nov  QRW),  2 on  the  Mississippi  R.,  Shel- 
by, TN  21  Nov  QR'^)!  3nd  5 on  the  Ohio  R. 
at  Louisville,  KY  22  Nov  (BY,  MY  et  al.),  with 
perhaps  4 of  the  same  still  there  25  Nov  (EH). 


The  only  White-winged  was 
one  below  Norris  Dam,  An- 
derson, TN  16-27  Nov  (DT, 
m.ob.).  The  only  Long- 
tailed Duck  was  one  on 
Kentucky  L.,  Marshall,  KY 
23  Nov  (DR,  HC). 

Single  juv.  Red-throated 
Loons  were  seen  on  L. 
Cumberland,  Russell,  KY  11 
Nov  (ph.  RD),  on  Green 
River  L.,  Adair,  KY  17  Nov 
(ph.  RD),  and  from  Port 
Rd.,  Henry,  TN  18  & 29 
Nov  (MT).  A Pacific  Loon 
was  also  present  at  Port  Rd. 
on  the  latter  date  (MT).  A 
tally  of  2161  Horned  Grebes 
on  Kentucky  L.,  Marshall, 
KY  28  Nov  (DR)  represent- 
ed a new  state  high  count. 
There  were  two  Kentucky 
reports  of  Eared  Grebe:  one 
on  Barren  River  L.  6 Sep 
(DR)  and  one  on  L.  Barkley 
above  the  dam,  Lyon  29  Nov 
(TDD).  The  first  of  the  win- 
ter resident  Eared  Grebes  at 
S.  Holston  L.,  Sullivan,  TN 
arrived  18  Oct  (RB,  DH  et 
al.);  the  most  seen  there 
through  the  season  was  3, 
which  is  low.  The  only  Red- 
necked Grebe  was  one  on 
the  Mississippi  R.,  Shelby, 
TN  14  Nov  ORW). 

Peak  counts  of  American  White  Pelicans 
included  ca.  1000  on  L.  Barkley,  Trigg,  KY  11 
Oct  (ER),  with  at  least  1600  in  the  same  vicin- 
ity 26  Oct  (DR,  JRm),  and  more  than  1000  at 
Reelfoot  L.,  Lake,  TN  11  Oct  QRW).  There 
were  three  reports  of  singles  away  from  the  w. 
part  of  the  Region:  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  29 
Oct  (TB,  CBe),  on  L.  Cumberland, 

Pulaski,  KY  11  Nov  (ph.  RD),  and  at 
Hiwassee  Wildlife  Refuge,  Meigs, 

TN  12  Nov  (DJS).  A Brown  Pelican 
over  McKellar  L.,  Shelby,  TN  2 Nov 
(ph.  JRW)  was  a vagrant.  There 
were  three  reports  of  Anhinga  in 
Tennessee:  one  in  Gibson  6 Aug 
(MG),  2 at  Ensley  31  Aug  (DP, 

MTOS),  and  2 at  Mud  L.,  Shelby  31 
Aug  ORW). 

An  American  Bittern  at  Wal-Mart 
Distribution  Center,  Greene,  TN  1 
Nov  (DMi)  was  the  only  one  report- 
ed. Least  Bitterns  apparently  did 
breed  at  Standifer  Gap,  based  on  the 
observation  of  2 juvs.  there  18  Aug 
(CD,  RS,  KAC).  A tally  of  4000- 


5000  Great  Egrets  coming  in  to  roost  at  Lake 
No.  9 on  5 Aug  (DR)  established  a new  high 
count  for  Kentucky.  The  latest  Great  Egrets  to 
be  reported  were  one  in  Hamilton,  TN  6 Nov 
(KAC),  3 at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  16  Nov  (TB, 
CBe),  and  one  in  Pulaski,  KY  20  Nov  (RD). 

An  ad.  Tricolored  Heron  was  seen  on  the 
Eddy  Creek  embayment  of  L.  Barkley,  Lyon, 

KY  30-31  Aug  (ph.  BY,  MY,  EH);  a juv.  was 
seen  flying  into  a roost  on  President’s  1.,  Shel- 
by, TN  11  Sep  ORW). 

There  were  three  reports  of  juv.  White  Ibis: 
one  in  flight  over  the  Mississippi  R.  at  Wick- 
liffe,  Ballard,  KY  14  Sep  (EH,  MMo,  tBP  et 
al.),  one  at  Rankin  Bottoms,  Cocke,  TN  9-16 
Aug  (MS  et  al.),  and  one  in  Hamilton,  TN  13 
Oct  (RH).  Single  juv.  Plegadis  ibis  were  at 
Standifer  Gap  22  Aug  (CD)  and  Cane  Creek 
Park,  Putnam,  TN  7 Oct  (GE,  NL).  A surpris- 
ing 7 Roseate  Spoonbills  were  at  Mud  L., 
Shelby,  TN  28  Sep  QRW).  At  least  11  Wood 
Storks  were  seen  at  Lake  No.  9 on  13  Sep 
(MY,  ph.  BY),  with  7 still  there  14  (RD,  BP, 

EH,  MMo)  & 15  Sep  (ph.  RD).  In  Tennessee, 
Wood  Storks  were  found  at  several  locations 
in  Shelby  31  Aug-13  Sep,  with  a high  of  75  at 
President’s  1.  13  Sep  (JRW).  : 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS  ! 

A Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  in  Greene,  TN  23 
Aug  (fide  DMi);  another  was  observed  on  the 
Missouri  side  of  the  Mississippi  R.  from  near 
Laketon,  KY  and  was  followed  as  it  drifted  ! 
southward  until  it  was  over  Carlisle,  KY  5 Sep 
(ph.  MMo,  ph.  EH,  ph.  BP).  Single  Northern 
Harriers  in  w.  Fulton,  KY  5 & 21  Aug  (DR,  | 
HC;  ME)  may  have  been  the  same  bird  that  ei- 
ther summered  or  was  an  early  migrant.  An 
ad.  Northern  Goshawk,  always  a vagrant  in 
the  Region,  was  reported  in  Shelby,  TN  26 
Nov  (tJRW).  Rough-legged  Hawks  are  rare  in 
ne.  Tennessee,  so  3,  possibly  all  different 
birds,  reported  in  Sullivan,  TN  on  three  occa- 


Roseate  Spoonbills  only  rarely  stray  into  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region, 
so  a group  of  seven  at  Mud  Lake,  Shelby  County,  Tennessee  28  September 
2008  was  remarkable.  Photograph  by  Jeff  R.  Wilson. 
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Although  Wood  Storks  are  annual  visitors  to  the  extreme  southwestern  corner 


of  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region,  reports  from  western  Kentucky  remain 
quite  rare.  Eleven  birds  in  western  Fulton  County  13-15  (here  15)  September 
2008  made  an  extraordinary  local  record.  Photograph  by  Roseanna  Denton. 


Swallow-tailed  Kites  are  extremely  rare  vagrants  to  the  Tennessee  & Ken- 
tucky region.  This  one  was  first  noted  over  Mississippi  County,  Missouri  but 
was  followed  as  it  drifted  southward  to  a point  over  Carlisle  County,  Kentucky 
on  1 5 September  2008.  Photograph  by  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


sions  17-25  Nov  (B&JP,  WC,  LMcD)  was 
quite  remarkable;  another  was  at  the  Wal- 
Mart  Distribution  Center,  Greene,  TN  22  Nov 
(DMi).  There  were  only  two  reports  of  Gold- 
en Eagle;  an  extremely  early  bird  (age  unre- 
ported) at  Big  Bald  Mt.,  Unicoi,  TN  29-30  Sep 
(MH)  and  a juv.  at  Mt.  Zion,  Pulaski,  KY  16 
Nov  (RD).  It  was  a good  season  for  Merlin, 
with  singles  reported  at  17  locales  on  20  oc- 
casions 15  Aug-15  Nov;  the  earliest,  in  Jeffer- 
son, KY  QBe,  PB),  matched  the  state’s  early  fall 
date.  Two  were  in  Dyer,  TN  11  Oct  QRW).  In 
Tennessee,  it  was  also  a good  season  for  Pere- 
grine Falcons,  with  13  reported  throughout 
the  season.  In  contrast,  it  was  not  a good  sea- 
son for  migrant  Peregrine  Falcons  in  Ken- 
tucky; other  than  local  nesting  birds,  there 
was  only  a single  report  from  Fayette  1 1 Oct 
(DL,  ASK). 

There  were  only  three  reports  of  Virginia 
Rail  in  Kentucky,  including  one  that  hew  into 
a truck  cab  at  Yellowbank  W.M.A.,  Breckin- 
ridge 3 Nov  (ph.  RTa)!  At  least  one  was  pres- 
ent throughout  the  period  at  Standifer  Gap, 
and  one  was  at  Wal-Mart  Distribution  Center, 
Greene,  TN  13  & 27  Sep  (DMi).  Single  Soras 
were  at  Standifer  Gap  18  Aug  (KAC)  and  13 
Sep  (DJ),  at  Ensley  28  Sep  QRW),  and  at  the 
Wal-Mart  Distribution  Center,  Greene,  TN  18 
Oct  (DMi).  A Common  Moorhen  at  the  Gal- 
latin Steam  Plant,  Sumner,  TN  2 Aug  (DK) 
was  the  only  one  reported. 

A Black-bellied  Plover  on  L.  Barkley,  Trigg, 
KY  23  Nov  (DR)  was  very  tardy;  but  a flock  of 
up  to  9 lingered  on  the  Jonathan  Creek  em- 
bayment  of  Kentucky  L.,  Marshall,  through 
the  last  few  days  of  Nov  (HC,  ME,  MMi, 
BHa),  and  5 were  still  there  30  Nov  (ME).  An 
American  Golden-Plover  at  Standifer  Gap  1-9 
Oct  (CD,  RS  et  al.)  may  represent  the  first  Oct 
record  for  se.  Tennessee;  2 on  Kentucky  L., 
Calloway,  KY  1 Nov  (HC)  were  the  latest  to 
he  reported.  There  were  only  three  reports  of 
Piping  Plovers,  all  in  Tennessee:  singles  at 
Rankin  Bottoms,  Cocke  9 Aug  (MS)  and  on 
the  Mississippi  R.,  Shelby  17  Aug  ORW),  and 
2 on  the  Mississippi  R.,  Shelby  1 Sep  QRW). 


Up  to  14  Black-necked  Stilts, 
rare  in  the  Region  away  from  sw. 

Tennessee,  were  in  w.  Fulton,  KY 
5-25  Aug  (DR,  HC,  ME).  There 
were  six  Kentucky  reports  of 
American  Avocet:  one  at  the  Falls 
of  the  Ohio  7 Aug  QG  et  al.);  7 on 
the  Mississippi  R.  in  Hickman  17 
Aug  (ph.  BY,  MY);  one  at  Obion 
W.M.A.,  Fulton  21  (HC,  ME)  (Si 
25  Aug  (DR);  one  on  Kentucky 
L,  Calloway  7 Oct  (HC,  BHa); 
one  in  n.  Fayette  17-20  Oct  (ph. 

JS,  IS  et  al.);  and  one  on  Green 
River  L.,  Adair  10  Nov  (ph.  RD). 

In  Tennessee,  avocets  were  re- 
ported three  times:  10  at  S.  Hol- 
ston  L.,  Sullivan  26  Aug  (RKl, 

RKt,  GD,  m.ob.),  8 at  Austin 
Springs,  Washington  30  Aug 
(KN),  and  2 along  the  Mississippi 
R.,  Shelby  26  Oct  QRW).  Three 
Hudsonian  Godwits  were  in  Hen- 
ry, TN  12  Sep  (ph,  MT).  A Whim- 
brel  was  at  S.  Holston  L.,  Sullivan, 

TN  26  Aug  (RKt).  A Spotted 
Sandpiper  on  Kentucky  L.,  Mar- 
shall, KY  24  Nov  (ME)  was  rela- 
tively late.  There  were  only  two 
reports  of  Willet:  one  below 
Smithland  Dam,  Livingston,  KY  3 
Sep  (HC,  DR)  and  3 on  Kentucky 
L.,  Calloway,  KY  17  Sep  (HC, 

ME).  A Lesser  Yellowlegs  on  Ken- 
tucky L.,  Marshall,  KY  29  Nov 
(DD)  was  tardy.  Two  Upland 
Sandpipers  at  Ensley  9 Aug  (|RW, 

HC)  and  one  at  Britton  Ford, 

Henry,  TN  16  Sep  (MT)  were  the 
only  ones  reported. 

One  to  9 Ruddy  Turnstones 
were  seen  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio 
5-13  Sep  (MY,  BY,  DSr  et  al.);  sin- 
gles were  at  Island  13,  Lake,  TN  1 Sep  QRW, 
NM)  and  at  Upper  Douglas  L.,  Jefferson,  TN  20 
Sep  (MS,  RKt,  DMi  et  al.).  Small  numbers  of 
Sanderlings  were  reported  regularly  at  expect- 
ed locales.  Over  100 
Western  Sandpipers  at 
Ensley  1 Aug  ORW)  was  a 
noteworthy  high  count; 
16  at  the  Jonathan  Creek 
emhayment  of  Kentucky 
L.,  Marshall,  KY  19  Nov 
(HC,  ME)  was  an  excep- 
tional count  for  such  a 
late  date.  There  was  a no- 
table flurry  of  sightings  of 
White-rumped  Sand- 
pipers— always  a good 
find  during  fall — in  the 


Region.  Most  appeared  to  he  ads.  and  includ- 
ed an  unusually  early  one  in  Washi?ig£on,  TN 
10  Aug  (RKt);  2 in  Rowan,  KY  1 Sep  (ph. 
DMa);  2-7  at  the  Kingston  Steam  Plant,  Roane, 
TN  1-8  Sep  (FBi,  EL);  up  to  2 at  the  Falls  of 
the  Ohio  2-9  Sep  (BP,  EH  et  al);  4 on  L. 
Barkley,  Trigg,  KY  3 Sep  (DR,  HC);  singles  at 
two  locales  on  Green  River  L.,  Adair,  KY  4 & 
6 Sep  (RD),  with  one  still  present  at  one  of  the 
sites  11  Sep  (RD);  4 on  L.  Barkley,  Lyon,  KY  5 
Sep  (BP,  EH,  MMo);  one  at  Ensley  6 Sep  (ph. 
MT,  JRW);  one  at  Upper  Douglas  L.,  Jefferson, 
TN  6-25  Sep  (MS  et  al.);  3 at  Thurston’s  Pond, 
Wayne,  KY  13  Sep  (RD);  and  one  at  Kentucky 
L.,  Marshall,  KY  7 Oct  (HC,  BHa).  One  to  5 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  were  reported  at  normal  lo- 
cales 8 Aug-7  Oct;  9 were  at  Ensley  7 Sep 
(JRW),  and  a very  late  individual  was  at  Ens- 


Hudsonian  Godwits  rarely  stop  over  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region  during  migra- 
tion, especially  in  fall,  so  these  three  in  Henry  County,  Tennessee  12  September  2008 
were  quite  noteworthy.  Photograph  by  Mike  Todd. 
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White-rumped  Sandpipers  are  rare  transients  in  fall  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region, 
but  autumn  2008  produced  an  unusually  large  number  of  records,  mostly  of  adults,  in- 
cluding these  two  in  Rowan  County,  Kentucky  1 September.  Photogmph  by  Don  Martin. 


ley  1 Nov  O^W).  It  was  a down  season  for 
Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  in  Kentucky  (al- 
though considered  average  in  Tennessee), 
with  one  to  3 reported  at  a few  traditional  lo- 
cales 27  Aug-20  Sep.  There  were  four  reports 
of  juv.  Red-necked  Phalaropes:  3 at  the 
Kingston  Steam  Plant,  Roane,  TN  27-28  Aug 
(ph.  BHo,  m.ob.);  one  on  the  Mississippi  R., 
Fulton,  KY  31  Aug  (ph.  BY,  MY);  one  at  Ensley 
6 Sep  (ph.  JRW,  MT);  and  one  at  the  Minor 
Clark  Hatchery,  Rowan,  KY  20-23  Sep  (MWr, 
ph.  LH,  GR  et  al.).  A Red  Phalarope  was  at 
Upper  Douglas  L.,  Jefferson,  TN  25  Sep  (MS). 

GULLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

One  to  3 Laughing  Gulls  were  reported  at 
normal  locales  in  the  w.  portion  of  the  Region 
3 Sep-25  Oct.  Franklins  Gulls  put  in  a good 
showing  across  the  Region,  with  a new  Ken- 
tucky state  high  count  of  220  tallied  at  six  w. 
Kentucky  locales  26  Oct  (DR);  other  reports 
of  interest  included  30  at  Upper  Douglas  L., 
Jefferson,  TN  25  Oct  (ph.  MS)  and  37  on  the 
Mississippi  R.,  Shelby,  TN  8 Nov  QRW).  It 
was  an  excellent  season  for  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls,  with  one  to  5 birds  reported  in 
the  vicinity  of  Kentucky  Dam,  Liv- 
ingston/Marshall, KY  3-23  Sep  (DR  et  al);  per- 
haps some  of  the  same  birds  were  observed  at 
times  on  adjacent  L.  Barkley,  Lyon,  with  4 
birds  there  17  Oct  (BP);  a second-cycle  bird 
on  Barren  River  L.  8 Oct  (ph.  DR)  was  a local 
first.  In  Tennessee,  single  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  were  at  Paris  Landing  S.P.,  Henry  3 Sep 
(MT),  at  Reelfoot  L.,  Lake  11  Oct  ORW),  at 
Woods  Res.,  Franklin  25  Nov  (DSw),  and  in 
Heniy  29  Nov  (MT).  An  ad.  Sabine’s  Gull  was 
on  the  Mississippi  R.,  Shelby,  TN  8 Oct 
ORW). 


A mid-Aug  check  of 
Least  Tern  nesting  areas 
along  the  Mississippi  R., 
KY  confirmed  dismal 
nesting  success,  with 
only  a few  juvs.  ob- 
served, most  likely  birds 
fledged  from  agricultur- 
al fields  along  the  river 
corridor  (JBr,  DB,  CBo, 
BP).  A flock  of  at  least 
50  Black  Terns  at  Barren 
River  L.  6 Sep  (DR)  rep- 
resented the  season’s 
peak  count.  Common 
Terns  were  typically  un- 
common; at  least  20  at 
Barren  River  L.  6 Sep 
(DR)  represented  a 
noteworthy  high  count. 
A count  of  at  least  200 
Forster’s  Tern’s  on  Ken- 
tucky L,  Marshall,  KY  14  Oct  (HC)  represent- 
ed the  season’s  peak  count.  A Juv.  Long-tailed 
Jaeger  was  at  Paris  Landing  S.R,  Henry,  TN  3 
Sep  (tMT),  and  another  was  at  Reelfoot  L., 
Lake,  TN  14  Sep  (TMT,  JRW,  NM,  GK). 

A Black-billed  Cuckoo  in  Elliott,  KY  24  Sep 
(EM)  was  the  only  one  reported.  Twelve 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  were  netted  in  Jef- 
ferson, KY  27  Oct-10  Nov  (MMo,  BP  et  al.). 
Five  Common  Nighthawks  in  Knoxville,  TN 
25  Nov  (GW)  were  late.  Tennessee’s  first  and 
the  Region’s  2nd  Green  Violetear  was  belat- 
edly reported  from  a 
feeder  in  Germantown, 

Shelby,  TN  15  Sep  2007 
(ph.  JMu).  A Calliope 
Hummingbird  in  John- 
son City,  Washington,  TN 
31  Oct  (ph.  KN,  RKt) 
furnished  Tennessee’s 
and  the  Region’s  6th 
record.  A few  Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbirds 
lingered  into  late  Nov, 
and  one  in  Obion,  TN 
lingered  through  6 Dec 
(fide  NM).  For  the  first 
time  in  nine  years.  Ru- 
fous Hummingbird  went 
unreported  in  Kentucky 
during  a fall  season;  far 
fewer  than  normal  were 
reported  in  Tennessee. 

Single  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were  report- 
ed from  five  Kentucky  and  five  Tennessee  lo- 
cales 26  Aug-7  Oct.  There  were  four  Yellow- 
bellied  Flycatcher  reports:  singles  in  Boone, 
KY  30  Aug  (LMcN,  NKBC,  BBC),  at 
Knoxville,  TN  8 Sep  (KDE),  in  Hamilton,  TN 


24  Sep  (KAC),  and  in  Elliott,  KY  24  Sep  (EM). 
There  were  two  Kentucky  reports  of  Western 
Kingbird:  2 of  the  nesting  birds  along  the 
Ohio  R.  at  a power  plant  at  Joppa,  IL  were 
seen  out  over  the  river  (and,  thus,  judged  to 
be  in  McCracken,  KY)  7 Aug  (FBe);  and  one 
w.  of  Smithland,  Livingston  13  Aug  (ph.  DR). 
Single  White-eyed  and  Blue-headed  Vireos  in 
Hamilton,  TN  8 Nov  (DSo)  were  both  late.  An 
even  later  Blue-headed  was  at  Pace  Pt.,  Henry, 

TN  20  Nov  (MT).  A Barn  Swallow  in  Austin 
Springs,  Washington,  TN  5 Nov  (RKt)  and  2 at 
Woods  Res.,  Franklin,  TN  9 Nov  (LMcC, 
RLu)  were  exceptionally  late.  Also  late  were  a 
Tree  Swallow  at  Sauerheber  26  Nov  (DR)  and 
a Northern  Rough- winged  Swallow  over  L. 
Cumberland,  Pulaski,  KY  10  Nov  (RD).  A fe- 
male Red-breasted  Nuthatch  drinking  water 
at  a feeding  station  in  se.  Jefferson,  KY  2 Aug 
(TBW,  AL)  was  exceptional  for  midsummer.  A 
relatively  light  flight  of  the  species  com- 
menced during  the  last  week  of  Sep,  with 
small  numbers  reported  at  scattered  locales  by 
mid-Oct.  There  were  no  reports  of  nesting 
Sedge  Wrens  and  only  three  reports  of  single 
migrants:  in  Jefferson,  KY  26  Sep  (MA),  at  ij 
Sauerheber  18  Oct  (DR,  KOS),  and  at  Pace  '' 
Pt.,  Henry,  TN  5 Nov  (MT).  Five  Marsh 
Wrens  were  reported  from  four  locations  on  ! 
four  dates  4-15  Oct.  A Bewick’s  Wren  in  War- 
ren, TN  5 Oct  (SM,  MMc)  is  likely  the  first 
from  that  county  in  33  years.  A female  Varied  I 
Thrush  was  reported  from  Shelby  Farms, 
Shelby,  TN  17  Aug  (tMWa). 


A Tennessee  Warbler  at  Green  River  L.,  Tay- 
lor, KY  28  Nov  (ph.  ML)  was  very  late.  A 
Nashville  Warbler  in  se.  Jefferson,  KY  15  Aug 
(EH)  tied  the  early  fall  arrival  date  for  the  state. 
A Cape  May  Warbler  in  ne.  Jefferson,  KY  23 
Aug  PB)  established  a new  early  arrival 


This  spritely  juvenile  Red-necked  Phalarope  was  one  of  several  in  the  Tennessee  & Ken- 
tucky region  in  fall  2008.  It  was  present  in  Rowan  County,  Kentucky  20-23  (here  21)  Sep- 
tember. Photogmph  by  Lana  Hays. 
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This  Green  Violetear  photographed  in  Shelby  County,  Tennessee  15  September  2007 
was  reported  a year  after  it  was  seen;  it  provides  the  long-expected  first  record  for 
Tennessee  and  the  second  for  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region. 

Photograph  by  Jimmy  Murphy. 

date  for  the  state,  while  another  in  w.  Jefferson 
28  Aug  QBe,  PB)  tied  the  old  date.  A Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler  at  Cumberland  Falls  S.P., 

Whitley,  KY  13  Sep  (SK,  EM)  was  relatively 
early.  An  Audubon’s  Warbler  was  at  Knoxville, 

TN  27  Oct  (tKDE).  A Yellow-throated  Warbler 


Although  Clay-colored  Sparrows  are  regular  fall  vagrants  to  the  Atlantic 
coast,  they  are  rarely  recorded  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region.  This 
well-photographed  individual  was  found  in  Cumberland  County,  Tennessee 

29  November  2Q08.  Photograph  by  D.  J.  Stanley. 

in  Kingsport,  Sullivan,  TN  26  Nov  (RP)  was 
very  late.  Two  male  Black-throated  Blue  War- 
blers were  reported  in  Tennessee  away  from 
the  higher  elevations  of  the  e.  portion  of  the 
state;  one  at  Radnor  L.  24  Sep  (KB,  NTOS)  and 
one  at  Rock  Island  S.P,  White  4 Oct  (SJS).  Sin- 
gle Black-throated  Green  Warblers  in  se.  Jeffer- 
son, KY  13  Aug  (ph.  EH)  and  in  w.  Jefferson,  KY 
17  Aug  (TB,  CBe)  were  very  early.  A Prairie 
Warbler  at  Garvin  Brown  Nature  Preserve,  Jef- 
ferson, KY  28  Nov  (tBW)  was  exceptionally 
late.  Single  Blackpoll  Warblers  in  Knoxville, 

TN  25  Sep  (KDE)  and  in  se.  Jefferson,  KY  13 
Oct  (EH,  JH)  represented  the  only  reports.  A 
Cerulean  Warbler  in  w.  Jefferson  28  Aug  QBe, 

PB)  was  relatively  late.  A Connecticut  Warbler 


was  in  Greene,  TN  21  Aug 
(DH),  and  singles  (per- 
haps the  same  individual) 
were  reported  at  Shawnee 
Park,  Jefferson,  KY  15-17 
Sep  OBe,  CBs,  PB,  CBe). 
Single  Mourning  Warblers 
were  reported  at  four  Ken- 
tucky and  two  Tennessee 
locales  7-28  Sep;  a male  in 
Putnam,  TN  11  Aug  (SJS) 
was  unusually  early.  A 
Northern  Waterthrush 
was  recovered  as  a win- 
dow casualty  in  Hamilton, 
TN  31  Oct  (DA). 

Single  American  Tree 
Sparrows  were  early  at 
Pace  Pt.,  Henry,  TN  20 
Nov  (MT)  and  Kingsport, 
Sullivan,  TN  21  Nov 
(JMo).  Single  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  in 
Jefferson,  KY  3 Oct  (+BP,  EH)  and  in  Cumber- 
land, TN  29  Nov  (EL,  ph.  DJS,  JMa),  A 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  in  Muhlenberg,  KY  30 
Oct  (DR)  was  relatively  late.  At  least  5 
Henslow’s  Sparrows  (including  an  apparent 
family  group  of  3)  at  Raven  Run 
Nature  Preserve,  Fayette  1 Aug 
OS)  represented  a new  breeding 
locale  for  Kentucky.  In  Tennessee, 
single  transients  (away  from 
known  breeding  locations)  were  in 
Gibson  3 Oct  (MG),  at  Wolf  River 
W.M.A.,  Fayette  17  Oct  (SM),  and 
in  Blount  26  Oct  (DT,  m.ob.).  The 
only  Kentucky  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow 
report  came  from  Sauerheber  18 
Oct  (DR,  KOS);  in  Tennessee,  an 
impressive  10  were  at  the  Big 
Sandy  Unit,  Tennessee  N.W.R., 
Henry,  TN  5 Oct  (MT).  Single  Nel- 
son’s Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  were 
reported  in  Fayette,  KY  11  (tjW, 
DL,  ASK)  & 14  Oct  OW)  and  in 
Ohio,  KY  30  Oct  (DR);  2 were  at  Eagle  Lake 
W.M.A.,  Shelby,  TN  19  Oct  ORW).  A Lapland 
Longspur,  rare  in  e.  Tennessee,  was  at  South 
Holston  L.,  Sullivan,  TN  18  Nov  (WC).  A 
Dickcissel  in  Jefferson,  KY  3 Oct  (BP,  EH)  was 
relatively  late.  A flock  of  575  Bobolinks  in 
Shady  Valley,  Johnson,  TN  27  Sep  (RB,  TM) 
was  an  exceptionally  large  number.  A male 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  seen  near  Sauer- 
heber 3 Nov  (tCC).  A male  Hooded  Oriole 
was  photographed  in  a yard  at  Kevil,  Ballard, 
KY  29  Nov  (ph.  JRw)  and  will  constitute  a 
flrst  Regional  record  if  accepted.  Two  Purple 
Pinches  in  Sullivan,  TN  31  Oct  (RLe)  were  the 
flrst  to  be  reported;  small  numbers  appeared 
in  Kentucky  during  the  first  week  of  Nov,  and 


the  species  was  relatively  widespread  in  small 
numbers  by  the  3rd  week  of  the  month.  A few 
Pine  Siskins  showed  up  in  mid-Oct;  by  mid- 
Nov,  growing  numbers  were  being  reported 
across  the  cen.  and  w.  parts  of  the  Region, 
with  the  highest  numbers  in  the  east. 

Cited  contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
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Kentucky  (ASK),  Michael  Autin,  Danna  Bax- 
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Gil  Derouen,  David  Dugas,  Melissa  Easley,  K. 
Dean  Edwards,  Ginger  Ensor,  Judy  Galitzine, 
Mark  Greene,  Barry  Hart  (BHa),  Lana  Hays, 
Don  Holt,  Mark  Hopey,  Rick  Houlk,  Bob 
Howdeshell  (BHo),  Eddie  Huber,  Jennifer  Hu- 
ber, Daniel  Jacobson,  Kentucky  Ornithologi- 
cal Society  (KOS),  Gail  King,  David  Kirschke, 
Steve  Kistler,  Rick  Knight  (RKl)  (ne.  Ten- 
nessee), Roy  Knispel  (RKl),  David  Lang,  Nan- 
cy Layzer,  Ed  LeGrand,  Aurilla  Lesley, 
Richard  Lewis  (RLe),  Ruth  Luckado  (RLu), 
Mikey  Lutmerding,  Don  Martin  (DMa), 
Joseph  Mast  OM^)^  Laura  McCall  (LMcC), 
Larry  McDaniel  (LMcD),  Lee  McNeely 
(LMcN),  Tom  McNeil,  Mac  McWhiter 
(MMc),  Susan  McWhirter  (SM),  Memphis 
Chapter  of  Tennessee  Ornithological  Society 
(MTOS),  Don  Miller  (DMi),  Michael  Miller 
(MMi),  Mark  Monroe  (MMo),  Nancy  Moore, 
Evelyn  Morgan,  multiple  observers  (m.  ob.), 
John  Moyle  (JMo),  Jimmy  Murphy  QMtt), 
Nashville  Chapter  of  Tennessee  Ornithologi- 
cal Society  (NTOS),  Kathy  Noblet,  Northern 
Kentucky  Bird  Club  (NKBC),  Brainard 
Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  (BP),  Rick  Phillips,  Brookie  & 
Jean  Potter,  Dick  Preston  (w.  Tennessee),  Ed 
Ray,  Gerald  Robe,  David  Roemer,  Joan  Roe- 
mer  (JRm),  Jeff  Rowe  ORw),  Richard  Schier, 
Michael  Sledjeski,  D.J.  Stanley  (DJS),  Stephen 
J.  Stedman  (SJS),  Ian  Stewart,  David  Stone 
(DSo),  Del  Striegel  (DSr),Joe  Swanson,  Dale 
Swant  (DSw),  Ryan  Taylor  (RTa),  Mike  Todd, 
David  Trently,  Martha  Waldron  (MWa),  Chris 
Welsh,  Jim  Williams  (JW),  Jeff  R.  Wilson 
(JRW),  Barbara  Woerner,  Mike  Wright 
(MWr),  Ben  Yandell,  Mary  Yandell.  O 
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GULF  OF  MEXICO 


Greg  D.  Jackson 


For  many  birders,  fall  is  the  most  antic- 
ipated season,  full  of  migrants  and  the 
chance  for  the  ram  avis;  this  season 
was  far  from  a disappointment  in  either  re- 
spect. Excellent  numbers  of  regular  transients 
were  enjoyed  at  multiple  sites  in  the  Region. 
It  was  a standout  season  for  rarities,  storm- 
blown  and  not,  including  two  first  and  two 
second  state  records.  Migrants  and  visitors 
were  represented  diversely,  with  particularly 
good  showings  by  large  waders,  shorebirds, 
larids,  flycatchers,  and  warblers. 

Weather  in  the  Region  was  dominated  by 
four  tropical  systems  early  in  the  period.  In 
early  August,  Tropical  Storm  Edoiianl  passed 
rapidly  just  to  our  south,  with  little  reported 
ornithological  effect.  Tropical  Storm  Fay  tra- 
versed our  territory  in  late  August,  and  in 
September,  Hurricanes  Gustav  and  Ike  skirted 
offshore,  then  made  landfall  to  our  west.  Im- 
pact of  these  last  three  cyclones  on  birding 
was  signihcant  but  in  some  cases  rather  un- 
conventional regarding  affected  species. 
Weather  during  the  period  was  wet  early,  dry- 
ing later  in  the  season,  with  temperatures  fair- 
ly normal  throughout.  Fronts  associated  with 
significant  sightings  or  large  numbers  of  birds 
included  9,  24,  & 27  October  and  7,  14,  18, 
& 21  November;  even  some  days  not  associ- 
ated with  frontal  systems  were  productive 
(e.g.,  27  September,  Table  3). 

I appreciate  the  assistance  of  Lucy  Duncan, 
Gene  Knight,  Don  McKee,  and  Terry  Schiefer 
in  researching  information  for  the  first  “S.A.” 
below. 

Abbreviations:  Dauphin  (Dauphin  1.,  Mobile, 
AL);  Delta  (Mississippi  Delta  of  nw.  and  w- 
cen.  Mississippi);  Ft.  Morgan  (Ft.  Morgan 
State  Historical  Park,  Baldwin,  AL);  G.C. 
(Gulf  Coast  region,  Mobile/Baldwin,  AL); 
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Grand  Bay  (Grand  Bay  National  Estuarine  Re- 
search Reserve,  Jackson,  MS);  I.C.R  (Inland 
Coastal  Plain  Region  of  s.-cen.  Alabama); 
M.R.  (Mountain  region  of  n.  Alabama);  Nox- 
ubee (Noxubee  N.WR.,  Noxubee/Oktibbeha/ 
Winston,  MS);  T.  Y (Tennessee  Valley  Region 
of  n.  Alabama);  Wheeler  (Wheeler  N.W.R., 
Limestone/Morgan/Madison,  AL). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  WADERS 

Rare  but  regular  in  recent  years  in  Mississip- 
pi, Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  made  a 
good  showing  this  season.  Five  reports  total- 
ing 46  individuals  were  submitted  28  Aug-29 
Nov  (p.a.),  including  an  ad.  with  6 downy 
young  5 Oct  in  Washington  (RH,  AH);  4 were 
more  unusual  on  the  coast  in  Jackson  5 Oct 
(MSa,  TLS,  MHS,  m.ob.).  Two  Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese,  rare  in  the  G.C.,  were  in  Bald- 
win 11  Nov  (DWD).  Ross’s  Goose  is  expected 
now  in  small  numbers.  Three  were  at  the  usu- 
al site  at  Wheeler  beginning  16  Nov  (SWM); 
2 were  at  Tupelo,  MS  29  Nov  (WRP);  and  an- 
other was  at  Noxubee  the  same  day  (AG). 
Non-migratory  breeding  Canada  Geese  con- 
tinue to  increase  in  Ala- 
bama; a count  of  729  in 
the  Birmingham  area  27 
Sep  set  a new  M.R.  maxi- 
mum (B.A.S.).  Surf  Scot- 
er, though  regular  on  the 
coast,  is  rare  inland;  4 
were  in  Oktibbeha,  MS  17 
Nov  (TLS).  Usually  hard- 
er to  find  are  White- 
winged Scoters,  even 
coastally,  so  a single  in 
Jackson,  MS  6 Nov  QRP. 

NM,  LC  et  ah,  ph.)  was 
noteworthy.  At  Grand 
Bay,  24  Nov  was  a great 
sea  duck  day,  with  9 Surf 
Scoters,  2 Black  Scoters, 
and  2 Long-tailed  Ducks  (]NW,  SM,  DM). 

Rare  but  regular  at  this  site,  a Red-throated 
Loon  was  spotted  at  Guntersville,  Marshall, 
AL  23  Nov  (SWM,  ph.).  Any  shearwater  is 
noteworthy;  an  unidentified  shearwater  was 
seen  after  Fay  25  Aug  from  Gulf  S.P.,  Baldwin, 
AL  (RAD,  LRD),  and  a probable  Audubon’s 
was  near  shore  at  Dauphin  after  Gustav  2 Sep 
(DWD,  CPD,  EC).  Two  unidentified  storm- 
petrels  were  seen  from  shore  in  Hancock  4 Sep 
(NB)  for  only  the  3rd  storm-petrel  sighting  in 
Mississippi.  Another  post-storm  rarity  was  a 
Masked  Booby  at  Dauphin  25  Aug  (CH). 
American  White  Pelicans  continue  to  increase 
inland  in  Alabama,  and  large  numbers  now 
remain  over  the  winter  locally.  Over  400  peli- 
cans 13  Oct  at  Weiss  L.,  Cherokee  (W&LB)  set 
a new  M.R.  maximum,  and  up  to  600  provid- 


ed an  inland  Alabama  high  count  15  Nov  at 
Wheeler  (N.A.B.S.).  Inland  Brown  Pelicans  1 
are  always  a surprise,  so  single  imms.  26 
Sep-2  Oct  in  Oktibbeha,  MS  (TLS)  and  27  : 

Nov  on  Ross  Barnett  Res.,  Madison,  MS  (MSt, 

BS)  were  notable.  Alabama  had  only  15  prior 
records  of  Great  Cormorant,  so  the  appear- 
ance of  2 this  fall  was  unexpected.  An  imm. 
was  noted  26  Oct  at  Dauphin  (HEH,  TS,  JS), 
and  Alabama’s  first  inland  sighting,  and  first  I 
known  ad.,  was  a shock  on  the  Georgia  line  at 
W.  F George  Dam,  Henry  beginning  17  Nov+  ' 
(EB,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Five  Magnificent  Frigate- 
birds  appeared  after  Gustav  3 Sep  in  down- 
town Jackson  (RP)  for  an  8th  inland  Missis- 
sippi record.  | 

Rarely  detected  inland  in  fall,  2 Least  Bit-  ;; 
terns  were  noteworthy  on  the  Wheeler  area  ii 
count  27  Sep  (KW,  RSH).  Great  Egrets  were  [ 
unusually  plentiful  this  year.  An  estimated 
1200  Greats  in  Perry  and  Hale  28  Aug  (GDJ)  ' 
tied  the  Alabama  maximum;  the  tally  of  237 
set  a new  T.V  record  on  the  Wheeler  area 
count  27  Sep,  while  149  birds  on  the  Birm-  j 
ingham  area  count  27  Sep  provided  the  M.R.  j 


with  a new  maximum.  Tricolored  Heron  is 
rare  inland  in  our  Region;  single  birds  were 
seen  16  Aug  in  Oktibbeha,  MS  (TLS)  and  14 
Sep  at  Sardis  L.,  Lafayette,  MS  (GCK,  SGK). 
White-morph  Reddish  Egrets  are  occasionally 
seen  in  Alabama;  an  imm.  was  at  Dauphin  7 
Sep  (HEH,  TS,  JS,  LM).  Following  Ike  14  Sep, 
Reddish  were  unusually  plentiful  in  Hancock, 
MS,  where  up  to  9 were  recorded  (NB).  Rare 
but  regular  in  the  TV,  an  imm.  White  Ibis 
was  in  Colbert  7 Aug  (DJS).  A count  of  22 
Glossy  Ibis  set  a new  fall  maximum  for  Ala- 
bama 2 Sep  on  the  Mobile  Causeway,  Mobile 
(CH),  with  20  birds  at  that  site  11  Nov  (GDJ). 
Also  present  11  Nov,  flocking  with  the 
Glossies  and  3 unidentified  Plegadis,  were  4 
White-faced  Ibis  (GDJ),  providing  Alabama’s 
19th  record  and  highest  count. 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


Alabama's  sixth  Sabine's  Gull  was  discovered  by  boat  18  September  2008  in  the  middle 
of  Wheeler  Lake,  Lauderdale/Colbert  Counties.  Greater  scrutiny  of  large  lakes  by  boat  at 
this  season  would  surely  produce  more  such  records.  Photograph  by  Damien  J.  Simbeck. 
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"A  daughter  of  the  gods,  divinely  tall,  and  most  divinely  fair." 

— Alfred  Lord  Tennyson,  A Dream  affair  Women 

Unpredictability  is  often  characteristic  of  tropical  weather  systems,  which  can  form  suddenly  and  may  unexpectedly  change 
both  strength  and  path.  Another  unknown  is  what  each  storm  may  bring  to  birders  on  land,  whose  dread  of  the  deadly  tem- 
pests is  only  partly  tempered  by  the  excitement  of  possible  rarities.  Our  Region,  and  the  adjacent  Florida  Panhandle,  received 
several  large  pink  surprises  early  this  fall  as  a consequence  of  such  storms. 

Tropical  Storm  Fay  raked  Hispaniola  and  Cuba  beginning  IS  Aug,  then  zigzagged  up  and  across  Florida,  becoming  the  first 
such  storm  to  strike  Florida  four  times;  maximum  winds  were  about  60  knots.  After  strafing  the  Florida  Panhandle,  the  sys- 
tem moved  into  s.  Alabama  as  a tropical  depression  early  in  the  morning  of  24  Aug,  to  continue  in  a clockwise  hook  through 
Mississippi  and  n.  Alabama  over  the  next  three  days.  Soon  to  follow  was  the  far  more  powerful  Hurricane  Gustav,  which 
formed  near  Hispaniola  25  Aug.  The  early  track  of  this  system  crossed  s.  Haiti,  then  blasted  Jamaica  on  the  way  to  a crossing 
of  w.  Cuba  as  a Category  4 hurricane.  Gusfov  subsequently  made  a beeline  northwestward  across  the  Gulf;  landfall  was  in  se. 
Louisiana  1 Sep  as  a Category  2 hurricane,  packing  maximum  winds  of  approximately  90  knots. 

Little  did  anyone  expect  the  stunning  and  unprecedented  appearance  of  American  Flamingos  in  coastal  Mississippi  fol- 
lowing these  cyclones.  The  first  observation  was  24  Aug,  of  8 flamingos  flying  eastward  along  the  shore  at  Pascagoula,  Jack- 
son  (PSFjr,  PSF  et  al.),  just  as  Fay  was  passing  to  the  north;  this  report  was  not  widely  known  at  the  time.  It  was  not  until  2 
Sep,  just  after  the  landfall  of  Gustav,  when  2 of  these  arresting  birds  were  discovered  on  the  beach  at  Long  Beach/Pass  Chris- 
tian, Harrison  (SG,  JD  et  al.,  ph.,  vt.).  The  next  day  only  one  bird  could  be  located,  and  I know  of  no  subsequent  reports  in  Har- 
rison. The  trail  became  cold  until  6 Sep,  when  a single  flamingo  was  spotted  about  17  km  to  the  west  at  Waveland,  Hancock 
(Me  JD).  Examination  of  photographs  and  video  footage  from  two  post-Gustav  sites  reveal  these  to  be  different  individuals 
and  both  clearly  American  (rather  than  Greater  or  other)  Flamingos.  Repeatedly  seen  at  Waveland  over  the  next  few  days,  the 
lone  bird  was  sometimes  witnessed  under  barrage  by  local  youths  with  rocks  and  even  BB  guns.  Sadly,  it  was  found  dead  with 
multiple  neck  fractures  13  Sep,  beauty  and  grace  destroyed  by  ignorance.  Pending  records  committee  approval,  these  occur- 
rences would  be  the  first  for  Mississippi  and  our  Region. 

Contemporaneously,  just  to  the  east,  2 American  Flamingos  were  in  the  Florida  Panhandle,  thought  to  be  different  from 
the  Mississippi  birds.  So  it  appears  as  many  as  13  flamingos  may  have  arrived  on  the  n.  Gulf  Coast  during  this  period.  McNair 
and  Gore  (1998,  Florida  Fieid  Naturalist  26  (2):  40-43)  analyzed  twentieth-century  records  of  flamingos  on  the  Florida  Gulf 
Coast.  About  half  the  reports,  and  the  majority  with  definite  identifications  as  American  Flamingo,  were  associated  with  the 
passage  of  tropical  cyclones. 

A question  that  arises  with  the  occurrences  this  fall  is  whether  one  or  both  storms  may  have  contributed.  Fay  traversed 
multiple  areas  in  Hispaniola  and  Cuba  with  many  flamingos.  If  these  birds  had  been  directly  carried  by  the  storm,  the  subse- 
quent erratic  wanderings  throughout  Florida  likely  would  have  deposited  them  somewhere  along  that  track.  The  24  Aug  re- 
port from  Pascagoula,  pre-dating  Gustav,  would  implicate  Fay,  though;  probably  these  wanderers  were  displaced  at  the 
source,  then  deflected  northwestward  by  the  prevailing  winds  over  the  Gulf.  Certainly  the  number  of  reports  of  these  highly 
conspicuous  birds  increased  significantly  with  the  later  passage  of  Gustav.  That  cyclone  similarly  crossed  areas  of  Hispaniola 
and  Cuba  with  flamingos,  and  the  straight  path  from  Cuba  to  the  n.  Gulf  Coast  would  seem  favorable  for  transportation  of 
these  amazing  creatures  to  our  area.  I suspect  both  tropical  systems  were  involved.  A nagging  question  for  Alabama  birders 
is  why,  sandwiched  between  these  pink  goddesses,  they  were  denied  a flamingo  of  their  own! 


Alabama  hosted  record-high  numbers  of  Franklin's  Gulls  in  autumn  2008.  This  adult,  with  a Laughing  Gull  (front)  for 
comparison,  was  one  of  at  least  six  Franklin's  at  Magnolia  Springs,  Baldwin  County  1 1 November  2008. 

Photograph  by  Greg  D.  Jackson. 


Roseate  Spoonbills  continue  to  be  seen  in 
impressive  numbers  in  Mississippi,  particular- 
ly in  the  Delta.  Delta  records  10  Aug-10  Nov 
were  from  five  sites  for  a total  of  150  birds, 
with  high  counts  of  64  spoonbills  at  Belle- 
wood,  Humphreys  18  Aug  and  79  birds  23  Aug 
at  Dutch  Brake,  Sunflower  (both  RH).  More 
unusual  were  singles  in  Pearl  River,  MS  17  Aug 
(NB)  and  at  Noxubee  28  Aug  QWB);  Alaba- 
ma’s lone  contribution  to  the  spoonbill  tally 
was  of  2 birds  along  the  Tallapoosa  R.  in  El- 
more 10  Sep  (TRP,  FB).  Portions  of  Alabama 
and  Mississippi  typically  receive  a large  influx 
of  Wood  Storks  in  summer  and  early  fall,  and 
this  year  continued  that  trend.  The  highest 
count  for  Mississippi  was  of  800-:-  in 
Humphreys  4 Aug  (RH);  the  1020+  storks 
counted  in  Peny  and  Hale  28  Aug  (GDJ)  set  a 
new  Alabama  maximum.  Rare  in  n.  Alabama, 
single  Wood  Storks  were  spotted  18  Aug  in 
Shelby  (GDJ,  ph.)  and  22  Aug  (DJS,  ph.)  and  7 
Sep  (NC,  N.A.B.S.)  in  separate  areas  of  Colbert. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  LARIDS 

Rare  Swainson’s  Hawks  were  discovered  22 
Oct  in  DeSoto,  MS  (SJD,  p.a.)  and  28  Oct  near 
Magnolia  Springs,  Baldwin,  AL  (DP);  the  lat- 
ter site  has  become  regular  in  recent  years  for 
late  fall  Swainson’s.  Always  a rare  treat  in  our 
Region,  an  imm.  Golden  Eagle  was  at  Grand 
Bay  4 Nov  (JNW),  Rare  in  the  M.R.,  a Merlin 
was  in  Birmingham  3 Nov  (GDJ).  A Virginia 
Rail  was  unexpected  at  this  season  in  Ok- 
tibbeha, MS  23  Oct  (TLS).  Very  late  was  a Pur- 
ple Gallinule  spotted  10  Oct  at  Noxubee 
(TLS).  A conservative  count  of  over  100,000 
American  Coots  26  Nov  in  the  Tennessee  R.  at 
Waterloo,  Lauderdale  (DJS)  nearly  doubled 
the  previous  Alabama  maximum. 

Uncommon  to  rare  in  n.  Mississippi,  a 
Black-bellied  Plover  was  in  Oktibbeha  4-5  Sep 
(TLS,  MHS),  and  3 were  spotted  19  Oct  in 
Yalobusha  (GCK,  SGK);  4 at  Harpersville, 
Shelby  17  Sep  (ASC,  DC)  set  a new  M.R.  high 
count.  Rare  but  regular  in  fall,  up  to  6 Amer- 
ican Golden-Plovers  tied  the  autumn  M R. 
maximum  at  the  last  site  31  Aug-10  Sep  (GJH 
et  al.).  A pair  of  Killdeer  with  a downy  young 
photographed  10  Nov  in  Lee,  AL  (LW)  repre- 
sented an  extremely  late  nesting.  Inland 
American  Avocets  are  always  rare  treats.  At 
Bellewood,  Humphreys,  MS,  10  were  noted  19 
Aug,  and  26  were  observed  there  25  Sep  (both 
RH);  this  was  topped  considerably  by  the 
amazing  314  avocets  in  the  same  county  22 
Oct  (SJD),  an  inland  maximum  for  Mississip- 
pi. In  Alabama,  the  only  inland  avocct  report 
was  of  12  in  Elmore  9 Nov  (LEG).  A late  Soli- 
tary Sandpiper  was  in  Sunflower,  MS  25  Oct 
(SJD).  Rare  inland,  a Willet  was  in  s.  Lee,  AL 
24  Aug  (BKF).  Two  Baird’s  Sandpipers,  rare  in 
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^ h Accounts  of  vagrancy  associated  with  tropical  storms  usually  focus  on  pelagic  species  such  as 
»)fltubenoses,  frigatebirds,  and  tropical  terns,  or  more  generally  on  coastal  species  moved  inland. 
However,  another  frequent  side  effect  of  these  storms  is  the  grounding  of  migrants  during  the  event,  as 
well  as  creation  of  temporary  habitats  by  virtue  of  sometimes  heavy  rainfall.  Both  factors  can  have  a sig- 
nificant effect  on  transient  shorebirds  in  areas  where  they  are  fcquently  scarce.  Parts  of  cen.  Alabama, 
often  depauperate  of  shorebirds,  turned  into  wind-bird  hotspots  in  late  Aug,  thanks  to  the  copious  rain- 
fall of  Tropical  Storm  Fay.  This  slow-moving  cyclone  swept  the  Florida  Panharrdle  22-23  Aug,  crawling  as 
a tropica!  depression  through  Mississippi  and  n.  Alabama  over  the  foiowing  three  days.  Though  160-300 
km  or  mors  from  the  storm  center,  Montgomery  and  Birmingham  received  about  13  cm  of  rain,  convert- 
ing local  sod  farms  into  chains  of  lakes.  Observers  working  these  sod  farms  24-27  Aug  found  a total  of  25 
species  of  shorebirds,  quite  exciting  for  areas  where,  in  many  years,  just  a small  variety  is  notable.  The 
bounty  was  particuiarly  fine  at  the  Sprague  sod  farm  in  Montgomery,  where  22  species  were  discovered. 
Significant  records  from  that  site  are  digested  in  Table  1 . Sod  farms  e.  and  se.  of  Birmingham  could  not 
match  that  array  of  shorebirds  but  still  yielded  17  species  after  Fsy  (Table  2).  Soon  after  the  storms,  the 
sun  appeared,  the  sod  dried,  and  the  bonanza  was  over — but  it  was  fiin  while  it  lasted! 


Table  1 . Shorebirds  recorded  at  the  Spragye  Sod  Farms,  Montgomery,  AL  after  the  passage  of  Tropi- 
ca! Storm  Fay,  24-27  August  2008. 

Species 

Ns. 

Datefsl 

§bs«r¥irCs) 

Status/Nstes 

American  Golden-Plover 

2 

24  & 27  Aug 

LFG,  CT&PSetai. 

rare  but  regular  fall 

Piping  Plover 

1-3 

26-27  Aug 

TRPetal.,  ph. 

7th  record  I.C.P. 

Willet 

3 

24  Aug 

LFG,CT&PS 

rare  inland 

Red  Knot 

1 

24  Aug 

LFG,CT&PS 

3rd  record  I.C.P. 

Sanderling 

1-10 

24-26  Aug 

TRP,LFG,CT&PS 

high  number  inland 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

1 

24  Aug 

LFG,  CT&PS 

rare  in  fall 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

2 

24  Aug 

LFG,  CT&PS 

rare  I.C.P. 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

2 

26  Aug 

TRP 

rare  I.C.P. 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

1 

27  Aug 

LFG 

uncommon/rare  I.CP. 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

5 

24  Aug 

LFG,  CT&PS 

rare  I.C.P. 

Long-billed  Dowitcher 

1 

24  Aug 

LFG,  CT&PS 

occasional  I.C.P. 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

1 

24&26  Aug 

LFG,  CT&PS  etal. 

occasional  I.CP. 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

1-5 

24  & 26  Aug 

LFG,  TRP,  CT&PS 

5th  record  LC.P.,  state  max.  inland 

Table  2.  Shorebirds  recorded  at  the  sod  farms  around  Birmingham,  AL  after  the  passage  of  Tropica! 
Storm  Fay,  24-27  August  2008.  All  reports  from  St.  dm  except  where  specified’  otherwise. 

Species 

lo. 

Date(s) 

0bser¥tr(s| 

Status/Notes 

Black-bellied  Plover 

1 

26  Aug 

GDJ,  DGJ 

rare  M.R. 

Black-bellied  Plover 

3 

27  Aug 

HHW,ASC,JG 

Shelby;  rare  M.R. 

Willet 

1 

27  Aug 

HHW,ASCJG 

rare  inland 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

1 

26  Aug 

GDJ,  DGJ,  ph. 

rare  M.R. 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

1 

27  Aug 

KHW,ASCJG 

2nd  site;  rare  M.R. 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

4 

24  Aug 

GDJ 

uncommon/rare  M.R. 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

1 

26  Aug 

GDJ,  DGJ 

uncommon/rare  M.R. 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

2 

24  Aug 

GDJ 

uncommon/rare  M.R. 

Dunlin 

15+ 

27  Aug 

HHW.ASCJG 

Shelby;  3rd  Aug  state  record 

the  l.C.E,  were  in  Peny  16 
Aug  (LFG);  rare  but  regular 
in  the  T.V  in  fall,  another  ap- 
peared in  Lauderdale  26  Aug 
(DJS).  Single  Baird’s  were  un- 
usual for  inland  Mississippi 
in  Lafayette  14  Sep  (GCK, 

SGK)  and  in  Washington  22 
Oct  (SJD).  At  least  one  ad. 

Dunlin  in  near-alternate 
plumage  was  at  Blakeley  I., 

Mobile,  10-12  & 30  Aug  (CH 
et  al,  ph.),  providing  only  the 
2nd  Aug  record  for  Alabama. 

Up  to  8 Buff-breasted  Sand- 
pipers were  noteworthy  for 
the  M.R.  6-16  Sep  in  Shelby 
(GDJ,  DGJ,  MS,  HHK  et  al). 

Sabine’s  Gull  is  a sought- 
after  prize  anywhere  in  our 
area.  One  was  observed  at 
Enid  L.,  Yalobusha  15  Sep 
(GCK,  SGK),  furnishing  the 
10th  record  for  Mississippi 
and  the  5th  inland  (p.a.).  A 
boat  trip  in  'Wheeler  L.  3 km 
above  Wilson  Dam,  Col- 
bert/Lauderdale 18  Sep  yielded 
a juv.  Sabine’s  (DJS,  JMM, 

RJM,  ph.),  representing  Al- 
abama’s 6th  record  and  the 
2nd  for  the  T.V.  (p.a.).  Laugh- 
ing Gull  is  rare  but  expected 
inland  in  autumn,  and  this 
season  there  were  nine  reports 
of  17  birds  in  Alabama  and 
Mississippi  28  Aug-29  Nov. 

Usually  more  difficult  to  find 
than  Laughing  (especially  in 
Alabama),  but  sometimes  in 
larger  concentrations,  Frank- 
lin’s Gull  is  a regular  fall  visi- 
tor to  our  Region.  The  highest 
count  in  Mississippi  was  of  3 1 
birds  25  Oct  at  Grenada  L., 

Yalobusha  (GCK,  SGK,  SJD). 

It  was  a banner  year  for 
Franklin’s  in  Alabama.  In  the 
T.V,  31  were  at  Guntersville, 

Marshall  25  Oct  (GDJ,  ph.), 
and  another  was  at  that  loca- 
tion 23  Nov  (SWM);  a flock  of 
182  Franklin’s  was  unprece- 
dented 8 Nov  at  Wheeler 
(LBR,  N.A.B.S.),  well  surpassing  the  previous 
Alabama  maximum.  Coastal  Alabama  had  rare 
occurrences  of  a single  Franklin’s  8 Nov  at  Ft. 
Morgan  (HEH,  m.ob.),  up  to  3 at  Dauphin  2- 
9 Nov  (HEH,  TS,  GDJ,  DGJ),  and  6+  in  Mag- 
nolia Springs,  Baldwin  beginning  11  Nov 
(GDJ,  DGJ  et  al,  ph.). 


Alabama’s  7th  California  Gull  was  a treat 
25  Oct+  at  Guntersville,  Marshall  (GDJ  et  al., 
ph.,  p.a.).  At  the  same  site  22-26  Nov,  an  Ice- 
land Gull  provided  the  9th  record  for  Ala- 
bama (SWM  et  al,  ph.,  p.a.).  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  has  become  a rare  but  regular 
visitor  to  our  Region,  with  numbers  gradual- 


ly increasing.  Following  Gus-  | 
tav,  extremely  early  Lesser  ( 
Black-backeds  appeared  on  f 
the  Mississippi  coast,  with  4 i 
in  Hancock  2 Sep  (SE,  ph., 
p.a.)  and  another  in  Harrison 
3 Sep  (JNW,  p.a.).  The  ad. 
at  Wilson  Dam,  Colbert/ 
Lauderdale  18  Sep  (DJS,  JMM, 
RJM)  set  a new  early  record 
for  inland  Alabama.  Up  to  2 
ads.  were  in  Marshall,  AL  be- 
ginning 4 Oct  (LBR,  RAR, 
m.ob.,  ph.),  with  a first-cycle  ( 
bird  at  this  site  14  Nov  j 
(LFG).  Adult  and  third-cycle 
Lessers  were  at  Dauphin  be-  I' 
ginning  11  Oct  (GDJ,  RSH  et  |j 
al.,  ph.),  and  a first-cycle  bird 
was  at  Ft.  Morgan  4 Nov  . 
(LFG).  More  unusual,  though 
becoming  expected  on  the  Al- 
abama coast,  is  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull.  An  ad.  begin- 
ning 6 Sep  at  Dauphin  (JNW 
et  al.)  provided  an  early  state 
arrival  date;  also  on  Dauphin, 
a third-cycle  bird  was  spotted 
2 Nov  (HEH,  TS). 

Casual  in  our  Region,  and 
almost  always  associated  with  , 
tropical  storms,  Mississippi’s 
7th  Brown  Noddy  was  a 
thrilling  find  just  after  the  [ 
passage  of  Ike  13  Sep  at 
Ocean  Springs,  Jacfeson  QNW, 
MSW,  p.a.);  the  bird  was  seen 
initially  in  flight,  then  fortu- 
nately landed  nearby,  allow- 
ing close  study.  Sooty  Tern  is 
another  well-known  waif  of 
tropical  storms,  and  several 
were  pushed  onshore  this  fall  j, 
by  Fay,  Gustav,  and  Ike.  Ala-  1; 
bama  birds  included  3 ads.  at 
L.  Oliver,  Lee  24  Aug  (WFC), 
for  the  5th  M.R.  record,  an- 
other at  W.  E George  Dam, 
Henry  28  Aug  0FF)>  and  a 
juv.  on  Lay  L.,  Shelby  7 Sep 
(RR  et  al.,  ph.).  Mississippi  t 
had  even  more  Sooties  (p.a.).  ; 

In  Jackson  1 Sep,  14  birds  | 
were  discovered  ONW,  EP,  | 
AW);  one  was  at  Waveland,  Hancock  4 Sep  j 
(NB);  and  an  ad.  vzas  at  Columbus  L.,  Lown- 
des that  day  (TLS).  Seven  Sooties  were  in 
Hancock  14  Sep  (NB),  and  at  the  other  end  of  . 
the  state  that  day,  another  was  on  Sardis  L., 
Lafayette  (GCK,  SGK).  A Least  Tern  was  un-  ; 
usual  in  Oktibbeha,  MS  14  Aug  (TLS).  After  ' 


98 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


ALABAMA  & MISSISSIPPI 


California  Gull  is  occasional  in  Alabama,  and  this  adult  25  October  2008  at  Guntersvile, 
Marshall  County  provided  only  the  seventh  state  record.  Photograph  by  Greg  ft  Jatkson. 


With  only  eight  prior  records  in  Alabama,  this  first-cycle  Iceland  Gull  was  a treat  at  Gunters- 
ville,  Marshall  County  22-26  (here  23)  November  2098.  Photograph  by  Steve  W.  MiConnell. 


Fay,  a Black  Skimmer  was  a surprise  on  a sod 
farm  at  Harpersville,  Shelby  26  Aug  (GDJ, 
DGJ,  ph.),  providing  the  5th  M.R.  record  and 
the  first  for  the  Birmingham  area.  Only  occa- 
sional inland  in  Alabama,  an  unidentified 
jaeger  was  at  Guntersville  Dam,  Marshall  15 
Sep  (RAR,  LBR). 

D0¥ES  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

White-winged  Dove  is  rare  but  increasing  in- 
land in  Alabama,  and  6+  birds  19  Aug  at  At- 
more,  Escambia  Q&DY)  set  a new  inland  high 
count.  The  species  has  become  even  more 
plentiful  on  the  coast,  and  ISO-r  White- 
wingeds  at  Ft.  Morgan  9 Nov  (GDJ,  DGJ,  ph.) 
provided  a fall  Alabama  maximum.  Occasion- 
al though  increasing  slowly  in  Mississippi,  2 
Inca  Doves  were  at  Pass  Christian,  Harrison  1 
& 19  Aug,  with  6+  there  beginning  16  Nov 
(P&MR,  SM,  ph.,  p.a.).  Rare  in  n.  Alabama,  6 
Common  Ground-Doves  in  Shelby  17  Sep  es- 
tablished an  M.R.  maximum  (HHW,  ASC). 
The  scarce  Groove-billed  Ani  was  observed  in 
Hancock,  MS  2 Oct  (NB).  A Chuck-will’s-wid- 


ow  13  Aug  in  Oktibbeha, 
MS  (TLS)  set  a local  area 
departure  date.  Short- 
eared Owl  is  rare  and 
rather  erratic  in  occur- 
rence in  Alabama;  an  in- 
dividual was  observed  22 
Nov  in  Limestone  (AH, 
BT).  Last  winter,  the  Sar- 
gents’ home  in  Clay,  Jef- 
ferson was  “Owl  Central,” 
as  they  banded  9 North- 
ern Saw- whet  Owls,  more 
than  doubling  the  his- 
toric total  for  Alabama  in 
one  season.  This  autumn, 
they  commenced  earlier, 
with  even  more  success; 
1 1 saw-whets  were  band- 
ed 30  Oct-27  Nov  (RRS, 
MBS,  ph.),  representing 
the  19th  through  29th 
records  for  the  state.  Buff- 
bellied  Hummingbird  has 
become  a rare  but  regular 
wintering  visitor  to  the 
coastal  portions  of  our 
Region,  occasionally  ap- 
pearing inland.  One  was 
banded  in  Magnolia 
Springs,  Baldwin,  AL  6 
Nov  (FB,  KU,  ph.),  and 
another  was  in  Hatties- 
burg, Forrest,  MS  19-21 
Nov  (DL,  RRS,  MBS,  b., 
ph.).  Two  Buff-bellieds 
were  noted  25  Nov  in 
Fairhope,  Baldwin,  AL  (DWD,  CPD);  both 
were  captured  7 Dec  (FB,  ph.),  with  one 
banded  then  and  the  other  found  to  have  been 
banded  the  prior  winter  in  Lafayette,  LA.  An 
ad.  male  Calliope  Hummingbird,  rare  but  in- 
creasing in  Alabama,  was  in  s.  Mobile  19  Nov 
(FB,  WG,  ph.,  b.). 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher  is  rare  but  regular  in 
our  area  in  early  autumn.  Three  were  discov- 
ered 25  Aug  at  Ft.  Morgan  (DWD,  RAD,  LRD); 
one  was  in  St.  Clair,  AL  2 Sep  (MS,  HHK  et 
al);  2 were  spotted  at  Grand  Bay  17  Sep  QNW, 
MSW,  DR,  GG);  and  another  was  in  Dallas,  AL 
4-5  Oct  (F&SF).  Rare  but  expected  in  Alabama 
in  fall,  it  was  a particularly  good  season  for  Yel- 
low-bellied Flycatcher;  I received  11  reports 
totaling  17  birds  25  Aug-16  Oct,  including  5 
on  the  Wheeler  area  count  27  Sep  that  set  a 
new  fall  inland  maximum  (see  Table  3 for  oth- 
er counts).  A new  Alabama  fall  tally  for  Acadi- 
an Flycatcher  was  established  23  Sep  by  the  20 
calling  birds  in  Autauga  (LFG).  The  calling 
Alder  Flycatcher  in  Autauga  5 Oct  (LFG)  was 
only  the  3rd  for  the  l.C.P.  and  the  17th  for  Al- 


abama. A Dusky  Flycatcher  was  quite  a prize 
14  Oct  at  Ft.  Morgan  (RRS,  MBS,  FB  et  al.,  b., 
ph.),  furnishing  Alabama’s  2nd  record  (p.a.). 
Rare  and  early,  2 Vermilion  Flycatchers  were 
located  in  Hancock,  MS  2 Oct  (NB).  Only  the 
8th  for  the  M.R.,  and  the  earliest,  a Western 
Kingbird  was  unexpected  2 Aug  in  Trussville, 
Jefferson  (RRS). 


TaWfl  3=  New  autumn  high  counts  of  various  species  for 
the  Tennessee  Valley  region  of  Alabama,  tallied  on  the 
Wheeler  N.W.R.  area  count  iUmestone/Morgm/Madison] 

27  September  2008. 

Great  Egret  237 

Cooper's  Hawk  6 

American  Kestrel  1 1 

Mourning  Dove  927 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  13 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker  127 

Pileated  Woodpecker  25 

Eastern  Phoebe  41 

Acadian  Flycatcher  5 

White-eyed  Vireo  43 

Blue  Jay  427 

Carolina  Chickadee  260 

Tufted  Titmouse  218 

White-breasted  Nuthatch  49 

Carolina  Wren  156 

Northern  Mockingbird  135 

Magnolia  Warbler  134 

Northern  Cardinal  313 

Indigo  Bunting  300 

American  Goldfinch  95 

A first  record  for  Alabama  was  provided  by 
the  exciting  discovery  of  a Plumbeous  Vireo 
carefully  studied  at  Ft.  Morgan  26  Oct  (LRD, 
RAD,  CHB,  p.a.);  the  species  has  little  record  of 
vagrancy  e.  of  the  Mississippi.  Six  Blue-headed 
Vireos  at  Huntsville  1 Nov  (KW,  N.A.B.S.)  fur- 
nished a new  high  TV.  count.  Only  occasional 
in  the  I.C.R,  a Warbling  Vireo  was  spotted  18 
Sep  in  Autauga  (LFG);  rare  in  the  TV  and  on 
the  coast,  singles  were  in  Colbert  26  Sep  (DJS 
et  al.)  and  28  Sep  at  Ft.  Morgan  (MJJ).  Up  to  8 
Fish  Crows  20  Sep-h  in  Marshall  (SWM  et  al.) 
set  a new  TV  maximum,  where  the  species  is 
rare  but  increasing.  Cave  Swallow  has  become 
a rare  but  regular  visitor  to  our  coast  in  spring, 
sometimes  in  large  numbers;  prior  to  this  au- 
tumn, there  were  34  records  for  Alabama  and 
about  eight  for  Mississippi.  This  wanderer  is 
far  scarcer  in  fall  in  our  area,  unlike  in  many 
other  parts  of  the  East.  A flock  of  8 was  ob- 
served 22  Oct  at  Grand  Bay  QNW,  p.a.);  a 
group  of  5 appeared  16  Nov  at  Bellefontaine 
Beach,  Jacleson,  MS  (JNW,  AW,  p.a.);  and  one  at 
W.  E George  Dam,  Henry  19  Nov  OFF  et  al., 
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One  of  1 1 banded  at  at  Clay,  Jefferson  County,  Alabama  in  fall  2008,  this  North- 
ern Saw-whet  Owl  (here  6 November)  added  to  the  Sargents'  many  records  from 
this  site  from  the  previous  season.  Their  nocturnal  banding  efforts  have  nearly 
quadrupled  the  state  records  of  this  species.  Photograph  by  Martha  B.  Sargent 


ph.)  furnished  the  first  autumn  record  for  Ala- 
bama and  only  the  2nd  inland. 

NUTHATCHES 
THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

Tying  an  early  record  for  the  M.R.,  a lone  Red- 
breasted Nuthatch  was  in  Jefferson  12  Sep 
(RRS,  MBS).  The  Brown  Creeper  in  Lee,  MS  5 
Oct  (WRP)  was  ahead  of  schedule.  Sadly  only 
occasional  now  in  Alabama,  a Bewick’s  Wren 
was  a rather  elusive  treat  at  the  Alabama  Or- 
nithological Society  meeting  at  Dauphin  10- 
12  Oct  (JNW,  m.ob.).  Scarce  in  the  M.R.,  a 
Marsh  Wren  was  near  Birmingham  5 Oct 
(RSD).  Establishing  a late  record  for  inland 
Alabama,  a Swainson’s  Thrush  was  banded  in 


St.  Clair  8 Nov  (FM).  Eight  American  Robins 
in  Hancock,  MS  14  Sep  (NB)  were  unusually 
early.  Alabama’s  2nd  Varied  Thrush  caused 
much  excitement  on  Dauphin  16-22  Nov 
(LM,  TS,  JS,  JNW,  AW,  m.ob.,  ph.,  p.a.).  An 
American  Pipit  near  Birmingham  27  Sep 
(PAR)  provided  Alabama’s  earliest  record. 

The  scarce  Brewster’s  Warbler  was  noted  at 


Wheeler  27  Sep  (RSH,  DCH, 
RR).  At  Montgomery,  2 Ten- 
nessee Warblers  8 Nov  (LEG) 
furnished  a late  I.C.P.  record. 
Nashville  Warbler  is  uncom- 
mon to  rare  in  our  Region  in 
autumn;  nine  reports  of  12 
birds  in  the  M.R.  and  I.C.E  of 
Alabama  were  unusually  boun- 
tiful for  those  regions.  Good 
totals  of  Nashvilles  in  the  TV. 
included  5 on  the  Wheeler  area 
count  27  Sep  (tying  the  previ- 
ous T.Y  maximum)  and  4 birds 
10  Oct  in  Colbert  (DJS).  A 
count  of  20  Chestnut-sided 
Warblers  in  Autauga  18  Sep 
(LEG)  set  a new  I.C.P.  maxi- 
mum. Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  is  a rare  treat  inland; 
single  birds  were  in  the  Birm- 
ingham area  20  Sep  (GDJ)  and 
27  Sep  (SSH).  The  Black-throated  Green  War- 
bler on  Dauphin  9 Aug  (CH)  provided  a new 
early  G.C.  date,  while  the  Yellow-throated 
Warbler  at  Montgomery  19  Oct  (LEG)  gave 
the  I.C.P.  a late  fall  record.  An  estimated  300 
Palm  Warblers  near  Opelika,  Lee  11  Oct  (LW 
et  al.)  established  a high  count  for  inland  Ala- 
bama. Blackpoll  Warbler  is  quite  rare  in  fall  in 
our  Region,  so  individuals  banded  at  Ft.  Mor- 
gan 4 & 9 Oct  (RRS,  MBS,  FB  et  al.)  were  no- 
table. Also  at  Ft.  Morgan,  a Cerulean  Warbler 
26  Oct  (RAD,  LRD,  CHB)  was  the  latest  on 
record  for  Alabama  and  quite  late  for  this 
species  in  the  United  States.  Tardy  as  well 
were  2 Prothonotary  Warblers  at  Wheeler  27 
Sep  (RSH,  DCH,  RR),  setting  a late  TV.  date; 

another  13  Oct  at  Ft. 
Morgan  (RRS,  MBS,  FB 
et  al,  b.)  was  the  latest 
in  fall  for  the  G.C.  and 
tied  the  latest  fall  Ala- 
bama date.  Recorded 
only  twice  previously 
in  the  I.C.P.,  a Con- 
necticut Warbler  was 
found  in  Montgomery 
1 Oct  (BC).  Rare 
Mourning  Warblers 
were  discovered  11 
Aug  at  Anniston,  Cal- 
houn (DeM,  ph.)  for  an 
early  Alabama  record,  at  Montgomery  19  Sep 
(LFG),  and  at  Wheeler  27  Sep  (RR). 

Clay-colored  Sparrow  is  rare  but  regular  in 
coastal  areas  in  fall;  singles  were  at  different 
sites  at  Ft.  Morgan  16  Oct  (RRS,  MBS,  FB  et  al, 
b.),  4 Nov  (LFG),  and  9 Nov  (GDJ,  DGJ);  one 
was  on  Dauphin  28  Oct  (HEH  et  al.).  More  un- 
usual was  the  Clay-colored  farther  inland  at 


Two  parties  in  need  of  a "pit  stop"  independently  discovered  Alabama's  second  Varied  Thrush 
1 6 November  2008  near  a park  restroom  on  Dauphin  island,  Mobile  County.  The  bird  delight- 
ed visitors  for  six  additional  days  (here  19  November).  Photograph  by  David  IV.  Dortch. 


Henleyfield,  Pearl  River,  MS  26  Oct  (NB,  p.a.). 
Both  rare  in  the  M.R.,  a Lark  Sparrow  was  at 
Harpersville,  Shelby  16  Sep  (MS,  HHK  et  al), 
and  a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  was  spotted  9 Oct  in 
ne.  Jackson  QT).  Establishing  a late  I.C.P. 
record,  a Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  at  Mont- 
gomery 8 Nov  (LFG).  Three  Dickcissels  in  St. 
Clair  n Sep  (|Sh)  were  both  unusual  in  au- 
tumn in  the  M.R.  and  set  a new  fall  maximum. 

A flock  of  10  Bobolinks  in  Shelby  10  Sep  (HHK, 
MC)  was  rare  for  the  M.R.  in  fall.  Alabama’s 
15th  Bronzed  Cowbird  was  photographed  at  Ft. 
Morgan  9 Nov  (GDJ,  DGJ);  the  species  is  more 
regular  in  coastal  Mississippi,  and  2 birds  were 
in  Hancock  through  25  Oct  (NB). 
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GULF  OF  MEXICO 


Steven  W.  Cardiff 


After  a rather  quiet  August,  September 
roared  in  with  back-to-back  hurri- 
canes, the  effects  of  which  became 
the  overriding  focus  for  the  remainder  of  the 
season.  Birdwise,  both  storms  were  relatively 
disappointing  in  terms  of  the  diversity  and 
rarity  of  inland  pelagics.  Hurricane  Gustav 
produced  the  greatest  variety,  mainly  in 
Arkansas  and  northwestern  Louisiana.  Hurri- 
cane Ike  was  primarily  a southern  Louisiana 
“frigatebird  event.”  As  with  Katrina  and  Rita 
in  2005,  the  intensity  of  the  2008  storms  and 
the  resultant  magnitude  of  human  evacua- 
tions, coastal  damage,  and  logistical  compli- 
cations largely  prevented  searching  for 
seabirds  in  the  impacted  coastal  areas  either 
just  prior  to,  during,  or  for  weeks  following 
landfall. 


Abbreviations:  B.K.N.W.R.  (Bald  Knob 
N.W.R.,  White,  AR);  B.S.N.W.R.  (Bayou 
Sauvage  N.W.R.,  Orleans,  LA);  C.EH.  (Craig 
Fish  Hatchery,  near  Centerton,  Benton,  AR); 
C.N.F.  (Camp  Nine  Farm,  Desha,  AR); 
K.C.G.O.M.  (drilling  ship  at  Keathley 
Canyon  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  about  352  km 
sw.  of  Port  Fourchon,  LA);  LSUMNS 
(Louisiana  State  University  Museum  of  Natu- 
ral Science);  M.L.  (Millwood  L.,  AR);  N.FU 
or  S.FU.  (Sherburne  W.M.A.:  “North  Farm 
Unit”  or  “South  Farm  Unit,”  n.  of  Ramah, 
Iberville,  LA);  S.FF  (Sauls  Fish  Farms  near 
Des  Arc,  Prairie,  AR);  T.EF  (Treadway’s  Fish 
Farm,  near  Hickory  Plains,  Prairie,  AR); 
W.W.P.  (Woolsey  Wet  Prairie, 

Fayetteville,  Washington, 

AR).  Counties/parishes  are 
indicated  only  for  the  initial 
mention  of  a specihc  locality, 
and  states  are  indicated  only 
for  the  initial  mention  of 
counties/parishes,  except  to 
avoid  confusion.  For  records 
of  “review  list”  species,  docu- 
mentation has  been  received 
and  records  have  either  been 
accepted  by,  or  acceptance  is 
pending  by,  the  respective 
state  bird  records  committee. 

Signihcance  for  Arkansas 
records  is  based  on  Arkansas 
Birds  Oarnes  and  Neal  1986) 
and  the  Arkansas  Audubon 
Society  (AAS)  online  bird 
record  database  (for  records 
since  1986).  Signihcance  for 
Louisiana  records  is  based  on  the  bird  record 
card  hie  database  and  the  Louisiana  Bird 
Records  Committee  archives  at  the  Louisiana 
State  University  Museum  of  Natural  Science, 
as  well  as  the  most  recent  draft  of  the  forth- 
coming Birds  of  Louisiana  (Remsen,  Cardiff, 
Dittmann,  and  Dickson), 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBE 

Twenty  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  at 
Grassy  L.,  Hempstead  17  Aug  (DS,  SH)  includ- 
ed a pair  with  13  ducklings,  the  hrst  con- 
hrmed  breeding  at  this  site  in  sw.  Arkansas;  84 
at  C.N.F  20  Sep  (DB)  was  a very  high  number, 
especially  for  se.  Arkansas.  New  Black-bellied 
breeding  locations  in  n.  Louisiana  were  repre- 
sented by  a pair  with  5-6  small  young  near 
Alexandria,  Rapides  14  Aug  (ph.  EVM,  Yvonne 
Moore)  and  two  pairs  accompanied  by  6 large 
young  at  Marco,  Natchitoches  15  Sep  O^H). 
Other  notable  reports  included  8 over  Baton 
Rouge,  East  Baton  Rouge  2 Sep  (possibly  asso- 
ciated with  Hurricane  Gustav,  Brian  J.  O’Shea) 


r A Things  had  just  started  returning  to  a semblance  of  normalcy  in  s.  Louisiana  after  the  state  suffered  direct  hits  from 
J t\  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  within  one  month  of  each  other  in  early  fall  2005,  when  the  unthinkable  happened,  and 
two  more  powerful  hurricanes  impacted  the  state  within  a two-week  span  in  early  Sep  2008.  Hurricane  Gustav  made  land- 
fall in  Terrebonne  Parish  as  a strong  Category  2 storm  on  the  morning  of  1 Sep  and  tracked  northwestward,  inflicting  heavy 
damage  from  Grand  Isle  to  the  Baton  Rouge  area  before  being  downgraded  to  a depression  in  northwestern  Louisiana.  The 
storm's  remnants  continued  northward  through  western  Arkansas  before  merging  with  an  approaching  cold  front  on  4 Sep. 
Meanwhile,  even  as  Gustav  made  landfall.  Tropical  Storm  ike  was  tracking  ominously  westward  across  the  Atlantic.  Although 
Louisiana  was  spared  a direct  hit  by  ike,  which  made  landfall  as  a Category  2 hurricane  around  predawn  near  Galveston,  Texas, 
.the  storm's  immense  size  and  resultant  surge  impacted  the  entire  Louisiana  coast  (e.g.,  Ike's  storm  surge  at  Grand  Isle  and 
elsewhere  in  southeastern  Louisiana  was  higher  than  from  Gustav,  and  surge  in  southwestern  Louisiana  was  as  bad  or  worse 
than  from  Rita  in  2005)  and  produced  tropical-storm-force  winds  well  east  of  the  center.  Ike  moved  into  western  Arkansas  as 
a weak  tropical  storm  during  the  evening  of  the  13th  and  was  quickly  downgraded  to  a depression  as  it  passed  over  north- 
western Arkansas  during  the  early  morning  on  14  Sep.  In  terms  of  habitat  damage,  this  unwanted  burst  of  coastal  erosion 
was  devastating  for  barrier  islands  and  marshlands,  and  Gwsfov  caused  incredible  tree  damage  deep  into  central  Louisiana. 


One  of  three  found  in  Arkansas  in  the  wakes  of  Hurricanes  Gustav  and  Ike,  this  ju- 
venile Black  Skimmer  at  the  Howard  County  section  of  Millwood  Lake  7 September 
2008  was  only  the  seventh  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Charles  Mills. 


and  unprecedented  numbers  at  the  Lacassine 
N.W.R.  Pool  Unit,  Cameron  in  late  Nov,  with 
maximum  estimates  up  to  3000  (a  high  per- 
centage of  juvs.)  there  23-25  Nov  (ph.  DDe, 
ph.  DLD,  SWC).  Several  new  benchmarks 
were  also  established  for  Fulvous  Whistling- 
Duck  this  fall:  129  at  C.N.F  20  Sep  obliterated 
the  previous  Arkansas  high  count  and  provid- 
ed the  2nd  state  breeding  record,  as  evidenced 
by  broods  of  8 small  and  10  large  young,  re- 
spectively (DB);  9 there  19  Oct  and  7 on  28 
Nov  were  late  (D&SB).  Counts  of  2000  just 
inside  Vermilion  near  L.  Arthur  25  Oct  (ph. 
DBo)  and  up  to  300  at  Lacassine  Pool  23-26 
Nov  (ph.  DDe,  ph.  DLD,  SWC)  were  remark- 
able numbers  for  so  late  in  fall;  2 at 
K.C.G.O.M.  8 Nov  (ph.  BM,  LO)  were  late  and 
unexpected  trans-Gulf  migrants.  An  “early” 
male  Northern  Pintail  and  3 male  Ring- 
necked Ducks  at  B.K.N.W.R.  31  Aug  (DS,  SH) 
may  have  been  some  of  the  same  birds  report- 
ed from  there  earlier  in  the  summer.  Two  Surf 
Scoters  on  M.L.,  Hempstead  22  Nov  (CM),  one 
at  Rutherford  Beach,  Cameron  25  Nov  (SWC, 


VOLUME  63  (2009)  • NUMBER  1 


101 


ARKANSAS  & LOUISIANA 


Date,  location,  and  the  fact  that  the  bird  is  compieting  its  pri- 
mary molt  all  suggest  that  this  subaduSt  Parasitic  Jaeger  at 
Holly  Beach,  Cameron  Parish  5 August  2908  had  summered  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  there  are  very  few  such  well-documented 
records  for  Louisiana.  Photograph  by  Matthew  I Pontiff. 

DLD),  a Black  Scoter  on  Mallard  L.,  Mississip- 
pi 20  Nov  (ph.  Ron  Howard),  and  another 
Black  at  C.N.E  28  Nov  (first  record  for  Desha; 
ph.  D&SB)  were  the  only  scoters  reported.  A 
well-documerited  Least  Grebe  at  C.EH.  3-7 
Aug  (ph.  JBr,  MAM,  m.ob.)  established  a first 
state  record  for  Arkansas  and  was  without  a 
doubt  the  Region’s  best  bird  of  the  season. 

PELICANS  THiOUGH  SPOONBILL 

Although  there  have  been  a number  of  recent 
inland  occurrences  of  Brown  Pelicans  that 
were  not  obviously  related  to  tropical  storms, 
a rash  of  reports  this  season  was  almost  cer- 
tainly directly  or  indirectly  attributable  to 
Hurricane  Ike  (interestingly,  none  linked  to 
Hurricane  Gustav).  Inland  Louisiana  reports 
(all  imms.):  8 at  Cotile  L.,  Rapides  beginning 
14  Sep,  a maximum  of  9 there  21-22  Sep,  and 
at  least  one  lingering  through  14  Oct  O^H); 
one  at  Cross  L.,  Shreveport,  Caddo  14-20  Sep, 
joined  by  another  22  Sep  and  both  remaining 
through  14  Oct  (ph.  CEL);  one  at  Rayne,  Aca- 
dia 20  Sep  (ph.  DBo);  one  on  the  Red  R.  near 
Ninock,  s.  Bossier  3 Oct  (TD);  one  at  Baton 
Rouge  23  Oct  (ph.  DBo);  and  one  at  Cata- 
houla N.W.R.,  LaSalle  1 Nov  (Lindsay  Cold- 
iron).  A Brown  Pelican  at  M.L.,  Hemp- 
stead/Little River  starting  13  Oct,  2 there  25- 
27  Oct,  and  then  one  lingering  through  8 Nov 
(CM,  m.ob.)  were  the  only  individuals  that 
turned  up  in  Arkansas  but  represented  the 
4th  occurrence  for  that  location  and  pushed 
Arkansas’s  total  close  to  20  records.  Neotrop- 
ic Cormorants  are  now  expected  in  small 
numbers  as  far  n.  and  e.  in  Louisiana  as  the 
Baton  Rouge  area,  but  one  at  Red  River 
N.W.R.,  Bossier  18  Oct  (CEL),  2 at  Cross  L.  21 
Oct  (ph.  CEL),  one  at  Cotile  L.  25  Aug  QVH), 
and  one  far  se.  near  Venice,  Plaquemines  30 
Nov  (vt.  PAW,  DPM)  were  from  areas  with  few 


r I Magnificent  Frigatebirds  tend  to  be  relatively  susceptible  to  being  blown  inland  by  tropical  cyclones,  and  it's  no  sur- 
3 fl  prise  that  this  was  the  case  with  both  of  our  Sep  2008  hurricanes.  ¥Aat's  interesting  is  to  compare  the  two  storms  in 
terms  of  the  pattern  of  displaced  frigatebirds.  During  Gustav,  the  earlier,  smaller,  and  fester  of  the  two  storms,  there  vme  only 
six  sightings  involving  6 individuals;  an  ad.  male  at  Baton  Rouge  1 Sep  (DBo);  an  ad.  male  at  White  Oal  L,,  Ouachita,  AR  2 Sep 
(ph.  KC,  Hilda  Jones,  ph.  DS,  DBr);  an  imm.  at  Grand  L.,  Chicot,  Mi  2 Sep  (K&LH,  OB);  an  ad.  male  at  M.L.,  Hempstesd/Littk  Riv- 
er 2-3  Sep,  joined  by  an  imm.  3 Sep  (CM;  there  were  only  about  a dozen  previous  Arkansas  records);  and  a bird  over  the  Red  R. 
near  Minock  3 Sep  (TD).  In  contrast,  larger,  slower-moving  Hurricane  Ike  resulted  in  zero  frigatebirds  in  Arkansas  but  delivered 
large  numbers  to  s.  Louisiana:  late  on  1 1 Sep,  up  to  20  were  seen  over  downtown  New  Orleans  (Kevin  Colley,  Lehman  Ellis);  on 
12  Sep,  at  least  32  were  noted  from  Baton  Rouge  (5;  ph.  DLD,  SWC  et  al.)  to  St.  Gabriel,  Ibervilk  (IT,  JVR},  60  near  Hammond, 
Jmgipahoa  (Mike  Freiberg),  106  n.  of  L.  Pontdiartrain  in  the  Covington  area,  St.  Tammny  (Harvey  L.  Patten),  250+  at  Berwick, 
St.  Mary  (Ear!  Robicheaux),  101  at  Lafayette,  Lafayette  (ph.  PEC);  on  13  Sep,  43  in  the  L Pontchailrain/B.S.N.W.R.  area,  Orleans 
(PAW,  DPM,  RDP),  7 at  Spanish  L.,  Iberia  (ph.  PEC),  15  at  L.  Martin,  Sf.  Martmie  (also  there  14  Sep;  ph.  PEC),  3 at  Cotile  L.  (2 
there  14  Sep;  both  JVH);  and,  on  14  Sep,  2 more  near  St.  Gabriel  (JVR),  a juv.  at  Shreveport  (Rosemary  Seidler),  and  an  ad.  in 


M River  (HH).  Surprisingly,  an  ad.  female  appeared  at  Cross  L 

records;  one  much  farther  n.  at  L.  Jack  Lee, 
Felsenthal  N.W.R.,  Union  25  Sep  (LA)  was 
only  about  the  12th  to  be  found  in  Arkansas. 

Two  American  Bitterns  at  N.EU.  24  Sep 
(DBo)  were  relatively  early  for  s.  Louisiana. 
One  or  2 Least  Bitterns  at  W.’W.E  15  Oct  QCN) 
represented  only  about  the  2nd  fall  record  for 
nw.  Arkansas  and  only  about  the  3rd  Oct 
record  for  the  state.  Surprisingly  rare  just 
slightly  inland  in  the  New  Orleans  area,  a Red- 
dish Egret  there  17  Aug  (vt.  PAW)  was  even 
more  interesting  because  it  was  not  associated 
with  any  tropical  weather  event;  another  at 
B.S.N.W.R.  13  Sep  (PAW,  DPM,  RDP)  was 
most  likely  associated  with  the  passage  of 
Hurricane  Ike.  Dark  ibis  are  reported  with  in- 
creasing frequency  far  inland  but  remain  of  in- 
terest, especially  those  identifiable  to  species; 
this  season,  only  White-faced  Ibis  were  con- 
firmed, including  one  at  S.EE  29  Aug  (K&LN, 
DS,  ph.  RH),  3 there  17  Sep  (KN),  8 at  C.N.E 
20  Sep  (DB),  and  a late  flock  of  1 1 there  2 Nov 
(ph.  D&SB).  Roseate  Spoonbills  are  also  on 
the  increase  but  still  mentionable  far  inland, 
and  some  fall  2008  records  were  possibly  re- 
lated to  hurricane  activity,  e.g.,  2 along  the 
Red  R.,  s.  Bossier  3 Sep  (TD,  J&JT),  19  n.  of 
Lake  Village,  Chicot  2 Sep  (K&LN,),  22  at 
B.K.N.W.R.  9 Sep  (KN,  Bill  Alexander,  Robert 
Pearrow),  and  17  at  C.N.E  20  Sep  (DB);  2 at 
New  Orleans  13  Sep  (PAW,  DPM)  were  rare 
for  the  area  and  also  possibly  Ifee-related. 

OSPREY 

THROUGH  CRANE 

A pair  of  Ospreys  constructing  a nest  at  L. 
Dardanelle,  Pope/Yell  during  early  Aug 
(K&LN)  apparently  represented  the  first 
known  breeding  attempt  at  this  well-covered 
site.  A White-tailed  Kite  at  B.S.N.W.R.  15 
Oct-25  Nov  (vt.  PAW,  GO,  Dan  Carroll)  was 
a notable  bird  in  se.  Louisiana,  where  there 
have  been  few  records  in  recent  years.  Swain- 
son’s  Hawks  are  now  considered  rare  and  lo- 


as  late  as  20  Sep  (ph.  CEL). 

cal  summer  residents  in  nw.  Arkansas,  but 
there  is  still  little  direct  evidence  of  breeding. 
Thus,  a family  group  including  an  ad.  and  2 
dependent  fledglings  in  the 
Vaughn-Cherokee  City  area,  Benton  19  Aug 
(ph.  JCN)  and  4 including  at  least  one  juv. 
there  1 Sep  (ph.  DS,  MAM,  PBr,  AD)  were  of 


considerable  interest.  A Swainson’s  Hawk  at 


Most  recent  fall  records  of  Burrowing  Owls  in  Louisiana  have 
come  from  Grand  Isle  and  from  affshore  oil  platforms,  pre- 
sumably southbound  migrants  that  haw  mistakenly  over- 
shot the  mainland.  Following  that  trend  was  this  individual 
on  the  "Cajun  Express"  rig  in  the  Gulf  about  240  Im  south- 
southwest  of  Port  Fourchsn,  Lafourche  Parish  1 9 November 
2008 — apparently  one  of  three  Burrowing  Owls  present  on 
the  rig  on  that  date.  Photograph  by  Nathan  Webster. 

New  Orleans  4 Nov  (GO),  one  at  Grand  Isle, 
Jefferson  15  Nov  (ph.  JTS,  MW),  and  6 in  low- 
er Plaquemines  16  Nov  (DPM,  PAW,  CR)  were 
all  relatively  late  and  also  farther  e.  than  usu- 
al for  Louisiana. 

Arkansas  observers  monitoring  late  fall  rice 
harvesting  operations  were  rewarded  with 
several  Yellow  Rails,  including  singles  at 
C.N.E  26  Oct  (DB),  in  Cleburne  4 & 6 Nov 
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Representing  Arkansas's  second  occurrence,  this  female 
Broad-billed  Hummingbird  was  found  at  Conway,  Faulkner 
County  21  (here  23)  November  2008  and  remained  through 
the  winter.  Photograph  by  Robert  Herron. 

(TB),  and  2 in  Crittenden  4 Nov  (Gail  King); 
apparently,  these  mark  the  first  Arkansas  re- 
ports since  2002.  Six  Yellow  Rails  found  dur- 
ing a relatively  early  second-cutting  of  rice  at 
Thornwell  11  Oct  (SWC,  ph.  OLD,  David  L. 
Anderson,  PEC,  DP,  BMM)  would  suggest 
that  substantial  numbers  arrive  as  far  s.  as  sw. 
Louisiana  by  at  least  the  beginning  of  Oct. 
Hurricane  Ike's  surge  inundated  marshes  in 
the  B.S.N.W.R.  area  e.  of  New  Orleans,  forcing 
Clapper  Rails  into  the  open  and  resulting  in  a 
remarkable  41  counted  there  13  Sep  (DPM, 
PAW,  RDP).  A hunters  report  of  a King  Rail  at 
Frog  Bayou  W.M.A.,  Crawford  4 Oct  (David 
Krementz,  jide  JCN)  was  intriguing,  as  there 
are  only  a few  older  records  for  nw.  Arkansas. 
The  most  interesting  result  of  several  hours 
spent  watching  a relatively  late  “first  cut”  rice 
harvesting  operation  near  Thornwell  26  Aug 
(SWC,  DLD)  were  about  20  Soras;  there  are 
only  a few  previous  state  records  (of  single  in- 
dividuals) for  late  Jul-Aug.  An  estimated  330 
Common  Moorhens  (about  evenly  divided 
between  ads.,  imms.,  and  chicks)  at  Grassy  L. 
17  Aug  (DS,  SH)  was  the  2nd  highest  state 
count  and  indicated  that  the  species  is  thriv- 
ing at  this  stronghold  in  sw.  Arkansas.  Six  ad. 
Sandhill  Cranes  at  B.K.N.W.R.  1 Nov  (David 
Ray)  were  relatively  early  for  this  rare 
Arkansas  visitor  and  represented  only  the  2nd 
local,  and  3rd  county,  record. 

SHOREBIRDS 

Two  Piping  Plovers  near  Kelso,  Desha  1 Aug, 
one  at  S.EE  29  Aug  (both  K&LN),  and  one  at 
New  Orleans  17  Aug  (vt.  PAW)  added  to  the 
relatively  few  previous  detections  of  fall  mi- 
grants away  from  the  immediate  coast;  inter- 
estingly, there  are  nearly  ten  times  more  in- 
land fall  records  from  Arkansas  than  from 
Louisiana.  A color-marked  Piping  near  Port 


Fourchon,  Lafourche  23  Aug  (MW)  had  been 
banded  as  a chick  at  L.  Diefenbaker, 
Saskatchewan  in  2002  (fide  C.  L.  Gratto- 
Trevor),  and  another  marked  bird  in  Cameron 
12  Oct  (ph.  DP,  PEC,  BMM)  had  been  banded 
as  a chick  in  North  Dakota  in  Jul  2008  (fide 
Jennifer  Stucker);  the  Plains  population  is  the 
primary  source  of  Louisiana  winterers.  A 
Semipalmated  Plover  at  S.EU.  3 Aug  (DPM), 
2 near  Baton  Rouge,  East  Baton  Rouge  2 Sep 
(DBo),  one  at  Arkadelphia,  Clark  26  Oct  (also 
late  for  Arkansas;  Karen  Holliday,  Joyce  Jones, 
KC,  Craig  Provost,  ph.  Dale  Provost)  and  16 
at  New  Orleans  7 Nov  (PAW,  DPM)  were  all 
found  in  areas  where  there  are  few  previous 
fall  records;  9 at  Crowley,  Acadia,  LA  25  Oct 
(DBo)  were  geographically  more  expected  but 
marginally  late.  Inland  reports  of  American 
Avocets  have  been  on  the  rise  but  are  also  ex- 
tending later  into  the  season,  e.g.,  an  unusu- 
ally large  flock  of  28  near  Fayetteville  26  Oct 
(ph.  JBr,  MAM),  one  at  C.N.E  2 Nov  (D&SB), 
7 at  S.EU.  9 Nov  (ph.  DBo),  and  one  at 
Shreveport  23  Nov  (ph.  J&JT). 

A slightly  belated  report  of  a Whimbrel  at 
M.L.,  Howard  26-27  Jul  (CM,  DS)  was  appar- 
ently only  the  3rd  fall  record,  and  the  first 
from  Jul  for  Arkansas,  and  the  2nd  local 
record.  An  ad.  Ruddy  Turnstone  n.  of  Lake  Vil- 
lage 1 Aug  (K&LN)  was  this  fall’s  only  report 
from  the  interior.  A juv.  Red  Knot  was  a nice 
find  at  T.EE  11-12  Sep  (ph.  KN,  DB);  as  with 
Piping  Plover  (above),  there  are  about  ten 
times  more  fall  records  for  Arkansas  than  for 
Louisiana  (excluding  records  from  “slightly 
inland”  in  se.  Louisiana).  Standing  out  among 
the  nine  interior  sightings  of  Sanderlings  (in- 
volving 28  individuals,  all  in  Arkansas)  was  an 
ad.  at  C.EH.  8 Aug  (relatively  few  fall  records 
for  nw.  Arkansas;  MAM,  DO,  JBr)  and  differ- 
ent fiocks  of  8 at  Dardanelle  lock  and  dam.  Yell 
6 Sep  (ads.;  K&LN)  and  15  Sep  (juvs.;  K&LN, 
DSi).  Three  White-rumped  Sandpipers  made 
an  exciting  discovery  at  B.K.N.W.R.  9 Sep  (ph. 
KN);  there  are  about  15-20  previous  Arkansas 
fall  records  of  this  exceptionally  rare  autumn 
transient.  An  alternate-plumaged  Dunlin  near 
Kelso,  Desha  10  Aug  (DB)  was  extraordinarily 
early  and  presumably  summered  s.  of  the 
breeding  grounds;  fall  migrants  do  not  typi- 
cally appear  until  late  Sep-early  Oct  and  are 
usually  in  basic  plumage.  The  appearance  of  2 
Short-billed  Dowitchers  near  Baton  Rouge  2 
Sep  (DBo)  was  possibly  related  to  Hurricane 
Gustav.  An  estimated  2000  Long-billed  Dow- 
itchers at  S.EE  12  Nov  (K&LN)  was  an  un- 
precedented number  so  late  and  so  far  n.  and 
represented  Arkansas’s  2nd  highest  fall  count 
ever.  A Red-necked  Phalarope  was  at  S.EE  25 
Aug  (KN,  DB,  DBr);  the  species  is  rare  but  al- 
most annual  in  fall  in  Arkansas. 


GULLS  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

Although  the  species  is,  in  general,  being 
found  inland  with  increasing  frequency,  a 
modest  pulse  of  inland  Sep  Laughing  Gull  re- 
ports obviously  coincided  with  Hurricanes 
Gustav  and  Ike;  most  noteworthy  were  sepa- 
rate birds  at  L.  Dardanelle,  Pope/Yell  4 Sep 
(ad.;  LA)  and  6-12  Sep  (juv;  K&LN  et  al.), 
and  7 at  M.L.,  Little  River  6 Sep  (DS,  CM,  PBr, 
SH).  An  ad.  Laughing  Gull  at  Russellville, 
Pope  1-29  Nov  (K&LN)  was  speculated  to  be 
the  same  individual  that  has  wintered  there 
since  1998.  Franklin’s  Gulls  at  New  Orleans  8 
Nov  (DPM),  Grand  Isle  23  Nov  (DBo,  EJR), 
and  Venice  30  Nov  (vt.  PAW,  DPM),  were  all 
late  and  unusually  far  east.  Incredibly  early, 
and  providing  the  18th  Arkansas  record,  was 
an  imm.  Little  Gull  at  L.  Dardanelle,  PopcPYell 
14  Sep  (K&LN,  DS,  DB,  LA,  DSi  et  al.);  ex- 
cept for  a record  15  Oct  1986,  all  other  state 
occurrences  are  from  Dec-Mar.  An  imm. 
Black-headed  Gull  on  Cross  L.  30  Oct  (ph. 
CEL)  would  be  a long  overdue  Louisiana  first 
(p.a.).  An  ad.  California  Gull  near  Cameron  1 
Nov  (ph.  DBo)  was  the  only  report;  the 
species  has  proven  of  annual  occurrence  in 
the  Cameron  area.  A “classic”  first-cycle 
Thayer’s  Gull  collected  along  Holly  Beach, 
Cameron  2 Nov  (BMM,  *PEC,  DPM)  repre- 
sents the  earliest  (and  only  2nd)  fall  record 
for  Louisiana.  Multiple  sightings  of  a juv. 
Sabine’s  Gull  at  L.  Dardanelle,  Pope/Yell  4-14 
Sep  (K&LN  et  al.)  may  have  pertained  to  a 
single  individual;  an  amazing  season  total  of  5 
at  M.L.,  Hempstead  included  3 juvs.  9-10  Sep, 
a gray-headed  ad.  14  Sep  (only  the  site’s  2nd), 
and  another  juv.  16-18  Sep  (CM). 

Single  Royal  Terns  at  C.EH.  4 Sep  (Doug 
James)  and  at  M.L.,  Little  River  16  Sep  (CM) 
were  almost  certainly  connected  to  Hurri- 
canes Gustav  and  Ike,  respectively;  there 
were  only  three  previous  occurrences  for 
Arkansas.  In  Louisiana,  inland  Royals  were 
relatively  few;  the  only  ones  tied  to  Gustav 
were  4 at  Baton  Rouge  1 Sep  and  another 
there  2 Sep  (ph.  DBo),  and  Ike  could  only 
account  for  about  10  at  Baton  Rouge  12  Sep 
(ph.  DLD,  SWC,  ph.  DBo  et  al.),  singles  on 
the  Red  R.,  Bossier/Red  River  13  (TD,  PMD) 
& 14  Sep  (HH),  and  4 at  Cotile  L.  14  Sep 
(JVH).  Elevated  numbers  of  Sandwich  Terns 
on  the  larger  se.  Louisiana  lakes  1-13  Sep, 
e.g.,  maxima  of  15  at  L.  Pontchartrain,  New 
Orleans  2 Sep  and  120  at  L.  Salvador  9 Sep 
(DPM),  were  assumed  to  be  hurricane-relat- 
ed birds.  Two  Sandwich  and  2 Common 
Terns  at  Grand  Isle  20  Nov  (ph.  DLD,  SWC) 
were  late;  small  numbers  of  Commons  were 
reported  inland  coincidental  with  Gustav 
and  Ike.  Anomalous  Least  Tern  sightings, 
presumably  courtesy  of  Ike,  included  17  at 


VOLUME  63  (2009)  • NUMBER  1 


103 


ARKANSAS  & LOUISIANA 


Although  Great  Kiskadee  is  a casual  visitor  to  Louisiana,  a relatively  high  pro- 
portion of  records  have  involved  individuals  present  for  weeks,  months,  or 
even  years,  as  was  the  case  with  this  bird  in  extreme  northwestern  Cameron 
Parish  4 (here  11)  November  2008  through  the  end  of  the  month.  Photograph 
by  Dave  Patton. 


Baton  Rouge  12  Sep  (DLD,  SWC,  DBo  et  al.) 
and  one  at  Cotile  L.  13-14  Sep  (JVH).  Per- 
haps the  most  notable  bird  delivered  by  this 
seasons  hurricanes  was  a Bridled  Tern  at 
M.L.,  Hempstead  3 Sep  (ph.  CM),  only  the 
2nd  for  Arkansas  and  the  first  documented 
by  hard  evidence.  Hurricane  Gustav  pushed 
at  least  19  Sooty  Terns  into  Arkansas,  2-9 
Sep.  Most  were  ads.  and  concentrated  at 
M.L.,  Hempstead/Little  River,  where  an  ad. 
was  first  noted  2 Sep,  a maximum  of  14  (12 
ads.,  2 imms.)  was  tallied  3 Sep,  and  at  least 
one  ad.  remained  through  9 Sep  (CM).  Else- 
where in  Arkansas,  another  2 ads.  were 
found  at  L.  Chicot,  Chicot  2 Sep  (K&LN, 
DB),  an  imm.  was  located  at  Lower  White 
Oak  L.,  Ouachita  2 Sep  (KC),  an  ad.  visited 
Beaver  L.,  Benton  6 Sep  QBr,  MAM),  and  at 
least  one  ad.  was  seen  at  L.  Dardanelle, 
Pope/Yell  4-7  Sep  (LA,  ph.  K&LN,  m.ob.)  be- 
fore being  found  dead  on  a causeway  just  in- 
side Logan  8 Sep  (Robert  N.  Weidenmann, 
fide  Doug  James;  *LSUMNS).  There  were 
only  three  previous  state  records,  the  species 
being  last  recorded  in  2002  after  Hurricane 
Lili  and,  before  that,  in  1961  after  Hurricane 
Carla.  In  contrast,  there  were  only  two  Gus- 
tav-generated Sooty  Tern  reports  in 
Louisiana:  an  ad.  at  Baton  Rouge  1 Sep 
(DBo)  and  5 ads.  at  Cross  L.  3 Sep  (ph.  CEL, 
TD.  DBo),  with  at  least  one  there  through  6 
Sep  (ph.  CEL).  Hurricane  Ike  brought  more 
Sooty  Terns  to  Louisiana  (but  none  to 
Arkansas):  an  ad.  at  Cotile  L.  13  Sep  and  an 
imm.  there  14  Sep  (JVH),  8 ads.  over  s. 
Shreveport  14  Sep  (CEL),  2 ads.  at  Pinola  in 
n.  Red  River  13  Sep  (PMD),  and  an  ad.  at 
Marco,  Natchitoches  15  Sep  (JVH).  Spikes  in 
inland  Black  Tern  numbers  were  at  least  par- 
tially due  to  hurricane  influences;  most  no- 
table were  an  estimated  470  in  Orleans  13 
Sep  (DPM)  and  110  at  Cross  L.  14  Sep 
(CEL).  Inland  Black  Skimmers,  courtesy  of 


Hurricane  Custav,  included  2 
ads.  on  the  Red  R.,  Red  River  3 
Sep  (first  record  for  n. 
Louisiana;  HH,  DBo,  ph.  J&JT), 
an  ad.  at  the  Hempstead/Little 
River  section  of  M.L.  6 Sep 
(CM),  and  a juv.  at  the  Howard 
section  of  M.L.  7 Sep  (DBr, 
D&SB,  ph.  CM).  An  imm.  along 
the  Arkansas  R.,  Pulaski  14  Sep 
(Guy  & Scott  Luneau)  was 
more  likely  deposited  by  the 
remnants  of  Hurricane  Ike;  there 
were  only  five  previous  records 
for  Arkansas.  A ratty  subad.  Par- 
asitic Jaeger  at  Holly  Beach  5 
Aug  (ph.  Matt  Pontiff,  Gary 
PontifO  added  to  the  surprising- 
ly few  well-documented  Louisiana  records. 
At  M.L.,  Hempstead/Little  River,  Hurricane 
Custav  may  have  accounted  for  a cluster  of 
jaeger  sightings  that  included  a light-morph 
ad.  Parasitic  plus  an  unidentified  Poma- 
rine/Parasitic  6-7  Sep  (ph.  CM,  DS,  CM,  PBr, 
SH  et  al.)  and  another  imm.  jaeger  sp.  9 Sep 
(CM).  A Pomarine  Jaeger  over  L.  Pontchar- 
train  off  New  Orleans  13  Sep  (PAW,  DPM) 
was  probably  delivered  by  Hurricane  Ike. 

PIGEON  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Intriguing  was  a report  of  a Band-tailed  Pigeon 
at  Lafayette  26  Nov  (K.  M.  Nehrbass).  An  ac- 
companying photograph  taken  with  a cell 
phone  camera  is  suggestive  but  may  ultimate- 
ly be  deemed  inconclusive;  there  are  seven 
prior  Louisiana  records,  none  since  1982.  An 
Inca  Dove  at  B.S.N.W.R.  28  Sep  (vt.  DPM)  was 
only  the  3rd  for  the  New  Orleans  area. 
Strangely  (but  a developing  trend),  the  only 
Burrowing  Owls  of  the  fall  were  found  on 
structures  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico:  3 were  seen 
and  one  was  photographed  about  220  km  ssw. 
of  Port  Eourchon,  Lafourche  19  Nov  (ph.  Capt. 
Nathan  Webster),  and  one  or  2 were  reported 
at  K.C.G.O.M.  5-15  Oct  (p.a.;  BM).  A freshly 
dead  Short-eared  Owl  near  Kaplan,  Vermilion 
9 Nov  (GB;  *LSUMNS)  was  relatively  early 
and  the  only  one  reported  during  the  fall.  A fe- 
male Broad-billed  Hummingbird  at  Conway, 
Faulkner  21  Nov-i-  (Rosemary  Scott,  Herschel 
Raney,  Pam  & Scott  Markham,  ph.  RH,  m.ob.) 
was  the  2nd  for  Arkansas;  an  imm.  male  at  Ba- 
ton Rouge  17  Oct.-t-  (Sally  & Mike  Allen, 
Kevin  Morgan,  b.  Nancy  Newfield)  was  the 
only  Louisiana  report.  Although  certainly  not 
unprecedented,  an  ad.  male  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  in  White,  Arkansas  30  Oct-9 
Nov  (Steve  & Sheran  Herrin)  was  late,  espe- 
cially so  lar  north.  A banded  ad.  male  Calliope 
Hummingbird  in  St.  Tammany  was  returning 
for  its  3rd  winter  (ph.  Noel  Peyton).  A Yellow- 


bellied  Sapsucker  near  St.  Gabriel  26  Sep 
OVR)  tied  the  2nd  earliest  arrival  date  ever  for 
Louisiana.  A bird  superficially  resembling  an 
ad.  male  Red-naped  Sapsucker  at  Grand  Isle 
23  Nov  (ph.  DBo,  EJR)  was  subsequently  de- 
termined to  show  other  plumage  characters 
more  consistent  with  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuck- 
er and  was  thus  downgraded  to  Yellow-bellied 
X Red-naped  hybrid/intergrade.  Similar  prob- 
lematic individuals  have  occasionally  turned 
up  in  the  past  and  have  usually  been  catego- 
rized as  “Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  with  red 
on  the  nape.”  There  are  still  only  two  accept- 
ed Red-naped  records  for  Louisiana,  an  imm. 
male  and  an  ad.  female,  both  found  on  Grand  , 
Isle.  A Pileated  Woodpecker  near  Ft.  Jackson  i 
12  Oct  (DPM,  PAW,  RDP)  would  be  about  the  ■ 
3rd  record  of  the  species  wandering  this  far  s.  i: 
into  lower  Plaquemmes. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWING  ; 

Olive-sided  Flycatchers  at  Grand  Isle  23-24 
Aug  GTS,  ph.  MW,  vt.  PAW,  DPM)  and  New  ; 
Orleans  20  Sep  (vt.  PAW)  were  in  the  se. 
coastal  zone,  where  reported  much  less  fre-  ' 
quently  than  in  sw.  Louisiana.  Late  Eastern  , 
Wood-Pewees  were  encountered  at  B.S.N.W.R. 

2 Nov  (DPM)  and  at  Grand  Isle  15  Nov  (ph.  |:j 
JTS,  MW).  Rare  se.  Louisiana  Vermilion  Fly-  ji 
catchers  included  very  early  females  at  New  : 
Orleans  29  Sep  (GO)  and  near  Thibodaux,  . 
Lafourche  30  Sep  (EJR),  and  a more  typically  ' 
late  male  at  B.S.N.W.R.  23  Nov  (DPM).  A ! 
voice-confirmed  Alder  Flycatcher  at  Chesney 
Prairie  N.A.,  Benton  8 Aug  (MAM,  DO,  JCN) 
added  to  the  few  solid  records  for  nw. 
Arkansas,  and  up  to  15  per  day  along  the  Red 
R.  at  Shreveport  9-17  Aug  (TD)  was  a good 
showing  for  n.  Louisiana  and  so  early.  A Say’s 
Phoebe  nw.  of  Kaplan,  Vcnnilion  9 Nov+  (GB, 
ph.  DBo)  was  presumably  the  same  individual 
that  spent  the  previous  winter  at  the  same  lo- 
cation; this  would  be  the  first  known  instance 
of  a “returnee”  in  Louisiana.  Still  a very  rare 
bird  in  Louisiana,  a Great  Kiskadee  was 
found  near  Klondike,  extreme  ne.  Cameron  4 
Nov-r  Games  W.  Beck,  ph.  RMG,  ph.  DP,  DBo, 
ph.  DLD,  SWC  et  al.).  There  were  only  two 
reports  of  Ash-throated  Flycatchers:  near 
Johnsons  Bayou,  Cameron  25  Oct  (ph.  PEC, 
ph.  DPM,  ph.  RDP,  PAW,  CCS)  and  at  New 
Orleans  9 Nov  (DPM).  Single  Scissor-tailed  i 
Flycatchers  near  Fayetteville  1 Nov  (MAM), 
at  Lonoke,  Cabot  2 Nov  (K&LN),  in  se.  Cle- 
burne 1 Nov  (TB),  and  2 near  Holla  Bend  I 
N.W.R.,  Yell  16  Nov  (K&LN)  were  all  late;  20  ! 

(plus  10  Western  Kingbirds!)  at  Diamond,  i 
Plaquemines  30  Nov  (DPM,  PAW)  were  in  the 
same  area  where  a mixed  flock  of  Tyrannus 
spent  the  previous  winter.  A White-eyed 
Vireo  in  Newton  25  Nov  Gack  Stewart)  was 
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quite  late  for  Arkansas.  Bell’s  Vireo  reports 
were  down  from  last  fall,  but  the  3 submitted 
were  particularly  interesting:  one  at  Mt.  Se- 
quoyah, Washington  30  Aug  (MAM)  repre- 
sented a rarely  detected  fall  migrant  in  nw. 
Arkansas;  one  at  Lafayette  5-6  Sep  (b.  PEC, 
ph.  DP)  added  to  the  very  few  well-docu- 
mented non-coastal  Louisiana  records  of  fall 
migrants;  and  an  apparent  returnee  from  the 
previous  fal!/winter  at  Reserve,  St.  John  the 
Baptist  12  Nov4-  (Ronald  J.  Stein,  MW,  RMG) 
would  be  the  first  such  case  known  for 
Louisiana.  A Blue-headed  Vireo  at  L.  Fayet- 
teville 12  Nov  (MAM)  was  late,  especially  for 
nw.  Arkansas. 

Eighteen  Tree  Swallows  at  S.EE  12  Nov 
(K&LN)  were  relatively  late  for  Arkansas.  An 
estimated  1300  Northern  Rough-winged 
Swallows  along  the  e.  edge  of  the  Atchafalaya 
Basin  in  Iberville/P ointe  Coupee  3 Aug  (PAW, 
DPM)  was  a surprisingly  high  number  of  ear- 
ly fall  transients.  Although  there  was  nothing 
close  to  a repeat  of  last  fall’s  mega-influx  of 
Cave  Swallows,  Regional  records  continued 
to  accumulate,  with  the  observation  of  2 at 
“Freshwater  City,”  se.  of  Pecan  I.,  Vermilion  2 
Aug  (possible  local  breeders?;  ph.  PEC),  8-10 
in  sw.  Jefferson  Davis/se.  Calcasieu  25  Oct 
(ph.  PEC,  vt.  PAW,  RDP,  DPM,  CCS),  and  one 
at  M.L.,  Hempstead  2 Sep  (CM);  the  last  bird, 
possibly  associated  with  Hurricane  Gustav, 
provided  Arkansas  with  its  3rd  record  and 
the  first  from  fall.  Two  Bewick’s  Wrens  in  the 
Cherokee  City  area,  Benton  31  Aug  OCN) 
were  thought  to  represent  local  breeders.  A 
Winter  Wren  at  L.  Fayetteville  4 Oct  (HDC) 
was  relatively  early  for  the  Region  and  broke 
the  previous  early  date  for  nw.  Arkansas  by 
one  day.  Also  very  early,  or  possibly  arriving 
for  late  nesting  attempts,  were  Sedge  Wrens 
at  Chesney  Prairie  N.A.  3 Aug  and  at  Pea 
Ridge  National  Military  Park,  Benton  24  Aug 
(both  JCN).  Four  Marsh  Wrens  at  N.EU.  24 
Sep  (DBo)  were  probably  early  migrants,  al- 
though a singing  individual  raises  the  possi- 
bility of  breeding  there.  A Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet  in  Claiborne  1 Sep  Qohn  Dillon)  was 
record  early  for  n.  Louisiana,  but,  amazingly, 
there  are  previous  coastal  records  from  as  ear- 
ly as  5 Sep.  A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at  Little 
Rock,  Pulaski  19  Oct  (Ed  Laster)  was  rela- 
tively late  for  Arkansas.  As  mentioned  last 
year,  there  are  surprisingly  few  fall  Gray- 
cheeked Thrush  occurrences  for  Arkansas,  so 
a well-described  individual  at  L.  Fayetteville 
18  Oct  (HDC)  was  noteworthy.  A Swainson’s 
Thrush  at  New  Orleans  9 Nov  (DPM)  was 
decidedly  late,  whereas  a Gray  Catbird  in 
lower  Plaquemines  near  Ft.  Jackson  9 Aug 
(DPM)  was  record  early  for  the  coast,  or  pos- 
sibly even  suggestive  of  a rare  coastal  breed- 
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This  levitating  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  was  a bright  spot  amidst  the  Hur- 
ricane Ike  devastation  at  Peveto  Beach  Woods,  Johnsons  Bayou,  Cameron 
Parish,  Louisiana  21  September  2008.  Photograph  by  Dave  Patton. 


ing  attempt.  An  amazing  count 
of  23  Sprague’s  Pipits  at  Dixie, 

Caddo  22  Nov  (TD,  CEL)  would 
be  Louisiana’s  3rd  highest  total 
ever.  An  ad.  plus  3 juv.  Cedar 
Waxwings  at  L.  Fayetteville  11 
Aug,  and  2 ads.  and  8 juvs.  there 
10  Sep  (both  JCN),  were  thought 
to  represent  family  groups  of  lo- 
cal breeders;  one  at  New  Orleans 
19  Oct  (ph.  DPM)  was  among 
the  top  ten  earliest  arrivals  ever 
for  Louisiana. 

WARBLERS 
THROUGH  FINCHES 

This  fall’s  prevailing  pattern  of  noteworthy 
warbler  records  was  overwhelmingly  in  favor 
of  late  stragglers,  led  off  by  a Northern  Parula 
at  Grand  Isle  23  Nov  (DBo,  EJR),  Yellow  War- 
blers at  C.N.F.  19  Oct  (ph.  DB)  and 
B.S.N.W.R.  2 Nov  (DPM),  a Magnolia  Warbler 
at  New  Orleans  9 Nov  (DPM),  a Chestnut- 
sided Warbler  there  10  Nov  (GO),  and  2 rare 
Black-throated  Blue  Warblers  at  Grand  Isle  15 
Nov  QTS,  MW).  An  estimated  300  Yellow- 
rumped  Warblers  in  e.  Orleans  18  Oct  (DPM), 
moving  northeastward  after  a frontal  passage, 
was  an  impressive  number  for  so  early.  Vying 
for  top  parulid  honors  was  a Black-throated 
Gray  Warbler  at  Johnsons  Bayou  21  Sep  (ph. 
PEC,  BMM,  ph.  DP),  only  the  4th  ever  Sep 
record  of  this  rare  Louisiana  transient.  A 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler  at  Shreveport  9 
Aug  (TD)  was  the  5th  earliest  record  for 
Louisiana.  Late  Yellow-throated  Warblers,  all 
thought  to  be  of  subspecies  albilora,  included 
one  at  Baton  Rouge  18  Oct-18  Nov  QVR,  JS, 
JH,  SWC),  2 separate  individuals  at  New  Or- 
leans 9-26  Nov  (DPM),  and  one  at  Grand  Isle 
23  Nov  (DBo,  EJR).  Prairie  Warblers  are  sel- 
dom detected  as  fall  migrants  in  s.-cen. 
Louisiana,  so  singles  at  Baton  Rouge  2 (DBo) 
& 26  Oct  OVR)  were  of  interest.  Palm  War- 
blers set  some  new  early  arrival  dates  in  some 
regions  of  the  Bayou  State,  with  one  at 
Barataria  National  Preserve,  Jefferson  17  Sep 
(DPM)  record  early  for  anywhere  in  s. 
Louisiana,  and  another  at  Plaucheville, 
Avoyelles  20  Sep  QS)  record  early  for  the  s.  in- 
terior. A Blackpoll  Warbler  at  the  Louisiana 
State  University  campus  in  Baton  Rouge  26 
Oct  OVR)  was  not  too  far  from  where  the  first 
Louisiana  fall  specimen  was  obtained  back  in 
1965;  there  are  still  only  a few  dozen  fall  oc- 
currences for  the  state,  and  only  about  five 
hard-evidence  records.  Rounding  out  the  list 
of  most-mentionable  late  warblers  was  a Pro- 
thonotary  at  L.  Fayetteville  19  Sep  (late  for 
Arkansas  and  latest  ever  for  the  nw.  corner; 
MAM),  an  Ovenbird  at  Grand  Isle  15  Nov 


QTS,  David  Sylvest),  and  a Northern  Wa- 
terthrush  at  New  Orleans  28  Nov  (DPM).  A 
Mourning  Warbler  at  Shreveport  21  Aug  (TD) 
was  early. 

Ten  Scarlet  Tanagers  at  the  Cave  Mountain 
area,  Newton  17  Sep  O^N)  was  a very  re- 
spectable day  total  and  might  even  be  com- 
petitive for  the  Arkansas  fall  high-count 
record.  An  ad.  male  Scarlet  in  Washington,  LA 
18  Nov  (CCS)  was  an  extremely  late  straggler, 
as  was  a Summer  Tanager  at  Cabot,  Lonoke, 
AR  23-28  Nov  (K&LN).  A Summer  Tanager 
at  K.C.G.O.M.  4 Nov  (ph.  BM)  tied  the  late 
date  for  a trans-Gulf  migrant;  an  ad.  male  at 
Baton  Rouge  27  Nov  (DBo)  was  most  likely 
wintering.  Clay-colored  Sparrows  are  scarce 
but  regular  mid-fall  migrants  through  w.  por- 
tions of  the  Region,  but  one  in  Metairie,  Jef- 
ferson 16  Oct  (ph.  Beth  Wiggins)  and  another 
at  K.C.G.O.M.  3 Nov  (ph.  BM,  LO)  were  un- 
expected visitors,  the  latter  possibly  having 
overshot  the  mainland;  individuals  near 
Fayetteville  1 Nov  (MAM)  and  at  Siloam 
Springs,  Benton  13  Nov  QCN)  were  very  late, 
there  being  only  a few  older  Arkansas  records 
from  Nov-Dec.  A juv.  Grasshopper  Sparrow 
at  W.WP  6-19  Aug  had  first  been  noticed  in 
Jul  (AD,  MAM),  suggesting  a rare  local  breed- 
ing event  in  nw.  Arkansas;  one  at  K.C.G.O.M. 
10  Nov  (along  with  a White-crowned  Spar- 
row there  7 Nov)  were  most  likely  mainland 
overshoots  (ph.  BM,  LO).  Nelson’s  Sharp- 
tailed Sparrows  are  only  rarely  detected  in  the 
Region’s  interior,  so  sightings  of  singles  far  in- 
land at  W.W.R  10  & 15  Oct  (both  JCN)  and 
up  to  2 at  B.K.N.W.R.  31  Oct-2  Nov  (DB,  DS, 
SH)  were  noteworthy;  10  in  uncut  rice  near 
Thornwell  26  Nov  (SWC)  were  presumably 
trying  to  winter  in  this  “substitute”  habitat 
due  to  Hurricane  Ike’s  devastation  of  the 
species’  preferred  salt  and  brackish  marshes 
on  the  immediate  coast.  A Swamp  Sparrow  at 
S.EU.  4 Oct  (DBo)  was  among  the  top  ten  ear- 
liest ever  for  Louisiana,  and  a Song  Sparrow  at 
B.S.N.W.R.  19  Oct  (PAW)  was  a new  early 
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record  for  the  coastal  zone.  A Chestnut-col- 
lared Longspur  photographed  at  M.L., 
Howard  19-20  Oct  (ph.  CM,  K&LN,  D&PBr) 
was  only  about  the  6th  for  Arkansas,  the  2nd 
from  fall,  and  the  first  since  1983.  A wintering 
Dickcissel  was  first  noted  at  a Baton  Rouge 
feeder  20  Nov  (vt.  JH). 

Rare  and  relatively  late  Bobolinks  included 
one  in  Arkansas,  AR  21  Sep  (DS,  SH,  Bill 
Shepherd),  3 detected  during  a corrective 
flight  of  other  passerines  at  Bayou  Sauvage 
N.W.R.  18  Oct  (DPM),  and  one  at  Johnsons 
Bayou  2 Nov  (DBo).  Several  reports  of  Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds  from  sw.  Louisiana  possi- 
bly indicated  that  the  species  is  becoming 
more  regular  there  (although  there  was  but  a 
single  report  during  fall  2007);  more  interest- 
ing away  from  sw.  Louisiana  were  3 at 
K.C.G.O.M.  5-9  Oct  (ph.  BM,  LO),  only  the 
3rd  fall  offshore  record,  and  3 at  Buras,  lower 
Plaquemines  16  Nov  (DPM,  CR,  vt.  PAW). 
Twenty-five  Great-tailed  Crackles  at  S.EU.  3 
Aug  (DPM,  PAW)  suggested  breeding  there; 
there  are  still  very  few  records  of  any  sort  for 


this  species  e.  of  the  Atchafalaya  Basin;  one  at 
Dardanelle  15  Nov  (K&LN)  was  unusually 
far  e.  in  Arkansas  and  apparently  a first  for 
Yell  Bronzed  Cowbirds  are  also  becoming 
more  expected  in  small  numbers  in  sw. 
Louisiana,  but  17  near  Sweet  L.  12  Oct  (PEC, 
BMM,  DP)  was  a relatively  high  number;  one 
near  St.  Gabriel  18  Nov  (SWC)  was  possibly 
the  first  Nov  occurrence  for  the  Baton  Rouge 
area.  A late  Baltimore  Oriole  at  Dixie  22  Nov 
(TD)  more  likely  may  have  been  attempting 
to  winter  in  nw.  Louisiana.  Possible  signals  of 
an  impending  strong  winter  incursion  of  Pine 
Siskins  included  one  near  Hayes,  Jefferson 
Davis  25  Oct  (only  a handful  of  other  Oct 
records;  PAW);  another  early  individual  near 
St.  Gabriel  3 Nov  (SWC);  numbers  of  up  to 
20-25  as  far  s.  as  Milton,  Lafayette  as  early  as 
26  Nov  (ph.  Erik  I.  Johnson);  and  one  as  far 
s.  as  Diamond,  Plaquemines  30  Nov  (DPM, 
PAW).  A flyby  flock  of  30  Red  Crossbills  at 
Mount  Magazine  S.P.,  Logan,  AR  25  Oct  (DSi) 
was  possibly  a local  first  and  the  only  report 
of  the  season. 
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The  job  of  compiling  observations  from 
across  Northern  Canada  comes  with  an 
inspired  sense  of  awe  for  the  remark- 
able nature  of  our  native  birds — not  only  for 
their  diversity  and  beauty  but  also  for  the 
enormous  survival  challenges  they  face  in  an 
often  harsh  and  changing  environment.  Con- 
sider the  thousands  of  shorebirds  staging  on 
the  shores  of  Akimiski  Island,  Nunavut, 
which  have  only  just  begun  a long  journey 
that  will  take  them  many  thousands  of  kilo- 


meters south  to  their  wintering 
grounds.  Then  there  are  the  inex- 
plicable forces  that  drive  unpre- 
dictable movements  of  birds  such 
as  the  waves  of  Alder  Flycatchers 
and  irruptions  of  chickadees  that 
were  observed  at  the  Teslin  Lake 
and  Albert  Creek  bird  observatories 
in  southern  Yukon  this  year.  Our 
birds  need  every  possible  advantage 
they  can  get  in  order  to  breed,  mi- 
grate, return  each  year,  and  thrive. 
The  responsibility  is  ours  to  make 
sure  that  happens  by  protecting  im- 
portant habitats,  conserving  wet- 
lands, eradicating  marine  pollution, 
reducing  our  ecological  footprint — 
especially  plastics  and  greenhouse  gases — and 
by  ensuring  a safe  environment  for  birds 
around  our  homes  and  communities. 

WATERFOWL 
THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

The  season’s  high  count  of  2000  American 
Wigeons  at  the  Whitehorse  sewage  ponds,  s. 
Yukon  was  recorded  10  Sep  (HG).  A large 
flock  of  about  1000  Mallards  was  at  Shallow 
Bay,  s.  Yukon  1 Oct  (IC,  HG).  The  waters 
around  Herschel  1.,  n.  Yukon  are  known  for 
their  importance  to  molting  and  staging  div- 
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ing  ducks;  a count  of  1000  Surf  Scoters  was 
recorded  there  16  Aug  (CE).  An  ad.  male 
Black  Scoter,  casual  in  s.  Yukon,  was  on 
Schwatka  L.  25-26  Aug  (ph.  HG;  CE);  anoth- 
er ad.  male  Black  Scoter  was  shot  by  duck 
hunters  at  Marsh  L.,  s.  Yukon  12  Sep  (ph. 
MaP,  MiP).  A count  of  1400  Long-tailed 
Ducks  was  made  around  Rowley/Spicer  Is. 
near  Igloolik,  Nunavut  4 Oct  (WR).  Four 
Hooded  Mergansers,  rare  in  the  Yukon,  were 
at  Chadburn  L.  21  Sep  (PS).  Red-throated 
Loons  were  observed  migrating  s.  on  Teslin 
L.,  s.  Yukon  in  good  numbers,  with  32  on  4 
Sep  and  17  on  5 Sep  QJa);  a count  of  17  Red- 
throated  Loons,  also  high  for  s.  Yukon,  was 
recorded  at  L.  Laberge  12  Sep  (HG).  Yellow- 
billed  Loon  reports  included  an  ad.  at  Salmon 
R.  Delta,  Baffin  I.,  Nunavut  24  Aug  (AD,  WR); 
2 molting  ads.  near  Bray  I.,  Nunavut  4 Oct 
(WR);  and  3 ads.  and  a juv.  near  Steensby  In- 
let off  the  Cockburn  R.,  Nunavut  11  Oct 
(WR).  An  Eared  Grebe,  casual  in  s.  Yukon, 
was  at  Whitehorse  8 Aug  (tHG,  BSu). 

A juv.  Northern  Harrier  was  at  Arviat, 
Nunavut  25  Aug  (NL,  LR).  Swainson’s  Hawk 
is  a casual  fall  migrant  in  s.  Yukon;  migration 
watches  at  Teslin  Lake  B.O.  recorded  2 on  30 
Aug,  one  on  2 Sep,  and  one  on  24  Sep  OJ^)- 
Unusually  low  numbers  of  American  Coots 
were  present  at  the  Whitehorse  sewage  ponds 
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r k With  this  issue,  we  expand  our  regional  coverage  to  include  the  islands  of  Greenland  (or  Kalaallit  Nunaat,  in  the 
=3  fl  Kalaaliisut  language),  east  of  our  region  but  geographicaliy  and  ethnically  very  much  of  a piece  with  Arctic  Cana- 
da. Since  the  early  days  of  European  exploration,  Greenland  has  been  politically  associated  with  Europe,  and  for  the  past 
several  centuries,  Greenland  has  been  ruled  and  administrated  by  Denmark.  However,  in  1 979,  Denmark  granted  Green- 
land "home  rule, "and  2008,  Greenland  voted  to  become  a separate  country  within  the  Kingdom  of  Denmark,  effective 
June  2009.  The  world's  largest  island  that  is  not  a continent,  Greenland  may  actually  consist  of  three  large  islands 
capped  by  ice.  From  Qaanaaq,  Greenland  to  Ellesmere  Island,  Canada,  the  distance  is  about  230  kilometers  (140 
miles) — a comparative  stone's  throw  to  a bird. 

Why  Greenland,  and  why  now?  The  American  Ornithologists'  Union  is  likely  to  add  Greenland  to  its  (heck-list  area 
soon.  But  Greenland,  the  least  densely  populated  country  in  the  world,  does  not  produce  a bounty*  of  bird  records,  as 
birding  as  a practice  is  not  widespread  there,  and  birdiog  visitors  are  few.  So  why  now? 

We  include  Greenland  not  for  novelty  or  geographic  completeness  (bird  records  from  Greenland  would  add  only  ten 
species  to  the  American  Birding  Association  Checklist,  for  instance:  Water  Rail,  Spotted  Crake,  Eurasian  Spoonbill,  Oriental 
Plover,  Scaly  Thrush,  White's  Thrush,  Blackcap,  Meadow  Pipit,  Hooded  Crow,  Rook) — but  because  Greenland's  birds  are  our 
birds;  because  Greenland,  like  Arctic  Canada,  is  a canary  in  the  coalmine  of  the  global  climate  crisis;  and  because  Green- 
land, moving  from  its  status  as  a federacy  to  a newly  minted,  essentially  independent  nation,  will  be  making  critical  deci- 
sions about  birds  whose  populations  hang  in  the  balance.  Many  of  these  species  winter  in  North  America  or  Europe  or  pass 
through  our  realms  during  migration.  Some  colonies  have  disappeared;  others  have  declined  by  as  much  as  90%. 

In  2001,  Greenland's  government  imposed  the  Bird  Protection  Act,  making  it  illegal  to  hunt  birds  returning  to  breed, 
between  15  February  and  autumn.  This  was  the  country's  first  legislation  promoting  the  sustainable  use  of  wildlife.  But 
just  two  years  after  this  law  had  passed,  pressure  from  hunters — who  make  up  almost  20%  of  the  population — re- 
versed the  decision,  and  the  impact  of  the  spring  and  summer  killing  on  species  such  as  Thick-billed  Murre,  Common  Ei- 
der, Black-legged  Kittiwake  has  been  staggering.  Forty  years  ago,  Greenland  possessed  more  than  1 00,000  large  seabird 
colonies,  but  decades  of  egg  collecting  and  hunting  have  reduced  these  to  a few  hundred.  The  half-million  Thick-biiled 
Murres  that  bred  in  the  Uummannaq  area  in  the  past  have  been  vanished — exterminated.  Common  Eider  populations 
are  Just  barely  20%  of  their  1965  levels,  according  to  the  institute  for  Natural  Resources  in  the  capital  of  Nuuk.  In  North 
America,  one  would  have  to  look  back  almost  a century  to  find  comparable  "overharvest"  of  a bird  species. 

The  Greenland  bird  conservation  group  Timmiaq  contends,  rightly,  that  most  of  the  shooting  is  recreational  rather 
than  for  food  or  profit.  Moreover,  bycatch  of  seabirds  in  gillnets,  disturbance  of  seabird  colonies  by  boats  and  helicop- 
ters and  sled-dogs,  and  almost  certainly  the  disruption  of  the  ecosystem  by  warming  seas  further  depress  populations. 
Greenland's  government  does  acknowledge  the  dire  situation.  Biologists  from  Environment  Canada,  the  Greenland  Na- 
ture Institute,  and  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  have  developed  population  models  that  show  current  lev- 
els of  eider  hunting  in  Greenland  could  be  too  high  to  sustain  the  health  of  the  population. 

Why  Greenland  now?  Because  a consortium  of  bird  conservation  groups  launched  a campaign  on  1 May  2008  to  stop 
the  slaughter  of  breeding  birds  in  Greenland,  and  it  is  time  that  North  American  Birds  acknowledge  this  giant  neighbor, 
whose  bird  records  are  not  included  in  either  Palearctic  or  Nearctic  journals.  Because  in  connecting  ourselves  with  this 
awe-inspiring  island,  we  hope  to  raise  awareness  of  both  its  avian  riches  and  its  conservation  challenges.  For  those  of 
you  who  visit  Greenland,  please  send  us  your  field  notes,  photographs,  and  stories,  and  we  will  do  as  much  as  we  can  to 
countenance  them  in  these  pages. 


this  fall;  the  high  count  was  just  14  on  1 Sep 
(BD,  HG).  Ongoing  studies  at  Akimiski  I., 
Nunavut  continue  to  shed  light  on  shorebird 
migration  in  the  s.  James  Bay  region;  peak 
numbers  this  season  included  92  Semi- 
palmated  Plovers  6 Aug,  150  Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs  2 Aug,  135  Lesser  Yellowlegs  9 Aug, 
56  Hudsonian  Godwits  5 Aug,  8 Marbled 
GodvAts  10  Aug  (with  the  first  4 juvs.  seen 
12  Aug),  100  Red  Knots  24  Aug,  3316  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers  9 Aug,  and  4693  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers  9 Aug  (KA,  JI  et  al);  an- 
other highlight  was  Nunavut’s  first  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  (2  juvs.)  13  Aug  (BW,  ph.  JI). 
Satellite  tracking  of  Marbled  Godwits  from 
Akimiski  I.  saw  birds  traveling  s.  to  North 
Dakota,  South  Dakota,  and  se.  Colorado  (fide 
BO).  Highlights  of  an  unusually  weak  shore- 
bird  migration  in  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  this 
year  were  an  ad.  Ruddy  Turnstone  1 1 & 22 
Aug  (HG),  a Black  Turnstone  22  Aug  (ph. 
HG),  and  another  Black  Turnstone  on  the 
Yukon  R.  26  Aug  (tJeB,  YL).  Surveys  in  the 
Baffin  I.,  Nunavut  region  of  the  High  Arctic 
produced  a number  of  interesting  observa- 
tions, including  three  broods  of  Common 
Ringed  Plovers  at  s.  Milne  Inlet  9 Aug  (AD, 
WR);  a juv.  Common  Ringed  Plover  at  Iqaluit 
12  Aug  (ph.  BDL);  an  ad.  Semipalmated 
Plover  with  a newly  fledged  young,  at  the 
edge  of  the  species’  breeding  range,  at  Igloo- 
lik  1-3  Aug  (AD,  ph.  WR);  a Killdeer,  far  n.  of 
its  range,  at  Roberston  R.  delta  23  Aug  (AD, 
WR);  a juv.  Least  Sandpiper  at  Igloolik  2 Aug 
(AD,  ph.  WR);  250  Red  Phalaropes  at  Igloo- 
lik 8 Sep  (BDL;  AD,  WR);  and  a flock  of  110 
Purple  Sandpipers  at  Igloolik  4 Oct  (AD, 
WR),  which  seemed  late,  but  perhaps  not 
surprising,  given  the  species’  northerly  win- 
ter range.  Elsewhere  in  the  Region,  coverage 
of  fall  shorebird  migration  is  thin;  notewor- 
thy observations  were  a juv.  Hudsonian  God- 
wit  at  Hay  River,  NWT  4 Aug  (GV);  12 
Sanderlings  at  Avadlek  Spit,  Herschel  I.,  n. 
Yukon  16  Aug  (ph.  CE);  single  juv.  Sander- 
lings at  Teslin  L.,  s.  Yukon  19  & 21  Aug  and 
7 Sep  (Jja);  and  2 juv.  Western  Sandpipers 
Herschel  I.,  n.  Yukon  18  Aug  (ph.  CE). 

GULLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Teslin  Lake  B.O.  produced  an  interesting  se- 
ries of  Parasitic  Jaeger  observations;  the 
species  was  observed  on  28  days  from  7 
Aug-24  Sep,  with  a high  count  of  8 on  6 Sep; 
all  but  2 were  light  morphs  OJ^)-  A second- 
cycle  California  Gull,  a rare  fall  s.  Yukon  mi- 
grant, was  at  Whitehorse  26  Aug  (ph.  CE). 
An  ad.  Glaucous-winged  Gull  present  on  Her- 
schel I.,  n.  Yukon  for  the  4th  consecutive  year 
was  noted  daily  15-21  Aug  (ph.  CE).  Another 
ad.  Glaucous-winged  Gull  was  at  Inuvik, 


NWT  21  Aug  (CE).  Sabine’s  Gull  is  a very  rare 
interior  fall  migrant;  observations  from  the 
Teslin  Lake  B.O.  were  a juv.  8 Aug,  2 (ad.  and 
juv.)  2 Sep,  and  an  ad.  4 Sep  QJa)-  Two  ad. 
Ivory  Gulls  with  2 newly  fledged  young  were 
at  Razorback  Pt.,  Baffin  I.,  Nunavut  31  Aug 
(AD,  WR).  The  Black  Guillemot  population 
on  Herschel  L,  n.  Yukon  now  numbers  about 
40  ads.,  similar  to  that  recorded  since  2006 
but  still  well  below  counts  of  over  100  guille- 
mots recorded  in  the  mid-1980s;  nest  surveys 
this  year  recorded  17  nests  with  25  chicks, 
which  was  the  highest  in  the  past  four  years 
(CE,  DA,  LJM,  EM). 

A family  of  Snowy  Owls  (2  ads.,  2 juvs.)  was 


seen  daily  at  Pauline  Cove,  Herschel  L,  n. 
Yukon  15-21  Aug  (ph.  CE,  MM,  EN).  Snowy 
Owls  are  rarely  seen  elsewhere  in  the  Yukon  in 
fall;  one  was  reported  from  Haines  Junction, 
sw.  Yukon  29  Oct  (LP;  CO;  DO),  and  another 
was  at  Mayo,  cen.  Yukon  29  Oct-5  Nov 
(MOD).  A Great  Gray  Owl,  rare  in  the  Yukon’s 
Southern  Lakes  region,  was  seen  near  Menden- 
hall 12  & 20  Nov  (RS;  SB).  Short-eared  Owl  re- 
ports included  3 at  Mayo  21  Oct  (BSc),  one  at 
the  Takhini  burn,  s.  Yukon  27  Oct  OuB),  6 
along  the  Alaska  Hwy.  between  Haines  Junc- 
tion and  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  28  Oct  (WRi), 
one  near  Carcross,  s.  Yukon  1 Nov  (RS),  and 
one  just  s.  of  Steward  Crossing,  cen.  Yukon  4 
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The  Yuton  Territory's  second  well-doi  i ni  nts  J record  of  Nashville  Warbler  was  provided  by  this  hatch-year  female  banded  at 
the  Teslin  Lake  Bird  Observatory  23  September  2008.  Photograph  byMkaJantumn. 


Nov  (MOD).  A late  Common  Nighthawk  was 
seen  n.  of  Great  Slave  L.,  NWT  1 Sep  (SaM, 
StM).  Alder  Flycatchers  outnumbered  every 
other  migrant  at  the  Teslin  Lake  B.O.  this  fall, 
with  an  amazing  total  of  811  banded  QJa);  the 
Observatory  also  netted  9 Yellow-bellied,  6 
Hammonds,  one  Dusky,  and  2 Least  Flycatch- 
ers between  7 Aug  and  24  Sep  QJa)-  A.  wave  of 
Alder  Flycatchers  was  also  recorded  at  Albert 
Creek  B.O.,  se.  Yukon,  with  202  banded  along 
with  11  Least,  7 Hammond’s,  and  2 Yellow-bel- 
lied 24  Jul-20  Sep  OJo)-  A Philadelphia  Vireo 
was  seen  but  not  netted  at  the  Albert  Creek 
B.O.  3 Aug  OJo,  AR). 

A Black-billed  Magpie,  very  rare  in  se. 
Yukon,  was  seen  at  Albert  Cr.  18  Sep  OJo);  an- 
other at  Mayo,  cen.  Yukon  6 Oct  provided  the 
first  local  record  (MOD).  A pair  of  Barn  Swal- 
lows building  a very  late  nest  6 Aug  made  a 
first  local  record  at  Arviat,  Nunavut  (NL,  ph. 
LR).  An  exceptional  southbound  movement 
of  chickadees  was  recorded  at  the  Teslin  Lake 
B.O.  7 Aug-27  Sep:  banders  netted  138  Bore- 
als,  57  Black-capped,  16  Mountains,  plus  one 
Chestnut-backed  Chickadee  (the  Yukon’s 
2nd  ever)  on  17  Sep,  and  a Boreal  Chickadee 
X Mountain  Chickadee  hybrid  on  25  Sep  (ph. 
jja).  A female  Northern  Wheatear  with  a new- 
ly fledged  young  was  at  Pond  Inlet,  Nunavut 
5 Aug  (AD,  WR).  This  species  is  only  casual- 
ly reported  in  fall  in  the  Yukon;  one  was  seen 
at  the  headwaters  of  Skookum  Cr.,  s.  Yukon 
27  Aug  (GW,  MW),  and  4 could  still  be  found 
in  breeding  habitat  on  Mt.  Hare,  cen.  Yukon 
27-29  Aug  (LG,  JH).  An  American  Robin, 
well  n.  of  its  range,  was  seen  at  s.  Milne  Inlet 
on  n.  Baffin  1.,  Nunavut  9 Aug  (AD,  TE,  GP, 
WR).  Cedar  Waxwing  is  a rare  breeder  in  s. 
Yukon;  a pair  of  ads.  and  5 fledglings  at  Teslin 
L.  were  observed  as  the  young  departed  the 
nest  during  27  Jul-1  Aug  (ph.  AS);  2 ads.  and 


a recently  fledged  juv.  were  still  near  their 
nest  site  in  Whitehorse  6 Aug  (HG).  Seven 
Cedar  Waxwings  were  noted  at  Albert  Cr.  15 
Sep  OJo). 


Table  1 .Total  number  of  warblers  banded  at  Albert  Creek 
and  Teslin  Lake  Bird  Observatories,  southern  Yukon. 

Species  | Albert  Creek 

Teslin  lake 

Tennessee  Warbler  | 28 

0 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

87 

101 

Nashville  Warbler 

0 

1 

Yellow  Warbler 

93 

486 

Magnolia  Warbler 

38 

1 

Cape  May  Warbler 

2 

0 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

106 

50 

Biackpoll  Warbler 

19 

47 

American  Redstart 

90 

10 

Northern  Waterthrush 

195 

46 

MacGillivray's  Warbler 

0 

1 

Common  Yellowthroat 

191 

66 

Wilson's  Warbler 

143 

113 

A record-late  Orange-crowned  Warbler  was 
clinging  to  life  and  facing  an  impending  cold 
snap  to  -20°  C in  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  30  Oct 
(ph.  TMK).  The  Yukon’s  2nd  well-document- 
ed Nashville  Warbler,  a hatch-year  female, 
was  banded  at  the  Teslin  Lake  B.O.  23  Sep 
(ph.  Jja).  Southern  Yukon  fall  banding  totals 
from  Albert  Creek  B.O.  0Jo>  TMK)  located 
near  Watson  L.,  se.  Yukon,  and  Teslin  Lake 
B.O.  OJa,  BSc),  located  about  200  km  due  w., 
provide  a nice  comparison  of  warbler  migra- 
tion across  the  w.  edge  of  the  range  for  a num- 
ber of  species  (Table  1).  A hatch-year  Ameri- 
can Redstart  at  Arviat,  Nunavut  2 Sep  died  de- 
spite attempts  at  hand-feeding  it  flies  (NL,  ph. 
LR);  another  was  seen  there  8 Sep  (NL). 

Rare  sparrows  seen  in  the  Whitehorse 


area,  s.  Yukon  were  a Song  Sparrow  at  Porter 
Creek  17-20  Sep  (ph.  CE,  PS)  and  a juv. 
White-throated  Sparrow  at  the  Takhini  hot 
springs  28  Sep  (ph.  CE).  A streaming  flock  of 
about  300  migrant  sparrows,  mostly  White- 
crowned,  was  noted  at  Porter  Creek,  White- 
horse, s.  Yukon  29  Aug  (PS).  Lapland- 
Longspur  migration  peaked  at  Herschel  L,  n. 
Yukon  16  Aug,  with  a count  of  500  (CE); 
Herschel’s  last  Lapland  Longspur  of  the  sea- 
son was  seen  20  Sep  (EH,  AK).  Three  Red- 
winged Blackbirds,  unexpected  so  far  n., 
were  at  Pond  Inlet,  Nunavut  20  Aug  (AD, 
’WR).  An  ad.  male  Common  Crackle,  the 
Yukon’s  5th,  in  Whitehorse  9 Oct-15  Nov 
was  found  freshly  dead  of  cold  and  starva- 
tion on  the  last  date  (ph.  CE;  BD;  HG;  PS). 
Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch  is  rarely  seen  dur- 
ing fall  migration  in  the  Yukon;  a flock  of  9 
was  at  a feeder  10  km  n.  of  Mayo,  cen.  Yukon 
during  the  last  week  in  Oct  {fide  MOD);  2 
were  seen  at  Destruction  Bay,  sw.  Yukon  1-4 
Nov  (MF);  of  the  interior  subspecies  visited 
a Faro  feeder,  cen.  Yukon  17  Nov  (ph.  TJ); 
and  one  was  at  L.  Laberge,  s.  Yukon  21  Nov 
(KO).  An  exceedingly  tame  Hoary  Redpoll 
photographed  at  Arviat,  Nunavut  25  Oct 
(NL,  ph.  LR)  had  a deep-based  bill  sugges- 
tive of  the  nominate  subspecies  from  Green- 
land. The  small  population  of  House  Spar- 
rows in  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  didn’t  exactly 
explode  last  summer;  the  highest  count  of 
the  season,  22  on  3 Nov  (CE),  was  quite  sim- 
ilar to  that  recorded  in  2007. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Ken  Abraham,  Deon  Arey,  Julie  Bauer 
OuB),  Jeremy  Baumbach  O^B),  Sylvie  Binette, 
Andrew  Davis,  Bruce  Di  Labio  (BDL),  Boris 
Dobrowolsky,  lone  Christensen,  Cameron 
Eckert,  Ted  Elliott,  Marsha  Flummerfelt,  Lin- 
da Gerrand,  Helmut  Grtinberg,  Elizabeth 
Hofer,  Jurg  Hofer,  Jean  Iron,  Jukka  Jantunen 
(JJa),  JillianJohnston  (JJo),  Tanjajurasz,  Alice 
Kenney,  Nadine  Lamoureux,  Yvette  Lepage, 
Lee  John  Meeyok  (LJM),  Edward  McLeod, 
Marina  Milligan,  Sandra  Moore  (SaM),  Steve 
Moore  (StM),  Ted  Murphy-Kelly,  Erin 
Neufeld,  Mark  O’Donoghue  (MOD),  Bridget 
Olson,  Caley  Osborne,  Debbie  Osborne,  Katie 
Ostrom,  Lisa  Pauls,  Gerald  Perron,  Mac 
Prawdzik  (MaP),  Mike  Prawdzik  (MiP), 
Wayne  Renaud,  Wolf  Riedl  (WRi),  Lynne 
Rollin,  Amber  Rudd,  Ben  Schonewille  (BSc), 
Pam  Sinclair,  Adam  Skratkowski,  Rick  Staley, 
Robert  Stitt,  Betty  Sutton  (BSu),  Douglas  Tate 
(Northwest  Territories),  Gary  Vizniowski,  Ben 
Walters,  Gerry  Whitley,  Mary  Whitley.  O 
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Peter  Taylor 

Temperatures  were  generally  mild 
across  the  Region,  with  southern  Al- 
berta in  particular  enjoying  a pro- 
longed “Indian  Summer.”  It  was  dry,  except 
for  parts  of  Manitoba,  which  experienced 
heavy  rains  in  August  and  early  September. 
Some  large  bodies  of  water,  such  as  Beaverhill 
Lake  in  Alberta  and  Reed  Lake  in 
Saskatchewan,  were  almost  or  completely  dry. 
Shorebird  habitat  was  at  a premium.  Al- 
though wintry  weather  arrived  in  Manitoba  in 
early  November,  it  did  not  become  very  cold, 
and  initial  snow  accumulations  were  light. 
Farther  west,  there  was  virtually  no  snow  on 
the  ground.  Outstanding  highlights  were  2 
Pygmy  Nuthatches,  a Lucy’s  Warbler,  and  a 
Yellow-throated  Warbler,  all  in  Alberta. 

Abbreviations:  L.M.B.O.  (Last  Mountain 
B.O.,  SK);  RS.L.  (Piitaistakis-South  Living- 
stone, AB). 

GEESE  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

For  the  first  time  in  years,  large  numbers  of 
Snow  Geese  staged  in  se.  Manitoba.  For  the 
3rd  consecutive  year,  a Bewick’s  Swan  was  in 
s.  Alberta,  this  time  an  ad.  at  Clear  L.  9 Nov 
(TK).  Notable  duck  concentrations  included 
90+  Wood  Ducks  at  Grants  L.,  MB  4 Sep  (KG), 
2000  Gadwalls  at  Weed  L.,  AB  12  Oct  (ASl), 
and  30  Cinnamon  Teal  at  the  latter  location  17 
Aug  (RB).  A single  Cinnamon  Teal  at  White- 
water  L.,  MB  3 Aug  was  rare  (CA  et  al).  Scot- 
ers were  in  their  lowest  numbers  in  years, 
with  30+  Surfs  reported  in  Alberta  and  only  5 
in  Saskatchewan  and  8 in  s.  Manitoba— and 
but  a single  Black  Scoter  in  each  province.  No- 
table were  5+  Long-tailed  Ducks  in  Kananask- 
is  Country,  AB  10-17  Nov  (BW,  ND)  and  up  to 
4 Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  at  Buena  Vista  Beach, 
SK  23  Oct-7  Nov  (BL,  SW).  Clear  L.  hosted 
3000+  Common  Goldeneyes  23  Nov  and 
3000+  Ruddy  Ducks  13  Sep  (both  TK). 

Balmy  weather  delayed  the  arrival  of  Rock 
Ptarmigan  in  the  Churchill,  MB  area.  Sharp- 
tailed Grouse  are  becoming  a regular  species 


near  Churchill,  with  singles  noted  in  town  31 
Oct  (ph.  EB)  and  at  nearby  Dymond  L.  7 Nov 
(DF).  Loons  were  scarce:  single  Red-throated 
Loons  were  at  Last  Mountain  L.,  SK  19  Oct 
(BL),  Hecla  L,  MB  23-30  Oct  (ph.  BSh),  and 
Ghost  Res.,  AB  20  Nov  QM,  MM),  and  just  4 
Pacific  Loons  were  reported  in  Alberta 
(m.ob.).  Baptiste  L.,  AB  held  65  Common 
Loons  7 Aug  (DSt),  and  Yellow-billeds  were  at 
Diefenbaker  Dam,  SK  3 Oct  (FR,  m.ob.), 
Banff  N.P.,  AB  26  Oct  QP),  and  Pine  Coulee 
Res.,  AB  23  Nov  (TK).  Peak  Great  Egret  num- 
bers in  Manitoba  were  10  at  Whitewater  L.  5 
Aug  (GG,  RK,  PT)  and  20  in  the  Shoal  Lakes 
area  21  Aug  (RK,  PT).  One  between  Insinger 
and  Sheho  29  Aug  provided  the  only 
Saskatchewan  sighting  of  the  year  (LdM).  Up 
to  3 Snowy  Egrets  were  at  Whitewater  L. 
Aug-Sep  (CC,  m.ob.).  Outside  of  s.  Alberta 
and  Whitewater  L.,  where  White-faced  Ibis 
are  well  established,  singles  were  seen  near 
Deleau,  MB  4 Aug  (CA  et  al.)  and  at  Last 
Mountain  Lake  N.W.R.  20  Sep  (G&RT). 

Reports  of  late,  out-of-range  Turkey  Vul- 
tures at  Churchill,  4 & 20  Oct,  probably  in- 
volved the  same  bird  (ph.  ES;  SB).  Diurnal 
raptors  generated  few  re- 
ports: most  noteworthy 
were  200+  Broad-winged 
Hawks  at  Windygates,  MB  8 
Sep  (LB),  86  Swainson’s 
Hawks  along  3 km  of  road 
near  Swift  Current,  SK  4 
Aug  (LD,  MD,  RD),  and  a 
tardy  Eerruginous  Hawk  at 
Irricana,  AB  7 Nov  (MC, 

BB).  At  the  RS.L.  raptor 
watch,  8059  raptors  includ- 
ing 5127  Golden  Eagles 
were  tallied  on  83  days,  25 
Aug-19  Nov  (PSh  et  al.). 

The  peak  Golden  Eagle 
count  was  626  on  13  Oct 
(BWn),  with  386  the  same 
day  at  Mt.  Lorette  (DP),  while  140  Northern 
Goshawks  in  Oct  provided  a new  monthly 
high  at  RS.L. 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Virginia  Rail  is  a scarce  species  in  Alberta,  so 
reports  of  3 ads.  at  Calling  L.  6 Aug  and  3 
juvs.  at  Charron  L.  7 Aug  (both  DSt),  plus 
one  near  Strathmore  4 Oct  (RWo),  were  no- 
table. A Sora  at  Red  Rock  L.,  MB  2 63:  4 Nov 
was  very  late  QCh).  Shorebirds  elicited  few 
comments,  mainly  because  they  were  very  lo- 
calized. A flock  of  400  American  Golden- 
Rlovers  at  Whitewater  L.  18  Sep  was  one  of 
the  largest  reported  in  recent  years  (CC).  Two 
Semipahnated  Rlovers  at  Whitewater  L.  18 
Oct  were  very  late  (MY,  MR),  as  were  24 


American  Avocets  at  Whitewater  L.  24  Oct 
(CC),  a Greater  Yellowlegs  at  Clear  L.  9 Nov 
(TK),  5 Stilt  Sandpipers  at  Oak  Hammock 
Marsh,  MB  15  Oct  (RK),  and  a Long-billed 
Dowitcher  at  Weed  L.  11  Nov  (TK).  A Ruff 
near  Langdon,  AB  10-11  Aug  was  the  only 
real  rarity  (BS,  m.ob.). 

Eive  Sabine’s  Gulls  were  reported  in  Alber- 
ta 6-27  Sep  (m.ob.).  A Little  Gull  was  at 
Chestermere  L.,  AB  23  Sep  (TK);  another  vis- 
ited Buffalo  Rt.,  MB  4-5  Oct  (VR).  Mew  Gulls 
were  prominent  in  Alberta,  especially  at  Cal- 
gary, where  17+  were  noted  (TK  et  al.).  A pos- 
sible Vega  Herring  Gull  was  at  Calgary  22 
Nov  (TK).  Over  40  Thayer’s  Gulls  were  tallied 
in  Alberta,  again  mainly  at  Calgary  (TK), 
while  4 were  found  at  Wascana  Marsh,  SK  9- 
1 1 Nov  (DS,  BE,  SW,  BL)  and  one  was  at  Vic- 
toria Beach,  MB  16  & 27  Oct  (ph.  RRo; 
m.ob.).  A large  Calgary  landfill  site  attracted  3 
different  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls,  variously 
13  Oct-8  Nov,  plus  a Slaty-backed  Gull  13 
Oct  (all  TK),  Wascana  Marsh,  SK  held  an 
imm.  Glaucous  Gull  9 Nov  and  2 ads.  14-17 
Nov  (BL).  A first-cycle  Great  Black-backed 
Gull  visited  Edmonton,  AB  7-21  Nov  (GR, 


m.ob.,  ph.).  Two  Caspian  Terns  at  Eireweed  1. 
near  Churchill  8-9  Aug  were  rare  so  far  north 
(QP).  A Parasitic  Jaeger  at  RS.L.  10  Oct  was  a 
rare  flyby  (VM). 

Snowy  Owl  reports  started  to  come  in  on 
18-19  Oct  from  across  the  s.  prairies,  much 
earlier  than  usual.  There  was  a high  propor- 
tion of  juvs.,  and  some  of  those  in 
Saskatchewan  were  apparently  weak.  Num- 
bers remained  fairly  high  into  winter.  Near 
Brooks,  AB,  21  were  counted  in  about  4 km  of 
road  on  15  Nov  (JM,  MM,  JR),  while  28  were 
nearby  along  2 km  of  road  27  Nov  (PS). 
Northern  Hawk  Owls  were  prominent  in  se. 
Manitoba  (m.ob.),  while  10  were  tallied  in  the 
Chisholm,  AB  area  29-30  Nov  (GR  et  al.). 
Dried-out  Beaverhill  L.  continues  to  attract 


Turkey  Vultures  are  rare  at  Churchill,  Manitoba  at  any  time  of  year,  but  this  one, 
found  4 October  2008,  was  also  quite  late.  Another  Turkey  Vulture  there  20  October 
was  probably  the  same  bird.  Photograph  by  Elaine  Sinclair. 
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Alberta's  third  Pygmy  Nuthatch  lingered  at  Mountain  View  2-13  (here  3) 
October  2008.  The  province's  first  and  second  records  came  in  September 
2007  and  August  2008.  Photograph  by  Terry  Korolyk. 


This  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher,  present  at  Blackstrap  Lake,  Saskatchewan 
2-10  (here  8)  November  2008,  provided  the  province's  twelfth  record. 
Photograph  by  Nick  Saunders. 


Short-eared  Owls;  30-h  were  counted  30  Nov 
(GR  et  al.).  During  the  season,  256  Northern 
Saw-whet  Owls  were  banded  at  Nisbet  Forest, 
ne.  of  Prince  Albert,  SK  (FIF). 

Peak  counts  of  Common  Nighthawk  in 
Aug  were  50-t-  at  Pinawa,  MB  (PT,  RZ),  70  at 
Eastend,  SK  (KH),  and  90  at  Val  Marie,  SK 
QC).  A northerly  Chimney  Swift  roost  at  The 
Pas,  MB,  attracted  34-i-  birds  5-9  Aug  (BWa  et 
al.),  while  4 at  Morden,  MB  22  Aug  were  lo- 
cally rare  (P63:VG).  Rare  in  Manitoba  were  a 
Rufous  Hummingbird  at  Steinbach  17  Oct 


(AL,  ph.)  and  a Red-bellied  Wood- 
pecker at  Headingley  26-28  Oct 
(LN).  A Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
lingered  at  Winnipeg  5 Nov  (RP). 

PASSERINES 

A Hammond’s  Flycatcher  banded  at 
Calgary  27  Aug  was  a local  rarity 
(fide  TK).  Rarer  still  was 
Saskatchewan’s  12th  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  at  Blackstrap  L.  2-10  Nov 
(MHa,  MW,  ph.).  A Yellow-throated 
Vireo  at  Regina,  SK  29  Sep  was  rare 
and  late  (DS,  BL),  and  a Red-eyed 
Vireo  at  Winnipeg  2 Nov  was  record 
late  QW).  A Violet-green  Swallow 
was  seen  al  L.M.B.O.  22  Aug  (fide 
AS).  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  had  a 
poor  night  in  s.  Manitoba  but  a 
strong  movement  at  P.S.L.,  with 
2000+  noted  in  the  first  half  of  Sep 
there  (PSh).  Following  Alberta’s  first 
record  in  fall  2007,  2 Pygmy 
Nuthatches  were  found  this  season: 
one  was  near  Frank  5 Aug  (PSh), 
while  another  delighted  observers  at 
Mountain  View  2-13  Oct  (NW, 
m.ob.,  ph.).  A Carolina  Wren  at 
Winnipeg  11  Oct  proved  elusive 
(RK,  m.ob.).  Both  Saskatchewan  and 
Manitoba  had  2 Townsend’s  Soli- 
taires, well  down  from  last  year’s  in- 
cursion. Record  numbers  of  Gray-cheeked, 
Swainson's,  and  Hermit  Thrushes  were  banded 
at  L.M.B.O.  (fide  AS).  Otherwise,  Catharus 
thrush  migration  was  subdued,  except  for 
strong  movements  of  Swainson’s  Thrushes  at 
Winnipeg  28  Aug  and  6 Sep  (RK).  A Brown 
Thrasher  at  a Churchill  feeder  8 Nov  was  rare 
and  late  (DH,  BSu  el  al). 

Warbler  migration  was  steady  in  se.  Mani- 
toba, with  one  major  wave  27-28  Aug.  Late 
Orange-crowned  Warblers  were  at  Banff  N.P 
9 Nov  (DE)  and  at  Calgary  16  Nov  (CCo). 

The  usefulness  of  the  Internet  was 
shown  when  an  unusual  bird,  ini- 
tially identified  as  a Virginia’s  War- 
bler, visited  Ft  McMurray,  AB  8-10 
Nov  (CM).  Photographs  were  circu- 
lated, and  eventually  the  bird  was 
identified  by  David  Sibley  as  Cana- 
da’s first  Lucy’s  Warbler.  A tardy 
Northern  Parula  at  Saskatoon,  SK 
13  Oct  was  rare  (GW).  Two  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warblers  were  band- 
ed at  L.M.B.O.  20  & 21  Sep  (RDi, 
AS),  while  singles  were  noted  at 
Winnipeg  14  (CA,  LV)  & 25  Sep 
(RP)  and  at  Lundar,  MB  7 Nov 
(BEy).  Lone  Yellow-rumped  War- 
blers lingered  at  Calgary  23  Nov 


OM)  and  at  Regina  25  Nov  (DS).  Alberta’s 
2nd  Yellow-throated  Warbler  was  a one-day  1 
wonder  at  Medicine  Hat  7 Nov  (ph.  PH).  I 
American  Redstarts  were  particularly  promi- 
nent at  Winnipeg,  with  55  noted  5 Sep  (RK) 
and  30+  in  less  than  one  hour  7 Sep  (GWz).  | 
A Kentucky  Warbler  sighting  at  Winnipeg  9 ( 

Sep  was  not  documented  (AM).  A Western  1 
Tanager  was  banded  at  L.M.B.O.  28  Aug  (fide  - 
AS),  and  one  was  seen  at  Whiteshell  PR,  MB 
1 Sep  QT)-  Seven  Snow  Buntings  at  Forget- 
me-not  Ridge,  AB  6 Sep  were  very  early  (RC).  | 

A female  Northern  Cardinal  in  Calgary  18  ' 

Aug  (BED  may  have  been  the  individual  that 
wintered  in  the  city.  A straggling  imm.  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak  was  at  Medicine  Hat  24 
Nov  (BV).  Recently  fledged  but  unattended 
Brown-headed  Cowbirds  were  still  quite  com- 
mon in  Manitoba’s  Interlake  region  through  „ 
Aug,  indicating  late  breeding  by  host  species 
(KG,  RK,  PT).  There  were  strong  movements 
of  White-winged  Crossbills  at  P.S.L.  (PSh, 
m.ob.)  and  a small  incursion  in  Saskatch- 
ewan, especially  at  Regina  (fide  GK).  Pine 
Siskins  were  prominent  in  Saskatoon  in  Aug, 
e.g.,  55  were  banded  on  the  9th,  with  only 
three  repeats  from  birds  caught  a week  earlier 
(MH).  They  also  featured  strongly  at  P.S.L. 
(PSh,  m.ob.). 

Observers  (subregional  compiler  in  bold- 
face): C.  Artuso,  B.  Baker,  R.  Barclay,  L. 
Blanchette,  E.  Bouvier,  S.  Brew,  J.  Christie 
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Hedegard,  M.  Houston,  R.  Koes,  T.  Korolyk,  ! 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


One  of  several  outstanding  rarities  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  during  early  No- 
vember 2008  was  Alberta's  second  Yellow-throated  Warbler  (of  the  albilora 
subspecies)  at  Medicine  Hat  7 November  2008.  Photograph  by  Pat  Harding. 


110 


Northern  Great  Plains 


Ron  Martin 


The  fall  weather  was  a patchwork,  but 
generally  it  was  the  wettest  fall  in  a 
number  of  years.  Temperatures  were  a 
little  above  average.  Major  snowstorms  oc- 
curred in  eastern  Montana  in  mid-October 
and  in  central  North  Dakota  in  early  Novem- 
ber. The  migration  was  poor,  pretty  much 
across  the  board.  Numbers  of  gallinaceous 
birds  remain  high,  and  there  were  several 
noteworthy  late-lingering  sparrows.  Potential 
first  state  records  included  an  Anna’s  Hum- 
mingbird in  South  Dakota  and  a Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  in  Montana. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  IBIS 

A Tundra  Swan  was  early  24  Aug  in  Stanley, 
SD  (p.a.,  KM,  RDO).  Casual  in  Montana,  2 
Brant  were  at  Freezeout  L.  24  Oct  (p.a.,  JN).  A 
Northern  Shelduck  in  Fargo,  ND  6 Sep  was 
certainly  an  escapee  (DWR).  Waterfowl  pro- 
duction this  year  was  extremely  low,  and  this 
was  reflected  in  the  low  numbers  of  migrant 
waterfowl  this  fall.  Scoters  made  an  average 
showing;  Black  Scoters,  usually  the  rarest  of 
the  three  species,  led  the  way,  with  13  individ- 
uals. Casual  in  the  Dakotas,  Barrow’s  Gold- 
eneyes were  tallied  2 Nov  in  McHenry,  ND 
(p.a.,  REM,  CDE),  11  Nov  in  Charles  Mix,  SD 
(p.a.,  RM),  and  16-23  Nov  in  Hughes,  SD  (p.a., 
DB).  A good  peak  of  700  Hooded  Mergansers 
was  at  Devils  L.,  ND  6 Nov  (DOL).  Gray  Par- 
tridge numbers  were  the  best  in  many  years, 
particularly  in  North  Dakota.  A total  of  169 
came  from  cen.  North  Dakota  9 Nov  (SDL). 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  and  Sharp-tailed 
Grouse  numbers  also  remained  very  high. 
Three  Pacific  Loons  were  noted,  all  in  South 
Dakota;  furnishing  the  first  Sep  record  for  the 
state,  a single  was  in  Stanley  7 Sep  (p.a., 
RDO).  More  typical  were  reports  18  Oct  in 
Fall  River  (TJ)  and  8 Nov  in  Yankton  (DS, 
RND).  What  was  surely  an  incredible  sight, 
tens  of  thousands  of  Western  Grebes  were  on 
Ft.  Peck  L.,  MT  12  Sep  GO-  A Snowy  Egret 
was  late  25  Oct  in  Kingsbury,  SD  (BFH).  The 
latest  ever  for  South  Dakota,  a Little  Blue 
Heron  was  in  Hughes  20  Nov  (p.a.,  SS).  Two 
White-faced  Ibis  were  in  Grand  Forks,  ND  1-2 


Sep,  the  first  sighting  of  the  species 
there  in  30  years  (EEF  DOL). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

An  Osprey  was  late  7 Nov  at  Freeze- 
out L.,  MT  QN).  A rare  Nov  sighting 
for  the  Region,  a Swainson’s  Hawk 
was  in  Mirmehaha,  SD  3 Nov  (DC). 
The  2nd  record  for  South  Dakota,  if 
accepted,  a Crested  Caracara  was  in 
Faulk  1 Oct  (p.a.,  SLS). 

An  unusual  concentration  of  raptors  occurred  on 
the  open  prairie  28  Sep  at  Long  Lake  N.W.R.,  ND. 

In  45  minutes,  Dan  Svingen  and  family  noted  5 Sharp- 
shinned,  200  Broad-winged,  one  Rough-legged,  200 
Swainson's,  and  300  Red-tailed  Hawks.  Usually,  migrant 
concentrations  of  this  sort  occur  along  river  valleys  or  es- 
carpments. The  Broad-winged  Hawk  total  constitutes  a 
new  high  count  for  the  state. 

Seldom  reported  in  fall,  2 Yellow  Rails  were 
flushed  21  Sep  in  Sheridan,  ND  (REM).  The 
2nd  highest  count  recorded  for  the  state, 
84,000  American  Coots  were  at  Upper  Souris 
N.W.R.,  ND  20  Sep  (REM).  The  2nd  fall  re- 
port for  the  state,  a Snowy  Plover  was  still  at 
Long  Lake  N.W.R.  16  Aug  (p.a.,  DNS).  Late 
American  Avocets  included  10  at  Ereezeout 
L.,  MT  3 Nov  (LC)  and  a single  in  Sully,  SD 
10  Nov  (RDO,  KM).  Accidental  in  the  Region 
in  fall,  a Whimbrel  was  in  Stanley,  SD  31  Aug 
(p.a.,  RDO).  A high  number  for  fall,  32  Hud- 
sonian  Godwits  were  noted  in  Walsh,  ND  3 
Aug  (DJD).  Other  late  shorebirds  in  Montana 
included  a Baird’s  Sandpiper  25  Oct  at  Freeze- 
out L.  QM,  MS),  and  2 Dunlins  7 Nov  at 
Freezeout  (MS,  JN). 

GULLS  THROUGH 
SWALLOWS 

A potential  8th  record  for 
South  Dakota,  a Laughing 
Gull  was  in  Lyman  20  Sep 
(p.a.,  RDO).  Two  Little 
Gulls  were  reported  from 
South  Dakota,  the  11th  and 
12th  noted  in  the  state.  One 
in  Buffalo  27  Aug  (p.a.,  KM) 
was  followed  by  another  in 
Lyman  20-27  Sep  (p.a., 

RDO).  A Thayer’s  Gull  31 
Oct  in  Williston,  ND  pro- 
vided the  first  record  for 
Williams  (CDE).  The  only 
Iceland  Gull  reported  was  a 
single  at  Garrison  Dam,  ND 
22  Nov  (REM).  A potential 
first  for  Montana,  a Lesser 


Black-backed  Gull  was  photographed  at  Et. 
Peck  11  Nov  (p.a.,  CC).  There  was  one  Less- 
er Black-backed  Gull  noted  in  South  Dakota, 
and  several  were  seen  in  Burleigh,  ND  4-25 
Oct.  Sabine’s  Gulls  made  another  great  show- 
ing in  the  Region.  Eight  individuals  were  not- 
ed in  Montana  12  Sep-1  Oct,  and  South 
Dakota  reported  4 between  14  and  30  Sep. 
Sixteen  were  tallied  in  North  Dakota  30 
Aug-19  Oct,  with  a peak  of  5 in  Eargo  7-12 
Sep  (DWR,  KRC).  Extremely  rare  in  the  Re- 
gion in  recent  years,  a Black-legged  Kittiwake 
was  in  Hughes,  SD  12  Oct  (DC,  DS,  JSP).  The 
latest  record  for  South  Dakota,  a Caspian  Tern 
was  in  Hughes  12  Oct  (p.a.,  DC).  Rarely  seen 
in  the  Region  in  Sep,  a Least  Tern  was  in 
Charles  Mix,  SD  1 Sep  (RM). 

Only  3 Short-eared  Owls  were  reported  in 
North  Dakota.  Seldom  reported  in  fall,  a 
Whip-poor-will  was  in  Whlsli,  ND  11  Sep 
(DJD),  and  a rather  late  individual  was  in 
Charles  Mix,  SD  23  Sep  (RM).  A good  peak  for 
Montana,  4 Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds 
were  at  Westby  23  Aug  QL,  TN).  Unusually 
low  for  fall,  only  one  Rufous  Hummingbird 
was  reported  from  the  Black  Hills  of  South 
Dakota.  The  first  record  for  South  Dakota,  an 
Anna’s  Hummingbird  was  in  Pcrmmgton  23- 
29  Oct  (p.a.,  RCD,  JLB).  The  16th  record  for 
South  Dakota,  a Scissor-tailed  Elycatcher  was 
in  Brookings  15-20  Oct  (p.a.,  KCJ).  Eurnishing 
the  latest  record  for  South  Dakota,  a Bank 
Swallow  was  in  Charles  Mix  12  Oct  (p.a.,  RM). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Mountain  Bluebird  was  e.  of  normal  and 
also  late  in  Brookings,  SD  15  Nov  GSP). 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  made  another  good 
showing  this  fall  in  the  Dakotas.  The  2nd  ear- 
liest for  North  Dakota,  an  individual  was  in 


A species  casual  in  Montana,  two  Brant  visited  Freezeout  Lake  23  October  2008. 
Photograph  by  John  Nordrum. 
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The  last  state  in  the  United  States  to  record  Lesser  Black-backed  Gyll  was  Mon- 
tana, when  this  bird  was  found  at  Fort  Peck  1 1 November  2088.  Photograph  by 
Chuck  Carlson. 


Burke  5 Sep  (REM),  and  a total  of  11  addi- 
tional birds  was  tallied  away  from  the  Bad- 
lands. The  earliest  fall  migrant  for  South 
Dakota  away  from  the  Black  Hills,  a 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  was  in  Hughes  8 Sep 
(KM).  A Varied  Thrush  was  early  25  Sep  at  Ft. 
Peck,  MT  (CC).  A rare  migrant  in  e.  Montana, 
a Cape  May  Warbler  was  in  Westby  5 Sep 
(TN).  Following  two  records  this  past  spring, 
another  Prothonotary  Warbler  was  seen  in 
North  Dakota,  this  time  in  McKenzie  25  Sep 


(p.a.,  MH,  JH,  BR,  MS).  Out- 
of-range  tanager  reports  in- 
cluded a Western  Tanager  in 
Stanley,  SD  8 Sep  (p.a.,  KM) 
and  a very  late  Summer  Tanag- 
er 5 Nov  in  Grand  Forks,  ND 
(p.a.,  DOL). 

A late  Chipping  Sparrow 
was  photographed  in  Grand 
Forks,  ND  27  Nov  (DOL). 
Vesper  Sparrows  were  tallied 
in  Nov  in  all  three  states;  one 
was  in  South  Dakota  9 Nov  in 
Charles  Mix  (KM);  2 were  in 
North  Dakota  12  Nov  at  Ar- 
rowwood  N.W.R.  (PRS);  and  a 
single  was  in  Phillips,  MT  27 
Nov  (SD).  Some  other  late-lingering  spar- 
rows in  South  Dakota  were  a Le  Conte’s 
Sparrow  1 Nov  in  Clay  (DS),  a Lincoln’s 
Sparrow  9 Nov  in  Charles  Mix  (RM),  and  a 
Swamp  Sparrow  11  Nov  in  Hughes  (KM).  A 
Bullock’s  Oriole  was  late  17  Nov  in  Lawrence, 
SD  (p.a.,  JLB,  RDO).  Four  Pine  Grosbeak  re- 
ports for  North  Dakota  made  a good  number 
for  recent  years.  White-winged  Crossbills 
staged  a minor  invasion  in  Oct-Nov  in 
North  Dakota,  with  1 1 reports.  A high  of  40 


was  noted  at  Denbigh  Experimental  Forest, 
McHenry  24  Oct  (REM).  The  only  South 
Dakota  report  was  from  28  Oct  in  Pennington 
(DS).  Now  extremely  rare  in  North  Dakota, 
an  Evening  Grosbeak  was  in  McHenry  8 Nov 
(GAE).  There  were  two  Nov  reports  from 
Lawrence,  SD  in  the  Black  Hills. 
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Southern  Great  Plains 


Joseph  A.  Grzybowski 
W.  Ross  Silcock 


The  character  of  autumn  in  the  Great 
Plains  is  often  decided  by  rainfall  pat- 
terns in  the  Region.  Fall  2008  was  nei- 
ther exceptionally  wet  nor  dry,  though  such  a 
statement  does  not  hold  true  across  all  three 


states.  Cimarron  County,  Oklahoma,  for  in- 
stance, continued  very  dry.  By  contrast,  the 
remnants  of  two  hurricanes  (Gustav  and  Ike) 
passed  through  southeastern  Oklahoma, 
bringing  abundant  rains.  In  general,  however, 
it  was  perhaps  a modest  season  for  often-fea- 
tured groups  such  as  herons,  gulls,  and  war- 
blers, but  shorebirds  were  drawn  in  some 
numbers  to'  the  dependable  water  of  Salt 
Plains  in  Oklahoma,  and  Lesser  Goldfinches 
made  headlines  in  the  Nebraska  Panhandle. 
Water  conditions  were  sound  enough  for 
Black-necked  Stilts  to  continue  consolidating 
their  presence  in  the  Region,  but  water  levels 
were  not  optimal  for  most  other  water  and 
marsh  birds. 

Abbreviations:  Cheyenne  Bottoms 

(Cheyenne  Bottoms  W.M.A.,  Barton,  KS); 
Hackberry  Flat  (Hackberry  Flat  W.M.A.,  Till- 
man, OK);  Hultine  (Hultine  Waterfowl  Pro- 
duction Area,  Clay,  NE);  McConaughy  (L. 
McConaughy  Keith,  NE);  Quivira  (Quivira 
N.W.R. , Stafford,  KS);  Red  Slough  (Red 
Slough  W.M.A.,  McCurtain,  OK);  Salt  Plains 
(Salt  Plains  N.W.R.,  Alfalfa,  OK);  Sooner  L. 
(in  Pawnee/Noble,  OK). 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
WOOD  STORK 

A Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  found  its  way  , 
n.  to  Reno,  KS  23  Aug  (THi,  SB).  Six  Black- 
bellieds  dallied  at  Red  Slough  until  26  Oct 
(DA).  Carryover  summer  vagrants  included  a 
Greater  White-fronted  Goose  in  Madison,  NE  i 
24  Aug  (MB)  and  a Cackling  Goose  in  Lin-  ; 
coin,  NE  30  Aug  (MB,  DSt).  Two  unmarked  | 
juv.  Mute  Swans  were  in  Sarpy,  NE  1-23  Nov  I 
(JWH,  PS,  DL).  Migrant  swans  (away  from  w.  n 
Nebraska)  included  2 Trumpeters  (one  ad., 
one  imm.)  at  Quivira  1 Nov  (MT)  and  2 Tun- 
dras there  21  Nov  (MBl).  Two  Mottled  Ducks 
were  at  Red  Slough  5 Aug  (DA),  and  one  was 
at  Quivira  21  Aug  (THi,  SB).  A female  Green-  i* 
winged  Teal  with  2 young  at  Hultine  23  Aug 
QGJ)  provided  only  the  2nd  evidence  of 
breeding  in  Nebraska.  The  2-3  Canvasbacks 
in  Lincoln,  NE  4 (TJW)  & 27  Aug  QGJ)  like- 
ly summered  there.  The  same  may  have  been  j 
true  of  2-3  Ring-necked  Ducks  in  Dawson,  NE  ^ 
29  Aug-12  Sep  (TJW,  LR,  RH,  WF).  For  ; 
whatever  reason,  Sooner  L.  attracts  Greater 
Scaup:  380  were  counted  there  28  Nov  QWA,  I' 
JT).  It  is  hard  to  locate  as  many  as  10  any- 
where else  in  the  Region.  The  usually  small  ' 
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This  second-cycle  Mew  Gill  near  Alma,  Nebraska  29  November  2008  posed 
conveniently  with  Ring-billed  Gulls  for  comparison.  Photograph  by  Paul 


Dunbar. 


The  Juvenile  Brown  Pelican  at  Harlan  County  Reservoir, 
Pheips  County,  Nebraska  19-23  (here  19)  October  2008  pro- 
vides Nebraska's  first  documented  fall  record.  Photograph 
by  Kent  Skaggs. 

array  of  scoters  in  the  Region  included  one 
Surf  Scoter  in  Atchison,  KS  18  Oct  (HA),  2 in 
Jefferson,  KS  30  Oct  (MG,  ML,  DS;  staying 
into  Dec),  up  to  2 in  Russell,  KS  1-5  Nov  (MA, 
m.ob.),  4 at  McConaughy  4 Nov  (SJD),  with 
another  in  Cheyenne,  NE  the  same  day  (SJD), 
one  in  Canadian,  OK  8-12  Nov  (MF  et  al), 
and  3 at  Sooner  L.  28  Nov  (JWA,  JT).  The 
only  White-winged  Scoters  noted  were  sin- 
gles at  McConaughy  4 Nov  (SJD)  and  King- 
man,  KS  15  Nov  (KG,  WAS).  Black  Scoter  re- 
ports included  two  sets  of  2 females/imms.  in 


Lancaster,  NE  9 & 11  Nov  QGJ), 
one  in  Sedgwick,  KS  23-30  Nov 
(PJ),  and  3 at  Sooner  L.  28  Nov 
(JWA,  JT).  Two  Long-tailed  Ducks 
were  in  Mitchell,  KS  8 Nov  (HA), 
up  to  2 were  in  Lincoln,  NE  9-10 
Nov  QGJ),  and  singles  were  in 
Wabaunsee,  KS  9 Nov  (DLa,  JK), 

Cowley,  KS  24  Nov  (MT),  and 
Cimarron,  OK  29  Nov  (JAG  et  al.). 

A Common  Goldeneye  in  Scotts 
Bluff,  NE  18  Oct  (AK)  was  uncom- 
monly early.  A male  Barrow’s  Gold- 
eneye in  Cheyenne,  KS  22  Nov  was 
a rarity  there  (HA). 

Red-throated  Loons  were  rare 
this  season,  with  only  one  report- 
ed, in  Russell,  KS  1 Nov  (MA,  m.ob.).  Also 
standing  alone  was  a Pacific  Loon  in  Sequoy- 
ah, OK  8 Nov  QWA).  Three  Horned  Grebes 
24  (LR,  RH)  & 27  Aug  (TH)  in  Dawson,  NE 
were  very  early.  McConaughy  hosted  a mod- 
est peak  of  2830  Western  Grebes  4 Nov  (SJD); 
migrants  began  arriving  in  s.  locations  by  20 
Oct  (Gove,  KS;  M&EC). 

Always  a good  find,  an  imm.  Brown  Pelican 
was  in  Harlan,  NE  19-23  Oct  (KS,  G&WH, 
WF),  providing  Nebraska’s  first  documented 
fall  record.  Neotropic  Cormorants  away  from 
Red  Slough  included  3 on  8 Aug  and  one  18 
Sep  at  Salt  Plains  QWA  et  al.);  one  at  Quivira 
9 Aug  (SS)  and  2 there  6 Sep  (SS,  SSe);  an  ad. 
in  Lancaster,  NE  26  Aug  (LE);  and  2 at  Hack- 


berry  30  Aug  (VF),  Twelve  thousand  Double- 
crested  Cormorants  were  in  Harlan,  NE  5 Oct 
(G&WH).  An  American  Bittern  was  still  at 
Red  Slough  25  Nov  (DA).  Still  scarce  away 
from  Red  Slough,  Least  Bitterns  were  located 
in  Tulsa  2 Aug  (2  birds;  ER),  Seward,  NE  14 
Aug  OG),  York,  NE  20  & 28  Aug  (LE),  and 
Adams,  NE  23  Sep  (PD).  Tardy  were  2 Snowy 
Egrets  21  Oct  in  Tulsa  QL  et  al).  Usually  more 
a summer  vagrant  in  Nebraska,  imm.  Little 
Blue  Herons  were  found  in  Fillmore  9 Aug 
QGJ)  and  Knox  28  Sep  (MB).  Up  to  9 Tricol- 
ored Herons  were  counted  at  Red  Slough,  the 
last  leaving  after  26  Oct  (DA,  m.ob.);  excep- 
tional was  one  in  Sedgwick,  KS  25  Sep  (PJ), 
with  3 noted  8 Aug  at  Salt  Plains  QWA),  an 
outlying  breeding  location.  More  exceptional 
was  a Reddish  Egret  at  Quivira  21  Aug  (THi, 
MR,  KB,  SB).  An  imm.  Black-crowned  Night- 
Heron  tarried  in  Knox,  NE  28  Nov  (MB),  and 
2 imms.  were  still  present  25  Nov  at  Red 
Slough  (DA).  Vagrant  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Herons  in  Nebraska  included  an  imm.  in 
Phelps,  NE  2 Aug  (KS),  3 there  23  Aug  QGJ), 
an  imm.  in  Adams  4 Aug  (PD),  and  an  ad.  in 
Seward  23  & 28  Aug  QGJ,  LE). 

A White  Ibis  and  20  dark  Plegadis  ibis  were 
late  at  Red  Slough  30  Oct  (DA);  one  of  the  lat- 
ter was  still  at  Hackberry  23  Nov  (M&LT). 
Glossy  Ibis  reported  included  6 from  Nebras- 
ka: singles  were  in  Seward  3 Aug  (CNK), 
Sarpy  3 Aug  (MC)  and  in  York  9-16  QGJ)  & 
23  Aug  (JG),  and  2 were  in  the  e.  Rainwater 
Basin  24  Aug  OGJ).  An  ad.  and  2 juv.  Glossy 
Ibis  were  located  in  Alfalfa,  OK  8 Aug  (JWA). 
Also  hanging  late  at  Red  Slough,  2 Roseate 
Spoonbills  stayed  until  3 Nov  (DA,  BH), 
Wood  Stork  numbers  at  Red  Slough  built  to 
179  on  19  Aug  (DA),  dwindling  to  the  last  8 
noted  11  Sep  (BH  et  al.). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Westerly  Broad-winged  Hawks  were  found  in 
Box  Butte,  NE  13  Sep  (KD),  Scotts  Bluff  NE  24 


r A Two  decaying  hurricanes,  Gwsfai/ and 
Dtilke,  passed  through  se.  Oklahoma 
this  fa!!,  bringing  several  rare  seabirds,  two 
new  for  the  Region.  The  center  of  drcijlation 
of  Gustav  reached  McCwtain,  OK  in  early 
morning  of  3 Sep,  and  a Cory's  Shearwater 
(potential  first  for  the  Region),  a Magnifi- 
cent Frigatebiri,  a Boyai  Tern,  and  10 
Sooty  Terns  (first  for  the  Region)  were  all 
noted  at  Red  Slough  that  morning  (DA).  Oth- 
er possible  hurricane-related  birds  there 
were  30  Ruddy  Turnstones,  2 Red-necked 
Phalaropes,  3 Sabine's  Gulls,  4 Laughing 
Gulls,  and  a Parasitic  Jaeger  (DA),  none  of 
these  species  typical  for  Red  Slough.  At  Bro- 
ken Bow  Res.,  Berlin  Heck  located  a Magnifi- 
cent Frigatebird  and  2 Sooty  Terns  3 Sep;  2 
Sooty  Terns  were  noted  on  Broken  Bow  L., 
McCurtain  the  following  day  (MD  et  al.). 

Ike  produced  fewer  notable  seabirds, 
probably  because  the  center  of  circulation 
passed  through  so  late  in  the  day,  arriving 
at  dusk  13  Sep.  A comparatively  meager  3 
Sooty  Terns  were  found  on  Broken  Bow  L. 
14Sep(BHetal.). 


This  Sooty  Tern  was  one  often  at  Otter  Lake,  Red  Siough  Wildlife  Manage- 
ment Area  in  southeastern  Oklahoma  3 September  2008.  Photographs  by 
Berlin  Meek. 
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Exceptionally  out  of  range  was  this  Common  Ground-Doye  in  Boise  City,  Cimarron  Coun- 
ty, Oklahoma  14  October  2008.  Photograph  by  Dan  Robinson. 


Sep  {fide  AK),  and  Morton.  KS  23  Sep  (SP).  A 
Ferruginous  Hawk  in  Adams,  NE  15  Sep 
(WF)  was  easterly.  A Golden  Eagle  wandered 
southeastward  to  the  edge  of  the  Region  at 
Red  Slough  25  Nov  (DA).  Merlins  in  Dawes 
and  Sioitx,  NE  17-18  Aug  (MB)  may  have 
been  rare  local  breeders.  A Prairie  Falcon  in 
Cedar,  NE  9 Nov  (L&BP)  was  farther  e.  than 
usual,  as  were  singles  in  Knox,  NE  18  Oct  and 
8 Nov  (MB).  A juv.  Peregrine  Falcon  in 
Adams,  NE  4 Aug  (PD)  was  early. 

Compared  with  recent  years,  only  a meager 
number  of  Yellow  Rails  were  found  at  Red 
Slough  this  fall:  one  on  14  Oct  and  4 on  26 
Oct  (DA  et  ah).  A Virginia  Rail  with  downy 
chicks  in  York,  NE  30  Aug-7  Sep  QG,  JGJ) 
provided  only  the  3rd  confirmed  breeding 
record  for  the  Rainwater  Basin;  one  at  Hack- 
berry  30  Aug  (VF)  was  somewhat  early — if 
anyone  can  really  tell.  Late  departures  at  Red 
Slough  included  Purple  Gallinule  through  16 
Sep  (BH)  and  Common  Moorhen  through  at 
least  25  Nov  (DA).  Whooping  Cranes  marked 
their  usual  passage,  but  with  some  e.  to  Thay- 
er, NE  31  Oct  QGJ;  2 birds),  Johnson,  NE  27 
Oct  QGJ;  2 birds),  and  Washington,  OK  16 
Nov  (DW);  one  lingered  in  Harlan,  NE  from 
15  Oct  until  5 Dec  (fide  IS). 

Some  420  American  Golden-Plovers  in 
York,  NE  3 Oct  QD)  were  overshadowed  by  the 
8000  Goldens  at  Salt  Plains  29  Sep  and  3000 
still  there  11  Oct  QWA,  RS,  SM);  Black-bellied 
Plovers  at  the  latter  location  numbered  2000 
and  300  on  the  aforementioned  dates,  respec- 
tively. Black-necked  Stilts  appear  to  be  doing 
well  in  w.  portions  of  the  Region,  with  strag- 
glers appearing  e.  to  Muskogee,  OK  14  Aug  (2 
birds;  JW,JM)  and  Red  Slough  31  Aug-16  Sep 


(up  to  14  on  3 Sep;  DA, 
BH  et  al).  Among  shore- 
birds  remaining  later  and 
later.  Spotted  Sandpipers 
were  noted  at  Lancaster, 
NE  1 Nov  (]GJ,  CG)  and 
in  Cherokee,  OK  11  Nov 
(]W,  JM).  Five  Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs  at  Hackberry  23 
Nov  were  also  tardy 
(L&MT).  Marbled  God- 
wit  reports  came  from 
Adams,  NE — one  4 Aug 
(PD)  and  2 on  15  Sep 
(WF) — and  from  Salt 
Plains  7 Aug  (5  birds; 
JWA)  and  York,  NE  20  Sep 
(one;  JGJ).  Very  rare  in 
fall,  a Whimbrel  was  at 
Quivira  15  Aug  (PJ,  KG, 
CVB).  Westerly  was  a 
Long-billed  Curlew  at  Red 
Slough  3 Sep  (DA).  Re- 
ports of  Ruddy  Turnstones  included  singles  in 
Sumner,  KS  5 Aug  (GY,  MT,  JC),  in  Lancaster, 
NE  6 Aug  (LE),  and  at  Salt  Plains  29  Sep  QWA, 
RS,  SM).  Red  Knots  were  seen  in  Barber,  KS  3 
Aug  (2;  PJ,  GF,  JC)  and  at  Salt  Plains  29  Sep 
(one;  JWA,  RS,  SM).  A good  count  for  the  Re- 
gion, 383  Sanderlings  were  at  Salt  Plains  5 Sep 
OWA).  Quite  tardy  were  the  3 Sanderlings  in 
Knox,  NE  15  Nov  (MB),  a Baird’s  Sandpiper  in 
Knox,  NE  22-27  Nov  (MB),  and  a Stilt  Sand- 
piper 8 Nov  at  Hackberry  and  3 there  23  Nov 
(L&MT).  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  appeared 
to  pass  through  early  (largely  ads.),  with  most 
birds  noted  only  through  6 Aug  (fide  LM).  A 
meager  34  at  Salt  Plains  22  Aug  QWA)  may  in- 
dicate poor  nesting  success.  Two  Red 
Phalaropes  were  reported,  one  (early)  at  Salt 
Plains  28  Aug  (JWA,  JT,  SM),  the  other  in  Mor- 
ton, KS  24  Sep  (SP).  A far  cry  from  last  year. 
Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  noted  at  Red 
Slough  3 Sep  (2  birds  during  passage  of  Gus- 
tav, DA),  in  Stanton,  KS  12  Sep  (2;  PJ,  KG),  in 
Adams,  NE  15  Sep  (one;  WF),  and  at  Quivira 
22  Sep  (3;  MG,  ML,  NA,JK). 

Two  Parasitic  Jaegers  visited  the  Region 
this  season,  one  a flyby  juv.  at  Fort  Niobrara 
N.W.R.,  Cherry,  NE  10  Sep  (tD&JP),  the  oth- 
er with  Gustav  at  Red  Slough  3 Sep  (DA).  Ex- 
cept for  those  noted  during  the  passage  of 
Gustav,  fewer  Sabine’s  Gulls  were  found  this 
season  than  usual:  one  in  Cowley,  KS  15  Sep 
(MT),  2 at  Lancaster,  NE  9 Oct  (LE),  and  2 at 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  5 Nov  (|K,  MG,  ML).  The 
normal  complement  of  Laughing  Gulls  in- 
cluded birds  n.  to  Cheyenne  Bottoms  9 Aug 
(SS)  and  Russell,  KS  5 Oct  (MA,  KOS);  up  to 
10  were  noted  at  Salt  Plains  22  Aug  (JWA,  JT, 
SM).  Still  somewhat  exceptional  was  a sec- 


ond-cycle Mew  Gull  in  Harlan,  NE  29  Nov  ] 
(ph.  PD).  Among  California  Gull  reports  f 
away  from  McConaughy  in  Nebraska  were  I 
one  (age  not  reported)  in  Lancaster,  NE  10  i 
Nov  (LE)  and  a first-cycle  bird  in  the  same  j 
county  24  Nov  OQ]),  plus  another  first-cycle 
bird  in  Knox/Cedar,  NE  27  Nov  (MB).  The 
best  count  of  California  Gulls  at  McConaughy  [ 
was  19,  all  ads.,  on  4 Nov  (SJD);  only  one  was  ( 
noted  outside  Nebraska,  that  a first-cycle  bird 
in  Kay,  OK  26  Oct  (JAG).  Other  odd  large 
gulls  were  a first-cycle  Thayer’s  Gull  in 
Knox/Cedar,  NE  15  Nov  (MB)  and.  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  at  McConaughy  20  Sep 
(JGJ)  and  in  Harlan,  NE  29  Nov  (PD).  An  ex- 
cellent assemblage  was  the  156  Caspian  Terns  j 
in  Douglas,  KS  14  Sep  (MA).  Common  Terns 
were  noted  from  9 Aug  (Quivira;  SS)  through 
5 Oct  (Russell,  KS;  MA,  KOS),  their  normal 
window  of  occurrence. 

DOVES  THROUGH  WRENS 

White-winged  Doves  are  now  being  reported  I 
regularly  n.  to  Nebraska  (fide  WRS);  as  many 
as  25  were  counted  in  Morton,  KS  11  Sep 
(MR,  KB,  BG).  A “small  flock”  of  Inca  Doves 
in  Haskell,  KS  12  Sep  (PJ,  KG)  was  at  the  n. 
extreme  of  the  currently  expected  Regional 
range.  Way  out  there  was  a Common 
Ground-Dove  located  in  Cimarron,  OK  14  Oct 
(DR).  Two  reports  of  single  Monk  Parakeets 
in  Omaha,  NE  during  the  season  were  of  in- 
terest (fide  WRS);  breeding  last  occurred  there 
in  1998.  The  only  report  of  Black-billed  : 
Cuckoo  was  of  one  in  Lancaster,  NE  10  Aug  : 
(JGJ).  Two  ad.  Barn  Owls  with  2 young  in  | 
Ellsworth,  KS  29  Nov  (MR)  were  right  on  time  [ 
for  breeding  of  this  species  in  the  Region.  A [ 
Snowy  Owl  in  Saunders,  NE  20  Nov  (fide  ' 
TSm)  presaged  the  winter  flight.  The  Scotts-  j 
bluff  landfill,  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  continues  to  be  ^ 
a good  site  for  Burrowing  Owl;  30  individu-  1 
als,  75%  of  them  juvs.,  were  there  3 Aug  ,] 
(KD).  A very  late  Burrowing  Owl  was  in  Reno,  ! 
KS  25  Nov  (LQ);  easterly  was  a road-killed 
bird  in  Clay,  NE  9 Aug  QGJ).  A Whip-poor- 
will  at  Red  Slough  14  Oct  (DA)  was  late. 

Several  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds 
were  carefully  identified  in  the  Nebraska  Pan-  I; 
handle:  one  in  s.  Sioux  22-23  Jul  and  2 more 
there  during  Aug  (HKH),  plus  a female  in  ' 
Scotts  Bluff  11-12  Sep  (KD).  A Black-chinned 
Hummingbird  was  at  a Morton,  KS  feeder  23  i 
Sep  (SP).  Calliope  Hummingbird  is  now  con-  |j 
sidered  regular  in  the  w.  Nebraska  Panhandle  ji 
and  w.  Kansas,  with  at  least  10  individuals  j 
noted  16Jul-ll  Sep  (fide  WRS,  fide  LM);  one  j 
was  in  Cimarron,  OK  30  Aug  2008  (SM).  At  ij 
least  5 Broad-tailed  Hummingbirds  passed  ; 
through  the  Nebraska  Panhandle  16  Jul-2 
Sep  (fide  WRS),  and  at  least  13  Rufous  Hum-  | 
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An  irregular  but  apparently  increasing  post-breeding  visitor  to  the  western  edge  of  the  Southern  Great 
Plains  region,  this  Calliope  Hummingbird  was  in  Kenton,  Cimarron  County,  Oklahoma  30  August  2008. 
Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 


mingbirds  were  reported 
from  w.  Nebraska  and  w. 

Kansas  16  Jul-11  Sep  {fide 
WRS,  fide  LM),  with  one 
likely  Rufous  in  Cimarron, 

OK  (TM).  Easterly  was  a Ru- 
fous in  Otoe,  NE  14  Sep 
(L&CF).  A Lewis’s  Wood- 
pecker in  Cherry,  NE  18-20 
Sep  (GJ)  was  a surprise.  An 
ad.  Red-bellied  Woodpecker 
was  feeding  2 young  in  Cow- 
ley, KS  8 Sep,  rather  late 
(MT).  The  8th  Nebraska  fall 
record  of  Red-naped  Sap- 
sucker  was  of  one  banded  in 
Scotts  Bluff  24  Sep  (NG). 

The  50  Western  Wood-Pe- 
wees  estimated  in  Sioux  30 
Aug  (KD)  was  exceptional. 

Probably  not  representative  of  their  occur- 
rence, the  only  Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers  re- 
ported were  singles  in  Cleveland,  OK  7 Sep 
QAG),  Douglas,  KS  20  Sep  (MA),  and  Nemaha, 
NE  5-6  Oct  (TR),  the  Oct  bird  quite  tardy.  A 
Least  Flycatcher  in  Merrick,  NE  3 Nov  (PD) 
was  exceptionally  late.  Among  rarer  Empidon- 
ax  for  the  Region  were  Hammond’s  Flycatch- 
ers in  Cheyenne,  NE  26  Aug  QGJ)  and  2 in 
Sioux,  NE  2 Sep  (WRS),  single  Dusky  Fly- 
catchers in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  2 Sep  (WRS)  and 
Morton,  KS  11  Sep  (MR,  KB,  BG),  and  single 
Cordilleran  Flycatchers  in  Sioux,  NE  30  Aug 
(KD)  and  2 Sep  (tWRS),  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  5 Sep 
(KD),  and  Morton,  KS  11  Sep  (MR,  KB,  BG).  A 
tardy  Empidonax  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  10  Oct  was 
captured  and  identihed  as  Cordilleran/Pacific- 
slope  (NG).  Peak  fall  flocking  of  Cassin’s 
Kingbird  in  w.  Nebraska  was  depicted  by  52 
noted  26  Aug  OGJ);  singles  on  the  edge  of 
their  Plains  range  were  in  Banner,  NE  21  Sep 
QGJ),  in  Cherry,  NE  (somewhat  extralimital) 
16  Aug  (MB),  in  Morton,  KS  20  Sep  (MG  et 
al.),  plus  2 in  Morton  25  Sep  (SP).  An  incredi- 
ble 5000  Eastern  Kingbirds  were  concentrated 
at  Red  Slough  3 Sep  (DA),  with  Gustav! 

Northern  Shrikes  were  widespread  in 
Kansas,  with  at  least  8 reported  (fide  LM),  the 
earliest  in  Pawnee  22  Oct  (SS).  Two  vireos  in 
the  Solitary  Vireos  group  were  banded  in  Scotts 
Bluff,  NE  10  & 26  Sep  (ph.  NG)  and  identihed 
as  Cassin’s.  Other  Cassin’s  Vireos  included  one 
in  Kimball,  NE  31  Aug  (MB,  DSt),  2 in  Morton, 
KS  20  Sep  (MG  et  al.),  and  one  easterly  in 
Dawson,  NE  30  Aug  (MB,  DSt).  Migrant 
Plumbeous  Vireos  were  in  Kimball,  NE  31  Aug 
(MB,  DSt)  and  Morton,  KS  11  Sep  (MR,  KB, 
BG).  A Blue-headed  Vireo  in  Tulsa,  OK  21  Nov 
(BC)  was  late,  as  was  a Yellow-throated  Vireo 
there  21  Oct  QL  et  al).  Seven  Philadelphia 
Vireos  were  reported  in  e.  portions  of  the  Re- 


gion 6 Sep-5  Oct  (fide  WRS);  westerly  was  one 
at  Salt  Plains  18  Sep  QWA,  SM).  Two  Pinyon 
Jays  in  Meade,  KS  9 Sep  (TF,  one  b.)  were  un- 
expectedly westerly.  Black-billed  Magpie  has 
become  spotty  in  its  distribution  in  the  Region, 
so  70  in  Saline,  KS  2 Aug  (KF)  were  a welcome 
sight.  Recent  years  have  seen  increased  reports 
of  Common  Raven  in  the  Cimarron  Valley  in 
sw.  Kansas;  2 were  in  Morton  26  Sep  (MT,  CH). 
Purple  Martins  form  large  aggregations  prior 
to  fall  migration,  but  35,000  in  midtown  Om- 
aha 2 Sep  QR,  JED)  and  25,000  birds  in  Wi- 
chita, KS  10  Aug  (KG)  are  still  outstanding 
counts.  A Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow  at 
Red  Slough  19  Nov  (DA)  was  quite  late.  Large 
numbers  of  Cliff  Swallows,  possibly  1000  or 
more,  were  found  dead  at  Monument  Rocks, 
Gove,  KS  in  early  Aug  (CS);  it  seems  likely  that 
because  the  nests  were  not  destroyed,  the  birds 
were  killed  by  a lightning  strike  while  shelter- 
ing on  the  wet  rocks,  rather  than  by  hail.  The 
only  report  of  Mountain  Chickadee  was  of  one 
in  Scotts  Bluff  15  Nov  (R&AB,  Jidc  AK).  Pygmy 
Nuthatches  strayed  to  Lancaster,  NE  1-4  Nov 
(ph.JGJ,  LE). 

A Rock  Wren  wandering  eastward  was  at- 
tracted to  the  rock  habitat  of  L.  Hefner  dam  2 
Oct  (PV),  Carolina  Wrens  are  expanding 
northwestward  in  Nebraska  to  Dixon  (MB), 
Polk  (WF),  York  (MB),  and  Harlan  (KS);  one 
was  incubating  as  late  as  27  Aug  in  Sarpy 
(KCR),  and  ads.  were  feeding  nestlings  26 
Aug  in  Cass  (KSc).  Westerly  were  1-2  Sedge 
Wrens  singing  in  “diverse  wet  meadow  grass- 
land” in  Lincoln,  NE  6 Aug  (TJW)  and  one  in 
Stanton,  KS  12  Sep  (PJ,  KG).  An  early  Marsh 
Wren  was  at  Red  Slough  19  Aug  (DA). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  exciting  find  was  a Western  Bluebird  in 
Morton,  KS  26  Sep  (SP,  MT,  CH);  the  species 


is  surprisingly  rare  in  the 
Region,  though  not  far  e.  of 
their  range.  A Swainson’s 
Thrush,  rare  in  fall  and  in 
the  Panhandle,  was  found  in 
Cimarron,  OK  31  Aug  (TM); 
one  in  Tulsa  21  Oct  QL  et 
al.)  was  tardy.  Single  Varied 
Thrushes  were  in  Otoe,  NE 
24  Sep  (L&CF),  Sheridan, 
NE  21  Oct  (ML),  and  Keith, 
NE  26  Nov+  (ph.  TSi).  A 
rather  late  Gray  Catbird  nest 
with  three  eggs  and  a cow- 
bird  egg  was  in  Dixon,  NE  8 
Aug  OJ)-  Sage  Thrashers 
wandered  eastward  to  Grant, 
KS  7 Sep  (KH)  and  Stanton, 
KS  12  Sep  (2  birds;  PJ,  KG). 
Curve-billed  Thrashers  in 
Lane,  KS  16  Aug  (PJ,  KG,  CVB)  and  Stanton, 
KS  12  Sep  (PJ,  KG)  were  ne.  of  the  expected 
Regional  range.  Peculiarly  early  was  an  Amer- 
ican Pipit  in  Polk,  NE  17  Aug  (LR,  RH).  A 
wandering  Bohemian  Waxwing  in  Scott,  KS  7 
Nov  (MG,  ML,  JK)  was  anomalous.  A report 
of  2 Cedar  Waxwings  in  Payne,  OK  8 Aug 
(PVE)  suggests  potential  for  local  breeding. 

Golden-winged  Warbler  made  a good  show- 
ing this  fall,  with  11  reports  (three  in  Nebras- 
ka, four  each  in  Kansas  and  Oklahoma)  total- 
ing 14  birds  6 Sep-4  Oct  (fide  WRS,  fide  LM, 
Jidc  JL);  this  is  a rare  fall  migrant  in  all  three 
states.  A Brewster’s  Warbler  was  an  exception- 
al Hnd  in  Seward,  NE  13  Sep  (tJG,  SR). 
Nashville  Warblers  were  common  this  season, 
the  earliest  appearing  in  Sarpy  18  Aug  (CNK). 
Northern  Parulas  in  Sarpy,  NE  27  Sep  (RSc, 
WF,  LE)  and  Tulsa,  OK  1 Nov  (BC)  were  rather 
late;  another  was  westerly  in  Comanche,  OK  13 
Sep  (K&SM).  Chestnut-sided  Warblers,  rare 
during  fall,  were  located  w.  to  Haskell,  KS  12 
Sep  (PJ,  KG)  and  Tulsa,  OK  7 (TM)  & 19  Sep 
(BC).  Also  westerly  were  a Magnolia  Warbler 
in  Morton,  KS  24  Sep  (SP)  and  a Black-throat- 
ed Green  Warbler  in  Haskell,  KS  12  Sep  (PJ, 
KG).  Surprisingly  few  Townsend’s  Warblers 
were  reported;  one  in  Kimball,  NE  1 Sep 
(WRS)  and  2 banded  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  8 & 27 
Sep  (NG).  A Blackburnian  Warbler  was  very 
unexpected  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  13  Sep  (ph. 
NG).  Rarely  noticed  in  fall,  single  Yellow- 
throated  Warblers  were  in  Sarpy,  NE  9 (ARy) 
& 26  Sep  (L&BP).  Among  other  westerly  war- 
blers was  a Pine  Warbler  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  25 
Sep  (ph.  NG),  with  another  in  Lancaster,  NE  1 
Nov  (CG,  JGJ,  ph.),  2 Palm  Warblers  in  Scotts 
Bluff,  NE  6 Nov  (RSm),  and  up  to  2 Prothono- 
tary  Warblers  in  Comanche,  OK  9 Aug  and  9 
Sep  (K&SM).  Tardy  was  a Palm  Warbler  in  Mc- 
Curtain,  OK  21-22  Oct  (DA).  A rather  early 
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Northern  Waterthrush  was  in  Tulsa,  OK  14 
Aug  (TM).  The  only  Hooded  Warbler  reported 
was  in  Johnson,  KS  9 Sep  (NA).  Canada  War- 
bler reports  included  6 from  e.  Nebraska  (fide 
WRS),  8 in  e.  Kansas  (fide  LM),  including  a tal- 
ly of  4 from  Sedgwick  4 Sep  (BA),  and  a west- 
erly bird  in  Comanche,  OK  9 Sep  (K&SM). 

A Western  Tanager  banded  in  Scotts  Bluff, 
NE  1 Oct  (NG)  was  rather  late.  The  only  re- 
port of  Green-tailed  Towhee,  rare  to  casual  in 
fall  in  the  Region,  was  of  one  in  Kimball,  NE 

26  Aug  OGJ).  West  of  the  usual  summer 
range  in  Nebraska  was  an  Eastern  Towhee  in 
Polk  17  Aug  (LR,  RH).  Late  Spizella  sparrows 
included  2 drippings  in  Douglas,  NE  13  Nov 
QR)  and  one  in  Lancaster,  NE  14  Nov  (LE),  3 
Clay-coloreds  in  Dixon,  NE  9 Nov  (JJ),  and  4 
Brewer’s  in  Grant,  KS  1 Nov  (KH,  SG).  Con- 
tinuing the  late  sparrow  theme  were  single 
Lark  Sparrows  in  Otoe  4 Nov  (L&CF)  and 
Cleveland,  OK  20  Oct  (RG).  Rarely  detected 
in  the  Region,  though  probably  a regular  mi- 
grant, is  Baird’s  Sparrow;  there  were  two  re- 
ports, one  adequately  described  in  Red  Wil- 
low, NE  9 Oct  (TJW)  and  one  in  Pawnee,  KS 
29  Sep  (SS).  Sadly,  Henslow’s  Sparrows  were 
gone  from  a prairie  in  Pawnee,  NE  checked  19 
Aug,  where  31  birds  had  been  present  on  the 
same  date  in  2007;  it  had  been  grazed  through 
the  previous  winter  (WRS).  Rare  westward,  2 
Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  in  Antelope, 
NE  1-2  Oct  provided  a first  county  record 
(MB);  there  were  eight  other  Nebraska  reports 

27  Sef)-28  Oct,  the  latest  being  of  2 in  Lan- 
caster (WF).  Reports  of  Nelson’s  elsewhere 
were  of  3 in  Douglas,  KS  14  Oct  (MG,  AM, 
TSw)  and  1-2  at  Red  Slough  26  Oct-4  Nov 
(DA).  McCown’s  Longspurs  begin  pre-migra- 
tory  flocking  in  Sep;  20  were  Sioux,  NE  18  Sep 
(HKH).  There  were  more  sightings  of  Snow 
Buntings  in  Nebraska  than  usual  before  30 
Nov,  a taste  of  the  flight  that  would  develop  in 
winter.  One  in  Dodge,  NE  28  Oct  (D&JP)  tied 
the  4th  earliest  date  on  record  for  Nebraska. 

A begging  juv.  Northern  Cardinal  in  Sarpy, 
NE  5 Oct  (CNK)  indicated  late  nesting.  A juv. 
Blue  Grosbeak  in  Custer,  NE  2 Oct  (TH),  a 
Lazuli  Bunting  in  Morton,  KS  24  Sep  (SP), 
and  a Dickcissel  in  Washington,  OK  30  Oct 
(M&MP)  were  all  late.  A surprise  find  of  80- 
100  Bobolinks,  a species  often  inconspicuous 
in  fall,  was  made  in  Adams,  NE  6 Sep  (PD), 
The  latest  Bullock’s  Oriole  on  record  for  Ne- 
braska was  an  imm.  in  Scotts  Bluff  25  Sep  (ph. 
KD),  while  a tardy  Baltimore  was  in  Tulsa, 
OK  14  Oct  Ob.  BS,  JCr).  Red  Crossbill  re- 
ports from  e.  Nebraska  included  up  to  12  in 
Omaha  28  Oct-24  Nov  (JR)  and  22  in  Lin- 
coln 28  Oct  (LE),  with  a single  in  Edwards, 
KS  28  Nov  (MR)  and  4 in  McPherson,  KS  30 
Nov  OMi)-  Lesser  Goldfinches  may  be  estab- 


lishing a foothold  in  the  s.  Nebraska  Panhan- 
dle, with  six  reports  totaling  at  least  17  birds 
this  fall:  6 were  in  Carter  Canyon,  Scotts  Bluff 
26  Aug  (black-backed  male,  2 green-backed 
males,  and  3 females;  JGJ),  and  6 were  at 
three  other  Scotts  Bluff  locations  20  Sep  (KD). 
Another  was  in  Johnson,  OK  20  Aug  (BiA), 
where  unusual.  A rather  late  American 
Goldfinch  nest  with  three  eggs  and  a cowbird 
egg  was  in  Lancaster,  NE  16  Aug  (KC),  un- 
usually late  for  the  cowbird. 
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The  weather  events  that  dominated  the 
season  were  the  landfalls  of  two  tropi- 
cal storms  on  the  Upper  Texas  Coast 
and  some  rainfall  from  a third.  The  eastern 
half  of  the  state  was  in  a significant  dry  peri- 
od when  these  storms  began  to  make  landfall, 
starting  with  Tropical  Storm  Edouard  in  early 
August  and  followed  by  the  remnants  of  Hur- 
ricane Gustav  in  early  September,  and  Hurri- 
cane Ike  on  13  September.  Despite  these 
storms,  the  rainfall  total  at  Houston  at  the  end 
of  the  period  was  still  just  79  cm,  or  36.5  cm 
below  normal.  Although  Edouard  and  Gustav 
brought  much-needed  rain  to  the  eastern 
third  of  the  state,  Ike  devastated  habitats 
along  the  immediate  coast  with  a storm  surge 
of  3-4.5  meters.  The  slow-moving  storm 
heavily  impacted  woodland  habitats,  and 
these  areas  along  with  millions  of  acres  of 
coastal  prairie  were  flooded  with  salt  water. 
The  impact  on  the  birds  was  dramatic,  with 
most  of  these  areas  missing  their  permanent 
residents  in  the  weeks  after  the  storm.  This  is 
the  third  year  in  a row  that  Upper  Texas  Coast 
coastal  woodlands,  particularly  those  at  High 
Island  and  Sabine  Pass,  have  been  negatively 
impacted  by  hurricanes.  Ike  carried  large 
numbers  of  Brown  Pelicans,  Magnificent 
Frigatebirds,  Laughing  Gulls,  and  other 
coastal  species  inland. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
FRIGATEBIRDS 

Eleven  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  in  jack 
8 Aug  (ReC,  RCh)  provided  still  another  sign 
of  range  expansion,  while  35  in  Van  Zandt  25 
Nov  (HB)  was  a high  count  and  a late  sighting. 
An  impressive  count  of  250  Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks  was  noted  at  San  Bernard 
N.W.R.,  Brazoria  10  Aug  (CRi,  MGr,  RW).  In- 
land Surf  Scoters  included  one  at  Red  Bluff  L., 


Reeves  25  Oct-12  Nov  (AnH,  SW)  and  2 at 
Firehouse  Pond,  Grayson  15  Nov  (GC,  TR, 
m.ob.).  Lake  O’  The  Pines,  Upshur  held  a 
Long-tailed  Duck  22  Nov  (DB).  The  only  Pa- 
cific Loon  of  the  season  was  one  in  Port  O’- 
Connor, Calhoun  16  Nov+  (BrF,  PH).  The  Least 
Grebe  at  Village  Creek  Drying  Beds,  Tarrant 
first  discovered  in  May  continued  through  the 
period  (m.ob.),  while  one  in  Kaufman  19  Oct 
(GC  et  al.)  was  another  sign  of  the  continued 
expansion  of  this  species.  Another  pair  of  Least 
Grebes  was  found  incubating  eggs  near  Round 
Top,  Fayette  in  mid-Aug  for  a first  county 
breeding  record  (DV,  WV,  MSe).  A Western 
Grebe  was  unexpected  at  Dagger  Pt.,  Aransas 
N.W.R.,  Aransas  19  Nov  (PH). 

An  imm.  Brown  Booby  riding  a shrimp  boat 
back  into  Freeport,  Brazoria  21  Aug  was  an 
excellent  find  (ph.,  tMR).  Unprecedented 
numbers  of  Brown  Pelicans  were  blown  inland 
by  the  season’s  hurricanes,  and  several  re- 
mained throughout  the  period  on  reservoirs  in 
the  Pineywoods  and  the  Central  Brazos  Valley, 
including  sightings  from  Burleson,  Grimes, 
Henderson,  Navarro,  Polk,  San  Jacinto,  Waller 
and  Washington  (m.ob.).  The  most  notable 
counts  were  8 on  L.  Livingston,  Polk  26  Nov 
(RS,  RT,  DW)  and  11  on  L.  Somerville,  Wash- 
ington as  late  as  16  Nov  (DV).  A Neotropic 
Cormorant  at  White  River  L.,  Crosby  28  Nov 
(AnH,  AvH)  was  a rare  find  for  the  South 
Plains.  An  Anhinga  at  Musquiz 
L.,Jeff  Davis  27  Sep-20  Oct  (ph. 

ML,  KB)  provided  a first  county 
record  and  only  the  2nd  well- 
documented  record  for  the 
Trans-Pecos;  another  visited  the 
same  location  8 Oct  (COJ).  As  a 
result  of  Hurricanes  Gustav  and 
Ike,  Magnificent  Frigatebirds, 
varying  from  one  to  3 individu- 
als, showed  up  on  at  least  10  in- 
land reservoirs  around  the  Piney- 
woods, as  far  n.  as  L.  Tawakoni, 

Van  Zandt,  and  as  far  w.  as  L. 

Waco,  McLennan  (m.ob.).  Sight- 
ings also  came  from  at  least 
Bowie,  Cherokee,  Grimes,  Nacogdoches,  San 
Augustine,  Smith,  Walker,  and  Waller. 


Aug  (MR,  SC)  had  been  reduced  to  a lone  bird 
1 Sep  (ML);  one  at  Keystone  Heritage  Park,  El 
Paso  30  Aug-6  Oct  was  joined  by  another  13 
Sep-6  Oct  (BJ,  JP,  ph.);  and  one  at  Red  Bluff  L., 
Loving  25  Oct-12  Nov  seemed  late  (AnH,  SW). 
Another  Tricolored  made  its  way  to  Amarillo, 
Potter  8 Aug  (EK,  LJa,  BP,  ph.).  Inland  Reddish 
Egrets  from  the  e.  side  of  the  state  included 
one  at  L.  Arrowhead  S.P.,  Clay  24  Aug  (PM), 
one  along  the  Guadalupe  R.  near  New  Braun- 
fels, Comal  9 Aug  (StB),  up  to  2 on  Canyon  L., 
Comal  8 Aug-4  Oct  (BN),  one  at  Granger  L., 
Williamson  22  Aug  (BrF),  one  at  Cook’s 
Slough,  Uvalde,  Uvalde  19  Sep  (KH,  MiH),  and 
a white  morph  on  L.  Sam  Rayburn,  San  Augus- 
tine 6 Nov-i-  (ph.  DW),  the  latter  a first  Piney- 
woods record.  Another  visited  Balmorhea  L., 
Reeves  17  Aug-1  Sep  (SC,  MR,  m.ob.).  Village 
Creek  Drying  Beds,  Tammt  hosted  a Glossy 
Ibis  22-23  Sep  (m.ob.).  Roseate  Spoonbills 
made  a very  strong  showing  well  inland  in  e. 
and  n.-cen.  Texas.  Notable  concentrations  in- 
clude 9 at  Village  Creek  Drying  Beds,  Tarrant 
12  Oct  (m.ob.),  28  at  L.  Sam  Rayburn,  Angeli- 
na 24  Aug  (RT,  DW),  and  100  or  more  at  Rich- 
land Creek  W.M.A.  24-28  Aug  (PBa,  JD).  Eight 
Roseate  Spoonbills  near  Tow,  L.  Buchanan, 
Llano  27  Sep  (ph.  TiF,  BSt)  likely  made  a record 
number  for  the  Edwards  Plateau.  AJabiru  ex- 
cited Texas  birders  during  its  stay  near  Ray- 
mondville,  Willacy  10-22  Aug  (ph.,  TRHo, 


With  oniy  one  previous  record  for  the  Trans-Pecos,  this  Anhinga  was  a surprise 
at  Musquii  Lake,  Jeff  Davis  County,  Texas  27  September  (here)  through  20  Oc- 
tober 2008.  Photograph  by  Kelly  Bryan. 


HERONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

An  American  Bittern  at  Anahuac  N.W.R., 
Chambers  16  Aug  (CW,  TiF)  had  either  sum- 
mered or  was  an  early  migrant;  another  across 
the  state  near  Floydada,  Floyd  29  Sep  (BrG) 
was  a rare  find  for  the  South  Plains.  A Great 
White  Heron  was  present  along  the  intra- 
coastal waterway  at  Aransas  N.W.R.,  Aransas 
22-29  Nov  (ph.  MiS,  ECa).  Tricolored  Herons 
made  it  to  the  Trans-Pecos  in  good  numbers: 
an  unprecedented  6 at  Balmorhea  L.,  Reeves  17 


m.ob.).  A count  of  400  Wood  Storks  at  Rich- 
land Creek  W.M.A. , Navanv  24  Aug  (DDC, 
DL)  was  impressive  for  that  far  inland. 

Swallow-tailed  Kites  again  made  a great 
showing  at  the  coastal  hawkwatches.  Hazel 
Bazemore,  Nueces  tallied  349  for  the  season, 
while  Smith  Point,  Chambers  posted  a single- 
day record  for  that  location  of  97  individuals 
23  Aug  (m.ob.).  Two  ad.  White-tailed  Kites 
with  a fledgling  in  Kent  1 Aug-18  Nov  pro- 
vided the  first  successful  breeding  of  this 
species  on  the  South  Plains.  Ten  Broad- 
winged Hawks  over  Midland,  Midland  21  Sep 
(MCr)  was  a good  count  for  that  w.  location. 
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White-rumped  Sandpipers  are  casual  In  Texas  during  the  fall  and  are  rarely  adequately 
documented.  This  individual  was  one  of  two  present  at  Shatter  Lake  near  Andrews,  An- 
drews County  1 6 October  2008.  Photograph  by  Erik  Breden. 


Gray  Hawks  are  very  local  in  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley  but  continue  to  show  signs  of 
expansion,  with  a juv.  at  Frontera  Audubon, 
Weslaco,  Hidalgo  during  the  early  part  of  the 
season  and  an  ad.  in  Pharr,  Hidalgo  14  Sep 
(fide  MGu).  An  unexpected  first  record  for  the 
Pineywoods  was  a dark-morph  Short-tailed 
Hawk  found  injured  at  Troup,  Smith  6 Oct 
(ph.  BGr).  A White-tailed  Hawk  near  Granger 
L.,  Williamson  9 Nov  was  well  n.  of  its  ex- 
pected range  (ph.  TiF).  Crested  Caracaras 
continue  to  expand  into  w.  and  nw.  Texas. 
One  was  s.  of  Marfa,  Presidio  6 Sep  (BSu),  but 
quite  unexpected  were  2 ads.  and  3 fledglings 
in  Kent  through  26  Nov  for  a first  breeding 
record  for  the  South  Plains  (DS,  m.ob.). 

RAILS  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

A Black  Rail  flushed  e.  of  Groveton,  Trinity  8 
Aug  provided  a first  Pineywoods  record  (ph. 
BT).  A group  of  15  Black-bellied  Plovers  near 
Crosbyton,  Crosby  8 Nov  (PK)  was  not  only  an 
unusually  high  count  for  the  location  but  also 
late.  American  Golden-Plovers  continued  to 
show  that  they  are  regular  fall  migrants 
through  cen.  Texas,  with  a handful  of  sightings 
there,  while  one  at  Balmorhea  L.,  Reeves  30 
Aug  (SC,  MR)  was  the  only  one  reported  from 
the  Trans-Pecos.  Inland  Piping  Plovers  are  al- 
ways good  finds  during  migration,  and  this 
season  one  was  at  Granger  L.,  Williamson  3 
Aug  (ph.  TiF),  while  another  was  at  Stillhouse 
Hollow  Res.,  Bell  13  Sep  (RKo).  Drought  con- 
ditions likely  played  a factor  in  concentrating 
920  Black-necked  Stilts  at  San  Bernard  N.W.R., 
Brazoria  10  Aug  (RW).  Lone  Solitary  Sand- 
pipers were  near  Ft.  Hancock,  Hudspeth  20 
Nov  (ph.  BZ)  and  in  El  Paso,  El  Paso  28  Nov 
(JP);  following  last  winter’s  reports,  these  may 
indicate  that  this  species  could  become  a regu- 
lar winter  visitor  to  far  w.  Texas.  Wood  Sand- 
piper has  not  been  reported  in  Texas,  so  a vo- 
calizing, flyby  individual  at  Balmorhea  L., 


Reeves  29  Aug  studied  by 
an  experienced  observer 
piques  our  interest  (tMR, 
SC).  Despite  extensive 
searching,  the  bird  was 
never  seen  again  and  disap- 
peared without  having 
been  satisfactorily  pho- 
tographed or  recorded. 
Amazing  numbers  of  Long- 
billed Curlews  staged  in  w. 
Texas.  Peak  counts  of  1500 
at  Balmorhea  L.,  Reeves  19 
Sep  (ML)  and  2000  birds  at 
Shafter  L.,  Andrews  31  Oct 
(EB)  were  staggering  totals 
that  represent  a significant 
portion  of  the  known  pop- 
ulation. A Marbled  Godwit  near  Crosbyton, 
Crosby  8 Nov  (PK)  provided  a late  date  for  the 
South  Plains.  Two  White-rumped  Sandpipers, 
including  a juv.,  were  an  excellent  fall  find  on 
16  Oct  on  Shafter  L.,  Andrews  (ph.  EB).  The  S. 
Padre  I.  jetty  hosted  a wintering  Purple  Sand- 
piper 29  Nov+  (ph.  NN,  m.ob.).  Single  Ruffs 
were  great  finds  on  w.  Galveston  I.,  Galveston 
31  Aug-1  Sep  (ph.,  tHH,  m.ob.)  and  sw.  of 
Raymondville,  Willacy  24  Aug-14  Sep  (ph., 
tRP,  ECa,  MGu).  Out  of  place  were  2 American 
Woodcocks  near  Levelland,  Hockley  24  Aug 
(AnH)  and  another  one  in  a residential  yard 
near  Buffalo  Gap,  Taylor  11  Aug  (ph.  JC).  The 
only  Red-necked  Phalarope  reported  in  the  e. 
half  of  the  state  was  one  sw. 
of  Raymondville,  Willacy  13 
Sep  (DJ).  Single  Red 
Phalaropes  were  well  docu- 
mented in  Kaufman  19  Oct 
(ph.  GC,  TDDC  et  al.)  and  at 
Mitchell  L.,  Bexar  19  Oct 
(ph.,  tMGo  et  al.). 

Inland  Laughing  Gulls, 
sometimes  in  unprecedent- 
ed numbers,  appeared  in 
East  Texas  after  Hurricane 
Ike.  Scattered  individuals 
ranged  from  L.  Wright  Pat- 
man, Bowie  to  L.  Sam  Ray- 
burn, San  Augustine,  but  the 
motherlode  was  at  the  L. 

Livingston  spillway, 

Polk/San  Jacinto  with  280-t 
birds  15  Sep  (DW).  At  least  125  birds  were  still 
there  17  Sep.  Unusual  were  20  Franklin’s  Gulls 
seen  out  in  open  Gulf  waters  off  South  Padre 
1.,  Cameron  9 Nov  (BMc  et  al).  An  impressive 
flock  of  1100+  Franklin’s  Gulls  was  found  on 
L.  Sam  Rayburn,  Angelina  23  Oct  (DW).  A sec- 
ond-cycle California  Gull  was  at  Balmorhea  L., 
Reeves  2 Nov  (ph.  ML),  while  singles  were  at 
three  El  Paso  area  locations  (BZ,  JP).  A first-cy- 


cle Thayer’s  Gull  was  in  Galveston,  Galveston 
22  Nov  (CTL).  Inland  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  included  singles  on  the  L.  Livingston 
spillway,  Polk  26  Nov  (ph.  DW,  RS,  RT)  and 
Ascarate  L.,  El  Paso  30  Nov  (BZ).  A gull  pho- 
tographed at  Quintana,  Brazoria  8 Nov  was 
thought  by  some  to  be  a Great  Black-backed, 
but  no  consensus  was  reached  (MBa).  A worn 
Kelp  Gull  was  discovered  at  the  base  of  the 
Quintana  Jetty,  Brazoria  8 Nov+  (ph.,  tRW, 
CTL  et  al).  As  is  expected  in  the  fall,  Sabine’s 
Gulls  were  observed  at  scattered  locations 
throughout  the  state.  Most  notable  were  single 
individuals  at  L.  Rita  Blanca,  Hartley  1 Sep 
(BrG),  L.  Tawakoni  S.P.,  Hunt  9 Sep  (RKi),  and 
at  Holiday  Marina,  L.  Tawakoni,  Van  Zandt  14 
Sep  (GC),  plus  2 at  L.  Ransom  Canyon,  Lub- 
bock 13-14  Sep  (AnH,  AvH).  A belated  report- 
ed of  an  imm.  Sabine’s  Gull  picked  up  at  Surf- 
side,  Brazoria  26  Aug  2007  provided  a first 
record  for  Brazoria  (fide  RW).  A juv.  Black- 
legged Kittiwake  at  Tornillo  Res.  16-20  Nov 
(ph.  JP  et  al.)  was  the  first  in  El  Paso  since 
1991.  It  or  another  appeared  at  nearby  McNary 
Res.,  Hudspeth  22  Nov+  (MSc,  JZ). 

Hurricanes  deposited  Sooty  Terns  at  numer- 
ous locations  in  e.  and  ne.  Texas.  Two  and  pos- 
sibly 3 birds  were  on  L.  Wright  Patman,  Cass  4 
Sep  (MD),  one  was  at  L.  Bob  Sandlin,  Titus  14 
Sep  (MW),  and  another  was  at  Holiday  Mari- 
na, L.  Tawakoni,  Van  Zandt  14  Sep  (GC,  PBi, 
BB).  Six  Bridled  Terns  were  tallied  on  the 
pelagic  trip  off  South  Padre  L,  Cameron  6 Sep 


(BM  et  al),  while  2 storm-related  birds  at 
Cooper  L.,  Delta  3 Sep  (MW)  were  amazingly 
far  inland.  A record-high  count  of  30  Least 
Terns  on  L.  Sam  Rayburn,  San  Augustine  14 
Sep  (DW)  was  out  of  season.  The  56  Caspian 
Terns  at  L.  Tawakoni,  Hunt  9 Sep  (TiF)  were 
impressive,  but  the  360  birds  counted  on  L. 
Livingston,  Polk  15  Sep  (DW)  were  even  more 
so.  Hurricane  Ike  produced  a plethora  of  Roy- 


Two  Ryffs  were  found  in  Texas  in  fail  2008;  this  female  was  on  Galveston  Island,  Galve- 
ston County  31  August  through  (here)  1 September.  Photograph  by  David  McDonald. 


-jig  NORTHAMERICANBIRDS 


TEXAS 


al  Terns  in  e.  and  ne.  Texas,  including  first 
records  in  most  of  these  counties:  Bowie, 
Burleson,  Cass,  Grimes,  Nacogdoches,  Polk, 
Walker,  and  Waller.  The  most  at  any  one  loca- 
tion was  12  on  L.  Livingston,  Polk  17  Sep  (DW, 
CDF).  Single  storm-driven  Sandwich  Terns 
were  found  at  Cooper  L.,  Delta  13  Sep  (MW) 
and  at  the  L.  Livingston  spillway,  Polk/San  Jac- 
into 15  Sep  (DW).  In  addition,  large  terns  that 
were  thought  to  be  Sandwich  Terns  included  2 
at  L.  Sam  Rayburn,  San  Augustine  14  Sep  (DW) 
and  2 at  the  L.  Livingston  spillway  17  Sep 
(DW,  CDF).  Storm-driven  Black  Skimmers  in- 
cluded one  at  L.  Palestine,  Smitli/Henderson  14 
Sep  (PBa),  one  at  Huntsville,  Walker  14  Sep 
(RB),  7 at  L.  Sam  Rayburn,  San  Augustine  14 
Sep  (DW),  and  an  incredible  25  at  the  L.  Liv- 
ingston spillway,  Polk/San  Jacinto  17  Sep  (DW, 
CDF).  Impressive  was  the  tally  of  13  Pomarine 
Jaegers  and  a Parasitic  jaeger  on  a pelagic  trip 
off  South  Padre  L,  Cameron  9 Nov  (BMc  et  al.). 
A Long-tailed  Jaeger  wowed  birders  on  the 
pelagic  off  South  Padre  L,  Cameron  6 Sep  (ph., 
tBMc,  ECa  et  al.). 

PIGEONS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

An  ad.  male  Ruddy  Ground-Dove  at  Bal- 
morhea  L.,  Reeves  11  Oct  (ph.,  TTFe)  was  an 
outstanding  find.  A lone  White-tipped  Dove 
near  Utopia,  Uvalde  2 Nov+  (MiH)  may  signal 
a continuing  northward  range  expansion  by 


This  female  Blue-throated  Hummingbird  made  a brief  appearance  at  Estero  Llano 
Grande  State  Park,  Hidalgo  County,  Texas  15  (here)  and  16  October  2008.  Perhaps  sur- 
prisingly, given  how  few  extralimital  records  exist  for  this  species  generally,  there  are 
at  least  ten  previous  records  of  this  species  from  South  Texas.  Photograph  by  Dan  Jones. 


the  species.  A late  Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo  was  near 
Utley,  Bastrop  8 Nov  (BrF), 
while  another  bird  was  at 
Santa  Ana  N.W.R.,  Hidalgo 
the  same  day  (WS,  MO, 

LZ).  Fifteen  Groove-billed 
Anis  were  coming  in  to 
roost  in  cattails  at  Willow 
L.,  Santa  Ana  N.W.R.,  Hi- 
dalgo 17  Nov  (KO).  An 
early  Short-eared  Owl  was 
seen  in  Lubbock  7 Oct 
(PK),  while  another  bird 
was  near  Ropesville,  Hock- 
ley 24  Oct  (AnH).  A Less- 
er Nighthawk  was  in  Port 
O’Connor,  Calhoun  17 
Aug  (BrF).  At  least  one 
Common  Nighthawk  was  calling  in  Pearland, 
Brazoria  22  Nov+  (BL).  A Whip-poor-will 
was  found  at  the  Old  Fish  Hatchery,  Dallas  15 
Sep  (CRu). 

An  ad.  male  Broad-billed  Hummingbird 
made  an  unexpected  visit  to  a Parker  resi- 
dence in  early  Nov-i-  (BiG,  PG,  ph.  RCo, 
in.ob.).  One  of  the  summering  White-eared 
Hummingbirds  from  the  Davis  Mis.,  Jeff  Davis 
lingered  until  21  Sep  (fide  ML).  It  was  anoth- 
er good  season  for  Violet-crowned  Hum- 
mingbirds, with  singles  at  Ft.  Davis,  Jeff  Davis 
19  Aug-30  Oct  (MaH,  tCE,  tKB)  and  Ft. 

Stockton,  Pecos  1-23  Nov 
(ph.,  TAM,  GM,  KB).  A 
Blue-throated  Humming- 
bird visited  feeders  at  Es- 
tero Llano  Grande  S.R,  Hi- 
dalgo 15-16  Oct  (MK  et  al.). 
A first-year  male  Magnifi- 
cent Hummingbird  banded 
at  the  Gulf  Coast  B.O.  in 
Lake  Jackson,  Brazoria  18 
Oct  (KL,  RLo)  was  a first 
for  the  U.T.C.  Amazingly,  it 
showed  up  at  the  Looking- 
bills’  feeders  over  a mile 
away  21  Oct  and  was  seen 
sporadically  at  various  Lake 
Jackson  feeders  through  the 
rest  of  the  period. 

A staggering  50+  Anna’s 
Hummingbirds  were  pres- 
ent at  a single  Davis  Mts.  lo- 


r h Bryan  began  a concerted  hummingbird  banding  effort  in  Brewster  and  Jeff  Davis  this  season,  and  there  were  several 
3 O unexpected  results.  At  a single  location  in  the  Christmas  Mts.,  Brewster  he  banded  22  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds 
16-28  Sep.  Several  more  individuals  present  during  that  period  were  not  captured.  This  result,  combined  with  the  154  other 
individuals  reported  in  these  counties  from  1 7 Aug-1  Oct  (m.ob.),  shows  the  incredible  number  of  Ruby-throateds  present  in 
the  cen.  Trans-Pecos.  He  also  banded  an  amazing  9 Allen's  Hummingbirds  in  these  counties  between  31  Aug  and  30  Hov,  po- 
tentially indicating  that  this  species  is  a regular  migrant  through  the  area. 


This  worn  Kelp  Gull  proved  to  be  fairly  elusive  during  its  stay  at  Quintana,  Brazoria 
County,  Texas  from  8 November  2008  (here)  through  the  end  of  the  month.  Photo- 
graph by  Michael  Lindsey. 

cation  through  much  of  Nov  (MEa,  ME),  in- 
dicative of  a very  strong  movement  through 
the  area.  Costa’s  Hummingbirds  made  a strong 
showing  in  the  state,  with  an  ad.  male  in 
Alpine,  Brewster  16  Sep+  (ph.,  tML)  and  imm. 
males  in  the  Christmas  Mts.,  Brewster  19  Oct 
(ph.,  tKB),  at  Terlingua,  Brewster  26  Oct 
(tMF),  and  most  remarkably  at  Dripping 
Springs,  Hays  17  Nov+  (ph.,  tHW).  An  ad. 
male  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  took  up  win- 
ter residence  near  San  Benito,  Cameron  15 
Nov+  (TFu).  A hatch-year  male  Allen’s  Hum- 
mingbird was  banded  in  San  Angelo,  Tom 
Green  2 Sep  (CFl,  NF),  for  an  area  first,  and  an 
ad.  male  returned  to  Bentsen  S.R,  Hidalgo  9 
Sep+  (MGu).  A female  Green  Kingfisher  at  the 
Cibolo  Creek  Ranch,  Presidio  18  Oct  (ph.  BZ) 
was  not  only  a county  first  but  also  the  west- 
ernmost documented  bird  in  the  state.  An 
Acorn  Woodpecker  at  Sam  Nail  Ranch,  Brew- 
ster 1 1 Nov  (BrG)  was  at  an  unusual  lowland 
Big  Bend  N.P.  location.  A female  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  present  near  Mason,  Mason  6 
Nov+  (DF)  was  away  from  known  Hill  Coun- 
try populations.  A stunning  ad.  male 
Williamson’s  Sapsucker  near  Riviera,  Kleberg 
10  Nov  (ph.  OB)  provided  a first  for  South 
Texas.  A female  Ladder-backed  Woodpecker 
was  reported  at  Lafitte’s  Cove  on  Galveston  I., 
Galveston  23  Aug  (DMc). 


FLYCATCHERS 
THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

An  impressive  10  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were 
estimated  at  Smith  Point,  Chambers  7 Sep  QK). 
A Western  Wood-Pewee  was  well  documented 
from  w.  Galveston  L,  Galveston  28  Oct  (JSt). 
An  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  was  singing  near 
Hartley,  Hartley  20  Sep  (BP).  An  Eastern 
Phoebe  was  at  the  Rio  Bosque  Wetlands  Park, 
El  Paso  7-16  Nov  (JSp).  A very  early  Say’s 
Phoebe  was  observed  in  Wilbarger  20  Sep  (GC, 
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This  Green  Kingfisher  along  Cibolo  Creek,  Presidio  County  on  1 8 October  2008  provided  a first 
for  the  county  and  the  westernmost  record  for  Texas.  Photograph  by  Barry  Zimmer. 

DDC,  DL),  and  another  was  seen  22  Nov  in 
Clay  (GC).  A Dusky-capped  Flycatcher  re- 
turned to  Sabal  Palm  Grove,  Cameron  5 Nov-r 
(DMu,  WS  et  al.);  just  a few  years  ago,  this 
species  was  unknown  from  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley.  Of  note  was  an  Ash-throated 
Flycatcher  present  near  Olivia,  Calhoun  25 
Nov  (BrF).  A Great  Crested  Flycatcher  at  Davis 
Mountains  S.P.,  Jeff  Davis  16  Sep  (BZ)  was  a 
first  for  the  county.  A Great  Kiskadee  was 
heard  around  the  spillway  at  Granger  L.  Dam, 

Williarnson  19  Oct  (MBu,  ECa).  A Couchs 
Kingbird  was  last  seen  in  the  Smith  Point  area. 

Chambers  5 Sep  a week  prior  to  the  passage  of 
Hurricane  Ike.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  if 
these  birds  are  present  again  next  year.  Late 
Western  Kingbirds  were  at  Balmorhea  L., 

Reeves  2 Nov  (ph.  ML)  and  McMullen  11  Nov 
(WS).  An  Eastern  Kingbird  at  Ft.  Bliss  15  Sep 
(BZ)  was  an  excellent  hnd  for  El  Paso.  A Fork- 
tailed Flycatcher  just  w.  of  Balmorhea,  Reeves 
28-30  Aug  (ph.,  tMGr,  CRi,  m.ob.)  provided 
just  the  2nd  record  for  the  Trans-Pecos.  An 
imm.  male  Rose-throated  Becard  was  discov- 
ered at  Estero  Llano  Grande  S.P,  Hidalgo  6 
Nov-i-  (tWS,  m.ob.).  Another  imm.  male  was  at 
Salineno,  Starr  22  Nov-6  Dec  (ph.,  tMGu). 

Two  late-lingering  Plumbeous  Vireos  were  in 
El  Paso  22  Nov  (JP),  with  one  still  present  28 
Nov  OP  BZ).  A Plumbeous  Vireo  was  again 
present  at  Rosehill  Cemetery  in  Corpus 
Christi,  Nueces  16-17  Nov  (MCo,  LJo).  Blue- 
headed  Vireos  wandering  westward  to  the 
Trans-Pecos  included  singles  at  Et.  Bliss,  El 
Paso  26  Sep  (BZ),  Davis  Mountains  S.P.,  Jeff 
Davis  21  Oct  (ML),  and  Rio  Grande  Village, 

Brewster  17  Oct  (MF).  Hutton’s  Vireos  are  not 
as  exciting  or  as  hard  to  find  in  parts  of  the  Ed- 
wards Plateau  as  they  used  to  be.  Still,  one 
banded  near  Mason,  Mason  17  Nov  (ph.  DC) 
was  away  from  known  locales  for  this  species. 

A Yellow-green  Vireo  seen  at  Quintana,  Brazo- 
ria 12  Oct  QA)  provided  a first  fall  record  for 


WRENS 
THROUGH 
WARBLERS 

A Carolina  Wren  at  the 
Ft.  Bliss  ponds,  El  Paso  19-21  Aug  (BZ)  was 
well  w.  of  typical  range,  even  though  the 
species  has  expanded  its  range  up  the  Rio 
Grande  to  Big  Bend.  Winter  Wrens  were  not- 
ed in  above-average  numbers  in  many  areas  of 
the  e.  half  of  the  state;  in  the  w.  part  of  Texas, 
where  the  species  is  a rare  visitor,  singles  were 
found  in  McKittrick  Canyon,  Guadalupe 
Mountains  N.R,  Culberson  2 Nov  (BrG),  Bal- 
morhea S.P,  Reeves  8 Nov  (BrG),  and  Mid- 
land, Midland  29  Nov  (TFe).  Conversely, 
Golden-crowned  Kinglets  did  not  make  much 
news  this  season,  with  only  small  numbers 
noted  in  most  regions.  Early  birds  included  2 
in  Henderson  18  Oct  (DDC,  DL)  and  one  at 
Quintana,  Brazoria  28  Oct  (SH).  A lone 
Mountain  Bluebird  near  Komensky,  Lavaca  18 
Nov  (BrF)  was  a bit  out  of  place. 

Lone  Townsend’s  Solitaires  were 
studied  in  Mason,  Mason  6 Oct 
(BoF)  and  nw.  Kimble  1 Nov  (ph. 

MBl).  A Swainson’s  Thrush  lingered 
near  Mason,  Mason  21-28  Sep  (DF). 

An  injured  Wood  Thrush  was  found 
in  Lubbock,  Lubbock  10  Oct  (RLe), 
providing  a rare  record  for  the  South 
Plains.  A male  Varied  Thrush  in  up- 
per Pine  Canyon,  Guadalupe  Moun- 
tains N.P,  Culberson  31  Oct  (TE, 
ph.)  was  a very  nice  Halloween  treat. 

However,  the  thrush  of  the  season 
was  a Rufous-backed  Robin  that 
made  a brief  visit  to  El  Paso,  El  Paso 
26-28  Nov  (ph.,  tJP  et  al.)  and  pro- 
vided the  14th  record  for  the  state. 

An  American  Robin  at  Quintana, 

Brazoria  20  Aug  (MLi)  was  out  of 
season.  An  early  Gray  Catbird  was  at 
Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  15  Aug  (MCa, 
AnH).  Eastward-wandering  Sage  Thrashers 
are  always  of  interest,  and  this  season,  singles 
were  noted  at  Brazoria  N.W.R.,  Brazoria  4 
Nov  (MaS)  and  in  Somervell  8 Nov  (ph.  GL), 


while  2 were  near  Belton,  Bell  9 Nov  (RP).  A 
male  Phainopepla  at  Buffalo  Lake  N.W.R., 
Randall  18  Oct  (BP)  was  well  away  from  the 
species’  normal  fall  range. 

One  of  the  outstanding  finds  of  the  season 
was  a female  Olive  Warbler  in  the  Bowl, 
Guadalupe  Mountains  N.P,  Culberson  9 Aug 
(ph.,  tBrG,  LJ),  providing  just  the  8th  record 
for  the  state.  A Golden-winged  Warbler  was  at 
L.  Tawakoni,  Rains  10  Sep  (RKi);  however, 
more  unexpected  was  a lingering  bird  on 
South  Padre  L,  Cameron  23  Nov  (PS).  Blue- 
winged Warblers  are  scarce  fall  migrants,  so  2 
in  Austin,  Travis  19  Aug  (KA)  and  another  at 
Alazan  Bayou  W.M.A.,  Nacogdoches  28  Sep 
(DW,  RT)  were  of  interest.  Lingering  migrant 
Tennessee  Warblers  were  found  on  Galveston 
L,  Galveston  14  Nov  QSt)  and  Port  O’Connor, 
Calhoun  27  Nov  (BrE).  A female  Chestnut- 
sided Warbler  in  the  Franklin  Mts.,  El  Paso  4 
Oct  0G>  BJ)  was  a good  hnd.  A Magnolia 
Warbler  strayed  to  Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey 
20  Sep  (SuB,  AvH,  m.ob.),  while  lingering  in- 
dividuals were  found  at  Pearland,  Brazoria  16 
Nov  (SR)  and  Houston,  Hands  17  Nov  (HE). 
A great  hnd  for  the  fall  was  a Cape  May  War- 
bler at  San  Antonio,  Bexar  10  Nov  (ph.  CD). 
A Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  at  Chappell 
Hill,  Washington  19  Oct  (DV)  was  a county 
hrst.  Black-throated  Gray  Warblers  in  El  Paso, 
El  Paso  2-27  QP)  & 8 Nov  (JP)  were  notably 
late.  A Black-throated  Green  Warbler  at  Mata- 
dor, Motley  27  Sep  (AnH)  was  a county  hrst. 
A Blackburnian  Warbler  near  Texline,  Dallam 
20  Sep  (BP)  was  also  a county  hrst.  More  ex- 


In  a fall  season  with  its  share  of  surprises,  this  adult  male  Williamson's 
Sapsucker  near  Riviera,  Kleberg  County,  Texas  10  November  2008  has  to 
rank  high  among  them.  This  bird  provided  the  first  documented  record 
for  South  Texas.  Photograph  by  Orville  Ballard. 

pected,  but  still  of  note,  were  single  Black- 
burnian Warblers  at  Tyler  S.P,  Smith  3 Sep 
(BSa)  and  L.  Tawakoni  S.P,  Hunt  9 Sep  (RKi). 
A very  late  Yellow-throated  Warbler  was  at  L. 
Sam  Rayburn,  San  Augustine  23  Oct  (DW). 
Palm  Warblers  found  well  inland  included 


the  U.T.C.  Green  Jays 
continue  to  be  found 
outside  of  the  n.  fringes 
of  the  range;  this  sea- 
son, 2 were  s.  of  Cuero, 
Dewitt  5 Oct  (BrF).  A 
Clark’s  Nutcracker  near 
Canyon,  Randall  18  Oct 
(ph.,  tBP)  was  an  ex- 
cellent hnd.  A lingering 
Purple  Martin  was  not- 
ed at  Pearland,  Brazo- 
ria 18  Oct  (MMP). 
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singles  at  Joe  Pool  L.,  Dallas  14  Nov  (DRi), 
Alazan  Bayou  W.M.A.,  Nacogdoches  18  Oct 
(DW),  and  L.  Sam  Rayburn,  Nacogdoches  25 
Oct  (DW,  RT).  A very  impressive  tally  of  25 
Palm  Warblers  was  made  near  Olivia,  Calhoun 
1 Oct  (BrF).  A Bay-breasted  Warbler  in  Cen- 
tral Heights,  Nacogdoches  14  Sep  (MHW)  pro- 
vided an  excellent  fall  record  for  the  Piney- 
woods.  Out-of-range  Prothonotary  Warblers 
were  found  near  Junction,  Kimble  22  Aug  (ph. 
ECo,  AL,  RHe)  and  in  El  Paso,  El  Paso  23  Aug 
(JP).  A Worm-eating  Warbler  was  studied  in 
Austin,  Travis  18  Sep  (KA).  Swainson’s  War- 
blers are  rarely  detected  in  fall,  so  one  at 
Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson  7 Sep  (SM)  was  no- 
table. Louisiana  Waterthrushes  in  the  Trans- 
Pecos  included  one  at  Big  Bend  Ranch  S.E, 
Presidio  13  Aug  (ML)  and  in  Boot  Canyon,  Big 
Bend  N.E,  Brewster  24  Aug  (DE).  A Louisiana 
Waterthrush  reported  from  Port  Aransas, 
Nueces  28  Oct  (LJo)  was  late.  A surprising 
count  of  17  Mourning  Warblers  was  made  at 
Granger  L.,  Williamson  7 Sep  (TiF).  A 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler  wandered  eastward  to 
College  Station,  Brazos  23  Oct  (tJH).  A male 
Hooded  Warbler  was  in  Pine  Canyon,  Big 
Bend  N.E,  Brewster  3 Aug  (ECa,  ph.),  and  an- 
other male  at  Big  Bend’s  Cottonwood  Camp- 
ground 23  Nov  QT)  was  very  late.  A Canada 
Warbler,  rare  in  the  fall,  was  at  Wind  Point 
Park,  L.  Tawakoni,  Hunt  1 Oct  (RKi).  A Red- 
faced Warbler  found  in  the  Bowl,  Guadalupe 
Mountains  N.E,  Culberson  14  Aug  (LE)  was 
in  keeping  with  the  occurrence  pattern  for  the 
species.  Painted  Redstarts  were  noted  twice  in 
the  Davis  Mts.,  with  single  birds  seen  25  Aug 
(KB)  and  6 Oct  (MEa,  ME).  More  unexpected 
was  a Painted  Redstart  at  Balmorhea  S.P., 
Reeves  11  Oct  (TFe). 

TANAGERS THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Scarlet  Tanager  was  reported  at  Lubbock, 
Lubbock  7 Sep  (AnH).  Lingering  Western 
Tanagers  included  2 at  Lubbock,  Lubbock  1 
Oct  (BrG)  and  one  in  McKittrick  Canyon, 
Guadalupe  Mountains  N.E,  Culberson  2 Nov 
(BrG).  A Spotted  Towhee  at  Commons  Ford 
Park,  Travis  24  Aug  (EF)  was  exceptionally 
early.  A Bachman’s  Sparrow  was  an  unexpect- 
ed discovery  at  Tyler  S.E,  Tyler  16  Oct  (BSa). 
Two  Clay-colored  Sparrows  on  the  Katy 
Prairie,  Waller  4 Oct  (BHo)  were  early  mi- 
grants. A Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  at  L.  McClellan, 
Gray  11  Nov  (DRa)  provided  a rare  Panhan- 
dle find.  A Lark  Bunting  in  Leander, 
Williamson  5-7  Sep  (ph.  CFe)  was  out  of 
place  and  early.  An  early  Lincoln’s  Sparrow 
was  found  on  the  Katy  Prairie,  Waller  27  Sep 
(BHo).  A Swamp  Sparrow  at  Quintana,  Bra- 
zoria 28  Sep  (CTL)  provided  the  earliest  fall 
record  for  the  U.T.C.  A Harris’s  Sparrow  at 


Central  Heights,  Nacogdoches  18  Nov 
(MHW)  was  unexpected,  as  this  species  in 
not  annual  in  the  cen.  Pineywoods.  A great 
find  was  an  ad.  Golden-crowned  Sparrow  in 
sw.  Tarrant  22-26  Oct  (ph.  BD,  LD,  m.ob.).  A 
Pink-sided  Junco  at  the  Ft.  Bliss  ponds,  El 
Paso  12  Aug  (BZ)  was  extremely  early.  An 
imm.  male  Black-headed  Grosbeak  was  seen 
at  Quintana,  Brazoria  18  Oct  (CTL).  A fe- 
male Lazuli  Bunting  at  Sam  Nail  Ranch,  Big 
Bend  N.P.,  Brewster  11  Nov  (BrG)  was  late.  A 
high  count  of  240  Indigo  Buntings  was  made 
at  Alazan  Bayou  W.M.A.,  Nacogdoches  28  Sep 
(DW,  RT).  Dickcissels  lingered  at  several 
U.T.C.  location  into  early  Nov  (m.ob.).  A 
Bobolink  at  Central  Heights,  Nacogdoches  1 
Oct  (DW)  provided  the  first  fall  record  for 
the  Pineywoods  since  1976. 

A Western  Meadowlark  heard  at  Cedar 
Creek  L.,  Henderson  2 Nov  (DDC,  GC)  was  e. 
of  the  normal  wintering  range.  A male  and  2 
female  Hooded  Orioles  stayed  all  period  in  El 
Paso,  El  Paso  (BZ)  and  appeared  ready  to  win- 
ter. A young  male  Bullock’s  Oriole  was  pres- 
ent in  Houston,  Harris  7-8  Oct  (ph.  CH). 
Audubon’s  Orioles  continue  to  be  present  in 
the  cen.  Hill  country  with  a high  count  of  5 
present  near  Utopia,  Uvalde  22  Nov  (MiH).  A 
Baltimore  Oriole  in  Crosbyton,  Crosby  8 Oct 
(AnH)  was  w.  of  the  normal  migration  path, 
while  another  near  Utley,  Bastrop  21  Nov 
(BrF)  was  late.  A female  House  Finch  feeding 
a newly  fledged  young  23  Aug  implied  the 
first  successful  breeding  for  Brazoria  (BL). 
Another  outstanding  find  of  the  season  was  a 
pair  of  Red  Crossbills  at  Pantego,  Tarrant  28 
Oct  (ph.  BHe,  MeH).  An  early  Pine  Siskin  was 
at  Lost  Maples  S.N.A.,  Bandera  16  Aug  (MiH). 
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David  Brotherton,  Kelly  Bryan,  Buck 
Buchanan,  Maggie  Burnett  (MBu),  Martin 
Campbell  (MCa),  Jay  Capra,  Eric  Carpenter 
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#2222,  Austin,  Texas  78735.  email: 
ecarpe@gmail.com),  Renee  Christie  (ReC), 
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Texas:  2703  Colleen  Dr.,  Arlington,  TX  76016. 
email:  ddbirder@sbcglobal.net),  Bill  Daniel, 
Linda  Daniel,  Jim  Day  Charles  Dean  Fisher 
(CDF),  Mike  Dillon,  Caleb  Dye,  Marc  East- 
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Carol  Ferguson  (CFe),  Terry  Ferguson  (TFe), 
Dixie  Feuerbacher,  Mark  Flippo,  Charles 
Floyd  (CFl),  Nancy  Floyd,  Bobbye  Frazier 
(BoF),  Brush  Freeman  (BrF),  Bert  Frenz  (East 
Texas:  221  Rainbow  Dr.,  #12190,  Livingston, 
TX  77399-2021.  email:  bert2@bafrenz.com), 
Terry  Fuller  (TFu),  Brian  Gibbons  (BrG),  Bill 
Gilbert  (BiC),  Pat  Gilbert,  Mariann  Golden 
(MGo),  Beverly  Grage  (BGr),  Michael  Gray 
(MCr),  John  Groves,  Mary  Gustafson  (MGu), 
John  Hale,  Curry  Haley,  Sue  Heath,  Margaret 
Hedges  (MaH),  Kathy  Heindel,  Mitch  Heindel 
(MiH),  Rhandy  Helton  (RHe),  Beverly  Hen- 
derson (BHe),  Mel  Henderson  (MeH),  Antho- 
ny Hewetson  (AnH)  (Northwest  Texas:  4407 
36th  St.,  Lubbock  TX  79414.  email:  ter- 
rverts@yahoo.com),  Aveline  Hewetson  (AvH), 
Petra  Hockey,  Bob  Honig  (BHo),  Mimi  Hoppe 
Wolf  (MHW),  Ruth  Hoyt  (RHo),  Havar  Hved- 
ing,  Lucyjalbert  (LJa),  Bob  Johnson,  Lacrecia 
Johnson,  Dan  Jones,  Larry  Jordan  (LJo), 
Joseph  Kennedy,  Richard  Kinney  (RKi), 
Phillip  Kite,  Mark  Klym,  Rich  Kostecke 
(RKo),  Ed  Kutac,  Cin-Ty  Lee  (CTL),  Gregg 
Lee,  Rob  Lee  (RLe),  Ann  Lemon,  Michael 
Lindsey  (MLi),  Brad  Lirette,  Dell  Little,  Mark 
Lockwood  (ML),  Kay  Lookingbill,  Robert 
Lookingbill  (RLo),  Alex  Martinez,  Cerda  Mar- 
tinez, Steve  Mayes,  David  McDonald  (DMc), 
Brad  McKinney,  Mira  Merritt-Pellerin  (MMP), 
Penny  Miller,  Derek  Muschalek  (DMu),  Nan- 
cy Norman,  Bob  Norris,  Michael  O’Brien,  Car- 
olyn Ohl-Johnson  (COJ),  Karl  Overman,  Jim 
Paton  (Trans-Pecos:  4325  Boy  Scout  Lane,  El 
Paso,  TX  79922.  email:  patonjn@netzero.net), 
Barrett  Pierce,  Randy  Pinkston,  David  Rankin 
(DRa),  Martin  Reid,  Thomas  Riecke,  Cecilia 
Riley  (CRi),  David  Ringer  (DRi),  Chris  Runk 
(CRu),  Susan  Russo,  Boyd  Sanders  (BSa), 
Richard  Schaefer,  Marcy  Scott  (MSc),  Willie 
Sekula  (South  Texas:  7063  Co.  Rd.  228,  Falls 
City,  TX  78113-2627.  email:  wseku- 
la@copper.net),  Marsha  Seyffert  (MSe),  Mar- 
garet Sloan  (MaS),  Mike  Sloat  (MiS),  John 
Sproul  0Sp)>  Diane  Stelzer,  Jim  Stevenson 
OSt),  Byron  Stone  (BSt),  Paul  Sunby,  Brady 
Surber  (BSu),  Jeff  Troy,  Brian  Truss,  Robert 
Truss,  Darrell  Vollert,  Willie  Vollert,  Christian 
Walker,  Ron  Weeks  (UTC:  110  Indian  War- 
rior, Lake  Jackson,  TX  77566.  email:  ron- 
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Compared  with  114  years  of  records 
available  from  NOAAs  National  Cli- 
matic Data  Center,  most  statewide 
monthly  average  temperature  and  precipita- 
tion rankings  were  near  normal  throughout 
the  period.  However,  November  rated  much 
above  normal  in  temperature  for  both  Col- 
orado (the  eighth  warmest  on  record)  and 
Wyoming  (the  hfth  warmest).  The  only  other 
standout  rankings  came  in  August,  with 
much-above-normal  precipitation  for  Col- 
orado (the  eleventh  wettest)  and  above-nor- 
mal temperature  for  Wyoming.  Drought  is  a 
perennial  concern  in  the  Region,  but  neither 
state  had  areas  ranked  above  moderate 
drought  this  period  according  to  the  U.  S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture’s  Drought  Monitor. 
Driest  were  southwestern  Wyoming  and  far 
southeastern  Colorado,  at  moderate  drought 
severity.  Much  of  the  remaining  Eastern 
Plains  of  Colorado,  along  with  the  northwest- 
ern portion  of  the  state,  were  abnormally  dry. 
Southern  and  northwestern  Wyoming  were 
also  abnormally  dry,  along  with  a strip  bor- 
dering Nebraska. 

While  the  shorebirding  action  was  decid- 
edly slow,  larids  had  a banner  showing  in  Col- 
orado, including  a candidate  Slaty-backed 
Gull  and  Colorado’s  hrst  Sooty  Tern.  A single 
alcid  in  the  Region  is  enough  for  a banner 
year  in  that  category,  too.  Colorado’s  seventh 
Ancient  Murrelet  continued  the  unbroken 
streak  of  one-day  murrelet  wonders  in  the 
state,  much  to  the  disappointment  of  birders 
seeking  the  bird  the  following  day.  In  the 
passerine  highlight  department,  Wyoming 
tallied  several  second  state  records  (Gray- 
cheeked Thrush,  Pine  Warbler),  while  Col- 
orado was  visited  by  two  potential  thirds: 
Henslow’s  Sparrow  and  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow. 
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Abbreviations:  C.B.R.C.  (Colorado  B.R.C.); 
Cherry  Creek  (Cherry  Creek  Res.,  Arapahoe)', 
Chico  (Chico  Basin  Ranch,  Pueblo/El  Paso)', 
Crow  Valley  (Crow  Valley  Campground, 
Pawnee  N.G.,  Weld).  “West  Slope”  denotes  lo- 
cations w.  of  the  Rockies.  Due  to  reporting  bi- 
ases, all  locations  can  be  assumed  to  be  in 
Colorado  except  that  each  Wyoming  location 
is  noted  as  such  the/irst  time  it  appears  in  the 
text.  Because  most  rarities  are  seen  by  multi- 
ple observers,  only  the  observer(s)  initially 
finding  and  identifying  the  bird  are  noted. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  PELICANS 

The  only  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  report- 
ed from  the  West  Slope,  where  uncommon, 
were  at  Delta,  Delta  15  Oct  (2  birds;  AR).  Two 
Snow  Geese  at  Jumbo  Res.,  Logan  24  Aug-1 
Sep  (BK)  were  either  very  early  fall  migrants 
or  overlooked  summering  birds.  An  ad.  Ross’s 
Goose  was  locally  rare  at  Flat  Creek,  Teton, 
WY  26  Nov  (K.  Johnson).  The  first  of  the  fall 
hordes  of  Cackling  Geese  were  12  at  Standley 
L.,  Jefferson  4 Oct  (LSS);  one  present  at  Nor- 
wood, San  Miguel  9 Nov  (CD,  BW)  was  on  the 
West  Slope,  where  fairly  rare  (or  under-re- 
ported). There  has  been  a recent  spate  of 
Mute  Swans  of  un- 
known provenance  in 
Colorado,  with  reports 
this  fall  being  of  one  at 
Barr  L.,  Adams  9 Nov 
(S.  Deitemeyer)  and  2 
at  Greeley,  Weld  Tl  Nov 
(G.  Lefko),  with  the  lat- 
ter report  being  more 
likely  of  a former  cap- 
tive. The  recent  upsurge 
of  native  swan  reports 
in  Colorado  has  caused 
the  C.B.R.C.  to  remove 
both  species  from  the 
state’s  review  list,  and 
this  fall’s  reports  offer 
support  for  that  deci- 
sion: four  reports  (total- 
ing 8 individuals)  of 
Trumpeter  Swan  and  an 
unprecedented  20  re- 
ports of  some  105  Tun- 
dra Swans,  including  a 
potential  record  state 
maximum  of  28  (half  of 
these  juvs.)  at  Browns 
Park  N.W.R.,  Moffat  8 
Nov  (CD).  A whopping 
400  Tundra  Swans 
graced  Rollins  Res., 

Uinta,  WY  28  Oct  (SP), 
including  a neck-col- 
lared ad.  male  that  had 


been  banded  from  a molting  flock  in  the 
Noatak  R.  delta,  AK. 

A molting  male  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  a 
nice  find  at  Offeld  Res.,  Moffat  25  Oct  (ph. 
AS);  and  1840  American  Wigeons  at  L.  Cata- 
mount, Routt  15  Nov  (T.  Molton)  made  a 
goodly  number.  This  fall  saw  another  good 
scoter  flight  in  Colorado,  though  with  lower 
overall  numbers  than  in  fall  2007:  20  Surfs 
(10  reports  from  nine  counties),  7 White- 
wingeds  (six  reports,  six  counties),  and  12 
Blacks  (nine  reports,  eight  counties).  A fe- 
male-plumaged  Black  Scoter  was  a rare  find  at 
Gray  Reef  Res.,  Natrona,  WY  27  Oct  (R.  Tay- 
lor), as  was  an  ad.  female  Long-tailed  Duck  at 
Ray  L.  marsh,  Fremont,  WY  27  Nov  (E.  Crane, 
J.  Downham,  Del  Nelson);  there  were  eight 
Colorado  reports  of  the  latter  species.  The 
only  slightly-out-of-place  Barrow’s  Gold- 
eneyes were  2 males  at  Lathrop  S.P.,  Hueifano 
26  Nov  (RM).  For  the  2nd  year  in  a row,  a 
Common  Merganser  was  well  out  on  the 
plains  at  Jumbo  Res.  in  early  fall,  this  time  on 
2 Aug  (TRL).  A Red-throated  Loon  at 
Sweitzer  Res.,  Delta  26  Oct-26  Nov  (TJBn) 
provided  for  one  of  very  few  West  Slope 
records.  Ten  reports  (of  14  individuals)  of  Pa- 


Showing  characteristics  of  a first-cycle  Slaty-backed  Gull,  this  bird  also  illustrated  the  diffi- 
culties in  identifying  young  large  Larus  gulls.  After  inhabiting  Sixmile  Reservoir,  Boulder 
County,  Colorado  27-28  (here  28)  November  2008,  it  proceeded  to  Macintosh  Reservoir  in 
Boulder  County  and  Cherry  Creek  Reservoir  in  Arapahoe  County,  and  probably  also  Pueblo 

Reservoir  in  Pueblo  County.  Photographs  by  Bill  Schmoker. 
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A little  bird  on  a big  lake,  this  Ancient  Murrelet  avoided  detection  by  all  but  a pair  of  canoeists  at  well-birded  Pueblo  Reser- 
voir, Pueblo  County,  Colorado  on  16  November  2008.  Photograph  by  Rkk  Qawges. 


cific  Loon  were  received  this  fall,  though  both 
of  the  birds  w.  of  the  Front  Range  (where  a re- 
view species)  went  undocumented.  A single 
at  Yant’s  Puddle,  Natrona  28  Oct  (CM)  was  in 
Wyoming,  where  rarely  reported.  Apparently, 
2 different  juv.  Yellow-billed  Loons  were  not- 
ed at  Antero  Res.,  Park  28  Oct  (AS,  CW, 
IBM),  though  only  one  was  documented;  one 
apparently  stayed  through  at  least  15  Nov. 

Two  Red-necked  Grebes  made  for  a nice 
sight  at  Yant’s  Puddle  29  Sep  (CM).  Eight 
were  scattered  among  six  sites  in  Colorado, 
including  a bird  at  Adobe  Creek  Res.  1 Nov 
(SO)  that  was  Kiowa’s  first;  a juv.  and  an  ad.  at 
Cherry  Creek  27  Nov  (GW,  AS)  that  moved  to 
Chatfield  Res.,  Jefferson/Douglas  the  next  day 
QK);  and  a juv.  at  Woods  L.,  Weld  29  Nov 
(TRL),  a much  smaller  water  body  than  that 
on  which  the  species  is  typically  found  in  the 
state.  The  Western  Grebe  high  count  this  fall 
(1103)  came  from  Standley  L.  3 Nov  (LSS),  a 
typical  location  for  such  a concentration.  A 
Clark’s  Grebe  was  a rare  find  at  Yant’s  Puddle 
22  Oct  (G&JL).  Juv.  Brown  Pelicans  were 
documented  from  Prewitt  Res.,  Washington  11 
Aug  (L.  Griffin,  D.  Smith)  and  Baseline  Res. 
and  a variety  of  other  Boulder  water  bodies  5 
Sep-4  Oct  (A.  Brown,  ph.  TRL). 

HERONS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

An  American  Bittern  at  Sweitzer  Res.  27  Oct 
(LS)  was  fairly  late.  A Least  Bittern  was  an  in- 
credible find  at  Cottonwood  Hollow,  Larimer 
19  Aug  (tDAL),  as  most  Colorado  records 
come  from  the  lower  Arkansas  R.  valley.  A 
Great  Egret  9 Oct  at  Ice  Pond  (RM)  was  not 
only  late  but  provided  only  the  2nd  record  for 
high-elevation  Chaffee-  a Snowy  Egret  at 
Stagecoach  Res.,  Routt  11  Oct  (T.  Litteral)  was 
also  late,  particularly  for  nw.  Colorado.  Ad. 
Little  Blue  Herons  made  news  at  McClellan 


Res.,  Arapahoe  8 Aug  (S.  Stachowiak)  and 
near  Avondale,  Pueblo  18  Sep  (SO).  Single 
Cattle  Egrets  at  Timnath  Res.,  Larimer  4 Nov 
(AS,  NK)  and  Nucla,  Montrose  22  Nov  (CD) 
joined  the  procession  of  late  white  herons, 
with  the  latter  being  record  late  for  the  West 
Slope.  A Green  Heron  in  Teton,  WY  7 Aug  (R. 
Haberfeld)  provided  the  county’s  2nd  record. 
A molting  ad.  Glossy  Ibis  x White-faced  Ibis 
hybrid  made  for  a rare  autumn  find  at  jumbo 
Res.  2 Aug  (TRL,  LSS,  TS) — identifying  Ple- 
gadis  ibis  in  autumn  can  be 
very  challenging. 

Quite  late  was  a Turkey 
Vulture  over  Pueblo,  Pueblo 
14  Nov  (RM).  The  24  Mis- 
sissippi Kites  over  Pueblo  8 
Aug  (C.  Smith)  made  for 
quite  a high  number,  and 
the  single  at  Chico,  Pueblo 
13  Sep  (BG)  was  that  well- 
birded  site’s  2nd.  An  ad. 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  over 
Broomfield  9 Oct  (tTS)  was 
a very  rare  find.  While  4 
Broad-winged  Hawks  (18 
Aug-23  Sep)  made  for  a 
typical  fall  count  in  Col- 
orado, the  last  one  was  re- 
ported from  L.  Catamount 
(L.  Williams)  on  the  West 
Slope,  where  decidedly  rare  and/or  under-re- 
ported.  Additionally,  the  5 in  the  Casper  area, 
Natrona,  WY  21  Sep  (CM)  was  a high  num- 
ber; and  the  single  reported  near  Keyhole 
Res.,  Campbell,  WY  17  Nov  QA)  was  incredi- 
bly late.  The  earliest  Colorado  Merlin  report 
came  from  Morgan  30  Aug  (TD).  A gray- 
morph  Gyrfalcon  was  documented  from  An- 
tero Res.  10  Nov  (AS,  NK),  while  individual 
gray-  (23  Oct-r)  and  white-morph  (21  Oct-f-) 


Gyrfalcons  were  noted  in  the  Casper  area  (fide 
DF);  no  details  on  the  very  rare  white  bird 
were  provided.  Juv.  Peregrine  Falcons  were 
quite  late  in  Wyoming  at  Fontanelle  Res., 
Sublette  6 Nov  (SP)  and  Riverton,  Fremont  8 
Nov  (T.  Axthelm). 

A very  early  migration  pulse  brought 
>5000  Sandhill  Cranes  over  Douglas  and  El- 
bert 9-10  Sep  and  another  403  over  Frank- 
town,  Douglas  12  Sep  (H.  & U.  Kingery), 
while  500  over  Craig,  Moffat  6 Nov  (FL)  were 
somewhat  late.  A Black-bellied  Plover  at  Hax- 
tun  1 Sep  (R.  Linfield)  was  a nice  find  for  wa- 
ter-poor Phillips.  Oddly,  the  abnormal  num- 
ber of  American  Golden-Plover  reports  great- 
ly outnumbered  those  of  Black-bellied  Plovers 
this  fall,  as  no  fewer  than  43  (15  reports)  were 
noted  in  six  Colorado  and  two  Wyoming 
counties.  Three  Snowy  Plovers  running 
around  at  Jumbo  Res.,  Logan/Sedgwick  5 Sep 
(N.  Erthal  et  al.)  were  out  of  place.  A Black- 
necked Stilt  25  Aug  and  single  American  Av- 
ocets  12  Aug  and  21  Oct  at  DeWeese  Res.  (all 
RM)  were  rare  for  montane  Custer,  particular- 
ly the  stilt;  a Lesser  Yellowlegs  was  late  there 
21  Oct  (RM).  The  113  Upland  Sandpipers  in 
the  vicinity  of  CRs  42  and  FF,  Yuma  2 Aug 
(TRL,  LSS,  TS)  probably  provided  a new  Col- 
orado high  count,  while  23  at  Prewitt  Res.  8 
Aug  (GW  et  al.)  was  a local  high  count.  Sin- 
gle Long-billed  Curlews  in  Mesa  (4  Sep;  LA) 


and  Delta  (7  Sep;  B.  Bradley)  were  rare  on  the 
West  Slope  in  fall.  A Marbled  Godwit  at  Jack- 
son  Res.,  Morgan  3 Oct  QK.  D.  Schottler)  was 
late.  The  only  report  of  Ruddy  Turnstone 
came  from  Jumbo  Res.,  Sedgwick  1 Sep  (NK, 
CW). 

Sanderlings  showed  poorly  this  season, 
with  only  eight  reports  (4  Sep-14  Oct), 
among  them  one  from  Wyoming  at  Keyhole 
Res.  25  Sep  QA,  V.  Hays)  and  one  from  the 


Despite  a night  with  temperatures  as  low  as  -1 6°  C,  this  male  Hooded  Warbler  per- 
sisted from  early  September  through  the  weekend  of  8-9  (here  8)  November  2008  in 
Monte  Vista,  Colorado.  Photograph  by  Jenny  Mehring. 
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^ A A gull  well  into  its  pre-formative  molt  that  matched  most  features  of  Slaty-backed  Gul!  visited  Sixmile  Res.  and  Mdn- 
3#ltosh  Res.,  Boulder  27-30  Nov  (ph.  CN,  ph.  TL,  ph.  BS);  there  is  only  one  previous  state  and  Regional  record  of  the 
species.  As  expected,  due  to  the  difficulty  of  separating  Slaty-backed  Gulls  of  that  age  from  various  hybrid  gulls  (particularly 
Herring  x Glaucous-winged),  the  identification  of  the  bird  was  extensively  discussed  by  local  and  national  experts  ,with  no 
clear  consensus.  The  same  bird  was  photographed  at  Cherry  Creel  13  Dec  (GW)  and  was  probably  seen  at  Pueblo  Res.,  Puebh 
on  one  or  two  occasions  in  mid-Dec  The  bird's  sizable  bill,  pale  head,  Thayer's-iike  wingtip  and  tertiai  tip  patterns,  and  ex- 
tensively white-tipped  inner  greater  coverts  all  suggest  Slaty-backed  Gull,  but  the  C.S.R.C.  will  probably  not  accept  the 
record.  We  maintain  that  definitive  identification  of  first-cyde  Slaly-backed  Gull  away  from  e,  Asia  could  be  possible  and  hope 
that  closer  scrutiny  of  such  birds  on  both  sides  of  the  Pacific  will  resolve  this  still  open  question.  Additional  pictures  of  the  bird 
can  be  found  at:  <www.flickr.com/photos/christiaii_iiunes/sets/721 5760338S936136/?page=3brdpia.blogspotcom/ 
search?updated-max=2OO9-O1-24T13%3AO3%3AOO-O7%3AO0>aEKl  <www.pbase.c0m/gwalbek/interesting_gulL>- 


r A Birders  conducting  a Big  Day  on  12  Sep  encountered  the  best  bird  of  the  season  (and  year!)  when  they  noted  an  ad. 
3/1  So0^  Tern  at  L.  Holbrook,  Otem  (tBKP,  MP,  BdS,  BnS).  The  bird  was  seen  to  fly  off  to  the  nw.,  and  later  searching  of 
L Meredith,  frow/ej enabled  subsequent  birders  to  tally  this  first  state  record  on  the  12th  (tJK,  tBM,  tAS,  tGW)  and  the  13th 
(tBS).  It  seems  likely  that  the  bird  was  initially  displaced  by  Hurricane  Gustav  and  eventually  found  its  way  to  Colorado. 


West  Slope  of  Colorado  at  Fruitgrowers  Res., 
Delta  4 Sep  (LA).  A Pectoral  Sandpiper  at 
Highline  Res.,  Mesa  was  not  only  fairly  rare 
for  the  West  Slope  but  record  late  13  Nov 
(LA).  Also  somewhat  rare  on  the  West  Slope, 
the  6 Stilt  Sandpipers  that  visited  Fruitgrow- 
ers Res.  6-7  Sep  (CD)  also  made  for  a high 
count.  The  latest  of  the  eight  Regional  Short- 
billed Dowitcher  reports  was  of  2 at  Yants 
Puddle  on  the  late  date  of  20  Oct  (CM),  three 
weeks  after  the  last  Colorado  report.  After  the 
incredible  spring  showing,  we  received  only  a 
single  fall  report  of  Red-necked  Phalarope — 
thus  the  species  was  outnumbered  by  Red 
Phalarope  this  season!  The  two  documented 
occurrences  of  the  latter  were  of  singles  at  De- 
Weese  Res.  22  Sep  (molting  ad.;  RM)  and 
Walden  Ponds,  Boulder  5-7  Oct  (basic 
plumage;  CN). 

GULLS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Two  Laughing  Gulls  were  found  at  Barr  L.  18 
Oct,  an  ad.  (AS)  and  a juv.  (|D).  A molting  ad. 
Mew  Gull  first  found  at  Cherry  Creek  10  Sep 
(quite  early)  was  present  through  the  season 
(LK,  ph.  TRL).  Another  ad.  was  nicely  pho- 
tographed at  the  same  location  29  Nov  (GW). 
An  incredible  report  of  9 Mew  Gulls  there  on 
30  Nov  was  not  documented,  nor  was  a 25 
Sep  (early)  report  from  Yant’s  Puddle.  The 
first  fall  reports  of  Thayer’s  and  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  came  28  Oct  and  14  Sep,  re- 
spectively. A first-cycle  Glaucous-winged  Gull 
was  present  at  Antero  Res.  30  Oct-15  Nov 
(GW,  LK),  the  site  of  Colorado’s  first  record  of 
the  species.  Only  15  reports  of  37  Sabine’s 
Gulls  (4  from  Wyoming),  spanning  4 Sep-20 
Oct,  made  for  a sub-par  season. 

Least  Terns  were  a bit  out  of  place  at  L. 
Meredith  12-13  Sep  (AS)  and  way  out  of  place 
at  Ish  Res.,  Boulder  12  Aug  (TF).  The  most  in- 


teresting of  five  reports  of  Caspian  Tern  were 
of  one  at  DeWeese  Res.  5 Aug  (DS)  and  sin- 
gles at  Fruitgrowers  Res.  12  Oct  (AR)  and 
Grand  Junction,  Mesa  13  Oct  (LSt).  Single 
juv.  Pomarine  Jaegers  were  documented  from 
Jackson  Res.  5-6  Oct  (BK,  TCN)  and  Barr  L. 
18  Oct  QBn).  A juv.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  was,  as 
is  typical  in  the  Region,  seen  eating  a 
grasshopper  at  McIntosh  Res.  7 Sep  (S.  Sev- 
ers, W.  Szeliga),  and  other  singles  graced 
Cherry  Creek  11-25  Sep  (GW)  and  Chatfield 
Res.,  Douglas  11  Oct  QK,  AS).  An  Ancient 
Murrelet  was  well  photographed  at  Pueblo 
Res.  16  Nov  (T.  Ivahnenko,  ph.  R.  Clawges) 
and,  with  acceptance,  would  provide  the  7th 
state  record. 

D0¥ES THROUGH  JAYS 

Two  of  six  Colorado  White-winged  Dove  re- 
ports came  from  the  West  Slope,  where  some- 
what rarer.  A Monk  Parakeet  visited  Love- 
land, Larimer  feeders  2-10  Aug  (E.  Coley).  A 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  a bit  out  of  the  or- 
dinary at  Cherry  Creek  17  Sep  (fide  GW),  as 
was  a Burrowing  Owl  in  Broomfield  6 Aug 
(TD).  A Whip-poor-will  provided  a first 
Pueblo  and  2nd  Chico  record  5 Sep  (BG). 
Black  Swifts  were  at  low  elevation  at  Nucia  1 
Aug  (CD,  BW);  at  Union  Res.,  Weld  17  Aug 
(BK);  and  at  Paonia,  Delta  26  Sep  (JBn).  An 
imm.  male  Anna’s  Hummingbird  near  Horse- 
tooth  Res.  was  appreciated  5 Nov  (D.  Stein- 
graber,  ph.  NK);  if  accepted,  the  record  would 
be  the  first  for  Larimer,  though  the  bird’s 
hosts  have  apparently  had  two  previous  indi- 
viduals of  the  species  in  their  yard  in  the  past 
17  years.  A male  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird 
10  Oct-1  Nov  at  Estes  Park,  Larimer  (S. 
Ward)  was  quite  late;  a Rufous  Hummingbird 
in  Boulder  1-10  Oct  (D.  Waltman)  was  only 
somewhat  late.  Juv.  Red-headed  Woodpeckers 


were  w.  of  normal  at  Cheyenne,  Laramie,  WY 
7 Sep  (G.  Pike),  Rocky  Mountain  N.P., 
Larimer  9 Sep  (G.  Matthews),  Belmar  Park, 
Jefferson  10  Sep  (I.  Sanders),  and  Fountain 
Creek  Regional  Park,  El  Paso  13  Sep  (B.  Goy- 
coolea).  Another  was  near  Fort  Collins,  | 
Larimer  18  Sep  (NK).  Also  w.  of  normal  was  a i; 
male  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  at  Chico,  El  , 
Paso  23  Aug-9  Sep  (BM).  Yellow-bellied  Sap-  j 
suckers  were  reported  from  Prowers  (2), 
Pueblo,  Fremont,  and  Jefferson.  S 

An  Alder  Flycatcher  was  banded  at  Chico  3 ] 

Sep  (BG).  A Gray  Flycatcher  at  Edness  K.  ) 
Wilkins  S.E  in  Natrona  17  Aug  (CM)  was  well  jn 
n.  in  Wyoming.  A Pacific-slope/Cordilleran 
Flycatcher  banded  and  measured  at  Barr  L.,  L 
Adams  1 Sep  fell  into  the  mensural  range  of  j; 
Pacific-slope  Flycatcher  (S.  Nicely);  there  are  Iji 
no  accepted  records  of  the  species  in  Col-  ij; 
orado,  though  two  records  are  currently  cir-  1 
culating  in  the  C.B.R.C.  Westerly  were  2 
Great  Crested  Flycatchers  at  Chico,  one  each  | 
in  Pueblo  and  El  Paso,  12  Sep  (both  BG).  A | 
White-eyed  Vireo  at  Prewitt  Res.  23  Aug  was 
a nice  find  (BK),  although  the  one  at  Holyoke,  ! 
Phillips  on  the  very  late  date  of  16  Nov  (AS,  j 
NK)  was  unprecedented.  A Bell’s  ’Vireo  far  w.  Ijj 
at  L.  DeWeese  Res.  27  Sep  (MP)  represents  a | 
Custer  first.  A Blue-headed  Vireo  was  at  Cher-  | 
ry  Creek  4 Sep  (ph.  GW).  Wyoming’s  3th  | 
record  (p.a.)  of  Philadelphia  Vireo  visited 
Casper,  Natrona  8 Sep  (JL).  Single  Philadel-  ' 
phia  Vireos  were  in  Colorado  at  Westminster, 
Jefferson  14  Sep  (LSS)  and  in  rural  Weld  19 
Sep  (A.  Hilf  et  al).  Rare  for  w.  Wyoming,  a .• 
Blue  Jay  was  in  Riverton  21  Nov  (B.  Hargis),  j! 
Pinyon  Jays  rarely  grace  the  Colorado  plains;  j 
thus  the  flock  of  21  at  Crow  Valley  17  Sep  j 
(DAL)  was  interesting.  j 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A Tree  Swallow  at  Rocky  Ford  S.W.A.,  Otero  4 I 
Nov  was  late  (SO);  Barn  Swallows  are  usually  ;; 
the  last  swallow  species  to  leave  the  state  in 
fall.  Mountain  Chickadees  bailed  from  the 
mts.  and  spread  across  the  plains  during  win- 
ter 2007-2008;  only  one  report  of  a wayward  j 
bird  came  in  this  fall,  one  in  Cheyenne,  i 
Laramie  1 Oct  (C.  Seniawski).  North  of  nor-  ; 
mal  was  the  Juniper  Titmouse  at  a feeder  in 
Casper  30  Nov  (S.  Bogart),  although  one  (the  ' 
same  bird?)  was  at  that  location  during  win- 
ter 2007-2008.  A small  flock  of  Bushtits  was  I 
also  far  n.  in  Wyoming  in  rural  Natrona  8 Oct  1 
(G&JL).  As  with  Mountain  Chickadees,  ' 
Pygmy  Nuthatches  irrupted  onto  the  plains  ! 
during  winter  2007-2008.  Another  spill-over, 
of  lower  magnitude,  occurred  during  fall 
2008,  with  reports  of  birds  from  Aug-Oct  in 
Weld  and  Larimer  in  Colorado  and  Crook  and  | 
Campbell  in  Wyoming.  5 
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The  4 Carolina  Wrens  present  in  Aug  and 
Sep  in  ne.  and  foothill  counties  of  Colorado 
{Washington,  El  Paso,  Fremont,  and  Pueblo) 
made  a high  number  for  the  state.  A House 
Wren  in  Colorado  City,  Pueblo  15  Nov  (DS) 
was  late.  In  contrast,  the  Winter  Wren,  a rare 
but  regular  migrant/winterer,  in  rural  Prowers 
22  Aug  QS)  was  very  early.  Not  one  but  2 
Sedge  Wrens  turned  up:  one  was  at  Chico,  El 
Paso  21  Oct  (BM)  and  provided  a first  ranch 
record,  the  other  was  at  Bent’s  Old  Fort,  Otero 
2 Nov  (p.a.  JD).  A Marsh  Wren  near  Sun- 
dance, Crook  23  Nov  QA,  Jen  Adams)  was  late 
for  Wyoming.  Possibly  providing  Wyoming’s 
2nd  record  (p.a.),  a Gray-cheeked  Thrush 
was  reported  from  Casper  4 Oct  (CM);  in  Col- 
orado, the  species  is  annual  in  spring  but  ex- 
ceedingly rare  in  fall.  The  first  Varied  Thrush 
of  the  fall  was  at  Crow  Valley  1-4  Oct  (M. 
Freiberg).  Wyoming  furnished  one  report  of 
Varied  Thrush,  of  a bird  in  Saratoga,  Carbon  3 
Nov  (E  Bergquist).  Late  was  a Brown  Thrash- 
er in  Cheyenne  28  Nov  (F  Lebsack).  Al- 
though there  are  only  10  accepted  records  of 
Sprague’s  Pipit,  the  species  is  believed  to  be  a 
regular  fall  migrant  on  the  e.  Colorado  plains, 
requiring  only  focused  grassland  searches.  A 
group  working  the  grasslands  of  Fox  Ranch, 
Yuma  was  pleasantly  rewarded  with  5 
Sprague’s  Pipits  4 Oct  (TF  et  al.). 

A total  of  29  species  of  warbler  passed 
through  Colorado,  with  e.  strays  being  of  spe- 
cial interest.  A Blue-winged  Warbler  was  in 
Pueblo  8 Sep  (M.  Yaeger),  while  a Golden- 
winged was  photographed  well  out  of  range  at 
Crystal  Lakes,  Lake  near  3000  m elevation  1 
Sep  (TK).  Colorado  produced  17  reports  of 
Nashville  Warbler,  while  Wyoming  had  one. 
Very  late  Northern  Parulas  included  one  at 
Chatfield  Res.,  Jefferson  2 Nov  (D.  Kibbe,  M. 
Goldthwaite);  one  in  Lakewood,  Jefferson  23 
Nov  (C.  Blair);  and  one  nicely  photographed 
in  the  mts.  at  Carbondale,  Garfield  30  Nov 
that  persisted  into  the  winter  season  (D. 
Clark).  In  e.  Colorado,  7 Chestnut-sided  War- 
blers (slightly  more  than  usual),  4 Magnolia 
Warblers,  and  2 Black-throated  Blue  Warblers 
were  tallied.  A Black-throated  Gray  Warbler 
in  Casper  8 Sep  (G&JL)  was  well  n.  for 
Wyoming.  Wayward  Black-throated  Green 
Warblers  included  one  in  rural  Weld  14  Sep 
(AS)  and  one  in  Rifle,  Garfield  26  Sep  (CD, 
BW),  the  latter  providing  a very  rare  West 
Slope  record.  A Blackburnian  Warbler  visited 
Chico,  Pueblo  6 Sep  (tBG).  Exciting  for 
Wyoming  was  the  2nd  state  record  of  Pine 
Warbler,  from  Casper  8 Sep  (G&JL).  A Bay- 
breasted Warbler  graced  Crow  Valley  1 Oct 
(AS);  there  are  fewer  than  40  records  for  Col- 
orado. A Prothonotary  Warbler,  a species  rar- 
er here  in  fall  than  in  spring,  was  at  Cheraw, 


Otero  12  Sep  (BnS,  BdS,  MP),  and  a Mourning 
Warbler  skulked  at  Cherry  Creek  5 Sep  (S. 
Shaum).  Four  Hooded  Warblers  reported 
from  Colorado  in  Sep  represented  a typical 
fall  count,  but  one  that  lingered  in  Monte 
Vista,  Rio  Grande  early  Oct-8  Nov  (ph.  J. 
Nehring)  was  particularly  late.  Both  potential 
5th  Wyoming  records,  a Hooded  Warbler  was 
at  Edness  K.  Wilkins  S.P.,  Natrona  22  Sep 
(CM),  and  a Canada  Warbler  was  pho- 
tographed in  Casper  30  Aug  (G&JL). 

TANAGERS THROUGH  FINCHES 

Late  Western  Tanagers  included  singles  in  ru- 
ral Garfield  16  Nov  (T.  McConnell)  and  Fort 
Collins  30  Nov  (].  Birek).  A bit  ne.  of  usual 
was  the  Canyon  Towhee  near  Lamar,  Prowers 
18  Sep  QS).  Westerly  Field  Sparrows  included 
singles  at  Chatfield  Res.,  Douglas  13  Sep  QK), 
in  rural  Natrona  8 Oct  (G&JL),  and  at  Pueblo 

15  Nov  (m.ob.).  Rarely  detected  in  migration 
in  Wyoming,  a Baird’s  Sparrow  was  at  Yant’s 
Puddle  5 Oct  (CM;  p.a.).  A site  near  Bonny 
Res.,  Yumti  supported  a trifecta  of  rare  Ain- 
modramus,  with  a Henslow’s  Sparrow  and  a 
Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  3-4  Oct  (AS,  CW)  and  a 
Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  4 Oct  (CW); 
the  first  and  last  of  these  would  each  provide 
3rd  Colorado  records  (p.a.).  Two  Red  Fox 
Sparrows  were  noted,  one  at  Castle  Rock, 
Douglas  22  Oct  (R.  Olson),  the  other  at  Col- 
orado Springs,  El  Paso  29  Oct-3  Nov  (T.  Bre- 
villier,  D.  Chattier).  A Golden-crowned  Spar- 
row graced  a Lakewood,  Jefferson  feeder  11- 
13  Oct  (N.  Lewis).  Snow  Buntings  staged  a 
small  but  early  push  into  Colorado,  with  up 
to  2 at  Antero  Res.  24  Oct-9  Nov  (LK,  GW, 
ph.  BS)  and  singles  at  Walden  Res.  30  Oct 
(AS,  TD)  and  at  Jumbo  Res.,  Sedgwick/Logan 

16  Nov  (AS,  NK). 

Two  Northern  Cardinals  pushed  westward 
to  the  Jefferson  foothills,  one  in  Deer  Creek 
Canyon  5 Aug  (fide  M.  Henwood),  the  other 
in  Wheatridge  7-10  Aug  0-  Fischer).  A green 
Painted  Bunting  foraged  at  Rye  Mountain 
Park,  Pueblo  20  Aug  (DS).  Rare  but  regular  in 
small  numbers  in  Colorado,  Rusty  Blackbirds 
made  the  scene  in  rural  Morgan  26  Oct  (3 
birds;  JK,  CW)  and  Fort  Collins  11  Nov  (one; 
NK).  Very  rare  on  the  plains  and  exceptional- 
ly early  was  the  Pine  Grosbeak  at  Lamar, 
Prowers  8 Oct  (DAL).  White-winged  Cross- 
bills made  a good  showing  across  various 
high  montane  areas  of  Colorado  beginning  in 
Aug,  with  reports  coming  from  Routt,  Summit, 
Eagle,  Delta,  Gunnison,  and  Clear  Creek  (v.o.). 
Colorado  had  two  reports  of  single  Common 
Redpolls,  one  each  from  Jumbo  Res,  Sedgwick 
26  Oct  QK,  CW)  and  Leadville,  Lake  16  Nov 
(TK).  Wyoming  also  had  two  reports,  one 
each  at  Casper  13  Nov-t  (CM)  and  Evanston, 


Uinta  19  Nov  (T.  Gorman),  the  latter  record 
being  of  more  interest,  as  the  species  is  quite 
rare  in  sw.  Wyoming. 

Undocumented  rarities:  The  following  re- 
view species  were  reported  in  the  period  from 
Colorado  with  no  documentation:  Ruffed 
Grouse  in  Moffat',  Red-throated  Loon  in  Dou- 
glas, Jackson,  Park,  Pueblo',  Pacific  Loon  in 
Mesa,  Park',  Brown  Pelican  in  Larimer' 
Neotropic  Cormorant  in  Jefferson',  Tricolored 
Heron  in  Yutrra;  Mississippi  Kite  in  Mesa 
(West  Slope  review  species);  Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper  in  Washington  (two  reports).  Weld; 
Red  Phalarope  in  Boulder,  Otero;  Laughing 
Gull  in  Berrt,  Crowley,  Mew  Gull  in  Arapahoe, 
Boulder  (two  reports),  Larimer,  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  in  El  Paso,  Pueblo,  Weld',  Arctic 
Tern  in  Arapahoe'  Pomarine  Jaeger  in  Jeffer- 
son/Douglas', Long-tailed  Jaeger  in  Morgan; 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  in  Larimer, 
Prowers;  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  in  Washington 
(two  reports);  Alder  Flycatcher  in  Pueblo; 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  in  Otero;  Sedge  Wren 
in  Yuma;  Mourning  Warbler  in  Pueblo;  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrow  in  Yuma;  and  Painted 
Bunting  in  Pueblo. 
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Weatherwise,  it  was  a mild  and  un- 
remarkable fall  season,  without 
any  notable  meteorological 
events.  Not  surprisingly,  waterfowl,  shore- 
bird,  and  passerine  migrations  were  also 
mostly  unimpressive  and  went  almost  unre- 
marked. But  adding  color  and  pleasant  mem- 
ories to  an  otherwise  forgettable  migration 
season  was  a fantastic  array  of  rare  birds,  of 
which  an  amazing  fourteen  require  boldface 
in  this  report. 

Abbreviations:  A.ER.  (American  Falls  Res., 
Bingham  and  Power,  ID);  Latilong  (area  en- 
compassed by  one  degree  latitude  and  one  de- 
gree longitude,  used  in  mapping  bird  distri- 
bution in  both  Idaho  and  Montana);  L.P.  (Ida- 
ho B.O.’s  banding  station  at  Lucky  Peak,  near 
Boise). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

Montana  reported  single  extralimital  Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  s.  of  Columbia  Falls  17 
Oct  (PS)  and  n.  of  Darby  24  Nov  (BH).  The 
only  Cackling  Geese  reported  were  Idaho  sin- 
gles in  Moscow  13-22  Oct  (TCS)  and  Boise  5- 
6 Nov  (tHK).  A Whooper  Swan  near  Hager- 
man,  ID  26  Nov+  (ph.  JC,  tCW)  may  provide 
a first  record  for  Idaho,  pending  acceptance. 
Only  one  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  reported  in 
Idaho,  the  poorest  showing  in  many  years. 
The  12  Surf  and  7 White-winged  Scoters  rep- 
resented a better-than-average  season.  Idaho’s 
5th  Black  Scoter  was  below  A.FR.  7-14  Nov 
(ph.  BD,  tCT).  Long-tailed  Ducks  were  un- 


usually scarce,  with  only  one  documented  in 
Idaho.  Pacific  Loons  came  through  in  excel- 
lent numbers,  with  10  in  Idaho  and  5 in  Mon- 
tana. A Red-throated  Loon  at  Ennis  L.,  MT  27 
Oct-4  Nov  (RW)  represented  Montana’s  12th 
record.  Always  rare  in  Montana,  a Great  Egret 
near  Red  Lodge  1-3  Aug  (BJ)  was  noteworthy. 
Single  Idaho  Green  Herons,  not  an  annual 
species,  were  in  Blaine  13  Aug  (WW)  and 
Marsing  4 Oct-30  Nov  and  later  (m.ob.).  A 
Glossy  Ibis  discovered  at  A.FR.  3 Sep  (ph. 
DCl,  TCW)  will  be  Idaho’s  8th  record  and  first 
fall  report,  if  accepted.  A flock  of  5 White- 
faced Ibis  in  Sanders,  MT  25  Aug  OO  provid- 
ed a first  record  for  Latilong  25C.  A record 
count  of  2069  Turkey  Vultures  came  from 
L.P,  almost  double  the  long-term  average  at 
that  station. 

With  only  six  accepted  records  of  Red- 
shouldered Hawk  in  Idaho,  singles  near 
Pocatello  6 Aug  (TSB),  L.P  29  Sep  (TKW), 
and  at  C.  J.  Strike  Res.  2-25  Oct  (TSB,  JC) 
were  all  noteworthy.  A total  of  28  Broad- 
winged Hawks  was  counted  at  L.P,  represent- 
ing the  site’s  3rd  highest  count  ever.  Two 
Broad-wingeds  were  also  tallied  at  Western 
Montana’s  new  hawkwatch  site  in  Jewel  Basin, 
ne.  of  Bigfork  14  & 27  Sep  (DC).  Single  Ida- 
ho Gyrfalcons  included  a local  first  captured 
at  L.P  11  Oct,  perhaps  record  early  (ph.  JC), 
and  one  in  Boundary  17  Nov  (HK),  where 
there  are  few  precedents.  If  accepted,  a Red 
Knot  in  Canyon  5-6  Sep  QH.  THK)  would  be 
Idaho’s  4th  record.  Well  above  par  were  re- 
ports of  5 rare  Short-billed  Dowitchers  10 
Aug-1  Oct. 

GULLS  THROUGH  CRACKLES 

An  incredible  first  for  Idaho  and  the  Region 
was  a Heermann’s  Gull  documented  below 
the  A.FR.  dam  7 Nov  (HK,  TCT).  The  rare- 
but-regular  gull  count  was  well  above  aver- 
age, with  12  Mew,  9 Thayer’s,  2 Glaucous- 
winged, 7 Glaucous,  and  22  Sabine’s  Gulls  re- 
ported. It  was  the  best  season  ever  for  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  in  Idaho,  with  2 at  A.FR. 
11-12  Aug  (tPL,  TCT),  2 in  Lewiston  16  Nov 
(ph.,  TTG),  and  one  at  Hagerman  28-30  Nov 
(ph.,  TCW).  An  early  snowfall  grounded  a Re- 
gionally rare  Long-tailed  Jaeger  in  Madison, 
MT  1 Sep  (ph.,  JH).  Parasitic  Jaegers  made  a 
good  showing,  with  4 at  A.FR.  3 Sep-4  Oct 
(SB,  DCl,  TCW)  and  one  near  Helena,  MT  26 
Oct-11  Nov  (BM). 


The  Lucky  Peak  banding  station  posted  a I 
record  capture  of  62  Flammulated  Owls  and  a i 
near-record  tally  of  178  Northern  Saw-whet  [ 
Owls.  Western  Montana’s  2nd  Ruby-throated  j 
Hummingbird  was  banded  near  Hamilton  25 
Aug  (RB).  Although  now  recorded  annually  || 
in  the  Region,  Anna’s  Hummingbirds  made  |j 
their  strongest  showing  ever  in  both  states, 
with  a record  8 reported  19  Sep-21  Nov. 
Twelve  Blue  Jays  in  Idaho  represented  a fairly 
typical  “non-irruption”  fall  tally.  A Pinyonjay  i 
wandered  to  the  Stevensville,  MT  area  12-30 
Nov  and  later  (BHy);  the  species  is  rare  but  I 
not  unprecedented  there.  The  only  report  of 
Northern  Mockingbird  came  from  Blaine,  ID 
20  Nov  (KC,  PWP).  Both  rare  and  surprising-  j 
ly  late  was  a Brown  Thrasher  below  the  A.ER.  j 
dam  7-14  Nov  (HK).  Always  rare,  a Tennessee  j| 
Warbler  was  noted  s.  of  Columbia  Falls,  MT  1 
Sep  QCo).  Excellent  captures  at  L.P.  included 
a Magnolia  Warbler  21  Sep  and  a Blackburn- 
ian Warbler  2 Sep  (p.a.,  ph.  JC);  both  would 
furnish  6th  Idaho  records.  A potential  4th 
record  was  a Palm  Warbler  photographed  in 
Nampa  12  Oct  (p.a.,  TSC).  Numbers  of  rarer 
Zonotrichia  sparrows  were  fairly  typical,  with 
10  White-throated,  9 Golden-crowned,  and  2 
Harris’s  Sparrows  reported.  A Smith’s 
Longspur  documented  in  Blaine  13  Sep  (p.a., 
TLT)  would  provide  a first  record  for  Idaho, 
pending  acceptance.  The  only  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  was  in  Bridger,  MT  3 Aug  (DE).  A 
Dickcissel,  a potential  2nd  for  Idaho,  was  in 
Boise,  ID  27  Sep  (p.a.,  THK).  Common 
Crackles,  increasing  in  the  Region,  were  not- 
ed in  Somers,  MT  23  Aug  (4  birds;  DC),  while 
a Regional  record  flock  of  about  120  was  re- 
ported in  Rexburg,  ID  24  Sep  (DCl). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Scott  Barnes,  Ron  Batchelder,  Kathleen 
Cameron,  Jay  Carlisle,  Dan  Casey,  Sylvia 
Copeland,  Josh  Covill  QCo),  Darren  Clark 
(DCl),  Dave  Ellis,  Jim  Graves,  Terry  Gray, 
James  Hancock,  Ed  Harper,  Bart  Hoag,  Bob 
Hoy  (BHy),  Barbara  Jaquith,  Nate  Kohler, 
Harry  Krueger,  Paul  Lehman,  Terry  Little, 
John  Parker,  Pete  Smith,  Shirley  Sturts,  Lila 
Tauzer,  Chuck  Trost,  Wendy  Warren-Money 
Cliff  Weisse,  Robin  Wolcott,  Kyle  Wright,  Poo 
Wright- Pulliam.  @ 


David  Trochlell,  2409  East  N Avenue 
la  Grande,  Oregon  97850,  (dtrochlell@verizon.net) 


Post  your  images  to  the  ABA  Image  Gallery 
on  the  Americaii  Birding  Association  website 
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Late  summer  rains  continued  into  au- 
tumn 2008,  especially  in  the  south,  re- 
sulting in  improved  grasslands,  wood- 
lands, and  wetlands  generally,  and  resident 
and  migrant  birds  dispersed  to  take  advantage 
of  these  conditions.  The  season  was  notable 
for  rarities,  highlighted  by  a Black-tailed  Gull 
in  August  and  a Sungrebe  in  November,  the 
latter  the  first  of  the  pantropical  family  He- 
liornithidae  (Finfoots)  to  reach  the  United 
States. 

Abbreviations:  B.L.N.W.R.  (Bitter  Lake 
N.W.R.);  Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache 
N.W.R.);  E.B.L.  (Elephant  Butte  L.); 
L.V.N.W.R,  (Las  Vegas  N.W.R.);  Maxwell 
(Maxwell  N.W.R.  and  vicinity);  N.R.T.  (n. 
Roosevelt  migrant  trap  w.  of  Melrose); 
R.G.N.C.  (Rio  Grande  Nature  Center,  Albu- 
querque); R.G.Y  (Rio  Grande  Valley);  R.S. 
(Rattlesnake  Springs  area,  Eddy). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Two  Tundra  Swans  reached  Stubblefield  L.  1 5 
Nov  (ph.  NEI).  Wood  Duck  concentrations 
away  from  usual  areas  included  35  below  Co- 
chiti  Dam  and  20  near  Belen  9 Oct  (MW); 
one  was  e.  to  Clovis  3 Oct  OEP).  Noteworthy 
for  Santa  Fe  was  a Greater  Scaup  at  Santa  Fe 
25  Oct-3  Nov  (ph.  JPB).  A good  Surf  Scoter 
season  found  singles  at  Stubblefield  L.  26 
Oct-8  Nov  (ph.  JPB,  WWi,  ph.  MB,  NP), 
Heron  L.  8 Nov  (MB,  NP),  Wagon  Mound  15 
Nov  (ph.  NH),  and  s.  to  Tyrone  26  Oct  (EL). 
Two  Black  Scoters  were  at  Bluewater  L.,  Ci- 
bola 1-4  Nov  (CR,  m.ob.,  ph.  JO,  ph.  MB), 
marking  the  3rd  consecutive  year  the  species 
has  appeared  in  the  state.  A Long-tailed  Duck 
at  L.V.N.W.R.  30  Nov  (ph.  JPB)  provided  the 
lone  report.  A female  Hooded  Merganser  was 
at  Socorro  23  Aug  QEP);  another  appeared  at 


a desert  playa  w.  of  Las  Cruces  23  Aug  and  9 
Sep  (MS,  pit.  JZ).  Four  White-tailed  Ptarmi- 
gan were  near  Jicarita  Peak  23  Aug  (ph,  G. 
Soehnel).  Dusky  Grouse  had  a good  season 
in  the  s.  Sangre  de  Cristo  Mts.,  with  fledg- 
lings noted  in  Aug  at  Aspen  Vista,  Holy 
Ghost  Canyon,  and  Black  Canyon  (WWe). 
Montezuma  Quail  were  notably  successful  in 
the  n.  Peloncillo  Mts.,  with  flocks  of  up  to  16 
in  four  canyons  Sep-Nov  (CL). 

Unseasonable  Common  Loons  were  singles 
at  Cherry  L.,  Mora  4 Aug  (WWi)  and  Con- 
chas L.  20  Sep  (WH)  and  3 at  Stubblefield  L. 
1-7  Sep  (CR,  MH).  Up  to  20  Eared  Grebe 
pairs  were  nesting  at  Clovis  8 Aug  (ph.  MH), 
where  some  were  still  on  eggs  27  Aug  (MH). 
A Brown  Pelican  mini-invasion  produced  an 
imm.  at  Brantley  L.  14-15  Aug  (ph.  RD)  and  a 
remarkable  4,  including  one  ad.,  at  E.B.L.  13- 

15  Nov  (ph.  DC,  ph.  CW,  m.ob).  Noteworthy 
was  a Least  Bittern  n.  to  Isleta,  Bernalillo  23 
Aug  (DK).  Among  the  rarer  herons  were  an 
imm.  Little  Blue  Heron  at 
Six  Mile  Dam  2 Oct  (SW) 
and  an  imm.  Tricolored 
Heron  at  E.B.L.  4-21  Aug 
(ph.  DC,  m.ob.).  Late 
Cattle  Egrets  included  4 
at  Belen  15  Nov  (DH), 
one  at  Mims  L.,  Sierra  18 
Nov  (ph.  DC),  and  4 at 
Bosque  30  Nov  (ph.  SE). 

An  imm.  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  was  n.  to 
Clovis  27  Aug-26  Sep 
(MH,JEP,  vt.  JO),  and  an 
ad.  was  at  Six  Mile  Dam 

16  Aug  (SW);  the  species  has  become  annual 
in  New  Mexico  in  recent  years.  Late  was  a 
Turkey  Vulture  at  Deming  13  Nov  (LM). 

Late  for  the  n.  was  an  Osprey  at  Acomita  L., 
Cibola  1 Nov  (CR);  50  were  counted  at  Capil- 
la  Peak,  Manzano  Mts.  30  Aug-22  Oct 
(HWI),  a substantial  increase  over  the  long- 
term average  there.  White-tailed  Kites  contin- 
ued in  evidence  in  Hidalgo,  with  singles  in  the 
middle  Animas  Valley  8 Aug  (vt,  JO),  the  San 
Simon  Valley  3 Aug  (RW),  and  Rodeo  16  Aug 
(RW).  A high  9 Mississippi  Kites  were  n.  to 


Santa  Rosa  7 Sep  (DH);  noteworthy  were  sin- 
gles at  Galisteo  9 Sep  (ph.  JPB),  N.R.T.  16  Sep 
(WWi),  and  Arch,  Roosevelt  8 Aug  (MH);  late 
was  one  at  Tatum  3 Oct  QEP,  JO).  A Cooper’s 
Hawk  pair  was  observed  nest-building  at 
Cedar  Crest  30  Sep  0-  D-  Ligon).  An  impres- 
sive 21  Northern  Goshawks  migrated  past 
Capilla  Peak  21  Sep-4  Nov  (HWI).  A Com- 
mon Black-Hawk  was  at  Isleta  23  Aug  (DK), 
where  the  species  has  nested  in  past  years;  mi- 
grants included  single  ads.  near  B.L.N.W.R. 

16  Sep  (JIS)  and  in  Guadalupe  Canyon  7 Sep 
(AC,  NM-C,  NS).  A record  high  17  Broad- 
winged Hawks  were  counted  at  Capilla  Peak 

17  Sep-1  Oct  (HWI);  others  included  one  at 
Port  Sumner  20  Sep  0EP)i  2 at  Milnesand  27 
Sep  (MB,  NP,  ph.  CW),  and  2 far  w.  to  Silver 
City  3 Oct  (M.  Cantrell,  Jide  D.  J.  Beatty). 
Gray  Hawk  continued  its  remarkable  surge 
into  New  Mexico,  with  three  territories  in  the 
New  Mexico  portion  of  Guadalupe  Canyon  7- 
8 Sep  (AC,  NM-C,  NS),  an  ad.  in  Clanton 


Canyon  1 Sep  (DH),  and  a juv.  at  Rodeo  IS- 
IS Sep  (RW);  a pair  in  Eddy  was  successful, 
with  the  ads.  tending  one  fledgling  on  various 
dates  19  Aug-6  Oct  (m.ob.,  ph.  RD,  ph.  JO). 
A remarkable  2952  Swainson’s  Hawks  were 
counted  at  Capilla  Peak  3 Sep-6  Oct  (HWI); 
noteworthy  kettles  were  45  near  Deming  31 
Aug  (LM)  and  50  near  B.L.N.W.R.  28  Sep 
(MW),  while  very  late  were  2 near  Malaga  4 
Nov  (T.  J.  Hines,  Jidc  SW).  Noteworthy  for  the 
Sacramento  Mts.  was  a Zone-tailed  Hawk  at 
Bluff  Springs  23  Aug  (DG);  late  was  one  at 


Providing  only  the  ninth  New  Mexico  record — and  the  third  in  the  past  three  years — 
these  two  Black  Scoters  were  at  Bluewater  Lake,  Cibola  County  1 (here)  through  4 No- 
vember 2008.  Photograph  by  Jerry  R.  Oldenettel. 


r A Unprecedented  for  the  United  States,  a Sungrebe  {Heliornis  fulica),  a waterbird  of  Middle  and  South  American  low- 
lands,  was  extensively  documented  at  Bosque.  First  discovered  13  Nov  (ph.  S.  A.  King),  the  photographs  were  correct- 
ly identified  17  Nov  (SF),  and,  after  word  was  spread  that  evening,  the  bird  was  relocated  18  Nov  (ph.  JO,  ph.  SF,  JEP,  MB,  NP, 
MH)  but  was  not  found  19  Nov  or  later.  The  wary  and  apparently  healthy  female  was  observed  flying  on  several  occasions  as  it 
moved  up  and  down  a small  canal,  actively  feeding  on  insects.  With  the  nearest  known  resident  populations  some  1370  km 
away  in  e.  Mexico,  the  question  of  provenance  naturally  arose.  However,  extensive  and  ongoing  efforts  by  the  professional  zoo 
community  have  yet  to  find  evidence  of  the  species  being  kept  in  captivity  in  the  United  States  or  elsewhere.  Documented  Sun- 
grebe occurrences  beyond  usual  range  and  habitat,  plus  its  ability  to  find  and  colonize  newly-created  habitat  within  its  range, 
suggest  some  dispersal  ability.  As  the  New  Mexico  Bird  Records  Committee  begins  to  evaluate  this  occurrence,  anyone  with 
useful  information  regarding  the  event,  including  current  status  in  Mexico,  is  encouraged  to  contact  the  regional  editor. 
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Mississippi  Kite  has  oniy  recently  been  found  north  to  Sarrta 
Fe  County,  New  Mexico.  This  juvenile  was  at  Galisteo  9 Sep- 
tember 2008.  Photograph  by  Jonathan  P.  Batkin. 

Santo  Domingo  23  Oct  (LS).  Earliest  Rough- 
legged Hawks  were  singles  n.  of  Melrose  24 
Oct  (JEP,  ph.  JO)  and  near  Tinaja,  Colfax  29 
Oct  (CR).  A near-record  47  Merlins  passed 
Capilla  Peak  13  Sep-2  Nov  (HWl),  and  the 
species  was  widely  reported  elsewhere,  in- 
cluding from  nearly  half  of  New  Mexico’s 
counties.  An  ad.  Aplomado  Falcon  in  s.  Luna 
1 (ph.  DG)  & 30  Oct  (R.  A.  Meyer)  was  be- 
lieved to  be  a naturally  occurring  individual. 
A disappointing  42  Peregrine  Falcons  were 
tallied  at  Capilla  Peak  9 Sep-24  Oct  (HWI), 
continuing  a significant  multi-year  declining 
trend  there. 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  MEGERS 

Four  Black-bellied  Plovers  at  Wagon  Mound 
20-21  Sep  (ph.  NH,  MH,  CR)  was  a high  count 
for  Mora;  w.  was  one  at  Lordsburg  Playa  12-17 
Oct  (DH)  and  late  was  one  at  B.L.N.W.R.  19 
Nov  (JIS).  Lingering  Semipalmated  Plovers 
were  3 at  Simmer  L.  25  Oct  QEP)  one  at 
E.B.L.  7 Nov  (ph.  DC).  Noteworthy  for  Hard- 
ing was  a Solitary  Sandpiper  at  Chicosa  L.  28 
Aug  (SW);  very  late  was  one  near  Las  Cruces 
19  Nov  (MS,  JZ).  High  counts  for  Upland 
Sandpipers  were  46  in  freshly  cut  alfalfa  at 
Fort  Sumner  27  Aug  (MH)  and  14  in  Lea  23 
Aug  (CR,  BN);  others  included  one  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  8 Aug  QIS),  3 near  Otis  15  Aug 
QEP),  and  several  heard  over  Otero  Mesa  in 
pre-dawn  twilight  24  Aug  (DG).  Single  Whim- 
brels  were  at  B.L.N.W.R.  12  Sep  QEP,  NP,  ph. 
MB)  and  Brantley  L.  14  Aug  (RD).  Two  flocks 
totaling  780  Long-billed  Curlews  were  in 
mowed  hayfields  in  Lea  23  Aug  (CR,  BN);  52 


were  in  the  Uvas  Valley  w.  of  Hatch  2 Nov 
(MS,  JZ).  Late  Sanderlings  were  one  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  5 Nov  OIS)  and  3 at  Caballo  L.  15 
Nov  (MH);  high  counts  included  5 at  Maxwell 
7 Sep  (C.  M.  Brozek)  and  7 at  Sumner  L.  20 
Sep  QPB),  while  far  w.  was  one  at  Lordsburg 
Playa  12  Oct  (DH).  Noteworthy  w.  of  the 
plains,  single  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  were 
detailed  at  Cochiti  L.  7 Aug  (MH),  Alameda 
29  Aug  (ph.  WH,  DK,  MH,  CR),  and  Sunland 
Park  20  Sep  (ph.  JNP).  Late  was  a Pectoral 
Sandpiper  near  Belen  8 Nov  (M.  R.  Gracey). 
Very  early  was  a Dunlin  at  Alameda  10  Aug 
(BV);  2 reached  Caballo  L.  17  Oct  (DC),  and 
up  to  7 were  there  20-24  Nov  (ph.  DC).  A 
good  season  for  Stilt  Sandpiper  included  highs 
of  20  at  Wagon  Mound  2 Sep  (V/Wi),  21  at 
Maxwell  21  Sep  (MH,  CR),  and  about  150  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  26  Sep  0EP)i  noteworthy  farther 
w.  were  singles  at  Alameda  24  Aug  QEP)  and 
E.B.L.  16  Aug  (DC),  7 at  Belen  14  Sep  (DH), 
and  up  to  3 in  the  Uvas  Valley  16-23  Aug 
(WH,  MS,  ph.  JZ).  Short-billed  Dowitchers 
with  useful  details  were  single  juvs.  at 
Springer  L.  14  Sep  QPB)  and  Clovis  29  Aug 
QEP,  vt.  JO)  and  2 juvs.  at  Belen  1 Sep  (ph. 
MB,  NP,  ph.  CW,  MH);  a vocal  ad.  was  at 
E.B.L.  16  Aug  (DC).  A Red  Phalarope  was  at 
E.B.L.  16  Oct  (ph.  DC). 

Single  Laughing  Gulls  were  at 
Clovis  29  Aug  (JEP,  JO)  and  Stub- 
blefield L.  31  Aug  (CR).  Lingering 
Franklin’s  Gulls  were  singles  at  Ca- 
ballo L.  14  Nov  (DC)  and  Sunland 
Park  15  Nov  (JNP).  Providing  a 
New  Mexico  first  was  an  ad.  Black- 
tailed Gull  at  Brantley  L.  16-18  Aug 
(SW,  ph.  JO,  ph.  MB,  ph.  CW,  ph. 

JZ,  ph.  JPB,  m.ob.).  Sabine’s  Gulls, 
all  juvs.,  had  another  impressive 
season,  with  the  first  at  Santa  Fe  7 
Sep  OPB)  and  a late  one  w.  to  the 
Uvas  Valley  20  Oct  (DK),  plus  up  to 
5 at  Maxwell  13-14  Sep  (ph.  JSS,  ph. 

JPB),  2 each  at  Springer  L.  14  Sep 
OPB),  Stubblefield  L.  20  Sep  (ph. 

NH),  Wagon  Mound  21  Sep  (MH, 

CR),  and  Santa  Rosa  L.  26  Sep 
(JEP),  one  to  2 at  Sumner  L.  20 
Sep-10  Oct  (m.ob.),  and  one  at  Hol- 
loman L.  28  Sep  (SW).  A Caspian 
Tern  was  at  Cochiti  L.  12  Oct  (MB, 

NP,  MH,  JEP).  Black  Terns  in  the  w. 
were  14  at  Morgan  L.  6 Aug  (VAVi) 
and  one  at  Lordsburg  10  Aug  QO);  high 
counts  included  104  at  E.B.L.  23  Aug  (DC) 
and  136  at  Brantley  L.  14  Aug  (RD).  One  to  5 
Common  Terns  were  at  Conchas  L.  (ph. 
WH),  Ute  L.  (NP,  MB),  Sumner  L.  OEP,  MH, 
JPB),  E.B.L.  (DC,  ph.  NH),  and  Caballo  L. 
(LM)  13  Sep-5  Oct;  earliest  were  2 at  Brant- 


ley L.  23  Aug  (BN).  An  intermediate-morph 
juv.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  at  Sumner  L.  13-28  j' 
Sep  (JEP,  m.ob.,  ph.  CW,  vt.  JO)  provided  the  r 
13th  record — 8th  verified — for  New  Mexico. 

PIGEONS  THROUGH 
WOODPECIERS 

Notably  late  Band-tailed  Pigeons  were  15  at 
Capulin  Spring,  Sandia  Mts.  2 Nov  (RD),  one 
near  Riverside,  Grant  21  Nov  (EL,  JLB),  and 
one  to  3 in  the  Magdalena  Mts.  28  Nov  0EP  et 
al).  Common  Ground-Doves  continued  in  ev- 
idence, including  3 at  R.S.  1 Aug  QEP)  and  one 
there  27  Aug  (ph.  RD),  one  near  San  Simon 
Cienega  6 Aug  (RW),  and  one  to  2 at  Rodeo  16 
Aug  and  15  Sep  (RW).  A pair  of  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos  was  copulating  near  Villanueva  13 
Aug  (WWe);  others  n.  of  usual  areas  were  sin- 
gles at  Sumner  Dam  6 Sep  (WWi)  and  Bosque 
Redondo  and  N.R.T.  30  Aug  (JEP).  Possibly 
the  same  Flammulated  Owl  was  at  N.R.T.  4 
Oct  (ph.  JO,  ph.  MH),  10  Oct  OEP,  WWi,  ph. 
CW),  and  15  Oct  (MH,  WWi);  the  species  is  an  ' 
increasingly  regular  fall  migrant  to  this  prairie 
locale.  Western  Screech-Owls  in  the  ne.  were  j 
vocal  ones  at  Mills  Canyon  25-28  Aug  (SW)  : 
and  Corrampa  Cr.,  Union  1 Oct  (CR).  A Short-  ' 
eared  Owl  was  soaring  over  grasslands  w.  of 


Radium  Springs  18  Oct  (DG).  Efforts  to  detect 
Boreal  Owl  in  the  Apache  Cr.  area,  n.  Rio  Arri- 
ba 13  Nov  resulted  in  a “chuck”  response  to 
playback  vocalizations  (HW).  A Lesser 
Nighthawk  was  n.  to  Albuquerque’s  Montessa 
Park  4-5  Sep  (NP,  MB).  Late  was  a Common 
Poorwill  near  Rodeo  5 Nov  (AC,  NM-C). 


Providing  confirmatisn  of  the  first  successful  nesting  in  southeastern  New 
Mexico,  this  fledgling  Gray  Hawk  was  tended  by  adults  in  southern  Eddy 
County  19  (here  27)  August  through  6 October  2908.  Photograph  by 
RobertH.  Doster. 
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Unexpected  in  the  desert  Southwest,  this  adult  Black-tailed  Gull  found  its  way  to  Brantley  Lake,  Eddy  County,  New  Mexico  16- 
18  (here  17)  August  2008.  Photograph  of  resting  bird  by  Matt  J.  Baumann;  photograph  of  flying  bird  by  Jerry  R.  Oldenettel. 


Three  Chaetura  swifts,  believed  to  be 
Chimneys,  were  late  at  Clovis  16  Oct  (MB, 
NP);  an  apparent  Vaux’s  was  at  San  Simon 
Cienega  24  Sep  (RW).  Broad-billed  Hum- 
mingbird tends  to  wander  more  than  most 
hummingbirds  of  the  Southwest;  this  season 
found  single  males  n.  to  Montezuma,  San 
Miguel  20-23  Sep  (ph.  C.  L.  Benavidez),  near 
Radium  Springs  from  19  Oct-Dec  (MS,  ph. 
JZ),  and  n.  of  Silver  City  26  Oct-11  Nov  (ph. 
KB),  and  one  was  at  a Carlsbad  feeder 
through  25  Nov  (SW);  a female  was  on  eggs 
in  Guadalupe  Canyon  1 Aug  (HW).  A Violet- 
crowned  Hummingbird  on  a nest  in 
Guadalupe  Canyon  1 Aug  was  feeding  a re- 
cent fledgling  there  12  Aug  (HW).  Single 
Blue-throated  Hummingbirds  were  at  Silver 
City  21  Aug  {fide  D.  A.  Zimmerman)  and  P O. 
Canyon  19  (CL)  & 24-25  Sep  (DG);  late  was 
a Magnificent  Hummingbird  n.  of  Silver  City 
25  Nov  (ph.  KB).  Plentiful  wildflowers  result- 
ed in  fewer  Lucifer  Hummingbirds  at  RO. 
Canyon  feeders;  the  peak  was  27  on  3 Sep, 
with  the  last  one  on  7 Oct  (CL).  Anna’s  Hum- 
mingbirds e.  to  the  R.G.V.  were  an  imm.  male 
at  E.B.L.  19  Oct-30  Nov  (ph.  DC)  and  an  ad. 
male  there  22  Oct  (DC)  and  one  to  2 near  Ra- 
dium Springs  7 Oct-8  Nov  (MS,  JZ);  another 
was  ne.  of  Las  Cruces  12-30  Nov  (DG).  Con- 
tinuing a trend,  hummers  of  several  species 
lingered  late,  including  a Calliope  in  P.O. 
Canyon  23  Oct  (CL),  2 Broad-taileds  in  Em- 
budito  Canyon,  Sandia  Mts.  13  Oct  (RD),  a 
male  Rufous  at  Silver  City  until  19  Nov  OLB), 
and  2 male  Rufous  at  Las  Cruces  10-16  Nov 
0-  Douglas);  a green-backed  Selasphorus  was 
at  Albuquerque  16  Nov  (WH);  and  2 Selas- 
phorus were  n.  of  Silver  City  25  Nov  (KB).  A 


Red-headed  Woodpecker  was  w.  to  El  Vado  31 
Aug  (L.  Pierce);  a Gila  Woodpecker  was  at 
San  Simon  Cienega  13  Oct  (DH),  where  irreg- 
ular. Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  with  useful 
details  were  single  juvs.  at  Sumner  Dam  11 
Oct  (JEP,  WWi)  and  Luis  Lopez  15  Nov  (ph. 
JO).  A male  Red-breasted  Sapsucker  x Red- 
naped  Sapsucker  hybrid  was  at  Silver  City  4 
Nov  (ph.  A.  Trombly);  Red-breasted  remains 
unverified  in  the  state.  One  to  4 American 
Three-toed  Woodpeckers  continued  in  the 
Sandia  Crest  area  4 Aug  (DP)  and  2 & 8 Nov 
(RD,  JEP).  A male  Yellow-shafted  Flicker  x 
Red-shafted  Flicker  intergrade 
was  banded  8 Oct  at  N.R.T.  (ph. 

SF),  where  a female  Yellow-shaft- 
ed was  banded  21  Oct  (ph.  SF). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
PHAINOPEPLA 

Northern  Beardless-Tyrannulets 
were  found  at  two  Guadalupe 
Canyon  sites  9 Aug  QEP,  JO),  and 
ads.  were  feeding  nestlings  at  one 
site  there  12  Aug  (HW).  One  to  2 
Least  Flycatchers  were  at  N.R.T. 

27  Aug-20  Sep  (MH,  JEP,  JO, 

NDP);  elsewhere,  singles  were  in 
the  Ortiz  Mts.  20  Sep  (LS),  Capil- 
la  Peak  15  Sep  (b.,fide  WWi),  and 
Tatum  23  Aug  (CR,  BN).  At  least 
one  Dusky  Flycatcher  lingered  at  Bosque  21- 
24  Nov  (JEP,  DH).  Single  Great  Crested  Fly- 
catchers were  at  N.R.T.  29  Aug-6  Sep  OEP,  ph. 
JO)  and  12-14  Sep  (MB,  NP,  ph.  JO),  at  E.B.L. 
24  Sep  (LM),  B.L.N.W.R.  27  Sep  (NP,  ph. 
CW),  and  R.S.  22  Aug  0-  Hite).  Certainly  sur- 
prising for  the  e.  plains  was  a Sulphur-bellied 


Flycatcher  at  N.R.T.  4 Oct  (ph.  MH,  ph.  JO, 
JEP,  JPB);  searches  5 Oct  were  negative.  Late 
was  a Cassin’s  Kingbird  at  Bosque  19  Nov 
(DK);  latest  Westerns  were  singles  at  Tatum 
10  Oct  QEP)  and  Las  Cruces  18  Oct  (DG).  A 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  w.  to  Galisteo 
Cr.,  Sandoval  12  Sep  (LS);  others  w.  of  usual 
were  2-3  n.  of  Newkirk,  Guadalupe  13  & 20 
Sep  (NP,  WH)  and  one  at  Yeso  12  Oct  QO). 

One  to  2 Northern  Shrikes  reached  San 
Miguel  1 Nov  (M.  D.  MacRoberts),  Colfax  and 
Union  9 Nov  (MB,  NP),  and  Santa  Fe  26  Nov 
(JPB).  A bright  yellow  Bell’s  Vireo  at  N.R.T.  3- 
6 Oct  (ph.  JO,  JEP,  MH,  DP)  was  identified  as 
the  nominate  subspecies,  not  previously  veri- 
fied for  New  Mexico;  another  was  detailed  at 
Crossroads  29  Aug  QEP,  WWi).  Late  vireos 
included  a Plumbeous  at  Mesilla  Park  22  Nov 
(DG)  and  a Cassin’s  at  N.R.T.  2 Nov  (DH).  Of- 
ten a challenge  to  identify,  single  Blue-headed 
Vireos  were  documented  at  N.R.T.  14  Sep  QO, 
ph.  NH)  and  10-13  Oct  OEP,  ph.  JO,  DP),  Pep 
3 Oct  QEP,  WWi),  and  Milnesand  18  Oct  (ph. 
JO).  Expanding  their  Guadalupe  Mts. 
foothold,  2 Hutton’s  Vireos  were  n.  to  lower 
Last  Chance  Canyon  31  Aug  (SW).  Well  de- 
tailed was  a Philadelphia  Vireo  at  N.R.T.  17- 
18  Oct  OO,  MB,  NR  JEP). 

Noteworthy  for  the  Zuni  Mts.,  a Clark’s 
Nutcracker  was  along  Bluewater  Cr.,  Cibola  1 
Nov  (CR);  others  where  seldom  reported  were 
singles  near  Burnt  Cabin  Flats,  w.  Siena  9 Aug 
(ph.  DC),  Bear  Trap  Canyon  23  Aug  (MH), 
and  Sandia  Crest  8 Nov  OEP).  Noteworthy  for 
the  Black  Range,  ad.  Purple  Martins  were 
tending  fledglings  at  Burnt  Cabin  Flats  9 Aug 


Providing  New  Mexico's  eight  verified  record  and  thirteenth  report  overall, 
this  intermediate-morph  juvenile  Long-tailed  Jaeger,  here  revealing  its  two 
pale  primary  shafts,  was  at  Sumner  Lake,  De  Baca  County  13-28  (here  28) 
September  2008.  Photograph  by  Cole  J.  Wolf. 

(ph.  DC).  Some  62  Cave  Swallows  were  at 
Carlsbad  Cavern  10  Nov  (SW),  the  last  date 
seen.  A Barn  Swallow  pair  was  tending 
nestlings  at  B.L.N.W.R.  6 Sep  (SW);  late  was 
one  at  Caballo  L.  14-16  Nov  (ph.  DC,  WWi). 
Black-capped  Chickadee  may  be  spreading  s. 
along  the  Pecos  R.,  as  one  was  s.  of  Sena  at 
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A surprising  fitid  in  tlie  Great  Plains,  this  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  was  at  the 
Melrose  Trap  in  northern  RooseTCit  County,  New  Mexico  4 October  2808.  Pho- 
tograph by  Jerry  P.  Oldenettel. 


Pueblo  13  Aug  (WWe).  A Carolina  Wren 
along  the  Pecos  R.  at  Santa  Rosa  23-26  Sep 
(WWe,  ph.  JO,  JEP)  provided  a Guadalupe 
first.  An  unseen,  apparent  Thryothoms  wren 
near  Radium  Springs  that  responded  to  Car- 
olina tapes  with  trills  (not  song)  on  various 
dates  31  Oct-17  Nov  (MS,  JZ)  may  have  been 
a Carolina.  Efforts  to  distinguish  Eastern  and 
Western  Winter  Wrens  yielded  single  apparent 
Easterns  at  N.R.T.  15-25  Oct  (MH,  MB,  NP, 
JO,  JEP)  and  R.S.  8 Nov  (ph.  JO)  and  single 
apparent  Westerns  at  Corrales  11  Nov  (DK) 
and  n.  of  Espanola  26  Nov  (DK).  Seldom  re- 
ported in  fall,  at  least  one  Swainson’s  Thrush 
was  at  N.R.T.  12-20  Sep  (NP,  JEP,  MH,  JPB).  A 
Rufous-backed  Robin  at  Rodeo  14  Oct  (RW) 
was  the  state’s  10th  record  but  only  the  2nd 
away  from  the  R.G.V.  A female  Varied  Thrush 
e.  to  N.R.T.  13-15  Oct  (DP,  MH,  WWi)  pro- 
vided the  2nd  record  for  that  prairie  site  and 
one  of  the  few  for  the  e.  plains.  One  to  2 
Brown  Thrashers  were  at  Maxwell  21  Sep  (ph. 
MH,  CR),  N.R.T.  on  multiple  dates  6 Sep-15 
Oct  (m.ob.,  ph.  JO),  and  at  R.S.  19  Oct  (JO). 
Often  overlooked  (or  misidentified),  single 
Bendire’s  Thrashers  were  near  the  Victorio 
Mts.,  Lima  8 Oct  (DG)  and  at  San  Simon 
Cienega  13  Oct  (DH).  A Crissal  Thrasher  was 
n.  to  Santa  Fe’s  Arroyo  Chamiso  1-2  Nov  QPB, 
B.  R.  Foy);  another  was  e.  to  B.L.N.W.R.  7 Aug 
(JH).  Migrant  Sprague’s  Pipits  included  one  at 
Ned  Houk  Park  n.  of  Clovis  16  Oct  (MB),  one 
to  2 at  N.R.T.  15-26  Oct  (MH,  JEP,  CR),  and  2 


at  Lordsburg  Playa  13  Oct  (DH). 
Cedar  Waxwings  in  Aug  are  often 
a puzzle;  presumed  migrants  were 
14  at  Madrid  9 Aug  (LS),  2 below 
Navajo  Dam  10  Aug  (BN),  and  28 
at  Rio  Rancho  14  Aug  (G.  Gar- 
ber), while  an  ad.  and  a juv.  at 
Corrales  27  Aug  (DK)  may  have 
summered  locally.  Far  n.  was  a fe- 
male Phainopepla  at  La  Jara,  San- 
doval 10  Aug  (BN). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH 
FINCHES 

Leading  off  a solid  warbler  sea- 
son, a Golden-winged  Warbler  s. 
of  Santa  Rosa  23  Sep  (WWe)  pro- 
vided a Guadalupe  first.  A Ten- 
nessee Warbler  was  at  N.R.T.  19 
Sep  (J.  M.  Black,  JO);  a late  one 
reported  at  Madrid  18  & 20  Nov 
(ph.  LS)  is  under  evaluation.  A 
Northern  Parala  at  R.G.N.C.  25 
Sep  (MH,  DH)  provided  the  lone 
report.  A good  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  season  produced  singles 
at  La  Cienega  19  Sep  (CR), 
R.G.N.C.  7 Sep  (NC,  JEP),  and 
N.R.T.  14  (MH)  & 26  Sep  (JEP  et  ah,  ph.  JO). 
A Magnolia  Warbler  was  at  Sumner  Dam  28 
Sep  (NP,  JPB,  ph.  CW);  at  N.R.T.,  one  was 
present  27  Sep  (MB,  JEP,  ph.  JO),  2 were  re- 
ported 5 Oct  (MH),  and  one  lingered  until  11 
Oct  QEP,  ph.  JO).  Black-throated  Blue 
Warblers  found  N.R.T.  to  their  liking, 
with  a male  there  27  Sep  (MB,  NP,  JEP, 
ph.  CW,  ph.  JO),  a female  there  2-6 
Oct  (’WWi,  JEP,  ph.  JO,  MH),  and  up 
to  2 males  there  15-26  Oct  (m.ob.,  ph. 

JO);  a female  at  Sumner  Dam  28  Sep 
(MH,  JPB)  provided  the  only  addition- 
al report.  A Black-throated  Gray  War- 
bler was  far  e.  to  McAlister,  Quay  1 Sep 
(CR);  Black- throated  Greens  were  one 
at  N.R.T.  23  Aug  (CR,  BN),  a male 
there  3-4  Oct  OEP,  MH,  ph.  JO),  and 
an  imm.  there  23-25  Oct  (ph.  JO, 

JEP);  single  Townsend’s  were  late  at 
N.R.T.  2 Nov  (DH)  and  Madrid  11 
Nov  (LS).  Earliest  Hermit  Warblers 
were  singles  near  Eagle  Peak,  Catron 
13  Aug  (WWi)  and  Clanton  Canyon 
13-14  Aug  (HW),  where  there  was 
also  one  1 Sep  (DH);  individuals  were 
in  the  P.  O.  Canyon  area  14  Aug,  17 
Aug,  18  Sep  and  12  Oct  (CL).  A Blackpoll 
Warbler  put  in  a brief  appearance  at  N.R.T.  27 
Sep  (ph.  JO,  ph.  CW,  JEP,  MB,  NP);  late  was  a 
Black-and-white  Warbler  at  Bernardo  8 Nov 
OEP).  One  to  3 American  Redstarts  were  at 
six  sites  from  the  R.G.V  eastward  30  Aug-24 


Sep  (m.ob.),  including  2 at  Shoemaker,  Mora 
30  Aug  (CR);  west  was  a continuing  pair  near  ! 
Alma  3 Aug  (DH).  A Prothonotary  Warbler 
enjoyed  tent  caterpillars  below  E.B.L.  Dam  30 
Sep-7  Oct  (ph.  DC).  A good  Worm-eating  , 
Warbler  season  found  singles  at  R.G.N.C.  25  I' 
Sep-5  Oct  (DH,  m.ob.,  ph.  DK,  ph.  JPB,  ph. 
CW),  N.R.T.  10-15  Oct  (MH,  ph.  CW,  JEP,  ph. 
JO),  and  Tatum  3 Oct  OEP,  WWi,  ph.  JO). 
Latest  Hepatic  Tanager  was  one  in  the  n.  Pel- 
oncillo  Mts.  19  Oct  (CL).  Noteworthy  for  the 
upper  Pecos  R.,  an  ad.  male  Summer  Tanager  i 
was  feeding  a juv.  at  Sena  13  Aug  (’WWe);  un- 
usual was  one  n.  to  Reserve  7 Sep  (CR). 

Responding  to  favorable  summer  rains, 
Cassin’s  Sparrows  were  conspicuous  in  the 
south,  especially  in  Hidalgo  and  Luna  in  Aug 
(CL,  DH),  and  many  ads.  were  with  juvs.  in 
grasslands  near  the  Cedar  Mts.  8 Oct  (DG). 
Providing  a first  for  Grant,  a Botteri’s  Sparrow 
was  in  sacaton  grasslands  at  Burro  Cienega  on 
the  Pitchfork  Ranch  n.  of  Separ  14  Aug.  (C.  E. 
Bock);  n.  of  Rodeo,  single  Botteri’s  were  at  two  j 
sites  along  the  San  Simon  R.  3 Aug  (RW).  A 
Rufous-crowned  Sparrow  pair  was  feeding 
fledglings  near  P.  O.  Canyon  28  Sep  (CL).  An 
American  Tree  Sparrow  was  s.  to  Alameda  by 
16  Nov  (CR).  Lingering  in  the  sw.,  single 
Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  in  the  n.  Peloncil- 
lo  Mts.  12  Oct  (CL),  Rodeo  14  Oct  (RW),  and 
the  Uvas  Valley  24  Oct  (DK).  An  apparent 
Field  Sparrow  was  w.  to  the  Cedar  Mts.  8 Oct 
(ph.  DG),  where  there  were  also  4 Grasshop- 


per Sparrows  8 Oct  (DG).  Single  Baird’s  Spar- 
rows were  at  Maxwell  14  Sep  (ph.  JSS),  Otero 
Mesa  5 Oct  (SW),  and  w.  of  Bingham  28  Nov 
0EP).  Single  red  Fox  Sparrows  were  at  N.R.T. 
23  Oct  OO)  and  Bernardo  8 Nov  (JEP).  North 
were  2 Swamp  Sparrows  at  Ute  L.  29  Nov 


Carolina  Wren  continues  its  colonization  of  New  Mexico.  This  one  was  i 
observed  along  the  Pecos  River  at  Santa  Rosa  23-26  (here  25)  September  1 
2008,  a first  for  Guadalupe  County.  Photograph  by  Jerry  R.  Oldenettel.  ; j 
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Enjoying  a hearty  diet  ef  tent  caterpillars,  this  Prothonotary  Warbler  lingered  below 
Elephant  Butte  Dam,  Sierra  County,  New  Mexico  30  September  through  7 (here  6)  Octo- 
ber 2008.  Historically  rare,  the  species  has  been  annual  in  the  state  for  the  past  14 
years.  Photograph  by  David  I Chary. 


0EP).  An  ad.  Harris’s  Sparrow  was  at  Bernar- 
do 24  Oct-11  Nov  (ph.  NH,  m.ob.);  a Golden- 
crowned  reached  Alameda  30  Nov  (BV).  Early 
were  one  to  4 McCown’s  Longspurs  at  Stub- 
blefield L.  21  Sep  (CR,  MH);  Lapland 
Longspurs  were  at  Eagle  Nest  L 11  Nov  (one; 
MH)  and  near  Springer  22  Nov  (3;  JEP).  A 
Northern  Cardinal  was  at  Tucumcari  L.  1 Sep 
(CR);  at  Santa  Rosa,  a male  was  tending  2 
juvs.  23  Sep  (WWe).  A Pyrrhuloxia  was  n.  to 
N.R.T.  30  Oct-2  Nov  DH).  Single  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks  were  at  N.R.T.  13  Sep 
(MB,  NP)  and  6 Oct  (DP);  far  w.  was  one  in 
P.  0.  Canyon  12  Sep  (CL).  A pair  of  Varied 


Buntings  was  in  Walnut 
Canyon,  Eddy  1 Aug 
(JEP),  and  a nest  with 
nestlings  was  in  Guada- 
lupe Canyon  1 Aug 
(HW),  where  there  were 
several  family  groups  in- 
cluding fledglings  7-8  Sep 
(NM-C  et  al.).  Notewor- 
thy Painted  Buntings 
were  5 banded  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  7 Aug  OH),  2 
at  the  Mesa  Rest  Area  17 
Aug  (CR),  and  one  at 
Yeso  1 Sep  (ph.  JO).  Small 
numbers  of  migrant  Dick- 
cissels  were  reported  in 
the  e.  plains  (Quay,  Roo- 
sevelt, and  Lea),  the  R.G.V.  (Socorro,  Sierra, 
and  Dona  Ana),  and  on  Otero  Mesa  23  Aug-28 
Sep  (m.ob.);  w.  were  singles  at  Rodeo  23  & 26 
Sep  (RW)  and  Tyrone  12  Oct  (EL). 

Single  Rusty  Blackbirds  reached  Springer  L. 
28  Nov  (MB)  and  Percha  30  Nov  (ph.  SF).  A 
remarkable  passage  of  Orchard  Orioles  was 
noted  29  Aug,  -with  10  at  N.R.T.,  6 at  Cross- 
roads, 2 each  at  Milnesand  and  Tatum,  and 
one  at  Pep  OEP);  noteworthy  for  Lincoln  was 
one  near  Ramon  17  Aug  (CR).  An  imm.  male 
Baltimore  Oriole  was  at  Luis  Lopez  16  Sep 
OO);  late  was  a Bullock’s  at  Carlsbad  19  Oct 
(SW),  as  was  a Scott’s  at  Las  Cruces  6 Nov 


(DC).  Earliest  Sandia  Crest  rosy-finches  were 
10  on  6 Nov  (D.  Weaver);  30  there  8 Nov  were 
mainly  Blacks  with  a few  Gray-crowneds  (NC 
et  al).  A window-killed  White-winged  Cross- 
bill at  Sandia  Crest  29  Oct  (T.  P.  Archdeacon) 
provided  New  Mexico’s  first  specimen  (*Mu- 
seum  of  Southwestern  Biology).  A male  Less- 
er Goldfinch  was  feeding  fledglings  at  Madrid 
on  the  late  date  of  19  Oct  (LS). 

Initialed  observers:  Jonathan  E Batkin,  Matt 
Baumann,  Karen  Beckenbach,  Jerry  L.  Bird, 
David  Cleary,  Nancy  Cox,  Alan  Craig,  Robert 
Doster,  Stephen  Fettig,  David  Griffin,  Hawk- 
Watch  International,  David  Hawksworth, 
Nancy  Hetrick,  Michael  Hilchey,  William 
Howe,  Jeff  Howland,  David  Krueper,  Eugene 
LevAs,  Carroll  Littlefield,  Larry  Malone,  Narca 
Moore-Craig,  Bruce  Neville,  Jerry  Oldenettel, 
Danny  Paez,  John  E.  Parmeter,  James  N.  Pa- 
ton,  Nicholas  Pederson,  Christopher  Rustay, 
Lawry  Sager,  Marcy  Scott,  Jeffrey  I.  Sanchez, 
Jacob  S.  Spendelow,  Noel  Snyder,  Brad 
Vaughn,  Hira  Walker,  Mark  Watson,  Richard 
Webster,  Steve  West,  William  West,  William 
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Arizona 


Mark  M.  Stevenson  (Non-passerines) 
Gary  H.  Rosenberg  (Passerines) 

August  rains  were  generous  in  many  ar- 
eas, but  the  remainder  of  the  fall  was 
notably  warm  and  dry.  Changes  have 
been  observed  in  Lake  Havasu  following  the 
unwelcome  arrival  of  Quagga  Mussel  (Dreis- 
sena  bugensis),  a species  native  to  the  Ukraine. 
The  mussels  have  followed  pumped  water  at 
least  as  far  east  as  Lake  Pleasant.  Lehman  was 
again  active  in  the  Lower  Colorado  River  Val- 
ley, finding  early  arrival  dates  for  multiple 
species  in  addition  to  rarities.  Migrant  densi- 
ties seemed  diminished  in  many  areas. 
Among  rarities,  the  first  record  of  Sinaloa 
Wren  north  of  Mexico  was  outstanding 

Abbreviations:  A.B.C.  (Arizona  Bird  Commit- 
tee); B.T.A.  (Boyce  Thompson  Arboretum); 
B.W.D.  (Bill  Williams  Delta,  L.  Havasu); 
G.W.R.  (Gilbert  Water  Ranch);  L.C.R.V.  (low- 
er Colorado  R.  valley);  Sweetwater  (Sweetwa- 


ter Wetlands,  Tucson);  Whitewater  (White- 
water  Draw  W.A.) 

DUCKS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Rare  statewide,  an  imm.  male  Eurasian 
Wigeon  was  at  Sweetwater  11-17  Nov  (ph. 
MMS;  MPo),  and  an  ad.  male  was  in  Flagstaff 
16  Nov  (ph.  D.  Rasmussen).  Two  Blue- 
winged Teal  were  late  n.  to  Willow  L.  28  Nov 
(LHa,  DVP).  Ring-necked  Ducks  were  early 
in  the  L.C.R.V,  beginning  with  4 on  29  Sep  at 
B.W.D.  (PEL).  A Greater  Scaup  at  B.W.D.  7 
Nov  (PEL)  was  also  early.  Surf  Scoter  is  a rare 
fall  migrant;  an  ad.  female  was  at  Aztec  26  Oct 
(vt.  PEL;  BC),  a female  was  at  L.  Havasu  City 
9-12  Nov  (BC,  vt.  PEL),  and  another  was  at 
Benson  14-17  Nov  (ph.  JM).  White-winged 
Scoter  is  typically  rarer,  but  not  so  this  fall. 
One  was  at  Ashurst  L.  24-25  Oct  (T.  Linda),  2 
were  at  n.  L.  Havasu  25  Oct  (PEL,  BC),  and 
one  was  at  Upper  L.  Mary  18  Nov  (ph.  BC). 
Casual  in  the  state,  single  Black  Scoters  were 
at  L.  Havasu  City  6-12  Nov  (vt.  PEL;  BC)  and 
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This  Short-tailed  Hawk  returned  for  a second  winter  to  ur- 
ban Tucson,  Arizona  (here  20  November  2008).  Photograph 
by  Dave  Stejskal. 


Parker  Dam  25  Nov-r  (J.  Richmond,  ph.  LHa, 
DVP).  Hooded  Mergansers  were  early  in  the 
L.C.R.V.  on  L.  Havasu  25  & 28  Oct  (PEL, 
BC).  Wild  Turkeys  sometimes  wander  to  the 
lowlands,  but  2 at  B.T.A.  4 Nov-t-  (R.  Byrd,  ph. 
T.  Knight)  were  unexpected,  as  there  are  no 
nearby  populations. 

Pacific  Loon  is  rare  in  the  L.C.R.V.  and 
sparse  elsewhere.  Two  were  very  unseason- 
able at  L.  Havasu  City  6 Sep-8  Oct  (B.  Deppe, 
C.  Marantz,  ph.  S.  Myers),  and  one  there  was 
still  early  27  Oct  (PEL).  One  at  Willow  L.  15 
& 27-30  Oct  (B.  Thomen,  CST)  was  consid- 
ered casual,  but  even  more  unexpected  was  a 
group  of  7 at  Big  L.  2 Nov  (N.  Moore-Craig  et 
al.),  with  2 remaining  7 Nov  (EH).  Common 
Loon  is  casual  in  the  L.C.R.V.  before  Oct.  Up 
to  3 were  seen  at  L.  Havasu  City  6-30  Sep  (B. 
Deppe  et  al.),  and  their  status  as  “rare”  there 
in  Oct  did  not  hold  up:  14  were  present  19-25 
Oct  (PEL,  BC),  increasing  to  27  on  the  morn- 
ing of  27  Oct  (PEL)  and  128  on  the  evening 
of  27  Oct  (PEL),  a new  high  count  for  the 
L.C.R.V;  36  were  seen  the  next  day  (PEL). 
The  peak  Nov  count  at  L.  Havasu  was  43  on 
8 Nov  (PEL,  BC).  Elsewhere,  11  were  seen  in 
n.  Arizona  and  5 in  s.  Arizona,  a good  show- 
ing. A Horned  Grebe  was  early  on  n.  L.  Hava- 
su 19  Oct  (PEL,  BC),  and  early  numbers  there 
built  to  as  high  as  7 on  27  Oct  (PEL).  A West- 
ern Grebe  was  early  at  Whitewater  14  Sep  (G. 
Klingler).  A single  American  White  Pelican  at 
Willcox  12-25  Sep  (MMS  etal.)  was  early,  and 
26  made  an  unusual  sight  at  the  Grand 
Canyon  hawkwatch  7 Oct  (BG),  as  there  are 
few  Grand  Canyon  records.  Brown  Pelicans 


are  unusual  in  the  state  after  Aug  away  from 
the  L.C.R.V  Two  were  seen  far  from  there  at 
Roosevelt  L.  28  Sep  (L.  LangstafO.  In  early 
Nov,  a remarkable  late  fall  influx  of  Brown 
Pelicans  began  with  one  seen  w.  of  Gila  Bend 
3 Nov  (RH),  followed  by  2 at  Cluff  Ranch 
W.A.  near  Safford  7 Nov  (ph.  O.  Lowe)  and 
singles  at  Roosevelt  L.  8 Nov  (TC,  MH), 
Tempe  13-17  Nov  (A.  Thomas),  Ocotillo  20 
Nov  (S.  Doughty),  Gillespie  Dam  23  Nov  (R. 
Haaseth),  and  Chandler  29  Nov-t  (MH). 
Brown  Pelicans  that  stray  to  Arizona  are  typi- 
cally imms.,  but  ads.  were  well  represented 
this  fall.  An  ad.  Neotropic  Cormorant  at 
B.W.D.  8 Nov  (vt.  PEL;  BC)  was  one  of  few  re- 
cent records  for  the  L.C.R.V  An  early  Ameri- 
can Bittern  at  G.W.R.  22  Aug  (MMo)  mirrored 
one  there  the  prior  Aug.  A Great  Egret  at  Wil- 
low L.  8 Aug  (MN)  was  casual.  At  Watson  L., 
21  Snowy  Egrets  on  27  Aug  was  a local  high 
count  (CST).  Herons  from  the  south  were 
sparse  this  season,  with  only  a Reddish  Egret 
at  B.W.D.  15  Aug  (ph.,  tj.  Richmond)  report- 
ed. Still  very  sparse,  a Glossy  Ibis  was  report- 
ed from  Palo  Verde  23  Aug  (KR,  tD.  Powell). 
A Plegadis  hybrid  was  reported  there  the  next 
day  (MMo).  A single  Roseate  Spoonbill  visit- 
ed G.W.R.  intermittently  27  Sep-11  Nov  (R. 
Catero  et  al,  ph.  B.  Grice),  and  what  may 
have  been  the  same  spoonbill  was  reported 
from  Granite  Reef  28  Sep  (S.  Ganley). 

A Harris’s  Hawk  in  Patagonia  30  Oct  (A. 
Zeltzer,  MB)  was  rare  and  out  of  habitat.  Red- 
shouldered Hawks  continued  to  be  reported  in 
small  numbers.  One  electrocuted  at  Meadview 
was  brought  to  a rehabilitator  2 Oct  (ph.  T. 
Stephens),  one  was  at  Cibola  N.W.R.  7 Nov 
(vt.  PEL),  and  one  was  s.  of  Parker  7-8  Nov 
(vt.  PEL).  Gray  Hawks  again  lingered  in  nest- 
ing areas  beyond  typical  dates,  with  several 
present  until  late  Oct  and  singles  at  Arivaca  L. 
31  Oct-15  Nov  (D.  Dunford),  freshly  dead  at 
Muleshoe  Ranch  14  Nov  (E  & L.  Sockness) 
and  at  Patagonia  15  Nov  (B.  Bates).  Short- 
tailed  Hawks  were  again  present  in  the  Sky  Is- 
lands, with  one  in  upper  Carr  Canyon  1 Aug 
(ph.  J.  P.  Smith),  a juv.  in  the  high  Chiricahua 
Mts.  8-11  Aug  (ph.,  tCDB,  ph.  G.  Smith)  in- 
dicating another  nesting,  and  one  in  upper 
Madera  Canyon  13  Sep  0-  Hecimovich,  ph. 
DS)  providing  the  first  record  for  the  Santa 
Rita  Mts.  Odd  sight  reports  of  Short-tailed 
Hawks  from  near  Hereford  2 Aug  (tB.  & K. 
Fisher)  and  n.  to  Black  Canyon  City  4 Aug 
(tC.  Wood)  will  be  reviewed  by  the  A.B.C. 
Odd  but  certain  was  an  imm.  Short-tailed  re- 
turning to  winter  in  urban  Tucson  20  Nov-i- 
(ph.  DS  et  al.)  for  a 2nd  year.  For  the  first 
time,  Zone-tailed  Hawks  were  found  nesting 
along  the  upper  San  Pedro  R.  at  St.  David  9 
Aug-2  Sep  (R.  Behrstock,  ph.  SH).  Crested 


Caracaras  continued  to  be  found  in  the  Santa 
Cruz  Flats,  with  up  to  8 reported.  Singles  wan-  t 
dered  to  Green  Valley  26  Aug  (NC),  Patagonia  <■ 
8 Nov  (C.  van  Cleve),  Casa  Grande  13  Nov  > 
(M.  Weber),  and  Nogales  20  Nov  (J.  Levy).  ^ 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

An  imm.  Purple  Gallinule  at  Sweetwater  27 
Aug-5  Sep  (ph.,  tPK;  D.  Smyth)  was  the  3rd  I' 
to  be  found  there  yet  one  of  few  recent  state 
records.  Abundant  pondweed  growing  at 
B.W.D.  following  the  exotic  mussel  infestation  j 
of  L.  Havasu  attracted  more  than  13,000  [ 

American  Coots  to  B.W.D.  24  Oct  (K.  Blair),  i. 
Three  Sandhill  Cranes  passing  the  Grand  i 
Canyon  hawkwatch  23  Oct  (B.  Gatlin)  pro-  !! 
vided  the  2nd  local  report.  By  15  Nov,  100 
Sandhill  Cranes  had  arrived  in  the  Arlington  || 
Valley,  where  they  have  wintered  recently  (MH  I! 
et  al).  Numbers  rose  above  300  by  the  end  of  ,! 
the  season  (TC).  Black-bellied  Plover  is  a rare  jl 
migrant;  individuals  were  at  Many  Farms  L.  9 
Sep  (GHR)  and  Dome  Valley  14  Oct  (vt.  PEL),  j 
Casual  migrants,  single  American  Golden- 
Plovers  were  at  Whitewater  25-26  Sep  (P.  i 
Walsh,  ph.  AC)  and  Santa  Cruz  Flats  24-26 
Oct  (ph.  A.  & D.  Klaiber).  A Northern  Ja^ana 
at  Patagonia  L.  7 Oct  (ph.  MB)  furnished  the 
5 th  Arizona  record  overall  and  the  first  in  juv. 
plumage.  After  going  unreported  for  seven 
months,  an  ad.  jagana  was  seen  again  at  Casa 
Grande  8 Nov-i-  (KR,  ph.  J.  Watson).  Ruddy  ; 


Arizona's  fifth  Northern  Japna,  and  first  juvenile,  was  at 
Patagonia  Lake  7 October  2008.  Photograph  by  Matt  Brown. 


Turnstone  is  less  than  annual  in  Arizona;  one 
was  at  Willcox  26  Sep-2  Oct  (R.  Messenger, 
ph.  D.  Beaudette,  T.  Ryan).  An  even  dozen 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers  were  reported  10 
Aug-5  Oct.  A Baird’s  Sandpiper  was  extremely 
late  at  Whitewater  30  Nov  (WR).  A Stilt  Sand- 
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piper  was  very  late  at  G.W.R.  20  Nov  (ph. 
MMo).  A dozen  Short-billed  Dowitchers  and  7 
Dunlins  were  reported  all  season.  Single  Red- 
necked Phalaropes  were  late  at  Patagonia  L. 
and  Willcox  11  Oct  (MB,  R.  Fray)  and  L. 
Havasu  9 Nov  (PEL,  BC). 

A Franklin’s  Gull  was  very  late  at  White- 
water  28-30  Nov  (S.  Williamson  et  al).  A juv. 
Herring  Gull  at  L.  Havasu  City  30  Sep  (PEL) 
was  early.  As  many  as  7 per  day  were  seen  on 

L.  Havasu  in  Oct  and  Nov  (PEL),  a relatively 
large  number  even  for  the  L.C.R.Y  Sabine’s 
Gulls  put  in  a very  good  showing  with  28  re- 
ported 28  Aug-15  Oct,  including  a large  flock 
of  7 at  n.  L.  Havasu  24  Sep  (JY,  JM)  and  scat- 


tered sightings  of  3 ads.  Known  for  migrant 
jaegers  but  seldom  checked  in  the  fall,  n.  L. 
Havasu  produced  a Pomarine  29  Sep  (tPEL), 
a Parasitic  29-30  Sep  (tPEL),  and  a Long- 
tailed 24-25  Sep  (ph.,  tLHa)  and  again  30 
Sep-8  Oct  (vt.,  TPEL,  C.  Marantz). 

Band-tailed  Pigeons  are  casual  wanderers 
to  the  desert.  Singles  were  in  far  w.  Maricopa 
at  Agua  Caliente  14-15  Oct  (vt.  PEL)  and  near 
Mittry  L.,  Yuma  24  Oct  (PEL).  There  were 
only  scattered  reports  of  Ruddy  Ground- 
Doves,  vAth  few  being  re-found.  Singles  were 
at  Tumacacori  3 Sep  0-  Mohlmann)  and  20 
Oct  (D.  Radin  et  al),  Wellton  20  Oct  (PEL), 
Patagonia  22  Oct  (SH),  Mesa  5-10  Nov  0- 
Miller),  and  Phoenix  24  Nov  (E  Hershberger, 
fide  TC).  Two  were  at  Patagonia  9 Nov  (WR), 
G.W.R.  14  Nov  (ph.  PD,  B.  Grice),  and  Tempe 
21  Nov  (ph.  B.  Metz).  The  Buff-collared 
Nightjars  at  Oro  Blanco  Mine  were  last  re- 
ported 28  Aug  (M.  Kehl). 

There  are  still  no  specimens  or  photo- 
graphs of  Black  Swift  for  Arizona.  Sight  re- 


ports from  Tucson  8 Aug  (tj.  McCabe)  and 
Portal  10  Aug  (tG.  Smith)  will  be  reviewed  by 
the  A.B.C.  Seldom  found  out  of  range  in  Ari- 
zona, a Broad-billed  Hummingbird  was  n.  to 
Clarkdale  7 Sep  (ph.  R.  Westcott),  and  anoth- 
er was  far  n.  to  Kingman  22  Nov4-  (ph.  J. 
Porter).  White-eared  Hummingbirds  were  re- 
ported in  Aug  in  Portal,  Paradise,  and  at  Ash 
Spring  in  the  Chiricahua  Mts.  (T.  Godfrey,  ph. 
REW,  ph.  D.  Shields;  B.  Howe)  and  at  Miller 
Canyon,  Huachuca  Mts.  until  2 Oct  (T.  Beat- 
ty). Berylline  Hummingbirds  were  reported  in 
Aug  in  Madera  Canyon  and  at  several  loca- 
tions around  Portal  (ph.  LH,  ph.  REW;  J.  Mc- 
Cumber,  T.  Godfrey).  Violet-crowned  Hum- 
I mingbirds  were  seen  away 
from  typical  areas  at  Green 
Valley  19  Oct-16  Nov  (M. 
Marsden),  Madera  Canyon  20 
Oct  (G.  West,  LH),  e.  of  Portal 
15  Nov  (N.  Moore-Craig),  and 
Bisbee  through  24  Nov  (M. 
Turisk).  A Plain-capped 
Starthroat  at  the  Patons’  feed- 
ers in  Patagonia  12-23  Sep  (R. 
Baxter,  ph.  C.  van  Cleve,  C. 
Gathers,  vt.  MPo)  was  the  2nd 
to  be  found  there.  Outshining 
that  rarity  was  Arizona’s  3rd 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbird, 
an  ad.  male  found  the  same 
day  and  also  the  2nd  for  the 
Patons,  12-30  Sep  (R.  Baxter, 
ph.  C.  van  Cleve,  C.  Gathers). 
Very  late  was  a Calliope  Hum- 
mingbird at  Hereford  2 Nov 
(ph.  J.  Loza).  Surprisingly, 
there  was  just  one  report  of 
Allen’s  Hummingbird,  at  Miller  Canyon  31 
Aug  (S.  Williamson). 

Green  Kingfisher  remains  a sporadic  visitor 
from  Mexico;  reports  came  from  Patagonia  L. 
14  Nov  (].  Lawrence),  the  San  Rafael  Valley 
19  Nov  (one  found  dead;  S.  Blackman,  fide 
TC),  and  below  Patagonia  L.  29  Nov  (ph. 
LH).  Good  numbers  of  Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
suckers  were  reported,  with  singles  at  Sweet- 
water 10  Oct  (]B),  Madera  Canyon  20  Oct 
(ph.  G.  West,  LH),  Paloma  1 Nov  (CB),  Nel- 
son Res.  2 Nov  (E.  Hough),  and  Portal  26 
Nov-4  Dec  (ph.  REW).  A Red-breasted  Sap- 
sucker  at  Goldwater  L.  15  Nov-i-  (tMN,  ph. 

M.  Reigner  et  al.)  was  more  extensively  red 
than  many  reported  in  the  state. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

A Northern  Beardless-Tyrannulet  at  Sweetwa- 
ter 19  Oct-2  Nov  and  again  29  Nov  (B.  Pol- 
lock, MPo,  MMS,  JB)  was  away  from  normal 
breeding  areas  (and  habitat)  in  the  Tucson 
area.  A Greater  Pewee  near  Heber  located 


during  the  summer  season  was  observed 
again  21  Aug  (E.  Hough).  A Least  Flycatcher 
discovered  near  Wellton  3 Nov+  (tRH;  ph.  S. 
Schuette,  D.  Radin;  ph.,  tGHR;  vt.  PEL)  rep- 
resents the  first  physically  documented  indi- 
vidual of  this  species  in  Arizona  in  recent 
times;  there  are  fewer  than  10  total  records.  A 
Gray  Flycatcher  at  Catalina  S.P.  7 Aug  (PK) 
was  early.  A Pacific-slope  Flycatcher  at  Tubac 
16  Oct  (RH)  was  late,  as  was  a non-calling  Pa- 
cific-slope/Cordilleran  Flycatcher  near  Tubac 

I Nov  (WR).  One  to  2 Buff-breasted  Fly- 
catchers in  upper  Madera  Canyon  (where 
rare)  13-30  Sep  (DS,  J.  Hecimovich,  LH)  and 
in  Sawmill  Canyon  (where  common)  18-29 
Sep  (SH)  were  all  late.  A Black  Phoebe  at 
Ganado  L.  10  Sep  (GHR)  was  n.  of  its  normal 
breeding  range  in  n.  Arizona.  Individual  East- 
ern Phoebes  were  at  Patagonia  L.  12-22  Oct 
(ph.  M.  Scheel,  J.  Scheel),  at  San  Bernardino 

N.W.R.  15  Oct  (REW),  and  in  Peck  Canyon 

II  Nov  (RH  et  al.).  A Dusky-capped  Fly- 
catcher at  Patagonia  L.  15-18  Oct  (MMS, 
MPo)  was  late.  Very  intriguing  was  a belated 
report  of  a possible  Nutting’s  Flycatcher  from 
along  the  Bill  Williams  River  N.W.R.  23  Sep 
(vt.  JY,  JH);  if  accepted  by  the  A.B.C. , this 
would  represent  only  a 3rd  Arizona  record.  A 
late  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  was  in  Har- 
shaw  Canyon  12-16  Sep  (SH),  but  another  re- 
ported from  Elfrida  14  Sep  (G.  Klingler)  was 
well  away  from  known  breeding  areas  in  se. 
Arizona.  Tropical  Kingbirds  continue  to  be 
present  in  moderate  numbers  along  both  the 
Santa  Cruz  and  San  Pedro  R.  drainages;  2 
found  at  Lochiel  16  Aug  (MPo,  B.  Pollock)  es- 
tablished a new  potential  breeding  location. 
Cassin’s  Kingbirds  lingered  later  than  usual 
into  the  fall  in  greater-than-normal  numbers 
at  numerous  locations  in  se.  Arizona;  small 
numbers  were  still  present  during  the  last 
week  of  Nov  in  Tucson,  Patagonia,  Santa  Rita 
Mts.,  and  Hereford.  Thick-billed  Kingbirds 
lingered  at  Patagonia/Sonoita  Cr.  20  (M. 
Meadows)  & 24  Sep  (D.  Dunford,  D.  Wright), 
while  in  Yuma,  an  individual  returned  for  an 
amazing  8th  consecutive  fall/winter  by  13 
Nov  (KR;  ph.  GHR).  The  only  Eastern  King- 
bird of  the  season  was  one  reported  belatedly 
from  the  w.  side  of  the  Chiricahua  Mts.  10  Sep 
(tA.  Bissel).  Casual  in  fall,  a Sdssor-tailed 
Flycatcher  was  at  Quigley  W.A.  near  Yuma  14 
Oct  (vt.  PEL). 

A Northern  Shrike  at  Mormon  L.  16  Nov 
(ph.  EH)  was  the  only  one  reported  this  fall. 
Casual  in  the  state,  a White-eyed  Vireo  was 
along  Morgan  City  Wash  13  Sep  (ph.,  tTC), 
and  another  was  reported  at  Havasu  N.W.R. 
19  Sep  (tD.  DeLorenzo).  Scattered  Bell’s  Vire- 
os  were  reported  from  odd  localities 
statewide,  including  one  at  Holbrook  12  Oct 
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Casual  in  the  state,  this  Yellow-throated  Warbler  was  present  at  Arizona  City,  Arizona  8- 
1 6 (here  8)  November  2008.  Photograph  by  Brendon  Grice. 


(EH),  one  at  Red  Tank  Draw,  Yavapai  26  Oct 
(EH),  one  in  Chandler  18  Nov  (M.  Petrillo), 
and  one  (returning?)  to  G.W.R.  20  Nov-i- 
(MMo;  ph.  DVR  LHa).  A Yellow-throated 
Vireo  was  along  Sonoita  Cr.  near  Patagonia,  at 
the  same  location  as  one  during  2007,  25 
Aug-27  Sep  (IDS;  ph.,  v.r.  GHR,  CDB),  and 
one  was  at  Granite  Basin  16-17  Sep  (CST); 
this  species  is  still  considered  casual  in  the 
state.  Also  casual,  individual  Red-eyed  Vireos 
were  reported  at  Madera  Canyon  2-17  Aug 
(JY,  WR,  C.  Goodrich),  at  Tuinacacori  8 Sep 
(tKK),  and  at  Spur  Cross,  Maricopa  14  Sep 
(tB.  Ison,  M.  Evans,  A.  Evans,  K.  Smith); 
these  reports  will  be  evaluated  by  the  A.B.C. 

A Cave  Swallow  reported  from  Kino 
Springs  near  Nogales  8 Aug  (tTC,  D.  Yellan) 
will  be  evaluated  by  the  A.B.C. ; there  are  still 
fewer  than  10  accepted  records  from  Arizona, 
and  imm.  Cliff  Swallow  needs  to  be  ruled  out 
in  all  reports.  A minor  irruption  of  Red-breast- 
ed Nuthatches  was  detected  at  scattered  loca- 
tions statewide  during  late  Sep  and  Oct.  With- 
out a doubt,  the  most  exciting  bird  of  the  sea- 
son, if  not  year,  was  a singing  male  Sinaloa 
Wren  in  the  Patagonia-Sonoita  Creek  Preserve 
25  Aug-r  (ph.,  tMB;  v.r.  tR.  Baxter;  ph.  CDB, 
GHR,  B.  Carlson).  This  represents  the  first 
documented  record  n.  of  Mexico,  the  details  of 
which  will  be  published  elsewhere.  A calling 
Winter  Wren  at  Wellton  23  Oct  (PEL)  was 
thought  to  be  an  eastern  bird  based  on  call;  al- 
though casual  in  the  state,  there  appear  to  be 
no  previous  records  of  this  subspecies  (poten- 
tial species)  from  the  nearby  L.C.R.V  Black- 
capped  Gnatcatchers  were  reported  from  sev- 
eral locations  where  “known”  pairs  have  oc- 
curred, including  Proctor  Rd.,  Tuinacacori, 
Sonoita  Cr.,  Florida  Canyon,  Chino  Canyon, 
California  Gulch,  and  Montosa  Canyon;  this 
species  appears  to  be  well  established  as  a res- 
ident in  se.  Arizona,  at  least  for  now. 

Late  Swainson’s  Thrushes  were  reported  in 


the  Pinal  Mts.  25  Sep 
(PD),  at  Tucson  29-30 
Oct  (NC),  and  from 
Granite  Basin  31  Oct  (D. 
Moll).  A Wood  Thrush, 
casual  in  the  state,  was  at 
the  Arizona-Sonora 
Desert  Museum  3 Nov 
(ph.  PK).  A Rufous- 
backed  Robin  at  Agua 
Caliente  ne.  of  Yuma  30 
Oct  (RH;  ph.  S.  Schuette) 
was  rather  early,  as  most 
Arizona  reports  come 
from  winter.  Seven  Varied 
Thrushes,  an  above-aver- 
age number,  were  report- 
ed in  s.  Arizona  this  fall. 
Similarly,  8 Gray  Catbirds  were  reported 
statewide;  although  this  species  breeds  in  ne. 
Arizona  (White  Mts.),  it  is  a rare  to  casual  as  a 
migrant  elsewhere  in  the  state.  A very  early 
Sage  Thrasher  was  in  Tucson  6 Sep  (MMS, 
MPo).  A Brown  Thrasher,  rare  in  the  state  as  a 
fall  and  winter  visitor,  was  in  Scottsdale  8 Oct 
(ph.  L.  & R.  Stephenson).  A Sprague’s  Pipit 
was  flushed  from  tall  grass  at  Gilbert  25  Nov 
(MMo);  this  species  is  casual  in  the  state  away 
from  known  wintering  areas  in  the  se.  portion. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  only  documented  Tennessee  Warbler  this 
fall  was  one  at  Sweetwater  30  Oct-12  Nov  QB; 
tMMS;  ph.  T.  Loomis);  this  species  is  still  ca- 
sual in  the  state  and  remains  an  A.B.C.  review 
species.  Late  Lucy’s  Warblers  were  reported  in 
the  Santa  Cruz  Flats  26  Oct  (DJ)  and  in  Patag- 
onia 30  Oct  (MB);  most  have  migrated  south 
by  early  Oct.  No  fewer  than  13  Northern  Paru- 
las  were  reported  this  fall,  an  above-average 
number  for  one  season.  Chestnut-sided  War- 
blers were  also  found  in  greater  numbers;  sin- 
gles were  at  the  South  Rim  of  the  Grand 
Canyon  7-9  Sep  (ph.  S.  Mull),  at  Granite  Basin 
26-27  Sep  (tD.  Moll,  M.  Nicosia),  banded  at 
Cibola  N.WR.  1 Oct  (C.  Dodge,  fide],  Kahl), 
at  B.T.A.  9 Nov  (SG),  in  Mesa  14  Nov  0- 
Miller),  and  in  Sabino  Canyon  25  Nov-r  (WR). 
More  casual  in  the  state.  Magnolia  Warblers 
were  at  Cameron  Seep  7 Oct  (ph.,  tBG)  and  in 
Stump  Canyon,  Huachuca  Mts.  15  Nov  (tP. 
Sockness).  Only  2 Black-throated  Blue  War- 
blers were  reported,  one  in  Yuma  10  Oct  (ph. 
K.  Bedard)  and  one  male  at  Charleston  along 
the  San  Pedro  R.  15  Oct  (R  Walsh).  Scarcely  re- 
ported in  recent  years,  male  Black-throated 
Green  Warblers  were  in  Madera  Canyon  7 Nov 
(M.  Kudrav;  ph.  S.  Pipkin)  and  at  Sweetwater 
29  Nov  (WR;  ph.  P Watson,  J.  Ulreich).  A 
greater-than-normal  number  of  Townsend’s 
Warblers  lingered  late  into  Nov  in  mountain 
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areas  across  se.  Arizona.  Hermit  Warblers  also 
lingered  late,  with  2 in  upper  Madera  Canyon  | 
12-18  Nov  (LH)  and  another  individual  in  I 
lower  Madera  16  Nov  (WR).  A Blackburnian  ! 
Warbler  at  San  Bernardino  N.W.R.  8 Sep 
(TREW),  a Yellow-throated  Warbler  at  Arizona 
City  8-16  Nov  (ph.  KR,  BG,  GHR),  a Prairie 
Warbler  at  Lyman  L.  2 Nov  (tJY),  and  a Black- 
poll  Warbler  at  G.W.R.  11  Nov  (tMMo)  were 
all  species  that  are  considered  casual  in  the 
state.  In  the  rare-but-regular  category,  11 
Black-and-whites,  11  American  Redstarts,  and 
17  Northern  Waterthrushes — but  only  3 
Ovenbirds — were  reported.  Slightly  rarer  in  * 
the  state,  Prothonotary  Warblers  were  reported  f 
at  G.W.R.  21  Sep  (ph.  R.  Catero)  and  at  i 
Slaughter  Ranch  15  Oct  (ph.  REW).  Similarly,  j 
2 Worm-eating  Warblers  were  found,  one  at 
Dateland  15  Oct  (vt.,  tPEL)  and  one  banded 
near  the  upper  San  Pedro  R.  at  the  San  Pedro 
House  9 Nov  Q-  Whetstone;  ph.  A.  Willcox). 

The  pattern  of  occurrence  of  Louisiana  Wa- 
terthrush  in  Arizona  is  generally  a peak  during  j. 
the  late  summer  followed  by  a lull  and  then 
another  peak  during  winter;  therefore,  individ-  j 
uats  at  Marshall  Gulch  12  Aug  (WR),  at  Sonoi-  li 
ta  Cr.  above  Patagonia  L.  24  Aug  (MA,  MB,  J.  I 
McCabe),  and  at  Tubac  26  Aug  (MA)  fit  the  j 
late-summer  pattern,  while  one  near  Tubac  26  [ 

Oct  OB)  was  early  (if  indeed  it  was  a different  | 
individual  than  the  Aug  bird).  Kentucky  War- 
bler is  casual  in  the  state  during  fall,  thus  one  i 
at  G.W.R.  5 Oct  (K.  & L.  Bielek)  and  one  along  ll 
Dinnebito  Wash  (near  Little  Colorado  R. 
downstream  from  Grand  Falls)  7 Nov  (CL,  tj. 
Coons)  were  of  note.  Five  Hooded  Warblers,  i 
about  average  for  a fall,  were  found  between  8 
Aug  and  9 Oct.  A few  Wilson’s  Warblers  lin-  ; 
gered  into  Nov,  the  latest  being  one  at  Page 
Springs  23  Nov  (ph.  G.  Botello).  |' 

Hepatic  Tanagers  appeared  to  be  lingering  ' 
at  canyon  locations  late  into  the  fall  in  high- 
er-than-usual  numbers.  At  least  7 different  ■ 
Summer  Tanagers  were  also  found  late  into  | 
the  fall  at  several  lowland  locations.  Casual  in  ( 
fall,  a Scarlet  Tanager  was  at  Dateland  15  Oct  i! 
(PEL) . A very  late  Western  Tanager  was  along  ■ 

Tanque  Verde  Wash  23  Oct  (DS).  Rufous-  ij 
winged  Sparrows  appeared  to  have  nested 
very  late  in  the  season,  with  ads.  feeding  | 
young  in  Oro  Valley  around  20  Oct  (NC).  J 
During  what  was  an  above-average  monsoon 
rain  season,  Cassin’s  Sparrows  were  found  at  ji. 
several  locations  in  the  Prescott  region.  It  was  J 
also  an  above-average  season  for  Clay-colored  i| 
Sparrow,  with  no  fewer  than  14  individuals  |j 
seen,  mostly  during  Sep.  An  early  Brewer’s  | 
Sparrow  was  at  Las  Cienegas  8 Aug  (R.  Behr-  I 
stock).  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  have  become 
much  more  regular  as  transients  (in  both 
spring  and  fall)  in  recent  years;  this  season,  ' 
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no  fewer  than  11  were  reported  statewide. 
Late  Varied  Buntings  were  at  Amado  16  Oct 
(D.  Smyth)  and  at  Tubac  26  Oct  QB).  Painted 
Buntings  are  also  becoming  almost  common- 
place in  Aug  and  Sep,  with  nearly  20  seen  this 
fall  season  statewide.  Ten  Dickcissels  were 
found,  the  most  interesting  record  being  4 to- 
gether at  B.T.A.  17  Sep  (DS). 

Hooded  Orioles  were  seen  feeding  fledg- 
lings on  the  late  date  of  13  Sep  in  Tucson 
(MMS)  and  lingered  into  late  fall,  with  one  at 
Green  Valley  1-10  Nov  (M.  Marsden)  and  one 
at  Sweetwater  17  Nov  (PK).  Bullock’s  Orioles 
also  were  found  late,  with  one  in  Tucson  23 


Nov  (V  MacKinnon),  one  at  Patagonia  28 
Nov  (C.  Rustay,  B.  Neville),  and  one  along  the 
Santa  Cruz  R.  near  Carmen  29  Nov  (ph.  JY, 
JM).  A small  wandering  flock  of  Red  Cross- 
bills were  at  Kino  Springs  28  Nov  (MA),  but 
there  was  no  sign  of  a widespread  movement 
of  this  species  into  the  lowlands. 
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Great  Basin 


Rick  Fridell 


The  Great  Basin  Region  is  renowned  for 
its  avian  diversity,  and  though  there 
are  fewer  birders  in  Nevada  and  Utah 
than  in  most  other  parts  of  the  United  States, 
the  Region  continually  turns  up  a remarkable 
array  of  rarities  and  vagrants.  This  fall,  how- 
ever, there  were  fewer  rare  sea  ducks,  grebes, 
loons,  shorebirds,  flycatchers,  and  warblers  in 
the  Region  than  usual.  The  paucity  of  these 
groups  was  more  than  compensated  for  by 
some  incredible  records,  including  potential 
firsts  of  Crested  Caracara  and  Baird’s  Sparrow 
for  Nevada  and  Iceland  Gull  in  Utah.  Other 
season  highlights  included  Glossy  Ibis,  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull,  Wood  Thrush,  Scarlet 
Tanager,  Dickcissel,  Painted  Bunting,  and  Or- 
chard Oriole. 

Abbreviations:  Antelope  1.  (Antelope  Island 
S.P.  and  Causeway,  Davis,  UT);  Ash  Meadows 
(Ash  Meadows  N.W.R.,  Nye,  NV);  Bear  River 
(Bear  River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge,  Box  Elder, 
UT);  Circle  L Ranch  (at  Dyer,  Esmeralda, 
NV);  Corn  Cr.  (Corn  Creek  Unit,  Desert 
N.W.R.,  Clark,  NV);  Farmington  Bay  (Farm- 


ington Bay  W.M.A.,  Davis,  UT);  H.B.V.P  (Hen- 
derson Bird  Viewing  Preserve,  Clark,  NV); 
Lake  Mead  (Lake  Mead  N.R.A.,  Clark,  NV); 
Lytle  (Lytle  Ranch  Preserve,  Washington,  UT); 
Miller’s  R.A.  (Miller’s  Rest  Area,  Esmeralda, 
NV);  Quail  Creek  (Quail  Creek  S.P.,  Washing- 
ton, UT);  Red  Hills  (Red  Hills  G.C.,  St. 
George,  Washington,  UT);  Zion  (Zion  N.P., 
Washington,  UT). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Two  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  observed  2- 
6 Sep  at  Tropic  Res.  (KD  et  al.)  may  mark  a 
first  for  seldom-birded  Gaifield,  UT.  A Brant 
was  an  exceptional  find  31  Aug  at  Farming- 
ton  Bay  O'&rKB)  and,  if  documented  and  ac- 
cepted, will  supply  only  one 
of  a handful  of  Utah  records. 

A Eurasian  Wigeon  made  a 
surprise  s.  Nevada  appear- 
ance 9 Nov  at  H.B.V.P  QBr). 

Surprisingly,  there  were  no 
scoters  reported  this  fall  in 
Nevada  and  fewer  than  nor- 
mal in  Utah.  Surf  Scoters  led 
the  way,  with  five  observa- 
tions, including  a female  at 
Antelope  1.  (15  Oct;  J&KB), 
a juv.  at  Sand  Hollow  S.P, 

Washington  11-26  Nov  (ph. 

RF),  3 at  Panguitch  L., 

Garfield  12  Nov  (RF),  2 at 
Otter  Creek  S.P,  Piute  13 
Nov  (RF),  and  a juv.  at  An- 
telope 1.  12-15  Nov  O&KB 
et  al.,  ph.  PH).  White- 
winged Scoter  sightings  included  2 juvs.  at 
Panguitch  L.,  Garfield  13  Nov  (RF),  3 (an  ad. 
male,  ad.  female,  and  juv.)  at  Kolob  Res., 
Washington  14-18  Nov  (ph.  RF),  and  a juv.  at 


Antelope  I.  15  Nov  (EH,  LG  et  al.).  Black 
Scoters  were  found  at  Antelope  1.  8-  30  Nov 
(ph.  PH  et  al.).  Otter  Creek  S.P,  Piute  13  Nov 
(ph.  RF),  and  Lincoln  Point,  Utah  L.,  Utah 
16-19  Nov  (DH,  ph.  MM  et  al.).  Long-tailed 
Ducks  were  present  again  this  year  at  Ante- 
lope L,  where  a male  lingered  9 Nov+  (ph.  PH 
et  al).  More  surprising  was  a male  observed 
22  Nov  at  the  Logan  Sewage  Ponds,  Cache, 
UT  (CF  et  al.).  An  ad.  male  Barrow’s  Golden- 
eye made  a rare  s.  Utah  appearance  26 
Nov-28  Dec  at  Quail  Creek  (ph.  RF  et  al.). 

Surprisingly,  2 imm.  Red-throated  Loons 
visited  Quail  Creek  in  sw.  Utah  this  fall.  The 
first,  photographed  1 1 Nov,  lingered  through 
15  Nov  (tRF  et  al.),  and  the  other  turned  up 


at  the  same  small  reservoir  25-29  Nov  (ph. 
RF).  Pacific  Loons  were  found  19-21  Oct  (JB, 
BH)  and  30  Nov  (J&KB)  at  East  Canyon  S.P, 
Morgan,  UT.  A Pacific  Loon  also  visited  Vir- 


Pacific  Loons  are  rare  but  regular  transients  through  the  Great  Basin  region;  howev- 
er, they  are  usually  found  on  large  lakes  and  reservoirs  and  seldom  provide  close  ob- 
servation and  photographic  opportunities.  This  loon  lingered  from  2 (here)  through 
8 November  2008  at  Virginia  Lake  and  Idlewild  Park  near  Reno,  Washoe  County,  Ne- 
vada. Photograph  by  Steve  Ting. 
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This  apparent  first-cycle  Iceland  Gull  was  found  4 November  2008  by  the  photographer  at  the  Logan  River  Wetlands  (or  "Sue's  Pond,"  as  it  is  known  locally)  in  Cache  County,  Utah.  The  gull  re- 
mained through  7 November  and,  pending  acceptance,  will  be  the  first  documented  in  Utah.  Photographs  by  Jason  Pietrzak. 


One  of  two  reported  in  the  Great  Basin  region  during  fall 
2008,  this  Red-eyed  Vireo  was  found  at  Crystal  Spring,  Lincoln 
County,  Nevada  14  September.  Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 


ginia  L.  and  Idlewild  Park  in  Reno,  Washoe 
NV  2-8  Nov  (ph.  GS,  ph.  ST,  DS  et  al.).  Utah’s 
2nd  confirmed  Neotropic  Cormorant,  dis- 
covered 31  Jul,  lingered  at  Ivins  Res.,  Wnsli- 
ington  through  23  Aug  (tRF  et  al.).  A well- 
documented  Glossy  Ibis  was  found  14  Aug  at 
the  Kennecott  Inland  Sea  Shorebird  Reserve, 
Salt  Lake,  UT  (ph.,  tTA). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

White-tailed  Kites,  found  earlier  in  the  year, 
lingered  at  Pahranagat  N.W.R.,  Lincoln,  NV 
and  Ash  Meadows  through  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son (CL  et  al.).  Broad-winged  Hawks,  rare 
transients  seldom  found  outside  of  mountain 
hawkwatch  areas,  were  reported  19  Sep  from 
La  Verkin  Cr.,  Washington,  UT  (ph.  RF)  and 
21  Sep  from  Mill  Creek  Canyon,  Suit  Lake, 


UT  (ph.  TA).  Red-shouldered  Hawk  sightings 
continue  to  increase  in  Nevada,  with  28  re- 
ports from  nine  counties  (Churchill,  Clark, 
Elko,  Esmeralda,  Eureka,  Nye,  Pershing, 
Washoe,  and  White  Pine).  In  contrast,  the  only 
Utah  Red-shouldered  Hawk  was  a juv.  at  Lytle 
29  Sep-26  Oct  (RF,  ph.  TA).  A Zone-tailed 
Hawk  photographed  30  Aug  (GB)  at  Sunset 
Park,  Las  Vegas,  Clark,  NV  was  quite  an  ur- 
ban surprise.  One  of  the  highlights  of  the  sea- 
son was  Nevada’s  first  documented  Crested 
Caracara,  found  20  Sep  at  Circle  L Ranch  (ph. 
MM,  ph.  GS,  RSt,  DG).  Fortunately,  the 
caracara  lingered  in  Dyer,  Esmeralda  through 
26  Sep  (CL,  RSt)  and  provided  many  ob- 
servers an  opportunity  to  see  this  unique  rap- 
tor. A Clapper  Rail  was  heard  29  Aug  at  Pe- 
terson Res.,  Ash  Meadows  (CL). 

It  was  an  unusually  slow  fall  for  rare  and 
vagrant  shorebirds  in  the  Great  Basin,  with 
only  a few  noteworthy  records.  An  American 
Golden-Plover  graced  the  Logan  River  Wet- 
lands, Cache,  UT  26  Oct-7  Nov  (ph.  RO,  CF, 
SCb).  A Whimbrel  was  found  at  Antelope  I. 
28  Sep  (H&KR),  and  a Ruddy  Turnstone  lin- 
gered there  26  Jul-2  Aug  (CC,  ph.  SCa  et  al). 
A possible  Red-necked  Stint 
was  observed  9 Aug  in  nw. 

Nevada  at  the  remote  Big 
Springs  Res.,  Hiunboldt  (ph., 
tDI;  DP).  This  record  and 
one  earlier  record  of  this  ex- 
tremely rare  vagrant  are 
pending  review  by  the  Ne- 
vada B.R.C.  and  if  accepted 
will  the  be  the  first  con- 
firmed for  the  Region.  Stilt 
Sandpipers  were  pho- 
tographed 15  Sep  at  Key 
Pittman  W.M.A.,  Lincoln, 

NV  (GS,  MM)  and  12  Oct  at 
the  Provo  Airport  Dike, 


Utah,  UT  (EH).  Short-billed  Dowitchers  made 
a strong  showing  in  the  Region,  with  sight- 
ings 2 Aug  at  Sand  Hollow  S.P.,  Washington, 
UT  (RF),  26  Aug-2  Sep  at  Ponderosa  Dairy, 
Nye,  NV  (CL),  27  Aug  at  Pyramid  L.,  Washoe, 
NV  (GS),  2 Sep  at  Ash  Meadows  (CL),  8 Sep 
at  Lemmon  Valley,  Washoe,  NV  (F&GP,  DS), 
and  a late  individual  reported  21  Oct  at  the 
Ponderosa  Dairy  (CL). 

Juv.  Parasitic  jaegers  were  observed  at 
LeBaron  Pt.,  Utah  L.,  Utah,  UT  29  Aug  (LG) 
and  at  Soda  L.,  Churchill,  NV  31  Aug  (GS). 
Unidentihed  jaegers  were  found  at  Walker  L., 
Mineral,  NV  21  Nov  (ph.  GS,  ph.  MM)  and 
Farmington  Bay  22  Sep  (SCo).  Sabine’s  Gull 
sightings  included  7 in  Nevada  (Elko,  Esmer- 
alda, Nye,  and  Washoe)  and  10  in  Utah 
(Cache,  Davis,  Salt  Lake,  and  Washington).  All 
sightings  were  of  juvs.  found  between  29  Aug 
and  18  Oct,  with  the  vast  majority  observed 
in  the  last  two  weeks  of  Sep.  Thayer’s  Gull  ob- 
servations included  an  ad.  19-20  Nov  at 
Sparks  Marina,  Washoe,  NV  (ph.  MM  et  al.) 
and  a first-cycle  bird  24-28  Nov  at  the  Logan 
River  Wetlands,  Cache,  UT  (CF  et  al.).  A 
probable  Iceland  Gull,  found  at  the  Logan 


There  were  five  Black-throated  Blue  Warblers  observed  in  the  Great  Basin  during  fall 
2008,  with  this  bird  the  only  female  reported,  at  the  Red  Hills  Golf  Course,  St.  George, 
Washington  County,  Utah  12-20  (here  15)  October.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


GREAT  BASIN 


Scarlet  Tanagers  are  extremely  rare  in  the  Great  Basin;  this  male  was  photographed 
7 November  2008  at  the  Corn  Creek  Unit  of  the  Desert  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  a 
popular  migrant  trap  in  the  desert  north  of  Las  ¥egas.  Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 


River  Wetlands  4-7  Nov  (p.a.;  ph.,  tJP;  ph., 
tRO;  CF  et  al.)  would  be  a Utah  first.  A well- 
documented  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was 
also  observed  at  the  Logan  River  Wetlands  5- 
30  Nov  (ph.,  TJP;  ph.  RO  et  al). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Two  Inca  Doves  were  found  1 Sep  n.  of  typical 
range  in  the  Amargosa  Valley,  Nye,  NV  (CL). 
The  only  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  of  the  season 
was  an  individual  remaining  at  Ash  Meadows 
through  25  Aug  (CL).  A Vaux’s  Swift  was  ob- 
served 12  Oct  flying  over  Red  Hills  (RF).  A 
very  late  female  Black-chinned  Hummingbird 
was  photographed  29  Nov  at  H.B.V.P. 
(R&BM).  A small  colony  of  Acorn  Woodpeck- 
ers continued  in  the  Kolob  Meadows,  Wash- 
ington, UT  through  the  fall  (RF).  Juv.  Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsuckers  were  photographed  26 
Oct  at  Miller’s  R.A.  (GS,  RSt,  DG)  and  7-8  Nov 
at  Corn  Cr.  (GS,  J&MC  et  al).  A Red-breasted 
Sapsucker  was  photographed  26  Sep  at  Lytle 
(RF).  An  American  Three-toed  Woodpecker 
observed  along  Elk  Ridge  3 Oct  (LG)  may  be 
a first  for  San  Juan,  UT. 

An  apparent  Least  Flycatcher  pho- 
tographed 5 Sep  in  Snake  Valley,  Millard,  UT 
(RF)  and  an  Eastern  Kingbird  at  Fish  Springs 
N.W.R.,  Juab,  UT  the  day  before  (ph.  RF) 
were  the  only  notable  flycatcher  sightings  of 
the  season.  A possible  Blue-headed  Vireo  pho- 
tographed 14  Sep  near  Pahranagat  N.W.R., 
Lincoln  (p.a.;  ph.,  TGS;  ph.,  TMM)  could  pro- 
j vide  a 2nd  accepted  record  for  Nevada.  Red- 
eyed Vireos  were  reported  from  Crystal 
Spring,  Lincoln,  NV  14  Sep  (ph.  GS,  MM)  and 
1 Gunlock,  Washington,  UT  14  Sep  (LT).  A 
flock  of  10  Gray  Jays  observed  2 Oct  (LG)  in 
the  La  Sal  Mts.  might  also  provide  a first 
1 county  record  for  seldom-birded  San  Juan, 
UT.  A pair  of  Purple  Martins  was  observed  18- 
20  Aug  in  the  Reese  River  Valley,  Lander,  NV 
i (C&RT).  A first-year  Wood  Thrash  was  an 
exceptional  find  on  1 Sep  at  Torrance  Ranch, 
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Nye,  NV  (ph.  CL  et  al.).  The 
cooperative  thrush  re- 
mained through  13  Sep, 
supplying  one  of  only  a 
handful  of  records  (and  the 
earliest  fall  record)  for  the 
Region.  A window-killed 
Gray  Catbird  was  found  1 
Oct  and  a skulking  Brown 
Thrasher  was  observed  25 
Sep  at  Parker  Ranch,  Nye, 
NV  (LC).  Additional  va- 
grant Brown  Thrashers  were 
observed  14  Oct  at  Crystal 
Res.,  Ash  Meadows  (ph. 
CL)  and  1 Nov  at  Red 
Springs,  Red  Rock  National 
Conservation  Area,  Clark,  NV  QC  et  al). 

Although  there  were  several  noteworthy 
warbler  observations  in  the  Great  Basin,  the 
diversity  was  lower  than  in  recent  fall  periods, 
and  there  were  no  exceptionally  rare  or  va- 
grant warblers  reported.  Tennessee  Warblers 
were  observed  18  Sep  at  Parker  Ranch,  Nye, 
NV  (LC)  and  19  Sep  at  Ash  Meadows  (ph. 
CL).  A late  Nashville  Warbler  was  at  Beatty, 
Nye,  NV  1 Nov  (CL).  Northern  Parulas  were 
found  1 Sep  at  Lytle  (LT),  23-24  Sep  at  Red 
Hills  (ph.  RF),  and  28  Sep  at 
Peavine  Canyon,  Nye,  NV 
(CL).  First-fall  Chestnut- 
sided Warblers  were  pho- 
tographed at  Floyd  Lamb 
S.E,  Clark,  NV  12  Sep  (CL) 
and  at  Dyer  Pond,  Esmeral- 
da, NV  13  Sep  (GS,  MM,  RSt 
et  al).  Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  sightings  included 
males  at  Circle  L Ranch  27- 
28  Sep  (RS,  JBr,  MD  et  al), 
at  Ash  Meadows  3 Oct  (ph. 

CL  et  al),  and  at  Lytle  26 
Oct  (TA).  A female  Black- 
throated  Blue  was  pho- 
tographed at  Red  Hills  12- 
20  Oct  (RF  et  al).  It  was  a 
good  fall  for  Magnolia  War- 
blers in  the  Great  Basin, 
with  five  reports:  12  Sep  at 
Salt  Lake  City,  Salt  Lake,  UT 
(ph.  TA),  27  Sep  at  Lida,  Esmeralda,  NV  (ph. 
GS  et  al),  28  Sep  at  the  Salt  Lake  Internation- 
al Center,  Salt  Lake,  UT  (MS,  DW),  and  at 
Ash  Meadows  4 (CL,  CT,  RS)  & 14  Oct  (ph. 
CL).  A Grace’s  Warbler  at  Ash  Meadows  31 
Aug  (CL)  was  noteworthy,  as  this  species  is 
rarely  found  in  lowland  areas  during  migra- 
tion. Blackpoll  Warblers  were  reported  from 
Pahranagat  N.W.R.,  Lincoln,  NV  15  Sep  (ph. 
GS,  MM),  Central,  Washington,  UT  21  Sep 
(LT),  and  Ash  Meadows  9 Oct  (ph.  CL). 
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Black-and-white  Warblers  were  found  only  in 
Nevada:  at  Key  Pittman,  Lincoln  14  Sep  (GS, 
MM),  at  Dyer  Pond,  Esmeralda  4 Oct  (GS),  at 
Ash  Springs,  Lincoln  5 Oct  (GS),  and  at  Corn 
Cr.  11  Oct  (GS).  Nevada  also  cornered  the 
Prothonotary  Warbler  sightings,  with  singles 
20  Sep  at  Arlemonte  Ranch,  Esmeralda  (GS, 
MM  et  al),  20-27  Sep  at  Circle  L Ranch  (GS, 
MM  et  al),  and  5 Oct  at  Ash  Springs,  Lincoln 
(GS).  Twenty  Northern  Waterthrushes  were 
reported  between  17  Aug  and  28  Sep  from 
four  Nevada  counties  (Clark,  Esmeralda,  Lin- 
coln, and  Nye)  and  from  three  Utah  counties 
(Davis,  Salt  Lake,  and  Washington).  A male 
Summer  Tanager  brightened  the  Tracy  Aviary, 
Salt  Lake,  UT  26-28  Sep  (ph.  BO  et  al.),  and  a 
male  Scarlet  Tanager  was  photographed  at 
Corn  Cr.  7 Nov  (GS). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  found  16  Sep  at 
Central,  Washington,  UT  (LT)  and  28  Sep-5 
Oct  at  the  Salt  Lake  International  Center,  Salt 
Lake,  UT  (MS,  DW,  CN).  Another  highlight  of 
the  season  was  a well-photographed  Baird’s 
Sparrow  discovered  6 Sep  at  Highland  Park, 
Tonopah,  Nye,  NV  (ph.,  TMM;  ph.,  TGS).  This 
is  the  first  well-documented  record  of  this  no- 


toriously secretive  species  in  the  Region.  Red 
Fox  Sparrows  are  seldom  reported  in  the  Re- 
gion, so  birds  photographed  17-19  Oct  at 
Miller’s  R.A.  (CL,  MM  et  al.)  and  8 Nov  at 
Pyramid  L.,  Washoe,  NV  (ph.  MM)  are  note- 
worthy. A Swamp  Sparrow  turned  up  28  Sep  at 
the  Salt  Lake  International  Center,  Salt  Lake, 
UT  (MS,  DW).  White-throated  Sparrows  were 
reported  18  Oct  at  Sparks,  Washoe,  NV  (GS) 
and  at  Circle  L Ranch  (MM),  19  Oct  at  Ash 
Meadows  (CL),  and  31  Oct  along  the  Jordan 
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Of  the  Fox  Sparrow  subspecies.  Slate-colored  Fox  Sparrows  are  most  frequently  en- 
countered in  the  Great  Basin  region,  so  observations  of  other  subspecies  are  note- 
worthy. This  sparrow  photographed  on  17  October  2008  at  Miller's  Rest  Area  west  of 
Tonopah,  Esmeralda  County  was  one  of  two  Red  Fox  Sparrows,  likely  of  the  zaboria 
subspecies,  found  in  Nevada  this  fall.  Photograph  by  Martin  Meyers. 


GREAT  BASIN 


A Dickcissel  was  another  fall  highlight  at  the  Circle  L Ranch,  Dyer,  Esmeralda  County, 
Nevada.  It  lingered  from  26  (here)  through  28  September  2008  and  represents  one  of 
a very  few  records  for  the  Great  Basin  region.  Photograph  by  Martin  Meyers. 


R. ,  Sait  Lake,  UT  (KS)  and  at  Snow  Canyon 

S. P.,  Washington,  UT  (KC).  A Lapland 
Longspur  was  found  18  Nov  at  Carson  L., 
Churchill,  NV  (MM),  and  a Chestnut-collared 
Longspur  was  observed  21  Nov  in  the  Amar- 
gosa  Valley,  Nye,  NV  (CL).  Snow  Buntings 
were  found  in  Utah  at  Lincoln  Point,  Utah  L., 
Utah  1 1 Nov-6  Dec  (EH,  ph.  JB  et  al.)  and  Lo- 
gan Canyon,  Cache  15  Nov  (SCb). 

The  only  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  this  fall 
were  first-year  males  at  Arlemonte  Ranch,  Es- 


meralda, NV  18  Oct  (MM) 
and  in  Holladay,  Salt  Lake, 
UT  25  Nov  (ph.  D&DO). 
Some  exceptional  birds  were 
found  26  Sep  at  the  Circle  L 
Ranch,  including  a first- 
year  female  Painted 
Bunting  (ph.  CL,  MM  et  al.) 
and  a Dickcissel  (ph.  CL, 
MM  et  al.)  that  remained 
through  28  Sep.  There  are 
few  previously  accepted 
records  of  either  species  in 
the  Region.  A wayward 
Common  Crackle  was  re- 
ported 24  Aug  at  the  Salt 
Lake  International  Center, 
Salt  Lake,  UT  (GH).  A fe- 
male Orchard  Oriole  was  photographed  28 
Aug  in  the  Hurricane  Fields  (tRF),  and  an- 
other possible  female  Orchard  or  a very  late 
female  Hooded  Oriole  was  photographed  21 
Nov  at  Ash  Meadows  (CL).  The  summer  in- 
flux of  White-winged  Crossbills  into  the  n. 
Utah  mts.  continued  this  fall.  White-winged 
Crossbills  were  observed  in  several  Utah 
counties  (Cache,  Salt  Lake,  San  Juan,  and 
Summit)  between  10  Aug  and  3 Nov,  usually 
in  mixed  flocks  with  Red  Crossbills. 
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Fall  2008  ended  up  as  a near  opposite  of 
2007,  which  concluded  as  one  of  Alas- 
ka’s best  rarity  seasons  of  all  time. 
Weather  patterns  contributed  little  to  deposit- 
ing rarities  from  either  northeastern  Asia  or 
North  America,  and  a mild,  storm-free  season 
protracted  southbound  migration  and  limited 


notable  concentrations  of  birds. 
This  all  added  up  to  a slow  fall 
with  few  significant  reports.  Most 
noteworthy  sightings  centered  in 
Southeast,  and  most  comprised 
species  from  the  “pool”  of  regular 
or  annual  fall  rarities.  The 
season  was  equally  inter- 
esting for  late  records  as 
for  rare  birds;  as  expect- 
ed, late  birds  were  most- 
ly recorded  from  the 
coastal  areas  in  the  Re- 
gion’s southern  half. 
Probably  of  greatest  interest  this  fall  was  a 
flood  of  lingering  passerines  at  mostly  coastal 
locales  well  into  November,  when  most  have 
departed  the  Region. 

Abbreviations:  A.B.O.  (Alaska  B.O.,  Fair- 
banks); North  Gulf  (North  Gulf  of  Alaska). 
Referenced  details  (t),  photographs  (ph.), 
and  videotape  (vt.)  are  on  file  at  the  Universi- 
ty of  Alaska  Museum  or  with  the  regional 
editor. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Traditionally,  the  fall  season  produces  few  wa- 
terfowl highlights,  and  this  year  was  no  ex- 
ception. Virtually  the  whole  season  unfolded 
with  few  notable  concentrations,  fewer  rari- 
ties, and  late  arrivals  to  wintering  sites.  The 
only  interesting  Greater  White-fronted  Goose 
report  came  from  the  North  Gulf  at  Kodiak, 
where  2 hung  around  in  Oct  and  one  was  still 
there  26  Oct  (RB).  Two  Brant  on  the  Tanana 
R.  flats  near  Fairbanks  23  Aug  (LD,  NH)  were 
out  of  place  and  rare  for  the  Interior.  A hunter 
took  a female  Wood  Duck  near  Petersburg  23 
Nov  (ph.  TST,Jide  SCH),  another  in  the  21- 
year  run  of  fall  records  of  this  formerly  acci- 
dental visitor;  there  are  at  least  22  reports 
since  1987,  almost  entirely  from  Southeast. 
The  season’s  only  interesting  Eurasian 
Wigeon  accounts  included  singles  in  South- 
east at  Juneau  27  Oct  and  29  Nov  (PMS)  and 
near  Gustavus  8 Nov  (NKD).  Twenty-five 
Ring-necked  Ducks  at  Sitka’s  Swan  L.  25  Nov 
(MRG)  was  an  unusually  high  fall  tally  in 
Southeast,  where  small  numbers  are  the 
norm.  Gambell  seawatchers  identified  that 
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A Turkey  Vulture  in  Alaska  is  a rare  sight,  as  there  are  only  about  five  previous  sight  re- 
ports for  the  state.  This  bird  at  Juneau  24  September  2C08  (here)  remained  through  the 
27th  and  turned  up  again  3 October;  it  represents  the  second  record  for  Southeast 
Alaska.  Photograph  by  Mi  W/se. 


site’s  first  fall  Common  Merganser,  a flyby  off 
the  Point,  11  Sep  (PEL).  Still  casual  in  the  fall 
were  2 Ruddy  Ducks  in  Southeast,  at  Juneau 
20  Oct  (GBV,  DM,  PMS,  RJG),  the  only  report 
for  the  fall. 

The  Gambell  seawatch  went  without  loon 
highlights.  A Yellow-billed  Loon  was  a rare 
find  on  the  Chena  R.  near  Fairbanks  26  Oct 
(ph.  NH);  there  are  few  prior  interior  reports. 
Normally  rare  and  annual  in  Southeast  in  fall, 
only  one  Pied-billed  Grebe  was  found  this  sea- 
son, at  Juneau  12  Sep  (RJG).  A Western  Grebe 
flock  built  to  1000  birds  near  Wrangell  in  ear- 
ly Nov  through  the  7th  (BHD),  at  a site  that 
regularly  supports  winter  concentrations. 
Westerns  can  often  be  locally  common  at  fa- 
vored passes  in  inside  waters  of  Southeast, 
usually  s.  of  Sumner  Strait.  Fall  season  storms 
typically  push  tubenoses  into  the  fringes  of 
Southeast’s  inside  waters,  with  examples  this 
year  including  a Northern  Fulmar  in  Clarence 
Strait  off  lower  Ketchikan  28  Oct  (SCH),  only 
that  site’s  2nd  local  record,  and  a deceased 
Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  at  Sitka  24  Sep  (ph. 
MRG),  where  casual.  Nearly  always  coincident 
with  the  early  fall  peak  incursion  of  the  year’s 
warmest  sea  surface  temperatures  in  the  North 
Gulf  of  Alaska  are  the  season’s  notable  finds, 
with  highlights  this  year  including  a late  Mot- 
tled Petrel  80  km  off  Kodiak  19  Oct  (IB)  and  2 
Buller’s  Shearwaters  in  the  same  area  18  Oct 
(IB).  A research  ship  traveled  a transect  due 
south  from  Seward  225  km  into  the  Gulf  in  14- 
18  Sep,  with  a nice  trip  tally  of  60+  Buller’s 
Shearwaters,  5 South  Polar  Skuas  (more  than 
112  km  out),  and  25  Mottled  Petrels  (ph.  BB). 
(Further  attesting  to  the  offshore  drift  that  we 
have  recognized  at  isolated  Middleton  1.  and 
from  shipboard  accounts,  Benter  also  experi- 
enced a passerine  fallout  on  the  ship’s  riggings 
at  dawn  on  16  Sep,  with  dozens  of  Yellow  War- 
blers, a single  Townsend’s  Warbler,  and  an 
■ Alder-type  Empidonax,  all  near  the  transect’s 
southerly  terminus.) 

A female/imm.  frigatebird  in  Lynn  Canal 
[ near  Funter  Bay  23  Aug  (HM)  was  a spectac- 


ular find  and  a first 
frigatebird  report  for 
Southeast.  There  are  five 
prior  Alaska  Fregata 
records,  all  between  late 
Jun  and  mid-Sep,  but 
only  one  has  been  con- 
clusively identified — a 
Magnificent  Frigatebird 
photographed  on  the 
Alaska  Pen.  at  Belkofski 
Bay  15  Aug  1985.  While 
most  Alaska  reports  were 
likely  Magnificents,  other 
Pacific  Coast  reports  from 
California  and  the  Baja  California  Pen.  have 
included  Greats  and  one  Lesser,  so  presum- 
ably all  represent  possibilities  here.  Equally 
surprising  was  an  ad.  Turkey  Vulture  in 
Juneau  24-27  Sep  and  3 Oct  (ph.  JW,  ph.  PAR, 
BW) — a first  Juneau  area  record  and  only  the 
2nd  to  be  documented  in  Southeast.  Vultures 
have  been  reported,  usually  as  flybys,  between 
late  Apr  and  Sep  from  most  sections  of  the  Re- 
gion; however,  there  are  fewer  than  five  well- 
documented  records.  What  may  well  have 
been  the  same  Swainson’s  Hawk  seen  earlier 
in  summer  around  Barrow,  was  likely  refound 
(or  moving  back  through  the  area)  in  the 
vicinity  of  previous  sightings  27-28  Aug  (ph. 
JP)  and  22  Sep  (CT-H).  This  account  follows 
an  earlier  fall  2006  sighting.  A dark  Merlin  re- 
ported in  the  Bering  Sea  at  St.  Paul  I.  8-14  Sep 
(fide  St.  Paul  Tour,  SS  ph.)  was  only  the  Pri- 
bilofs’  second  ever. 

RAILS  THROUGH 
CUCKOOS 

Following  a summer 
report  at  the  same  loca- 
tion, a Sora  was  in 
Juneau’s  Pioneer  Marsh 
8 Sep  (PMS),  where  the 
species  also  bred  in 
2007.  Soras  have  be- 
come rare  migrants 
and  local  summer  visi- 
tors, and  they  occa- 
sionally breed  primari- 
ly on  Mainland  sites  in 
Southeast.  Peak  Ameri- 
can Coot  tallies  for  the 
season  included  6 in 
Juneau  11  Nov  (MB)  and  7 offshore  at  Sitka 
18-30  Nov  MLW,  MET).  Given  this  season’s 
decent  coverage  at  the  Bering  Sea  periphery,  it 
had  to  have  been  weather  that  influenced  a 
rather  poor  shorebird  passage.  Palearctic  taxa 
were  poorly  represented  or  missing,  and  weak 
counts  of  most  species  were  typical.  Most 
shorebird  highlights  came  from  the  North 


Gulf  and  Southeast,  including:  a late  and 
strong  showing  for  30  Black-bellied  Plovers  at 
Gustavus  13  Oct  (NKD);  a casual  Upper  Cook 
Inlet  Upland  Sandpiper  report  from  Palmer  2 
Aug  (DL),  where  there  a half  dozen  fall  sight- 
ings, and  up  to  4 from  intertidal  and  alpine 
sites  in  the  Juneau  area  18-30  Aug  (GBV, 
PMS);  a high  count  of  13  Hudsonian  Godwits 
in  Juneau  1 Aug  (RJG,  PMS),  where  they  are 
sporadic;  peak  Stilt  Sandpiper  tallies  in  the 
North  Gulf  Coast,  where  annual  but  rare  and 
local,  with  one  and  then  2 in  Gustavus  25  & 
26  Aug  (ph.  NKD,  BBP),  up  to  21  injuneau  25 
Aug  (PMS),  a single  at  Kodiak’s  Narrow  Cape 
20  Aug  OBA,  ph.  RAM),  and  4 in  Homer  18- 
25  Aug  (AL);  a Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  near 
Juneau,  where  always  notable,  29-31  Aug 
(RJG,  PMS);  a Ruff  also  injuneau  19-27  Aug 
(PAR);  and  the  season’s  lone  Wilson’s 
Phalarope  from  Juneau  11-12  Aug  (ph.  PAR, 
PMS),  whence  nearly  all  of  Southeast’s  reports 
come.  Even  with  good  coverage,  shorebirds 
simply  missed  Gambell  this  fall' — e.g.,  it  was 
the  worst  ever  fall  for  Pacific  Golden-Plover, 
Western  Sandpiper,  and  Dunlin  there.  But 
waders  showed  reasonably  well  farther  s.  in 
the  Bering  Sea  from  St.  Paul  I.  habitats.  Asian 
shorebirds  of  note  included:  a Lesser  Sand- 
Plover  at  Gambell  25  Aug;  one  of  the  Bering 
Sea’s  latest  ever  Semipalmated  Plovers  at  St. 
Paul  27  Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour);  a rare  fall  Terek 
Sandpiper  with  an  even  rarer  Bering  Sea  Surf- 
bird  at  St.  Paul  I.  15  & 22  Aug  (St.  Paul  Tour, 
ph.  SS);  a Little  Stint  from  St.  Paul  3-9  Sep  (St. 
Paul  Tour,  ph.  SS),  where  nearly  annual  in  fall; 


up  to  7 ad.  Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers  in  the  sea- 
son’s 140+  at  St.  Paul  1.,  a great  haul  for  the 
season;  and  Gambell’s  3rd  fall  Common  Snipe 
3 Sep  (PEL,  AL).  While  birding  in  poor  weath- 
er, St.  Paul  observers  found  a very  large  snipe 
along  the  road  there  10  Sep,  which  they  iden- 
tified as  a Solitary  Snipe  (St.  Paul  Tour,  ph.  SS 
ph.).  The  fair  photographs  are  still  being  re- 


The  northeastern  Asian  subspecies  of  Mew  Gull,  sometimes  called  Kamchatka  Gull  (Larus 
canm  kamtschatxhemis),  is  a scarce  visitor  to  Alaska.  This  second-cycle  bird  (at  left,  with 
two  American  Mew  Gulls,  subspecies  brachyrhynchus,  on  the  right)  was  first  found  on 
Juneau's  Mendenhall  Wetlands  in  late  July  2998  (here  8 September)  and  represents  the  first 
record  for  Southeast  Alaska.  This  subspecies  is  distinctly  larger  than  American  Mew  Gulls, 
with  greater  bulk,  longer  legs,  heavier  bill,  and  also  shows  darker  gray  upperparts.  The  fine, 
sharply  demarcated  brown  shading  on  the  head,  neck,  and  chest  are  unlike  the  North  Amer- 
ican subspecies  and  more  reminiscent  of  Ring-billed  Gull.  Photograph  by  Paul  M.  Suchanek. 
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These  prenile  and  adult  Caspian  Terns  were  photographed  14  August  2008  at  Gustavus,  Alaska,  where  numbers  have  been 
increasing  over  the  past  few  years  during  the  month  of  August.  Photograph  by  Mat  K.  DrumheHer. 


viewed  but  may  prove  adequate  for  substanti- 
ating Alaska’s  first  record. 

Fall  storms  always  seem  to  scatter  gulls 
across  the  periphery,  with  this  year’s  highlights 
focused  at  the  usual  coastal  spots,  including 
10+  Sabine’s  Gulls  around  the  Homer  Spit  13 
Aug  (AL,  D'WS),  where  singles  are  occasional; 
a second-cycle  Black-tailed  Gull  in  the  Bering 
Sea  at  St.  Paul  I.  4 Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour,  ph.  SS), 
which  constituted  a 2nd  Pribilofs  record;  a 
kamtschatschensis  Mew  Gull  photographed  at 
Juneau  from  late  Jul-15  Sep  (RJG,  ph.  PMS), 
the  first  Southeast  record  for  Asian  subspecies; 
and  up  to  4 ad.  Slaty-backed  Gulls  around  Ko- 
diak 15  Sep-20  Oct  ObA,  ph.  RAM).  A late 
shipboard  survey  in  the  ne.  Bering  Sea  pro- 
duced 20  Ross’s  Gulls  on  transects  between 
Icy  Cape  and  Nome  10-19  Nov  (AL),  all  pre- 
sumably associated  with  new  sea  ice  or  the 
leading  edge  of  the  winter’s  ice  advance.  An 
ad.  Ring-billed  Gull  at  Kodiak  16-20  Sep  (ph. 
RAM)  was  the  only  one  from  South-coastal 
Alaska  this  fall,  while  a third-cycle  gull  at 
Ketchikan  19  Sep  (SCH)  was  judged  to  be  a 
pure  Western  Gull.  Westerns,  and  Glaucous- 
winged Gull  X Western  Gull  hybrids,  are  near- 
ly annual  in  s.  Southeast  mostly  in  the 
Ketchikan  area.  Glaucous  Gulls  made  a strong 
and  early  showing  in  Southeast,  with  birds  re- 
ported frlom  Juneau  19  Aug  (PMS),  Sitka  16 
Sep  and  25  Nov  (MLW,  MET),  and  Ketchikan, 
where  up  to  6 were  noted  25  Sep-16  Nov 
(AWP,  SCH).  As  has  been  the  case  in  recent 
falls,  Caspian  Terns  surfaced  in  good  numbers 
in  the  Gustavus/Glacier  Bay  area  in  Aug,  with 
this  year’s  maximum  count  of  16  ads.  and  8 
juvs.  from  19  Aug  (ph.  NKD). 

N.  Bering  Sea  alcids  made  news  this  season, 
highlighted  by  up  5 Kittlitz’s  Murrelets  31 
Aug-18  Sep  (Wings,  Inc.;  Wilderness  Tours); 
an  unusually  strong  season  showing  of  An- 
cient Murrelets,  with  birds  seen  on  13  dates 
including  high  tallies  of  21  on  10  Sep  and  127 
on  14  Sep  (PEL);  and  a new  northernmost 
Bering  Sea  record  of  Rhinoceros  Auklet  28 
Aug,  all  from  the  Point  at  Gambell  (tPEL). 


All  three  species  are  rare  at  best  in  the  n.  half 
of  the  Bering  Sea  as  fall  dispersants.  A Para- 
keet Auklet  observed  in  Cross  Sound  5 Aug 
(MWS,  PMS)  was  one  of  very  few  Southeast 
records  away  from  the  three  large  seabird 
colonies  on  the  outer  Southeast  coast. 

Although  regular  visitors  in  summer.  Band- 
tailed Pigeons  typically  exit  Southeast  breed- 
ing sites  in  Aug,  so  an  imm.  at  a Ketchikan 
feeder  25  Sep  was  getting  tardy,  and  another 
at  the  same  feeder  15  Oct  was  the  latest  local 
record  (ph.  IF,  CAE,  ph.  KD).  Eight  Mourning 
Dove  reports  (m.ob.)  in  Southeast  between  12 
Sep  and  4 Nov  from  six  localities  was  a fairly 
typical  showing  for  this  rare  annual  fall  mi- 
grant. Southeast  birders 
produced  the  season’s  in- 
teresting owl  reports,  al- 
though the  Boreal  Owl  in 
Ketchikan  8 Nov  (CT 
ph.),  a 3rd  local  record, 
was  the  only  real  notable 
find.  A hepatic-morph 
Common  Cuckoo  pho- 
tographed at  a remote 
North  Slope  homestead 
9-11  Sep  (ph.  DH,  JH) 
was  a first  for  Northern 
Alaska  and  the  Region’s 
first  Cuculus  confirmed  to 
species  from  the  few  pre- 
vious fall  sightings.  There 
are  only  a few  Mainland 
records  of  Cuculus  cuck- 
oos, mostly  from  Jun. 

Common  Nighthawk  is  a rare  fall  visitor  to 
mainland  Southeast,  where  single  birds 
showed  up  this  fall  at  Juneau:  one  in  the 
alpine  20  Aug  (PMS),  and  another  in  the 
Mendenhall  Valley  3 Sep  (GB). 

FLYCATCHERS 
THROUGH  WARBLERS 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  at  Sitka  29-30  Sep 
(W,  ph.  MRG)  provided  one  of  Alaska’s  latest 
fall  records.  Also  very  late  and  new  for  the 


outer  Southeast  coast  at  Sitka  was  a Western 
Wood-Pewee  28-29  Sep  CW,  ph.  MRG).  Two 
intriguing  Sep  Empidonax  were  late  and  no- 
table as  offshore  extralimitals.  One  that  led 
observers  around  the  Gambell  middens  6 Sep 
showed  most  characters  of  a fresh  Willow  Fly- 
catcher, especially  the  lack  of  eye-ring,  al- 
though photographs  were  inconclusive  (ph. 

AL,  Wilderness  Tours,  GB,  ph.  AS,  tPEL). 
With  no  Bering  Sea  documented  Alder  or  Wil- 
low record,  and  given  the  absence  of  heard 
calls  or  a specimen,  it  is  probably  best  to  con-  r 
sign  this  record  to  AlderAVillow  Flycatcher. 
Another  AlderAVillow  came  aboard  a ship  I 
some  224  km  offshore  in  the  North  Gulf  16 
Sep  (BB).  Observers  at  a North  Slope  site  pho-  [ 
tographed  yet  another  Empidonax,  which  most 
resembled  a worn  ad.  Alder  Flycatcher  9 Sep  j 
(ph.  JH);  there  is  at  least  one  prior  report  from  'j 
this  area,  also  in  fall.  A bird  described  as  a ’] 
“Hammond’s-like”  Flycatcher  4 Oct  (RJG)  in  ' 
Juneau  was  one  of  very  few  Oct  Empidonax  E 
records  for  the  state.  Notable  offshore  in  the  I 
North  Gulf,  where  there  are  only  scattered  I 
records,  was  a Say’s  Phoebe  described  from 
Shangin  Bay,  Shuyak  I.  16  Aug  (SP,  LT),  a 2nd 
record  for  the  Kodiak  islands  group.  Getting 
late  and  away  from  the  pattern  of  usual  fall  re- 
ports from  late  Aug-early  Sep  was  an  Eastern 
Kingbird  at  Bartlett  Cove  in  Glacier  Bay  N.M.  i 


21  Sep  (EM,  ph.  NKD),  a 4th  local  record. 

Another  Brown  Shrike  reached  Gambell  2-4 
Sep  (vt.  PEL,  Wilderness  Tours  et  al).  This  juv. 
furnished  the  2nd  St.  Lavwence  I.  fall  report  in 
as  many  years.  Bering  Sea  Warbling  Vireos  con- 
tinued a string  of  fall  reports,  probably  because 
of  increased  coverage.  Singles  were  described  at 
Gambell  29  Aug  (Wings,  Inc.)  and  at  St.  Paul  I. 
18  Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour).  There  are  now  five  fall 
records  from  Gambell  and  two  from  the  Pri- 
bilofs. Following  a northward  expansion  in  the 


This  Swamp  Sparrow  was  photographed  near  Ketchikan,  Alaska  IS  November  2008.  It  is 
unusual  to  see  Swamp  Sparrows  in  Alaska  in  the  open  long  enough  to  get  a good  photo- 
graph. The  species  is  casual  in  the  state,  mostly  in  fail,  and  most  records  come  from  the 
Ketchikan  area.  Photograph  byJ.  H.  Lewis. 
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1980s  and  1990s,  Steller’s  Jays  continue  to 
wander  in  fall  n.  of  Upper  Cook  Inlet,  occa- 
sionally to  Talkeetna  on  the  s.  flank  of  the  Alas- 
ka Range,  where  one  this  fall  that  lingered  un- 
til 24  Nov  (CM)  was  the  latest  ever  there.  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches  showed  some  sign  of  a fall 
push,  with  above-average  numbers  in  South- 
east at  least,  where  they  were  described  as  com- 
mon or  abundant  from  Gustavus  (NKD)  to  Sit- 
ka (MRG)  and  numbers  were  above  average  at 
Ketchikan  (AWE  SCL,  JHL).  A single  Red- 
breasted again  ventured  offshore  to  Gambell  1 1 
Sep  (vt.  PEL,  ph.  AS),  for  the  11th  fall  record 
from  St.  Lawrence  1.  Rare  offshore  in  the  Bering 
Sea,  6 Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  arrived  very  ear- 
ly at  St.  Paul  6 Aug  (St.  Paul  Tour),  while  up  to 
4 was  peak  in  the  Kodiak  area  1 & 5 Nov 
(RAM,  AL),  where  they  remain  rare.  For  the 
3rd  time,  Willow  Warblers  were  documented 
in  the  Gambell  middens,  with  singles  on  26 
Aug  and  3 Sep  (vt.,  tPEL;  Wilderness  Tours  et 
al);  there  are  now  seven  Alaska  records  of  this 
drab  Phylloscopus.  The  Pribilofs’  2nd  Dusky 
Warbler  appeared  at  St.  Paul  I.  10-13  Sep  (St. 
Paul  Tour),  and  there  was  a bumper  crop  at 
Gambell,  with  5 noted  between  3 & 12  Sep 
(Wilderness  Tours;  Wings,  Inc.).  This  year’s  tal- 
ly trumps  the  2002  and  2007  fall  peaks  of  4 
birds.  Arctic  Warbler  reports  were  normal,  save 
for  the  single  captured  15  Aug  in  the  A.B.O. 
nets  in  Fairbanks  (fide  ND),  where  there  are  a 
handful  of  similar  fall  reports. 

The  season’s  only  Siberian  Ruby  throat  was 
getting  late  especially  for  so  far  north  at  Gam- 
bell 8 Oct  (ph.  HI,  ph.  GK),  a 3rd  St.  Lawrence 
1.  fall  record.  Gambell  observers  identified  an- 
other Stonechat  on  the  rocky  hillside  5 Sep 
(ph.  AL,  Wilderness  Tours,  Wings,  Inc.,  ph. 
AS),  the  2nd  substantiated  for  St.  Lawrence  I. 
in  fall.  Given  that  Mountain  Bluebirds  went 
unreported  in  Southeast  this  season,  it  was 
even  more  interesting  that  one  was  located 
just  s.  of  Anchorage  22  Nov  (ph.  NR)  at  the 
same  area  and  time  of  the  Anchorage  area’s 
only  previous  report.  Extraordinary 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  included  4 around 
Juneau  30  Aug-10  Nov  (RJG),  where  they  are 
rare,  and  a very  late  bird  at  Chena  Ridge  near 
Fairbanks  9-24  Nov  (SZ,  fide  ND).  Interesting 
Bering  Sea  Catharus  thrash  reports  included  a 
record  count  of  18  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes 
that  arrived  at  once  at  St.  Paul  I.  2 Sep  (St. 
Paul  Tour)  and  3 Swainson’s  Thrushes,  also  at 
St.  Paul,  23  Aug  and  3 & 18-21  Sep  (St.  Paul 
Tour) — there  are  only  two  previous  Pribilof 
records  of  Swainson’s.  Lehman  considered  the 
season’s  13  Gray-cheekeds  at  Gambell  to  be 
close  to  or  slightly  above  his  running  fall  av- 
erage. Only  one  Siberian  Accentor  report  came 
in,  again  from  Gambell,  where  one  was  docu- 
mented 15  Sep  (Wilderness  Tours,  ph.  AS;  vt., 
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One  of  three  individuals  that  found  a Ketchikan  feeder  25  October 
2008,  this  classic  male  House  Sparrow  and  companions  marked 
Southeast  Alaska's  seventh  record.  Photograph  by  Steven  C Heinl 


tPEL),  which  now  makes  14  individuals 
and  13  fall  records  at  St.  Lawrence  I. 
What  was  described  as  an  ad.  Eastern 
Yellow  Wagtail  in  Juneau’s  Mendenhall 
Wetlands  11-24  Nov  (tRJG,  MWS,  GBX 
PMS,  PAR)  was  only  the  3rd  ever  from 
Southeast  and  the  state’s  first  beyond  late 
Oct.  Pechora  Pipits  continue  to  be 
found  in  fall  on  the  Bering  Sea  islands, 
with  singles  located  at  Gambell  5 Sep 
(Wings,  Inc.,  Wilderness  Tours),  where 
there  are  now  reports  from  the  past  six 
years,  and  at  St.  Paul  20-23  Sep  (St.  Paul 
Tour),  the  Pribilofs’  2nd  report  ever. 
Red-throated  Pipits  made  an  unprece- 
dented showing  on  the  North  Gulf  of 
Alaska,  especially  from  Southeast,  with 
birds  found  in  Juneau  (an  ad.  16-17  Sep; 
MWS,  tRJG),  Gustavus  (2  noted  24  Sep 
and  then  one  25  & 30  Sep  and  20  Oct; 
ph.  NKD),  Bartlett  Cove  (2  birds  on  11 
Oct;  ph.  NKD),  and  on  the  outer  coast  at 
Prince  of  Wales  I.  (one  bird  7-8  Oct; 

AWP,  ph.  SCH).  There  were  only  three 
prior  records  for  Southeast.  Another  fly- 
over Red-throated  Pipit  was  heard  in  an  An- 
chorage neighborhood  30  Aug  (TGT),  for  a 
first  ever  in  Upper  Cook  Inlet. 

A bright  Tennessee  Warbler  was  picked  out 
of  fallout  in  Anchorage  neighborhoods  23  Sep 
(TGT,  ph.  GHR)  for  one  of  very  few  fall 
records  in  South-coastal  Alaska.  Steady  mild 
conditions  produced  one  of  the  Region’s  best 
crops  of  late  warbler  reports  this  season,  most 
from  North  Gulf  Coast  communities.  Late  Or- 
ange-crowned Warblers  included  at  least  one 
in  Kodiak  16-30  Nov  (ph.  RAM),  singles  in 
Anchorage  22  & 29  Nov  (WK,  TGT,  SW),  and 
2 in  Ketchikan  28  Nov  (SCH).  One  and  then  2 
Yellow  Warblers  were  this  season’s  latest  from 
Juneau  20  & 21  Oct  (MWS,  PMS).  An  ad.  male 
Magnolia  Warbler  in  Juneau  27  Aug  (RJG)  was 
the  only  one  reported  for  the  season.  Notably 
late  for  Fairbanks  was  a Yellow-rumped  War- 
bler at  a Fairbanks  feeder  25  Oct,  followed  by 
2 at  the  same  site  through  27  Oct  QD-  EC), 
while  singles  in  Ketchikan  25,  26,  & 29  Nov 
(AWP,  SCH)  were  more  expected  there.  Other 
late  warblers  included  2 imm.  Townsend’s 
Warblers  in  Kodiak  15-22  Nov  (ph.  RAM);  a 
rare  offshore  Blackpoll  Warbler  also  at  Kodiak 
on  1 Nov  (AL,  ph.  RAM),  only  the  2nd  ever 
there;  5 Wilson’s  in  Kodiak  thickets  2-30  Nov 
(RAM,  AL  et  al.);  and  unprecedented  small 
numbers  reported  throughout  Southeast  dur- 
ing Nov,  with  at  least  a dozen  found  at 
Ketchikan,  where  there  were  only  three  prior 
Nov  records  (AWP,  SCH).  A Wilson’s  at 
Ketchikan  through  30  Nov  (JFK)  was  extreme- 
ly late.  An  imm.  Common  Yellowthroat  at 
Ketchikan  26  Oct  (SCH)  may  be  the  state’s  lat- 


est ever.  Offshore  in  the  Bering  Sea,  warbler  re- 
ports at  Gambell  were  limited  to  a single  Wil- 
son’s 31  Aug  (Wings,  Inc.),  where  there  are 
more  typically  a handful  of  sightings  in  fall.  In 
contrast,  St.  Paul  I.  produced  five  species  of 
parulids,  highlighted  by  5 Yellows  18  Sep,  10 
Wilson’s  on  8 Sep,  and  one  Townsend’s  from  24 
Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour,  ph.  SS). 

TANAGERS THROUGH 
HOUSE  SPARROW 

of  the  season’s  three  Western  Tanager  ac- 
counts, one  described  in  Cordova  22  Sep  (DL, 
TL,  SM,  fide  AL)  was  most  significant  away 
from  Southeast  and  one  of  few  South-coastal 
records  in  fall.  As  usual,  emberizids  comprised 
a good  share  of  this  fall’s  highlights.  A Spotted 
Towhee  first  located  at  a Juneau  area  feeder  11 
Nov  was  seen  intermittently  into  Dec  (tBW, 
fide  SCH,  AWP).  Remarkably,  all  but  two  of 
Alaska’s  nine  towhee  reports  came  from  Juneau 
feeders.  Away  from  usual  sites,  American  Tree 
Sparrow  reports  were  strong  from  Southeast, 
with  ones  and  twos  in  Juneau  through  26  Oct 
(PMS)  and  a flock  of  5 in  Ketchikan  4 Nov 
(AWP,  SCH),  which  constituted  a new  local 
high  count.  A single  Chipping  Sparrow  drifted 
offshore  to  St.  Paul  I.  11  Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour), 
the  Pribilofs’  4th  record,  while  singles  were  de- 
scribed from  three  Southeast  sites,  with  the  lat- 
est one  in  Ketchikan  2-7  Nov  (AWP,  SCH).  Re- 
ports of  Red  Fox  Sparrow  (subspecies  zaboria) 
outside  their  Interior  range  were  about  nor- 
mal, with  3 offshore  at  Kodiak  including  one 
photographed  at  a feeder  17-30  Nov  (ph.  CH, 
fide  RAM)  and  4 in  Ketchikan  5 Nov+  (AWP, 
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SCH,  JHL,  ph.  KM),  where  they  are  casual.  An- 
other Red  Fox  Sparrow  report  came  in  from  St. 
Paul  I.,  where  2 hung  around  20-23  & 21  Sep 
(St.  Paul  Tour),  and  one  was  at  Gambell  (ear- 
ly) 30  Aug-1  Sep  (Wings,  Inc.,  vt.  PEL).  Arriv- 
ing winter  Fox  Sparrow  numbers  built  to  un- 
precedented early  peaks  in  downtown  Kodiak, 
with  easily  56  in  residence  at  just  three  feeders 

20  & 25  Nov  (RAM,  CH,  JP)  and  numerous 
others  scattered  in  thickets  along  the  road  sys- 
tem. Macintosh  indicated  these  were  his  high- 
est totals  in  his  36  winter  seasons  at  Kodiak. 
Fourteen  Lincolns  Sparrows  around  Kodiak 

21  Nov  (RAM)  was  the  season’s  best  late  count. 
Also  late  for  the  Interior  was  a single  at  a 
Chena  Ridge  feeder  near  Fairbanks  through  30 
Oct  (SZ,  fide  ND).  Still  casual  in  the  Region, 
with  mostly  fall  records  in  Southeast,  this  fall’s 
Swamp  Sparrow  reports  included  singles  in 
Juneau  28-29  Oct  (PMS,  RJG)  and  in 
Ketchikan  20  Oct-30  Nov  (AWP,  SCH,  ph. 
JHL),  the  location  of  the  majority  of  Alaska’s 
records.  Eleven  White-throated  Sparrows  scat- 
tered around  Southeast  towns  early  Oct-27 
Nov  (m.ob.)  was  an  above-average  season 
maximum.  Three  Harris’s  Sparrows,  casual  fall 
visitors  out  of  w.  Canada,  was  more  than  usu- 
al, including  one  in  Ketchikan  1-4  Oct  QFK) 
and  2 in  Juneau  7 Oct  (ph.  MWS).  Two  Dark- 
eyed Juncos  reached  offshore  in  the  Bering  Sea 
to  Gambell  5-9  Sep  and  29  Oct  (vt.  PEL, 
Wilderness  Tours,  Wings,  Inc.,  ph.  HI),  bring- 
ing to  12  the  number  of  fall  records  for  St. 
Lawrence  Island.  Strong  numbers  of  Dark-eyed 
Juncos  were  otherwise  noted  from  most  North 
Gulf  Coast  towns  into  late  Nov.  Another 
Smith’s  Longspur  made  news  again  in  Juneau 
24  Aug  (PMS,  BAA,  ph.  PAR  et  al),  marking 
only  the  4th  record  from  Southeast. 

The  first  Rusty  Blackbird  for  the  Pribilof  Is. 
in  over  a decade  involved  a bird  at  St.  Paul 
photographed  27  Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour,  ph.  SS), 
the  season’s  only  notable  extralimital.  Even 
more  significant  and  casual  in  the  Bering  Sea 
was  the  Pribilofs’  first  Brown-headed  Cowbird, 
at  St.  Paul  the  same  day  (St.  Paul  Tour).  Cow- 
birds  were  also  well  represented  in  Southeast, 
with  at  least  3 around  Ketchikan  28  Aug-15 
Sep  (AWP,  ph.  SCH)  and  4 in  Juneau  27  Aug 
(RJG,  PAR).  A Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch  at 
Gambell  25-26  Oct  (ph.  HI,  ph.  GK),  the  first 
recorded  in  fall  on  St.  Lawrence  1.,  was  nicely 
documented  and  late  for  the  Region’s  nw.  sec- 
tion; the  island  has  one  prior  spring  sight 
record.  Extralimital  and  rare  for  South-coastal 
Alaska  was  a female-plumaged  Purple  Finch  at 
a productive  Homer  area  feeder  9 Nov  (MK), 
while  at  least  4 others  found  at  Ketchikan  area 
feeders  for  most  of  Nov,  3 of  which  lingered 
into  Dec  (KMR,  KEM,  ph.  SCH,  AWP).  More 
surprising  was  a crisp  male  Purple  Finch  that 


showed  up  at  a remote  e.  North  Slope  feeder 
30  Sep-6  Oct  (]H  ph.),  a first  for  Northern 
Alaska.  Overdue  for  Southeast,  Cassin’s  Finch  j 
was  finally  documented  at  a feeder  s.  of  1 
Ketchikan  19-26  Oct  (LK,  ph.  SCH,  ph.  AWP). 
There  are  now  four  substantiated  Alaska 
records  of  this  species,  which  normally  ranges 
n.  only  into  se.  British  Columbia.  Like  most 
previous  fall  records,  another  female  Evening 
Grosbeak  was  calling  and  seen  briefly  in  flight 
at  Ketchikan  7 Nov  (SCH).  This  nomadic 
fringillid  remains  casual,  documented  mostly 
from  late  fall  reports.  Three  House  Sparrows  at  ' 
Ketchikan  feeder  25  Oct  (ph.  SCH)  provided  a 
6th  local  record  and  the  7th  for  Southeast  Alas- 
ka, most  of  which  have  been  in  Oct. 

Contributors  (subregional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): B.  A.  Alger,].  B.  Allen,  R.  Armstrong,].  j 
Bailey,  G.  Baluss,  B.  Renter,  S.  Berns,  J.  Boels-  i 
ma,  I.  Bruce,  G.  V.  Byrd,  M.  Cady,  B.  L.  Carl-  ) 
son,  E.  Clark,  C.  Corin,  N.  Cowles,  L.  Craig,  i|| 
K.  Davidson,  J.  Dearborn,  D.  E Delap,  B.  H.  jl 
Demerjian,  L.  Devaney,  N.  DeWitt  (Interior), 

J.  DeWitt,  B.  Dittrick,  W.  E.  Donaldson,  N.  K.  j 
Drumheller,  S.  DuBois,  N.  Eagleson,  L.  Edfelt,  | 
P.  Eldridge,  D.  Erikson,  T.  Eskelin,  T.  Evans,  j 
D.  Fox,  P.&  C.  Fritz,  C.  A.  & 1.  Fultz,  F Glass,  | 

D.  D.  Gibson,  R.  E.  Gill,  M.  R.  Goff,  S.  Golod- 
off,  R.  J.  Gordon,  T.  L.  Goucher,  M.  C.  Harris,  i 

K.  Hart,  C.  Harwood,  N.  Haydukovich,  S.  C.  I 
Heinl  (Southeast),  D.  Helmericks,  J.W.  Helm-  | 
ericks  C.  Hetman,  E&  T.  Hunt,].  Huntington,  I 
H.  Irrigoo,J.  Johnson,  W.  Keys,  M.  Kilcher,  J.  j 
F.  Koerner,  G.  Koonooka,  A.  Lang,  P.  E. 
Lehman,  J.  Levison,  J.  H.  Levds,  D.  Lloyd,  R. 

E.  Lowell,  M.  & R.  A.  Macintosh,  H.  MacKen-  I 
zie,  D.  MacPhail,  C.  Mannix,  C.  McIntyre,  K. 
Mix,  N.  Mollett,  E.  Mount,  L.  j.  Oakley,  B.  B. 
Paige,  B.  Pawuk,  B.  Peluso,  S.  Peschier,  S.  Pe- 
terson, A.  W.  Piston  (Southeast),].  Pontii,  B. 
Porter,  D.  & S.  Porter,  P.  Pourchot,  D.  Prentki, 

J.  Puschock,  K.  M.  Ripley,  P.  Rose,  G.  H.  ! 
Rosenberg,  C.  Ross,  N.  Rothman,  D.  Rudis,  K.  j 
Russell,  J.  E Sauer,  L.  Scharf,  R.  L.  Scher,  S.  j 
Schuette,  M.  W.  Schwan,  M.  T.  Schwitters,  D., 

E,  & S.  Senner,  D.  Shaw,  G.  Smith,  D.  W.  Son-  : 
neborn,  K.  Stenek,  St.  Paul  Tour  (G.  Bieber,  S. 
Schuette,  Dylan  Radin),  S.  Studebaker,  P.  M.  j' 
Suchanek,  A.  Swingley,  G.  Tans,  M.  E.  Tedin,  jj 
C.  Tessaglia-Hymes,  C.  Thompson,  T.  G.  To-  j' 
bish,  L.  Turacek,  W.  Tweit,  T.  S.  Tynes,  S.  Ul-  | 
man,  G.  B.  Van  Vliet,  E Vanselow,  V.  Vosburg, 

M.  L.  Ward,  Wilderness  Tours  (Wilderness 
Tours  Birding  Adventures;  B.  Dittrick,  J.  Hunt- 
ington, A.  Lang  et  al),  R.  Winckler,  Wings,  i 
Inc.(R  E.  Lehman,  G.  Bieber  et  al),  S.  Waltz,  J.  ^ 
Wise,  B.  Wright,  K.  Zervos,  S.  Zimmerman.  O ] 


Thide  Tobish,  2510  Foraker  Drive 

Anchorage,  Alaska  99517,  (tgt(a)alaska.net)  ! 
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It’s  hard  to  imagine  how  future  autumn  sea- 
sons might  surpass  this  one  in  terms  of 
mega-rare  discoveries.  Like  1974  in  Cali- 
fornia, 2008  may  serve  as  this  Region’s  endur- 
ing fall  benchmark.  The  season’s  six  Regional 
firsts  nearly  matches  the  output — seven  new 
birds  for  the  Region — of  the  past  hve  autumn 
seasons  combined.  These  included  two  species 
from  the  Southern  Hemisphere,  and  two  more 
unlikely  to  appear  on  anyone’s  short  list  of 
“what’s  next?”  An  invasion  of  sorts  from  the 
desert  Southwest — The  Cactus  Express — de- 
livered to  our  Region  several  species  and  sub- 
species previously  unknown,  or  nearly  so,  in 
the  Pacihc  Northwest.  These  events  have  re- 
shaped our  notion  of  what  is  possible.  The  Re- 
gion’s roster  of  pelagic  species  continues  to 
grow,  with  two  additions  this  fall.  However, 
concerns  persist  about  declining  numbers  of 
the  more  expected  marine  birds.  For  the  sec- 
ond consecutive  fall,  inshore  flights  of  some 
tubenoses  were,  for  reasons  unknown,  far  su- 
perior to  offshore  counts.  Exceptional  cover- 
age of  eastside  vagrant  traps  included  one  for- 
mer Regional  Editor  taking  up  residence  at 
Malheur  15  September-9  October.  In  addition 
to  producing  some  major  rarities,  these  efforts 
boosted  the  detections  of  expected  vagrants. 
Impressive  tallies  of  Chestnut-sided,  Magnolia, 
Black-throated  Blue,  and  Blackpoll  Warblers 
were  all  at  least  double  the  norm.  This  season’s 
particularly  colorful  quilt  reminds  us  to  ac- 
1 knowledge  the  ever-increasing  pool  of  talented 
and  dedicated  observers  who  supply  us  with 
reports,  for  without  their  efforts  meaningful 
I commentary  would  be  nearly  impossible. 

Abbreviations:  Ankeny  (Ankeny  N.W.R., 
Marion);  F.R.R.  (Fern  Ridge  Reservoir 
W.M.A.,  Lane);  Finley  (Finley  N.W.R., 


Benton);  Nisqually  (Nisqually  N.W.R., 
Thurston);  N.S.C.B.  (North  Spit  Coos  Bay, 
Coos);  O.S.  (Ocean  Shores,  Grays  Harbor); 
P.N.E  (Point  No  Point,  Kitsap);  ES.B.  (Port 
Susan  Bay,  Snohomish);  ET.  (Puget  Trough); 
Ridgefield  (Ridgefleld  N.W.R.  Clark);  S.J.C.R. 
(South  Jetty,  Columbia  R.,  Clatsop);  W.V 
(Willamette  Valley);  W.W.R.D.  (Walla  Walla 
River  Delta,  Walla  Walla);  “eastside”  and 
“westside”  refer  to  areas  e.  and  w.  of  the  Cas- 
cade Crest,  respectively. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

A major  push  of  Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
during  the  first  week  of  Oct  coincided  with 
the  season’s  first  significant  low-pressure  sys- 
tem, which  grounded  many  flocks  and  in- 
creased detection  of  low-flying  migrants; 
1500+  passed  over  Portland  during  a 15- 
minute  period  7 Oct  (G.  Neavoll).  Lone  imm. 
Emperor  Geese  at  Hillsboro  14  Oct+  (GGi  et 
al.)  and  Corvallis  23  Oct  0-  Simmons)  were 
in  the  W.V,  where  not  annual.  Single  Snow 
Geese  near  Bay  Center,  Pacific  (CW)  and 
Burlington,  Skagit  (RT),  both  24  Aug,  were 
more  than  a month  early.  Blue  Geese  again 
joined  the  s.  Skagit/n.  Snohomish  Snow  Goose 
flock,  with  6 noted  11  Oct-9  Nov  (SM).  A 
banded  ad.  Snow  Goose  originating  from 
Banks  L,  Canada  graced  Fir  L,  Skagit  8 Nov 
(M.  Axelson);  some  Snows  from  both  Banks  1. 
and  Siberia’s  Wrangel  1.  winter  in  California’s 
Central  Valley.  (As  nearly  all  the  Wrangel 
birds  pass  through  w.  Wash- 
ington and  w.  British  Co- 
lumbia, it  is  thought  that 
Blue  Geese  first  arrived  on 
Wrangel  after  pairing  with 
Snow  Geese  in  the  Central 
Valley,  and  then  migrating 
to  Wrangel  to  breed.  One  is 
left  to  wonder  if  this  Banks 
1.  Snow  Goose  is  paired  with 
a Wrangel  native  and  now 
part  of  the  “Wrangel  popu- 
lation” rather  than  a direct 
vagrant.)  Eight  stray  Ross’s 
Geese  were  detected  31 
Oct-22  Nov,  including  4 in 
e.  Washington  and  2 in 
Crook  2 Nov  (CG);  westside  singles  visited 
Finley  9 Nov  (L  Millbank)  and  Sauvie  I.  22 
Nov  (B.  Sundstrom).  Single  minima  and  tav- 
erneri  Cackling  Geese  at  O.S.  7 Aug  (CW) 
had  probably  summered  locally;  migrants 
typically  arrive  in  late  Sep.  Four  minima  were 
near  Potholes  Res.  26  Oct  (SM,  BW);  this  tax- 
on is  now  found  annually  in  e.  Washington. 
Black  Brant  rarely  wander  far  from  salt  water, 
and  most  inland  reports  involve  singles  Oct 
and  later;  a flock  of  12  at  Ridgefield  21  Sep  (R. 


Windemuth)  was  thus  most  surprising.  Single 
Brant  were  at  Kent,  King  18  Oct  (CW),  at 
Ridgefield  7 Nov  (BF),  and  at  Marymoor,  King 
26  Nov  (B.  Bell).  For  the  2nd  consecutive 
year,  an  exotic  Red-breasted  Goose  turned  up 
in  the  n.  W.V;  one  was  at  Fernhill  Wetlands, 
Washington  26  Oct  (HN). 

An  ailing  Tundra  Swan  frequented  FR.R.  27 
Aug+  before  succumbing  17  Sep  (LM,  DF). 
Three  westside  Tundras,  2 in  Oregon  and  one 
in  Washington  20  Sep-8  Oct  (TA),  were  about 
a month  early.  Single  Bewick’s  Swans  at 
Chickahominy  Res.,  Harney  26  Oct  (ph.  SDn) 
and  Ridgefield  1 Nov  (ph.  C.  Ledford)  are  the 
Region’s  first  during  the  fall  season;  the  20+ 
antecedent  records  have  occurred  9 Dec+.  A 
Eurasian  Wigeon  at  ES.B.  14  Sep  (SM,  DI)  was 
the  earliest  report  by  three  weeks.  A goodly  5 
Eurasians  were  in  e.  Washington,  matching 
last  fall’s  tally,  which  was  the  best  since  2003. 
An  American  Black  Duck  was  noted  again  at 
Juanita,  King  3 Aug-18  Oct  (RM).  We’ve 
learned  that  a waterfowl  breeder  in  Wood- 
inville.  King  has  had  up  to  20  free-flying  Amer- 
ican Black  Ducks  in  his  collection  during  the 
past  five  years,  half  of  which  have  disappeared. 
It  is  quite  possible  that  the  Juanita  bird  origi- 
nated from  this  collection.  A Blue-winged  Teal 
X Northern  Shoveler  at  Ridgefield  29  Nov  + 
(ph.  SC)  is  the  first  report  of  this  rare  hybrid 
for  Washington.  The  season’s  only  Eurasian 
Teal  was  at  Fernhill  Wetlands,  Washington  26 
Oct  (LN,  C.  Warren).  A tally  of  15,000  Green- 


winged Teals  at  Lummi  Bay  29  Nov  matched 
the  Washington  record  (SM,  RM). 

This  season’s  Tufted  Duck  stopped  at  Philo- 
math 8 Nov  (WDR).  Three  fuzzy  juv.  Buffle- 
heads  at  Migraine  L.,  Grant  4 Aug  were  well  s. 
of  known  e.  Washington  breeding  sites.  (One 
wonders  if  the  local  Wood  Duck  nest  box  pro- 
gram contributed  to  this  rare  nesting  record  or 
if,  like  the  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  at  L.  Lenore, 
Buffleheads  are  cliff-nesting  in  rimrock  cavi- 
ties.) The  50,000  Surf  Scoters  that  passed  Boil- 


Oregon  finally  joined  the  list  of  Pacific  states  with  Greater  Shearwater  records  when 
this  bird  appeared  27  kilometers  off  Newport,  Lincoln  County  on  9 August  2008.  The 
Oregon  & Washington  region's  two  antecedent  records  are  both  from  Washington. 
Photograph  by  Dan  Barton. 
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Though  detected  annually  in  Washington  over  the  past  five  years,  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  had  been  found  just  once  in  Oregon — until  this  adult 
was  photographed  at  Newport  10  August  2008,  a state  second.  Photo- 
graph by  Glen  Lindeman. 


er  Bay  4-5  Nov  (PP)  marked  the  peak  south- 
bound flight.  Thirty-one  eastside  Surfs  12 
Oct-30  Nov  was  10  shy  of  recent  averages. 
Eastern  Washingtons  12  White-winged  Scot- 
ers included  2 at  Wenas  L.,  Yakima  15  Aug  (J. 
Kozma)  that  were  about  a month  early.  Three 
Harlequin  Ducks  at  Sprague  L.,  Adams  13  Oct 
(RH)  and  another  at  Blue  L.,  Grant  1 Nov  (T. 
O’Brien)  were  in  the  e.  Washington  lowlands, 
where  not  annual  in  fall.  A measly  3 Long- 
tailed Ducks  were  detected  on  the  eastside', 
where  the  recent  norm  is  7-r;  one  on  Upper 
Klamath  L.  29  Nov  (D.  Haupt)  was  away  from 
the  favored  Mid-Columbia  Basin.  A Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  x Common  Goldeneye  was  at 
Blaine,  Whatcom  29  Nov  (ph.  SM,  RM);  this 
hybrid  is  now  detected  annually  in  the  Region. 
On  3 Nov,  a male  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  returned 
to  Astoria  for  its  8th  consecutive  winter.  An- 
other Barrow’s  graced  Tillamook  16  Nov 
(A&CH,  ES);  this  species  is  barely  annual 
along  the  Oregon  coast. 

Loon  flights  peaked  at  Boiler  Bay  during 
early  Nov  (PP);  6000  Red-throated  Loons 
passed  there  4 Nov  and  23,000  Pacihcs  were 
tallied  in  90  minutes  on  13  Nov.  Two  Yellow- 
billed Loons  at  Pt.  Wilson,  Jefferson  28  Oct-r 
(B.  Whitney)  and  another  at  P.N.P.  25  Nov-i- 
(VN)  comprised  a typical  fall  showing.  West- 
ern Washington’s  1 1 Clark’s  Grebes  was  above 
average.  Pour  at  Bainbridge  L,  Kitsap  15  Nov 
(BW,  GG)  were  noteworthy,  as  few  PT. 
records  have  involved  multiple  birds. 

Pourteen  offshore  trips  included  7 out  of 
Westport,  one  out  of  LaPush,  Clallam,  hve 
out  of  Newport,  and  one  out  of  Brookings. 
Half  of  these  trips  were  in  Aug.  As  noted  dur- 
ing summer,  low  counts  of  many  seabirds 
continued.  However,  there  were  rarities 
aplenty,  with  two  new  species  for  the  Region 
and  four  state  hrsts.  Regionally,  Black-footed 
Albatrosses  seem  to  be  in  slow  decline;  off- 
shore trips  averaged  fewer  than  40,  with  a 
high  count  of  94.  This  drop-off  may  be  con- 


nected to  reductions  in  offshore 
trawling  and  associated  discards. 
All  5 Laysan  Albatrosses  were  in 
Oregon  waters  12  Aug-29  Sep. 
Photographs  of  the  Region’s  first 
Wandering  Albatross,  off  Newport 
Sep  13  (ph.  GGi  et  ah),  depict  a fe- 
male of  the  Antipodean  population. 
Some  authors  treat  the  taxa  of  Wan- 
dering  Albatross  as  separate 
species,  with  this  taxon  referred  to 
as  Antipodean  Albatross  (Diomedea 
antipodensis) . The  American  Or- 
nithologists’ Union’s  Check-list 
Committee  has  not  voted  on  this 
split.  The  only  prior  North  Ameri- 
can record  of  this  complex  involved 
one  onshore  at  Sea  Ranch,  Sonoma,  CA  11-12 
Jul  1967.  A well-described  Hawaiian  Petrel 
257  km  w.  of  Newport  7 Aug  (tM.  Force)  and 
another  photographed  off  Westport  27  Sep 
(BT  et  al.)  were  also  new  to  the  Region;  pho- 
tographs of  the  latter  bird  seem  to  eliminate 
Galapagos  Petrel  (see  Force,  M.  R,  S.  W. 
Webb,  and  S.  N.  G.  Howell.  2007.  Identihca- 
tion  at  sea  of  Hawaiian  and  Galapagos  Petrels. 
Western  Biids  38:  242-248).  Satellite  tracking 
has  shown  that  Hawaiian  Petrels  occasionally 
disperse  northward  to  51°  N in  the  cen.  Pa- 
cific Aug-Sep,  well  n.  of  these  reports.  The 
year-long  trend  of  below-average  Northern 
Fulmar  numbers  continued,  with  only  three 
counts  of  100+.  A tally  of  3500  Pink-footed 
Shearwaters  inshore  at  Boiler  Bay  4 Oct  (PP) 
is  utterly  unprecedented  and  even  more  sur- 
prising when  one  considers  that  Oregon’s 
Aug-Sep  pelagics  averaged  fewer  than 
100/trip.  This  marks  the  2nd  consecutive  Oct 
with  major  inshore  flights  of  Pink-footeds; 
Oct  2007  saw  several  counts  of  500-r.  A lowly 

4 Flesh-footed  Shearwaters  were  reported  all 
season.  Oregon’s  hrst  and  the  Region’s  3rd 
Greater  Shearwater  was  27  km  nw.  of  New- 
port 9 Aug  (GGi,  ph.  D.  Barton);  antecedent 
records  came  from  67  km  off  Grays  Harbor  24 
Aug  2002  and  off  Westport  10  Sep  2006.  Mir- 
roring Pink-footed  Shearwater,  Buller’s  Shear- 
waters were  scarce  offshore  Aug-Sep  (fewer 
than  20/trip),  but  50  counted  from  shore  at 
Coos  Bay  on  Oct  7 (JD)  was  exceptional  and 
perhaps  indicative  of  a later- than-normal  pas- 
sage. Sooty  Shearwater  numbers  were  low  all 
season,  with  no  reports  topping  5000  birds. 
As  is  typical,  3 of  the  season’s  4 Manx  Shear- 
waters were  observed  from  coastal  headlands 

5 Aug-7  Oct;  a single  off  Westport  5 Sep  fur- 
nished the  only  at-sea  sighting  (fide  BT).  A 
gathering  of  6000  Fork-tailed  Storm-Petrels  8 
km  off  Newport  10  Aug  (T.  Johnson)  makes  a 
Regional  record,  nearly  tripling  Washington’s 
all-time  high  count  (2400);  the  Region’s 


breeding  population  numbers  only  about 
4000  birds.  Three  Fork-taileds  were  inshore 
at  Boiler  Bay  4 Oct  (PP).  A Leach’s  Storm-Pe- 
trel off  P.N.P  27  Sep  (VN)  was  very  rare  in  the 
PT.,  where  most  prior  records  have  occurred 
mid-Oct-mid-Nov.  ' 

The  Region’s  6th  Brown  Booby  washed  : 
ashore  dead  at  Coos  Bay  27  Oct  (G.  Friedrich-  ' 
sen);  a live  bird  24  km  sw.  of  Depoe  Bay,  Lin- 
coln 3 Oct  1998  represents  the  only  previous 
Oregon  record.  Prior  to  1997,  a Blue-footed 
Booby  at  Everett  23  Sep  1935  was  the  Region’s 
lone  sulid  record.  Since  then,  nine  boobies  of 
three  species  have  reached  our  shores.  Ameri- 
can White  Pelicans  are  now  commonplace  in 
the  WV,  with  125+  reported  from  eight  lo- 
cales this  season;  these  included  daily  maxima  i 
of  54  at  FR.R.  27  Aug  (RR)  and  44  at  Sauvie  1.  ' 

21-24  Sep  (AF,  JG).  One  at  Bandon  1 Aug  (TR) 
and  2 at  Plat  Island  Res.,  Douglas  30  Oct-2 
Nov  (R.  Maertz)  were  less  expected.  Twenty- 
six  Brown  Pelicans  in  the  PT.  14  Aug-17  Nov 
was  about  thrice  the  norm  and  included  an  Jj 
amazing  20  over  West  Pt.,  King  18  Oct  (B.  J 
Dudley).  Eastern  Washington’s  5th  Brown  Pel-  '! 
ican  surely  puzzled  hawkwatchers  as  it  ■ 
cruised  over  Chelan  Ridge,  Chelan  17  Oct  (fide  I 
V Glick).  Coastal  pelican  numbers  remained  , 
extremely  high  through  the  season,  evidenced  | 
by  3686  passing  Lincoln  City,  Lincoln  16  Nov  i 
(PP).  An  unidentified  frigatebird  was  100  km  ' 
w.  of  Tillamook  8 Aug  (S.  & D.  Parsons).  f 
Once  again,  large  numbers  of  post-breed- 
ing Great  Blue  Herons  (258  on  11  Oct)  and 
Great  Egrets  (482  on  5 Oct)  gathered  at  Port- 
land’s Smith/Bybee  Lakes  Sep-Oct  (AF,  S. 
Nord).  An  imm.  Snowy  Egret  frequented 
FR.R.  21  Aug-5  Oct  QS,  m.ob.);  this  species 
is  now  nearly  annual  in  the  W.V,  where  for- 
merly extremely  rare.  Single  imm.  Little  Blue 
Herons  at  Smith/Bybee  Lakes.  1-3  Sep  (D.  & 

S.  McCarty,  JN,  ph.  SF)  and  Neskowin, 
Tillamook  (tj.  Hurt)  were  Oregon’s  5th  and 
6th  and  the  first  for  fall.  After  a decade  of 
poor  showings.  Cattle  Egrets  invaded  w. 
Washington,  with  23  reported  22  Aug-30 
Nov,  including  a flock  of  15  off  Rosario  Head, 
Skagit  1 Nov  0-  Parrott).  A surprising  Green  i 
Heron  visited  Burns  Junction,  Malheur  8 Nov 
(K.  Cottrell);  they  are  rare  at  any  season  in  se. 
Oregon  and  all  but  unknown  there  Oct-Mar. 

A White-faced  Ibis  tarried  at  Wood  R.  Wet- 
lands, Klamath  until  6 Nov  (RR);  ibis  are  i 
rarely  found  in  the  Region  after  early  Oct. 

Five  of  Oregon’s  7 lowland  Northern 
Goshawks  appeared  6 Oct-16  Nov,  while  ear- 
ly birds  enlivened  S.J.C.R.  21  Aug  QGi,  JM) 
and  Green  Peter  Res.,  Linn  31  Aug  OGe).  Red- 
shouldered Hawks  continue  to  increase  on 
Oregon’s  eastside,  where  mega-rare  prior  to 
1990.  There  were  20  reported  from  16  loca- 
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tions  in  Deschutes,  Harney,  Klamath,  and  Lake 
5 Aug-14  Nov.  Body  parts  of  a dead  imm.  at 
Fields,  Harney  9 Aug  (DI,  DPe),  and  the  cap- 
ture of  an  imm.  at  the  Green  Ridge,  Jefferson 
hawkwatch  28  Aug,  invite  questions  about 
where  these  birds  hatched.  About  par  for  re- 
cent years,  5 Red-shouldereds  were  noted  in 
w.  Washington  23  Aug-29  Nov;  the  northern- 
most was  a returnee  at  Kent,  King  8 Nov+  (K. 
Andrich).  Washington’s  3 Broad-winged 
Hawks  included  singles  on  the  eastside  at 
Beverly,  Grant  9 Sep  (SM,  DI,  BW)  and  Wash- 
tucna,  Adams  12  Sep  (XL,  RH),  and  a rare 
westside  bird  was  over  Auburn,  King  8 Oct 
(CW);  Washington’s  15  “accepted”  records  is 
deceiving,  as  many  sightings  from  hawk- 
watches  in  Washington’s  Cascades,  where  this 
species  is  likely  annual,  remain  undocument- 
ed. All  but  one  of  Oregon’s  6 Broad-wingeds 
were  recorded  at  the  Bonney  Butte,  Hood  Riv- 
er hawkwatch  (RGe),  where  annual  in  fall; 
the  other  graced  Malheur  10  Oct  (R.  Phillips, 
W Wolfe).  Not  annual  in  w.  Washington,  an 
impressive  3 Swainson’s  Hawks  included  sin- 
gles at  Snoqualmie,  King  10  Sep  (J.  Tubbs),  at 
Marymoor,  King  13  Sep  (HF),  and  near  Van- 
couver L.,  Clark  26  Nov+  (imm.;  ph.  L.  Top- 
inka);  this  continues  the  recent  string  of  fall 
and  wintering  Swainson’s  on  the  westside.  A 
Gyrfalcon  at  Lost  L.,  Linn  5 Oct  (TC)  was  the 
season’s  only  report;  the  Region  averages 
about  4 per  fall.  Three  westside  Prairie  Fal- 
cons 3-29  Nov  (2  in  Oregon,  one  in  Washing- 
ton) was  also  sub-par.  Late  for  e.  Washington, 
3 Sandhill  Cranes  visited  Duley  L.  and  Cam 
L.,  Okanogan  21  Nov.  (CW). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

An  ad.  Black-bellied  Plover  visited  Lind 
Coulee,  Grant  2 Aug  (SM,  CCx);  ads.  are  not 
annual  on  the  eastside.  All  but  2 of  20  west- 
side  American  Golden-Plovers  24  Aug-25  Oct 
were  in  Washington,  with  a maximum  of  5 at 
O.S.  16  Sep  (CW).  The  eastside’s  lone  Ameri- 
can was  at  Philleo  L.,  Spokane  30  Sep  (MW). 
Fifty-one  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  1 Aug-5  Nov 
fell  shy  of  recent  averages.  Fifteen  at  favored 
O.S.  16  Sep  (CW)  was  the  maximum,  while 
Oregon’s  high  count  was  a paltry  4 at  N.S.C.B. 
25  Aug  (TR).  As  usual,  a handful  of  golden- 
plovers  were  left  unidentified  to  species.  The 
106  Black  Oystercatchers  congregated  at  Cape 
Flattery,  Clallam  24  Oct  (D.  Wheelan)  was  un- 
precedented for  the  Region.  An  oystercatcher 
near  Tacoma  17  Nov  was  a Pierce  first  and  the 
most  southerly  record  for  the  ET.  (G.  Mc- 
Cwethy).  An  active  Snowy  Plover  nest  and 
two  broods  of  days-old  chicks  were  at  the  s. 
end  of  L.  Abert,  Lake  9 Aug;  these  late  nestings 
may  be  timed  to  coincide  with  this  site’s  brine 


fly  hatch.  Snowies  are  rarely  encountered 
away  from  the  Region’s  known  nesting  and 
wintering  sites;  thus  a migrant  at  Chicka- 
hominy  Res.  13-20  Sep  (SDn,  RN)  was  note- 
worthy. Rare  westside  American  Avocets  in- 
cluded 2 at  ER.R.  24  Aug  and  another  that  tar- 
ried at  P.S.B.  17  Sep-30  Oct  (M.  Reid);  there 
are  few  westside  records  after  Sep,  though  w. 
Washington  has  two  winter  records.  A Black- 
necked Stilt  at  Beaver  Cr.  marsh,  Lincoln  19-22 
Sep  (M.  Noack,  ph.  D.  Comfort)  provided  the 
Oregon  coast’s  first  fall  record — a month  after 
the  departure  of  the  W.V  nesting  population. 
The  190  Greater  Yellowlegs  at  P.S.B.  11  Oct 
represent  Washington’s  highest  inland  count 
ever  (SM).  The  Wood  Sandpiper  that  inhabit- 
ed FR.R.  26  Sep-5  Oct  (ph.  JS)  was  the  Re- 
gion’s first  and  just  the  6th  for  the  Lower  48. 
Seventy-nine  Solitary  Sandpipers  1 Aug-22 
Sep  approximated  recent  averages.  Interest- 
ingly, Washington  accounted  for  all  but  3 of 
56  eastside  birds,  while  Oregon  generated  16 
of  23  westside  reports.  Single  Willets  along 


This  photograph  taken  at  Summer  Lake  Wildiife  Manage- 
ment Area  17  August  2008  not  only  documents  the  first 
first  record  of  Black  Phoebe  for  Oregon's  Lake  County  but 
also  suggests  that  this  species  has  nested  in  the  county:  the 
wing  coverts'  broad  buffy  margins  and  the  orange  gape 
flanges  indicate  that  this  bird  had  fledged  recently.  This  lo- 
cation is  at  least  130  kilometers  east  of  the  nearest  known 
breeding  outpost.  Photograph  by  Scott  Carpenter. 

Sunset  Beach  27  Aug  QC,  JGi,  OS)  and  at  Sea- 
side 3 Sep  (D.  Bailey)  were  in  Clatsop,  where 
not  annual.  Another  at  Nisqually  15  Nov  (E 
Hicks)  was  similarly  unexpected  in  the  ET. 
Twenty  Willets  at  Tokeland,  Pacific  23  Oct 
(RM)  was  the  high  coastal  count.  A Wander- 
ing Tattler,  rare  for  the  ET.,  lingered  at  Bain- 
bridge  1.,  Kitsap  23  Aug-17  Sep  (BW),  while 
one  at  Newport  29  Nov  (M&MLD)  was  more 
than  a month  late. 

An  Upland  Sandpiper  circling  the  NOAA 
research  vessel  McArthur  H 255  km  w.  of 
Yaquina  Head  7 Aug  (MF,  ph.  S.  Webb)  was 
most  unexpected.  Two  Whimbrels  at  Summer 
L.  28  Aug  (D.  Stein)  and  another  at  Chicka- 
hominy  Res.  12  Sep  (SDn)  were  on  the  east- 


side,  where  less  than  annual  in  fall.  Three 
Long-billed  Curlews  visited  inland  valleys  on 
the  westside,  where  rare;  singles  were  at  Eu- 
gene 5-8  Aug  (R.  Holland,  TM),  Finley  17-18 
Aug  (M.  Hunter),  and  Ridgefield  13  Sep  (BE). 
An  ad.  Hudsonian  Godwit  graced  Tokeland  2- 

11  Aug  (ph.  CW,  vt.  BW);  though  annual  in 
the  Region,  records  of  ads.  are  few.  A juv. 
Hudsonian  at  ES.B.  8 Sep  provided  a very  rare 
record  for  the  ET.  (ph.  MB).  Bar-tailed  Godwit 
went  undetected  in  the  Region  for  just  the  3rd 
fall  since  1975.  Marbled  Godwit  now  averages 
about  3 eastside  birds  per  fall;  this  season, 
singles  were  at  W.W.R.D.  16  Aug  (M&MLD), 
n.  of  Potholes  Res.  23  Aug  (R.  Friesz),  and  at 
Malheur  28  Sep  (S.  Shunk).  Two  Marbleds  at 
Dungeness  Bay  16  Nov  (SM,  BW)  were  rare 
for  the  ET.  Two  Ruddy  Turnstones  at  McKay 
Res.,  Umatilla  10  Aug  (D.  Herr,  A.  Skirvin) 
and  another  at  Soap  L.,  Grant  16  Aug  (D. 
Martin)  were  the  eastside’s  first  southbound 
birds  since  2005.  A minimum  of  106  Sander- 
lings  were  in  e.  Washington  3-20  Sep,  high- 
lighted by  an  eastside  record  83  at  Potholes 
Res.,  Grant  8 Sep  (SM,  DI).  Just  5 Sanderlings 
were  reported  from  e.  Oregon  30  Aug-20  Sep. 
Washington’s  122+  Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
1 Aug-1  Oct  included  westside  maxima  of  8 
at  P.S.B.  23  Aug  (SM)  and  7 near  Ocosta, 
Grays  Harbor  3 Aug  (BW,  GG)  and  an  eastside 
maximum  of  20  in  s.  Grant  and  Adams  2 Aug 
(SM,  CCx);  the  eastside’s  72+  was  low  by  re- 
cent standards.  A Semipalmated  at  Ridgefield 
1 Oct  0-  Danzenbaker)  was  record  late  for  w. 
Washington.  In  Oregon,  14  w.  of  the  Cascades 
and  8 from  the  eastside  were  about  normal. 
Twenty-five  Baird’s  Sandpipers  in  Clatsop  26 
Oct  QC,  JGi,  OS)  was  a high  coastal  count  for 
Oregon;  most  of  the  Region’s  Baird’s  pass  e.  of 
the  Cascades,  where  double-digit  counts  are 
expected.  A Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  Soap  L.  27 
Nov  (MB)  was  record  late  for  e.  Washington. 
A near-average  12  Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers,  all 
westside  27  Sep-31  Oct,  were  equally  split  be- 
tween the  states. 

Oregon’s  16th  Curlew  Sandpiper  was  at 
Bandon  24  Oct  (TR);  this  species  has  appeared 
in  the  Region  three  of  the  past  four  falls.  From 
year  to  year.  Stilt  Sandpiper  flights  vary  great- 
ly; Oregon’s  14  birds  surpassed  all  recent  tal- 
lies, while  39  in  Washington  was  a bit  sub-par. 
Late  Stilt  Sandpipers  included  one  at  ES.B.  1 1 
Oct  and  3 at  Fernhill  Wetlands  12  Oct  (M. 
Marsh).  After  last  fall’s  record  Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper  invasion  (72  in  this  Region),  this 
season’s  7 constituted  the  worst  showing  since 
2003;  excluding  the  major  flight  years  (2004, 
2007),  the  Region  has  averaged  about  10  per 
fall  since  2000.  Single  Ruffs  at  the  Yakima  Riv- 
er Delta,  Benton  2 Aug  (NL)  and  near  Othello 

12  Aug  (RH)  provided  the  7th  and  8th  for  e. 
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Washington,  while  one  at  Redmond,  De- 
schutes 12  Sep  (K.  Owen,  SD)  was  e.  Oregon’s 
8th.  Eight  westside  Ruffs  included  a very  rare 
ad.  at  P.S.B.  11  Aug  (ph.  MB);  late  singles  in- 
habited Bandon  14  Nov  (Knute  Andersson) 
and  Coos  Bay  30  Nov  (AC,  RH).  Thirty-four 
juv.  Short-billed  Dowitchers  at  Bend’s  Hatfield 
L.  20  Aug  (PL)  was  among  the  highest  counts 
ever  for  e.  Oregon;  only  13  Short-billeds  were 
reported  elsewhere  on  the  eastside.  A congre- 
gation of  1000  Long-billed  Dowitchers  were  at 
ER.R.  1 Oct  (LM),  while  790  at  ES.B.  25  Oct 
was  an  exceptional  non-outer  coastal  tally  for 
Washington  (SM).  Oregon’s  3rd  Jack  Snipe 
was  observed  at  close  range  with  Wilson’s 
Snipe  near  Astoria  18  Oct  (sketch;  tMP);  the 
antecedent  records,  taken  by  the  same  hunter 
near  Florence,  Lane  in  2004  and  2007,  only 
came  to  light  recently.  Up  to  400,000  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  devoured  brine  flies  at  Oregon’s  L. 
Abert  in  early  Aug  (SD,  DI,  DPe).  These  birds, 
combined  with  tens  of  thousands  of  ibis,  avo- 
cets,  stilts,  and  gulls,  create  one  of  the  least- 
known  avian  spectacles  on  the  continent. 
More  than  10,000  Red-necked  Phalaropes 
joined  the  swarms  of  Wilson’s  at  L.  Abert  9 
Aug  (DI,  DPe). 

South  Polar  Skuas  averaged  about  one  per 
trip  in  Oregon  waters,  and  3 were  seen  from  a 
cruise  ship  passing  offshore  29  Sep  (JW  et  al.) 
Pomarine  Jaegers  are  rare  but  increasingly  re- 
ported in  the  PT.;  one  was  off  P.N.P  31  Aug 
(VN),  and  another  passed  Green  Pt.,  Skagit  13 
Nov  (RM).  Thirteen  Pomarines  off  North 
Head,  Pacific  Tl  Sep  was  2 shy  of  the  Wash- 
ington coast  record,  while  39  from  shore  at 
Cape  Arago,  Coos  7 Oct  QD)  rnade  an  un- 
precedented from-shore  count  for  the  Region. 
Counts  of  90  Pomarines  and  62  Parasitic 
Jaegers  seen  from  a cruise  ship  passing  70-95 
km  off  Oregon  29  Sep  QW  et  al.)  were  signifi- 
cantly higher  than  tallies  from  similar  fall 
cruises  since  2000.  In  other  years,  Long- 
taileds  have  far  outnumbered  all  other  jaegers 
70  km+  offshore.  Five  Parasitics  were  reported 
away  from  salt  water;  one  at  Stevenson,  Ska- 
mania 25  Aug  (W.  Cady)  was  in  the  Columbia 
Gorge,  where  not  detected  annually,  and  4+ 
were  noted  eastside  2-20  Sep.  Two  Long-tailed 
Jaegers  were  inland,  included  a juv.  catching 
insects  at  1200  m on  Mt.  St.  Helens,  Skamania 
22  Aug  (ph.  J.  Bishop).  Two  Long-taileds  were 
reported  from  two  locales  in  e.  Oregon,  where 
very  rare;  however,  single  ads.  seen  at  John 
Day  Dam,  Sherman  30  Aug  (DM)  and  Wicki- 
up Res.,  Deschutes  1 Sep  (PL,  HH)  were  likely 
the  same  bird  (see  comments  on  Arctic  Tern, 
below).  The  29  Sep  cruise  found  a paltry  29 
Long-taileds  off  Oregon  OW);  typically,  such 
trips  have  encountered  hundreds.  A first-cycle 
Laughing  Gull  enlivened  Crane  Prairie  Res., 


Deschutes  24  Sep  (TPL,  tJM,  HH);  if  accepted, 
this  would  represent  Oregon’s  6th  record  (five 
since  1998).  Twenty-five  Franklin’s  Gulls  were 
noted  away  from  se.  Oregon  7 Aug-30  Oct,  in- 
cluding 13  in  e.  Washington,  about  twice  the 
norm;  many  were  presumed  holdovers  from 
the  summer  season’s  incursion.  An  additional 
Franklin’s  at  Nehalem,  Tillamook  22  Nov  was 
late  (PS).  Aside  from  counts  of  300-600  at 
Boiler  Bay  4-9  Nov  (PP),  Bonaparte’s  Gull 
flights  were  unremarkable.  Both  inland  Heer- 
mann’s  Gulls  were  found  4 Nov,  with  one  at 
Monmouth,  Polk  0-  Thomas)  and  another  at 
Dexter  Res.,  Lane  (R.  Sinnott).  The  peak  pas- 
sage of  Heermann’s  at  Boiler  Bay  was  9000  on 
7 Nov  (PP). 

Juv.  Mew  Gulls  typically  arrive  along  the 
coast  in  late  Sep;  one  at  Newport  22  Aug  (W 
Hoffman)  was  quite  early  and  another  juv.  at 
Soap  L.,  Grant  5 Sep  (SM,  DI)  was  a month 
early  for  any  Mew  Gull  on  the  eastside.  About 
80%  of  the  25,000  California  Gulls  passing 
Boiler  Bay  4 Nov  were  ads.  (PP).  An  ad.  Less- 
er Black-backed  Gull  at  Newport  29  Aug  (ph. 
Glen  Lindeman)  was  Oregon’s  2nd.  Lesser 
Black-backeds  returned  to  e.  Washington, 
where  this  species  has  been  annual  since 
2004;  2 ads.  were  at  Clarkston,  Asotin  8-10 
Nov  (T.  Gray),  and  another  was  at  W.W.R.D. 
22  Nov  (M&MLD).  Four  Glaucous  Gulls  8 
Nov-f-  was  two-thirds  the  recent  fall  average. 
This  season’s  12  eastside  Sabine’s  Gulls  was 
similarly  low;  the  eastside  has  averaged  18  per 
fall  since  2003.  Eleven  inland  on  the  westside 
7 Aug-30  Oct  included  7 in  the  W.V.,  3 in  the 
P.T.,  and  Josephine’s  2nd,  at  Grants  Pass  3 Oct 
(DV).  Sabine’s  also  showed  poorly  offshore, 
with  just  one  of  Oregon’s  five  pelagics  record- 
ing a double-digit  total;  40  were  out  of  New- 
port 10  Aug  (GGi).  The  29  Sep  cruise  ship  ob- 
servers encountered  605  Sabine’s  QW),  a far 
cry  from  the  2000+  tallied  during  a similar 
transect  in  2007.  Multiple  reports  of  an  ad. 
and  a subad.  Black-legged  Kittiwake  at  both 
The  Dalles  and  McNary  Dams  18  Oct-22  Nov 
(BT,  M&MLD,  JI)  surely  involved  the  same 
birds;  these  kittiwakes  were  the  12th  and  13th 
for  e.  Washington. 

The  promising  summer  season  flight  of  El- 
egant Terns  flight  fizzled  n.  of  the  s.  Oregon 
coast  during  fall;  flocks  of  100-160  assembled 
at  Bandon,  Coos  and  Gold  Beach,  Curry  24 
Aug-late  Sep  (WH,  RN,  CK,  PS).  However, 
fewer  than  20  were  noted  farther  n.  in  Ore- 
gon, and  just  7 summer  holdovers  were  along 
the  Washington  coast  3-16  Aug.  All  but  14  of 
the  202  eastside  Common  Terns  were  in 
Washington;  this  seasonal  total  was  about  av- 
erage but  included  a record  120  at  Potholes 
Res.  30  Aug  (SM,  CW,  RS).  Single  Arctic  Terns 
were  well  described  from  John  Day  Dam, 


Sherman  30  Aug  (tD.  Mandell)  and  230  km  j 
to  the  s.  at  Wickiup  Res.  1 Sep  (TPL,  HH).  Be-  I 
cause  both  sightings  involved  an  Arctic  Tern  i 
seen  with  5 Commons  and  an  ad.  Long-tailed  ij 
Jaeger  (also  rare  on  the  eastside),  it  seems  ^ 
likely  that  the  same  group  of  birds  visited  j! 
both  sites;  there  are  about  20  previous  east-  j 
side  records.  An  Arctic  off  Vashon  I.,  King  27  i; 
Aug  (EH)  provided  a very  rare  ET.  record. 
Eighty  Arctics  off  Newport  10  Sep  (GGi)  pro-  | 
vided  Oregon’s  only  pelagic  encounter  (GGi),  | 
and  none  were  seen  during  the  29  Sep  cruise.  |j 
Nine  westside  Forster’s  Terns  3 Aug-21  Sep, 
included  5 at  ER.R.  3 Aug  (DI,  S.  Heinl);  2 at  | 
Kenmore,  King  22-23  Aug  (EH)  were  quite  I 
early  for  w.  Washington,  where  most  records  [i 
occur  mid-Oct-mid-Nov,  well  after  the  east-  i 
side  departure.  Forty  Forster’s  still  at  Potholes  : 
Res.  20  Sep,  including  many  dependent  ' 
young,  were  at  least  a month  late  for  such  i 
numbers  and  behavior  (SM,  CW).  NOAA  re-  f 
searchers  encountered  9 Xantus’s  Murrelets  (3  j 
hypokuca,  6 of  undetermined  subspecies)  96-  jj 
230  km  off  Oregon  7-18  Aug  (MF  et  al),  and  j 
9 more  Xantus’s  were  noted  during  the  29  Sep 
cruise,  all  70  km+  off  Lincoln  and  Tillamook 
QW  et  al.);  deepwater  surveys  (60  km+  off- 
shore) encounter  the  bulk  of  the  Region’s  hy- 
poleuca,  while  Xantus’s  found  by  pelagics  (less 
than  50  km  offshore)  are  generally  scrippsi. 
Single  Cassin’s  Auklets  off  of  P.N.P.  16  Sep 
(ph.  SR,  C.  Vassalb)  and  Bainbridge  I.,  Kitsap 
5 Oct  (BW,  GG,  DW),  plus  3 near  Green  Pt., 
Skagit  13  Nov  (RM)  were  in  the  P.T.,  where 
rare.  Pelagics  averaged  75  Cassin’s  per  trip  in 
Aug,  which  suggests  a successful  nesting  sea- 
son for  local  breeders.  The  season’s  high 
count,  643  out  of  Westport  27  Sep  (BT),  oc- 
curred after  the  influx  of  more  northerly 
nesters.  An  imm.  Parakeet  Auklet  flew  past 
Boiler  Bay  on  11  Nov  (TPP);  the  bulk  of  Ore- 
gon’s 15+  records  have  involved  dead  birds 
washed  ashore  during  winter.  A Tufted  Puffin, 
very  rare  in  the  central  P.T.,  was  at  Seattle  4 
Sep  (G.  Smith).  Single  Horned  Puffins  en- 
livened Tillamook  Bay  1 Aug  (M.  Ratzlaff) 
and  Newport  16  Aug  (RN),  and  another  was 
16  km  w.  of  Port  Orford,  Curry  2 Sep  (MF); 
this  species  is  now  detected  annually  in  Ore- 
gon waters  during  late  summer  and  early  fall. 

Four  White-winged  Doves  added  to  the 
burgeoning  roster  of  Regional  sightings.  One 
at  Spokane  18  Oct  (tJI)  was  Washington’s  8th, 
while  the  others  pushed  Oregon  to  nearly  20 
total  records;  more  than  three  quarters  of  the 
Region’s  sightings  have  come  since  2000.  A 
Common  Ground-Dove  attending  a feeder 
near  Rochester,  Thurston  26  Aug  was  captured 
by  hand  by  the  homeowners  and  seemed  tame 
rather  than  ill  (ph.  T.  Cadman);  Washington 
has  no  accepted  records  of  this  species.  This 
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fall’s  Washington  Northern  Hawk  Owl  inva- 
sion included  a very  rare  westside  bird  at  Dev- 
il’s Park,  Whatcom  22  Oct  (Tim  Wahl),  one 
viewed  by  many  at  Harts  Pass,  Okanogan  27 
Sep-18  Oct  (K.  Tran,  T.  Mansfield),  and  an  un- 
expected yard  bird  in  Cheney,  Spokane  30  Oct 
(C&JC).  Though  assumed  present,  Long-eared 
Owls  are  rarely  detected  on  the  westside.  Thus, 
singles  at  Scappoose,  Columbia  20  Sep  OO. 
and  n.  of  Corvallis  10  Oct  0Ge)>  plus  2 at  Bas- 
kett  Slough  N.W.R.,  Polk  9 Nov  (RN),  warrant 
mention.  A Short-eared  Owl  at  Plat  Island  Res. 
e.  of  Sutherlin  21  Oct  Q.  Hein)  was  the  first  for 
Douglas  since  1996  and  just  the  9th  for  that 
county  since  1975,  nearly  all  from  this  loca- 
tion. Swarms  of  300  Common  Nighthawks 
over  Kimberly,  Grant  22  Aug  (D.  Tracy)  and 
279  near  Yakima  23  Aug  (S.  Ray)  rank  among 
highest-ever  counts  for  the  Region;  a record 
500+  were  at  Priest  Rapids  14  Aug  1993. 

Multiple  groups  of  Black  Swifts  were  noted 
in  the  W.V.  30  Aug-5  Sep,  with  a maximum  of 
12  over  Corvallis  30  Aug  (G.  Rompre).  An  in- 
credible 15,560  Vaux’s  Swifts  roosted  at  Mon- 
roe, Snohomish  25  Sep  (fide  L.  Schwitters), 
nearly  quadrupling  Washington’s  previous 
record.  Numbers  at  Portland’s  Chapman 
School  roost,  the  Region’s  largest,  peaked  at 
21,000  on  15  Sep  (SF).  A very  tardy  Vaux’s 
Swift  over  Marymoor,  King  13  Nov  was  Wash- 
ington’s 2nd  latest  on  record  (MH).  Very  rare 
w.  of  the  Cascades,  7 White-throated  Swifts 
were  n.  of  Corvallis  4 Sep  (WDR,  T.  Robin- 
son). Close  scrutiny  of  a female  Archilochus 
attending  a Klamath  Falls  feeder  1-6  Sep  re- 
vealed Oregon’s  2nd  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbird (ph.  D.  Hewitt  et  ah);  the  first  was 
at  Pendleton,  Umatilla  in  Sep  2006.  Costa’s 
Hummingbirds  visited  Tumalo  S.E,  Deschutes 
(HH,  L.  McCoy)  and  Lebanon,  Linn  25  Sep 
OH).  A male  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  at 
Lebanon,  Linn  5-10  Sep  OH,  ph.  C.  Whelchel) 
provided  just  the  2nd  substantiated  record  for 
the  W.V.;  this  species  has  been  often  reported 
but  rarely  documented  in  w.  Oregon. 

Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  exploded  into  w. 
Washington  this  fall,  with  15  noted  1-18  Sep, 
including  a modern-day  record  9 at  Corking- 
dale,  Skagit  2-7  Sep  Q-  Alt);  w.  Washington 
has  averaged  fewer  than  2 per  fall  in  recent 
decades.  Eighteen  Lewis’s  reported  from  w. 
Oregon  14-26  Sep  was  a typical  showing;  2 on 
the  outer  coast  at  Brookings  26  Sep  (DM) 
were  most  unusual.  Sixty  Lewis’s  around  Up- 
per Klamath  L.  7 Sep  QY  M.  Christian)  and 
40  roosting  at  Big  Flat,  Malheur  4 Oct  (W.  & 
P.  Bowers)  were  the  eastside  maxima.  Acorn 
Woodpeckers  occasionally  stray  just  e.  of  the 
Cascades,  particularly  into  Klamath,  so  one  at 
Klamath  Falls  18  Aug  (DH)  was  only  moder- 
ately out  of  place.  However,  an  Acorn  at 


Frenchglen,  Harney  23  Sep  (G.  Grier)  was 
just  the  2nd  for  se.  Oregon;  another  was  at 
Frenchglen  22  May  2004.  A Williamson’s  Sap- 
sucker  at  Washtucna,  Adams  21  Sep  was  in 
the  e.  Washington  lowlands,  where  rare  (CW, 
SM).  Both  reports  of  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuck- 
ers  came  from  sapsucker-rich  Frenchglen, 
Harney,  where  this  species  is  nearly  annual; 
one  was  there  14-24  Sep  (AC,  TR),  and  an- 
other appeared  7-9  Nov  (ph.  D.  Herr).  A Red- 
breasted Sapsucker  at  Summer  L.  17  Aug  (SC) 
and  a Red-naped  Sapsucker  x Red-breasted 
Sapsucker  hybrid  there  7 Aug  (DI,  DPe)  were 
about  130  km  e.  of  Red-breasted’s  range  in 
Klamath.  Three  Red-naped  x Red-breasted  hy- 
brids wandered  w.  of  the  Cascades,  where 
rare;  singles  visited  Bonney  L.,  Pierce  3 Oct 
(CW),  Juanita  Bay,  King  21  Oct-27  Nov 
(RM),  and  Medford  16  Nov  (G.  Palmer). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  ViREOS 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  at  Moses  L.,  Grant 
26  Sep  (DSc)  was  Washington’s  latest  ever.  In 
a season  marked  by  strays  from  the  South- 
west, the  Region’s  first  Greater  Pewee  was 
well  described  and  heard  calling  but  not  pho- 
tographed at  Edmonds,  Snohomish  23  Nov 
(tDD,  C.  Riddell).  This  fits  the  pattern  of  Cal- 
ifornia records  (about  40),  most  of  which 
have  occurred  in  late  fall  and  winter;  the 
northernmost  is  from  Union  City,  Alameda.  A 
Western  Wood-Pewee  at  Juanita  Park,  King 
17  Oct  (RM)  was  also  record  late  for  Wash- 
ington. Eight  Least  Flycatchers  in  e.  Wash- 
ington 23  Aug-12  Sep  was  about  twice  the  re- 
cent norm,  while  Oregon’s  only  Least  was  at 
Malheur  22  Sep  (TR).  Forty  Hammond’s  Fly- 
catchers at  Washtucna  8 Sep  was  unprece- 
dented for  Washington  (SM,  Dl,  DS).  Eastside 
Black  Phoebes  at  Summer  L.,  Lake  17  Aug 
(SC)  and  Prineville,  Crook  27  Sep  Q-  Bernt, 
CG)  were  both  county  firsts;  remarkably,  the 
Summer  L.  bird  was  a fresh  juv.  still  showing 
an  orange  gape,  strongly  suggesting  that  it 
hatched  nearby.  Ten  Say’s  Phoebes  visiting  w. 
Oregon  12  Oct-18  Nov  was  supranormal;  the 
westside  averages  about  6 per  fall.  An  Ash- 
throated  Flycatcher  at  Sauvie  1.  26  Sep  0- 
Fitchen)  was  the  lone  stray,  about  320  km  n. 
and  140  km  w.  of  the  nearest  breeding  sites. 
Surely  one  of  the  least-expected  birds  ever  to 
appear  in  the  Region,  w.  North  America’s  first 
Variegated  Flycatcher  enlivened  Windust 
Park,  Franklin  6-7  Sep  (ph.  M&MLD,  ph.  SM, 
ph.  Dl).  Three  previous  U.S.  records  of  this 
South  American  species  were  all  e.  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi R.:  Biddeford  Pool,  York,  ME  5-11 
Nov  1977;  near  Reelfoot  L,  Obion,  TN  13-15 
May  1984;  and  Toronto,  ON  7 Oct-6  Nov 
1993.  North  American  records  of  reverse-mi- 
grating Variegated  Flycathers  are  all  pre- 


sumed to  be  E.  V.  varius:  this  subspecies  is  a 
long-distance  austral  migrant.  An  above-aver- 
age 16  Tropical/Couch’s  Kingbirds  graced  the 
Region  3 Oct+;  the  epicenter  of  activity  was 
Oregon’s  s.  coast,  which  hosted  10,  including 
daily  maxima  of  3 at  N.S.C.B.  22  Oct  (TR) 
and  Cape  Blanco  26  Oct  (TW).  Tropi- 
cal/Couch’s are  not  annual  in  the  P.T.,  so  2 of 
Washington’s  3 appearing  in  Skagit — at  Ana- 
cortes  (ph.  D.  Freriks)  and  at  Mt.  Vernon  (B. 
Hamblin) — 24  Nov  was  most  surprising.  An 
imm.  Scissor- tailed  Flycatcher  on  N.S.C.B.  24 
Nov-3  Dec  (DL,  KC)  was  the  Region’s  latest 
ever;  this  species  has  been  annual  of  late  in 
Oregon,  which  has  about  18  prior  records. 

The  200+  Loggerhead  Shrikes  tallied  dur- 
ing an  8-11  Aug  trip  through  se.  Oregon  in- 
cluded many  family  groups  of  3-4  birds  (Dl, 
DPe);  given  their  declining  North  American 
population,  this  is  encouraging  news.  A very 
rare  coastal  Loggerhead,  at  Seaside  20  Sep 
(A&CH,  ES),  was  the  lone  report  on  the  west- 
side,  which  averages  1-2  per  fall.  Fifteen-plus 
Northern  Shrikes  in  w.  Oregon  7 Oct+  was 
above  average;  8-10  represents  a typical  fall. 
Washington’s  2nd  Bell’s  Vireo  graced  Wash- 
tucna, Adams  6 Sep  (tDl,  tSM);  the  amount  of 
tail-wagging  observed  points  to  one  of  the  w. 
subspecies  and,  based  on  overall  coloration,  it 
appeared  more  likely  arizonae  than  pusillus.  A 
Cassin’s  Vireo  at  Bandon  28  Nov  (RHo)  was 
about  six  weeks  late.  Single  Blue-headed  Vire- 
os  that  appeared  at  Lyons  Ferry,  Franklin  7 Sep 
(ph.  SM;  ph.,  tDI)  and  Windust  Park  9 Sep 
(tEH)  would  be  just  the  5th  and  6th  for 
Washington,  pending  acceptance  by  the 
Washington  B.R.C.  Adding  to  the  assortment 
of  unexpected  vireos,  a Hutton’s  Vireo  made 
an  extremely  rare  appearance  at  Washtucna  30 
Aug  (SM);  their  range  barely  reaches  e.  of  the 
Cascades  in  w.  Klickitat.  Washington’s  latest 
Warbling  Vireo  lingered  at  Everett  25  Oct 
(SM);  Warbling  records  after  Sep  are  few.  Red- 
eyed Vireos  are  uncommon  migrants  in  e. 
Washington  but  somewhat  rarer  in  e.  Oregon; 
thus  singles  at  Malheur  16  Sep  (TR)  and  23 
Sep  (AC)  were  newsworthy.  Six  Red-eyeds  at 
four  W.V  locales  1-20  Sep  were  near  known 
breeding  sites  and  likely  dispersing  local 
nesters;  migrants  are  very  rare  in  w.  Oregon. 

JAYS  THROUGH  WAGTAILS 

Rare  in  w.  Washington,  single  Blue  Jays  visited 
Neah  Bay,  Clallam  20  Sep  (S.  Atkinson)  and  La 
Conner,  Skagit  11  Oct+  (W.  Ross,  A Mesman). 
Five  in  e.  Washington  29  Sep-19  Nov  was  typ- 
ical for  fall.  Downslope  movements  precipitat- 
ed 50+  reports  of  Clark’s  Nutcrackers  in  the  e. 
Washington  lowlands  Aug-Oct.  Two  on 
Marys  Peak,  Benton  28  Oct  (B.  &J.  Beilin)  and 
another  at  Orcas  I.,  San  Juan  12  Oct  (K.  Knit- 
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tie,  T.  Mansfield,  M.  E Mathis)  were  w.  of  the 
Cascades,  where  not  annual.  Nine  apparent 
arcticola  Horned  Larks  dropped  in  at  Marys 
Peak  22  Sep  (WDR);  though  this  taxon  is 
known  to  migrate  through  the  Region,  most  w. 
Oregon  encounters  involve  the  rare  locally 
breeding  Streaked  Horned  Larks  (subspecies 
strigata).  An  impressive  200  Purple  Martins 
joined  the  Yamhill  Barn  Swallow  roost  11  Sep 
(M.  Hamm);  this  count  is  likely  attributable  to 
the  growing  number  of  nesting  pairs  in  the  Re- 
gion— now  about  1400 — and  in  neighboring 
British  Columbia,  which  had  only  10  pairs  in 
1980  and  now  has  600-h.  A Bank  Swallow  at 
Ankeny  26  Sep  (RG)  was  at  least  a month 
tardy  for  the  W.Y,  where  the  modest  fall  pas- 
sage typically  occurs  during  mid-Aug; 
“dozens”  at  Sauvie  1.  11  Aug  QG)  were  likely 
local  breeders  dispersing  from  a new  colony 
just  to  the  n.  at  Prescott,  Columbia.  A Petivche- 
ticlon  swallow  at  Samish  Flats,  Skagit  10  Nov 
was  not  identified  to  species  (MB);  consider- 
ing that  Cave  Swallows  often  appear  on  the 
Atlantic  Coast  in  Nov,  and  this  seasons  “inva- 
sion” of  species  from  the  American  Southwest, 
this  bird  should  not  be  assumed  to  have  been 
a Cliff.  If  indeed  a Cliff  Swallow,  it  was  about 
five  weeks  late.  The  massive  fall  Barn  Swallow 
roost  near  Dayton,  Yamhill  (active  since  the 
mid-1980s)  held  up  to  550,000  birds  during 
mid-Sep  (D.  Albright,  E Schrock).  A group  of 
6 Barns  at  Othello  13  Nov  (RH)  was  about  a 
month  late  for  the  eastside. 

Though  Black-capped  Chickadee  x Moun- 
tain Chickadee  hybrids  have  been  document- 
ed elsewhere,  one  at  Spring  Canyon  C.G.,  Lin- 
coln 25  Oct  (ph.  RS)  was  apparently  Wash- 
ington’s first.  A mini-invasion  of  Mountain 
Chickadees  into  lowlands  was  mostly  con- 
fined to  w.  Washington,  where  25  were  de- 
tected 28  Sep+;  w.  Oregon  had  just  three  low- 
land reports.  Unlike  the  2004  invasion,  most 
reports  involved  singles,  and  none  was  re- 
ported w.  of  Puget  Sound.  A White-breasted 
Nuthatch  enlivened  Snolqualmie,  King  30 
Oct-9  Nov  (ph.  A.  Cockman);  since  the  extir- 
pation of  the  s.  Puget  Sound  population, 
some  have  speculated  that  recent  reports  from 
nw.  Washington  are  tcnuissima  wandering 
from  e.  Washington,  rather  than  the  slender- 
billed  aculeata,  which  inhabits  sw.  Washing- 
ton. However,  few  have  been  adequately  doc- 
umented. A freshly  fledged  juv.  Rock  Wren  w. 
of  Camas  Valley  15  Aug  (TR)  confirmed 
Coos's  first  nesting  record;  an  ad.  had  sung  at 
this  site  throughout  the  summer.  A Bewick’s 
Wren  near  Colville,  Stevens  28  Nov  (TL)  adds 
to  evidence  of  a northeastward  range  expan- 
sion. Washington’s  1 1 th  Blue-gray  Gnatcatch- 
er  visited  O.S.  13  Sep  (tM.  Brueninger);  most 
Washington  records  are  from  late  fall  or  win- 


ter. Another  gnatcatcher  was  at  Prineville  29 
Aug  (CG);  they  are  now  rare  but  annual  in 
Crook.  A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at  Fields  22 
Sep  (TR)  was  a rare  fall  migrant  in  se.  Oregon. 
The  tally  of  300,000  American  Robins  count- 
ed during  a Crook  raptor  survey  11  Nov  in 
was  deemed  “conservative”  (SD,  CG). 

Very  rare  westside  Gray  Catbirds  were  at 
Portland  7 Aug  (M.  Bryant)  and  Ridgefield  9 
Aug  (BE);  e.  Oregon’s  lone  bird,  at  Bend  4 
Nov  (V  Threlkeld)  was  about  six  weeks  tardy. 
Seven  Northern  Mockingbirds  8 Aug-29  Oct 
represents  a typical  fall;  the  lone  Washington 
bird  visited  Seattle  16  Aug  (P  Rose).  A Sage 
Thrasher  at  Skagit  W.M.A.  30  Sep  furnished 
just  the  3rd  w.  Washington  fall  record  (H. 
Armstrong,  M.  S.  Dallas).  Washington’s  11th 
Brown  Thrasher  enlivened  Sprague  L.,  Lin- 
coln 21  Aug  0 Acton),  and  the  12th  appeared 
at  Nisqually  22  Sep  (tM.  Lee).  Oregon’s  4th 
Eastern  Yellow  Wagtail  stopped  briefly  at 
Seaside  26  Aug  OGfi  JC.  ph-  OS);  five  of  the 
Region’s  six  records  have  come  29  Jul-8  Sep. 

WARBLERS 

Five  Tennessee  Warblers  8-21  Sep  matched 
recent  fall  totals.  Singles  at  Washtuena  8 (ph. 
DS)  & 21  Sep  (teW,  SM)  and  a late  bird  at 
tbe  Elwha  R.  mouth,  Clallam  16  Nov  (tSM, 
tBW,  teW)  add  to  20  prior  Washington 
records.  Though  most  fall  Tennessees  appear 
late  Aug-mid-Sep,  the  Region  has  10  winter 
records.  Supranormal  numbers  of  Orange- 
crowned  Warblers  lingered  to  the  period’s 
end,  evidenced  by  5 at  tbe  Elwha  R.  mouth  16 
Nov,  8 at  Bandon  28  Nov  (AC,  RHo),  and  5 at 
Portland  30  Nov  (DM);  typically,  Nov-i-  re- 
ports involve  single  birds.  Single  Nashville 
Warblers,  not  annual  during  fall  in  w.  Wash- 
ington, appeared  at  Seattle  22  Aug  (M. 
Bartells)  and  Tokeland,  Pacific  28  Sep  (G.  Mc- 
Cwethy).  A brightly  colored  Nashville  War- 
bler at  Lyons  Ferry  7 Sep  did  not  wag  the  tail 
and  appeared  to  be  potentially  of  the  e.  sub- 
species ruficapilla  (tSM,  tDI);  though  not 
positively  documented  in  the  Region,  this 
taxon  has  been  recorded  farther  s.  along  the 
Pacific  Coast,  including  a specimen  from  the 
Los  Coronados  Is.,  Baja  California  (Dunn  and 
Garrett  1997;  Warblers).  Tardy  Nashvilles 
were  at  Coos  Bay  15  Nov  (TR)  and  Bandon  28 
Nov  (AC,  RHo);  they  are  nearly  annual  on 
Oregon’s  westside  during  winter.  A Yellow 
Warbler  in  Seattle  30  Nov  Q.  Bragg)  was  six 
weeks  late.  Five  Chestnut-sided  Warblers,  not 
annual  in  fall,  included  Washington’s  first  fall 
birds  since  2001.  Its  first  coastal  bird,  at  Bot- 
tle Beach,  Grays  Harbor  1 Aug,  was  record 
early  (ph.  RM,  tTA,  M.  Dufort),  and  singles 
visited  Washtuena  8 Sep  (tRM  et  al.)  and  21 
Sep  (tSM);  these  added  to  16  prior  records. 


Oregon’s  Chestnut-sideds  were  at  Malheur  16 
Sep  (AC)  and  Hampton,  Lake  19  Sep  (SD, 
PL).  A fall  record  4 Magnolia  Warblers  in- 
cluded Washington’s  15th  and  16th  at  Wash- 
tuena 10  Sep  (ph.  T.  Kenefick)  and  21  Sep 
(teW,  tSM);  Magnolias  have  been  detected  in 
Washington  four  of  the  past  five  falls.  Singles 
at  Corvallis  13  Sep  (WDR)  and  Malheur  30 
Sep  (AC)  added  to  about  40  prior  Oregon 
records;  most  of  tbe  Region’s  Magnolias  have 
appeared  10  Sep-10  Oct,  with  a decided  spike 
in  late  Sep.  No  fewer  than  5 Black-throated 
Blue  Warblers  visited  Harney  oases  24  Sep-7 
Oct  (AC);  this  species  is  annual  there  in  fall 
but  much  rarer  elsewhere  in  the  Region. 

A late  eastside  Townsend’s  Warbler  tarried 
at  Maupin,  Wasco  16  Nov  (CG).  Townsend’s 
Warbler  x Hermit  Warbler  hybrids  were  well 
e.  of  the  Cascades  at  Lyons  Ferry,  Franklin  31 
Aug  (SM,  CW)  and  Potholes  Res.  27  Sep 
(BW).  A migrant  Audubon’s  Warbler  at 
Epbrata,  Grant  2 Aug  was  nearly  a month  ear- 
ly (SM,  CCx).  Four  Palm  Warblers  were  in- 
land; singles  at  Davenport,  Lincoln  17  Sep  Q- 
Acton)  and  Brothers,  Deschutes  21  Sep  (TC) 
were  very  rare  for  the  eastside.  Slightly  more 
expected  westside  birds  graced  Renton,  King 
22  Nov+  (K.  Andrich)  and  Peoria,  Linn  30 
Nov-r  (RC).  Seven  Blackpoll  Warblers,  2 in 
Oregon,  5 in  Washington,  were  at  eastside  va- 
grant traps  2-21  Sep;  Washington  has  aver- 
aged 3-1-  per  fall  since  2003  and  now  has  about 
33  records,  mostly  late  Aug-mid-Sep.  Hood 
River’s  first  Blackpoll  was  s.  of  Hood  River  6 
Sep  (1.  Tomlinson).  Four  Black-and-white 
Warblers  13  Aug-14  Sep  was  about  average;  a 
female  along  Trout  Lake  Cr.  30  Aug  (tSJ)  was 
Klickitat’s  first.  Three  American  Redstarts 
were  noted  in  w.  Washington,  where  rare  dur- 
ing fall;  Skamania’s  first  was  near  Home  Valley 
20  Aug  (SJ).  Four  redstarts  in  Harney  17-25 
Sep  was  a typical  fall  showing,  while  one  at 
Bend  18-19  Sep  (K.  Smith,  SD)  provided  a 
rare  fall  report  from  cen.  Oregon. 

An  Ovenbird  n.  of  Washtuena  4 Sep  (tBW) 
and  another  at  Leadbetter  Pt.,  Pacific  22  Oct 
(ph.  RM)  were  just  the  6th  and  7th  fall  records 
for  Washington;  most  of  the  Region’s  Oven- 
birds  are  detected  May-Jun.  Rare  westside 
Northern  Waterthrushes  included  one  at  Asto- 
ria 10  Sep  (MP)  and  up  to  2 at  Skagit  W.M.A 
11  Oct-28  Nov  (GB,  T.  Brooks,  N.  Turner);^ 
they  have  been  nearly  annual  at  the  latter  site 
in  recent  years.  Though  Northern  Wa- 
terthrushes breed  in  ne.  Washington,  fall  mi- 
grants are  seldom  seen  elsewhere  on  the  east- 
side;  therefore  5 in  e.  Washington  30  Aug-12 
Sep  and  4 at  Harney  oases  12-22  Sep.  were  un- 
usual. MacGillivray’s  Warblers  at  Malheur  7 
Oct  (AC)  and  Philleo  L.,  Spokane  14  Oct 
(MW)  were  noted  two  to  three  weeks  after 
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normal  eastside  departures,  while  one  near 
Renton  23  Nov  (SR)  and  another  at  Chief  Tim- 
othy S.P.,  Asotin  29  Nov  (tMW,  R.  Woodruff, 
G.  Sheridan)  were  nearly  two  months  tardy; 
MacGillivray’s  are  very  rare  in  the  Region  after 
early  Oct.  Wilson’s  Warblers  at  Cattle  Pt.,  San 
Juan  (RM,  T.  Davis,  B.  Hough)  20  Nov  and 
Portland  24  Nov  (fide  H.  Nehls)  were  seven 
weeks  later  than  normally  detected. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  LOWGSPURS 

A Western  Tanager  at  Corvallis  25  Nov  (RHo) 
was  at  least  six  weeks  tardy.  Ten  non-oregonus 
Spotted  Towhees  were  in  w.  Whatcom  29  Nov, 
including  7 at  Lummi  Flats  (SM,  RM).  This  is 
the  highest  tally  of  interior-subspecies  towhees 
(e.g.,  curtatus  and  montanus)  ever  reported  in 
w.  Washington,  where  Spotted  Towhees  other 
than  lightly  spotted  oregonus  are  uncommon 
Oct-Apr.  An  American  Tree  Sparrow  at  Depoe 
Bay,  Lincoln  was  exceptional  for  the  Oregon 
coast,  where  not  annual.  The  Region’s  fall  pas- 
sage of  Clay-colored  Sparrows  is  decidedly  bi- 
furcate; 4 eastside  birds  were  all  detected  2-27 
Sep,  while  all  but  2 of  11  westside  birds  were 
reported  5 Oct  or  later.  Early  westside  migrants 
included  singles  at  Seattle  5-6  Sep  Q.  Bryant) 
and  another  at  Portland  24  Sep  QW).  Vesper 
Sparrows,  formerly  less  than  annual  during  au- 
tumn in  w.  Washington,  have  been  detected 
every  fall  since  2003;  this  season’s  6 were  re- 
ported 23  Aug-12  Oct.  Three  Vespers  in  Coos 
and  Curry  24  Aug-1  Sep  were  along  the  s.  Ore- 
gon coast,  where  barely  annual.  Lark  Sparrows 
are  rare  n.  of  Curry  on  the  Oregon  coast;  thus 
singles  at  Astoria  29  Sep  (MP)  and  Newport  29 
Nov  (M&MLD)  were  unusual.  Another  near 
Bellingham  29  Sep  was  just  the  3rd  fall  record 
for  w.  Washington  since  1996  (HF).  A Black- 
throated  Sparrow  at  Finley  14  Sep  (D.  Bouch- 
er, ph.  L.  Millbank)  was  w.  Oregon’s  2nd  in  fall; 
nearly  all  westside  records  occur  Apr-Jun.  Re- 
ports of  Red  Fox  Sparrows  (subspecies  ilia- 
ca/zaboria)  are  increasing:  one  at  Windust 
Park,  Franklin  1 Sep  (tDI,  tSM)  eclipsed 
Washington’s  record  early  date  by  15  days,  and 
individuals  of  this  type  also  appeared  at  Eugene 
9 Nov  (ph.  TM)  and  McNary  Dam,  Umatilla 
(JG).  A Washington  record  130  Sooty  Fox 
Sparrows  were  gathered  in  a one  square  km 
area  at  the  Elwha  R.  mouth,  Clallam  16  Nov 
(SM,  CW,  BW).  Eight  Swamp  Sparrows  in  w. 
Washington  15  Oct+  represented  another  good 
fall.  A Swamp  at  ER.R.  21  Sep+  QS,  L.  Johnson) 
was  nearly  a month  early.  A bird  heard  calling 
all  summer  in  Portland  was  finally  seen  and 
identified  as  a White-throated  Sparrow  10  Sep 
(G.  Lillie);  southbound  White-throateds  typi- 
cally arrive  during  the  third  week  of  Sep.  Eight 
Harris’s  Sparrows  16  Oct-29  Nov  was  about  av- 
erage for  fall;  these  birds  were  evenly  split  e. 


and  w.  of  the  Cascades.  Golden-crowned  x 
White-crowned  Sparrow  hybrids  were  detected 
at  Foothills  Trail,  Pierce  19  Nov  (CW)  and  at 
Skagit  W.M.A.  23  Nov  (RM);  this  hybrid  is  now 
found  annually  in  w.  Washington.  Lapland 
Longspurs  showed  extremely  well  along  the 
Oregon  coast,  with  up  to  90  at  Cape  Blanco  25 
Sep  (TW)  and  33  at  S.J.C.R.  28  Sep  (PL).  Ore- 
gon’s 3rd  and  the  Region’s  4th  Smith’s 
Longspur  graced  N.S.C.B.  30  Oct  (KC,  tDL, 
tRN);  antecedent  records  have  occurred  30 
Aug-17  Oct.  The  lone  Chestnut-collared 
Longspur,  at  Baskett  Slough  20  Nov  (L.  Nor- 
gren),  was  late  and  was  in  the  W.V.;  the  Region 
has  averaged  about  5 per  fall  since  2000,  with 
most  reports  coming  from  the  Oregon  coast 
during  Oct. 

NORTHERN  CARDINAL 
THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Northern  Cardinal  near  Aurora,  Marion  11 
Nov  was  near  where  one  was  reported  in 
2007;  these  birds  are  of  dubious  origin,  as 
proven  human  assistance  has  been  linked  to 
several  prior  reports  in  the  Region.  Neither 
state  records  committee  accepts  this  species  as 
“naturally  occurring.”  The  Region’s  first 
Pyrrhuloxia  frequented  a Peoria,  Linn  feeder 
12  Nov+  (RC,  ph.  Maitreya  et  al),  adding  yet 
another  bird  to  the  list  of  Southwestern 
species  that  appeared  this  fall;  this  apparent 
hatch-year  bird  did  not  show  feather  or  bill 
wear  consistent  with  captivity.  Both  of  the  sea- 
son’s Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  in  Wash- 
ington, where  not  detected  annually  in  fall; 
singles  enlivened  Lind  Coulee,  Grant  20  Sep 
(SM,  CW)  and  Gig  Harbor,  Pierce  10  Nov  (ph. 
C.  Smith).  A Black-headed  Grosbeak  at  Juani- 
ta Park,  King  24  Oct  (RM)  was  at  least  a 
month  tardy.  A female  Indigo  Bunting  at 
Juanita  Park  15  Nov  (ph.  RM)  was  Washing- 
ton’s 5th  fall  migrant  and  the  latest  by  more 
than  six  weeks;  most  of  the  state’s  25+  records 
are  from  Jun  and  Jul.  A Dickcissel,  Washing- 
ton’s 6th  and  the  first  since  1997,  adorned 
Westport,  Grays  Harbor  31  Oct  (tBT,  W.  John- 
son); all  records  but  one  are  from  the  coast. 
Five  westside  Bobolinks  18  Aug-5  Oct  was 
twice  the  fall  norm.  A Tricolored  Blackbird  at 
Lyons  Ferry  31  Aug  was  Franklin's  first  (SM, 
CW);  Washington’s  maximum  was  30  at  Oth- 
ello 20  Sep  (CW,  SM).  Five  Rusty  Blackbirds 
in  w.  Washington  5 Oct-17  Nov  was  more 
than  twice  the  norm,  while  one  at  Sauvie  1.  4 
Oct  QG)  was  the  first  in  w.  Oregon  since  2001; 
aside  from  two  fall  reports  from  Umatilla, 
most  of  Oregon’s  17  reports  have  occurred 
Dec-Feb.  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches,  not 
annual  in  the  westside  lowlands,  graced  Fin- 
ley 24  Oct  (WDR)  and  Pt.  Roberts,  Whatcom  7 
Nov  (].  Ireland).  Up  to  20  Gray-crowneds  in- 


habited favored  Marys  Peak  21  Oct+  (WDR, 
m.ob.);  this  species  is  not  regular  elsewhere  in 
Oregon’s  Coast  Range.  Two  Purple  Finches 
near  Vantage  30  Aug  were  e.  of  their  normal 
range  and  a month  early  for  such  wanderers 
(CW,  SM,  RS).  A Cassin’s  Finch,  very  rare  w.  of 
the  Cascades  in  Washington,  was  at  Skagit 
W.M.A.  23  Nov  (RM,  SM).  Pine  Grosbeaks  ir- 
rupted into  e.  Washington  and  ne.  Oregon, 
with  more  than  300  birds  reported  late  Oct+. 
This  event  stretched  to  the  westside,  with  one 
on  Saddle  Mt.,  Clatsop  27  Oct  (B.  McCul- 
lough) and  2 lowland  birds  at  Skagit  W.M.A.  9 
Nov  (SR).  Small  groups  of  Evening  Grosbeaks 
were  widespread  in  the  Columbia  Basin, 
where  very  rare,  late  Aug-mid-Sep. 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Tom  Aversa  (Washington),  Range 
Bayer  (Lincoln),  Marv  Breece,  Randy  Camp- 
bell, Scott  Carpenter,  Kathy  Castelein,  Alan 
Contreras,  Craig  & Judy  Corder  (Spokane), 
Cameron  Cox,  Tom  Crabtree,  John  Crowell 
Jr.,  Jim  Danzenbaker,  Mike  & MerryLynn 
Denny,  Steve  Dougill,  Steve  Dowlan,  Dennis 
Duffy,  Daniel  Farrar,  Shawneen  Finnegan, 
Bob  Flores,  Houston  Flores,  Andy  Frank, 
John  Gatchet,  Chuck  Gates  (Crook),  Joel 
Geier,  George  Gerdts,  Rick  Gerhardt,  Roy 
Gerig,  Jeff  Gilligan,  Greg  Gillson  (Washing- 
ton), Denny  Granstrand  (Yakima),  Jeff  Hard- 
ing, Randy  Hill,  Adrian  & Christopher  Hin- 
kle, Michael  Hobbs,  Howard  Horvath,  Rich 
Hoyer,  Eugene  Hunn,  Jon  Isacoff,  Stuart 
Johnston  (S.  Cen.  Washington,  Hood  River), 
Bill  & Nancy  LaFramboise  (Lower  Columbia 
Basin),  Dave  Lauten,  Terry  Little,  Peter  Low, 
Larry  McQueen,  Judy  Meredith,  Ryan  Merrill, 
Tom  Mickel  (Lane),  Craig  & Marilyn  Miller 
(Deschutes,  Jefferson,  Lake),  Steven  Mlodinow, 
Don  Munson,  Russ  Namitz,  Harry  Nehls 
(Oregon),  Vic  Nelson,  Lars  Norgren,  John 
Notis,  Clarence  & Marilyn  O’Leary  (Grant), 
Mike  Patterson  (Clatsop),  Phil  Pickering, 
Sam  Riley,  Douglas  Robinson  (Barton,  Mari- 
on, Polk),  Tim  Rodenkirk  (Coos,  Curry), 
Roger  Robb,  Em  Scattaregia,  Owen  Schmidt, 
Ryan  Shaw,  Kevin  Spencer  (Klamath),  John 
Sullivan,  Paul  Sullivan,  Rick  Taylor,  Dennis 
Vroman  (Josephine), Terry  Wahl,  Michael 
Woodruff,  Charlie  Wright.  O 
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Steven  A.  Glover 
(Doves  to  Wrentit) 

Ed  Pandolfino 
(Thrashers  to  Finches) 

Stephen  C.  Rottenborn 

(Loons  to  Frigatebirds,  Larids  to  Alcids) 

Michael  M.  Rogers 

(Waterfowl  to  Quail,  Herons  to  Shorebirds) 


The  fall  was  warmer  and  drier  than  av- 
erage, with  some  particularly  unusual 
warm  spells  in  October  and  mid-No- 
vember. Likely  due  to  the  mild  weather  con- 
ditions, waterfowl  numbers  were  still  relative- 
ly low  by  the  end  of  the  season.  On  Southeast 
Farallon  Island,  there  were  very  few  migrant 
arrivals  (though  several  notable  rarities,  in- 
cluding a Gray-tailed  Tattler  and  a Bairds 
Sparrow)  through  the  first  week  of  Septem- 
ber. The  following  two  weeks,  however, 
brought  a period  of  high  overcast  that  pro- 
duced large  numbers  of  migrants  on  South- 
east Farallon  Island  and  along  the  coast.  Al- 
though a series  of  disturbances  began  the 
rainy  season  in  late  October,  the  first  strong 
storm  arrived  4-5  November,  causing  an  un- 
precedented movement  of  Fieermanns  Gulls 
inland.  Most  of  the  periods  rain,  however,  did 
not  arrive  until  late  November. 

Abbreviations:  C.B.R.C.  (California  B.R.C.); 
C.C.FS.  (Coyote  Creek  Field  Station,  Santa 
Clara);  C.R.P.  (Cosumnes  River  Preserve, 
Sacramento);  C.Y  (Central  Valley);  FI.  (South- 
east Farallon  1.,  San  Francisco);  G.G.P  (Gold- 
en Gate  Park,  San  Francisco);  H.R.S.  (Hayward 
R.S.,  Alameda);  PRBO  (PRBO  Conservation 
Science);  S.F  (San  Francisco,  not  State  For- 
est); U.C.  (University  of  California).  Reports 
of  exceptional  vagrants  submitted  without 
documentation  are  not  published.  Documen- 
tation of  C.B.R.C.  review  species  will  be  for- 
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warded  to  Guy  McCaskie,  Secretary,  P.O.  Box 
275,  Imperial  Beach,  California  91933.  Birds 
banded  on  FI.  should  be  credited  to  PRBO. 

WATERFOWL 

Two  Snow  Geese  at  Trinity  L.  27  Oct,  with  one 
lingering  through  10  Nov,  comprised  Trinity's 
5th  record;  a Cackling  Goose  there  6-10  Nov 
was  about  the  4th  record  for  the  county  (both 
JSL,  JLx,  DFx,  JEH,  COg).  Also  unexpected 
was  a juv.  Snow  Goose  in  Groveland, 
Tuolumne  14  Nov-r  (Jeanne  Ridgley).  The  only 
blue-morph  Ross’s  Goose  was  at  Gray  Lodge 
N.W.R.,  Butte  22  Nov  (LLu,  CLu).  Found  less 
than  annually  in  Mono,  up  to  2 Cackling 
Geese  were  at  Mono  L.  26  Oct  and  9 Nov 
(JuH).  A Bewick’s  Swan  at  Crowley  L.,  Mono 
30  Nov  (JLD)  was  possibly  the  same  individ- 
ual found  there  four  years  ago.  A 
male  Eurasian  Wigeon  at  Martis 
Creek  L.,  Nevada  and  Placer  25-27 
Sep  (DeR,  Rudy  Darling,  Brian  O’- 
Connor) was  a surprise  for  the  Sier- 
ra Nevada;  another  was  in  Nevada 
along  Bitney  Springs  Rd.  31  Oct 
(Walt  Carnahan).  A rarely  reported 
hybrid,  an  apparent  female  Blue- 
winged Teal  X Northern  Shoveler 
was  photographed  on  El.  8 Sep  (ph. 

Josh  Scullen,  RyT,  JTz).  Also  unusu- 
al was  a Northern  Shoveler  x Gad- 
wall  hybrid  in  Redwood  Shores,  San 
Mateo  19  Oct+  (tRSTh,  Pat  Boor). 

The  only  Eurasian  Teal  was  Contra 
Costas  2nd  at  McNabney  Marsh  11 
Nov  (ph.  Homer  & Judy  Kessler). 

Napa's  male  Ring-necked  Duck  x 
Greater  Scaup  hybrid  returned  to  L. 
Hennessey  for  a 3rd  consecutive  fall 
24  Oct+  (MBe,  FHa).  Tufted  Ducks 
were  reported  from  Stone  Lagoon, 
Humboldt  25  Nov+  (female;  Jeff 
Allen,  KMS)  and  L.  Merritt,  Alameda 
27  Oct+  (returning  male;  ph.  Kristi 
Whitfield,  m.ob.).  Harlequin  Ducks 
inside  S.F  Bay  included  a male  in 
Richmond,  Contra  Costa  6-15  Nov 
Oudi  Cooper,  ES),  a male  returning 
to  Heron’s  Head  Park,  S.F.  23  Sep+ 

(ASH,  Kent  Hainebach,  m.ob.),  and  a 
male  joining  the  resident  male  at  Coyote  Pt., 
San  Mateo  24  Aug-12  Sep  (RSTh);  Monterey's 
summering  female  in  Monterey  harbor  was 
joined  by  a molting  male  2 Sep-r  (DR,  m.ob.). 
Inland  Surf  Scoters  included  a female  at  the 
Lincoln  W.T.R,  Placer  27  Oct-10  Nov  (EP,  ph. 
DeR,  ph.  Phil  Robertson,  m.ob.),  2 at  Kutras 
L.,  Shasta  30  Oct  (RBr),  one  at  Indian  Creek 
Res.,  Alpine  31  Oct  (TEa),  and  one  at  Grant  L., 
Mono  9-16  Nov  OuH,  KNN).  Inland  White- 
winged Scoters  were  at  Grant  L.,  Mono  9 Nov+ 


(female;  JuH,  KNN)  and  O’Neill  Forebay, 
Merced  21-27  Nov  (female;  JCS,  OsJ,  KW). 
Three  summering  Long-tailed  Ducks  lingered 
into  Aug  but  were  not  found  thereafter;  the 
Coyote  Pt.,  San  Mateo  bird  was  found  dead  25 
Aug  (RSTh).  Eleven  others  in  six  counties  in- 
cluded Trinity’s  5th  at  Lewiston  L.  27  Nov 
(Stephen  Long).  A male  Bufflehead  x Com- 
mon Goldeneye  along  Putah  Cr.  near  L. 
Solano,  Solano  and  Yolo  28  Nov  (DKo,  DCo) 
was  also  present  last  fall  and  winter  27  Oct 
2007+  (JCS  et  al);  another  male  of  this  hybrid 
combination  not  published  previously  was  at 
Coyote  Pt.,  San  Mateo  21  Jan  2008  (TRSTh), 
also  a returning  bird.  Alameda's  Barrow’s  Gold- 
eneye X Hooded  Merganser  hybrid  returned  to 
L.  Merritt  for  its  6th  consecutive  winter  17 
Nov+  (Kristi  Whitfield,  m.ob.).  Red-breasted 


Mergansers  far  inland  included  the  summer- 
ing female  at  Mono  L.,  Mono  through  25  Aug  , ; 
QuH,  PJM,  JLD),  a male  at  Goose  L.,  Modoc  27 
Nov  (SCR),  and  a female  at  Dorris  Res.,  Mod- 
oc 28  Nov  (SCR);  16  at  O’Neill  Forebay,  j 
Merced  6 Nov  (PJM)  may  be  the  highest  inland 
count  for  the  state  (JidcJCS). 

LOONS  THROUGH  CORMORANTS 

A Red-throated  Loon  at  Trinity  L.  6-11  Sep 
(TEa,  SAG,  KPa)  provided  a 5th  Trinity  record 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


This  Crested  Caracara,  photographed  30  October  2008,  has  now  become 
essentially  resident  near  Fort  Dick,  Del  Norte  County,  California.  Likely  the 
same  bird  present  since  2005,  it  formerly  moved  southward  in  winter  to 
nearby  Humboldt  County.  Photograph  by  Alan  D.  Barron. 
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and  was  extremely  early;  another  at  Fall  River 
L.  27  Oct-15  Nov  (KAb,  BY,  CY)  was  the  4th 
for  Shasta.  Nine  Pacific  Loons  were  noted  at 
four  inland  locations  27  Oct-15  Nov.  Single 
juv.  Yellow-billed  Loons  were  off  Pacific  Grove, 
Monterey  26  Oct  (TEa,  ph.  DR,  RgW,  m.ob.) 
and  at  Bodega  Bay,  Sonoma  8-30  Nov  (RSa, 
BDP,  CLu,  tLLu,  ph.  m.ob.).  An  individual  at 
San  Luis  Res.  and  O’Neill  Forebay,  Merced  was 
seen  on  multiple  occasions  14  Sep-12  Oct 
(JSL,  m.ob.);  presumably  it  was  one  of  2 seen 
together  at  O’Neill  Forebay  on  14  Nov  (tPJM), 
representing  the  first  state  record  of  multiple 
birds.  Red-necked  Grebes  inland  included  sin- 
gles near  Glenhaven,  Lake  18  Nov  (|RW),  at  L. 
Shastina,  Siskiyou  8-21  Nov  (RE),  and  at  the 
Winters  W.T.P.,  Yolo  19  Oct  (GEw). 

Laysan  Albatrosses  seen  from  shore  includ- 
ed one  at  Pt.  Pinos,  Monterey  5 Aug  (MtB)  and 
the  Pt.  Arena  Cove,  Mendocino  bird,  which  re- 
turned for  a 16th  winter  22  Nov  (Tom  Reid, 
m.ob.);  there  were  10  reports  of  single  indi- 
viduals seen  on  boat  trips.  A juv.  Short-tailed 
Albatross  at  Cordell  Bank,  Marin  8 Aug  (Dave 
Minard,  ph.  Jan  Roletto)  was  the  Region’s  14th 
in  the  past  decade,  a testament  to  recovery  ef- 
forts for  this  species.  Also  increasing  in  recent 
years,  Hawaiian/Galapagos  Petrel  was  repre- 
sented by  three  sightings  off  Ft.  Bragg,  Mendo- 
cino 8 Aug  (ShJ,  ph.  m.ob.);  more  than  half  of 
the  Region’s  18  or  so  records,  most  or  all  of 
which  have  likely  been  Hawaiian  Petrels,  are 
from  Aug.  The  first  Cook’s  Petrels  for  El.  were 
singles  on  31  Aug  (RyT)  and  21  Sep  (tMtB). 

Boat  trips  found  several  rarities  among  the 
large  shearwater  flocks  along  the  cen.  coast 
this  fall.  A Streaked  Shearwater  22  km  nw.  of 
Pt.  Pinos,  Monterey  12  Oct  (TAm,  ph.  TEa, 
m.ob.)  was  the  Region’s  16th,  11  of  which 
have  been  from  Monterey.  Even  rarer,  a 
Greater  Shearwater  9 km  w.  of  Pt.  Lobos, 
Monterey  29  Nov  (ph.  BLS,  SBT,  LTer,  ShJ) 
was  the  Region’s  7th.  A light-morph  Wedge- 
tailed Shearwater  on  23  Aug  was  20  km  ssw. 
of  Ano  Nuevo  Pt.  when  found,  providing  a 
first  record  for  San  Mateo;  this  5 th  Regional 
record  eventually  wandered  across  the  county 
line  into  Santa  Cruz  waters  (TEa,  RT,  RgW, 
DSg,  ph.  JPo).  What  might  have  been  the 
same  bird  was  reported  from  shore  at 
Pescadero  S.B.,  San  Mateo  1 Sep  (tADeM).  A 
Flesh-footed  Shearwater  was  seen  from  shore 
at  Pigeon  Pt.,  San  Mateo  8 Oct  (RSTh).  Shear- 
waters rarely  wander  into  estuarine  settings, 
so  a Sooty  at  H.R.S.  21  Sep  (RJR)  was  re- 
markable. Now  a regular  part  of  our 
nearshore  avifauna,  Manx  Shearwaters  were 
reported  on  eight  occasions.  On  Monterey 
Bay,  singles  were  found  15  & 24  Aug  and  13 
& 25  Sep  (ShJ,  TEa,  DSg,  ph.  JPo),  and  2 were 
present  14  Sep  (RgW,  RT,  TAm,  MJM,  ph. 


Ryan  Phillips).  One  at  EL  24  Aug  (tMtB)  pro- 
vided the  11th  island  record,  and  another  was 
seen  from  shore  at  Pigeon  Pt.,  San  Mateo  31 
Aug  (RSTh).  One  or  2 seen  en  route  to 
Cordell  Bank  16  Nov  (RS,  BDP,  RAR,  m.ob.) 
included  one  in  Sonoma  waters,  providing  a 
2nd  county  record.  Black-vented  Shearwaters 
first  appeared  21  Sep  on  Monterey  Bay,  Santa 
Cruz  (ph.  DR,  RgW),  with  numbers  building 
to  a high  of  3500  during  a 2-hour  seawatch  at 
Pt.  Pinos,  Monterey  20  Nov  (Dave  Tetlow). 

An  Ashy  Storm-Petrel  was  inside  S.E  Bay, 
where  unusual,  at  H.R.S.  25  Sep  (RPD).  Oth- 
erwise, most  storm-petrel  activity  (and  all  of 
the  following  reports)  were  in  Santa  Cruz  wa- 
ters of  Monterey  Bay.  Counts  of  3-5  Wilson’s 
Storm-Petrels  were  made  on  five  dates  23 
Aug-22  Sep  (Monterey  Seabirds,  ShJ).  Leach’s 
Storm-Petrels  are  infrequently  recorded  on 
Monterey  Bay,  being 
much  more  regular  far- 
ther offshore,  so  single 
individuals  13  & 14  Sep 
(ShJ)  were  noteworthy. 

Ashy  Storm-Petrels  were 
in  good  numbers,  peak- 
ing at  10,000  (the  bulk  of 
the  world’s  population) 
on  14  Sep;  in  contrast, 
the  high  count  of  Black 
Storm-Petrels  was  only 
60,  also  on  14  Sep  (ShJ). 

Single  Least  Storm-Pe- 
trels were  reported  23 
Aug  and  13  Sep,  and  4 
were  found  on  5 Oct 
(Monterey  Seabirds,  ShJ). 

Inland  Brown  Pelican  records  have  been  in- 
creasing in  number  in  recent  years  but  are  still 
noteworthy.  Two  at  L.  Hennessey  9 Aug,  with 
one  lingering  through  23  Aug  (C.  Toews, 
GyK,  tMBe,  m.ob.),  provided  a rare  inland 
record  for  Napa.  Others  included  San 
Joaquin’s  3rd  in  Stockton  28  Sep  (Lynette 
Buckman)  and  2-3  at  San  Luis  Res.  and 
O’Neill  Forebay  Merced  14-20  Sep,  with  one 
seen  sporadically  until  22  Nov  (TEa,  JSL, 
KW,  m.ob.).  The  high  coastal  count  was  of 
5000  at  Pillar  Pt.  Harbor,  San  Mateo  17  Sep 
(RSTh).  Rare  so  far  inside  S.E  Bay,  single 
Pelagic  Cormorants  in  Santa  Clara  were  at  the 
Alviso  salt  ponds  13  Sep-i-  Q™  Thomas, 
m.ob.)  and  off  the  Stevens  Cr.  mouth  in 
Mountain  View  19  Oct  (MJM). 

HEROICS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

The  only  Least  Bittern  reports  were  from 
Clear  L.,  Lake.  At  least  one  juv.  and  one  ad.  at 
Rodman  Slough  2-7  Aug  (RbF  et  al.)  were  fol- 
lowed by  2 ads.  and  2 juvs.  1.6  km  upslough 
18  Aug  (Brad  Barnwell);  an  ad.  was  at  the 


Kelsey  Cr.  outlet  5 Sep  (ph.  Brad  Barnwell). 
The  ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  found  in  summer 
along  Alameda  Cr.  in  Fremont,  Alameda  con- 
tinued until  6 Sep  (m.ob.).  Cattle  Egrets  in 
unexpected  locations  included  Lake’s  3rd 
record  along  Reclamation  Rd.  19  Aug  (3 
birds;  DvW,  JRW)  and  14  in  Placer  along 
Brewer  Rd.  29  Nov  (BWb);  coastal  birds  reap- 
peared in  Redwood  Shores,  San  Mateo  12  Aug 
(KrO)  and  in  Santa  Clara  at  Mountain  View  1 
Sep  (Carol  Dienger,  Jide  MDo)  and  Palo  Alto 
20  Sep-8  Nov  (Karen  DeMello,  Kay  Partelow, 
MJM,  m.ob.),  the  latter  joined  by  a 2nd  bird 
17-21  Oct  (WGB  et  al).  A Green  Heron  at 
Tule  Lake  N.W.R.  10  Sep  (SAG)  was  one  of 
few  Modoc  records.  A Glossy  Ibis  along  Brew- 
er Rd.  at  Kempton  Rd.,  Sutter  2 Sep  (ph.  TEa, 
Lisa  Jorgensen)  continues  a string  of  recent 
C.V  reports,  many  of  which  are  still  pending 


C.B.R.C.  acceptance.  Small  numbers  of 
White-faced  Ibis  reached  eight  coastal  coun- 
ties 9 Aug-29  Nov  (m.ob.). 

The  Region’s  9th  Mississippi  Kite,  a juv., 
circled  Hawk  Hill  in  the  Marin  Headlands  be- 
fore heading  northward  25  Oct  (Steve  Bauer, 
ph.  Mary  Malec).  Marin’s  previous  two 
records,  from  the  same  location,  have  also 
been  fall  migrants.  Coastal  migrant  Northern 
Goshawks  included  singles  in  Humboldt  6 Oct 
(TWL)  and  12  Nov  (ad.;  MHa)  and  single 
juvs.  at  Hawk  Hill,  Marin  10  (ph.  John  Gar- 
rett, DVP,  OsJ)  & 11  Oct  (same  bird?;  Steve 
Bauer).  The  usual  passage  of  Broad-winged 
Hawks  past  the  Marin  Headlands  mid- 
Sep-mid-Oct  was  followed  by  a late  juv.  at  Bat- 
tery Godfrey,  S.F.  16  Nov  (MWE,  KMcK, 
DPM,  Andy  Kleinhesselink).  Single  Swain- 
son’s  Hawks  were  reported  in  six  coastal  or 
slightly  inland  counties  from  S.F.  to  Monterey 
6 Sep-14  Oct  (m.ob.).  Harlan’s  Hawks  re- 
turned to  Coyote  Valley,  Santa  Clara  for  a 2nd 
winter  8 Nov-i-  (Ryan  Phillips)  and  Areata, 
Humboldt  16  Nov+  for  a 7th  winter  (DCo,  RbF, 


Black  Turnstones  are  very  rare  inland  in  northern  California.  Remarkably,  this  one  pho- 
tographed on  private  property  in  southern  Kings  County  26  August  2008  made  the  sixth 
county  record.  Photograph  by  Jeff  Seay. 
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Coastal  Mountain  Plovers  are  always  unexpected  and  rarely 
stay  long  in  California,  but  this  juvenile  lingered  along  the 
Santa  Cruz  County  coast  29  October  through  6 (here  2)  No- 
vember 2008,  to  the  delight  of  many  observers.  Photograph 
by  Ron  Wolf. 

DFx,  jCP);  others  were  15  km  e.  of  LeGrand, 
Mariposa  3 Nov  (ad.;  EP,  Zach  Smith),  at 
Hawk  Hill,  Marin  16  Nov  (Ken  Wilson),  and 
at  the  Fresno  W.T.E,  Fresno  25  Nov  (GaW,  BBr 
et  al).  Ferruginous  Hawks  were  well  reported, 
with  the  earliest  at  Ocean  Meadows,  Mendoci- 
no 19  Sep  (KHv,  JHv,  JRW).  The  first  Rough- 
legged Hawk  showed  up  a month  later,  20 
Oct,  in  Sonoma  (Chris  Selvig)  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  a smattering  of  coastal  reports  s.  to 
Santa  Cruz  through  the  period.  The  Del  Norte 
Crested  Caracara  was  nicely  photographed 
near  Ft.  Dick  30  Oct  (ph.  ADB).  Merlin  re- 
ports included  3 early  birds  from  21-31  Aug. 

SHOREBIRDS 

Up  to  10  American  Golden-Plovers  graced  six 
counties  30  Aug-29  Nov,  and  documentation 
was  received  for  all  but  one:  juvs.  at  Areata 
Bottoms,  Humboldt  30  Aug  (tDFx,  JCP)  and 
27  Sep  (tNoah  Burrell);  juvs.  at  the  Salinas 
W.T.E,  Monterey  23  Sep  (tRF),  12  Oct  (ph., 
tOsJ;  RyT),  and  19-22  Oct  (tBLS);  a juv.  at 
Goose  L,  Modoc  27  Sep  (tSCR);  one  at  the 
Gustine  W.T.E,  Merced  15  Oct  (tPJM);  at  least 
one  juv.  at  the  Loleta  Bottoms  19  Oct  and  10- 
11  Nov  (latest  by  three  days  for  Hiimboldt,  t, 
ph.  RbF,  MWa,  KBu);  and  a very  late  juv.  at 
the  Lodi  W.T.E,  San  Joaquin  29  Nov  (tDGY). 
Pacific  Golden-Plovers  were  also  well  report- 
ed 22  Aug-i-,  with  perhaps  the  most  unexpect- 
ed being  one  found  at  night  in  Rossi  Park,  S.E 
3 Nov  (HuC,  PSar),  where  one  had  been 
found  at  night  5 Oct  2006  (v.r.  HuC).  Snowy 
Plover  reports  from  less-expected  inland  loca- 
tions included  one  at  C.R.P.  5 Aug  OTr)  and  3 
singles  in  Placer  27  Aug-11  Sep  (DCa,  DeR, 
KPa).  Coastal  Mountain  Plovers  included  2 at 
Centerville,  Humboldt  23  Oct  (ph.  Kevin 
Brindock)  and  a juv.  at  Wilder  Ranch  29 


Oct-6  Nov  (4th  for  Santa  Cruz',  PDB,  Kim 
Kuska,  DLSu,  ph.  Wendy  Naruo,  m.ob.).  Oth- 
ers reported  away  from  their  regular  Solano 
wintering  areas  included  3 n.  of  Mendota, 
Fresno  4 Sep  (GaW)  and  2 at  Crowley  L., 
Mono  16  Sep  Qaines  & Kay  Wilson). 

Fourteen  Solitary  Sandpipers  in  12  coun- 
ties 6 Aug-21  Sep  was  about  average.  A juv. 
Gray-tailed  Tattler,  the  Region’s  first  and  Cal- 
ifornia’s 2nd,  was  discovered  at  El.  25  Aug 
(ph.,  TRyT;  ph.,  TMtB;  tJTz,  Dave  Logan). 
Three  Whimbrels  at  Clear  L.  6 Sep  constitut- 
ed only  the  3rd  record  for  Lake  (DvW,  JSL). 
Marbled  Godwits  at  unusual  locations  includ- 
ed two  reports  from  Placer,  6 at  the  Lincoln 
W.T.E  19  Aug  (EP)  and  3 at  Lake  Forest  14 
Sep  (EP,  Richard  Carlson),  plus  a single  bird 
at  the  Madera  W.T.E,  Madera  27  Sep  (PFa).  A 
Black  Turnstone  in  s.  Kings  26  Aug  (ph.  JSy) 
was  incredibly  the  6th  for  that  county,  which 
claims  nearly  half  of  all  C.V  records.  Tulare’s 
2nd  Red  Knot,  a juv.  8 km  nw.  of  Allensworth, 
was  nicely  photographed  20  Sep  (ph.  JLt, 
TKz).  Sanderlings  made  a good  inland  show- 
ing, with  first  records  for  three  C.V  counties: 
up  to  5 at  Black  Butte  Res.  6-11  Sep  provided 
firsts  for  both  Tehama  and  Glenn  (tTEa,  tJCS, 
tJSL,  tKPa),  and  one  at  Bobelaine  Audubon 
Sanctuary  18-19  Sep  was  the  first  for  Sutter 
(TDEQ,  FrO).  Other  inland  records  of  note 
included  one  at  Goose  L.,  Modoc  28  Sep 
(SCR),  up  to  9 at  three  locations  in  Placer  25 
Aug-19  Sep,  up  to  19  in  Mono  10  Aug-27 
Sep,  and  up  to  3 w.  of  Alpaugh,  Kings  16-29 
Nov  (Gary  File,  JSL).  Notable  Semipalmated 
Sandpipers  included  Trinity's  6th  at  Trinity  L. 
7 Sep  OCS,  JSL),  the  6th,  7th,  and  8th  records 
for  Lake  near  Clear  L.  31  Aug-6  Sep  (all  juvs.; 
JRW,  FHa,  TEa  et  al.),  and  one  near  Alpaugh, 
Tulare  9 Aug  (TKz).  The  Region’s  5th  Little 
Stint  was  a one-day  wonder  at  Moonglow 
Dairy  (juv.,  Monterey's  2nd;  ph.  TEa;  ph.,  tDR; 
ph.  BHl  et  al).  Baird’s  Sandpipers  were  noted 
as  in  “low  numbers”  in  several  coastal  coun- 
ties but  were  widely  reported  inland  through 
16  Oct,  with  4 at  L.  Almanor,  Plumas  10  Sep 
(BBg,  CPD,  Dennis  Vroman)  being  perhaps 
the  most  notable;  a juv.  at  West  Struve  Slough, 
Santa  Cruz  1 Nov  was  very  late  (RgW).  Pec- 
toral Sandpipers  were  likewise  in  low  num- 
bers coastally  but  made  a strong  showing  in 
Mono.  Both  Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers  were 
juvs.  slightly  inland:  in  Richmond  11  Oct 
(Contra  Costa's  first;  ph.,  tAlan  Krakauer)  and 
at  H.R.S.  13-16  Oct  (ph.  Bob  Brandriff,  ph. 
Steve  Huckabone,  m.ob.).  Santa  Cmz's  Rock 
Sandpiper  returned  to  West  Cliff  Dr.  for  its 
6th  winter  19  Nov+  (SGe,  m.ob.).  A Dunlin  in 
full  breeding  plumage  at  the  Gustine  W.T.E, 
Merced  6 Nov  was  anomalous  (PJM).  A very 
modest  6 Stilt  Sandpipers  were  found  in  four 


counties,  including  2 near  Alpaugh,  Tulare 
17-19  Aug  (SDS  et  al).  Five  juv.  Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers,  well  down  from  the  2007  record 
numbers,  included  singles  near  Ft.  Dick,  Del 
Norte  1-4  Sep  (Lucas  Brug,  ADB),  at  the 
mouth  of  L.  Talawa,  Del  Norte  5-10  Sep  (Lu- 
cas Brug,  ph.  jeS),  along  Carmody  Rd.,  Sono- 
ma 31  Aug-7  Sep  (AWgh,  LHg,  m.ob.),  at  Ab- 
botts  Lagoon,  Marin  28  Aug-1  Sep  (SBT,  LTer 
et  al),  and  in  Alviso,  Santa  Clara  9-10  Sep 
(ph.  WGB  et  al).  Only  7 Ruffs  included  the 
first  record  for  Stanislaus,  up  to  2 at  the  Ceres 
W.T.E  1-4  Sep  (HMR,  m.ob.).  Trinity’s  first 
Red  Phalarope  was  at  Lewiston  L.  6-8  Nov 
(ph.  JSL,  JLx,  FrO);  other  inland  strays  in- 
cluded singles  at  Crowley  L.,  Mono  1 Oct 
(DVP)  and  the  Lincoln  W.T.E,  Placer  7-8  Oct 
(EP,  ph.  Phil  Robertson,  m.ob.)  and  singles  in- 
side S.E  Bay  at  Richmond,  Contra  Costa  15 
Sep  (Jeff  Hoppes)  and  Alviso,  Santa  Clara  28- 
29  Sep  (MMR,  MJM,  RGJ  et  al). 

GULLS  THROUGH  ALODS 

Counts  of  inland  Sabine’s  Gulls,  nearly  all 
juvs.,  more  than  doubled  the  previous  Re- 
gional high  from  2001.  More  than  60  were  in 
Mono  alone  14  Aug-23  Oct,  with  a high  of 
12-1-  at  Crowley  L.  24  Sep  (Steve  Brad,  JuH, 
KNN,  m.ob.).  Among  19  others  inland  were 
2nd  records  for  Napa  at  the  Napa  W.T.E  18 
Sep  OLx,  MBe,  RLCL),  Tulare  8 km  nw.  of  Al- 
lensworth 13-22  Sep  (TKz,  JLt),  Madera  at  the 
Madera  W.T.E  17-18  Sep  (GaW;  2 birds),  and 
Trinity  at  Trinity  L.  11-13  Sep  (KPa,  JSL,  JLx), 
and  14  others  in  Fresno,  Kings,  Merced,  Placer, 
San  Benito,  and  Yolo  12  Sep-7  Oct.  A Laugh- 
ing Gull  at  El.  1 Sep  (JTz,  RyT,  ph.  MtB)  pro- 
vided the  4th  island  record,  whereas  a 
Franklin’s  there  16  Sep  (MtB,  JTz,  RyT)  was 
the  island’s  5th.  In  addition  to  109  Franklin’s 
Gulls  on  Goose  L.,  Modoc  28  Sep  (SCR),  13 
were  in  eight  other  counties  7 Aug-10  Oct. 
On  L.  Tahoe,  one  at  Lake  Forest,  Placer  1 Sep 
(DeR)  and  2 at  Tahoe  Keys,  El  Dorado  9-10 
Oct  (WRi,  TEa,  jeS)  represented  only  the  2nd 
and  3rd  occurrences  for  the  Tahoe  Basin. 

The  season’s  first  strong  storm  brought  first 
records  of  Heermann’s  Gull  to  Shasta,  with  4 
at  Kutras  L.  4 Nov  (Ken  Bachman,  RBr,  BED, 
ph.  BY,  CY),  and  Napa,  with  one  at  L.  Hen- 
nessey 5 Nov  (tMBe,  BDP).  Another  at  Clear- 
lake.  Lake  4 Nov  QSL,  JCS),  with  2 there  the 
next  day  (GEC,  Cheryl  Watson),  was  part  of 
the  same  movement,  but  one  at  O’Neill  Fore- 
bay, Merced  20  Sep  (ph.  KW,  KPa)  was  not.  A 
Western  Gull  x Glaucous-winged  Gull  hybrid 
at  Grant  L.  9-16  Sep  (ph.  JuH,  ph.  KNN)  had 
no  precedent  in  Mono.  A California  Gull  in 
Redwood  City,  San  Mateo  in  Sep  had  been 
banded  in  Alviso,  Santa  Clara  in  Jun  1983,  es- 
tablishing a new  longevity  record  of  25  years 
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and  3 months  (Tom  Goodier).  A first-cycle 
Thayer’s  Gull  at  Goose  L.  27  Nov  (SCR)  was 
Modoc’s  2nd.  An  ad.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
in  Clearlake  1-21  Nov  (ph.  FHa,  tJRW,  m.ob.) 
provided  a first  record  for  Lake;  another  was 
in  Palo  Alto,  Santa  Clara  14  Nov  (ph., 
tMMR).  Two  Glaucous  Gulls  in  Humboldt  in- 
cluded a rather  early  bird  18  Oct  on  the  Mad 
R.  (Brent  Campos). 

An  ad.  Least  Tern  at  the  Hanford  W.T.P., 
Kings  6 Aug  (RH)  may  have  been  from  the 
breeding  site  50  km  away;  the  pair  that  bred  at 
the  Sacramento  Regional  W.T.P.,  Sacramento 
was  last  seen  5 Aug  (CCo,  m.ob.).  The  high 
count  on  S.E  Bay  was  168  in  Fremont,  Alameda 
salt  ponds  13  Aug  (MJM).  Rare  on  the  n.  coast, 
a Black  Tern  at  L.  Talawa  19  Aug  OLx)  was  the 
first  in  Del  Norte  in  a decade.  Common  Tern 
counts  have  been  lower  in  recent  years  than 
historically,  particularly  in  coastal  areas.  This 
season,  30  were  reported  in  four  coastal  and  es- 
tuarine counties  5 Sep-13  Oct,  with  a high  of 
10  at  Crescent  City,  Del  Norte  5 Sep  (ADB,  EiC, 
Lucas  Brag).  In  contrast,  80  in  nine  inland 
counties  17  Aug-3  Oct,  vAth  high  counts  of  21 
at  Clear  L.,  Lake  7 Sep  (TEa,  JRW,  DvW)  and  18 
at  Crowley  L.,  Mono  18  Aug  OLD),  represented 
a very  strong  inland  showing.  Six  at  Trinity  L.  7 
Sep,  with  one  lingering  through  9 Sep  QCS, 
JSL,  JLx,  SAG),  provided  Trinity’s  first  record. 
Santa  Clara's  4th  Arctic  Tern  was  in  Alviso  and 
Sunnyvale  salt  ponds  10-12  Sep  (SCR,  Nellie 
Thorngate  et  al).  A Black  Skimmer  at  Coyote 
Pt.,  San  Mateo  1 Aug  (AME)  was  the  first  for 
this  well-birded  location. 

It  was  a good  season  for  South  Polar  Skuas 
on  Monterey  Bay,  with  a high  count  of  1 1 on 
14  Sep  (ShJ).  Jaeger  numbers  were  low  off- 
shore but  unusually  high  inland,  especially  in 
Mono.  Crowley  L.  hosted  different  Parasitic 
Jaegers  17  Aug  (PJM),  11-19  Sep  (ph.  JuH, 
DHo),  and  24-27  Sep  (Steve  Brad,  KNN, 
JuH),  as  well  as  a Long-tailed  Jaeger  4 Sep 
(ph.  JuH).  Mono  L.  had  single  Parasitics  12 
(KNN)  & 14-17  Sep  (ph.JuH,  KNN)  and  sin- 
gle Long-taileds  30  Aug  and  4 Sep  QuH);  the 
latter  bird  died  the  next  day,  and  its  wings 
were  salvaged.  Other  noteworthy  jaegers  in- 
cluded a Parasitic  on  L.  Tahoe  at  Lake  Forest, 
Placer  17  Sep  (EP,  DCa)  and  Long-taileds  on 
Clear  L.  6 Sep  (Lake’s  4th;  GEC,  JRW,  DvW), 
at  O’Neill  Forebay  and  San  Luis  Res.,  Merced 
14  Sep-8  Oct  (TEa,  KW,  m.ob.),  and  in  Alvi- 
so 9-23  Sep  (Santa  Clara’s  2nd;  ph.  WGB,  ph. 
MMR,  m.ob.). 

Common  Murres  were  in  high  numbers 
well  inside  S.E  Bay  1 Aug-30  Sep.  At  Oyster 
Pt.,  San  Mateo,  29  on  2 Aug  included  3 ads.  ac- 
companied by  young  (RSTh),  the  first  time 
this  has  been  observed  so  far  s.  in  the  Bay. 
Elsewhere,  singles  were  in  Benicia,  Solano  14 


Aug  (EPi)  and  13  Sep  (ph.  Thomas  Harris),  7 
each  were  at  H.R.S.  and  in  Santa  Clara,  and  4 
were  in  Contra  Costa.  Even  rarer  so  far  inside 
S.E  Bay  were  single  Pigeon  Guillemots  at 
H.R.S.  1-4  Aug  (RJR,  ADeM)  and  Coyote  Pt., 
San  Mateo  6 Aug  and  5 & 25  Sep  (RSTh),  with 
2 at  Oyster  Pt.,  San  Mateo  2 Aug  (RSTh).  Small 
numbers  of  Xantus’s  Murrelets  were  reported 
on  six  boat  trips;  all  were  of  the  race  scrippsi 
except  for  5 hypoleucus  seen  along  with  6 
scrippsi  and  3 unidentified  Xantus’s/Craveri’s 
Murrelets  on  Monterey  Bay,  Santa  Cruz  5 Oct 
(ShJ).  Seawatching  from  Pt.  Pinos,  Monterey 
produced  2 Xantus’s  Murrelets  10  Oct  (DR, 
RC)  and  2 on  26  Oct  (TEa,  RgW,  DR).  The 
lone  Horned  Puffin  reported  was  w.  of  Cypress 
Pt.,  Monterey  14  Sep  (RgW,  RT,  TAm). 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

A Band-tailed  Pigeon  at  Pine  Creek  Basin, 
Modoc  14  Sep  (jTr)  may  be  the  first  ever 
recorded  in  the  Warner  Mts.  Three  Eurasian 
Collared-Doves  at  South  Lake  Tahoe,  El  Dora- 
do 19  Nov  (WRi)  have  the  dubious  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  first  to  be  reported  in  the 
Tahoe  Basin.  Seven  White-winged  Doves  16 
Aug-22  Sep  were  all  coastal,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  at  Lee  Vining,  Mono  8-10  Sep 
(Reena  X,  JuH,  KNN).  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos 
are  very  rarely  detected  along  the  coast,  yet 
one  13-14  Sep  at  El.  (]lz,  RyT,  MtB),  where 
there  is  nowhere  for  a cuckoo  to  hide,  was  the 
27th  to  be  found  there.  A calling  Western 
Screech-Owl  at  Lee  Vining,  Mono  24  Nov 
(JuH)  was  one  of  few  found  in  the  Mono 
Basin.  Of  7 Burrowing  Owls  on  EL  30  Nov,  3 
had  been  banded  there  during  the  fall  of  2007 
(PRBO).  Single  Barred  Owls  at  Summit  L., 
Lassen  N.P.  9 Aug  (GSL,  LPL)  and  Redding  12 
Nov  (ph.  Randy  Bush)  provided  the  first 
records  for  Shasta.  Long  overdue,  Del  Norte's 
first  Long-eared  Owl  was  banded  and  pho- 
tographed at  the  Doe  Flat  Trailhead  17  Sep 
(ph.  RbF,  Marisa  Parish,  Amy  Amones).  Rare 
near  the  coast,  a Lesser  Nighthawk  was  at  Big 
Basin  Redwoods  S.P.,  Santa  Cruz  4 Sep 
(DLSu).  Humboldt’s  Whip-poor-will  at  Willow 
Creek  persisted  until  the  2nd  week  of  Oct 
(Marla  Shull).  A Black  Swift  at  O’Neill  Fore- 
bay, Merced  (KW)  21  Sep  was  a rare  find  for 
the  C.V  An  ad.  male  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbird was  a stellar  find  at  Nevada  City  23- 
31  Aug  (Rudy  Darling,  ph.  Brian  O’Connor, 
m.ob.).  Although  it  is  just  the  9th  to  be  found 
in  the  Region,  it  is  the  2nd  for  lightly  birded 
Nevadal  A well-described  male  Calliope 
Hummingbird  at  Lincoln,  Placer  18  Nov 
(tPhil  Robertson)  was  extraordinarily  late  for 
the  Region.  A Williamson’s  Sapsucker  on  Dry 
Creek  Rd.  25-26  Sep  (Phil  Henderson)  was  a 
long-anticipated  first  for  Sonoma.  A Hairy 


Woodpecker  28  Sep  at  C.R.P.  QTr),  just  the 
4th  found  there  in  20  years  of  surveys,  illus- 
trates the  scarcity  of  this  species  on  the  C.V. 
floor  and  as  a migrant  in  general.  Most  unex- 
pected was  Monterey's  first  White-headed 
Woodpecker,  found  18  Sep  at  Chews  Ridge  by 
visiting  birders  from  Ontario  (Brad  Clements, 
tKayo  Roy).  A Pileated  Woodpecker  11  Sep  at 
Pine  Cr.,  Modoc  OTr)  was  just  the  2nd  ever 
found  in  the  Warner  Mts. 

A Willow/Alder  Flycatcher  captured  and 
measured  on  El.  13  Sep  (ph.  MtB,  JTz)  had 
measurements  apparently  intermediate  be- 
tween Alder  and  Eastern  Willow.  Six  Least  Fly- 
catchers were  recorded  on  El.  8 Sep-6  Oct.  Of 
7 others  reported,  only  singles  at  Pine  Creek 
Basin,  Modoc  11  Sep  (*JTr)  and  Gonzales,  Mon- 
terey 18-19  Sep  (ph.  KW)  were  documented. 

Four  Eastern  Phoebes,  3 of  them  in  Santa 
Cruz  and  the  other  in  San  Mateo,  were  found 
24  Oct-17  Nov.  A total  of  41  Tropical  King- 
birds was  tallied,  including  a very  early  bird 
24  Aug  on  El.  Each  was  along  the  coast,  or 
nearly  so,  except  for  one  near  Fairfield  25  Nov 
that  provided  Solano’s  3rd  record  (Tim  Jenk- 
ins). One  at  Richmond  11  Oct  OeEf  Hoppes, 
ph.  DWN)  was  just  the  2nd  documented  for 
Contra  Costa.  Notably  late-lingering  Western 
Kingbirds  included  singles  7 Oct-6  Nov  at 
Merced  N.W.R.,  Merced  (PJM),  22  Nov  in  the 
Areata  bottoms,  Humboldt  (latest  for  nw.  Cali- 
fornia by  nearly  a month;  Leslie  Tucci,  Lauren 
Tompkins,  ph.  Dave  Spangenburg),  and  22-29 
Nov  at  Lodi,  San  Joaquin  (tJCS,  ph.  LTer,  SBT, 
JSL,  DGY,  m.ob.).  Ten  coastal  Eastern  King- 
birds, including  3 in  S.F.,  were  recorded  9 
Aug-29  Sep.  Six  Blue-headed  Vireos  were  re- 
ported, but  just  3,  all  from  EL  9-16  Sep,  were 
documented  and  await  C.B.R.C.  review  (tJTz, 
TMtB,  RyT,  Andy  Kleinhesselink).  A Philadel- 
phia Vireo  was  well  described  from  the  Big  Sur 
R.  mouth,  Monterey  24  Sep  (tDVP);  2 more 
were  briefly  described  from  Humboldt  15  & 27 
Sep  (tMHa,  tKI).  Six  Red-eyed  Vireos  reached 
the  coast  8-27  Sep. 

A very  unusual  incursion  of  Steller’s  Jays 
reached  the  C.V  floor  26  Oct-9  Nov,  with  at 
least  21  birds  reported  in  Butte,  Placer,  Sacra- 
mento, and  Yuba.  At  least  some  of  these  birds 
persisted  well  into  the  winter  season.  A Yel- 
low-billed Magpie  at  Soquel  5-6  Nov  (DLSu, 
Tom  Butcher)  represented  just  the  9th  Santa 
Cruz  record  since  1955.  Twenty-five  Purple 
Martins  at  the  Mad  River  Ranger  Station  8 
Aug  (TWL)  bested  Trinity’s  previous  high 
count  of  6.  A Chestnut-backed  Chickadee  at 
Dinosaur  Pt.  near  San  Luis  Res.  5 Oct  (SAG) 
was  an  apparent  first  for  Merced.  Other  way- 
ward Chestnut-backed  Chickadees  were  at 
Discovery  Park,  Sacramento  10  Sep  (Dan 
Williams)  and  Corral  Hollow  Rd.,  San  Joaquin 
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11  Nov  (4-3  birds;  EP).  Very  rare  on  the  im- 
mediate coast,  an  Oak  Titmouse  was  at  Bode- 
ga Bay,  Sonoma  7-13  Oct  (BDP,  TE,  RAR,  DN). 
Single  Dusky  Warblers  at  Pt.  Isabel,  Rich- 
mond, Contra  Costa  9 Oct  (TES,  ph.  BLe  et 
al.)  and  Antonelli  Pond,  Santa  Cruz  16-18  Oct 
(OsJ,  RyT,  ph.  MtB,  JCS,  SGe,  Adam  Searcy, 
m.ob.)  were  the  first  to  be  found  in  the  Re- 
gion since  2004  and  would  represent  the  8th 
and  9th  Regional  records  if  they  pass  muster 
with  the  C.B.R.C.  Astonishingly,  the  Santa 
Cruz  bird  was  found  at  the  exact  site  as  the 
first  county  record  in  1997!  A single  Moun- 
tain Bluebird  was  on  outer  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin 
21  Oct  (RS).  An  early  Hermit  Thrush  reached 
the  C.V.  at  C.R.E  1 Aug  OTr)- 

THRASHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Four  Gray  Catbirds  included  an  individual 
continuing  from  summer  through  15  Sep  at 
Natural  Bridges  S.B.,  Santa  Cruz  (BRa,  RRa, 
DLSu,  m.ob.),  one  at  Campbell  Cove,  Sonoma 
16-19  Sep  (BDP,  AWgh,  m.ob.),  one  in  G.G.R 
20  Sep  (BFi,  m.ob.),  and  another  on  El.  25-28 
Sep  (PRBO).  A Northern  Mockingbird  near 
Goose  L.  27  Nov  (SCR)  was  a rare  Modoc  find. 
Other  mockingbirds  in  unexpected  locations 
included  one  in  Big  Basin  Redwoods  S.P.,  San- 
ta Cniz  14  Aug  (DLSu)  and  another  at  Usal 
Beach  Campground,  Mendocino  30  Sep  QCS, 
JSL).  A Sage  Thrasher  near  Burney  16  Aug 
(KBu,  Debby  Dailey  Anderson)  was  Shasta's 
2nd.  Other  Sage  Thrashers  were  on  El.  13-17 
Sep  (PRBO),  near  Byron,  Contra  Costa  11  Nov 
(Hugh  Harvey,  Eugenia  Larson),  and  at  H.R.S. 
31  Oct-2  Nov  (]im  Chiropolos,  Derek  Heins, 
ph.  Bob  BrandrifO.  Brown  Thrashers  were 
along  Hardy  Cr.,  Mendocino  20  Sep  (JRW)  and 
at  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  14-26  Oct  (RS,  MtB, 
DWN).  The  coast  saw  a spectacular  fallout  of 
Red-throated  Pipits  14  Oct-11  Nov,  with  at 
least  25  individuals  from  Humboldt,  Marin, 
S.E,  San  Mateo,  Santa  Clara,  Monterey,  and 
Santa  Cruz.  The  2 (or  possibly  3)  birds  at 
Crissy  Field  14-22  Oct  provided  a first  record 
for  S.E  (HuC,  m.ob.).  Al!  Red-throated  Pipits 
were  coastal  except  for  one  in  Gilroy,  Santa 
Clara  17-20  Oct  (SCR,  RWR,  MMR,  MJM).  In 
addition,  we  received  three  well-documented 
reports  of  the  Asian  (japonicus)  subspecies  of 
American  Pipit:  San  Mateo's  first  at  Redwood 
Shores  27  Oct  (tRSTh,  tKrO,  ph.  JMD),  at 
Salinas  W.T.E,  Monterey  29  Oct  (ph.  BLS),  and 
on  EL  29  Oct  (Mark  Dettling,  JTz,  Tim  Gui- 
da).  A single  Bohemian  Waxwing  played 
hide-and-seek  with  birders  19-22  Nov  at 
South  Lake  Tahoe,  El  Dorado  (Susan  Steven- 
son, Don  Harriman,  ph.  WRi). 

Overall,  it  was  an  excellent  season  for  war- 
blers, with  numbers  and  variety  both  high. 
Coastal  counties  from  S.E  north  reported  ex- 


ceptional numbers,  while  Santa  Cruz  and  Mon- 
terey judged  their  seasons  unremarkable.  Near- 
ly all  the  more  regular  “eastern”  warblers  ex- 
ceeded their  16-year  averages.  We  tallied  39 
Tennessee  Warblers,  57  Chestnut-sideds,  24 
Magnolias,  15  Blackburnians,  72  Blackpolls,  39 
Northern  Waterthrushes,  and  a remarkable  77 
American  Redstarts,  the  highest  for  that  species 
since  1999.  Eleven  Ovenbirds  was  nearly  twice 
the  16-year  average  and  also  our  highest  total 
since  1999.  Eight  Virginia’s  Warblers  and  8 
Northern  Parulas  also  exceeded  recent  aver- 
ages. The  only  regular  eastern  vagrants  with 
low  numbers  were  Black-and-white  Warbler 
(24,  a bit  low)  and  Palm  Warbler  (79,  less  than 
half  the  average).  Even  some  of  the  rarer 
species  were  present  in  unusually  high  num- 
bers. We  had  7 Prothonotary  Warblers,  6 Bay- 
breasteds,  6 Cape  Mays,  6 Hoodeds,  and  8 
Canadas.  Black-throated  Blue  and  Prairie  War- 
blers bucked  the  trend,  with  7 and  5 respec- 
tively, both  numbers  well  below  average. 

A Blue-winged  Warbler  on  F.I.  17  Sep 
showed  signs  of  introgression  with  Golden- 
winged (tJTz,  tMtB,  tRyT);  previously,  the  is- 
land had  single  records  of  Blue-winged  and 
Blue-winged  x Golden-winged.  Southeast 
Farallon  1.  also  produced  our  only  Golden- 
winged Warbler  14  Sep  (tJTz,  tMtB,  tRyT, 
Andy  Kleinhesselink).  The  only  Tennessee 
Warbler  in  a non-coastal  county  was  along 
Putah  Cr.,  Yolo  9 Sep  OTr)-  Lucy’s  Warblers 
were  at  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  29  Sep  (RS)  and  Coy- 
ote Pt.,  San  Mateo  8 Oct  (RSTh).  Both  our  in- 
land Northern  Parulas  were  at  C.R.E:  one  a 
male  continuing  from  summer  to  2 Oct  OTr, 
CCo)  and  a different  bird  27  Sep  QTr).  Chest- 
nut-sided  Warblers  near  Eagle  L.,  Lassen  12 
Sep  (RPD,  ph.  SAG)  and  at  North  Davis  Farm 
Ponds,  Yolo  6 Oct  (SCH)  were  the  only  ones 
away  from  coastal  counties.  A Magnolia  War- 
bler on  Reclamation  Rd.  17  Sep  was  Lake’s 
2nd  (GEC).  Three  Black-throated  Blue  War- 
blers in  Mendocino  were  the  3rd,  4th,  and  5th 
records  for  that  county.  One  Black- throated 
Green  Warbler  was  in  Monterey,  Monterey  1 
Oct  (tSarah  & Jerry  Lane)  and  another  was  in 
G.G.E  12  Nov  (PJM,  TDominik  Mosur).  A 
Palm  Warbler  along  the  American  R.  Parkway 
23-25  Sep  (DKo,  ph.  CCo,  m.ob.)  was  the  4th 
for  Sacramento.  The  American  R.  Parkway 
also  provided  our  only  inland  Bay-breasted 
Warbler  20-21  Sep  (JML,  ph.  CCo,  m.ob.), 
the  4th  for  Sacramento.  On  Reclamation  Rd., 
Lake  got  its  overdue  first  Blackpoll  Warbler 
16  Sep  (tJRW).  A Prothonotary  Warbler  in  Ft. 
Bragg  18  Nov  (tKHv)  was  probably  only  the 
3rd  for  Mendocino.  One  Worm-eating  Warbler 
was  at  Pt.  Reyes  11  Sep  (RS);  another  at 
C.C.ES.  16-17  Nov  (b.,  ph.  Gina  Barton, 
MMR,  MJM,  RGJ)  was  Santa  Clara’s  2nd.  The 


well-described  and  sketched  Ovenbird  at  Red 
Bluff  Recreation  Center  16  Sep  (tDan 
Williams)  was  a first  for  Tehama.  Notable 
Northern  Waterthrushes  were  at  Pine  Cr. 
Basin,  Modoc  12  Sep  (]Tr)  and  San  Felipe  L., 
San  Benito  21-22  Sep  (DLSh).  A Connecticut 
Warbler  that  hit  a window  in  Brentwood  3 
Oct,  if  accepted  by  the  C.B.R.C.,  would  be  a 
first  for  the  C.V,  a first  for  Contra  Costa,  and 
one  of  very  few  inland  records  for  the  Region 
(ph.  Lindsay  Wildlife  Museum,  fide  SAG). 
The  bird  was  released  9 Oct.  Mourning  War- 
blers (all  pending  C.B.R.C.  acceptance)  were 
on  EL  14-17  Sep  (PRBO,  tMtB),  at  Big  Sur  R. 
mouth,  Monterey  20  Sep  (SBT,  LTer,  ph.  OsJ), 
and,  a first  for  Sonoma,  at  Campbell  Cove  30 
Sep  (ph.  David  Hoffman,  BDP). 

TANAGERS THROUGH  FINCHES 

Fourteen  Summer  Tanagers  was  a total  not 
seen  in  at  least  the  past  16  years.  All  were 
coastal  except  for  a male  at  Upper  San  Leandro 
Res.,  Contra  Costa  8 Aug-2  Sep  (Tim  Howe, 
ph.  Jeff  Hoppes,  m.ob.).  A female  Scarlet  Tan- 
ager  was  at  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  14  Sep  Qudi  Sier- 
ra, TKvG).  American  Tree  Sparrows  were  at  Pt. 
Reyes,  Marin  12  (Cin-Ty  Lee,  JLw,  MSk)  & 16 
Oct  (RS),  Half  Moon  Bay,  San  Mateo  12-14  Oct 
(RSTh  et  al).  King  Salmon,  Humboldt  2 Nov 
(SMcA),  and  near  Alturas,  Modoc  28  Nov 
(SCR).  Sixty-two  Clay-colored  Sparrows  was 
right  on  our  16-year  average.  Mainland  S.E’s 
first  Black-throated  Sparrow  was  present  6-16 
Sep  at  the  Presidio  (Andy  Kleinhesselink;  ph., 
tMWE;  JM,  m.ob.).  A 2nd  S.E  Black-throated 
Sparrow  at  Ft.  Mason  27  Sep  might  have  been 
a different  bird  (both  were  imms.).  Santa 
Cruz’s  2nd  Black-throated  Sparrow  was  at  the 
U.C.  Santa  Cruz  Arboretum  22  Aug  (ph.  Carla 
Galloway),  and  its  3rd  was  at  Natural  Bridges 
S.B.  25-28  Sep  (PDB,  SGe,  LGo,  m.ob.).  An- 
other coastal  Black- throated  Sparrow  was  at 
Coyote  Pt.,  San  Mateo  26  Sep  (RSTh),  and 
Sonoma  got  its  2nd  record  in  Healdsburg  8-11 
Oct  (Gail  Roper,  BDP,  DN).  Three  Lark 
Buntings  was  well  below  average:  singles  on 
El.  22-24  Aug  and  13-18  Sep  (both  PRBO)  and 
one  at  Coyote  Pt.,  San  Mateo  8 Oct  (RSTh). 
Single  Baird’s  Sparrows  on  EL  3-4  (tRyT, 
tMtB,  tJTz,  Dave  Logan)  & 14  Sep  (ph.,  tRyT; 
MtB,  JTz,  Andy  Kleinhesselink)  would  consti- 
tute the  5th  and  6th  state  records,  if  accepted 
by  the  C.B.R.C.  All  but  one  of  the  C.B.R.C.-en- 
dorsed  records  have  come  from  EL  We  re- 
ceived 29  Swamp  Sparrow  and  108  White- 
throated  Sparrow  reports.  Harris’s  Sparrows 
were  in  Santa  Cruz,  Santa  Cruz  13  Nov-i-  (KAr, 
Jeb  Henley,  ph.  Bruce  Barrett,  m.ob.),  Occiden- 
tal, Sonoma  16-23  Nov  (Roger  Marlowe),  Rich- 
mond, Contra  Costa  16-24  Nov  (Sheila  Dickie, 
ph.  BLe,  ph.  Jim  Scarff , m.ob.),  and  Lanphere 
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Dunes,  Humboldt  24  Nov  (Carol  Ralph,  fide 
CJR).  A Golden-crowned  Sparrow,  which  was 
presumably  summering  near  Lincoln,  Placer 
10  Aug,  expired  shortly  after  being  pho- 
tographed (ph.  Phil  Robertson).  Our  archives 
contain  21  records  of  likely  summering  Gold- 
en-crowneds  (records  from  mid-Jun  through 
Aug)  since  1962. 

The  only  McCown’s  Longspur  was  at  Pt. 
Reyes,  Marin  26-28  Oct  (RS,  Bob  McLean). 
Alpine's  first  Chestnut-collared  Longspur  was 
near  Indian  Creek  Res.  31  Oct  (TEa).  Other 
Chestnut-collareds  were  at  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  15 
Oct  (RS)  and  at  Areata  Bottoms,  Humboldt  16 
Oct  (KI).  Lapland  Longspurs  were  widespread 
from  mid-Sep  to  mid-Oct,  with  approximately 
400  birds  reported  from  36  locations  in  12 
counties.  Of  the  20  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks,  2 
were  well  inland:  one  along  the  American  R. 
Parkway,  Sacramento  10  Sep  (Dan  Williams) 
and  one  at  South  L.  Tahoe,  El  Dorado  4 Oct 
(ph.  TEa).  Ten  Indigo  Buntings  included  Plac- 
er’s 3rd  n.  of  L.  Tahoe  19  Sep  (tEP,  DCa).  A 
Dickcissel  was  at  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  12  Sep  (RS). 
All  20  Bobolinks  were  coastal  except  for  a bird 
near  Chico,  Butte  25-27  Oct  OHS,  tBED,  ph. 
SHu).  Rusty  Blackbirds  in  Lucas  Valley,  Marin 
20  Oct  (Natalie  Simi)  and  at  Coyote  Pt.,  San 
Mateo  15-16  Nov  (ph.JM  etal.)  await  C.B.R.C. 
acceptance.  Fourteen  Orchard  Oriole  reports  is 
our  highest  total  since  1999,  but  most  were  fe- 
males or  imms.  reported  without  details.  One 
exception  was  Santa  Clara’s  first,  an  ad.  male  at 
Sunnyvale  Baylands  Park  27  Aug  (tRKe,  PKe). 
The  only  Baltimore  Oriole  was  in  Capitola, 
Santa  Cruz  3-11  Nov  (DLSu).  Several  ob- 
servers from  throughout  the  Region  reported  a 
moderate  invasion  of  Pine  Siskins  in  Oct  that 
seemed  to  fade  by  the  end  of  the  season.  An 
Oriental  Greenfinch  on  El.  11  Oct  (TMtB)  is 
subject  to  C.B.R.C.  review.  This  species  is  on 
the  state  Supplemental  List  based  on  a 1986- 
1987  record  from  Humboldt. 

Cited  contributors  (county  coordinators  in 
boldface):  Roger  Adamson  (Yolo),  Ken  Able, 
Tim  Amaral,  Kumaran  Arul,  Alan  D.  Barron 
(Del  Norte),  Bob  Battagin,  Murray  Berner 
(Napa),  William  G.  Bousman  (Santa  Clara) 
Matthew  Brady,  Beverly  Brock,  Phil  D.  Brown, 
Ray  Bruun,  Ken  Burton,  Rita  Carratello,  Den- 
nis Cavallo,  George  E.  Chaniot,  Daryl  Coldren, 
Luke  W.  Cole  (Kings),  Chris  Conard  (Sacra- 
mento), Eileen  Cooper,  Hugh  Cotter,  Rudy 
Darling  (Nevada),].  Michael  Danzenbaker,  Jeff 
N.  Davis  (Madera),  A1  DeMartini,  Bruce  E. 
Deuel  (n.  C.V  counties),  Colin  P.  Dillingham, 
Matthew  Dodder,  Jon  L.  Dunn,  Robert  P. 
Dunn,  Todd  Easterla,  Mark  W.  Eaton  (San 
Francisco),  Alan  M.  Eisner,  Ray  Ekstrom 
(Siskiyou),  Gil  C.  Ewing,  Peter  Fahey,  Brian 


Fitch,  David  Fix,  Rick  Fournier  (RF),  Rob 
Fowler  (RbF;  Humboldt),  Steve  Gerow  (Santa 
Cruz),  Steve  A.  Glover  (Contra  Costa),  Lois 
Goldfrank,  Kevin  Guse,  Melody  Hamilton, 
Steve  C.  Hampton,  Rob  Hansen,  Jim  T.  Havle- 
na,  Karen  A.  Havlena,  Floyd  Hayes,  Bill  Hill, 
Justin  Hite,  Alan  S.  Hopkins,  Debbie  House, 
Scott  Huber,  Lisa  Hug,  John  E.  Hunter  (Trini- 
ty), Ken  Irwin,  Richard  G.  Jeffers,  Oscar  John- 
son, Guy  Kay,  Robert  J.  Keiffer  (Mendocino), 
Roland  Kenner,  Pat  Kenny,  Dan  Kopp,  Tony 
Kurz,  Jeri  M.  Langham,  Robin  L.  C.  Leong 
(Solano),  Bob  Lewis,  John  Lewis,  Tom  W. 
Leskiw,  Gary  S.  Lester,  Lauren  P.  Lester,  Cindy 
Lieurance,  Leslie  Lieurance,  John  Lockhart, 
Jim  Lomax,  John  S.  Luther,  Michael  J.  Mam- 
moser,  Sean  McAllister,  J.  Mac  McCormick 
(Plumas  and  Siena),  Kevin  McKereghan,  Peter 
J.  Metropulos  (Son  Mateo),  Monterey  Seabirds, 
Joseph  Morlan,  Dan  E Murphy,  Dan  Nelson, 
David  W.  Nelson,  Kristie  N.  Nelson  (Mono), 
Chet  Ogan,  Frances  Oliver  (San  Joaquin),  Kris 
Olson,  Ed  Pandolfino  (Placer),  Kathy  Parker, 
Benjamin  D.  Parmeter,  Eric  Pilotte,  Jeff  Poklen, 
Gary  W.  Potter  (Fresno),  Jude  C.  Power,  David 
E.  Quady,  C.  John  Ralph,  Harold  M.  Reeve, 
Robert  W.  Reiling,  Will  Richardson,  Robert  J. 
Richmond  (Alameda),  Don  Roberson  (Mon- 
terey), Michael  M.  Rogers,  Deren  Ross, 
Stephen  C.  Rottenborn,  Ruth  A.  Rudesill 
(Sonoma),  Paul  Saraceni,  Rusty  Scalf,  Jeff  Seay, 
Debra  L.  Shearwater,  Shearwater  Journeys, 
Dan  Singer,  Mike  Skram,  Keith  M.  Slauson, 
Jim  H.  Snowden,  Rich  Stallcup,  John  C.  Ster- 
ling (Modoc,  Alpine,  and  Calaveras),  Rich  Stall- 
cup,  Brad  Stovall  (Lassen),  Emilie  Strauss, 
David  L.  Suddjian  (Santa  Cruz),  Brian  L.  Sul- 
livan, Steven  D.  Summers  (Tulare),  Richard 
Ternullo,  Linda  Terrill,  Ryan  Terrill  (Marin), 
Scott  B.  Terrill,  Ronald  S.  Thorn,  Jim  Tietz 
(EL),  John  Trochet,  Steve  Umland  (Tuolumne), 
Kent  Van  Vuren  (Merced  and  San  Benito), 
David  Vander  Pluym  (Mariposa),  Matt  Wachs, 
Bruce  Webb,  Alan  Wight,  Dave  Woodward, 
Jerry  R.  White  (Lake),  Alan  Wight,  Roger 
Wolfe,  Gary  Woods,  Dave  Woodward,  David 
G.  Yee,  Bob  & Carol  Yutzy  (Shasta).  Many 
more  observers  are  not  specifically  cited;  all  are 
appreciated.  @ 


Stewn  A.  Glover,  6526  Conestoga  Lane 

Dublin,  California  94568,  (countylines@sbcgiobal.net) 

Ed  Pandolfino,  5530  Delrose  Court 

Carmichael,  California  95608,  (erpfromca@aol.com) 

Stephen  C Rottenborn 

983  University  Avenue,  Building  D 

Los  Gatos,  California  95032 

(srottenborn@harveyecology.com) 

Michael  M.  Rogers 

499  Novato  Avenue,  Sunnyvale,  California  94086 
(m.m.rogers@comcast.net) 


GET  DOWN 
AND  DIRTY 
F 0 R 

AMERICA. 

Ancf  when  you  get  you  hands 
dirty  in  programs  like  National 
Public  Lands  Day,  you  help 
spruce  up  your  beautiful  lands. 
Last  year,  on  this  day,  nearly 
80,000  volunteers  built  trails, 
bridges,  planted  native  trees 
and  removed  trash. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  help, 
go  to  www.npld.com  or  call 
800-VOL-TEER  (800-865-8337). 

HELPING  HANDS 
FOR  AMERICA’S  LANDS 
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The  seasons  highlight  was  a Bluethroat 
that  appeared  on  San  Clemente  Island 
in  mid-September,  a first  for  California 
and  the  Lower  48  United  States.  Other  excep- 
tional rarities  included  a Cerulean  Warbler 
and  a Black-billed  Cuckoo.  Additional  va- 
grants appearing  in  greater-than-expected 
numbers  included  Worm-eating  Warbler, 
Scarlet  Tanager,  and  Dickcissel.  The  good 
coverage  generally  afforded  the  deserts  of 
Inyo  County  and  Kern  County  extended  as 
well  to  the  Mojave  Desert  of  San  Bernardino 
County  this  fall,  with  several  notable  rarities 
in  that  area,  including  the  county’s  first  Red- 
throated  Pipit  and  Dusky-capped  Flycatcher. 
The  fall  saw  minor  to  nonexistent  flights  of 
boreal  and  montane  species  in  the  Region. 
Similarly,  water  bird  movements  were  gener- 
ally unremarkable,  apart  from  a large  souther- 
ly push  of  Common  Murres  and  a substantial 
inland  passage  of  Sabine’s  Gulls. 

Abbreviations:  G.H.R  (Galileo  Flill  Park  in 
extreme  e.  Kern);  N.E.S.S.  (n.  end  of  the 
Salton  Sea,  Riverside);  P.M.N.A.S.  (Point 
Mugu  N.A.S.,  Ventura);  PR  (Piute  Ponds,  Ed- 
wards A.EB.,  ne.  Los  Angeles);  S.E.S.S.  (s.  end 
of  Salton  Sea,  Imperial);  'VA.EB.  (Vandenberg 
A.EB.,  nw.  Santa  Barbara);  VC.G.P.  (Ventura 
County  Game  Preserve  near  Pt.  Mugu  N.A.S., 
Ventura).  Because  most  rarities  in  s.  California 
are  seen  by  multiple  observers,  only  the  ob- 
server(s)  initially  finding  and/or  identifying 
the  bird  are  included.  Documentation  for 
species  on  the  California  Bird  Records  Com- 
mittee (C.B.R.C.)  review  list  (<www. 
californiabirds.org>)  is  forwarded  to  the 
C.B.R.C.  and  archived  at  the  Western  Foun- 
dation of  Vertebrate  Zoology  in  Camarillo. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
CORMORANTS 

A few  Tundra  Swans  were  found  in  the  n.  half 
of  the  Region,  with  one  in  Baker,  San 


Bernardino  16  Nov  (BD)  being  the  southern- 
most. The  earliest  of  the  wintering  Eurasian 
Wigeons  was  a male  in  Huntington  Beach, 
Orange  28  Sep  (DC).  A summering  Harlequin 
Duck  at  Cayucos,  San  Luis  Obispo  remained 
through  13  Oct  (MLS),  and  another  was  at 
San  Miguel  1.  28  Aug  (RMcM).  White-winged 
Scoters  remain  rare  on  the  coast,  with  2 off 
Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  16  Nov  (KBr)  being  the 
only  ones  reported.  Reports  of  scoters  inland 
included  a Surf  Scoter  on  L.  Havasu,  San 
Bernardino  9 Nov  (PEL)  and  2 more  at  S.E.S.S. 
25  Nov  (GMcC),  2 White -winged  Scoters  on 
L.  Havasu  25  Oct  (PEL,  BLC)  and  another  at 
Pleasant  Valley  Res.  near  Bishop,  Inyo  11  Nov 
(BJK),  and  a Black  Scoter  on  L.  Havasu  6 Nov 
(PEL).  A Long-tailed  Duck  at  La  Jolla,  San 
Diego  9 Nov  (GMcC)  was  the  only  one  re- 
ported. A Barrow’s  Goldeneye  at  FC.R.  16 
Nov  OEP)  was  at  an  unusual  location,  and  a 


This  hatch-year  Sandhill  Crane,  one  of  three  found  on  the 
Southern  California  coast  this  fall,  was  photographed  in 
Rancho  Santa  Fe,  San  Diego  County  on  30  October  2008  af- 
ter having  arrived  in  the  area  fifteen  days  earlier;  it  re- 
mained into  the  winter.  Photograph  by  Thomas  A.  Blackman. 

male  photographed  at  Quail  L.  28  Nov-4  Dec 
(KLG)  provides  the  first  documented  record 
for  Los  Angeles  as  well  as  being  the  500th 
species  found  in  that  county — more  bird 
species  than  have  been  reported  in  most  states 
and  provinces. 

The  only  report  of  a migrant  Pacific  Loon 
inland  was  that  of  one  at  Quail  L.  28  Nov-19 
Dec  (KLG).  A Red-necked  Grebe  in  Santa  Bar- 
bara 29  Nov  (WTF)  was  the  only  one  found 
on  the  coast,  but  another  was  inland,  where 
much  rarer,  at  Searles  L.,  San  Bernardino  20 
Oct  (SH).  A Laysan  Albatross  photographed 


at  the  “9  Mile  Bank”  off  San  Diego  27  Aug 
(RH)  was  unexpectedly  close  to  shore.  Two  ■ 
Cook’s  Petrels  over  Arguello  Canyon  75  km  w.  i 
of  Pt.  Arguello,  Santa  Barbara  3 Sep  QSF)  | 
were  in  an  area  where  small  numbers  can  be  |; 
expected.  Single  Flesh-footed  Shearwaters  j 
were  off  Morro  Bay,  San  Luis  Obispo  5 Oct 
(BKS),  10  km  n.  of  Santa  Cruz  1.  13  Oct  i 

(WTF)  and  30  km  w.  of  La  Jolla  1 Nov  (PEL).  | 

Single  Manx  Shearwaters  were  seen  from  j 
shore  at  Cayucos  19  Oct  QSR)  and  Pt.  Vi- 
cente, Los  Angeles  4 Aug  (MSanM).  A Wilson’s 
Storm-Petrel,  rare  off  Southern  California, 
was  at  the  “60  Mile  Bank”  off  Los  Angeles  4 
Sep  OSF).  Very  few  Least  Storm-Petrels  were  J 
reported,  but  one  landed  on  a yacht  off  n.  San  - 
Luis  Obispo  9 Sep  (Pacific  Wildlife  Care),  4 ;; 

were  at  the  “14  Mile  Bank”  off  Orange  20  Sep 
(MS),  and  10  were  at  the  “9  Mile  Bank”  off 
San  Diego  16  Sep  (DPo). 

Six  Red-billed  Tropicbirds  were  encoun- 
tered w.  of  the  Channel  Is.  during  the  fall 
(WTH).  A Red-tailed  Tropicbird  pho-  j 
tographed  248  km  wsw.  of  Pt.  Conception,  i 
Santa  Barbara  17  Aug  (WTH)  was  far  off- 
shore, where  probably  regular.  A Blue-footed 
Booby,  most  unusual  along  the  coast,  was 
photographed  43  km  off  San  Diego  23  Aug 
(DPo,  TRS).  The  only  reports  of  Brown  Booby 
were  of  a single  bird  at  the  Cortez  Bank  62  km  ! 
wsw.  of  San  Clemente  1.  5 Oct  (WTH),  an  ad. 

6 km  w of  San  Clemente  1.  4 Nov  (MHS),  and 
an  imm.  at  La  Jolla  9 Nov  (GMcC).  An  imm. 
Red-footed  Booby  that  rode  a sport  fishing 
boat  from  off  nw.  Baja  California  into  San 
Diego  Bay  29  Sep  (]McD)  remained  until  the 
following  morning  (DWA).  A Neotropic  Cor- 
morant, a casual  visitor  to  se.  California,  was 
at  Fig  Lagoon  near  Seeley,  Imperial  24  Oct-17 
Dec  (GMcC),  with  2 there  5-11  Nov  (KZK). 

HERONSTHROUGH 

OYSTERCATCHERS  , 

A Tricolored  Heron  at  Bolsa  Chica,  Orange  16- 
31  Oct  (GG)  was  the  only  one  reported.  Two 
Reddish  Egrets  at  RM.N.A.S.  5 Sep,  with  one  \ 
remaining  through  25  Nov  (DPe),  were  the  ; 
only  members  of  the  species  found  n.  of  San 
Diego  and  Orange,  where  now  regular.  At  least 

4 Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons  remained  in 
Imperial  Beach,  San  Diego  through  the  period 
(GMcC),  and  an  ad.  was  in  Ventura  15  Aug  j, 
(SG).  Five  Glossy  Ibis  were  found  in  the  Im- 
perial Valley,  Imperial  between  1 & 15  Aug 
(TE,  GMcC,  PAG).  Six  Wood  Storks  at  S.E.S.S. 

5 Sep  (GMcC)  were  the  latest  this  year. 

A juv.  Mississippi  Kite  remained  on  Point 
Loma,  San  Diego  11-18  Sep  (MJB).  A Harris’s 
Hawk  was  around  Warner  Springs,  San  Diego 
19  Sep-t  (EE,  JCH,  KL);  the  provenance  of 
such  birds  generates  much  discussion.  Single 
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More  than  the  usual  number  of  Sabine's  Gulls  passed  through  the  interior  of  the  South- 
ern California  region  in  September  2008,  including  this  juvenile  on  Lake  Havasu,  San 
Bernardino  County  on  6 September.  Photograph  by  Stephen].  Myers. 


migrant  Broad-winged  Hawks  were  along  the 
coast  at  Arroyo  Grande,  San  Luis  Obispo  9 Oct 
(BKS),  El  Segundo,  Los  Angeles  22  Sep  (KLG), 
near  San  Dimas,  Los  Angeles  13  Sep  (AKL), 
and  at  Huntington  Beach,  Orange  10  Oct 
(JEP),  and  inland  at  Morongo  Valley,  San 
Bernardino  12  Sep  (BD).  A count  of  108 
Swainson’s  Hawks  at  Borrego  Springs,  San 
Diego  30  Oct  (MJ)  was  an  impressive  number 
for  so  late  in  the  fall,  and  one  near  Seeley  9 
Nov  (PEL)  was  the  latest  migrant  this  year. 
Wintering  Zone-tailed  Hawks  along  the  coast 
included  returning  ads.  in  Ojai,  Ventura  20 
Sep-r  (DR)  and  near  Escondido,  San  Diego  1 
OctH-  (TS),  along  with  an  ad.  inland  near  El 
Centro,  Imperial  19  Sep+  (KZK);  single  birds 
at  G.H.P  22  Sep  OMo).  over  Pine  Mt.,  Kent  19 
Oct  (KP),  and  near  El  Centro  25  Nov  (KZK) 
were  evidently  on  the  move.  A Harlan’s  Hawk 
near  Seeley  20  Nov  (DRW)  was  believed  to  be 
the  same  bird  as  was  present  last  winter.  A 
Rough-legged  Hawk  at  Lucerne  Valley,  Smi 
Bernardino  10  Nov  (ETT)  was  the  southern- 
most of  the  5 reported.  The  long-staying 
Crested  Caracara  in  the  Tijuana  R.  valley,  San 
Diego  was  still  present  21  Nov  (GMcC). 

Single  Sandhill  Cranes  at  P.M.N.A.S.  11 
Nov-h  (NL),  over  Irvine,  Orange  18  Oct 
(KBe),  and  over  San  Elijo  Lagoon  15  Oct 
(CM)  then  at  nearby  Rancho  Santa 
Fe/Fairbanks  Ranch,  San  Diego  25  Oct-i-  (RK) 
were  on  the  immediate  coast,  where  now 
considered  casual  to  accidental. 

Only  2 American  Golden-Plovers  were  re- 
ported: a juv.  on  the  coast  at  the  Santa  Maria 
R.  mouth,  San  Luis  Obispo/Santa  Barbara  9-21 
Sep  (WTF,  CAM)  and  another  inland  near 
Ripley,  Riverside  24  Oct  QCS).  Single  Pacific 
Golden-Plovers  in  Goleta  30  Aug-1  Sep 
(MAH)  and  7-15  Sep  (KBra)  and  at  San  Elijo 
Lagoon  9 Aug- 24  Sep  (BC)  were  believed  to  be 
migrants,  while  up  to  4 at  Guadalupe,  Santa 
Barbara  12  Oct+  (WTF),  at  least  2 on  the  Ox- 
nard Plain,  Ventura  16  Sep+  (DVP),  4 at  Seal 
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Beach  Naval  Weapons 
Station,  Orange  late  Nov-i- 
(RS),  up  to  2 in  Hunting- 
ton  Beach  13  Aug-r  (PK), 
and  up  to  3 near  Imperial 
Beach  14  Aug+  (RTP) 
were  wintering  locally. 
The  only  Mountain 
Plover  on  the  coast  was 
one  on  the  Oxnard  Plain 
11-20  Oct  (DD);  one  in- 
land near  Tecopa,  Inyo  24 
Oct-10  Nov  (ADeM)  was 
away  from  any  area  of 
regular  occurrence.  A rel- 
atively pure-looking 
American  Oystercatcher 
was  around  Point  Loma  22  Sep-2  Oct  (DPo), 
and  a “cleaner”  looking  bird  was  there  1 Nov-r 
(TWH);  however,  the  majority  of  white-bel- 
lied oystercatchers  in  California  show  some 
degree  of  hybrid  derivation. 

SANDPIPERS 
THROUGH  MURRELETS 

Thirty-four  Solitary  Sandpipers  on  the  coast 
was  more  than  expected.  The  only  Ruddy 
Turnstones  inland,  and  away  from  the  Salton 
Sea,  were  3 at  Owens  L.,  Inyo  24  Aug  (SLS)  and 
one  at  Daggett,  San  Bernardino  18  Sep  (BD).  A 
Red  Knot,  rare  inland  away 
from  the  Salton  Sea,  was 
near  Yermo,  San  Bernardino 
26  Aug  (BD).  A Sanderling, 
scarce  inland,  was  near  Lan- 
caster, Los  Angeles  18  Sep 
(KLG),  another  was  at  Silver 
Lakes,  San  Bernardino  17-18 
Aug  (HBK),  5 were  found 
around  DaggettA'ermo  6-7 
Sep  (TB),  and  one  was  at 
Desert  Center  21  Sep 
(CMcG).  Twenty  juv.  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers  on  the 
coast  in  Aug-Sep  was  less 
than  expected,  as  was  a total 
of  6 in  the  e.  half  of  the  Re- 
gion, with  one  near  Yermo  1 
Oct  (MSanM)  being  the  lat- 
est. Numbers  of  Baird’s  Sand- 
piper appeared  about  aver- 
age, with  most  in  Sep,  but 
the  latest  was  one  at  Paramount,  Los  Angeles 
28  Oct  (KGL).  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  de- 
cidedly scarce  on  the  coast,  with  only  25  re- 
ported between  5 Sep  and  2 Nov.  Single  Stilt 
Sandpipers,  rare  anywhere  away  from  the 
Salton  Sea,  were  on  the  coast  at  Santa  Maria, 
Santa  Barbara  29  Aug-5  Sep  (WTF),  Goleta  30 
Aug  (KBra),  V.C.G.P  31  Oct  (DPe),  and  Long 
Beach,  Los  Angeles  14  Aug  (KSG),  and  inland 
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near  State  Line,  San  Bernardino  20  Sep  (JL).  A 
Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  at  the  Santa  Maria  R. 
mouth  29-31  Aug  (MLS)  was  the  only  one 
found  this  fall.  A Ruff  was  near  Chino,  San 
Bemardino/Riverside  28  Aug-2  Sep  QEP),  and 
4 more  were  around  S.E.S.S.  between  1 Aug 
and  8 Oct  (TE,jPS,  GG). 

A Franklin’s  Gull  in  Oceano,  San  Luis  Obis- 
po 9 Oct  (BSiMB)  and  another  at  L.  Murray, 
San  Diego  29-30  Nov  (CH)  were  along  the 
coast;  25  elsewhere  in  the  Region  between  16 
Aug  and  30  Oct  were  fewer  than  expected. 
Reports  of  Heermann’s  Gulls  inland  away 
from  the  Salton  Sea  included  one  close  to  the 
coast  on  Cachuma  L.,  Santa  Barbara  15  Oct 
(MJK),  up  to  2 at  Silver  Lakes  20-29  Oct 
(BD),  one  photographed  at  Zzyzx,  San 
Bernardino  5 Nov  (MB),  and  another  at  Desert 
Center  26  Nov  (DVP).  A Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  was  on  the  coast  at  Dana  Point,  Orange 
11  Nov  (RMcN),  and  inland  2 were  around  L. 
Perris,  Riverside  23  Nov+  (N63:MF);  another, 
believed  to  be  the  same  bird  present  here  last 
winter,  was  at  S.E.S.S.  24  Oct+  (GMcC). 
Sabine’s  Gulls  were  noticeably  more  numer- 
ous than  expected  inland,  with  more  than  40 
reported  between  30  Aug  and  3 Oct,  includ- 
ing 14  together  near  Lancaster  19  Sep  OLD). 

Twelve  Least  Terns  in  Chula  Vista,  San 
Diego  17  Sep  (RTP)  and  3 near  Imperial  Beach 


18  Sep  (RTP)  were  unusually  late.  The  latest 
of  the  Gull-billed  Terns  at  Bolsa  Chica,  Or- 
ange were  3 on  23  Aug  (DB).  All  three  jaegers 
were  found  inland,  with  a subad.  Pomarine 
on  L.  Havasu  29  Sep  (PEL),  a Parasitic  there 
29-30  Sep  (PEL),  and  4 more  on  the  Salton 
Sea  between  5 & 21  Sep  (GMcC),  and  an  ad. 
Long-tailed  at  Owens  L.  6 Aug  (DJH)  and  a 
juv.  on  L.  Havasu  24  Sep-8  Oct  (LH). 
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A few  Red-throated  Pipits  are  found  along  the  Padfic  coast  in  most  falls;  the  species 
is  exceptionally  rare  inland,  however,  so  this  one  in  Baker,  San  Bernardino  County, 
California,  photographed  on  the  second  day  of  its  20-21  September  2008  stay,  was  a 
significant  find.  Photograph  by  Stephen  J.  Myers. 


SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


With  populations  of  Cerulean  Warblers  in  steep  decline,  the  species  is  becoming  increasingly  scarce  as  a vagrant  to  California; 
this  one  in  Oceano,  San  Luis  Obispo  County  on  20  October  2008  was  only  the  second  in  California  (and  first  in  the  Southern 
California  region)  since  1997.  Photograph  by  Matt  Brady. 


Unprecedented  numbers  of  Common  Mur- 
res  moved  into  Southern  California  waters  in 
Oct,  as  indicated  by  counts  of  210  at  La  Jolla 
11  Oct  (WTH).  A Pigeon  Guillemot  at  Pt. 
Dume,  Los  Angeles  17  Aug  (KLG)  and  anoth- 
er at  San  Clemente  1.  2 Aug  (JCF)  were  un- 
usually far  south.  Two  Craveris  Murrelets, 
scarce  in  California  waters  in  recent  years, 
were  photographed  15  km  s of  Pt.  Loma,  San 
Diego  4 Oct  (SNGH). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

At  least  40  White-winged  Doves  along  the 
coast  and  on  the  Channel  Is.  between  6 Aug 
and  the  end  of  the  period  appeared  more 
than  normal.  A Black-billed  Cuckoo  in 
Huntington  Beach  14  Oct  QEP)  provides  the 
6th  record  for  Southern  California.  A Black 
Swift  picked  up  in  San  Luis  Obispo  8 Oct 
(CD)  was  late  for  a fall  migrant.  A Chimney 
Swift  in  Long  Beach  23  Aug  (KGL)  was  a lin- 
gering bird  from  the  summer,  but  one  in 
Sunland,  Los  Angeles  19  Aug  (KLG)  and  an- 
other in  Harbor  City  12  Sep  (BED)  appeared 
to  be  on  the  move.  A Broad-billed  Hum- 
mingbird freciuented  a feeder  in  Arroyo 
Grande  31  Oct-i-  (CL). 

An  Acorn  Woodpecker  on  San  Clemente  1. 
6 Nov  (MWY)  and  a recently  dead  one  at 
Crystal  Springs  in  the  Kingston  Range,  Inyo  4 
Oct  (TEW,  LLA)  were  unexpected.  Single 
Williamson’s  Sapsuckers  in  Ventura  18  Nov-r 
(DVP)  and  Chula  Vista,  San  Diego  3 Nov 
(MS)  were  on  the  coast,  where  rare,  another 
in  Sylmar,  Los  Angeles  25  Oct.  (DMa)  was  in 
the  coastal  lowlands,  and  one  at  Zzyzx  3-28 


Nov  (BD)  was  far  out  in  the  desert.  Twelve 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  were  found  scat- 
tered throughout  the  Region,  with  the  earliest 
being  one  at  Crystal  Spring  1-4  Oct  QEP). 

A Western  Wood-Pewee  in  Huntington 
Beach  10  Nov  QEP)  was  very  late.  Least  Fly- 
catchers, rare  but  regular  in  fall,  were  near 
Cantil,  Kern  24  Sep  (MSanM),  at  Inyokern 
25-28  Sep  (SLS),  and  at  Zzyzx  17  Sep  (CAM), 
and  coastally  at  Montana  de  Oro  S.  P.  8 Oct 
(SS).  Migrant  Eastern  Phoebes  were  at  Cali- 
fornia City,  Kern  5 Oct  (TEW,  LLA),  near 
Cantil  7 Oct  (MSanM),  at  Pt.  Loma  9 Oct 
(DWA),  and  at  Orange  20  Oct  (NAG);  win- 
tering birds  were  near  Seeley  26  Oct-i-  (KZK) 
and  at  Santee,  San  Diego  26  Nov+  (RG,  JK).  A 
Dusky-capped  Flycatcher  at  Zzyzx  17  Nov-6 
Dec  (DG)  established  the  hrst  record  for  San 
Bernardino',  one  in  La  Mirada,  Los  Angeles  25 
Nov-r  OoP)  was,  surprisingly,  the  hrst  return- 
ing winterer  to  be  found  in  California.  Seven- 
teen Tropical  Kingbirds  were  noted  on  the 
coastal  slope  after  15  Sep;  additional  birds 
were  at  S.E.S.S.  20  Sep  (BG)  and  11  Nov+ 
(GMcC).  Eastern  Kingbirds  were  near  Imperi- 
al Beach  1-4  Aug  (DMo),  Point  Loma  10-13 
Sep  (DWA),  Santa  Barbara  1.  13-14  Sep 
(WTF),  and  on  the  e.  Mojave  Desert  at  Cedar 
Canyon,  Sati  Bernardino  16  Sep  (RM  et  ah). 

VIREOS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

A White-eyed  Vireo,  casual  in  fall,  was  at  Pt. 
Loma  1 1-27  Sep  (DWA).  A brightly  plumaged 
Bell’s  Vireo  near  Pt.  Hueneme,  Ventura  19  Oct 
showed  characters  of  the  nominate  e.  sub- 
species (TEW,  LLA).  Blue-headed  Vireos  were 


found  on  Pt.  Loma  21-22  Oct  (SES,  DPo)  and 
in  Los  Osos,  San  Luis  Obispo  11  Nov-7  Dec 
QSR).  Single  Yellow-throated  Vireos  were 
near  Lancaster,  Los  Angeles  18  Sep  (KLG, 
JFG)  and  in  Orange  at  Laguna  Niguel  3 Oct 
(RMcN)  and  Huntington  Beach  14  Nov-r 
(LO).  Red-eyed  and  Yellow-green  Vireos  have 
occurred  in  roughly  equal  numbers  in  recent 
falls,  a far  cry  from  the  situation  30  years  ago, 
when  Red-eyeds  were  more  numerous  than 
they  are  now.  This  year,  Red-eyeds  were  along 
the  coast  in  Santa  Barbara  at  Solvang  19  Sep 
(WTF)  and  Carpinteria  5 Oct  (MH),  on  Pt. 
Loma  27  Sep  QMa)-  arid  inland  at  G.H.P.  30 
Sep  (S63rDR).  Yellow-greens  were  in  Carpinte- 
ria 5-14  Oct  OEL),  VA.EB.  30  Oct  CMC), 
Long  Beach  11-12  Sep  (KSG),  and  Pt.  Loma 
21-22  Sep  (MJB). 

Very  early  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  were  at 
Oceano  26  Aug  (MLS),  near  Imperial  Beach 
29  Aug  (DWA),  and  in  Rowland  Heights,  Los 
Angeles  6 Sep  (AKL).  The  passerine  highlight 
of  the  season  was  surely  the  Lower  48  United 
States’  first  Bluethroat,  found  at  Lemon  Tank, 
San  Clemente  l.’s  premier  vagrant  trap,  14-18 
Sep  QTS  et  ah);  this  species  was  certainly  an- 
ticipated to  occur  in  the  state,  as  all  other 
Alaska-breeding  passerines  that  normally 
winter  in  the  Old  World  have  been  found  here 
(some  regularly);  it  is  unclear,  of  course, 
whether  such  individuals  originate  from  Alas- 
ka or  from  ne.  Asia.  A Wood  Thrush,  the  4th 
ever  for  Kent,  was  at  G.H.P.  9 Oct  (K&BK).  A 
very  cooperative  Gray  Catbird  remained  at 
Morro  Rock,  San  Luis  Obispo  10-30  Nov 
(TME);  4 others  were  on  the  n.  deserts  28 
Sep-6  Nov,  and  another  was  on  the  Carrizo 
Plain,  San  Luis  Obispo  13  Nov  (DMcD).  The 
only  Brown  Thrasher  was  on  Pt.  Loma  23 
Nov  (MJB). 

An  Eastern  Yellow  Wagtail  in  Goleta  1-2 
Sep  (NAL)  was  a first  for  Santa  Barbaia  and 
only  the  Region’s  6th.  An  excellent  showing  of 
Red-throated  Pipits  took  place  this  fall,  with  a 
minimum  of  16  individuals  noted  (in  all 
coastal  counties  except  Orange,  and  including 
Santa  Barbara  and  San  Clemente  Is.)  5 Oct-18 
Nov.  As  this  species  t)q)ically  occurs  coastally, 
additional  individuals  on  the  n.  deserts  at  Bak- 
er, San  Bernardino  20-21  Sep  (TB)  and 
Shoshone,  Inyo  1 Oct  OEP)  were  of  great  in- 
terest. American  Pipits  of  the  Asian  subspecies 
japonicus  often  appear  in  autumns  with  big 
movements  of  Red-throateds;  however,  only 
one  such  report  was  received  this  year,  a sin- 
gle bird  at  Port  Hueneme,  Ventura  30  Oct  (DV, 
LH).  Sprague’s  Pipits  are  now  known  to  win- 
ter regularly  in  agricultural  areas  the  se.  part 
of  the  Region,  with  this  year’s  first  seen  near 
Calipatria  11  Nov  (TE)  and  up  to  5 there  by 
16  Nov;  it  is  still  casual  elsewhere  as  a fall  va- 
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SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


This  Worm-eating  Warbler  at  San  Dieguito  County  Park,  San  Diego  County  31  October  2008  stayed  into  the  winter  (here  16 
November)  and  was  one  of  a remarkable  eight  recorded  in  the  Southern  California  region  in  fall  2008.  Photographs  by 
Matthew  Matthiessen. 


grant,  with  birds  this  fall  at  Fenner,  San 
Bernardino  28  Sep-1  Oct  (TB,  GCH),  G.H.E  8- 
9 Oct  OS),  Irwindale,  Los  Angeles  16-17  Oct 
(AKL),  and  Santa  Barbara  I.  21  Oct  (WTF). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Warblers  always  captivate  the  interest  of  bird- 
ers during  the  fall  period.  Outstanding  rarities 
during  the  season  are  detailed  immediately 
below,  after  which  we  summarize  records  for 
the  regularly  occurring  scarce  migrants.  Two 
Blue-winged  Warblers  were  found  in  Inyo: 
one  at  Crystal  Spring,  Kingston  Mts,  16-20 
Sep  QEP)  and  another  at  China  Ranch  1 1 Oct 
(SLS).  A Pine  Warbler  was  in  Del  Mar,  San 
Diego  10  Nov  (SES),  with  more  to  be  noted  in 
the  winter  season  report.  Five  Bay-breasted 
Warblers,  twice  the  recent  seven-year  mean, 
included  birds  at  Cambria,  San  Luis  Obispo  20 
Sep  (OJ),  Harbor  R.  R,  Harbor  City,  Los  Ange- 
les 12  Oct  (MJB),  Santa  Barbara  1.  22  Oct 
(WTF),  and  inland  at  Tecopa,  Inyo  4 Oct 
(TEW,  LEA)  and  G.H.P.  9 Oct  (SG).  One  of 
the  season’s  outstanding  rarities  was  a 
Cerulean  Warbler  at  Oceano  20  Sep  QL);  this 
species’  overall  population  decline  is  mirrored 
in  its  reduced  pattern  of  westward  vagrancy: 
this  year’s  bird  was  the  Region’s  8th  but  the 
first  (and  only  California’s  2nd)  since  1997. 
An  astonishing  8 Worm-eating  Warblers  were 
found  this  fall,  with  2 different  birds  in  Ven- 
tura 16  Oct  (RMcM)  and  22-27  Nov  (MR),  2 
different  wintering  birds  in  San  Diego  3 1 Oct+ 
(SB,  SW)  and  21  Nov-r  (BM),  and  singles  at 
EC.R.  4 Oct  (C&RH),  Baker  4-12  Oct  (AEK), 
Daggett,  San  Bernardino  17-22  Oct  (HLJ),  and 
Riverside  7 Nov+  (CAM).  A Mourning  War- 
bler, less  than  annual  in  the  Region,  was  at 
Crystal  Spring  20  Sep  OLD). 

It  was  a lukewarm  fall  for  most  of  the  “reg- 
ular vagrant’’  warblers.  Twelve  Tennessee  War- 
blers were  along  the  coast  1 Sep-14  Oct,  with 

5 more  on  the  n.  deserts  16  Sep-12  Nov. 
Eleven  Virginia’s  Warblers  wandered  to  coastal 
areas  30  Aug-4  Oct,  with  another  at  Crystal 
Spring  16-17  Sep  OEP).  Of  the  7 coastal  Lucy’s 
Warblers  found  7 Aug-1  Nov,  4 were  in  Los 
Angeles.  The  only  coastal  Northern  Parula  was 
at  Refugio  State  Beach,  Santa  Barbara  8 Sep 
(WTF);  8 more  were  on  the  n.  deserts  16 
Aug-12  Nov.  Eighteen  Chestnut-sided  War- 
blers on  the  coast  13  Sep-t-  were  augmented  by 

6 on  the  n.  deserts  13  Sep-18  Oct.  Ten  Mag- 
nolia Warblers  were  on  the  coastal  slope  1 
Oct-26  Nov,  with  6 more  on  the  n.  deserts  26 
Sep- 19  Oct.  Surprisingly,  only  2 Black-throat- 
ed  Blue  Warblers  were  found  along  the  coast 
(5-13  Oct),  but  5 were  on  the  n.  deserts  5 

I Oct-8  Nov,  and  another  was  on  the  s.  deserts 

I at  Borrego  Springs,  San  Diego  13  Oct  (AK), 

I The  only  Black-throated  Green  Warblers 


found  were  at  Harbor  Regional  Park  12  Oct 
(MJB)  and  Coronado,  San  Diego  15  Oct  (MS). 
Six  Blackburnian  Warblers  were  along  the 
coast  13  Sep-13  Nov;  others  were  in  Bishop  9- 
13  Oct  O&DP)  and  near  Seeley,  Imperial  10 
Nov  (TE).  The  season’s  10  Prairie  Warblers 
were  all  coastal,  1 Sep-13  Oct.  Twenty-one 
Palm  Warblers  along  the  coast  23  Sep+  fol- 
lowed an  exceptionally  early  bird  at  Arroyo  de 
la  Cruz,  San  Luis  Obispo  18  Aug  (RHZ);  5 ad- 
ditional birds  were  on  the  deserts  1 Oct-12 
Nov.  Thirty-three  Blackpoll  Warblers  were  on 
the  coastal  slope  10  Sep-27  Oct,  with  addi- 
tional late  birds  at  the  San  Jacinto  W.A.,  River- 
side 2-11  Nov  (CAM)  and  La  Mesa,  San  Diego 

21  Nov  QMcM);  5 more  were  on  the  Mojave 
Desert  16  Sep-28  Oct,  and  another  in  Brawley, 
Imperial  13  Sep  (BK)  established  the  first  fall 
record  for  the  Imperial  Valley. 

A below-average  movement  of  Black-and- 
white  Warblers  included  22  on  the  coastal 
slope  12  Sep-i-  and  another  5 on  the  deserts  2 
Sep-25  Oct.  In  contrast,  American  Redstarts 
appeared  in  numbers  above  the  recent  seven- 
year  mean,  with  33  birds  on  the  coastal  slope 

22  AugH-  and  16  on  the  deserts  2 Sep-15  Oct. 
An  exceptional  8 Prothonotary  Warblers  were 
along  the  coast  20  Sep-2  Nov,  and  others 
were  at  Morongo  Valley,  San  Bernardino  30 
Aug-7  Sep  (MG,  WT),  Baker  28  Sep  (BD), 
and  G.H.P.  30  Sep-1  Oct  (S&DR).  Six  Oven- 
birds  were  along  the  coast  11  Sep-17  Oct, 
with  3 others  on  the  n.  deserts  28  Sep-7  Oct. 
Eighteen  Northern  Waterthrushes  on  the 
coastal  slope  30  Aug-r  were  nearly  matched  by 
16  on  the  deserts  22  Aug-12  Oct.  Hooded 


Warblers,  always  very  rare  in  fall,  were  in  the 
Santa  Ynez  Mts.,  Santa  Barbara  18  Sep 
(WTF),  at  Oceano  23  Sep  (BKS),  and  near 
Taft,  Kent  27  Oct  (DW).  Seven  Canada  War- 
blers, all  coastal,  were  found  12  Sep-30  Oct. 
Painted  Redstarts  at  Bonelli  R.R,  Los  Angeles  6 
Oct+  (RC),  Monrovia,  Los  Angeles  20  Nov-i- 
(TB),  and  Pt.  Loma  18  Sep-i-  (SMB)  were  all 
returning  wintering  birds.  Not  out  of  range, 
but  rarely  reported,  an  apparent  Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler  x Townsend’s  Warbler  hy- 
brid was  well  described  from  Arcadia,  Los  An- 
geles 8 Oct  (TEW).  Back  for  its  3rd  winter  was 
a Hepatic  Tanager  in  Imperial  Beach  1 Nov+ 
(EE,  CH).  An  exceptional  showing  of  Scarlet 
Tanagers  involved  different  birds  in  San  Diego 
11  Oct  (DS)  and  29  Nov+  (GMcC),  on  Pt. 
Loma  13  Oct  (SES),  Santa  Barbara  1.  23  Oct 
(WTF),  San  Clemente  1.  5 Nov  QTS),  Prado 
Regional  Park  26  Nov  (HBK),  and  Hunting- 
ton  Beach  29  Nov-3  Dec  (ES). 

An  American  Tree  Sparrow  in  Huntington 
Beach  26  Oct  (LO)  was  early  and  only  the  2nd 
for  Orange'  another  was  at  Twentynine  Palms, 
San  Bernardino  11-12  Nov  (TB).  Eleven  Clay- 
colored  Sparrows  were  reported  along  the 
coast  28  Sep-16  Nov,  with  7 more  on  the 
deserts  19  Sep-24  Nov.  A migrant  Black- 
chinned  Sparrow  on  Santa  Barbara  1.  13  Sep 
(WTF)  was  at  an  unusual  locality.  The  only 
Lark  Buntings  reported  were  at  Carpinteria  10 
Sep  (AL)  and  in  Bishop  5 Nov  (J&DP).  The 
first  of  up  to  3 wintering  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrows  at  Seal  Beach  N.W.R.,  Orange  ar- 
rived by  16  Oct  QF);  others  were  in  Imperial 
Beach  12  Nov+  0N,JTS)  and  Mission  Bay,  Sail 
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This  Drckdssel  at  Newberry  Springs,  San  Bernardino  County,  photographed  on  the  second  day  of  its  1-2  October  2008  stay, 
was  one  of  14  scattered  throughout  southern  California  this  fall.  Photograph  by  Stephen].  Myers. 


Diego  15  Nov-t-  QiR)-  CJp  to  3 migrant 
Grasshopper  Sparrows  were  at  and  near  EC.R. 
4-5  (JLD)  & 22  Oct  (JEP).  The  earliest  of  6 
Swamp  Sparrows  was  at  G.H.P.  18  Oct  (KHL). 
Eive  Harris's  Sparrows  were  found  on  the 
deserts,  the  earliest  being  in  Ridgecrest,  Kern 
6 Nov  (LS)  and  the  southernmost  being  at 
S.E.S.S.  13-29  Nov  (MLK).  Longspurs  ap- 
peared in  only  modest  numbers;  the  only  Mc- 
Cown’s  was  near  Calipatria  11-19  Nov  (TE). 
Of  some  15  Lapland  Longspurs  reported,  one 
in  Imperial  Beach  5 Oct  (GMcC)  was  quite 
early.  A Snow  Bunting  found  dead  s.  of  Emi- 
grant Pass,  Death  Valley  N.P.  15  Nov  (PhJ) 
was  only  the  5th  ever  found  in  the  Region. 

Sixteen  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  on  the 
coastal  slope  15  Sep+  were  nearly  matched  by 
15  on  the  deserts  9 Sep-11  Dec.  A Blue  Gros- 
beak at  China  Ranch  7 Nov  (TEW,  LLA)  was 
very  late  for  the  n.  deserts.  Nine  Indigo 
Buntings  found  2 Aug-2  Dec  was  a modest  to- 
tal. Painted  Buntings  (no  ad.  males)  were  in 
Mission  Viejo,  Orange  20-21  Aug  (A&JB), 
Santa  Barbara  1.  13  Sep  (NAL),  Santa  Catalina 
1.  9 Oct  (HPR),  and  China  Ranch  7 Nov 
(TEW,  LLA).  A veritable  invasion  of  Dickcis- 
sels  brought  12  birds  to  the  deserts  28  Sep-1 
Nov,  with  others  on  Santa  Barbara  1.  13-14 
Sep  (WTE)  and  in  Torrance,  Los  Angeles  7-8 
Oct  (DLM,  TD). 

A female-plumaged  Bobolink  at  P.P.  11  Aug 
OSE)  was  unseasonable,  as  fall  records  are  not 
expected  until  the  hrst  week  of  Sep;  21  addi- 
tional birds  were  on  the  coastal  slope  8 
Sep-1 1 Oct,  and  another  8 were  on  the  n. 
deserts  18  Sep-20  Oct.  A Rusty  Blackbird, 
now  casual  in  the  Region,  was  on  San 


Clemente  1.  6 Nov  QTS).  Common  Grackles 
were  at  Zzyzx  18  Nov  (CAM)  and  Borrego 
Springs  30  Nov+  (Paj).  The  only  Orchard  Ori- 
oles reported  were  at  Zzyzx  19  Sep  (SJM)  and 
Long  Beach  8 Nov  (KGL).  Six  Baltimore  Ori- 
oles were  along  the  coast  5 Oct-r,  with  addi- 
tional birds  at  G.H.P.  28  Sep-5  Oct  (SS), 
EC.R.  4 Oct  (JLD),  and  Saline  Valley,  Inyo  17 
Oct  (REM).  A single  Evening  Grosbeak  at 
Glen  Helen,  Scin  Bernardino  29  Oct  (MSanM) 
was  the  only  one  reported. 

EXOTICS 

Because  the  species  is  well  established  as  a 
naturalized  exotic  in  many  parts  of  the  world, 
the  presence  of  up  to  4 Red-vented  Bulbuls 
(Pycnonotus  cafer)  in  Arcadia,  Los  Angeles  19 
Oct-r  (CCS)  is  of  interest. 

Corrigendum:  Delete  the  reference  to  the 
spring  Bendire’s  Thrasher  from  Kelso  Valley, 
Kern  published  in  North  American  Birds  62: 
480;  the  bird  was,  in  fact,  a Sage  Thrasher. 

Cited  observers  (County  coordinators  in 
boldface):  Douglas  W.  Aguillard,  Liga  L. 
Auzins,  Terry  Basey,  A1  and  Janet  Baumann 
(A&JB),  Kirk  Benson  (KBe),  Tom  Benson, 
Bob  and  Mary  Bishop  (B&MB),  Mark  J. 
Billings,  Steve  Brad,  Kyle  Braunger  (KBr), 
Donna  Bray,  Mark  Brown,  Martin  J.  Byhower, 
Dick  Cabe,  Barbara  L.  Carlson,  Bob  Chad- 
dock,  Jamie  M.  Chavez,  Rick  Clements, 
David  M.  Compton  (Santa  Barbara),  Brian  E. 
Daniels,  A1  DeMartini,  Bill  Deppe,  Don  Des- 
jardin,  Tracy  Drake,  Claudia  Duckworth,  Jon 
L.  Dunn,  Todd  Easterla,  Tom  M.  Edell  (San 


Luis  Obispo),  Elias  Elias,  Edward  Ervin,  Jon  S. 
Eeenstra,  Jason  C.  Eidorra,  John  Eitch,  Nick 
and  Mary  Ereeman  (N&ME),  Wes  T.  Eritz, 
Murray  Gandler,  John  E Garrett,  Kimball  L. 
Garrett  (Los  Angeles),  Neil  A.  Gilbert,  Peter 
A.  Ginsburg,  Dave  Goodward,  Gary  Graves, 
Stan  Gray,  John  E Green  (Riverside),  Richard 
Griebe,  Ben  Griffith,  John  C.  Hafner,  Steve 
Hampton,  Marilyn  Harding,  Lauren  Harter, 
Christine  Harvey,  Gjon  C.  Hazard,  Tom  & Jo 
Heindel  (Inyo),  Richard  Hermann,  Mark  A. 
Holmgren,  Debbie  J.  House,  Chris  and  Rosie 
Howard  (C&RH),  Steve  N.  G.  Howell,  W.  Ter- 
ry Hunefeld,  Oscar  Johnson  (Ventura),  Phil 
Johnson  (PhJ),  H.  Lee  Jones,  Mark  Jorgensen, 
Paul  Jorgensen  (PaJ),  Reed  Kaestner,  Maureen 
J.  Kammerer,  Ann  Keenan,  Jay  Keller,  Barbara 
J.  Kelley,  Melissa  J.  Kelley,  Howard  B.  King, 
Alexander  E.  Koonce  (San  Bernardino),  Peter 
Knapp,  Barbara  Krause,  Kenneth  Z.  Kurland, 
Ken  and  Brenda  Kyle  (K&BK),  Nathan  Lang, 
Kevin  G.  Larson,  Andrew  K.  Lee,  Paul  E. 
Lehman,  Joan  E.  Lentz,  Nick  A.  Lethaby,  Kurt 
Leuschner,  Kelli  Heindel  Levinson,  Adam 
Lewis,  Cheryl  Lish,  Jim  Lomax,  Curtis  A. 
Marantz,  Rijo  Marja,  Doug  Martin  (DMa), 
John  Martin  QMa),  Robert  E.  Maurer,  Sarah 
Baase  Mayers,  Chris  Mayne,  Guy  McCaskie 
(Imperial),  James  McDaniels,  Dennis  McDon- 
nell, Chet  McGaugh,  Jimmy  McMorran, 
Robert  McMorran,  Robert  McNab,  David  L. 
Moody,  Jim  Moore  OMo).  Dominic  Mosur 
(DMo),  Brennan  Mulrooney,  Stephen  J.  My- 
ers, Jan  Nordenberg,  Leo  Ohtsuki,  Jim  and 
Debby  Parker  O&DP),  Robert  T.  Patton,  Katy 
Penland,  David  Pereksta  (DPe),  James  E. 
Pike,  Dave  Povey  (DPo),  Hugh  P Ranson,Jim 
Roberts  QiR).  David  Roine,  Steve  and  Diane 
Rose  (S&DR),  Jonathan  Rowley  0oR),Jim  S. 
Royer,  Martin  Ruane,  Matt  Sadowski,  Mike 
San  Miguel,  Robert  Schallmann,  Brad  K. 
Schram,  Jeff  Seay,  Don  Sheldon,  Tiana 
Skrivseth,  James  R Smith,  Maggie  L.  Smith, 
Michael  H.  Smith,  Susan  E.  Smith,  Justyn  T. 
Stahl  (San  Clemente  Island),  Trent  R.  Stanley, 
Susan  L.  Steele,  John  C.  Sterling,  Ed  Stonick, 
Steve  Summers,  Lee  Sutton,  Camm  C.  Swift, 
Eric  T.  Tipton,  Wally  Tordoff,  David  Vander 
Pluym,  David  Wahl,  Susan  Walker,  Douglas 
R.  Willick  (Orange),  John  C.  Wilson  (Kem), 
Thomas  E.  Wurster,  Matthew  W.  York,  Roger 
H.  Zachary.  An  additional  30+  observers  who 
could  not  be  individually  acknowledged  sub- 
mitted reports;  all  have  our  thanks.  O 
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Birders  visiting  the  Region  in  fall  expect 
great  things,  and  this  year  they  weren’t 
disappointed.  Asia  provided  the  real  ex- 
citement, as  members  of  two  widespread  Old 
World  genera  were  recorded  for  the  first  time: 
Northern  Wheatear  (two)  and  Little  Bunting. 
The  latter  was  also  a first  for  Mexico.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  the  wheatears  originated  in  Alaska; 
but  the  third  Regional  first,  Sprague’s  Pipit,  cer- 
tainly had  not  left  its  home  continent.  Tradi- 
tional eastern  vagrant  passerines  were  general- 
ly lacking,  especially  in  the  California  District; 
but  Baja  California  recorded  its  second  Nelson’s 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  and  third  Kentucky  War- 
bler; and  Baja  California  Sur  recorded  its  first 
and  second  Bay-breasted  and  second  Grace’s 
Warblers.  Seabirds  were  all  but  unreported,  and 
the  only  water  bird  mentionable  here  was  Baja 
California’s  first  Red-footed  Booby. 

GIBE  THROUGH  TERNS 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  made  perhaps 
their  best  fall  showing  on  record,  with  91  re- 
ported from  seven  locations  south  to  s.  Baja 
California  5 Oct-28  Nov.  A Cackling  Goose 
farther  south,  at  the  Guerrero  Negro  salt- 
works 30  Oct  (RC,  GY),  was  the  only  other 
freshwater  goose  reported.  Horned  Grebes 
typically  don’t  appear  at  our  latitude  before 
Nov — Unitt  (San  Diego  County  Bird  Atlas, 
2004)  reported  none  earlier  than  27  Oct — so 
one  at  Estero  Punta  Banda  19-21  Sep  (ph. 
AM)  was  noteworthy.  Unexpected  away  from 
the  open  ocean  was  a Leach’s  Storm-Petrel 
over  Ensenada  29  Sep  (EDZH).  An  imm. 
Blue-footed  Booby  at  Is.  Los  Coronados  4 Oct 
(WTH  et  al.)  was  where  an  ad.  was  present 
Feb-Aug  2007.  Up  to  2 at  Laguna  Ojo  de 


Liebre  20  Aug-27  Sep  (RC  et  al.)  were  also 
out  of  place.  But  a Red-footed  Booby  that  fol- 
lowed a boat  from  168  km  s.  of  San  Diego 
(and  29  km  offshore)  rode  all  the  way  to  Pt. 
Loma  28-29  Sep  0^,  ph.  JW),  establishing 
the  first  record  for  Baja  California. 

The  only  American  Bittern  reported  was  at  a 
traditional  location,  Lagunita  El  Cipres  9 Nov 
(EDZH),  while  3 imm.  Little  Blue  Herons  were 
found  away  from  traditional  locations:  Bahia 
de  los  Angeles  2 Nov  (ph.  GF,  ME),  Rancho 
San  Jose  de  Castro  4-5  Oct  (ph.  MJB,  RAE, 
PAG),  and  Punta  Eugenia  21  Oct  (RAE,  MSM). 
White  Ibis  were  found  slightly  n.  of  their  usu- 
al range,  with  3 imms.  at  Bahia  Asuncion  21 
Oct  (RAE,  MSM)  and  up  to  6 at  the  Guerrero 
Negro  saltworks  23  Oct-26  Nov  (GM  et  al.). 

A Red-shouldered  Hawk  at  Rancho  San  Jose 
de  Castro  21-26  Oct  (ph.  RAE,  MSM,  CLW) 
was  the  4th  found  on  the  'Vizcaino  Pen.;  all 
have  been  imms.  in  Oct.  The  only  Swainson’s 
Hawk  reported  was  seen  flying  southward  over 
Tecate  17  Oct  (ph.  JS).  In  ne.  Baja  California, 
an  ad.  Zone-tailed  Hawk  near  Pescaderos  14 
Nov  (ph.  KAR,  GHR)  was  the  2nd  reported 
from  that  area.  In  the  sw.  corner  of  the  state,  2 
Crested  Caracaras  at  Villa  Jesus  Maria  24  Oct 
(SNGH,  JHB,  CLW)  represented  the  5th  record 
from  that  area  since  1994,  all  in  Oct.  Depend- 
ing upon  one’s  treatment  of  a long-staying  bird 
seen  crossing  the  border  into  Tijuana  in  Sep 
2006,  we  know  of  no  oth- 
er state  records  since  the 
1920s.  A Merlin  seen  eat- 
ing a storm-petrel  at  27° 

16’ N,  118°32’W(ca.  382 
km  off  the  Vizcaino  Pen.) 

6 Oct  (ph.  JO)  was  mak- 
ing use  of  the  prey  base 
available. 

As  is  typical,  the  haul 
of  rare  and  uncommon 
shorebirds  was  modest. 

One  Pacific  Golden- 
Plover  was  at  Laguna 
Guerrero  Negro  26  Sep 
(VA,  NA),  and  2 Solitary 
Sandpipers  were  in  Baja 
California  23  Sep-3  Oct. 

A juv.  Ruddy  Turnstone 
was  inland  in  the  north- 
east at  the  Cerro  Prieto  geothermal  ponds  29 
Aug  (ph.  ESM,  MMGS),  and  6 Baird’s  and  4 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  restricted  to  the  Viz- 
caino Desert  in  Oct.  The  shorebird  highlight 
was  a juv.  female  Ruff  at  Guerrero  Negro  5 
Oct  (ph.  MJB  et  al).  Black  Tern  numbers  con- 
tinue to  pile  up  in  the  Guerrero  Negro  salt- 
works area.  This  year’s  maximum  of  6703  on 
26  Sep  (VA,  GM)  was  nearly  double  the  pre- 
vious high  from  2006. 


WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

A female  Yellow-shafted  Flicker  at  the  Mexi- 
cali Zoo  14  Nov  was  considered  “likely  pure” 
(KAR,  GHR),  but,  as  with  most  previous 
records,  it  was  not  seen  well  enough  for  care- 
ful evaluation.  More  Least  Flycatchers  were 
found  than  in  any  season  since  2002:  3 were 
on  or  near  the  Vizcaino  Pen.  4-7  Oct.  In  con- 
trast, there  were  no  reports  of  rare/ 
uncommon  western  Empidonax  (Willow, 
Hammond’s,  Dusky).  Among  the  larger  fly- 
catchers, 2 Tropical  Kingbirds  were  found 
away  from  the  Cape  District  in  Oct,  2 Western 
Kingbirds  were  seen  in  Baja  California  Sur, 
and  best:  a Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  at  I. 
Cedros  6-7  Nov  (tAGA). 

The  seasonal  status  of  the  endangered  Bell’s 
Vireo  on  the  Vizcaino  Pen.  is  unclear,  let 
alone  the  subspecific  status  (cf.  North  Ameri- 
can Birds  62:  325).  Birds  were  found  nesting 
in  1995  (no  one  has  checked  since!),  and  the 
occasional  bird  in  fall  has  generally  been  con- 
sidered a lingering  bird  or  rare  migrant.  Birds 
at  Bahia  Tortugas  5 & 22  Oct  (possibly  the 
same  bird;  RAE,  PAG)  were  away  from  nest- 
ing habitat,  but  wintering  seems  possible.  As 
is  often  the  case  at  traditional  migrant  traps 
from  the  Vizcaino  Pen.  northward,  records  of 
Plumbeous  Vireo  (2;  Catavina  23  Oct,  MSM, 
RAE)  and  Cassin’s  Vireo  (1;  Santo  Tomas,  7 
Oct,  RAE)  were  matched  or  exceeded  by  Red- 


eyed Vireo  (la  Bufadora  23  Sep,  ph.  MJB,  RAE, 
MAGB;  Bahia  de  los  Angeles  11-15  Oct,  ph. 
GF,  ME)  and  Yellow-green  Vireo  (Maneadero 
Plain  21  Sep,  tAM;  El  Rosario  3 Oct,  PAG). 
Another  Plumbeous  was  at  the  Mexicali  Zoo 
14  Nov  (KAR,  GHR). 

Noteworthy  swallows  included  a Northern 
Rough-winged  at  Guerrero  Negro  24  Oct 
(CLW,  JHB,  SNGH;  late  for  the  cen.  Peninsu- 
la) and  single  Banks  at  El  Rosario  3 Oct  (MJB) 


Doing  what  boobies  do:  this  Red-footed  Booby — establishing  the  first  record  for  the 
state  of  Baja  California — landed  on  a fishing  boat  in  Mexican  waters  about  168  kilome- 
ters south  of  Point  Loma  on  28  September  2008  and  then  followed  and  rode  all  the  way 
to  San  Diego.  Photograph  by  John  Woltmm 
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Nelson's  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  had  not  been  recorded  on  the  Baja  California 
Peninsula  since  February  1961  when  this  bird  appeared  at  Punta  San  Car- 
los, Baja  California  on  13  October  2008  and  was  photographed  the  follow- 
ing day.  Photograph  by  Cliff  Cordy. 


and  Villa  Jesus  Maria  5 Oct  (PAG,  MJB). 
Verdins  are  generally  considered  sedentary, 
but  they  have  established  an  interesting  pat- 
tern of  occurrence  at  the  desert  fringe  in  sw. 
California  and  nw.  Baja  California.  The  latest 
datum:  one  at  La  Bufadora  23  Sep  (MAGB, 
ph.  MJB,  RAE)  was  the  hrst  for  the  (relative- 
ly) well-worked  Ensenada  C.B.C.  circle.  Two 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  reached  the  Viz- 
caino Desert  at  Punta  Prieta  24  Oct  (CLW, 
JHB,  SNGH). 

The  isolated  fields  at  Villa  Jesus  Marfa  were 
most  productive  this  season.  Best  of  the  birds 
found  there  were  different  Northern 
Wheatears  on  3 Oct  (RAE,  ph.  MJB,  ph.  PAG) 
and  24-25  Oct  (SNGH,  JHB,  ph.  CLW).  Two 
previous  Mexican  records  were  from  the  Yu- 
catan Peninsula  in  1973  and  1983.  Other 
wayward  thrushes  included  the  Region’s 
southernmost  Western  Bluebird,  a female  at 
Bahia  de  los  Angeles  14  Nov  (ME,  GE);  3 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  on  the  Vizcaino  Desert 
3-7  Oct,  including  Baja  California  Sur’s  2nd, 
at  Rancho  San  Jose  de  Castro  4-5  Oct  (ph. 
PAG,  ph.  MJB,  RAE);  and  a Varied  Thrush  at 
Rancho  El  Descanso  23  Oct  (MSM,  RAE).  An 


American  Robin  at  Catavina  24  Oct 
appeared  to  have  more  white  in  the 
tail  than  is  typical  of  w.  subspecies 
(ph.  CLW,  JHB).  The  only  Sage 
Thrasher  reported  was  at  Bahia 
Asuncion  8 Oct  (KAR,  DJP).  Addi- 
tional Old  World  vagrants  were 
single  Red-throated  Pipits  at  Guer- 
rero Negro  25  Oct  OHB,  SNGH, 
CLW)  and  Bahia  Asuncion  26  Oct 
(SNGH),  and  up  to  15  at  Villa  Jesus 
Maria  20-25  Oct  (RAE,  SNGH  et 
ah).  In  the  same  fields,  but  of 
American  origin,  was  the  Region’s 
long-anticipated  first  Sprague’s 
Pipit  on  22  Oct,  a bird  seen  in 
flight  and  exhibiting  diagnostic 
calls  and  behavior  (tRAE,  tMSM). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH 
FINCHES 

Vagrant  warblers  were  again  poor- 
ly represented,  particularly  in  the 
California  District.  With  a poor 
showing  in  s.  California  as  well, 
visiting  observers  had  little  incen- 
tive to  linger  en  route  to  the  mid- 
peninsula. A Northern  Parula  at  El 
Sauzal  28  Sep  (ph.  MJB)  and  a 
Blackburnian  Warbler  at  La  Bu- 
fadora 7 Oct  (ph.  MJB,  PAG)  were 
the  only  reports  above  the  lowest 
tier  of  species.  There  was  virtually 
no  coverage  of  the  Cape  District, 
so  all  other  reports  were  from  tra- 
ditional locations  on  the  Pacific  slope  from  El 
Rosario  to  the  Vizcaino  Pen.  region  except  for 
2 at  Bahia  de  los  Angeles:  a Lucy’s  20-21  Oct 
and  a Northern  Parula  19  Oct  (both  ph.  GE, 
ME).  State  totals  for  selected  species,  includ- 
ing the  California  District  and  records  al- 
ready discussed:  Tennessee  1,  2;  Virginia’s  0, 
1;  Lucy’s  1,  1;  Northern  Parula  2,  1;  Magnolia 

0,  2;  Black-throated  Blue  0,  4;  Blackburnian 

1,  3;  Palm  1,  1;  Blackpoll  7,  5;  and  Hooded 
0,1.  Unrecorded:  Chestnut-sided,  Black- 
throated  Green,  Prairie,  and  Ovenbird.  As 
usual,  however,  there  were  records  that  rose 
above  the  rest.  A Grace’s  Warbler  at  Bahia 
Asuncion  8 Oct  (KAR,  DJP)  was  the  Region’s 
4th.  Baja  California  Sur’s  first  Bay-breasted 
Warbler  was  at  the  same  location  21  Oct  (ph. 
RAE,  MSM),  and  it  was  followed  quickly  by 
another  at  Bahia  Tortugas  the  following  day 
(tRAE).  At  the  base  of  the  Vizcaino  Pen.,  a 
Prothonotary  Warbler  was  at  Santa  Teresita 
25  Oct  (SNGH,  JHB,  CLW).  The  Region’s  4th 
Kentucky  Warbler,  and  the  first  to  be  photo- 
graphically documented  in  Baja  California, 
was  at  El  Rosario  6 Oct  (ph.  KAR,  DJP). 
Three  Canada  Warblers  made  an  exceptional 
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showing:  El  Rosario  3 Oct  (PAG,  ph.  MJB, 
RAE),  Santa  Teresita  22  Oct  (RAE,  MSM), 
and  Bahia  Asuncion  25  Oct  (CLW,  JHB, 
SNGH).  Two  Yellow-breasted  Chats  at 
Catavina  24  Oct  (CLW,  JHB,  SNGH)  appear 
to  be  the  latest  ever  recorded  there.  Eour 
Summer  Tanagers  were  on  the  coastal  slope 
in  Oct,  and  one  was  in  the  Mexicali  Valley, 
near  Pescaderos,  14  Nov  (GHR).  Scarlet  Tan- 
agers were  at  Tecate  10  Oct  (ph.  JS)  and 
Catavina  24  Oct  (CLW,  JHB). 

Inhabiting  some  of  the  Region’s  least-birded 
habitats,  Black-chinned  Sparrow  remains 
poorly  known,  especially  away  from  breeding 
grounds.  Records  span  the  length  of  the 
peninsula  in  winter,  so  many  birds  seen  in  fall 
may  defy  categorization.  Three  at  Santo  Tomas 
7 Oct  (RAE,  MJB,  PAG)  were  in  an  area  where 
birds  have  been  seen  from  May  through  Oct, 
but  one  at  Bahia  Tortugas  22  Oct  (RAE)  was 
apparently  a first  for  the  Vizcaino  Peninsula. 
Grasshopper  Sparrows  are  also  poorly  known, 
throughout  the  year.  Presumed  migrants  were 
seen  on  24  Oct  at  Catavina  and  Villa  Jesus 
Maria  (SNGH,  CLW,  JHB).  The  Region’s  ob- 
servers have  long  sought  Nelson’s  Sharp- 
tailed Sparrow,  primarily  in  the  salt  marshes 
of  the  nw.  coast,  so  it  came  as  a surprise  that 
one  was  found  in  sparse  scrub  on  the  beach  at  i 
Pta.  San  Carlos,  s.  of  El  Rosario,  13-14  Oct 
(ph.  CC).  Although  the  species  is  probably  an- 
nual along  the  coast  of  s.  California,  the  only 
previous  Regional  record  was  from  Bahia  San  | 
Quintin  2 Eeb  1961.  Southerly  juncos  includ- 
ed an  Oregon  at  Arroyo  Santo  Dominguito  24 
Oct  (CLW,  JHB,  SNGH);  Baja  California  Sur’s 
2nd  Pink-sided,  at  Rancho  San  Jose  de  Castro 
21-22  Oct  (MSM,  RAE);  and  Gray-headeds  at 
Bahia  de  los  Angeles  24-26  Oct  (ph.  GE,  ME) 
and  Bahia  Asuncion  26  Oct  (CLW,  SNGH). 
The  only  longspurs  found  were  up  to  2 Lap- 
lands  at  Villa  Jesus  Maria  22-25  Oct  (MSM, 
CLW  et  al.).  With  previous  New  World 
records  restricted  to  Alaska  and  California 
(two),  the  Little  Bunting  found  at  Rancho  San 
Jose  de  Castro  8 Oct  (ph.  KAR,  DJP)  clearly 
represents  the  peak  of  the  season’s  birding. 

Three  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  at  tra- 
ditional migrant  traps  in  Oct,  and  a Blue 
Grosbeak  at  Bahia  de  los  Angeles  30  Oct  (Mfi 
GE)  was  late.  The  only  Indigo  Bunting  seen 
was  at  Santo  Tomas  23  Sep  (ph.  MJB,  ph. 
MAGB).  With  6 found  in  the  Vizcaino  Desert 
3-17  Oct,  Dickcissel  rebounded  somewhat  j 
from  recent  years,  but  there  was  still  only  one 
Bobolink:  at  Villa  Jesus  Maria  24-25  Oct 
(CLW,  JHB,  SNGH).  As  is  typical  in  Oct,  | 
Great-tailed  Crackles  dispersed  widely;  more 
than  30  were  reported  from  six  widespread  : 
Baja  California  locations  away  from  known 
breeding  sites.  Among  orioles.  Orchards  were 
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at  Bahia  Tortugas  5 Oct  (RAE,  MJB,  PAG)  and 
El  Rosario  6 Oct  (ph.  MJB),  and  the  lone  Bal- 
timore was  at  Punta  Banda  23  Oct  (SNGH).  A 
Hooded  Oriole  at  Bahia  de  los  Angeles  30  Oct 
(ME  GF)  was  late,  and  single  Bullock’s  Ori- 
oles at  Catavina  6 Oct  (PAG,  RAE)  and  Bahia 
Asuncion  21-26  Oct  (RAE,  MSM,  SNGH) 
were  the  only  ones  found  s.  of  El  Rosario. 
Pine  Siskins  were  reported  only  from  Bahia  de 
los  Angeles:  3 on  2 Nov  and  one  on  13  Nov 
(ME,  GF). 

Contributors:  Nallely  Arce,  Victor  Ayala, 
Jessie  H.  Barry,  Mark].  Billings,  Melissa  S.  But- 
ler, Roberto  Carmona,  Cliff  Cordy  Richard  A. 
Erickson,  Jonathan  S.  Feenstra,  George  Flick- 


er, Mary  Flicker,  Peter  A.  Gaede,  Ken  Gardner, 
Martha  M.  Gomez  Sapiens,  Marco  Antonio 
Gonzalez-Bernal,  Manuel  Grosselet,  Antonio 
Gutierrez-Aguilar,  Steve  N.G.  Howell,  W.  Ter- 
ry Hunefeld,  Marshall  J.  Iliff  (eBird),  Jay 
Keller,  Guadalupe  Matron,  Amy  McAndrews, 
James  McDaniels,  Deniss  Morales,  Francisco 
Oceguera,  Hugo  Ortiz,  John  O’Sullivan,  Ed- 
uardo Palacios,  Oscar  Pina,  David  j.  Powell, 
David  W.  Povey  Kurt  A.  Radamaker,  Gary  H. 
Rosenberg,  Gorgonio  Ruiz-Campos,  Matt  Sad- 
owski,  Mike  San  Miguel,  Jamie  Simmons,  Ed- 
uardo Soto  Montoya,  Lea  D.  Squires,  Joe 
Sweeney,  John  Waltman,  Christopher  L. 
Wood,  Guadalupe  Yepez,  Anjelica  Young,  En- 
rique D.  Zamora-Hernandez.  O 
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Htctor  Gomez  de  Silva  American  and  Greater  Flamingos,  old  and 

current  reports  came  to  my  attention  of  up  to 

NORTHERN  MEXICO  4 American  Flamingos  with  one  Greater 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
BLACKBIRDS 

On  30  Aug  and  2 Noy  12  and  5 Fulvous  and  60 
and  80  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks,  respec- 
tively, were  seen  in  a raw  sewage  pond  near  Eji- 
do  Las  Huertas  in  the  urban  area  of  Torreon, 
Coah.  (FVP,  RLL);  these  ducks  are  rarely  seen 
in  the  cen.  highlands,  but  this  particular  pond 
has  proven  to  be  very  regular  in  producing 
sighting  of  both.  A female  Hooded  Merganser 
and  a Red-breasted  Merganser  were  at  the  San 
Bias,  Nay.  shrimp  ponds  30  Nov  (KR,  CR). 

A subad.  Jabiru  was  found  in  a roadside 
pond  in  Tamps,  about  56  km  s.  of  the 
Brownsville/Matamoros  border  crossing  4 
Aug  QM  ph,  SS,  HM);  after  comparing  photo- 
graphs, observers  believe  this  may  be  the 
same  as  the  subad.  found  in  Texas  a few  days 
later.  Mimicking  Texas  records  of  single 


Flamingo  (presumably  the  escapee  from 
Kansas)  in  Altamira,  Tamps.  5 Dec  2006, 
from  the  last  week  of  Oct  to  the  3rd  week  of 
Nov  2007,  and  from  14  Oct  through  18  Dec 
2008  (ph.  AFC,  JS,  ph.  RAR,  ph.  RHZ).  An  ad. 
White-tailed  Hawk  was  at  km  marker  139  n. 
of  Mazatlan,  Sin.  along  the  free  road  between 
Mazatlan  and  Culiacan  23  Aug  (ph.  LH,  ph. 
DVP),  a stretch  along  which  the  species  was 
also  observed  in  Feb  2006  and  2007  (ESB). 

Three  Forster’s  Terns  were  seen  in  a raw 
sewage  pond  near  Ejido  Las  Huertas  in  the  ur- 
ban area  of  Torreon  30  Aug  (RLL,  FVP);  this 
tern  had  been  recorded  in  the  area  previously 
only  in  1984.  Well  over  200  Wilson’s  Phala- 
ropes  were  seen  in  the  same  spot  30  Aug 
(RLL,  FVP). 

The  first  records  of  Eurasian  Collared- 
Dove  in  Torreon  by  resident  birders  were  of 


singles  2 Aug,  4 Oct,  and  1 Nov  along  Aveni- 
da  Pamanes  (FVP),  and  2 were  seen  between 
Culiacan,  Sin.  and  Mazatlan  18  Aug  (DVP, 
LH).  Despite  frequent  trips  to  the  area  of 
Coah.  ne.  of  Torreon  by  local  birders, 
Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  not  seen  until 
mid-Nov  2007  in  Ejido  Francisco  Urquizo 
(about  48  km  ne.  of  Torreon),  and  not  until 
mid-Jan  2008  were  they  seen  in  San  Pedro  de 
las  Colonias,  Cuatrocienegas,  Nadadores,  San 
Buenaventura,  Frontera,  Monclova,  Sabinas 
and  Nueva  Rosita  (BB).  Pronatura  Noreste 
and  American  Bird  Conservancy  placed  20 
nest-boxes  for  Thick-billed  Parrots  in  Chih. 
this  nesting  season  (the  first  year  in  which 
nest-boxes  have  been  provided);  three  nest- 
boxes  were  used  and  “at  least  one  pair  was 
successful  in  raising  chicks”  in  a nest-box 
(<www.abcbirds.org>).  A Thick-billed  Parrot 
flew  over  Barranca  Rancho  Liebre,  Sin.  29 
Nov  (CR,  KR,  MS,  SH). 

A Greenish  Elaenia  was  on  La  Petaca  road. 
Sin.  20  Aug  (LH,  DVP).  A Red-eyed  Vireo 
and  a Prairie  Warbler  were  in  Parque 
Ecologico  Chipinque  27  Sep  (AGS,  JIS,  RS, 
ph.  DZ,  GR).  Two  Eastern  Meadowlarks  were 
reportedly  heard  at  the  Mazatlan  airport  18 
Aug  (DVP,  LH).  A Yellow-headed  Blackbird 
was  at  Rancho  Picachos  2 Aug  (RS). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Rogelio  Arteaga  Ruiz,  William  Beaty,  Edward 
S.  Brinkley  Alejandro  Fierro  Cabo,  Adrian 
Ganem  Sada,  Steve  Hampton,  Lauren  Harter, 
Ruben  Herver  Zarate,  Hector  Manzano,  Jody 
Mays,  Cindy  Radamaker,  Kurt  Radamaker, 
Gustavo  Ramirez,  Juan  Ignacio  Sada,  Rene 
Sada,  Jaime  Salinas,  Diana  Zorrilla. 
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HEROICS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Northern  Shoveler  and  2 Mexican  Ducks 
were  in  the  Tarango,  D.h  dam  2 Nov  (MG).  A 
Jabira  soared  over  Chichicaxtle,  Ver.,  heading 
southward  among  Turkey  Vultures  21  Oct 
(ICD,  KW).  Two  or  3 Ospreys  were  at  Parque 
Ecologico  Xochimilco,  D.E  1 Nov  (MG).  An 
Osprey  was  over  Bosque  de  Aragon,  D.E  7 Sep 
(HGdS,  MPV).  A Double-toothed  Kite  soared 
high  over  Cardel,  Ver.  24  Oct  (ICR,  HGdS). 
An  imm.  Bald  Eagle  soared  over  Cardel,  Ver. 


The  first  record  from  Tamaulipas  of  a species  expected  to 
occur  there  occasionally,  this  Jabiru  showed  up  4 August 
2008  about  56  kilomenters  south  of  the  Brownsville, 
Texas/Matamoros,  Tamaulipas  area;  it  may  be  the  same  bird 
that  was  found  near  Raymondville,  Texas  on  10  August. 
Photographs  by  My  Mays. 

20  Oct,  heading  southward  among  Turkey 
Vultures  and  Swainson’s  Hawks  (ICD,  ph. 
KW).  An  old  record  came  to  light  of  a Gold- 
en Eagle  in  Veracruz:  Gutierre  Tibon’s  1980 
book,  Historia  del  nombre  y de  lafundacion  de 
Mexico  (Fondo  de  Cultura  Economica.  Mexi- 
co, D.E)  shows  a photograph  on  p.  655  of  a 
stuffed  ad.  Golden  Eagle  said  to  have  been 
captured  in  1958  between  Xalapa  and  Ver- 
acruz. A subad.  Cooper’s  Hawk  appeared  to 
be  migrating  southward  30  Aug  at  Miradores 
Lagoon,  Ver.  (AM,JM). 

An  Upland  Sandpiper  was  seen  and  anoth- 


er was  heard  at  Barrancas  de  Tarango,  D.E  13 
Sep  (MG,  HGdS,  MPV,  GRM).  At  least  five  ac- 
tive Monk  Parakeet  nests  with  15-20  individ- 
uals each  were  seen  in  Iztapalapa,  D.E  27  Sep, 
and  another  nesting  colony  was  noted  in 
Magdalena  Mixhiuca,  D.E  (AMH).  A 
Eurasian  Collared-Dove  was  seen  at  the 
Sayula  toll  booth  on  Hwy.  145D  in  Veracruz 
26  Aug,  which  suggests  that  this  species  is  ex- 
panding farther  s.  into  Mexico  (AM,  JM).  A 
Burrowing  Owl  was  at  the  Santa  Alejandrina 
oil  refinery,  Minatitlan,  Ver.  7 Nov  (ph.  MG). 
Several  Vaux’s  Swift  just  nw.  of  Papantla,  Ver. 
16  Aug  were  out  of  known  range  (AM,  JM). 
Many  Wedge-tailed  Sabrewings  were  seen 
around  Papantla  15-17  Aug  (AM,  ph.  JM).  A 
Gray  Flycatcher  was  at  Barranca  de  Tarango 
22  Sep  (HGdS,  MPV).  A Say’s  Phoebe  was  at 
Barranca  de  Tarango  27  Sep  (HGdS,  MPV). 
Six  Piratic  Flycatchers  were  seen  15-17  Aug 
around  Papantla,  out  of  known  range,  and 
one  at  Parque  El  Haya,  Xalapa,  Ver.  31  Aug 
was  above  known  elevation  (AM,  ph.  JM).  An 
Ash-throated  Flycatcher  was  in  Iztapalapa  27 
Sep  (AMH). 

A Cliff  Swallow  seen  12  Nov  at  Parque  el 
Haya  was  a slightly  late  transient.  A Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher  seen  19  Aug  and  a female  Black- 
throated  Green  Warbler  20  Aug  in  Parque  El 
Haya  were  slightly  early  arriving  migrants. 
Three  Blue  Mockingbirds  were  at  Barranca  de 
Guadalupe,  D.E  23-24  Sep  (HGdS,  MPV). 
Five  European  Starlings  were  at  Mexicalcin- 
go,  Mex.  22  Sep  (HGdS,  MPV).  A Bay-breast- 
ed Warbler  at  Parque  el  Haya  23  & 25  Nov 
was  a late  migrant  and  above  normal  eleva- 
tion (AM,  ph.  JM).  A Black- throated  Green 
Warbler  was  at  Barranca  de  Tarango  27  Sep 
(HGdS,  MPV).  A Prothonotary  Warbler  and  a 
Painted  Redstart  were  seen  in  Iztapalapa  27 
Sep  (AMH).  Another  Prothonotary  was  seen 
in  Parque  Mexico,  D.E  1 Sep  (ER).  A Palm 
Warbler  was  at  the  Santa  Alejandrina  oil  re- 
finery 4 & 7 Nov  (MG).  An  American  Red- 
start and  3 Northern  Waterthrushes  were  at 
Parque  Ecologico  Xochimilco,  D.E  1 Nov 
(MG).  A Northern  Waterthrush  was  at  Cha- 


pultepec  Tercera  Seccion  1 Nov  (MG).  A Red 
Warbler  was  in  Barranca  de  Tarango,  D.E  2 
Nov  (MG).  At  least  4-5  Hooded  Yellowthroats 
were  at  Barranca  de  Tarango  15  & 22  Sep 
(HGdS,  MPV).  A Yellow-breasted  Chat  was 
seen  at  the  UNAM  Botanical  Garden,  D.E  11 
Oct  (GdO). 

An  Indigo  Bunting  was  at  Barranca  de 
Tarango  27  Sep  (HGdS,  MPV).  A male  Scarlet 
Tanager  discovered  3 Oct  at  Parque  El  Haya 
was  out  of  normal  range  (AM,  ph.  JM).  Four 
female  Hooded  Orioles  at  Parque  El  Haya  31 
Aug  were  out  of  known  range  (AM,  JM).  Two 
female  or  imm.  Orchard  Orioles  were  at  Bar- 
ranca de  Tarango  13  Sep,  and  4 were  there  15 
Sep  (MG,  HGdS,  MPV).  Five  Lark  Sparrows 
were  at  Barranca  de  Tarango  22  Sep  (HGdS, 
MPV).  An  imm.  Lark  Sparrow  was  at  the  San 
Alejandrina  oil  refinery  20  Sep  (MG,  LAC). 
Single  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  at  Barranca  de 
Tarango  22  & 27  Sep  were  early  (HGdS, 
MPV).  Four  Lark  Buntings  were  at  the  s.  edge 
of  their  winter  range  at  Charco  del  Ingenio 
near  San  Miguel  de  Allende  29  Nov  (ph.  MG). 
A pair  of  Elegant  Euphonias  was  seen  at  the 
UNAM  Botanical  Garden  9 Aug  (GdO,  ER). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Liliana  Andres  Cruz,  Irving  Chavez 
Dominguez,  Gerardo  del  Olmo,  Hector 
Gomez  de  Silva,  Manuel  Grosselet,  Amy 
McAndrews,  Alejandro  Melendez  Herrada, 
Jorge  Montejo,  Monica  Perez  Villafana, 
Emilio  Roldan,  Georgita  Ruiz  Michel,  Kash- 
mir Wolf.  Uncredited  observations  are  by 
Jorge  Montejo  and  Amy  McAndrews. 


Very  rare  in  Veracruz  and  even  more  rarely  documented, 
this  immature  Bald  Eagle  soared  among  Turkey  Vultures 
and  Swainson's  Hawks  in  Cardel  20  October  2008  and  was 


seen  by  hawk  counters  participating  in  the  Veracruz  River  of 
Raptors.  Photograph  by  Kashmir  Wolf. 
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WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
BLACKBIRDS 

An  ad.  Snow  Goose  2 & 4 Nov  sw.  of  La  Ven- 
ta  furnished  a first  record  for  Oaxaca  (ph.  AM, 
JM,  KSH);  all  records  in  this  section  are  from 
the  state  of  Oaxaca.  Rare  ducks  at  Piedra  Azul 
dam,  Teotitlan  del  Valle  included  11  Ring- 


Following  unusyally  strong  winds,  this  Prairie  Falcon  ap- 
peared near  La  ¥enta,  Oaxaca  28  October  2008,  furnishing 
the  first  documented  Oaxaca  record  of  the  species.  Photo- 
§mph  byJsrge  Msntejo. 

necked  Ducks  26-29  Nov  and  5 Lesser  Scaup 
26  Nov  (JMF).  Two  Ring-necked  Ducks  were 
present  28  Oct-8  Nov  sw.  of  La  Venta  (AM, 
JM,  KSH).  An  ad.  Pinnated  Bittern  just  w.  of 
La  Ventosa  on  9 Aug  provided  the  3rd  known 
state  record  for  the  species  (AM,  JM  ph).  A 
subad.  Jabiru  was  feeding  on  a small  pond  16, 
24,  & 26  Oct  w.  of  Union  Hidalgo  (AM,  ph. 
JM,  KSH).  An  ad.  Killdeer  observed  9 Aug  s.  of 
La  Ventosa  was  probably  an  early  migrant.  An 
ad.  Aplomado  Falcon  was  seen  just  e.  of 
Union  Hidalgo  21  Oct  (AM,  JM).  A Prairie 
Falcon  sw.  of  La  Venta  28  Oct  provided  a first 
record  for  Oaxaca  (ph.  JM) 

A White-throated  Swift  was  at  the  Santo 
Domingo  Botanical  Garden,  Oaxaca,  Oax.  6 
Oct  (MG);  the  species  is  rarely  observed  in  the 
Valley  but  is  relatively  common  in  surrounding 
higher  elevations.  An  imm.  male  Violet 
Sabrewing  was  mist-netted  near  Ixtepec  2 Nov 
in  an  unusual  habitat  for  the  species:  low  de- 
ciduous forest  edge  next  to  an  irrigation  chan- 
nel (AR,  ph.  RR).  An  Eastern  Phoebe,  very  un- 
common in  the  Valley,  was  just  e.  of  Teotitlan 
del  Valle  26  Nov  QMF).  A Yellow-bellied  Fly- 
catcher was  at  the  Santo  Domingo  Botanical 
Garden  5 Oct  (MG).  Two  Marsh  Wrens  were 


just  e.  of  Teotitlan  del  Valle  26  Nov  (JMF).  An 
ad.  Red-throated  Pipit  sw.  of  La  Venta  2 & 4 
Nov  (ph.  AM)  provided  a first  state  record 
(AM,  JM,  KSH)  and  one  of  few  for  Mexico  away 
from  the  Baja  California  Peninsula.  A Gray  Cat- 
bird was  mist-netted  in  San  Bias  Atempa  27  Oct 
(AR,  RR);  and  singles  were  mist-netted  near 
Cazaderos  4 & 12  Nov  (AR,  RR). 

A Prothonotary  Warbler  discovered  3 Nov 
sw.  of  Union  Hidalgo  provided  at  least  a 2nd 
state  record  (AM  ph.,  JM,  KSH).  Two  male 
Townsend’s  Warblers  were  mist-netted  near 
San  Bias  Atempa  16  & 29  Sep,  and  2 more 
were  mist-netted  near  Ixtepec  20  Sep  & 30 
Sep  (AR,  ph.  RR),  both  localities  are  in  the 
lowlands.  A Western  Palm  Warbler  was  mist- 
netted  10  Nov  at  Cazadero  in  low  deciduous 
forest  edge  at  an  elevation  of  32  m (AR,  ph. 
RR).  A Dickcissel  seen  9 Aug  just  w.  of  La 
Ventosa  was  an  early  migrant.  An  ad.  female 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  seen  8 Nov  sw. 
of  La  Venta  (AM,  ph.  JM,  KSH).  A Hooded 
Oriole  was  at  the  Santo  Domingo  Botanical 
Garden  6 Oct  (MG). 

Contributors:  John  M.  Forcey,  Manuel  Grosse- 
let,  Amy  McAndrews,  Jorge  Montejo,  Rafael 
Rueda,  Angelina  Ruiz,  Karlo  Soto  Huerta. 

YUCATAN  PENINSULA 


The  only  report  of  nocturnal  migration  enter- 
ing the  coast  this  fall  came  from  Celestiin  on 
27  September,  when  birds  came  in  over  the 
town  all  night  long  and  evidently  continued 
inland,  as  few  were  seen  the  next  day  in  the 
village.  Sightings  of  a Baird’s  Sandpiper  in  Ce- 


lestun  and  a Brewster’s  Warbler  on  Cozumel 
mark  the  third  report  for  each  in  the  subre- 
gion, while  the  Gray  Gull  and  Snow  Goose  re- 
ported last  winter  are  still  present  in  Celestun. 
In  addition,  new  distributional  information 
came  to  light  on  several  species  that  previous- 
ly were  only  known  in  the  state  of  Yucatan 
near  its  southern  and  northeastern  borders 
with  Quintana  Roo. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  TERNS 

The  Snow  Goose  reported  last  winter  in  Ce- 
lestun, Yuc.  appears  to  have  spent  the  past 
year  there,  as  it  was  seen  at  the  inner  end  of 
the  estuary  28  Nov  (FC).  Three  Green- 
winged Teal,  a species  in  the  rarely  reported  in 
the  subregion,  were  spotted  in  a tidal  pond  s. 
of  Celestun  22  Oct  (MC,  DS).  One  group  of 
local  birders  had  the  good  fortune  to  follow 
individuals  of  meandering  Ocellated  Turkeys 
along  dirt  roads  leading  off  Hwy.  261  between 
Uxmal  and  Santa  Elena,  Q.  Roo  1 Nov  (BM, 
RM,  AM,  RP).  A Black-crowned  Night-Heron, 
a regular  but  uncommon  migrant  to  the  sub- 
region,  was  in  the  mangroves  at  Progreso, 
Yuc.  3 Aug  (RM,  AM),  while  a very  late  mi- 
grant Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  passing 
through  on  its  way  south  1 Nov  at  the  en- 
trance to  the  road  from  Chemax,  Yuc.  to 
Coba,  Q.  Roo  (DB,  GT). 

Four  ad.  Piping  Plovers,  one  with  a band 
on  leg,  were  seen  on  the  beach  s.  of  Celestun 
23  Oct  (MC,  DS).  A flock  of  80  American  Av- 
ocets  was  in  the  coastal  lagoon  behind  Pro- 
greso 3 Aug  (BM,  RM,  AM,  BS),  while  1 1 were 
at  Dzilam  Bravo,  Yuc.  9 Nov  (LK,  BM,  BS). 
The  presence  of  this  species  along  the  n.  coast 
has  become  more  conspicuous  in  recent 
years.  There  were  15  Marbled  Godwits  in  the 
lagoon  behind  Progreso  3 Aug,  an  early  date 
for  this  migrant  (RM,  AM),  and  a single  Red 


Knot,  rare  in  the  subregion,  was  seen  on  the 
beach  s.  of  Celestun  23  Oct  (MC,  DS).  Three 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers,  a species  often 
confused  with  'Western  Sandpiper,  were  in  a 
shallow  coastal  lagoon  at  Dzilam  Bravo  29 
Oct  (LK,  BM,  BS).  Sixty  early  Western  Sand- 
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This  immature  male  Violet  Sabrewing  mist-nened  near  Ixtepec,  Oaxaca  in  tropical  de- 
ciduous forest  was  in  an  unusual  location  and  habitat  for  a species  not  expected  away 
from  humid  evergreen  forests.  Photograph  by  Rafael  Rueda  Hernandez. 


Red-throated  Pipit  is  very  rare  in  Mexico  away  from  the  Baja  California  Peninsula,  where 
it  is  a rare  autumn  visitor.  This  photogenic  individual  near  La  Venta,  Oaxaca  2 and  (here) 
4 November  2008  furnished  the  first  state  record  and  the  southernmost  record  for  the 
species  in  this  hemisphere.  Photograph  by  Jorge  Montejo. 


pipers  were  with  other  migrant  shorebirds  in 
the  coastal  lagoon  behind  Progreso  3 Aug 
(RM,  AM).  A White-rumped  Sandpiper  was 
seen  at  the  salt  flats  n.  of  Celestim  23  Oct 
(MC,  DS),  and  another  (or  same)  was  found 
at  the  water’s  edge  near  the  garbage  dump  at 
Celestiin  15  Nov,  a very  late  date  for  this  tran- 
sient (HD).  A well-described  Baird’s  Sand- 
piper was  reported  in  a salt  lagoon  in  Ce- 
lestiin  15  Nov  (SM).  This  is  only  the  3rd  re- 
port of  the  species  for  the  peninsula  and  the 
2nd  for  Celestiin.  A Dunlin  was  seen  in  an  in- 
terior lagoon  in  Celestiin  15  Nov  (HD,  SM), 
an  uncommon  but  annual  species  here. 
Among  the  shorebirds  seen  in  the  coastal  la- 
goon behind  Progreso  3 Aug  were  120  Short- 
billed  Dowitchers  (RM,  AM). 

The  Gray  Gull  that  was  hrst  reported  in  Ce- 
lestiin  in  Feb  2008  has  remained  and  been  ob- 
served by  numerous  birders,  including  22  Oct 
when  it  was  photographed  and  videotaped  on 
the  beach  in  front  of  Hotel  Los  Manglares.  It 
was  reported  to  be  in  advanced  second  cycle, 
in  non-breeding  plumage  (MC,  DS,  SW).  It 


was  reported  again  in  the 
area  of  the  harbor  at  Ce- 
lestun  15  Nov  (AD,  HD, 
SM).  A Kelp  Gull  was  re- 
ported at  the  Sisal  Harbor 
e.  of  Celestiin  15  Nov,  a 
new  location  for  this 
species  (MT).  Gull-billed 
Tern  is  still  very  uncom- 
mon in  the  subregion,  but 
a few  are  seen  each  fall  or 
winter  on  the  n.  coast  of 
Yuc.,  where  one  was  ob- 
served at  the  beach  at  Pro- 
greso 29  Oct  (LK,  BM,  BS) 
and  2 others  were  near 
Telchac  Puerto  9 Nov 
(BM,  RM,  AM,  BS).  Ap- 
proximately 12  Forster’s 
Terns  were  on  a sandbar  at 
Chabihau  e.  of  Progeso  29 
Oct  (LK,  BM,  BS)  and  15 
Nov  (LK,  BM,  BS,  AM). 

DOVES  THROUGH 
HUMMINGBIRDS 

Reports  of  Caribbean 
Dove  are  new  to  the  inte- 
rior of  the  state  of  Yu- 
catan, where  it  has  yet  to 
be  documented.  Two  ex- 
cellent bird  guides  report- 
ed one  near  the  village  of 
Kankabchen  on  road  to 
Chichen  Itza  15  Oct  (DB, 
GT),  and  there  was  anoth- 
er report  for  15  Nov 
somewhere  between  Celestun  and  Uxmal 
(RL).  Reports  of  Eurasian  or  African  Collared- 
Dove  are  becoming  more  and  more  frequent. 
Records,  though  not  clearly  identified  to 
species,  include:  one  at  Playa  del  Carmen,  Q. 
Roo  17  Oct  (MC,  DS);  5 at  Celestiin  24  Oct 
(MC,  DS);  2 at  Jose  Maria  Morelos  25  Oct 
(MC,  DS);  and  2 at  Tulum  25  Oct  (MC,  DS).  In 
addition,  the  species  is  increasing  at  Progreso, 
where  3 were  seen  within  two  blocks  of  each 
other  29  Oct  (LK,  BM,  BS),  and  there  are  re- 
ports from  local  birders  that  they  are  prevalent 
throughout  the  town.  A Ruddy  Quail-Dove 
was  seen  near  Uxmal  16  Nov,  slightly  n.  of  typ- 
ical range  (GH,  MT),  while  a Mangrove  Cuck- 
oo was  located  between  Muna  and  Ticul,  Yuc. 
15  Nov  (GH,  MT).  A flock  of  300  Common 
Nighthawks  was  seen  in  passage  over  Tulum 
village,  Q.  Roo  17  Sep  on  their  way  southward 
(WS).  A Cinnamon  Hummingbird  was  ob- 
served 6 km  nw.  of  Santa  Elena  1 Nov  (RM, 
AM),  where  not  mapped  by  Howell  & Webb. 

Single  Olive-sided  Flycatchers,  a species  re- 
ported from  the  Puerto  Morelos,  Q.  Roo  area 


annually  in  recent  years,  were  at  Coba  17  & 
19  Oct  (MC,  DS).  A thousand  Eastern  King- 
birds were  reported  23  Sep  flying  over  the  n. 
coast  of  the  Sian  Ka’an  Biosphere  Reserve,  Q. 
Roo  at  Pez  Maya,  and  another  200  were  not- 
ed 23  Sep  at  same  location  (WS).  An  annual 
but  uncommon  migrant,  a Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher was  seen  in  grasses  in  coastal  dune 
habitat  at  Celestun  23  Oct  (HD,  SM),  and  a 
Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  was  seen  in  s.  Yucatan 
between  Sudzal  Chico  and  Valle  de  Sur  15 
Nov  (GH,  MT).  An  uncommon  Black- 
crowned  Tityra  was  seen  eating  fruits  of  the 
laurel  tree  15  Oct  in  the  park  at  Tunkas,  e.  of 
Izamal  (DB,  GT), 

A total  of  4 Yellow-throated  Vireos  were  on 
a short  stretch  of  forest  in  Chumbec  near  Iza- 
mal 9 Nov  (BM,  RM,  AM,  BS);  these  may  have 
well  have  been  late  transients  rather  than 
winter  residents.  A Yellow-green  Vireo  was 
still  at  Coba  18  Oct  (MC,  DS),  while  another 
was  seen  as  late  as  15  Nov  on  the 
Chunchucmil  road  s.  of  Celestun  (AD,  SM). 
High  numbers  of  migrating  Purple  Martins 
were  reported  from  the  Sian  Ka’an  coast:  200- 
300  flying  southward  over  Punta  Allen  8 & 9 
Sep  (WS);  1500  passed  over  San  Juan,  13  km 
s.  of  Punta  Allen,  15  Sep  (WS);  300  were  seen 
12  km  s.  of  Progreso,  with  30  Cliff  Swallows, 
21  Sep  (BM,  AS);  and  one  over  Progreso  15 
Nov,  a month  later  than  its  usual  passage 
through  the  subregion  (GH,  MT). 

A Long-billed  Gnatwren  was  seen  by  two 
experienced  bird  guides  far  from  its  known 


The  first  record  for  Nuevo  Leon  of  Prairie  Warbler,  which  is 
very  rare  in  Mexico  away  from  the  Yucatan  Peninsula,  came 
from  Parque  Ecoiogico  Chipinque,  Monterrey  on  27  Septem- 
ber 2008.  Photograph  by  Diana  Zorrilla. 

distributional  range  in  the  subregion,  about  4 
km  s.  of  San  Antonio  Chuc  on  a road  leading 
to  Rancho  San  Ramon  Xcalakchen  e.  of  Iza- 
mal 15  Oct  (DB,  GT).  A Gray-cheeked 
Thrush  was  reported  20  Oct  at  Coba,  slightly 
inland  from  its  usual  coastal  migration  route 
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(MC,  DS).  Black  Catbird  is  distributed 
throughout  the  state  of  Yucatan  but  is  ex- 
tremely local,  so  it  is  always  of  interest  to 
know  where  they  are  seen.  One  was  reported 
near  Buctzotz  in  n.-cen.  Yucatan  15  Oct  (DB, 
GT);  6 were  seen  between  Sudzal  Chico  and 
Tigre  Grande  in  s.  Yucatan  15  Nov  (GH,  MX); 
and  2 more  were  found  in  the  mangroves  at 
Celestun  the  same  day  (AD).  A European 
Starling  was  seen  at  Celestun  15  Nov,  almost 
the  same  date  as  when  5 were  observed  there 
in  2006  (HD,  SM). 

A male  first-generation-type  Brewster’s 
Warbler  was  seen  at  the  Cozumel  Country 
Club,  Q.  Roo  15  Oct  (MC,  DS).  This  consti- 
tutes only  the  3rd  report  of  this  hybrid  on  the 
peninsula.  Two  Orange-crowned  Warblers 
were  well  described  on  road  between  Tzalam 
and  Chumbec  e.  of  Izamal  15  Oct  (DB,  GT). 
Single  Black-throated  Blue  Warblers,  an  ad. 
female  at  Rio  Lagartos  Village  21  Oct  and  a 
first-fall  female  at  Celestun  the  next  day,  are 
of  interest,  as  they  are  rarely  reported  on  the 
Gulf  coast  (MC,  DS).  Two  male  Cerulean 
Warblers,  another  rare  transient  through  the 


subregion,  were  seen  7 Sep  in  Progreso  (AM, 
AG).  A rarely  reported  Kentucky  Warbler  was 
seen  near  Kankabchen  on  the  road  to 
Chichen  Itza  15  Oct  (DB,  GT),  and  another 
was  at  Dos  Lagunas  in  s.  Yucatan  15  Nov 
(GH,  MX).  Hooded  Warblers  were  still  mi- 
grating through  1 Nov,  as  10-12  were  heard  or 
seen  at  Santa  Elena  in  s.  Yucatan  1 Nov  (BM, 
RM,  AM,  RP),  and  the  same  number  was  re- 
ported at  Coba  the  next  day  (DB,  GT).  A Wil- 
son’s Warbler  was  reported  near  Kankabchen 
on  road  to  Chichen  Itza  15  Oct  (DB,  GT). 

A Gray-headed  Tanager  was  reported  from 
the  forested  area  between  Sudzal  Chico  and 
Tigre  Grande  in  s.  Yucatan  15  Nov  (GH,  MT), 
along  with  a Rose-throated  Tanager  (GH, 
MT).  These  two  humid  forest  birds  to  date 
have  only  been  found  in  the  state  of  Yucatan 
s.  of  Uxmal  and  se.  of  El  Cuyo.  A female 
Black-throated  Shrike-Tanager  was  feeding 
down  low  at  Santa  Rosa  Xtampak  2 km  ne.  of 
Hopelchm,  Camp.  29  Nov,  n.  of  its  known 
distribution  range  (BM).  A pair  of  endemic 
Rose-throated  Tanagers  turned  up  in  an  area 
far  from  their  known  distribution,  3 km  s.  of 


Chumbec,  e.  of  Izamal  15  Oct  (DB,  GT).  In 
Acuaparque,  Mmda,  Yuc.,  2 Blue-gray  Tan- 
agers were  seen  10  Nov  (BM);  another  was 
seen  at  Santa  Elena  s.  of  Uxmal  16  Nov  (HD, 
SM);  2 were  observed  feeding  at  a fruiting  fig 
tree  at  Hacienda  Chichen,  Chichen  Itza  22 
Oct;  and  2 were  at  a flowering  Cecropia  at  Ux- 
mal 24  Oct  (MC,  DS).  A Clay-colored  Spar- 
row, an  uncommon  migrant  in  the  subregion, 
was  reported  at  Rancho  San  Salvador,  Ria  La- 
gartos Biosphere  Reserve,  Yuc.  22  Nov  (GH). 

Contributors  (subregional  editor  in  bold- 
face): David  Bacab,  Michael  Carmody,  Fran- 
cisco Cutz,  Alexander  Dzib,  Henry  Dzib,  Gre- 
gory Homel,  Luis  Ku,  Ramiro  Lara,  Barbara 
MacKinnon,  Stennie  Meadours,  Alberto 
Mezquita,  Rodrigo  Migoya,  Ana  Morales,  Ri- 
cardo Pasos,  David  Salas,  Waldemar  Santa- 
maria,  Beverly  Scott,  Melgar  Tabasco, 
Guilmer  Tun,  Sally  Wechsler.  © 


Hictor  Gomez  de  SiSwa 

Xola  314-E,  03100  Mexico,  D.F.,  Mexico 

(hector.gomezciesilva@gmail.com) 


Central  America  | 


Oliver  Komar 


We  still  know  remarkably  little 
about  the  distribution,  seasonality, 
and  numbers  of  seabirds  off  both 
coasts  of  Central  America,  but  with  each  pass- 
ing season,  we  are  making  incremental 
strides,  especially  on  the  Pacific  side.  Last 
spring,  we  reported  on  Bruce  Mactavish’s 
month-long  expedition  off  the  Pacific  coast  of 
Costa  Rica  and  Nicaragua.  This  fall,  we  high- 
light Ricardo  Ibarra’s  and  Luis  Pineda’s  expe- 
ditions off  western  El  Salvador,  which  began 
in  October  2007.  Although  most  of  the 
species  they  are  reporting  will  undoubtedly 
someday  be  considered  routine,  even  com- 
monplace occurrences,  others  may  stand  the 
test  of  time  as  the  rare  exceptions. 

The  ever-changing  nature  of  Central  Amer- 


ica’s avian  landscape  becomes  more  apparent 
with  each  passing  season.  Open-country  and 
non-native  species  are  on  the  march:  Yellow- 
headed Caracara  is  continuing  its  expansion 
onto  the  Caribbean  slope  of  Costa  Rica,  while 
Large-billed  Seed-Finch,  first  reported  in 
North  America  just  over  a year  ago  near  the 
Colombian  border,  has  already  moved  130 
kilometers  northwestward  into  Panama 
Province.  In  the  other  direction.  Grayish 
Saltator  continues  its  march  into  western 
Panama  from  Costa  Rica.  So  far,  the  predicted 
invasion  of  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  into  Cen- 
tral America  has  not  materialized,  but  a report 
from  Liberia  near  the  Pacific  coast  of  Costa 
Rica  may  foretell  an  “occupation”  not  unlike 
the  remarkable  spread  of  this  species  across 
North  America.  And  then  there’s  the  rice-lov- 
ing Tricolored  Munia,  which  continues  its  ex- 
pansion southeastward  through  the  Pacific 
lowlands  of  Costa  Rica,  albeit  not  as  rapidly 
as  some  had  predicted. 

Fall  migration,  like  no  other  time  of  year, 
brings  a heightened  expectation  of  the  unex- 
pected. In  Central  America,  still  very  much  the 
“frontier”  of  birding  in  North  America,  this  of- 
ten means  a country  first.  We  report  on  no 
fewer  than  six  country  firsts  this  season:  Black- 
vented  Shearwater  in  both  El  Salvador  and 


Costa  Rica,  Yellow-breasted  Crake  in  Hon- 
duras, Curlew  Sandpiper  in  Panama,  Northern 
Wheatear  in  Panama  (a  Central  American 
first),  and  Bay-headed  Tanager  in  Honduras. 
Add  to  these  the  second  Ruby-topaz  Hum- 
mingbird for  Panama  (and  for  North  America), 
El  Salvador’s  second  White-eyed  Vireo,  and  Be- 
lize’s second  Golden-cheeked  Warbler — and 
you  get  an  idea  of  how  many  gems  are  out 
there,  if  only  fleetingly,  awaiting  discovery. 

Abbreviations:  M.P.R.  (Mountain  Pine 
Ridge);  R.A.A.N.  (North  Atlantic  Autono- 
mous Region) 

SHEARWATERS  THROUGH  RAILS 

Establishing  a first  confirmed  record  for  El 
Salvador  were  19  Black-vented  Shearwaters 
seen  offshore  of  Acajutla  (Los  Cobanos),  Son- 
sonate  on  21  Oct  (ph.  Rl,  SH).  Costa  Rica’s 
first  Black-vented  Shearwater  observed  fol- 
lowing a shrimp  trawler  off  the  Osa  Peninsula 
between  Drake’s  Bay  and  Cano  I.  17  Nov  (ph. 
BS,  GG).  Interestingly,  several  individuals 
photographed  in  El  Salvador  and  the  Costa 
Rica  bird  exhibited  pale,  blotchy  head  and 
nape  patterns,  a feature  (of  wear?)  that  is  ap- 
parently not  well  documented.  Other  species 
of  note  seen  by  RI,  LP,  and  SH  off  Acajutla  on 
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One  of  19  seen  off  El  Salvador  on  a 21  October  2008  pelagic  trip,  this  Black-vented 
Shearwater  with  pale  head  and  nape  was  the  first  reliably  recorded  in  El  Salvador 
and  Central  America.  Another  Black-vented  Shearwater,  also  pale  across  the  head 
and  nape  (a  condition  thought  to  be  due  to  excessive  wear),  was  photographed 
off  Costa  Rica  four  weeks  later.  Photograph  by  Ricardo  Ibarra. 


The  first  for  El  Salvador  in  28  years,  this  juvenile  Ornate 
Hawk-Eagle  was  discovered  in  Montecristo  National  Park  on 

1 0 October  2008.  Photograph  by  Iselda  ¥ega. 

24  Sep  and  by  RI  on  21  Oct  included  6 and  43 
Wedge-tailed  Shearwaters,  respectively,  an 
Audubon’s  (Galapagos)  Shearwater  on  24  Sep 
(ph.  SH)  and  4 on  21  Oct  (roughly  the  5th  and 
6th  reports  for  El  Salvador),  and  2 Wedge- 
rumped  Storm-Petrels  on  24  Sep  (ph.  SH), 
with  another  seen  21  Oct,  El  Salvador’s  4tli 
and  5th.  These  latter  three  species  may  prove 
to  be  regular,  even  seasonally  common,  off  the 
coast  of  n.  Central  America,  as  more  birders 
venture  out  to  sea  in  search  of  pelagics. 

A Blue-footed  Booby  and  a brown  morph 
Red-footed  Booby  in  Bahia  de  la  Union  and 
Golfo  de  Fonseca,  La  Union  16  Oct  (both  ph. 
Rl)  were  the  9th  and  6th  reported  for  El  Sal- 
vador, respectively.  A Brown  Pelican  at  L.  Ati- 
tlan,  Solold  16  Aug  (ph.  JFH)  was  at  an  inland 
locality  in  Guatemala  where  they  are  not  of- 
ten seen.  In  Belize,  where  it  is  seldom  en- 
countered, a Pinnated  Bittern  was  seen  along 


the  road  to  Spanish  Lookout, 
Cayo,  2.5  km  n.  of  the  Belize  R. 
22  Sep  (PB  et  al.),  and  in 
Guatemala,  a Least  Bittern  was 
seen  27  Oct  at  Tikal,  Peten 
(KE,  CA),  where  the  species  is 
uncommon.  For  the  4th  con- 
secutive year,  a Jabiru  was  seen 
flying  high  in  apparent  south- 
ward migration  from  the  ob- 
servation tower  at  Kekoldi, 
Hone  Creek,  Limon.  this  year 
on  12  Oct  (ph.  NU,  DM  et  al.). 
Each  year,  one  has  been  ob- 
served in  southbound  flight, 
usually  in  the  last  week  of  Sep. 
Jabirus  are  not  found  in  this 
part  of  Costa  Rica 
— the  closest  regular  spot  for 
them  is  Cano  Negro  near  the 
Nicaragua  border.  Also  of  note 
were  10  Wood  Storks  flying  over- 
head well  inland  in  the  mts.  at 
Finca  El  Pilar,  2 km  se.  of  An- 
tigua Guatemala,  Sacatepequez  26 
Oct  (KE,  MS). 

Plumbeous  Kites  generally  mi- 
grate near  the  coast,  so  2 seen  in 
migration  in  Alajuela  1 km  e.  of 
Juan  Santamaria  International 
Airport  at  900  m elevation  on  the 
Pacific  slope  of  the  Central  Valley 
20  Aug  (JZ)  were  unexpected. 

Also  unexpected  was  a Black-col- 
lared Hawk  at  Tikal  5 Oct  (KE, 

CA);  this  species  is  rarely  report- 
ed in  n.  Peten.  Sharp-shinned 
Hawk  is  a rare  migrant  in  Belize; 
the  only  one  reported  this  fall 
was  one  near  Maya  Center,  Stann 
Creek  6 Oct  (RP,  CH).  Solitary  Eagle  is  report- 
ed with  increasing  frequency  in  Belize;  how- 
ever, most  of  the  reports  may  pertain  to  just 
one  or  two  pairs  in  the  M.PR.  The  latest  re- 
port is  of  an  ad.  pair  seen  soaring  over  Sibun 
Gorge,  Cayo.  then  heading  westward  toward 
Hidden  Valley  22  Sep  (ph.  RP,  CH). 

Now  that  a few  dedicated  individuals  are 
counting  hawks  migrating  through  Belize  in 
fall,  several  species  once  thought  to  be  rare 
are  now  being  reported  in  small  numbers 
nearly  every  fall.  Broad-winged  Hawk  is  a 
prime  example.  This  fall,  small  numbers  were 
observed  regularly  in  M.P.R.,  Cockscomb 
Basin,  and  Punta  Gorda  between  21  Sep  and 
6 Oct  (RP,  CH).  An  ad.  seen  near  the  n.  en- 
trance to  M.PR.  3 Oct  (RP,  CH),  however, 
may  have  been  a bird  returning  for  its  2nd 
winter,  as  a juv.  was  seen  less  than  a kilome- 
ter away  the  previous  Jan.  A Zone-tailed 
Hawk  seen  near  the  jet.  of  Southern  Hwy.  and 


Hummingbird  Hwy.  6 Oct  (RP,  CH)  was  the 
only  one  reported  in  Belize  this  fall.  A juv.  Or- 
nate Hawk-Eagle,  the  first  recorded  in  El  Sal- 
vador in  28  years  and  the  first  at  this  site,  was 
seen  10  Oct  in  Montecristo  N.P.,  Santa  Ana 
(ph.  ly  RJ,  LS,  CZ).  Farther  s.,  in  Panama,  a 
juv.  was  seen  22  Nov  along  Old  Gamboa  Rd. 
n.  of  Panama  City,  Panama  (ph.  GH);  the 
species  is  rare  in  the  lowlands  of  Panama. 
Also  rare  in  Panama,  a juv.  Black-and-white 
Hawk-Eagle  at  the  St.  Francis  Reserve,  Torti, 
e.  Panama  14  Aug  (EC,  LR)  was  the  first  re- 
ported from  this  locality.  A Yellow-headed 
Caracara  flying  over  Rio  Parismina  estuary, 
Limon  23  Nov  (AD)  provided  further  evi- 
dence of  eastward  expansion  on  the 
Caribbean  coast  of  Costa  Rica,  where  it  has 


Rare  in  Central  America,  this  American  Avocet,  seen  16  November  2008  at  El 
Estero  de  Toluca,  El  Salvador,  was  one  of  two  reported  in  autumn  2008. 

Photograph  by  Ricardo  Ibarra. 


One  of  up  to  six  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  seen  in  a muddy 
field  at  Chomes  farms  in  Costa  Rica  from  3-7  (here  3)  Sep- 
tember 2008  was  this  obliging  individual.  Because  shore- 
birds  in  Central  America  are  so  often  neglected,  this  species 
may  prove  to  be  more  frequent  in  the  region  than  the  few 
records  indicate.  Photograph  bySte¥en  Easley. 
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Not  only  have  observers  paid  little  attention  to  shorebirds  in  Central  America  until 
recently.  Red-necked  Phalaropes  are  largely  pelagic,  placing  them  beyond  the  reach 
of  most.  At  minimum,  they  should  be  fairly  common  off  El  Salvador,  as  large  num- 
bers vacate  North  America  for  South  American  wintering  grounds  each  fall.  Yet  there 
have  been  surprisingly  few  records — until  now.  This  individual  was  among  556  seen 
off  Acajutia  24  September  2008.  Photograph  by  Stef  any  Henn'quez. 


Like  Red-necked  Phalarope,  Sabine's  Gull  winters  in  South 

American  waters  and  should  occur  regularly  in  the 
nearshore  waters  off  the  Pacific  coast  of  Central  America 
during  passage.  However,  such  has  not  been  the  case,  at 
least  in  the  northern  part  of  the  region,  almost  certainly 
due  to  poor  coverage  of  birds  at  sea.  This  individual  was  one 
of  two  seen  in  El  Salvador  off  Acajutia  on  24  September 
2008.  Fifteen  more  were  seen  in  the  same  general  area  on 
21  October.  Photograph  by  StefanyHenriquez. 

only  recently  been  recorded. 

Establishing  a first  record  for  Darien,  sever- 
al Gray-breasted  Crakes  were  heard  calling  3- 
7 Aug  around  the  airstrip  at  El  Real  (EC).  A 
Uniform  Crake  was  observed  along  the  War- 
rie  Trail,  Cockscomb  Basin,  Stann  Creek  26 
Aug  QB),  near  where  one  was  observed  17 
months  earlier.  There  are  few  records  of  this 
species  from  Belize.  Providing  the  first  record 
for  Honduras,  a Yellow-breasted  Crake  was 
seen  11  Aug  at  L.  Yojoa,  Cortes  (tMC,  RG, 
KL),  and  a Spotted  Rail  observed  on  Caye 
Caulker  3 Nov  (]B)  provided  the  hrst  record 
for  Belize  away  from  the  mainland,  where  it  is 
presumed  to  be  a rare  resident. 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Unusual  was  an  inland  occurrence  of  Black- 
bellied  Plover  at  Fresh  Catch  Fish  Farm  near 
La  Democracia,  Belize  2 Nov  (PB  et  ah).  Also 


at  Fresh  Catch  Fish  Farm  on 
2 Nov  were  2 American  Av- 
ocets;  another  was  at  Estero 
de  Toluca,  La  Libertad  16 
Nov  (ph.  RI).  This  species  is 
reported  less  than  annually 
in  Belize  and  El  Salvador. 
Three  Wandering  Tattlers 
seen  12  Aug  at  Los 
Cobanos,  Sonsonate  (vt.  JF, 
LA)  appear  to  be  the  earliest 
fall  reports  for  El  Salvador. 
Long-billed  Curlew  is  an- 
other rare  shorebird  in  most 
of  Central  America.  This 
fall,  3 were  observed  in  Be- 
lize on  Caye  Chapel  28  Sep 
(ST),  with  one  remaining 
until  at  least  3 Oct  (ph.  JB). 
In  Costa  Rica,  one  was  seen  at  Colorado  de 
Abangares,  Puntarenas  on  the  relatively  early 
date  of  14  Sep  (AD,  PM,  LV,  GM), 
and  in  Panama,  one  was  on  the 
mudflats  at  Panama  Viejo  in  e. 

Panama  City  5 Oct  (ph.  IF), 
where  one  or  2 have  been  winter- 
ing almost  every  year  since  1998. 

Two  Surfbirds  were  at  Los 
Cobanos  12  Aug  OF  LA),  provid- 
ing the  2nd  earliest  fall  record  for 
El  Salvador.  Although  there  are 
only  about  half  a dozen  records 
for  the  country,  continued  shore- 
bird  studies  will  likely  show  this 
and  a few  other  “rare”  shorebirds 
to  be  annual  in  occurrence.  Two 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  at  a small 
roadside  puddle  at  3000  m in  Ojo 
de  Agua,  San  Jose  20  Oct  (JZ) 
were  at  high  elevation,  typical  of 
migrants  of  this  species  but  not  of  other  peep. 
Providing  the  first  record  for  Panama  and  one 
of  the  few  for  the  Region  was  a juv.  Curlew 
Sandpiper  seen  foraging  with  Willets,  West- 
ern Sandpipers,  and  dowitchers  on  the  mud- 
flats at  Panama  Viejo  27  Oct  (tTH).  Very 
rarely  reported  in  Costa  Rica,  though  possibly 
overlooked,  4-6  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers 
were  seen  in  a muddy  field  at  Chomes  farms 
along  the  entrance  road  into  Chomes  Shrimp 
Farms,  Puntarenas  3 Sep  (ph.  SE,  KEa  et  al); 
2 were  still  present  7 Sep  (ErC,  JS  et  al.). 

Among  the  pelagic  species  reported  off 
Acajutia  this  fall  were  556  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  24  Sep  (RI,  ph.  SH)  and  4 on  21 
Oct  (RI).  Although  the  species  migrates  along 
the  nearshore  Pacific  all  the  way  to  s.  South 
America,  it  is  rarely  reported  in  El  Salvador. 
Also  present  were  2 Sabine’s  Gulls,  another 
transcontinental  migrant  in  the  nearshore  Pa- 
cihc,  on  24  Sep  (RI,  ph.  SH)  and  15  on  21  Oct 


(RI).  El  Salvador’s  8th  record  of  Brown  Noddy 
came  26  Aug,  when  20  birds  were  seen  in 
front  of  Acajutia  (ph.  RI,  MeR,  LP).  Four 
weeks  later,  on  24  Sep,  10  were  seen  in  the 
same  area  (RI,  ph.  SH,  LP).  Prior  to  last 
spring,  there  were  only  three  El  Salvador 
records.  Another  Brown  Noddy  was  found  on 
the  beach  at  Puerto  Viejo,  Liinon  16  Oct  (ph. 
SE,  KEa,  MS).  It  is  only  occasionally  reported 
from  the  Caribbean  coast  of  Costa  Rica;  typi- 
cally these  are,  like  this  one,  storm-blown 
birds  found  resting  on  a beach.  Seldom  seen 
in  s.  Belize  was  a Forster’s  Tern  in  with  other 
terns,  including  2 Common  Terns,  at  Punta 
Gorda  30  Nov  (ph.  LJ).  A juv.  Parasitic  Jaeger 
found  on  tidal  mudflats  at  Chomes  31  Aug 
(ph.  SE,  BB,  MS)  was  not  only  out  of  place  on- 
shore, but  any  jaeger,  and  especially  Parasitic, 
would  be  rare  inside  the  Gulf  of  Nicoya.  And 
at  sea,  this  species  is  usually  outnumbered  3 
or  4 to  1 by  Pomarine. 


DOVES  THROUGH  VIREOS 

while  the  invading  Eurasian  Collared-Dove 
has  swept  across  North  America  with  un- 
precedented speed  since  it  was  introduced 
into  the  Bahamas  in  the  mid-1970s,  the  same 
cannot  be  said  for  Central  America,  at  least 
not  yet.  In  Costa  Rica,  for  example,  it  has  only 
occasionally  been  seen  in  San  Jose,  and  these 
may  be  escaped  cage  birds  rather  than  birds  of 
wild  provenance.  Tbits,  one  seen  near  the  Pa- 
cific coast  at  Liberia,  Guanacaste  14  Nov  (BS) 
was  noteworthy  as  the  first  recorded  in  Costa 
Rica  away  from  San  Jose.  The  only  other  re- 
ports of  birds  in  Central  America  believed  to 
be  of  wild  provenance  are  two  reports  from 
Belize,  which  are  now  a decade  or  more  old. 
Observers  are  encouraged  to  be  on  the  look- 
out for  this  species,  which  is  increasing  and 
spreading  rather  rapidly  in  Mexico. 

An  estimated  40  Great  Green  Macaws  seen 
flying  over  San  Miguel  de  Grecia  at  the  mouth 


Providing  one  of  the  few  records  for  southern  Belize  was  this  Forster's  Tern 
found  in  a flock  of  terns  and  gulls  at  Punta  Gorda  on  30  November  2008. 
Photograph  by  Lee  Jones. 


VOLUME  63  (2009) 


NUMBER  1 


169 


CENTRAL  AMERICA 


Although  a fairly  common  transient,  Willow  Flycatcher  has 
only  recently  been  recorded  in  winter  in  Belize,  and  only  at 
The  Dump,  a fallow  rice  field  near  Big  Falls  Village,  where 
one  to  two  have  wintered  annually  since  2005.  Based  on  its 
drab  plumage,  complete  lack  of  eye-ring,  and  distinctive 
song  dialect,  this  bird,  first  seen  30  November  2008  (here), 
was  believed  to  be  one  of  the  western  subspecies.  Photo- 
graph by  Lee  Jones. 

of  the  Rio  Sarapiqui  canyon  below  Virgen  del 
Socorro,  Alajuela  18  Oct  (AD)  was  an  impres- 
sive number  for  this  rare  species.  Establishing 
the  hrst  record  for  the  El  Real  area  were  sev- 
eral rare  Saffron-headed  Parrots  seen  feeding 
on  Cecropia  fruit  18  Sept  at  the  Pirre  Ranger 
Station,  Darien  (EC,  ph.  AG,  RD).  Poorly  doc- 
umented in  Nicaragua,  a Mangrove  Cuckoo 
was  at  Bonanza,  R.A.A.N.  23  Nov  (JMe).  In 
Costa  Rica,  a very  young  Rufous-vented 
Ground-Cuckoo,  presumed  to  be  a prema- 
turely hedged  nestling,  was  seen  to  fall  to  the 
ground  from  a perch  4 m up  in  a tree  at  the 
Rainforest  Aerial  Tram,  Limon  20  Aug  (ph. 
ARJG,  MV,  JS),  where  it  later  died  (*Museum 
of  Zoology,  University  of  Costa  Rica).  A 
search  for  the  nest  was  unsuccessful.  The 
tram  has  long  been  the  best  spot  in  the  coun- 
try to  find  this  species. 

A Northern  Potoo  chick  reported  by  guides 
near  the  n.  end  of  New  River  Lagoon,  Orange 
Walk  in  Aug  was  confirmed  21  Aug  (RB).  Al- 
though the  species  is  an  uncommon  resident 
of  Belize,  this  chick  may  constitute  the  first 
confirmed  breeding  record.  A female  Resplen- 
dent Quetzal  observed  feeding  in  gardens 
around  the  Lodge  at  Pico  Bonito,  Atlantida 
15-27  Nov  (ph.  JA)  was  at  about  100  m ele- 
vation. Although  Hondurans  have  reported 
quetzals  at  low  elevations  in  the  past,  foreign 
birders  and  ornithologists  have  routinely  dis- 
missed these  reports — until  now. 

A female  Ruby-topaz  Hummingbird  seen 


A very  rare  migrant  along  the  Caribbean  coast  of  Costa  Rica,  this  Gray  Kingbird 
was  found  at  Cahuita  on  17  October  2008.  Photograph  by  Steven  Easley. 


feeding  at  Heliconia  flowers  4-7 
Aug  at  El  Real,  Darien  (EC)  was 
only  the  2nd  reported  in  Pana- 
ma and  North  America,  the  first 
being  in  1985  from  the  same  lo- 
cality. What  was  almost  certain- 
ly the  same  bird  was  seen  again 
21  Sep  (ph.  AG,  RD).  The  east- 
ernmost record  of  the  s.  Central 
American  endemic  White- 
crested  Coquette  was  estab- 
lished 16  Aug  when  a male  was 
seen  at  Finca  Lerida,  Boquete, 

Chiriqiii  (KA).  A male  Blue- 
throated  Goldentail  at  2400  m 
in  Los  Tarrales  Reserve,  Atitlan 
Volcano,  Sucliitepequez  22  Oct 
(KE,  GL)  was  at  an  unusually 
high  elevation.  Strong-billed  Woodcreeper  is 
uncommon  and  patchily  distributed  in  n.  Cen- 
tral America,  thus  one  each  day  15-16  Aug  at 
Rincon  Grande,  Baja  Verapaz  (vr.  KE,  CA)  was 
considered  noteworthy. 

In  Guatemala,  at  least  2 Belted  Flycatchers 
at  Laguna  Lodge  Eco-Resort  and  Nature  Re- 
serve on  the  n.  slope  of  L.  Atitlan  2-4  Aug 
(ph.  KE,  CA)  were  at  a new  site,  and  an  Olive- 
sided Flycatcher  at  Los  Tarrales  Reserve  7 
Aug  (KE)  was  a very  early  migrant.  An  East- 
ern Wood-Pewee  on  Caye  Caulker  16  Aug 
QB)  was  also  early.  A Willow  Flycatcher  at 
The  Dump  30  Nov+  was  at  a site  in  s.  Belize 


A highlight  of  a remarkable  fall  season  in  Central  America 
was  this  female  Northern  Wheatear  found  in  Panama  near 
the  Las  Olas  Resort  southwest  of  David  on  23  October  2008. 
Photograph  by  Tom  Hince. 

where  up  to  2 have  wintered  the  past  four 
years  (ph.  LJ).  Based  on  its  dull  olive-gray 
plumage  and  slowfitz-biew  song,  it  is  believed 
to  be  one  of  the  sw.  U.S.  subspecies.  Three 
Gray  Kingbirds,  a rarely  reported  migrant  in 


the  Region  and  the  first  documented  from  this 
n.  Nicaraguan  site,  was  observed  moving 
through  Bonanza,  R.A.A.N.  in  a migrating 
flock  of  Easterns  24  Sep  OMe).  Another  at 
Cahuita,  Limon  17  Oct  (ph.  SE,  KEa,  MS)  was 
noteworthy  for  Costa  Rica. 

A male  Bare-necked  Umbrellabird  was  seen 
26  Aug  on  the  Rana  Trail  in  Omar  Torrijos 
N.P.,  Code  QC,  MR).  There  are  few  records 
from  this  locality  in  Panama  at  the  e.  end  of 
the  species’  limited  range.  A White-eyed 
Vireo,  only  the  2nd  recorded  in  El  Salvador, 
was  seen  27  Nov  in  El  Imposible  N.P.  (OK, 
NK).  The  first  record  came  just  last  spring, 
also  from  El  Imposible  N.P  A Blue-headed 
Vireo  was  seen  at  1400  m at  Los  Cedros  de 
Montes  de  Oca  on  the  Pacific  slope  of  the 
Central  Valley,  San  Jose  22  Oct  (RMa).  In  Cos- 
ta Rica,  it  is  a rare  winter  visitor,  with  most 
records  from  Nov  through  Jan.  Another  was 
seen  18  Oct  in  tropical  dry  forest  at  Laguna  de 
Apoyo,  Masaya,  and  3 were  there  26  Oct 
(both  PS).  Although  the  species  occurs  in 
winter  at  higher  elevations  in  nw.  Nicaragua, 
these  were  farther  s.  in  atypical  habitat  at  low 
elevation  (<500  m). 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Two  female  Purple  Martins  were  closely  ob- 
served while  perched  at  Chomes  farms  3 Sep 
(KEa,  JZ).  This  species  is  a rare  migrant  on  the 
Pacific  slope  of  Costa  Rica.  Bank  Swallow  is 
fairly  common  along  the  coast  of  Belize  in  fall 
migration,  and  Cliff  Swallow  is  common  to 
abundant,  but  because  no  systematic  counts 
of  migrating  swallows  have  been  made  in  Be- 
lize away  from  the  coast  until  this  year,  the  rel- 
ative status  of  each  in  the  interior  was  un- 
known. While  single  Bank  Swallows  were  ob- 
served migrating  past  M.ER.  on  22  Sep  and  2 
Oct,  5000+  Cliff  Swallows  were  observed  dai- 
ly at  the  same  site  between  21  Sep  and  2 Oct 
(both  RP,  CH).  Whether  or  not  these  numbers 
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other  individuai  was  mist-netted  and  banded 
at  the  pine-oak  monitoring  station  in  Monte- 
cristo  N.E  12  Sep  (IV,  RJ,  ph.  LS,  CZ).  An  ad. 
male  seen  27  Sep  at  the  Chelemha-Kanti  Shul 
Reserves,  Alta  Verapaz  (KE,  RRX,  JMS,  ECR) 
furnished  the  first  autumn  record  for  this  area 
of  Guatemala.  A Palm  Warbler  at  the  airstrip 
in  El  Real  7 Nov  (KK,  RM,  DarM,  DeM)  es- 
tablished the  2nd  record  for  Darien.  Several 
warbler  species  on  the  Belize  cayes  this  fall 
were  earlier  than  expected.  A Prairie  Warbler 
on  Northeast  Caye,  Glovers  Reef  17  Aug  (PB) 
was  the  earliest  on  record  for  Belize  by  one 
day;  a Prothonotary  Warbler  on  Caye  Caulk- 
er 28  Jul  OB)  was  early;  an  Ovenbird  on  Caye 
Caulker  10  Aug  QB)  established  the  earliest 
fall  date  for  that  species  in  Belize;  a Northern 
Waterthrush  on  Caye  Caulker  18  Aug  was 
early  QB);  and  a Common  Yellowthroat  on 
Caye  Caulker  16  Aug  QB)  provided  what  may 
be  the  earliest  fall  record  for  the  Region. 

An  ad.  male  Hooded  Warbler  23  Oct  at  Los 
Tarrales  Reserve  (KE,  MS)  was  unexpected,  as 
this  species  is  rare  on  the  Pacific  slope  of 
Guatemala.  A Wilson's  Warbler  seen  16  Oct 
on  Ancon  Hill  in  Panama  City  QO)  may  have 
been  the  first  from  the  Panamanian  lowlands. 
This  species  is  also  very  rare  this  far  east.  Rare 
anywhere  in  Costa  Rica,  a Yellow-breasted 
Chat  seen  at  Kara  Avis,  Horquetas,  Heredia  14 
Oct  QAn)  and  another  mist-netted  at  La  Selva 
Biological  Station,  Puerto  Viejo,  Heredia  29 
Oct  (MJ,  JAn)  were  both  noteworthy. 


Providing  only  the  fourth  record  for  El  Salvador  was  this  female  Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  mist-netted  18  November  20D8  at  a shade-grown  coffee  plantation  in  La 
Montahita,  Municipio  de  Santa  Ana.  Photograph  by  Vicky  Galan. 


Discovered  in  North  America  for  the  first  time  in  2007  at  El 
Real  near  the  Colombian  border,  this  Large-billed  Seed- 
Finch  was  photographed  21  September  2008  in  the  same 
area.  Additional  birds  were  seen  this  fall  at  two  other  locali- 
ties farther  west,  including  one  at  St.  Francis  Reserve,  in 
eastern  Panama  Province.  Photograph  by  Alex  Guevara. 

can  be  generalized  to  other  inland  localities  or 
to  other  fall  migration  periods  is  yet  to  be  de- 
termined. Noteworthy  was  at  least  one  Cave 
Swallow  identified  among  the  Cliffs  migrating 
past  M.P.R.  on  2 Oct  (RP,  CH).  Meanwhile,  a 
Cliff  Swallow  on  Northeast  Caye,  Glovers  Reef 
17  Aug  (PB)  was  an  early  migrant. 

A Sedge  Wren,  a species  rarely  reported  in 
Guatemala,  was  seen  31  Jul  and  1 Aug  at  Erai- 
janes,  19  km  se.  of  Guatemala  City  (vr.  JF, 
RE).  Remarkable  was  a female  Northern 
Wheatear  seen  near  the  Las  Olas  Resort  at 
Playa  Barqueta  sw.  of  David,  Chiriqui  23  Oct 
(ph.  TH).  This  is  the  first  wheatear  to  be 
recorded  in  Central  America,  although  there 
are  at  least  two  records  from  the  n.  Yucatan 


Pen.  Exceptionally  early 
was  a well-studied  Swain- 
son’s  Thrush  on  Caye 
Caulker  18  Aug  QB).  Very 
rarely  reported  s.  or  e.  of 
Guatemala,  a Hermit 
Thrush  was  banded  at  Mon- 
tecristo  N.P.,  Santa  Ana  11 
Nov  (ph.  RJ,  CZ).  A Euro- 
pean Starling  seen  25  Oct  in 
the  Santa  Ana  neighborhood 
of  Panama  City  (KA)  was 
only  the  3rd  Panama  record, 
but  its  provenance  must  be 
questioned.  The  species  has 
not  been  reported  in  the  Re- 
gion outside  of  the  Panama 
Canal  Zone. 

Providing  what  may  be 
the  earliest  fall  date  for  the  Region  was  a Blue- 
winged Warbler  on  Caye  Caulker  18  Aug  OB). 
A Northern  Parula  was  at  Barra  de  Santiago, 
Ahuachapdn  25  Oct  (OK,  JT,  RJ).  Although 
there  are  few  records  for  El  Salvador,  it  may  be 
a very  low-density  winter  resident  in  El  Sal- 
vador’s coastal  mangroves,  where  most  of  the 
records  have  originated.  A male  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  was  seen  2 Nov  at  Fresh  Catch 
Fish  Farm  near  La  Democracia  (PB  et  al.).  Al- 
though relatively  common  in  winter  on  the  Be- 
lize cayes,  it  is  seldom  reported  from  the  main- 
land. Most  unexpected,  however,  was  a female 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler,  El  Salvador’s 
4th,  seen  18  Nov  at  a shade-grown  coffee  finca 
in  the  village  of  La  Montanita,  Municipio  de 
Santa  Ana,  Santa  Ana  (ph.  VG). 

Golden-cheeked  Warblers  continue  to 
make  news  in  the  Region.  A male  Golden- 
cheeked Warbler  was  discovered  by  a tourist 
on  Caye  Chapel  1 Oct  (ST).  When 
JB,  who  lives  on  neighboring  Caye 
Caulker,  learned  of  this  report  two 
days  later,  he  jumped  in  his  boat 
and  went  to  look.  Fortunately,  he 
was  able  to  find  it  with  relative  ease 
in  the  same  locality.  Although  this 
species  has  been  reported  from  Be- 
lize on  several  other  occasions, 
there  has  only  been  one  previously 
documented  record  from  the  coun- 
try. In  Honduras,  at  Cusuco  N.E, 

Cortes,  a young  male  was  captured  2 
Aug  (WS,  ph.  AB)  and  another  (sex 
and  age  not  provided)  was  captured 
the  following  day.  Both  birds  were 
banded  with  green,  numbered  color 
bands.  These  captures  are  notable  in 
being  the  first  of  this  species  ever 
banded  on  the  wintering  grounds. 

In  El  Salvador,  where  there  is  a 
small  wintering  population,  yet  an- 


THRUSH-TANAGER 
THROUGH  MUNIA 

Rosy  Thrush-Tanagers  were  found  to  be  com- 
mon at  1800-m  Finca  Lerida,  Boquete, 
Chiriqui  on  18  Aug  (KA);  the  previously 


This  Clay-colored  Sparrow,  a vagrant  in  Guatemala,  was  seen  in  a mixed 
flock  of  Indigo  and  Painted  Buntings  and  White-collared  Seedeaters  in 
Tikal  on  28  October  2008.  Photograph  by  Michael  Schulz. 
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It  was  once  thought  that  most  non-migratory  species  in  the  tropics  were  almost  com- 
pletely sedentary,  dispersing  only  far  enough  to  hnd  a vacant  territory.  But  observa- 
tions of  a number  of  such  species  on  the  Belize  cayes  over  the  past  decade  demonstrate 
otherwise.  This  juvenile  Black-cowled  Oriole,  found  on  Caye  Caulker  around  9 Septem- 
ber 2008,  was  yet  another  in  the  growing  list  of  mainland  residents  turning  up  periodi- 
cally on  the  cayes.  Photograph  by  Jim  Beveridge. 


known  high  elevation  for  this  species  in  Pana- 
ma was  1200  m.  A Summer  Tanager  28  Aug 
on  Caye  Caulker  QB)  was  a very  early  mi- 
grant. An  unspecified  number  of  Bay-headed 
Tanagers  were  reported  on  the  lower  lodge 
property  at  the  Lodge  at  Pico  Bonito,  Atldnti- 
da  27  Nov  (BW,  GeM).  Although  no  other 
specifics  were  given,  the  record  appears  to  be 
the  hrst  credible  report  for  Honduras.  Guides 
for  the  Lodge  have  been  reporting  this  species 
for  at  least  a year,  but  none  of  those  reports 
have  been  included  in  this  column;  this  is  the 
first  time  an  actual  date  was  reported.  Given 
that  this  is  a new  species  for  the  country,  we 
hope  that  photographic  documentation  can 
be  obtained  in  the  near  future. 

Large-billed  Seed-Finches  were  seen  and 
heard  singing  3-7  Aug  at  El  Real  (EC)  and 
again  on  21  Sep  (EC,  ph.  AG,  RD).  These 
records  established  the  regular  presence  of  the 
species  at  the  spot  where  it  was  hrst  recorded 
for  North  America  in  2007.  Two  singing 
males,  a female,  and  a juv.  were  seen  6 Nov  at 
a new  locality  7.5  km  w.  of  Yaviza,  Darien 
(KK,  RM,  DarM,  DeM).  Yet  another  individ- 
ual was  seen  14  Aug  at  the  St.  Francis  Re- 
serve, Torti,  e.  Panama  (EC,  LR),  thus  estab- 
lishing the  westernmost  record  and  suggest- 
ing the  species  may  be  spreading  westward 
with  the  clearing  of  forestland.  A pair  of  Blue 
Seedeaters  was  at  Los  Tarrales  Reserve  7 Aug 


(ph,  KE),  and  another 
pair  was  there  12  Aug 
(ph.  KE,  ALL,  JLL,  EB). 
This  species  is  rare  in 
Guatemala.  A Clay-col- 
ored Sparrow  at  Tikal  28 
Oct  (ph.  MS,  KE)  provid- 
ed the  hrst  record  for  the 
Atlantic  slope  of 
Guatemala  and  the  hrst 
photographic  documen- 
tation for  the  species  in 
Guatemala.  In  Panama,  a 
Grayish  Salta  tor  seen  13 
Aug  on  the  grounds  of 
Villa  Marita  in  Boquete 
(ph.  KA)  was  only  the 
2nd  to  be  found  in 
Chiriqui,  both  from  this 
locality.  The  species  has  recently  colonized 
Panama,  being  hrst  recorded  in  Bocas  del  Tow 
in  2003. 

Several  singing  Yellow-hooded  Blackbirds 
at  El  Real  3-7  Aug  (EC)  and  21  Sep  (EC,  AG, 
RD)  established  the  continued  presence  of 
this  species  at  this  location  since  it  was  hrst 
reported  for  North  America  in  2007.  Howev- 
er, it  was  not  found  at  this  site  on  7 Nov  by 
KK,  RM,  DarM,  and  DeM.  Farther  north,  in 
Guatemala,  an  imm.  Black-vented  Oriole  25 
Sep  at  Chelemha  Reserve,  Alta  Verapaz  (KE, 
RRX,  JMS,  ECR)  was  the  hrst  to  be  recorded 
in  the  Yaliux  mountain  range,  and  a juv. 
Black-cowled  Oriole  on  Caye  Caulker  around 
9 Sep  (ph.  JB)  was  the  hrst  to  be  recorded  on 
the  Belize  cayes.  Like  many  mainland  species 
that  occasionally  turn  up  on  Caye  Caulker,  it 
likely  came  from  Ambergris  Caye,  a long  nar- 
row peninsula  7 km  to  the  north.  Noteworthy 
for  Guatemala  was  a pair  of  Red  Crossbills  at 
Rincon  Grande  15  Sep  (KE,  CA).  Two  ad.  Tri- 
colored Munias  hying  over  rice  helds  6 km  se. 
of  Palmar  Sur,  Puntarenas  7 Sep  QZ)  were  180 
km  se.  from  its  previously  known  distribu- 
tional limit  in  Esparza.  It  appears  that  the 
only  areas  left  to  colonize  on  the  Pacihc  side 
of  Costa  Rica  are  the  rice-producing  areas  in 
the  Golfo  Duke  lowlands.  It  has  yet  to  be 
recorded  in  neighboring  Nicaragua  or  Pana- 
ma, or  on  the  Caribbean  slope  of  Costa  Rica. 


Corrigendum:  In  North  American  Birds  61: 
169,  the  Brown-headed  Cowbird  seen  at  the 
Tropical  Education  Center  was  in  Belize  Dis- 
trict, not  Cayo  District.  In  North  American 
Birds  62:  316,  the  date  of  the  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  at  Panama’s  Tocumen  Airport  was 
4 Dec  2007. 
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West  indies  & Bermuda 


Andrew  Dobson 
Anthony  White 

Robert  L.  I^orton 


The  most  significant  event  of  fall  2008 
in  the  West  Indies  was  Hurricane  Ike, 
which  passed  directly  over  flamingo 
colonies  in  the  Bahamas  and  Cuba — with  dis- 
parate effects  on  the  two  colonies.  The  season 
also  produced  a number  of  unusual  records, 
with  firsts  for  Bermuda,  Guadeloupe,  and  the 
Bahamas.  Barbados  recorded  its  third  Purple 
Heron  as  well  as  three  Eurasian  Spoonbills. 
These  two  species  have  yet  to  be  added  to  the 
A.O.U.  Check-list.  Guadeloupe  recorded  its 
first  Black  Kite,  with  another  in  Barbados  (the 
third  and  fourth  records  for  the  Region).  The 
U.S.  Virgin  Islands  had  its  second  record  of 
Fork-tailed  Flycatcher.  Bahamas  had  poten- 
tial first  sightings  of  Canada  Warbler  and 
Ruff,  though  the  latter  was  not  well  docu- 
mented. Bermuda  had  its  hrst  Ross’s  Goose; 
but  overall,  Bermuda’s  fall  migration  was  very 
poor.  There  were  noticeably  lower  numbers  of 
warblers.  Only  34  of  the  39  warbler  species 
on  the  Bermuda  list  were  seen  this  fall,  and 
for  at  least  10  of  these  species,  fewer  than  six 
individuals  were  seen. 

The  Turks  & Caicos  Islands  government  de- 
clared 2007  the  Year  of  the  Environment,  so  it 
was  surprising  that  2008  has  produced  an  un- 
precedented number  of  complaints  from  citi- 
zens and  non-governmental  organizations 
about  unbridled  development.  The  list  of  proj- 
ects and  abuses  to  the  environment  is  too  long 
to  cite  here  but  can  be  found  in  the  U.K.  Over- 
seas Territories  Conservation  Forum’s  newslet- 
ter #32.  Turks  & Caicos  Islands  is  an  overseas 
territory  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  a com- 
mittee of  the  U.K.  House  of  Commons  is  al- 
ready expressing  concern  (<www.ukotcf.org>). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  TERNS 

Two  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  were  seen 
at  Vieux-Habitants,  Guadeloupe  9 Aug  (AL), 
while  at  least  three  pairs  were  found  breeding 


at  St.  Philip,  Barbados  during  Oct  (RB).  One 
at  Southgate  Pond,  St.  Croix  6-9  Sep  was  pos- 
sibly the  3rd  ever  recorded  on  the  island  (LY, 
CCB).  Two  Snow  Geese  were  seen  flying  west- 
ward over  Cloverdale,  Bermuda  22  Nov  (AD). 
They  were  later  discovered  at  Government 
House  grounds.  Another  flew  in  off  the  sea  at 
Cooper’s  Pt.  23  Nov  (AD),  and  probably  the 
same  bird  was  present  at  Port  Royal  G.C.  26 
Nov+.  Bermuda’s  first  record  of  Ross’s  Goose 
26  Oct  near  Gibbit’s  Bay  (B&SB)  was  relocat- 
ed on  Belmont  G.C.  25  Nov+  (DW,  ph.  AD). 
A Canada  Goose  arrived  at  Lyford  Cay  G.C., 
New  Providence,  Bahamas  in  the  last  week  in 
Nov  (BPa,  fide  AW);  another  was  reported 
from  the  n.  end  of  Cat  I.,  Bahamas  near  Dick- 
ies Rd.  (date  not  known;  jicfc  PM).  The  long- 
staying  male  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  present 
throughout  the  period  in  Bermuda  (AD).  In 
Puerto  Rico,  White-cheeked  Pintails  (114) 
were  seen  on  eight  different  lagoons  in  the 
Vieques  N.W.R.  5-15  Sep,  with  a high  of  50  on 
Laguna  Puerto  Diablo  13  Sep  (DG).  Single 
Northern  Pintails  were  at  Spittal  Pond, 
Bermuda  15  Aug  (earliest  fall  record  by  15 
days;  FA)  and  at  Port  Louis,  Guadeloupe  15 
Oct  (AL).  A fiock  of  16  Ring-necked  Ducks 
were  at  Trott’s  Pond,  Bermu- 
da 22  Nov+  (AD).  A record 
21  Lesser  Scaup  were 
recorded  in  Bermuda  22 
Nov,  with  14  at  Spittal  Pond 
(the  largest  single  flock  ever 
recorded  in  Bermuda)  and  7 
at  Trott’s  Pond  (AD,  PW).  A 
male  Long-tailed  Duck  was 
present  on  Ship’s  Hill  Pond 
20-22  Oct  (DW),  the  first 
record  since  1990  and  only 
the  6th  record  for  Bermuda. 

A Bufflehead  arrived  on 
North  Pond,  Bermuda  11 
Nov  (DW).  A record  17 
Hooded  Mergansers  were 
seen  at  various  Bermuda  lo- 
cations 26  Nov  (DW).  A Hooded  Merganser 
was  at  Rock  Sound,  Eleuthera  20  Nov  (EC), 
and  3 were  at  Harrold  and  Wilson  Ponds  N.R, 
New  Providence  28  Nov  (AW,  PD). 

There  were  15  Pied-billed  Grebes  at  Vieux- 
Habitants,  Guadeloupe  9 Aug  (AL).  A pair  of 
Bermuda  Petrels  was  found  in  a burrow  on 
Nonsuch  L,  Bermuda  10  Nov — the  first  in- 
stance of  nesting  on  the  island  since  the  early 
1600s.  By  the  month’s  end,  six  burrows  had 
been  prospected  there  QM).  Also  on  Bermu- 
da, single  Magnificent  Frigatebirds  were  over 
Spittal  Pond  7 Oct  (WS)  and  Government 
House  grounds  and  North  Shore  20  Nov  (RG, 
HW).  An  imm.  Brown  Booby  at  Warwick 
Long  Bay  1 Sep  OM^)  was  seen  at  various 


Bermuda  locations  through  11  Oct  (AD).  Pos- 
sibly the  same  bird  was  seen  off  Hog  Bay  Park 
29  Nov  (AD).  In  the  Bahamas,  EB  and  BB  saw 
a Brown  Booby  over  Abaco  Sound  near  Treas- 
ure Cay  4 Aug,  BP  saw  one  off  the  n.  tip  of 
Long  1.  7 Aug,  and  5 were  on  Booby  Rocks,  e. 
of  Rose  1.  23  Aug  (P&OS).  A juv.  Red-footed 
Booby  circled  BP’s  boat  off  Hogsty  Reef  5 Aug. 
DG  reported  that  Brown  Pelicans  were  absent 
from  Cayo  Canejo,  Vieques  5-15  Sep,  former- 
ly a major  Puerto  Rican  breeding  colony. 

One,  possibly  2,  American  Bitterns  were  at 
Rock  Sound  15-20  Nov  (JW,  JDW,  EC,  ADe, 
JT,  SJ),  and  one  was  at  Reef  G.C.,  Grand  Ba- 
hama 22  Nov  (BP).  A nesting  Least  Bittern 
with  4 eggs  was  discovered  at  Port  Louis 
swamp,  Guadeloupe  29  Oct  (AL).  A Great 
White  Heron  was  at  West  End,  Grand  Bahama 
13  Sep  (BP,  EB).  A Gray  Heron,  a regular 
species  in  Barbados,  was  present  Oct+  at  St. 
Lucy  (m.ob.).  Two  Tricolored  Herons  were  at 
Vieux  Habitants,  Guadeloupe  4 Oct  (ED, 
NH).  A juv.  Purple  Heron,  the  3rd  for  Barba- 
dos, was  identified  at  Kendal  Sporting  28  Sep 
(RB,  EBM,  KW).  A Little  Blue  Heron  was  not- 
ed at  Vieux-Habitants,  Guadeloupe  9 Aug 
(AL).  An  imm.  Black-crowned  Night-Heron 


was  at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  24  Oct+  (PW), 
and  another  was  found  at  Beautiran,  Guade- 
loupe 2 Nov  (AL).  Three  Eurasian  Spoonbills 
were  in  Barbados  17  Nov,  2 at  St  Lucy  (DA, 
ME,  RB  et  al.)  and  one  St.  Philip  (RB). 

A Black  Kite  was  present  23  Oct-22  Nov  at 
Gaschet  Res.— the  first  for  Guadeloupe  and 
3rd  for  the  Caribbean  (AL,  OT,  SV).  Another 
Black  Kite  was  seen  18  Nov  at  St.  Lucy,  Bar- 
bados (RB,  ME,  MK  et  al.).  Two  years  ago, 
there  were  four  Osprey  nests  on  New  Provi- 
dence; this  year  there  were  none  (AW,  PD).  A 
Northern  Harrier  was  at  Bahamas  Youth 
Camp,  New  Providence  1 Nov  (OG).  A Coop- 
er’s Hawk  flew  over  Mid-Ocean  G.C.,  Bermu- 
da 19  Nov  (PW).  Eight  Caribbean  Coots  were 


This  adult  Ross's  Goose,  Bermuda's  first,  was  originally  seen  25  October  2008  at 
Flatt's  Inlet  and  then  relocated  at  Belmont  Golf  Course  25-30  (here  25)  November 
and  later.  Photograph  by  Andrew  Dobson. 
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r"  ^ Hurricane  Ike,  a Category  3 storm,  passed  dirertly  over  American  Flamingo  colonies  in  the  Bahamas  and  Cuba  on  7 & 
,.i  I ; 8 Sep.  The  flamingos  at  Great  Inagua,  Bahamas  had  completed  breeding,  and  most  left  the  area  before  the  storm.  A 
check  after  the  storm  found  about  30  birds  that  had  suffered  broken  legs;  these  birds  were  euthanized  (TR).  In  Oct,  the  for- 
aging areas  still  had  natural  food  supplies,  and  flamingos  were  feeding  in  these  areas.  The  birds  were  observed  courting  two 
weeks  earlier  than  usual,  and  they  are  expected  to  breed  on  Inagua  in  2009  (NC). 

In  Cuba's  Rio  Maximo  flamingo  refuge,  hundreds  of  fledglings  and  ads.  still  sitting  on  nests  were  killed.  The  field  center 
was  also  destroyed  along  with  other  infrastructure.  A preliminary  report  stated;  "The  destruction  was  so  severe  that  it  has 
been  impossible  to  estimate  the  effects  on  the  breeding  colony"  (JML,  MT).  (This  report  was  taken  in  part  from  Flamingo,  Bul- 
letin of  the  lUCN  Flamingo  Specialist  Group  #16). 

Great  Inagua  is  also  home  to  a large  population  of  endangered  Cuban  (Bahama)  Parrots.  The  parrots  appear  to  have  sur- 
vived the  direct  impact  of  the  storm  and  resorted  to  eating  fallen  fruits  off  the  ground  and  later  fresh  growth  among  the 
branches.  Seven  weeks  after  the  storm,  most  plants  had  grown  new  leaves,  and  flowers  and  fruits  were  starting  to  emerge, 
but  there  must  have  beerr  a period  of  food  shortage.  In  Nov,  the  low  density  of  parrots  observed  precluded  making  a popu- 
lation estimate.  Another  threat  to  the  parrots  is  the  loss  of  nesting  trees.  Eight  of  21  (38%)  nesting  trees  that  were  checked 
were  damaged  so  badly  they  could  no  longer  be  used  for  nesting.  The  Bahamas  National  Trust  is  installing  nesting  boxes  on 
the  island,  but  there  is  no  assurance  that  the  parrots  will  use  them  (CS). 


seen  on  Laguna  Puerto  Diablo,  Vieques 
N.W.R.  13  Sep  (DG). 

American  Golden-Plovers  usually  bypass 
the  Bahamas  on  their  way  to  wintering  areas. 
They  normally  are  reported  about  once  every 
four  years,  so  it  was  exceptional  to  receive  re- 
ports of  3 this  season.  One  was  at  Southwest 
Ridge,  New  Providence  1 Sep,  a different  one 
there  10  Sep  (PD,  TH,  WP),  and  one  was  at 
the  egg  farm  on  Grand  Bahama  13-16  Sep 
(BP,  ph.  EB).  Eleven  American  Golden- 
Plovers  were  seen  5-15  Sep  at  Ensenada 
Sombe,  Vieques  (DG).  A Collared  Plover  15 
Aug  at  Pointe  des  Chateaux  furnished  the  3rd 
record  for  Guadeloupe  (AL).  Two  Piping 
Plovers  at  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco  1 Aug  (TH) 
were  the  earliest  reported;  the  high  count  in 
the  Bahamas  was  74  Piping  Plovers  found 
along  the  beaches  between  Stafford  and 
Cargill  Creeks,  North  Andros  24-25  Nov 
(CW,  PM).  There  were  also  5 at  Green  Turtle 
Cay,  Abaco  8 Oct,  10  there  18  Oct  (both  EB), 
and  8 at  South  Beach,  New  Providence  28 
Nov  (TH).  Single  Piping  Plovers  in  Bermuda 
were  seen  at  Horseshoe  Bay  3 Oct  QM)  and 
Cooper’s  I.  13  Oct  (AD).  A Willet  was  seen  at 
North  Pond,  Bermuda  14  Aug  (EA),  and  2 
were  at  Boca  Quebrada,  Vieques  9 Sep  (DG). 
An  Upland  Sandpiper  was  at  the  Treasure  Cay 
dump,  Abaco  2 Aug  (TH),  one  was  noted  in 
Botanical  Gardens,  Bermuda  3 Aug  (K&RL), 
and  2 at  Pole-Caraibes  Airport  25  Aug  pro- 
vided the  earliest  date  for  Guadeloupe  (AL). 
A radio-tagged  Whimbrel  left  Virginia  17  Aug 
and  arrived  on  Mayaguana  L,  Bahamas  3 Sep. 
It  stayed  until  26  Sep,  surviving  Hurricanes 
Hanna  and  Ike  there,  and  reached  Guyana  30 
Sep  (B.  D.  Watt,  Center  for  Conservation  Bi- 
ology, College  of  William  61  Mary,  Virginia). 
A Ruddy  Turnstone  nicknamed  “Luc”  re- 
turned to  Petit- Terre  N.R.,  Guadeloupe  for  its 
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8th  winter  16  Sep  (AS).  Five  Red  Knots  were 
seen  18  km  off  Bermuda  27  Oct  (PW),  and 
over  15  were  at  Green  Turtle  Cay,  Abaco  29 
Sep  (EB).  Two  Sanderlings  were  at  Cayo  de 
Tierra,  Vieques  7 Sep  (DG).  Thirty  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers  were  at  Southwest  Ridge, 
New  Providence  1 Sep  (PD,  TH),  and  over 
500  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  at  Reef  G.C., 
Grand  Bahama  22  Aug  (BP),  On  Guadeloupe, 
a record  185  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  at  St. 
Francois  G.C.  16  Sep,  and  2 were  seen  at 
Gaschet  Res.  27  Nov  (AL).  A Pectoral  Sand- 
piper was  at  Ensenada  Sombe,  Vieques  5 Sep 
(DG).  A Stilt  Sandpiper  28  Nov  at  Harrold 


First  found  19  October  2008  (here)  at  Bright  Hall,  St.  Lucy 
Parish,  Barbados,  this  White-winged  Tern  marked  the  fifth 
record  of  this  Old  World  species  for  Barbados.  Photograph 
by  Eddie  Massiah. 

and  Wilson  Ponds  N.P.,  New  Providence  was 
late  (PD,  AW).  A Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  on 
Port  Royal  G.C.,  Bermuda  11  Sep  was  joined 
by  another  13  Sep  (AD).  Single  birds  were 
was  also  at  Pole-Caraibes  Airport,  Guade- 
loupe 13  Sep  (AL)  and  near  North  Pt.,  Barba- 
dos 21  Sep  (EBM).  A Ruff  was  reported  at  the 
egg  farm.  Grand  Bahama  12  Sep  (p.a.,  BP), 
but  as  yet,  no  documentation  has  been  re- 


ceived. Two  Short-billed  Dowitchers  were  on 
Port  Royal  G.C.  ponds,  Bermuda  18  Nov+ 
(AD). 

Four  Pomarine  Jaegers  were  seen  from  the 
St.  Georges  Ferry  off  Bermuda’s  North  Shore  6 
Oct  (WS).  A Black-headed  Gull  23-24  Sep 
provided  the  earliest  Bermuda  fall  record  by 
about  one  month  (PW).  Another  was  at  St. 
Lucy,  Barbados  18  Nov  (MF  et  al.).  A Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  was  at  Pointe  des 
Chateaux  30  Sep  (ED)  and  at  Saint  Francois 
17  Oct  (AL),  both  Guadeloupe,  while  anoth- 
er was  at  St.  Lucy,  Barbados  18  Nov  (MF  et 
al.).  Up  to  40  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were 
at  the  Freeport  Dump,  Grand  Bahama  22  Nov 
(BP).  An  imm.  Sabine’s  Gull  was  found  dead 
in  Sargassum  at  Flatts  Inlet,  Bermuda  21  Nov 
(CF).  A Gull-billed  Tern  at  Ensenada  Sombe 
Sep  5 made  a first  record  for  Vieques  (DG). 
Five  Sandwich  Terns  were  in  Laguna  Sombe, 
Vieques  5 Sep  (DG).  Purdy  visited  remote 
Northwest  Cay,  Hogsty  Reef  between  Acklins 
1.  and  Great  Inagua,  Bahamas  5 Aug  and 
found  1000+  pairs  of  Sooty  Terns,  150+  pairs 
of  Brown  Noddies,  and  10+  pairs  of  Brown 
Boobies.  A few  pairs  of  Roseate  and  Sandwich 
Terns  were  flying  overhead.  At  Bird  I.  off  the 
nw.  tip  of  Crooked  I.  6 Aug,  he  found  75+ 
pairs  of  Sooty  Terns,  10+  pairs  of  Royal  Terns, 
and  five  pairs  of  Least  Terns.  A Caspian  Tern 
first  seen  24  Aug  remained  on  New  Provi- 
dence through  the  fall  (ph.  TH,  m.ob.).  An 
Arctic  Tern,  a first  for  Barbados,  was  seen  and 
photographed  at  Golden  Grove,  St.  Philip  22 
Oct  (EBM).  A White-winged  Black  Tern,  fur- 
nishing a 5th  record  for  Barbados,  and  a Black 
Tern  were  at  Bright  Hall,  St.  Lucy  19  Oct 
(EBM).  A Black  Tern  was  also  present  on  Spit- 
tal  Pond,  Bermuda  2-7  Oct  (KR),  and  there 
were  4 at  L.  Killarney,  New  Providence  6 Sep 
(PD,  TH).  A Black  Skimmer  was  at  West  End, 
Grand  Bahama  2 Nov  (BP), 

DOVES  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

A Eurasian  Collared-Dove  was  present  at 
Pointe  des  Chateaux,  Guadeloupe  15  Aug-25 
Oct  (AL).  CW  found  single  Zenaida  Doves  at 
Coral  Harbour,  New  Providence  16  Sep  and 
Paradise  I.  26  Nov.  An  Eared  Dove  was  at 
Pointe  des  Chateaux,  Guadeloupe  10  Sep 
(AL).  At  least  5 Cuban  (Bahama)  Parrots  per- 
sist in  Nassau;  they  appear  to  be  from  the 
Abaco  population  and  may  be  wild  birds  that 
flew  to  New  Providence  (CS,  LG).  Single  Yel- 
low-billed Cuckoos  were  noted  on  Grand  Ba- 
hama 12  & 18  Oct  and  1 & 6 Nov  (all  BP), 
and  on  Abaco  27  Oct  and  8 Nov  (EB).  Sever- 
al Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  were  noted 
in  Bermuda:  one  was  in  a St.  George’s  garden 
16  Oct  (PW),  2 were  seen  at  Tee  Street  3 Oct 
(WS),  and  one  was  present  2-20  Nov  in  a 
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This  Arctic  Tern  at  Golden  Grove,  St.  Philip  Parish,  Barbados  22  October  2008  furnished 
the  fifth  record  of  this  species  for  the  island,  though  the  spring  migration  of  the  species 
probably  passes  not  far  offshore.  Photograph  by  Eddie  Massiah. 


Smith’s  Parish  garden  Q&K  L),  where  on  at 
least  one  date,  2 were  seen.  Uncommon  fly- 
catchers in  the  Bahamas  included  an  Eastern 
Wood-Pewee  at  Blue  Shark  G.C.,  New  Provi- 
dence 4 Sep  (PD,  TH),  one  n.  of  Treasure  Cay 
4 Oct  (EB,  BE),  and  one  with  an  Eastern 
Phoebe  at  the  cattle  farm.  Grand  Bahama  8 
Nov  (BP).  An  Empidonax  flycatcher,  probably 
an  Acadian,  was  seen  n.  of  Treasure  Cay  25 
Oct  (EB).  A Western  Kingbird  was  at  St. 
George’s  Park  28  Oct,  and  6 were  at  Reef  G.C., 
both  Grand  Bahama,  22  Nov  (BP),  while  sin- 
gle Eastern  Kingbirds  were  at  Blue  Shark 
G.C.,  New  Providence  6 Sep  (TH),  Angel  Fish 
Pt.,  Abaco  24  Sep  (EB),  n.  of  Treasure  Cay  4 
Oct  (EB,  BE),  and  at  Lucayan  G.C.,  Grand  Ba- 
hama 9 Nov  (BP).  In  the  Bahamas,  Gray  King- 
birds are  staying  later  in  the  fall:  in  Nov,  they 
were  found  on  North  Andros,  Eleuthera,  Aba- 
co, Grand  Bahama,  and  New  Providence 
(m.ob.).  Single  Great  Crested  Flycatchers 
were  seen  7 Nov  at  Whale  Bay  Fort  (DW)  and 
Wreck  Hill,  Bermuda  (WF).  A Gray  Kingbird 
at  Somerset  Long  Bay  N.R.,  Bermuda  14  Aug 
was  the  earliest  fall  record  by  21  days  (PH).  A 
Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  was  at  Port  Louis 
swamp,  Guadeloupe  9 Sep  (AL).  A Fork- 
tailed Flycatcher  on  the  e.  end  of  St.  Croix  10 
Oct  constituted  the  2nd  record  for  St.  Croix 
and  possibly  the  U.S.  Virgin  Islands  (ph.  JE, 
fide  LY). 

Black-whiskered  Vireos  were  sighted  on 
Vieques  at  Mt.  Pirata  14  Sep  and  Puerto  Ferro 
peninsula  15  Sep  (DG).  Crows  are  very  rare  in 
the  Bahamas,  so  a crow  at  Coopers  Town, 
Abaco  20  Sep  (SN,  EB)  was  noteworthy.  It  did 
not  call  and  was  not  identified  to  species.  A 
Homed  Lark  was  at  Bermuda  Airport  26  Sep 
(PW).  Caribbean  Martins  peaked  at  1555  (25 
Aug)  and  617  (5  Oct)  at  Pointe  a Pitre  town 
centre,  Guadeloupe,  with  3 still  present — 
along  with  a single  Purple/Cuban  Martin — 26 


Nov  (AL).  Two  Purple 
Martins  at  Sandy  Pt., 
Abaco  6 Aug  (EB,  TH) 
were  unusual.  There  were 
8 Cliff  Swallows  at  Pointe 
des  Chateaux,  Guade- 
loupe 30  Aug  (AL).  DG 
had  some  interesting 
swallow  observations 
during  a Sep  trip  to 
Vieques:  an  estimated 
1000  Barn  Swallows  were 
heading  southward  7 Sep 
during  a break  in  bad 
weather;  a count  of  500 
Cave  Swallows  5-15  Sep 
included  a peak  175  on 
14  Sep;  additional  sight- 
ings in  mixed  swallow 
flocks  included  3 Bank  Swallows,  5 Cliff  Swal- 
lows, and  2 Caribbean  Martins.  The  large 
number  of  Cave  Swallows  may  have  been  the 
result  of  a series  of  tropical  storms  affecting 
the  area. 

A Gray-cheeked/Bicknell’s  Thrush  was  at 
Rock  Sound,  Eleuthera  5 Oct  (JDW),  and  a 
Swainson’s  Thrush  was  there  30  Oct  QW  et 
al.).  A Northern  Wheatear  was  at  Bermuda 
Airport  21-26  Sep  (DBW), 
and  another  was  in  a Hamil- 
ton Parish  garden  16-19  Oct 
(PA).  Two  Bare-eyed 
Thrushes  were  at  Port- 
Louis  8 Aug  and  4 at  Beau- 
tiran,  Guadeloupe  2 Nov 
(AL).  Two  American  Robins 
were  at  Bermuda  Airport  23 
Nov  (AD).  An  American 
Pipit  was  at  West  End, 

Grand  Bahama  19  Oct  (BP). 

A Cedar  Waxwing  was  at 
Rock  Sound,  Eleuthera  20 
Nov  ODW). 

A Golden-winged  War- 
bler was  in  Shelly  Bay  fields, 

Bermuda  5-7  Oct  (DBW). 

There  were  single  Prairie 
Warblers  at  both  Vieux-Habitants  (ED)  and 
Pointe  des  Chateaux,  Guadeloupe  27  Sep 
(AL).  Guadeloupe  recorded  its  first  fall  record 
of  a Palm  Warbler  at  Pointe  des  Chateaux  25 
Sep  (AL).  Fifty  Blackpoll  Warblers  passed 
through  Vieux  Habitants,  Guadeloupe  28  Oct 
(FD).  A Cerulean  Warbler  was  seen  on  St. 
Georges  G.C.,  Bermuda  3 Oct  (EA).  On  2 
Nov,  12  American  Redstarts  were  found  at 
Beautiran,  Guadeloupe  (AL).  A late  Pro- 
thonotary  Warbler  was  seen  in  Hog  Bay  Park, 
Bermuda  29  Nov  (AD).  A male  Hooded  War- 
bler was  seen  at  Gaschet  Res.,  Guadeloupe  27 
Nov  (AL).  Single  Yellow-breasted  Chats  were 


seen  in  Bermuda  at  Shelly  Bay  Park  17  Sep 
(DBW)  and  Ferry  Point  Park  4-6  Oct  (DBW). 
The  warbler  migration  in  the  Bahamas  was 
normal;  30  species  (including  resident 
species)  were  reported.  Single  Blue-winged 
Warblers  were  at  Rock  Sound,  Eleuthera  on 
four  dates  from  3 Oct  through  2 Nov  QW, 
ADe,  JDW).  Two  Blackburnian  Warblers  were 
at  Blue  Shark  G.C.  6 Sep  (PD,  TH),  and  one 
was  at  the  Marsh  Harbour  dump  10  Sep  (EB). 
Single  Yellow  Palm  Warblers  were  seen  at 
Rock  Sound,  Eleuthera  3,  7,  & 28  Nov  (ADe, 
JDW).  The  Bahamas’  first  documented  Cana- 
da Warbler  was  photographed  at  Cable  Beach 
G.C.,  New  Providence  8-10  Oct  (PD,  ph.  TH). 
A Swainsoris  Warbler  was  in  EG’s  garden  at 
Lucaya,  Grand  Bahama  5 Nov.  The  Kirtland’s 
Warbler  Research  and  Training  Project  on 
Eleuthera,  Bahamas  saw  their  first  Kirtland’s 
Warbler  on  10  Oct.  In  Oct  and  Nov,  they  re- 
sighted 6 banded  warblers  and  banded  11 
new  ones.  The  oldest  re-sighted  bird  was 
banded  in  2002.  They  report  that  the  number 
of  unbanded  birds  seems  to  be  higher  than 
last  year,  reflecting  a good  breeding  season 
(JideJDW). 

A Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  at  the  Coopers 
Town  dump,  Abaco  1 Nov  and  a White- 


crowned  Sparrow  there  27  Oct  (EB).  BP  re- 
ported 10  Savannah  Sparrows  on  Grand  Ba- 
hama 1 & 2 Nov.  A Painted  Bunting  on 
Southwest  Ridge,  New  Providence  6 Sep  was 
early  (PD).  Two  Dickcissels  were  seen  on  St. 
Georges  G.C.  3 Oct  (EA)  and  a further  2 at 
Hog  Bay  Park,  Bermuda  11  Oct  (AD,  DW). 
Bobolink  migration  extended  over  a month, 
as  usual.  Over  100  were  at  Gladstone  Road 
Agricultural  Centre,  New  Providence  10  Sep, 
and  over  50  were  at  Harrold  and  Wilson 
Ponds  N.P.  13  Oct  (PD,  TH,  WP).  A Red- 
winged Blackbird  was  in  Riddell’s  Bay  man- 
groves, Bermuda  27  Nov  (DW)  and  a Com- 


A first  for  Guadeloupe  and  for  the  Lesser  Antilles,  this  Orchard  Oriole  at  Pointe  des 
Chateaux  was  mist-netted  and  photographed  10  October  2008.  Photograph  by 
Anthony  Levesque. 
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mon  Crackle  there  10  Oct  (WS,  PW).  Seven 
Shiny  Cowbirds  at  the  egg  farm.  Grand  Ba- 
hama 12  Sep  made  a high  count  (BP),  A 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  14  Aug  at  North 
Pond,  Bermuda  was  the  earliest  fall  record  by 
six  weeks  (EA).  The  Lesser  Antilles’  hrst 
record  of  Orchard  Oriole  was  mist-netted  and 
banded  at  Pointe  des  Chateaux,  Guadeloupe 
10  Oct  (AL,  PC). 

Addendum:  Brian  Naqqi  Manko  found  7 dead 
or  dying  juv.  American  Flamingos  on  North 
Caicos  in  the  spring  of  2008. 
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Hawaiian  Islands 


Peter  Donaldson 


On  most  of  the  main  Hawaiian  Is- 
lands, this  was  a poor  fall  for  unusu- 
al migrants — some  observers  called 
it  the  worst  they  had  ever  seen.  Numbers  of 
regular  migrant  ducks  and  some  regular  mi- 
grant shorebirds  were  low.  Maui  Island  ap- 
peared to  fare  better  than  the  rest  of  the  is- 
lands. Observer  coverage  was  fairly  good,  al- 
though there  was  only  one  pelagic  birding 
trip.  A drought  continued  over  some  areas, 
especially  western  Hawaii  Island,  but  the  fall 
weather  was  relatively  normal.  The  remnants 
of  three  tropical  cyclones  affected  the  islands 
in  August,  bringing  only  modest  amounts  of 
wind  and  rain.  An  unusually  early  cold  front 
reached  the  islands  in  late  September,  but 
generally  dry  summer-like  weather  prevailed 
through  mid-October.  The  first  heavy  rains  of 
the  season  came  at  the  end  of  October,  with 
more  heavy  rains  during  the  second  half  of 
November.  Neither  observer  coverage  nor 
weather  patterns  seemed  to  explain  the 
dearth  of  unusual  migrants  and  the  low  num- 
bers of  clucks  and  several  shorebircl  species. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

A Greater  White-fronted  Goose  was  observed 
at  the  Kii  unit  of  James  Campbell  N.W.R.,  Oahu 
1.  8 Nov+  (MO  et  al).  Greater  White-fronteds 
have  been  historically  quite  rare  in  the 
Region,  but  they  have  been  regular  over 
the  past  several  years.  Single  Cackling 
Geese  seen  at  an  aquaculture  farm  in 
Kahuku,  Oahu  1.  19  Oct  (MW)  and 
nearby  at  Kii  8 Nov+  (MO  et  al.)  were 
likely  the  same  individual.  Migrant 
ducks  were  quite  sparse.  One  Northern 
Shoveler  showed  up  at  the  Kaunakakai 
S.T.F,  Molokai  1.  18  Sep  (ADY),  but 
most  migrant  ducks  straggled  in  much 
later.  No  other  Northern  Shovelers  were 
reported  until  4 Oct,  when  3 were 
found  at  the  Honouliuli  Unit  of  Pearl 
Harbor  N.W.R.,  Oahu  1.  and  one  was 
seen  at  Kii  (PD).  The  first  Northern 
Pintails  reported  were  2 at  Ohiapilo, 
Molokai  1.  9 Oct  (ADY).  The  highest 
count  of  Northern  Shoveler  was  a re- 
spectable 131  at  Kealia  6 Nov  (MN), 
but  the  high  count  for  pintail  was  a pal- 
try 15  at  Honouliuli  25  Oct  (PD).  In  the 


main  islands,  feral  Mallards  are  common,  and  it 
is  often  difficult  to  tell  if  a Mallard  is  a wild  mi- 
grant or  a feral  bird.  A male  Mallard  on  remote 
Laysan  i.  29  Oct-19  Nov  QC,  LD,  MH,  MM) 
was  almost  certainly  a wild  migrant.  The 
translocated  population  of  Laysan  Ducks  (En- 
dangered) on  Midway  Atoll  N.W.R.  suffered  a 
setback  when  an  outbreak  of  avian  botulism 
killed  around  166  of  the  birds  4 Aug-5  Oct  QK, 
LL).  The  botulism  outbreak  seems  to  have  end- 
ed in  early  Oct,  and  at  least  200  Laysan  Ducks 
remain  on  the  atoll  QK,  LL). 

An  imm.  Short-tailed  Albatross  (Endan- 
gered) graced  Laysan  1.  8 Nov+  0C>  LD.  MH, 
MM).  Short-taileds  are  very  rare  in  the  Region. 
They  have  been  regular  on  Midway  Atoll  in  re- 


This  Kermadec  Petrel  was  found  aboard  a cruise  ship  near  the  main 
Hawaiian  Islands.  The  first  images  of  the  bird  did  not  show  the  dorsal 
surface  of  the  wing,  and  a lively  discussion  of  the  bird's  identifcation 
ensued.  Fortunately,  this  photograph  surfaced  later  and  showed  the 
pale  primary  shafts  that  helped  identify  the  bird  conclusively. 
Photograph  by  unknown  photographer. 
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Common  Snipe — here  1 1 November  2008  at  the  Honouliuli  unit  of  Pearl  Harbor 
National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Hawaii — is  notoriously  difficult  to  distinguish  from 
Wilson's  Snipe.  The  best  distinguishing  features  of  Commons  are  the  pale  under- 
wing coverts  and  the  wide  pale  trailing  edge  of  the  wings.  The  pale  underwings 
of  this  individual  were  observed  but  never  adequately  photographed;  however, 
this  lucky  shot  does  show  the  wide  pale  trailing  edge  of  the  wings.  Photograph 
by  Peter  Donaldson. 


cent  years,  but  there  are  only  two  previous 
records  from  Laysan.  A petrel  that  landed  on  a 
cruise  ship  mid-Oct  was  photographed  before 
it  was  released  and  was  later  identified  as  a 
Kermadec  Petrel;  another  was  found  on  a 
cruise  ship  in  late  Nov  (RD).  Kermadecs  are 
believed  to  be  rare  in  the  Region,  but  their  sta- 
tus is  poorly  understood  due  to  spotty  pelagic 
coverage.  One  Hawaiian  Petrel  (Endangered) 
was  observed  from  Keokea  Beach  Park,  n. 
Hawaii  I.  (RP  et  al).  Sightings  from  the  shore 
on  Hawaii  I.  are  rare.  Tubenoses  are  seen  reg- 
ularly on  boat  trips  off  Kauai  1.,  but  a count  of 
30  Newell’s  Shearwaters  (Threatened)  on  a 
trip  from  Port  Allen.  Kauai  I.  to  Lehua  I.  and 
back  23  Sep  (DK)  was  unusually  high.  A 
Brown  Booby  of  subspecies  brewsteri  was  ob- 
served on  Laysan  1,  20  Sep-r  QC,  ED,  MH, 
MM).  Brown  Boobies  are  common  in  the  Re- 
gion, but  the  Brewster’s  subspecies  is  rare. 

Single  White-faced  Ibis  were  observed  15 
Oct  and  4 Nov  at  Honouliuli  (MW)  and  21 


Aug-r  at  Kealia  (MN).  White- 
faceds  have  been  rare  but  regu- 
lar for  the  past  several  years. 
One  Peregrine  Falcon  was  re- 
ported— an  imm.  at  Palikea, 
Oahu  1.  2 Oct  (EV). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH 
TERNS 

Single  Black-bellied  Plovers 
were  observed  on  Molokai  I.  17 
Aug-27  Oct  (ADY)  and  around 
Pearl  Harbor,  Oahu  I.  20  Aug-i- 
(PD).  A Semipalmated  Plover 
was  at  the  Waiawa  unit  of  Pearl 
Harbor  N.W.R.  18  Sep  (DKi, 
KP).  At  Kealia,  there  was  a Semi- 
palmated 18  Sep,  3 were  there 
16  Oct,  and  4 were  there  6 Nov 
(MN).  A Lesser  Yellowlegs  at  Kii 
5 Sep-4  Oct  (PD)  may  have  moved  to  the  Pearl 
Harbor  area.  A Lesser  Yellowlegs  was  observed 
at  Honouliuli  21  Oct  and  4 Nov  (MW)  and  at 
Waiawa  8 Nov  (PD).  A Spotted  Sandpiper  care- 
fully studied  at  Ohiapilo  30  Sep  (ADY)  was  a 
rare  find.  This  seems  to  be  the  first  report  from 
Molokai  I.  A Hudsonian  Whimbrel  that  lingered 
in  s.-cen.  Molokai  I.  5 Aug-r  might  have  been  the 
same  individual  seen  in  the  area  the  previous  fall 
and  winter.  Four  Bristle-thighed  Curlews  at 
Kahuku,  Oahu  I.  1 Aug  (MW)  and  2 at  Koheo, 
Molokai  I.  (ADY)  were  almost  certainly  recent 
migrants — summering  Bristle-thigheds  had 
been  very  sparse  this  year.  The  high  count  over 
the  fall  was  of  21  at  Kii  13  Sep  (PD).  One  Bris- 
tle-thighed was  observed  at  Kapoho,  Hawaii  1, 
15  Sep-14  Oct  (AK),  and  2 were  spotted  at  Ki- 
lauea  Point  N.W.R.,  Kauai  25  Nov  (LT).  Bristle- 
thigheds  are  regular  in  some  areas  on  Oahu  1. 
and  Molokai  1,  but  are  much  less  frequently  re- 
ported on  Hawaii  and  Kauai.  A Semipalmated 
Sandpiper  found  at  Ohiapilo  24  Jul  was  last  seen 
there  4 Aug  (ADY).  Single  Semipalmat- 
eds  were  also  observed  at  Hanapepe, 
Kauai  I.  4 Sep  (ph.  JD)  and  Waiawa  27 
Sep  (ph.  PD).  Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
are  rare  in  the  Region.  The  only  other 
peep  reported  was  a Least  Sandpiper  at 
Kealia  18  Sep  (MN),  Leasts  are  regular 
but  uncommon  in  the  Region.  Pectoral 
and  Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers  are  regular 
migrants  in  the  Region,  but  the  numbers 
this  year  were  low.  The  high  counts  for 
Pectorals  were  of  10  birds  at  Kealia  16 
Oct  (MN)  and  5 birds  there  8 Nov  (MN). 
Otherwise,  counts  of  Pectorals  were  of 
only  one  or  2 birds;  only  single  Sharp- 
taileds  were  reported  (m.ob.).  A Curlew 
Sandpiper  spotted  at  Honouliuli  25  Oct 
(PD)  may  be  the  same  individual  seen 
there  the  previous  fall.  Curlew  Sand- 


The relatively  short,  heavy-based  bill,  dull  brownish-gray  plumage, 
and  partial  webbing  between  the  toes  help  distinguish  this  Semi- 
palmated Sandpiper  (here  4 September  2008  at  Hanapepe,  Kauai  Is- 
land) from  other  peeps,  many  species  of  which  are  visitors  to  the 
Hawaiian  Islands.  Photograph  by  Jim  Denny. 


pipers  are  rare  in  the  Region.  Ruffs  are  not  typi- 
cal backyard  birds,  but  a Ruff  joined  Ruddy 
Turnstones  and  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  in  a 
backyard  in  Pepeekeo,  Hawaii  1.  12-13  Sep  (ph. 
JJ).  Another  Ruff  was  found  at  Kealia  6 Nov 
(MN).  A snipe  observed  at  Honouliuli  10  Oct 
and  4 & 7 Nov  (MW)  was  reported  to  have  pale 
underwings.  This  was  almost  surely  the  same  in- 
dividual seen  well  enough  8 Nov  (ph.  PD,  RM) 
to  be  identified  as  a Common  Snipe.  Common 
Snipe  are  believed  to  be  rare  in  the  Region,  and 
this  is  the  first  to  be  documented  photographi- 
cally. The  only  phalarope  reported  was  one  Wil- 
son’s at  Kealia  16  Oct  (MN).  No  gulls  were  re- 
ported over  the  fall.  A Common  Tern  at 
Hanapepe,  Kauai  1.  25  Aug  and  4 Sep  QD)  is 
likely  the  same  individual  that  has  been  present 
for  several  months.  A Common  Tern  was  also 
seen  at  Kealia  18  Sep  (MN). 

PASSERINES 

An  imm.  liwi  was  seen  at  Palikea,  Oahu  1.  24 
Sep  (PT)  and  26  Sep  (EV).  liwi  are  very  rare 
on  Oahu:  this  was  the  first  report  in  several 
years.  liwi  are  locally  common  in  some  areas 
of  Hawaii  L,  but  one  seen  near  tbe  summit  of 
Hualalai  12  Oct  (RP)  was  the  first  seen  in  that 
area  in  years.  One  (possibly  2)  Akiapolaau 
(Endangered)  were  seen  at  Puu  Laau,  Hawaii 
1.  30  Sep  (RP).  Akiapolaau  are  rare  anywhere, 
but  reports  from  Puu  Laau  are  particularly 
unusual.  The  summit  of  Mauna  Kea  on 
Hawaii  1.  extends  to  4205  m,  and  the  only 
birds  regularly  seen  there  are  Chukars.  Thus, 
a Northern  Cardinal  at  the  summit  21  Oct 
(BR)  was  most  unusual,  and  a very  lethargic 
Red-billed  Leiothrix  was  captured  on  the 
summit  28  Oct  (BR)  and  transported  down  to 
a lower  elevation. 
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Figure  1 . This  photograph  of  the  Solitary  Snipe  on  Saint  Paul  Island,  Alaska  10  September  2008  shows  the  very  long  bill  and  heavy- 
chested appearance,  as  well  as  the  dark  barring  on  the  sides  of  the  breast.  The  long,  evenly  wide  dark  eyeline,  outlined  on  both  sides 
by  white,  starts  at  the  bill  and  extends  through  and  past  the  eye.  Wood  Snipe,  a large,  little-studied  Asian  snipe,  shows  prominent 
golden  "back  braces,"  a shorter  bill,  and  an  eyeline  that  splits  into  two  lines  behind  the  eye.  Another  large  snipe  species  of  the  Old 
World,  Great  Snipe,  has  a shorter  bill  and  bold  buffy  bands  across  the  face;  that  species  also  has  a striking  upperwing  pattern,  absent 
in  the  Saint  Paul  snipe.  The  ground  below  the  bird  is  reddish-black  volcanic  scoria.  Digkcoped photograph  by  Gavin  Bieber. 


Abstract 

This  article  provides  details  of  the  discovery 
and  identification  of  the  first  Solitary  Snipe 
(Gallimgo  solitaha)  for  the  North  America, 
and  the  Western  Hemisphere,  on  Saint  Paul 
Island,  Alaska  on  10  September  2008. 

Introduction 

Saint  Paul  Island  is  the  largest  of  the  five  Pri- 
bilof  Islands,  an  isolated  archipelago  approxi- 
mately 400  kilometers  north  of  the  Aleutian 
Island  chain  and  400  kilometers  west  of  the 
Alaskan  mainland.  Saint  Pauls  position  in  the 
central  Bering  Sea  affords  migrant  and  va- 
grant birds  one  of  the  only  stopover  sites 
within  hundreds  of  square  kilometers.  Or- 
nithological records  for  the  Pribilofs  date 
back  to  the  1870s  (Kenyon  and  Phillips  1921, 
Preble  and  McAtee  1923),  but  systematic  cov- 
erage did  not  begin  in  earnest  until  the  begin- 
ning of  birding  ecotourism  in  the  late  1970s. 
Beginning  in  1993,  birders  have  been  on  the 
island  throughout  the  summer  months  (mid- 
May  through  mid-August),  surveying  the  is- 


land’s avifauna  and  guiding  groups  for  Tanad- 
gusix  (TDX),  the  native  corporation.  Inspired 
by  exciting  autumn  finds  on  Saint  Lawrence 
Island  by  Lehman  (2005;  <http://wings 
birds.com/files/narra  tives/GambellMSCurrent 
doc.html>)  and  by  autumn  reports  from  the 
Aleutian  Islands,  Saint  Paul  Island  Tour,  a 
subsidiary  of  TDX,  elected  in  2003  to  expand 
the  survey  and  tour  season  into  early  October. 
The  extended  autumn  coverage  in  2003, 
2004,  2007,  and  2008  resulted  each  year  in 
the  detection  of  exceptional  birds.  Further  in- 
formation on  the  fall  survey  and  the  vagrant 
potential  of  the  Pribilofs  can  be  found  in 
Lovitch  (2004)  and  in  West  (2008);  accounts 
of  two  recent  North  American  firsts  from 
Saint  Paul  are  provided  in  Hoyer  and  Smith 
(1997)  and  Yerger  and  Mohlmann  (2008). 

Weather 

Because  Saint  Paul  Island  is  so  remote  from 
continental  landmasses,  storm  systems  and 
prevailing  wind  flows  strongly  influence  the 
species  composition  and  the  abundance  of 


migrants  and  vagrants  there.  The  southerly 
position  of  the  polar  jet  stream  in  autumn 
2008  brought  steady  northerly  and  easterly 
winds  to  Saint  Paul  and  resulted  in  a slow 
year  for  Asian  vagrants  across  the  Bering  Sea. 
The  steady  flow  of  low-pressure  systems  that 
came  off  the  Russian  coast  and  passed  to  the 
south  of  the  Aleutians  and  into  the  Gulf  of 
Alaska  left  the  central  and  northern  Bering 
Sea  under  the  influence  of  a stable  high-pres- 
sure system  for  much  of  September.  Never- 
theless, a few  of  the  low-pressure  systems  did 
reach  to  the  latitude  of  the  Pribilofs,  bringing 
short  bursts  of  westerly  or  northwesterly 
winds.  On  9 and  10  September  2008,  one 
such  system  was  responsible  for  22  hours  of 
steady  but  weak  westerly  wind,  accompanied 
by  fog  and  light  rain. 

Field  encounter 

On  the  evening  of  10  September  2008,  Saint 
Paul  Island  Tour  guides  Dave  Porter,  Scott 
Schuette,  and  Gavin  Bieber  brought  Bieber’s 
visiting  Wings,  Inc.  group  to  Northeast  Point. 
This  peninsula,  which  juts  out  from  the  east- 
ern side  of  the  island,  functions  as  a migrant 
and  vagrant  trap.  After  checking  several 
patches  of  Wild  Celery  (Angelica  lucida),  the 
guides  split  up,  and  Bieber  took  his  group  to 
Hutchinson  Hill,  an  isolated  volcanic  hill  at 
the  tip  of  Saint  Paul  Island  (see  West  [2008] 
for  a summary  of  some  of  the  vagrants  found 
at  this  site).  An  abandoned  gravel  quarry  in 
the  side  of  the  hill  affords  protection  from  the 
elements,  and  the  vegetated  ledges  of  the 
quarry  are  often  productive  for  birds.  As  the 
group  approached  the  terminus  of  the  road,  a 
large  shorebird  flushed  from  the  dry  grasses 
along  the  edge  of  the  quarry  and  flew  quickly 
over  the  crest  of  the  hill.  Bieber’s  initial  im- 
pression was  that  the  bird  was  a snipe  (Galli- 
nago)  but  that  it  was  exceedingly  large,  dark, 
and  pot-bellied,  recalling  in  overall  propor- 
tions more  a woodcock  (Scolopax)  than  any 
expected  species  of  snipe.  After  alerting  the 
group  and  notifying  the  other  guides  by  radio, 
Bieber  ran  up  the  hill.  The  search  for  the  bird 
was  made  more  complicated  by  the  fact  that 
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Figure  2.  Even  at  a distance,  the  Solitary  Snipe  on  Saint  Paul  Island,  Alaska  (10  Septem- 
ber 2008)  was  quite  distinctive  in  appearance,  in  this  photograph,  the  impression  of  an 
overall  dark  body  color  is  produced  by  heavy  markings  on  the  chest  and  flanks  and  by 
reddish-brovm  wings  that  show  broad  pale  edgings  in  the  lower  scapulars  (but  not  the 
very  wide  golden  "back  braces"  shown  by  Wood  Snipe).  The  pale  tertials  are  finely  barred 
in  black.  The  bird's  bulkiness  and  its  very  long  bill — more  than  half  its  body  length — are 
also  impressive  at  any  distance.  Photograph  by  Scott  Schuette. 


the  island’s  largest  Northern  Fur  Seal  (Cal- 
lorhinus  ursims)  rookery  is  at  the  base  of 
Hutchinson  Hill,  an  area  thus  strictly  off  lim- 
its during  the  seals’  breeding  season.  By  lining 
up  and  walking  the  shorter  grass  and  sedge 
patch  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  the  group  was 
able  to  flush  the  snipe  again.  By  then.  Porter 
and  Schuette  had  approached  the  base  of  the 
hill,  and  Porter  watched  it  leave  the  hill  and 
fly  back  down  the  road,  where  it  landed  in  a 
stretch  of  grass  on  the  roadbed.  It  was  relo- 
cated partially  hidden  in  the  grasses,  where 
photographs  were  obtained,  including  digi- 
scoped  images  (Figures  1,  2;  compare  Figure 
3).  At  this  point,  three  things  were  clear:  it 
was  a snipe;  it  was  a species  new  for  the  con- 
tinent; and  none  of  the  observers  knew  what 
species  it  was.  When  approached  a third  time, 
the  snipe  flushed  back  into  the  quarry  and 
then  over  the  hill.  Diligent  searching  until 
dark  and  on  the  next  day  failed  to  relocate  it. 

Description  and  identification 

The  Saint  Paul  snipe’s  heavy  body,  rounded 
wings,  and  long,  straight  bill  produced  an  ini- 
tial impression  of  a large  snipe  or  woodcock. 
Both  Wilson’s  Snipe  (G.  delicata)  and  Com- 
mon Snipe  (G.  gallinago)  occur  annually  on 
the  island,  but  at  no  point  was  this  individual 
reminiscent  of  either  species.  Its  overall  color 
was  quite  dark,  with  brown/red  tones  (rather 
than  the  buff/gold  of  the  expected  species) 
across  the  mantle  and  a ginger/brown  cast  to 
the  breast.  Its  large  size,  exceedingly  long  bill, 
pot-bellied  shape,  narrow  white  back  braces, 
heavily  barred  tertials,  and  single  continuous 
eyeline  bordered  by  pale  stripes  were  ob- 


served clearly  and  noted  in 
the  held.  Although  views  of 
the  bird  in  flight  were  rela- 
tively brief,  its  wings  showed 
no  white  trailing  edge  and 
indeed  no  striking  upper- 
wing pattern  of  any  sort.  The 
bird  did  not  call  during  the 
encounter. 

From  the  hrst  moments  of 
the  encounter,  the  Saint  Paul 
snipe’s  size,  coloration,  and 
distinctive  facial  pattern  im- 
mediately set  it  apart  from 
both  Common  and  Wilson’s 
Snipe  (see  e.g.,  Hayman  et 
al.  1986,  Rosair  and  Cot- 
tridge  1995,  O’Brien  et  al. 
2006).  Other  species  easily 
eliminated  from  considera- 
tion in  the  held  included  the 
tiny  Jack  Snipe  (Lym- 
nocryptes  minimus),  ruled 
out  by  size,  shape,  bill 
length,  and  plumage,  and  Pin-tailed  Snipe 
(G.  stenura),  which  is  similar  in  plumage  and 
proportions  to  Wilson’s  and  Common  Snipe 
(Rosair  and  Cottridge  1995,  Leader  and 
Carey  2003,  Paulson  2005,  Dunn  and  Alder- 
fer  2006).  There  are  several  species  of  larger 
Asian  snipe  that  require  careful  consideration 
to  distinguish:  Latham’s,  also 
called  Japanese  (G.  Iwrd- 
wickii),  Swinhoe’s  (G.  megala), 

Wood  (G.  ncmoricola),  Great 
(G.  media),  and  Solitary  (G. 
solitaria).  Published  descrip- 
tions and  photographs  indi- 
cate that  Swinhoe’s  and  Lath- 
am’s (Figure  4)  are  similar  in 
overall  color  and  facial  pattern 
to  the  medium-sized  snipe 
species  and  thus  also  differed 
from  the  Saint  Paul  snipe  in 
some  of  the  same  features  as 
Common  and  Wilson’s  (Rosair 
and  Cottridge  1995,  Hayman 
et  al.  1986,  del  Hoyo  et  al. 

1996,  Shimba  2008).  The  Saint 
Paul  bird  differed  from  Wood 
Snipe  in  its  weak  back  braces, 
lack  of  a thick,  flesh-colored 
bill  base,  and  facial  pattern,  with  its  single 
rather  than  split  eyeline  (Rosair  and  Cot- 
tridge 1995,  Bhushan  et  al.  1993).  Great 
Snipe  shows  bolder  buffy  bands  across  the 
face,  a proportionally  shorter  bill,  and  very 
different  upperwing  pattern  from  the  Saint 
Paul  snipe,  with  white  tips  to  median  and 
greater  coverts  and  white-tipped  secondaries 
and  inner  primaries  (Rosair  and  Cottridge 


1995,  Mullarney  et  al.  1999).  All  African  and 
South  American  snipe  species,  considerably 
less  likely  to  appear  as  vagrants  in  Alaska, 
can  all  be  ruled  out  by  features  of  plumage 
and/or  structure  and  all  Old  World  wood- 
cocks by  lack  of  black  banding  on  the  nape 
and  crown  (Rosair  and  Cottridge  1995, 
Bhushan  et  al.  1993,  del  Hoyo  et  al.  1996, 
Shimba  2008),  as  well  as  by  the  astonishing- 
ly long  bill  of  the  Saint  Paul  bird. 

An  extensive  review  of  published  and  Inter- 
net-posted photographs  of  Asian  and  North 
American  snipe  species  revealed  that  only  Soli- 
tary shows  a single  continuous  dark  eyeline 
from  the  base  of  the  bill  to  the  nape.  The  other 
species  show  a variably  thin  dark  line  through 
the  lores  that  either  expands  into  two  parallel 
lines  behind  the  eye  or  broadens  into  a dark 
streak.  This  face  pattern  is  clearly  visible  in  the 
photographs  (Figures  1,  2).  The  reddish  tones 
to  the  wing,  thin  white  braces  on  the  back, 
heavy-chested  appearance,  and  long  bill  also 
support  the  identification  as  Solitary  Snipe. 

There  are  two  subspecies  of  Solitary  Snipe: 
nominate  solitaria,  which  breeds  in  the  cen- 
tral Palearctic  and  winters  south  to  India  and 
the  Himalayan  foothills,  and  japonica,  which 
breeds  in  the  southeastern  Palearctic,  into 
portions  of  Kamchatka  Peninsula,  and  win- 
ters largely  in  Japan.  Japonica  is  characterized 
as  more  rufous  above,  with  narrower  pale 


back  braces,  a proportionally  longer  bill  than 
the  nominate  subspecies,  and  an  overall  more 
uniformly  colored  appearance  (Prater  et  al. 
1977).  The  Saint  Paul  snipe  thus  appears  typ- 
ical of  the  more  expected  japonica  subspecies, 
but  we  have  not  been  able  to  make  compar- 
isons of  specimens  to  confirm  this  directly, 
and  indeed  it  may  not  be  possible  to  separate 
these  similar  subspecies  in  the  field. 


Figure  3.  This  Solitary  Snipe,  photographed  10  January  2006  at  the  National  Arbore- 
tum in  Seoul,  South  Korea,  shows  the  very  long  bill,  heavy  black  line  extending  from 
the  base  of  the  bill  through  the  eye  to  the  nape,  narrow  "back  braces,"  dark  dorsum 
with  strongly  rufous  tones,  ginger  wash  to  the  spotted/barred  breast,  and  strong  bar- 
ring on  the  sides  typical  of  this  distinctive  species.  Photograph  by  Robert  Newlin. 
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Figure  4.  Latham's  (Japanese)  Snipe — here  photographed  in  Mew  South  Wales,  Australia  (date  unknown)— is  a species  anticipated  to 

turn  up  in  Alaska,  where  there  are  records  of  Pin-tailed  Snipe,  another  Asian  species.  These  species  share  general  attributes  with  the 
more  familiar  Common  and  Wilson's  Snipe:  they  are  intermediate  in  size  between  the  tiny  Jack  Snipe  (also  recorded  in  North  America) 
and  the  larger  Asian  snipe  species  such  as  Solitary  and  Great,  are  paler  overall  in  plumage,  with  softer  browns  and  more  buff  or  huffy 
gold  in  the  plumage,  and  have  less  striking  facial  patterns  than  the  smaller  Jack  Snipe  and  larger  Solitary,  Great,  and  Wood  Snipe. 
Photograph  by  Peter  Merritt. 


It  is  important  to  note  Liere  that  each  of  the 
three  Saint  Paul  Tour  guides,  and  the  members 
of  the  tour  group,  independently  arrived  at  the 
same  identification  based  upon  the  material 
available  to  us  just  after  the  observation:  A 


Photographic  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Japan  and 
North-East  Asia  (Shimba  2008),  the  Collins 
Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Europe  (Mullarney  et  al. 
1999),  Photographic  Guide  to  Shorebirds  of  the 
World  (Rosair  and  Cottridge  1995),  as  well  as 
various  websites  (see  in  par- 
ticular <http://homepagel. 
nifty.com/gallinago/gallinago. 
html>).  Photographs  were 
submitted  to  experts  in  the 
identification  of  Asian  shore- 
birds,  who  confirmed  the 
identification  as  Solitary 
Snipe.  The  record  has  been 
submitted  to  the  Alaska  Bird 
Records  Committee. 

Range  and  extra- 
limital  reports  of 
Solitary  Snipe 

Solitary  Snipe  breeds  over  a 
large  discontinuous  region  of 
central  Asia,  from  Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan,  and  Mongolia  east 
through  India  and  China  and 
parts  of  Russia  (del  Hoyo  et  al. 
1993;  Figure  5).  It  is  infre- 
quently encountered  in  its  re- 
mote breeding  range  and  so  is 


somewhat  enigmatic  and  poorly  known.  It 
breeds  “almost  exclusively...  at  high  altitudes, 
1500-5000  m,  well  above  treeline;  in  river  val- 
leys, grassy  swamps,  and  mountain  bogs,  often 
near  running  water.  Outside  the  breeding  sea- 
son [it  occurs]  at  lower  [elevations]  in  similar 
habitat,  at  unfrozen  water  bodies  in  foothills 
and  adjoining  plains,  along  mountain  streams, 
in  paddyfields  and  marshes,  and  along  the 
coast”  (del  Hoyo  et  al.  1993).  Some  individuals 
appear  to  be  essentially  sedentary,  driven 
downslope  only  by  inclement  weather;  others 
migrate  to  winter  south  of  the  breeding  range 
(Rosair  and  Cottridge  1995).  Wintering  birds 
occur  in  Japan,  the  Koreas,  northern  India, 
Pakistan,  Iran,  and  eastern  China,  with  va- 
grants known  from  Hong  Kong  (Rosair  and 
Cottridge  1995),  Chilka  Lake  in  the  state  of 
Orissa,  India  (Hayman  et  al.  1986),  and 
Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia  1979).  The 

Arabian  individual  was  identified  in-hand  on 
28  October  1975  and  indicates  the  species’  abil- 
ity to  make  long-distance  extralimital  move- 
ments Oennings  1979).  Its  small  breeding  pop- 
ulation on  the  southern  Kamchatka  Peninsula 
(Gerasimov  et  al.  1999)  almost  certainly  ac- 
counts for  some  of  the  Japanese  wintering  pop- 
ulation (Shimba  2008)  and  for  records  from  the 
Commander  Islands,  where  it  is  a rare  straggler 
Qohnson  1961).  Although  the  Saint  Paul  Island 
record  is  unprecedented  for  North  America,  a 
migratory  population  on  the  western  edge  of 
the  Bering  Sea  that  likely  undertakes  over-wa- 
ter flights  to  Japan  and  that  has  reached  Russ- 
ian islands  in  the  Bering  Sea  means  that  Soli- 
tary Snipe  is  an  expected  addition  to  the  North 
American  avifauna. 
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Photo  Salon 


The  bird  featured  in  this  Photo  Salon  was  photographed  at  Per- 
petua  Bank  off  Oregon’s  coast  on  13  September  2008  by  Greg 
Gillson,  who  correctly  identified  it  as  one  of  the  “Wandering 
Albatross”  group — recorded  only  once  before  in  North  America,  in 
California  in  1967.  The  systematics  of  Wandering  Albatross(es)  are 
in  flux,  and  the  South  American  Classification  Committee  of  the 
American  Ornithologists’  Union  is  currently  working  through  a pro- 
posal to  divide  the  Wandering  Albatross  taxa  into  as  many  as  five 
species.  The  various  taxa  in  the  complex  differ  in  how  white  they  be- 
come as  they  mature;  however,  this  is  complicated  by  the  fact  that 
within  each  taxon,  females  typically  retain  more  brown  plumage 
than  males  (or  retain  it  longer  than  do  the  males).  As  juveniles,  all 
taxa  have  dark  brown  body  plumage,  brown  upperwings,  and  a 
white  face.  As  they  age,  the  body  becomes  gradually  paler,  erasing 
the  white-masked  appearance  of  juveniles,  at  least  in  some  taxa. 
Many  females  of  the  taxon  antipodcnsis  (Antipodes  Albatross,  the 
name  suggested  by  albatross  authority  W.  L.  N.  Tickell)  and  most  in- 
dividuals of  both  sexes  of  amsterdamensis  (Amsterdam  Albatross,  al- 
ready considered  a separate  species  by  many  authorities)  retain  the 
brown  body  and  white  face  into  adulthood.  Unlike  the  solidly  brown 
juveniles,  they  show  a distinct  brown  breast  band  and  sides  of  breast, 
which  contrast  with  a white  belly,  axillaries,  and  underwing. 

Just  such  a pattern  is  shown  by  the  Oregon  albatross.  In  adult  fe- 
male Antipodes  Albatross,  the  dark  cap  is  often  the  darkest  part  of 
the  upperparts,  while  on  immature  cxulans  Wandering  Albatross 
(often  called  Snowy  Albatross)  and  other  taxa,  the  cap  is  either  ab- 
sent, weak,  or  becomes  patchy  and  eventually  is  replaced  by  white 
feathering  entirely.  The  critically  endangered  Amsterdam  Albatross, 
rather  similar  jq  Oregon  albatross,  shows  bold  dark  cutting 
edges  to  the  bill,  which  the  Oregon  bird  lacks.  The  taxon  gibsoni 
(Auckland  or  Gibson’s  Albatross)  shows  a plumage  progression  and 
whitening  of  cap  more  like  Snowy  Albatross  and  is  not  expected  to 
show  the  pattern  of  the  West  Coast  bird,  though  some  immature  fe- 
males might.  Immature  females  of  the  taxon  dabbenena  (Tristan  Al- 
batross), which  now  nests  only  on  Gough  Island  and  occasionally 
Inaccessible  Island  (and  perhaps  better  called  Gough  Albatross,  as 
Tickell  recommends),  shows  a plumage  similar  to  female  An- 
tipodes, but  dabbenena  is  restricted  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  im- 
mature females  typically  have  a dusky  or  greenish-tinged  bill  tip. 
The  Oregon  bird  is  not  a juvenile,  as  can  be  seen  by  the  various  ages 
of  flight  feathers  and  body  feathers.  Its  pattern,  and  in  particular  the 
lack  of  black  cutting  edge  on  the  bill,  solid  dark  cap,  dark  breast 
band  contrasting  with  white  belly,  are  classic  of  female  Antipodes 
Albatross. 

Satellite  tracking  and  visual  observations  have  now  clarified  that 
Antipodes  is  the  expected  taxon  of  the  Wandering  complex  in  the 
Humboldt  Current  of  the  Pacific  Ocean:  it  is  regular  just  off  the  Pa- 
cific coast  of  South  America,  at  much  lower  latitudes  than  Snowy  Al- 
batross. Thus  it  may  be  the  most  likely  taxon  of  Wandering  Albatross 
to  end  up  on  the  North  American  West  Coast.  The  previous  North 
American  record  of  Wandering  Albatross  is  of  a much  whiter  indi- 
vidual that  still  retains  a contrasting  dark  cap.  This  pattern  suggests 
that  it  too  could  have  been  an  Antipodes  Albatross,  or  possibly  an 
Auckland  Albatross. 

This  Photo  Salon  was  prepared  with  the  indispensable  assistance  of 
Alvaro  Jaramillo  and  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


Figure  1 . This  marvelous  photograph  shows  very  nicely  the  distribution  of  white  and  brown 
plumage  in  the  bird's  ventral  aspect:  dark  brown  flight  feathers  nearly  covered  by  very  white  un- 
derwing coverts,  and  a white  face  and  belly  set  off  by  brown  undertail  coverts,  breast  band,  and 
sides  of  breast  (extending  almost  to  the  flanks).  The  Wandering  Albatross  familiar  to  many  bird- 
ers from  older  literature  is  the  taxon  exulans  (Snowy  Albatross),  which  takes  on  a patchy  appear- 
ance as  it  ages  from  the  brown  juvenal  plumage.  In  contrast,  the  typical  female  Antipodes 
Albatross  (antipodensis)  retains  more  uniformly  dark  upperparts  and  breast  band  (contrasting 
neatly  with  the  white  belly)  as  it  ages.  The  uniformity  of  the  Oregon  bird's  plumage,  coupled 
with  the  fact  that  it  is  not  a juvenile  (see  Figure  2),  points  away  from  Snowy  and  Auck- 
land/Gibson's  Albatrosses.  Photograph  by  Greg  Gillson. 


Figure  2.  One  clue  to  the  ageing  of  the  Oregon  albatross  is  the  presence  of  different-aged  feath- 
ers in  both  wing  and  body:  this  indicates  that  the  bird  is  no  longer  a juvenile,  as  does  the  white 
belly.  Although  it  is  not  possible,  on  current  knowledge,  to  say  how  much  older  it  may  be,  some 
experts  have  suggested  that  the  bird  is  about  five  years  old.  Because  juveniles  of  all  taxa  of  the 
Wandering  Albatross  group  have  brown  back  and  upperwings,  as  well  as  white  faces,  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  identify  (to  taxon)  a juvenile  of  this  group,  unless  the  bird  had  been  banded  as 
a nestling,  as  many  Wanderings  have  been.  Great  albatrosses  (genus  Diomedea)  can  take  as 
many  as  twenty  years  to  reach  classic  "adult"  plumage.  Plumages  of  older-than-juvenile  Wander- 
ing Albatross  taxa  begin  to  show  patches  of  white  on  the  belly  and  upperparts,  and  later  on  the 
upperwings;  the  Oregon  bird,  however,  has  newer  feathers  that  are  distinctly  dark  brown,  concol- 
orous  with  older  feathers,,  which  suggests  either  female  Antipodes,  female  Gough,  or  Amsterdam 
Albatross.  In  female  Antipodes,  the  crown  is  often  very  dark  brown  (rather  than  pale  brown  or 
patchy  brown  and  white),  as  seen  in  this  and  other  images.  Photograph  by  Greg  Gillson. 
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Figures  3, 4.  Relatively  close  views  are  required  to  determine  that  the  cutting  edge  (tomium)  of  both  the  manlla  and  mandible  lack  dark  edges  (seen  in  Amsterdam  Albatross)  and  also  that 
the  tip  of  the  bill  is  pale,  rather  than  dusky  or  greenish,  as  seen  in  nonadult  Tristan  Albatross,  primarily  a taxon  of  the  Atlantic.  Together,  the  bird's  age,  plumage  characteristics,  and  bill  pig- 
mentation suggest  a female  Antipodes  Albatross — although  identification  of  young  great  albatrosses  is  very  much  an  evolving  art.  Photographs  by  Greg  Gillson. 


Figures  S,  6.  The  massive  wingspan  of  Wandering  Albatross  has  been  measured  at  up  to  three  and  a half  meters  (1 1 .5  feet) — the  greatest  of  any  living  bird  species — and  the  species  can 
weigh  up  to  1 6.1  kilograms  (35.4  pounds).  To  see  one  of  the  "great  albatrosses"  (genus  Diomedea)  in  flight  is  one  of  birding's  most  astonishing  experiences:  the  extreme  aspect  ratio  of  the 
wing,  the  relationship  between  its  length  and  width,  creates  an  impression  like  that  of  no  other  group  of  birds,  even  the  largest  frigatebirds.  Virtually  all  taxa  of  all  albatrosses  are  experienc- 
ing drastic  declines  in  their  populations  because  of  long-line  fishing  and  other  techniques,  as  well  as  from  pollution.  A campaign  to  halt  the  slaughter  of  these  majestic  seabirds  deserves  sup- 
port (<www.savethealbatross.net>).  Photographs  by  Greg  Gilisoa. 


Figure  7.  When  resting  on  the  ocean,  the  Oregon  Wandering  Albatross  dwarfed  Black- 
footed Albatrosses  (behind,  far  left);  even  the  rare  but  expected  Short-tailed  Albatross  is 
considerably  smaller  than  all  taxa  of  Wandering  Albatross.  Photograph  by  Greg  Gillson. 
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Pictorial  Highlights 


1 • This  juvenile  Little  Stint  at  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska  3-9  (here  3)  September  2008  exhibits  the  classic  field 
marks  that  separate  it  from  other  juvenile  stints,  including  blackish  centers  and  strong  rufuos  fringes  to  all 
the  wing  coverts  and  tertials,  the  longish,  thin  bill,  strong  white  "braces"  on  the  dorsum,  and  rusty  shading 
over  dark  shafts  on  the  shoulder.  Photograph  by  Scott  Schuette. 

2 • The  outstanding  discovery  of  the  season  in  Arkansas  was  this  Least  Grebe  at  the  famous  Craig  Fish 
Hatchery  near  Centerton,  Benton  County  3-7  (here  4)  August  2008.  Photograph  byJacque  Brown. 

3 • This  male  Cassin's  Finch  visited  a Ketchikan  feeder  24  October  2008.  Characteristics  that  separate  this 
species  from  the  similar  Purple  Finch  include  the  highly  contrasting  scarlet  cap,  long  crown  feathers,  long 
and  heavy  bill  with  straight  culmen,  obvious  pale  lower  eye  arc,  relatively  pale  rose  wash  on  chest  and 
flanks,  and  lack  of  bold  flank  streaks.  Photograph  by  Steven  C.  Heinl. 

4 • This  Jack  Snipe  was  photographed  at  Gambell,  St.  Lawrence  Island,  Alaska  4 June  2008;  the  species  is 
quite  rare  here  at  any  season.  Photograph  by  Gavin  Bieber. 

5 • The  same  remote  North  Slope  homesite  that  produced  a Common  Cuckoo  also  supported  this  fresh  Purple 
Finch  30  September  (here)  through  6 Ocober  2008.  This  may  have  been  this  site's  second  record  in  fall,  but 
these  photographs  provide  a first  documented  record  for  Northern  Alaska.  Photograph  by  Janies  Helmericks. 

6 • Most  of  the  Arkansas  & Louisiana  region's  Yellow  Rail  records  have  been  made  during  the  mid-  to  late  au- 
tumn rice  harvesting  operations,  in  Louisiana,  "second  crop"  rice  is  seldom  cut  earlier  than  late  October.  This 
Yellow  Rail,  one  of  six  spotted  during  unusually  early  harvesting  activity  atThornwell,  Jefferson  Davis  Parish 
1 1 October  2008,  added  to  the  very  few  records  from  late  September  through  early  October.  Photograph  by 
Donna  L Dittmann. 

7 • Yet  another  rare  bird  found  at  Millwood  Lake  in  southwestern  Arkansas,  this  Chestnut-collared  Longspur 
was  at  the  Okay  Levee,  Howard  County  19  (here)  and  20  October  2008,  providing  the  state's  sixth  occurrence 
(and  first  since  1 983)  and  the  second  from  fall.  Photograph  by  Charles  Mills. 
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1 • Northern  Alaska's  first  ever  Cuculus  was  this  immature  hepatic-morph  Common  Cuckoo  that  appeared  at  a 
remote  homesite  near  the  Arctic  Coast  9 September  2008  (here)  and  remained  through  the  11th.  There  are 
only  a few  Mainland  Alaska  records  for  Old  World  cuckoos,  which  are  more  regularly  found  in  migration  at 
Bering  Sea  outposts.  Photograph  by  James  Helmericks. 

2 • An  adult  male  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  at  Patagonia  1 2 September  2008,  Arizona's  third,  was  almost 
certainly  the  same  individual  returning  to  the  same  feeder  almost  exactly  one  year  later.  Photograph  by 
Christie  Van  Cleve. 

3 • Alabama's  second  Dusky  Flycatcher  brought  excitement  to  the  Hummer-Bird  Study  Group  banding  station 
at  Fort  Morgan,  Baldwin  County  14  October  2008.  Photograph  by  Martha  B.  Sargent. 

4 & 5 • Mexico  doubled  its  number  of  Northern  Wheatear  records  when  these  two  birds  were  found  at  Villa 
Jesus  Maria,  Baja  California  on  3 October  2008  (left)  and  24  October  2008.  According  to  Killian  Mullarney,  the 
first  bird  (left)  was  an  adult  male  in  fresh  basic  plumage,  whereas  the  second  bird  can  only  be  identified  as 
not  an  adult  male.  Photographs  by  Peter  A.  Gaede  (ieft)  and  Christopher  L.  Wood. 

6 • Baja  California  Sur  became  only  the  third  North  American  state — after  Alaska  and  California — known  to 
have  hosted  a Little  Bunting  when  this  bird  stunned  observers  at  Rancho  San  Jose  de  Castro  on  8 October 
2008.  Photograph  by  Kurt  A.  Radamaker. 

7 • Baja  California  Sur  still  trails  Baja  California  by  three  in  the  number  of  warbler  species  recorded,  after  this 
Bay-breasted  Warbler  at  Bahia  Asuncion  21  October  2008  established  the  first  state  record.  Photograph  by 
Richard  A.  Erickson. 
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1 • At  the  Mugaha  Bird  Observatory  near  Mackenzie,  British  Columbia,  this  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  was 
banded  27  August  2008;  the  species  is  quite  rare  so  far  north.  Photograph  by  James  Bradley. 

2 • Golden-cheeked  Warblers  continue  to  make  news  in  Central  America.  This  male,  mist-netted  in  Monte- 
cristo  National  Park,  El  Salvador  on  12  September  2008,  was  only  the  third  ever  banded  on  its  wintering 
grounds;  the  first  two  were  banded  earlier  in  fall  2008  In  Honduras.  Individuals  were  also  reported  in  Belize 
(Its  second)  and  in  an  area  of  Guatemala  where  the  species  had  not  been  recorded  previously  in  fall. 
Photograph  by  Lya  Samayoa. 

3 • Immature  Bananaquits  are  rarely  found  in  Florida.  This  one  at  a Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  State  Park, 
Miami-Dade  County  15  September  2008  was  the  first  Bananaquit  ever  banded  in  the  continental  United 
States.  Photograph  by  Robin  Diaz. 

4 • This  female  Ruby-topaz  Hummingbird,  only  the  second  to  be  recorded  in  North  America  and  the  first  in 

23  years,  was  found  in  El  Real  in  extreme  eastern  Panama  4-7  August  2008  and  again  on  21  September 
(here).  The  first  one  was  also  recorded  at  El  Real.  Photograph  by  Alex  Guevara. 

5 • Rare  in  British  Columbia,  this  Prairie  Warbler  visited  Kamloops  quite  late — 18  November  2008. 
Photograph  by  Rick  Howie. 

6 • Northern  Wheatear,  a species  that  typically  leaves  North  America  to  winter  in  the  Old  World,  is  a rare 

transient  through  the  Hudson-Delaware  region  and  adjacent  regions.  This  bird  at  Lowville,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  New  York  was  nicely  documented  1 5 October  2009.  Photograph  byJeffBolsinger. 

7 • This  Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  was  captured  in  a duck  trap  at  Pymatuning  Wildlife  Management  Area, 
Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania  31  August  2008,  making  the  fifth  record  for  the  state. 

Photograph  by  Kevin  Jacobs. 

8 • A bonny  female  Magnolia  Warbler  sweetened  the  deal  for  birders  seeking  a previously  reported  Blackpoll 
Warbler  at  Cherry  Creek  State  Park,  Arapahoe  County,  Colorado  on  7 September  2008. 

Photograph  by  Glenn  Walbek. 
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1 • This  young  wagtail  photographed  7 September  2008  at  Plum  Beach,  Brooklyn,  New  York  is  dearly  a mem- 
ber of  the  Yellow  Wagtail  complex,  which  has  recently  been  split  into  Yellow  Wagtail  and  Eastern  Yellow  Wag- 
tail. Expert  opinion  on  this  bird  leans  toward  an  identification  as  Eastern  Yellow  Wagtail,  but  it  is  not  certain 
that  immature  birds  of  the  two  closely  related  species  can  be  distinguished  in  the  field.  In  the  East,  there  is 
one  other  sight  record  of  the  complex  from  New  York  and  one  from  Alabama.  Photograph  by  Doug  Oochfeld. 

2 • This  flighty  Yellow  Wagtail,  presumably  an  Eastern  Yellow  Wagtail,  was  photographed  on  the  first  day  of 
its  1-2  September  2008  stay  in  Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  County.  Photograph  by  Brad  K.  Schram. 

3 > Furnishing  only  the  second  inland  booby  record  for  eastern  North  America,  and  just  the  seventh  record  of 
the  species  for  Virginia,  this  adult  Brown  Booby  visited  Claytor  Lake,  Pulaski  County  4-28  (here  20)  October 
2008.  Was  this  bird  initially  driven  inland  by  one  of  strong  September  hurricanes  that  made  landfall  in  the 
Gulf  states?  This  explanation  would  seem  plausible — but  there  is  no  record  of  a booby  being  driven  inland 
by  a hurricane  in  the  East,  and  indeed,  there  are  very  few  records  of  pelicaniforms  other  than  frigatebirds 
being  driven  far  from  the  coast  by  any  tropical  storms.  Perhaps  future  storms  will  provide  retrospective  con- 
text for  this  record.  Photograph  by  Stan  Bentley. 

4 • Furnishing  only  the  second  record  of  the  species  for  Florida,  this  White  Wagtail  in  Monroe  County  28  Octo- 
ber 2008  confirmed  the  state's  first  record  of  the  Asian/American  subspecies  ocularis.  Photograph  by  Kerry  Ross. 

5 • One  of  two  immature  Red-throated  Loons  observed  at  Quail  Creek  State  Park,  Washington  County,  Utah 
in  November  2008,  this  loon  was  photographed  on  1 1 November  and  remained  through  the  1 5th,  providing 
many  observers  the  opportunity  to  add  this  rare  species  to  their  Utah  lists.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 

6 ■ Found  moribund  23  August  2008  at  Sebastian  Inlet  State  Park,  Indian  River,  this  immature  White-tailed 
Tropicbird  was  one  of  three  that  were  found  along  Florida's  Atlantic  coast  in  autumn  2008. 

Photograph  by  Michael  Brothers. 

7 • Martin  Meyers  and  Greg  Scyphers  discovered  Nevada's  first  Baird's  Sparrow  on  6 September  2008  at  High- 
land Park  in  Tonopah,  Nye  County.  Although  the  species  is  likely  a rare  transient  through  the  Great  Basin  re- 
gion, this  the  first  well-documented  record  of  this  elusive  sparrow  for  either  Nevada  or  Utah. 

Photograph  by  Martin  Meyers. 


VOLUME  63  (2009)  • NUMBER  1 


187 


PICTORIAL  HIGHLIGHTS 


1 • The  dark-billed  Great  Egret  found  at  Chincoteague  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  May  2008  apparently 
moved  southward  to  False  Cape  State  Park,  in  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia,  in  July  or  early  August.  This  bird  (here 
1 6 August)  had  begun  losing  some  of  the  black  coloration  on  the  bill,  as  is  typical  of  Old  World  subspecies 
after  the  breeding  season.  Photograph  by  Edwards.  Brinkley. 

2 • This  biack-backed  male  Lesser  Goldfinch  at  Wilmington,  Delaware  3 August  2008  represented  a first 
record  for  the  state  and  one  of  few  for  the  East.  Photograph  by  Maria  McCutcheon. 

3 • Foretelling  a winter  invasion,  this  Snowy  Owl  turned  up  on  the  Maryland  side  of  Assateague  Island  8 
November  2008.  Photograph  by  George  Jett. 

4 • The  remarkable,  and  remarkably  well-birded,  Central  Park  in  Manhattan,  New  York  produced  yet  another 
pear!  in  fall  2008,  this  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  on  21  September.  Although  some  western  warblers 
found  in  the  East  turn  up  in  the  late-season  (late  October  through  November)  "vagrancy"  period.  New  York 
has  September  records  for  this  species  as  well  as  Townsend's  Warbler.  Photograph  by  Deborah  Allen. 

5 • This  photograph,  taken  30  October  2007,  shows  three  American  Flamingos  at  Altamira,  Tamaulipas, 
Mexico,  including  a small  bird  different  from  those  in  Figure  6.  Photograph  by  Rogelio  Arteaga  Ruiz. 

6 • In  autumn  2008,  observations  of  one  Greater  and  up  to  four  American  Flamingos  in  Altamira,  Tamaulipas 
raised  greater  awareness  about  the  rarity  of  flamingos  in  this  area  and  thus  brought  to  light  several  older 
documentation  of  both  species  in  Tamaulipas.  This  photograph  shows  three  American  Flamingos  and  a 
Greater  (an  escapee);  the  image  was  taken  5 December  2006  (the  earliest  of  several  such  records). 
Photograph  by  Alejandro  Fierro  Cabo. 

7 • This  nicely  documented  juvenile  Common  Ringed  Plover  at  Iqaluit,  Nunavut  12  August  2008  shows  black- 
ish lores  that  extend  to  the  gape;  the  "mask"  in  Semipalmated  Plover  extends  to  a point  above  the  gape. 
Photograph  by  Bruce  Di  Labio. 
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1, 2, 3,  & 4 • A remarkable  record  anywhere  in  North  America  away  from  Alaska's  offshore  islands,  this  Terek 
Sandpiper  was  found  at  Craney  Island,  Portsmouth,  Virginia  on  9 August  2008 — a first  for  the  state  and  first 
to  be  documented  by  photograph  in  the  East.  Although  taken  at  some  distance  as  the  bird  raced  around  feed- 
ing, the  photographs  collectively  show  the  features  of  this  distinctive  species.  Photographs  by  Michael  Lowry. 

5 • This  photograph  beautifully  illustrates  a Boreal  Chickadee  x Mountain  Chickadee  hybrid  (center)  next  to 
typical  Mountain  (left)  and  Boreal  Chickadees  at  the  Teslin  Lake  Bird  Observatory,  southern  Yukon  Territory 
25  September  2008,  the  second  such  hybrid  banded  at  the  Observatory.  Photograph  by  Jukka  Jantunen. 

6 • Mountain  Chickadee  x Black-capped  Chickadee  hybrids  have  been  documented  in  areas  where  these 
species  share  breeding  ranges,  but  this  bird,  photographed  at  Spring  Canyon  Campground  in  Lincoln  County 
on  25  October  2008,  is  the  first  of  this  cross  to  be  documented  in  Washington.  Photograph  by  Ryan  Shaw. 

7 • The  Yukon  Territory's  second  Chestnut-backed  Chickadee,  banded  on  17  September  2008,  was  a highlight 
of  a remarkable  movement  of  chickadees  recorded  at  the  Teslin  Lake  Bird  Observatory. 

Photograph  by  Jukka  Jantunen. 
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1 • This  long-staying  Calliope  Hummingbird  attended  a feeder  at  Simsbury,  Hartford  County,  Connecticut 
from  mid-October  2008  through  the  end  of  autumn  (here  21  November).  Two  others  were  found  in  New  Eng- 
land in  fall  2008.  Photograph  by  Mark  Szantyr. 

1 • South  Dakota's  first  Anna's  Hummingbird  was  present  at  a Rapid  City  feeder  23-29  (here  24)  October 
2008.  Photograph  by  Bob  Druckrey. 

3 “ This  juvenile  Gray-tailed  Tattler,  a one-day  wonder  25  August  2008  at  Southeast  Farallon  Island,  San 
Francisco  County,  was  only  the  second  ever  confirmed  in  California.  Photograph  by  Matthew  Brady. 

4 • Representing  a subspecies  previously  unverified  in  New  Mexico,  this  bright  eastern  Bell's  Vireo  (K  b.  bellii) 
was  at  the  Melrose  Trap  in  northern  Roosevelt  County  3-6  (here  4)  October  2088.  Two  other  subspecies  nest 
commonly  across  southern  New  Mexico,  K b.  arizonae  in  the  southwest  and  ¥.  b.  medimfmm  the  Rio  Grande 
Valley  eastward.  Photograph  by  Jerry  R.  OUemttel. 

5 • Providing  a fifth  record  for  the  Northern  California  region,  this  iight-morph  Wedge-tailed  Shearwater  20 
kilometers  south-southwest  of  Ano  Nuevo  Point  23  August  2008  was  observed  in  both  San  Mateo  County 
and  Santa  Cruz  County  waters.  Photograph  byJeffPokkn. 

6 • Oregon's  first  Wood  Sandpiper  drew  observers  from  near  and  far  to  Fern  Ridge  Reservoir,  Lane  County  26 
(here  29)  September  through  5 October  2008.  This  juvenile  is  just  the  sixth  of  its  species  documented  in  the 
Lower  48  states.  Photograph  by  John  Sullivan. 

7 • One  of  two  found  in  the  Northern  California  region  this  fall,  this  Dusky  Warbler  was  discovered  at  Richmond, 
Contra  Costa  County  9 October  2009  by  Emilie  Strauss.  Assuming  acceptance  by  the  California  Bird  Records 
Committee,  it  will  represent  the  eighth  regional  record  of  this  Asian  vagrant.  Photograph  by  Bob  Lewis. 
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1 • Of  the  Northern  California  region's  nine  records  of  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  two  have  been  found  in 
lightly  birded  Nevada  County  in  the  Sierra.  The  second,  this  adult  male,  visited  a Nevada  City  feeder  23-31 
(here  30)  August  2008.  These  two  records  represent  the  only  adult  males  ever  found  in  California. 

Photograph  by  Steve  Abbott. 

2 • A hatch-year  Common  Ground-Dove,  discovered  in  a remote  area  on  Long  Point,  Norfolk  County  on  the 
north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  1 November  2008,  was  the  first  for  southern  Ontario.  Photograph  by  Stuart  Mackenzie. 

3 • Certainly  the  jaw-dropper  of  the  season  in  the  Pacific  Northwest,  this  Variegated  Flycatcher  was  nearly 
1 0,000  kilometers  out  of  range  when  it  discovered  photographed  at  Windust  Park,  Franklin  County,  W/ash- 
ington  8 September  2008.  It  was  just  the  fourth  of  this  species  for  North  America  north  of  Mexico  (previous 
records  from  Maine,  Tennessee,  and  Ontario)  and  the  first  for  the  western  United  States. 

Photograph  by  Steven  MIodinow. 

4 • Fort  McMurray,  in  northern  Alberta,  hosted  this  remarkable  Lucy's  Warbler,  a first  for  Canada,  8-10  (here 
10)  November  2008.  It  was  identified  after  images  were  circulated  via  the  Internet. 

Photograph  by  Cathy  Mountain. 

5 • The  colorful  plumage  of  this  Bell's  Vireo  photographed  on  1 October  2008  at  Fort  Fisher,  North  Carolina 
indicates  the  nominate  (eastern)  subspecies;  this  image  confirms  the  fourth  record  of  this  species  for  the 
state.  Photograph  by  Jim  Parneii. 

6 • This  Sandwich  Tern  was  seen  intermittently  between  Tadoussac  and  Les  Escoumins,  Quebec  between  22 
August  through  8 October  (here  at  Tadoussac  26  September)  2008.  These  two  localities  are  about  30  kilome- 
ters apart,  separated  by  rugged  coastline  along  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  so  only  a few  lucky  observers  were 
able  to  locate  this  rarity.  Photograph  by  Renaud  Pintiaux. 

7 • This  hatch-year  Black-billed  Cuckoo  in  Huntington  Beach,  Orange  County,  California  disappeared  shortly 
after  being  found  on  14  October  2008 — but  not  quickly  enough  to  avoid  being  photographed. 

Photograph  by  James  E.  Pike. 
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1 ' California's  and  the  Lower  48  states'first  Bluethroat  was  this  one  photographed  on  the  first  day  of  its  14- 
18  September  2008  stay  on  San  Clemente  Island.  Photograph  by  Jason  Fidorm. 

2 • A sparrow  of  the  mid-continent,  Harris's  Sparrow  appears  to  be  increasing  as  a vagrant  in  the  East  in  the 
past  10  years  or  so.  This  bird  at  Brandywine  Creek  Wildlife  Management  Area  1 1 October  (here  14  October) 
through  7 November  2008  marked  a third  record  for  Delaware.  Photograph  by  Steve  Collim. 

3 • This  male  Hooded  Oriole  was  seen  briefly  in  a yard  in  Kevil,  Ballard  County,  Kentucky  29  November  2008. 
It  will  represent  a first  for  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region  if  approved  by  the  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Com- 
mittee. Photograph  by  Jeff  Rowe. 

4 • Clearly  the  event  of  the  season  in  Texas  was  the  presence  of  this  Jabiru  near  Raymondville,  Willacy  Coun- 
ty, Texas  1 0-22  (here  21 ) August  2008.  Word  about  the  bird  did  not  reach  the  birding  public  until  20  August, 
but  the  bird  was  nonetheless  admired  by  many.  Photograph  by  Jan  Dauphin. 

5 • Remarkably  constituting  the  third  record  for  Guadeloupe,  this  Collared  Plover  visited  Pointe  des  Chateaux 
IS  (here  16)  August  through  25  October  2008.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 

6 • A Black  Kite  at  Gaschet  Reservoir  made  the  first  record  for  Guadeloupe  and  third  for  the  Lesser  Antilles 
when  discovered  23  (here  29)  October  2008;  it  remained  through  at  least  22  November. 

Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 

7 • A Black  Rail  found  anywhere  in  Texas  away  from  coastal  marshes  is  noteworthy;  however,  this  individual 
found  near  Groveton,  Trinity  County  8 August  2008  seemed  early  for  a migrant  and  was  also  a first  for  the 
Piney  woods.  Photograph  by  Brian  Truss. 

8 • Providing  Minnesota's  fifth  record  was  this  Golden-crowned  Sparrow  at  Pelican  island.  Leech  Lake,  Cass 
County  16-18  (here  17)  October  2008.  Birders  were  ferried  to  the  island  from  a local  resort  with  permission 
from  the  landowner.  Photograph  by  David  A.  Cahlander. 
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SEE,  HEAR  & INSTANTLY  IDENTIFY 


“A  skillful  mix  of  video  and  stills  that  will  delight  and  inform.” 

— Neic  York  Times 

“Not  oidy  authoritative,  but  also  literate,  witty  and  full  of 

interesting  facts.  Enthusiastically  recommended.” 

— Library  Journal 

“An  important  addition  to  printed  field  guides.” 

— Ph  iladelphia  Inquirer 

Audubon’s  VideoGuide  to  the  Birds  of  North 
America  is  the  ideal  application  of  DVD  technology  to 
a reference  source.  Beautiful  moving  footage  and 
stills,  bird  calls  and  sounds,  annotated  visuals,  author- 
itative narration  and  range  maps  help  users  quickly 
and  precisely  locate  any  of  247  bird  species  in  DVD  I, 
258  species  in  DVD  II,  or  all  505  species  in  the  two- 
disk  set,  at  the  touch  of  a button.  By  using  your  DVD 
player's  remote  control  you  can  repeat  a segment’  a 
shot  or  any  part  of  a bird’s  description  as  often  as  you 
like,  or  even  study  footage  in  slow  motion. 

Add  a portable  DVD  player  or  laptop  and  you  can  easi- 
ly bring  this  unique  reference  into  the  field,  for  imme- 
diate on-site  identification.  Informative  64-page  Mini 
FieldGuide  to  505  Birds  of  North  America  included  with 
each  DVD  VideoGuide.  If  you  liked  the  VideoGuide  on 
VHS,  you’ll  love  it  on  DVD! 


In  DVD  I you’ll  find  247  birds  including  Loons;  Grebes;  <tOQ  QC 
Pelicans  and  their  allies;  Swans,  Ducks  and  Geese  including 
Dabbling  Ducks,  Bay  Ducks,  Sea  Ducks,  Mergansers,  Whistling-Ducks  and 
others;  Vultures,  Hawks^and  Falcons  covering  Eagles,  Kites,  Accipiters, 
Buteos,  Caracaras  and  others;  Chicken-like  (or  Scratching)  Birds  which 
include  Turkey,  Quail,  Grouse,  Prairie-Chickens,  Pheasant,  Ptarmigan  and 
others;  Wading  birds,  covering  Spoonbill,  Woodstork,  Egrets,  Herons, 
Bitterns,  Ibises,  Lirapkin,  and  Cranes;  Rails;  Shprebirds,  including  Plovers, 
Sandpipers,  Curlews,  Phalaropes,  Turnstones,  Oystercatchers,  Avocet  and 
many  others;  Gulls  and  Jaegers;  Terns;  Alcids,  which  include  Puffins,  Auks, 
Murres  and  Guillemots;  Owls;  and  Kingfishers, 

In  DVD  II  you'll  find  258  birds  including  Pigeons  and  Doves;  ^39  95 
Cuckoos  and  Anis;  Nightjars;  Hummingbirds  and  Swifts; 

Elegant  Trogon;  Woodpeckers;  Flycatchers;  Horned  Lark;  Swallows;  Crows, 
Jays  and  Magpies;  Chickadees  and  Titmice;  Verdin;  Bushtit;  Nuthatches; 
Brown  Creeper;  Wrens;  American  Dipper;  Kinglets  and  Gnatcatchers; 
Bluebirds,  Robins  and  other  Thrushes;  Wrentit;  Mimic  Thrushes;  Water 
Pipit;  Waxwings;  Shrikes;  Phainopepla;  Vireos;  Warblers;  Blackbirds  and 
Orioles;  Tanagers;  and  Grosbeaks,  Buntings,  Towhees,  Sparrows,  Juncos, 
Longspurs,  and  Finches. 

505  birds  on  set  of  two  DVDs  $69.95 


VHS  set  of  five  videos  containing  605  birds  $89.95 

VHS  I 116  species  of  water  birds,  raptors  and  chicken-like  birds  $19.95 

\T1S  II  112  species  of  water  and  shore  birds  $19.96 

\T1S  III  76  species,  including  owls,  hummingbirds,  and  woodpeckers  $19.95 
VHS  IV  98  species  of  songbirds,  including  thrushes  and  vireos  $19.95 

\T1SV  108  species  of  songbirds,  incuding  warblers  and  finches  $19.95 
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ORDER:  1-800-876-0091  EXT.  103  OR:  www.mastervision.com 


Or  mail  check  or  money  order  to  Ma-stemsion,  Dept.  103,  PO  Box  807,  New  Hudson  MI  48165-0807.  Add  $5  S-i-H  per  Order. 


